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(a) whether the Government have 
examined the desirability of raising the 
marriageable age, irrespective of caste and 
creed. to check the unabated spurt in popu-
lation; 

(b) if so, the precise proposals consid-
ered in this regard; and 

(c) the decision taken in the matter; if 
any? 

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND CIVIL 
SUPPLIES (RAO BIRENDER SINGH): (a) 
and (c). Raising the minimum age of mar-
riage is relevant to fertility decline and there-
fore to population control. The Child Mar-
riage Restraint Act, 1929 prescribes the legal 
minimum age of marriage at 18 years for 
girls and 21 years for boys. According to 
1981 Census, the mean age of marriage in 
the country is 18.3 years for girls and 23.3 
years for boys. It is desirable to further raise 
the mean age of marriage for better impact 
on population control. Efforts are on to se-
cure this objective by bringing about attitudi-
nal changes through education, social aware-
ness etc. There is a perceptible change in 
this regard as is evident from the fact that the 
mean age of marriage of girls and boys has 
gone up from 17.1 years and 22.3 years in 
1971 to 18.3 years and 23.3 years respec-
tively in 1981 as per Census figures. 

[T rans/alion] 

Development of Bareilfy (U.P.) 

* 154. SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANG-
WAR: Will the Minister of URBAN DEVEL-
OPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the amount proposed to be sanc-
tioned forthe development of Bareilly, (U.P.) 
as a counter magnet city during the Eight 
Five Year Plan; and 

(b) the details of the development 

schemes and the amount released so far for 
this city? 

THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVEL-
OPMENT (SHRI DAULAT RAM SARAN): 
(a) and (b). Pending Finalisation of the Ac-
tion Plan, no decision has been taken on the 
provision of 1unds 10r the development 01 
Bareilly (UP) as a counter-magnet town. 

Steps to make Literacy Campaign a 
Success 

·155. SHRt BHOGENDRA JHA: Will 
the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DE-
VELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the steps be.ing taken by the Gov-
ernment and private organisations to make 
literacy campaign a grand success; 

(b) the nature of assistance being given 
to Bharat Gyan Vigyan Sam~i, Nehru Yuva 
Kendra and All India Students Union in this 
campaign; 

(c) whether the reading material and 
teachers etc. are being provided in all spo-
ken languages to make the campaign a 
success; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof and ~ not, 
the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAJ MAN-
GAL PANDE): (a) The National L~eracy 

Mission aims at imparting functional literacy 
to 80 million illiterate adults in the 15-35 age-
group by 1995. 11 is societal mission as it 
seeks to mobilise all sections of the society 
to promote literacy. Accordingly, in addition 
to the adult education programme run by the 
State Govts/UTs, other organisations like 
Voluntary Agencies, educational institutions, 
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, Ex-Serv-
icemen and Zilla Sakshartha Samitis con-
sisting of both Govt. and Non-Govt, function-


