853 Curnent Strike  SRAVANA 185, 1895 (SAKA) in Roilways (Dis.)

Situation

Even after the assurances in 1972
when the Southern Railwaymen
strike was withdrawn on the assur-
ance of the then Miruster, Mr. T. A.
Pa: tn September, I see on October
24, 1972, the Local Divisional Super-
intendent has 1ssued charge-sheets
and notices—*Illegal strike of loco
renmng stuif in September 1872.”
In this he said that those who have
taken part in the ‘illegal strike’,
their break of service 1s recorded and
they will have to undergo all these
punmshments:

1 Foifaituze of all leave earned
upto the date of the strike

2 Forfeiture of all passes stand-
ing to employee's credit on
the date of the strike

3 Postponement of the date of

wriement

4 Foiferture of seivices rendered
prior to the date of the ille-
gal strike for the purpose of
grant of SC to PF or pcnsion

5 YTur ull purposes of benefits,
concessions and  privileges
which are determined on the
baus of length of seivice, 1t
should be reckoned only fiom
the date of resumption to
daty after the strike etc

1f this 1s not punishment and 1if this
15 not provocation and if this 1s not
oppresston, what else 1s 1t? There
are 3000 cases in the Southern Rail-
way alone So, the situation 1s ex-
plosive That 15 why you must be
patient and considerate and if you
want to actually bring about a satis-
factory settlement, you must have to
give a guarantee and an assurance
that all these victimisations wil] be
immediately stopped and you will
have direct talks with the leaders of
the loco runming staff association and
their basic demands, namely, 8 hours
work and that they should be cate-
gorised, etc.—there are other de-
mands also and all these demands 1
am not going into because they are

354

with you, should be considered sym-
pathetically and a solution must be
arrived at after negotiations with
them.

I hope with a new attitude the
Mmister will make a statement so
that they can feel assured to come
and talk. On that understanding the
struggle will be withdrawn.

——

1825 prs.
BUSINESS OF THF HOUSE

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI K RAGHU-
RAMAIAH) I want 10 make one
small :tatement about tomorrows
business

As the House 1s aware, the Resolu-
tion seeking approval! of the Procla-
mation 1n respect of UP should be
approred by the House before the
13th of August Hence, 1t 1s pro-
posed to give preference to it m to-
moriow s order paper by providing it
immediaielv after the passage of the
Indian Raillways (Amendment) Bill
This 1s made necessary b+ the chan-
ges which were made in the order of
bus nes. today

1826 hrs,

DISCUSSION RE CURRENT STRIKE
SITUATION IN RAILWAYS—Contd.

MR CHAIRMAN All night. Now,
I have to take the sense of the House
about the present debale It i3 al-
ready 6-25 pm and we haive g:t ten
mote speakeis to participate May I
suggest that we may call the Minwster
for 1eply at 7-30> May I request the
Members to cooperate” We have got
10 Members to speak and 66 minutes
to go How muc™ each one should
get 1s something for you to decide

AN HON MEMBER: Six minutes
each.
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PROF MADHU DANDAVATE
(Rajapur): As far as this issue is
concerned, Mr. Ramavatar Shastri has
initiated the discussion. Representa-
tives of one of the Federations have
put forward a point of view. The
name of All India Railwaymen’s
Federation has also been brought in
the discussion. With all respect to
you and to my colleagues, may I re-
quest you, Sir, that those of us who
have allegiance to the All India Rail-
waymen’s Federation but those who
are sympathetic towards the econo-
mic demands of this particular union
may be permitted to make a few
observations?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Certainly more
than anything else, as a distinguished

Member of th: sHouse, you have
every right, Prof Dandavate.

Now, Shr1 C. M Stephen.

SHRI C M, STEPHEN: All sec-
tions i this House and the trade

union movement of this country and
the peopie at large are facing a situa-
tion which according to me causes
more pain than anger or embarrass-
ment. Now the present situation 1s,
whatever may be the origin of the
strike, who ever may be running it.
there 1s a disruption of the railwav
traffic which is causing considerable
hindrance to the movement of food-
grains and other essential commodi-
ties which are badly wanted at this
time. I am myself a trade unionist
by profession if I may say <o0. who has
spent about quarter of a century in
the service of the working ciass
according to my light It is habitual
for any trade unionist to which ever
class he may belong to, to react fav-
ourably his heart pulsating with
sympathy to the demands of the wor-
kers. My reaction to the strike situa-
tion is a deep sympathy and under-
standing and a desire to get this re-
solved otherwise than as a matter of
prestige.

Having said this, may I say. on the
other hand, Sir, we have got the na-
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tional scene which we have got to
take care of. It is too well known o
permit of any reportrayal. [ is
absolutely necessary for us to see that
the sinews of communications are
kept in tact. Whether it is foodgrains
or coal, or something else, we tiave
to see that things required by people
are moved at top speed so that they
may reach the starving millions of
our country. That is the supreme
need of the hour. Railwaymen or no
railwaymen, pclitician  or no politi~
cian, industrial worker or no indus-
trial worker, the essence of our func-
tioning is, we serve the needs of the
whole nation and if at any given
time we are not able to serve the
nceds of the nation, we forfeit our
right to exist. That is the basis of
our right to claim that the nation
<hould protect us. Looking at the
picture fiom that point of view, I am
really pamned that a section of the
ratlwaymen felt impelled—!1 would
rather not attribute zny motive at all
to choose this particular time to
precipitate a crisis in this country.
Is 1t really a cnisis precipitated by the
raiiwaymen. Let us look at it as a
irade unionist The tota] strength of
rallwaymen, according to the latest
figures, is about 17 lakhs. How, the
strength of the loco running staff 1s
70,000 I suppose that today, these
70,000 people arc not on strike, What-
ever their number, I do not want to
specify the number 1t is very clear
that large numbers of trains are run-
ning and the trains could not be
running without the assistance of the
loco staff Therefore the picture is
that out of 17 lakhs of workmen
operating on the railways, a section
of them—the maximum is only
70,000—has felt the grievance and a
fraction of that section has gone on
strike. And that fraction of a sec-
tion is striking against the will of a
vast majority of the ralwaymen
operating the railways and against
the interests of the country. The
question is: whether any trade
unionist can support their action. I
do sympathise with their grievances.
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Any trade unionist will sympathise
with their grievances. But, the ques-
tion is how to settle al) their grie-
vances. At a time when the country
is facing a crisis a fraction of them
,should not have gone on strike hold~
ing the nation to ransom.

Looking that way, in spite of the
innate sympathy for the demands of
this fraction of the workmen, I can
not wish them success in their action
and I cannot extend my own humble
blessings to them. There are two
recognised federations represently
the railwaymen, The All-India
Railwaymen's Federation had been
working from 1921 cnwards while
N.F.ILR. had been working from 1947.
And these two Federations have
struggled and fought battles for the
workmen. You cannot deny that they
represented a substantial section of the
workmen.

My fniend, Dr. Ranen S@n 1s react-
ing to me, May I ask him: ‘Do you
really support a category union in
this country? In a huge enterprise
like the railways, do we want a cate-
gory of staff—locomren—to create a
crisis? In that event, every section
can create that crisis. There are about
600 categories; there are categories
after categories of men who can go
on strike should every category hold
out a strike leading the nation to
ransom? This is g question which
we have to pose to ourselves,

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA:
started this present crisis?

Wha

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN:
ing to that. Ome crisis is brought
about. And after having brought
about the crisis, you say ‘settle this
crisis. Then you proceed on. This is
a tactics, every other category of
union can resort to. If one category
creates crisis and asks for settling it,
another category starts it and creates
a crisls. Another case comes up. Do
you want that this should be the pic-~
ture to be here? What'is the princi~
-ple 'af our, trede ‘unionism? Why do
you wanf ith

I am com~
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Don't say
like that.

SHRI C, M. STEPHEN: I have not
gone to Oxford. I am personally con-
nected with the workmen in this coun-

try. Going to Oxford is not the only
thing.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Why are
you deliberately diverting the prob-
lem on the question of categories of
unions? That 1s not the issue here
today

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN:
issue.

It is the

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir,
I rise on a point of order.
SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: 1 am

the President of a Union which be-
longs to the AlllIndia Railwaymen's
Federation and I do not support the
principle of categorical unjons. But.
this mim-sermen on the mount from
this gentleman will not do. I want
to repudiate ijt.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is a matter
of opinjon.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Reality
1s realily, both for him and for me. We
have to face the reality. But my
hon, friend does not want to face it
and that is the trouble.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a
point of order, Hon. Mr. Stephen
ha: passed a remark, attacking Shri
In-rajnt Gupta at a personal level.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: That
does not matter. Let him not worry
about 1t,

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: I xnow
Shri Indrajit Gupta is much more
seasoned and he does not need the
proteztion of Shri Jyotirmoy Bosu. A
man of such long standing as Shri
Indrajit Gupta does not need his pro-
tection.

S§HRI JYOTIRMQOY BOSU: We
know who, Mr. Stephen also is.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Indrajit
Gupta 13 a respected leader of the
Opposition and he can take care of
humself.

SHRI C M. STEPHEN: That was
what I said Now, I am concluding
my speech in a minute

SHRI S M. BANERJEE Shr C.
M Stephen has said a lie because Shri
Indrant Gupta had not gone to Oxford
at all, but he had gone to the workers
Moreove:, Oxfoid 15 not a tactory

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA Second-
ly, I have never been to Oxford He
should know that

SHRI C M STEPHEN Who said
so? I never said that he had gone
to Oxford Why should anybody take
a cap and put it on his head and
then sav that that was not his cap

Now, the position 1s this What-
ever be the 1eason, there 15 a sort of
breakdown in a particular section of
the railways Naturally, that section
of workmen has got some grievances
The Federation leaders have said that
those grievances have got to be tack-
led The only question now 1s how
to tackle them The question 1s whe-
ther thus particular small section
should demand that they should have
a regular discussion with them and
have a settlement or whether they
shoulq agree that  the other trade
unions or federations or whatever thev
may be which are representing the
large sections of the workmen in the
railways should be entrusted with the
task of handing this question It is
a matter for them to decide

With regard to the Mimstry, the
Ministry has got to look at it with
complete sympathy and understand-
fng But looking at it with sympathy
and understanding does net mean that
they must throw to the winds the
fundamentals which must govern
these negotiations. The fundamentals
are the question of recognition, and
whether a category-wise union should
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be recognised. A category union
must not be recognised. Nothing
should be done which would lend
colour of recognition to a category
union. Again, the scutthng of the
national lLfe and holding the nation
to ransom by some people who are
holding strategic positions 15 a
proposition which cannot be en-
couraged or encountered Never-
theless, let us not stand on pres-
tige The hon Mimster has put for-
ward a proposition that let the strike
be withdrawn and then all the other
matters will be gone into The strike
has served 1its pujpose, namely to
focus the attention of the country on
certain of their demands I would
submt that the workmen must be
satisfied that their strike has resulted
in this partt ular mattir Yeing fo us-
ed properly The federations have
come to the scene Parliament has
come to the scene, the trade union
movement has come to the scene, the
Mimister has come to the scene They
must be satisfied with this and they
should leave the rest to Parliament
and to the nation

The offer made by the hon Minis-
ter that first the strike should be
withdrawn and then release will be
ordered and everything will be look-
ed into, and negotiations will be
arranged through such machinery as
may not militate against the concept
and the principle of union recognition
1s a proposition which must be accep~
ted

Through this Parhament, I as a
fellow trade unionist appeal to the
workmen in all earnestness to lend
their ears to this appeal and withdraw
the stnke, now that their proposition
has been brought to the notice of
Parliament and the nation. That is
the only way to end this crisis.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY
(Nazamabad):
each Member to confine himself to
five minutes? For my name Is Inst
on the list and I also want to spesk.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
hon. Members will have to forgive me
if I were to limit their speeches, consi-
dering the time available.

DH. RANEN SEN (Barasat): The
attitude of Shri Stephen does not help
in the situation at all. That is all
that I could say.

st AR AW, (A5 FAT-
gfer wiraw, @iw FA Al Fr I
FT A%E & THY AW & Wi 5T T
gf<feafaal a1 femior gor 8 ©% @
Hivi gw faa av <R g1 5y @1 &4
FI FIAAT G3A & T 2T KT TuE
§ emar 500 migyi @@ g
ag Fad 9 & UF gr A § 51, afeF
wfr fei 1 § TET gWI T 1 TG &Y
a%g & SAAT AT A7 aFAIF g AL
FATLIT & FEH H 83792 .4 Hqig
T AN & A&HE 9¥ AT 9T g HIL
AZEHTEAI & | 35 &1 99g & oW
F GHAF &g g |
s og 2 P Row s & A
Yg gSUE gE § T4 WA & A W aur
g1 a??ro..?r'r TG g | ‘
F g | 97 ozar amrfcf i} fadY giwaa

T ag g1 # fod oF anEr Ay
Ry ¥ asAr wigs g f-r TEE A
ST AHEw TalRe fcma g5 g I& ¥

#= wfgai &r gaeT faur & 1 a0
gl &, § 1967 & mgh 4371 §, 39
= H 6, 7V AAT ZT AF &, HiT
gX HaT A =g gg A glwd gy
g e St gl Taerd wme awr g,
&7 9ATeT Sff g, g1 uE F FAaray

T ¥l & gerdaftyds WY W wEN
9T fae #7301 @fEE i §w 3w
agl gur | wifax g7 gwear 1 0w
watar g & | a1 § G & G
FCTE, S8 T gFaeq H Hgl 7 2 |
A% F QA F o3 ArHg0T TEaT F wY
¥ -sarge fear g1 aqem 3@ w6t §
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T HE7 947 {5 T ITFT T HRAT |
FET gINg & aqrar g fe S99 Aty
F ard #H oagr wwr ot fv ow
TiT LT § oomfra g1 sy a1 wEr
fraras Fr wifoe ®<a, @ #E H
mreET {2y, WS HEd w9 Gl
wif A wEiw Faq & f&
57, % 00 & a1 W ¥ Sivegd saagik
g mq FET | &Ee &g ¢ 1% I #r
T & wig G4 wgIifa W@
B ma;ﬂq To Gio Wq? Wy ad g T
mAT @ %A W@ 8, A1 F Hgrawfa
T § HiT Y Ad0 WAT ¢ (T I &
AT F47 g 7EY EiT, 0 A1 ALy T
§ 7 wrdr |

e FETOwET A S-HETATT
& e H § /gl omar #4i fF 9g oF
oo gy 8, afwe 32 gfaT -
ALy, FAifE Ag IAA A & AT Al
&, 8% Sel ¥ J9ar g, 9 FW F
f‘a??r J9 A us gwE fear or 92
T2w ¥ o9 dfaer g fY, 99 q49
g geaE W T fRer a1 o
waa Tefa & wg A gfFas & fe-
FAES FIGT | FAT0F fag 0 d g
T7 FT WY g agr 3T AT | Afe
ZH T8 FG 1 NGTL F7 TITT F Y
& gfd w9 & @md war g
ST Hr AR F AR 9L W F7 fq=me
FAT 09T | I8 AfFaq feamsse
g a1 A& =8 =1 mfe wfqesr &1 qgre=
AR gA a1 SHGT A1 Tg H=BT AR
& | TR AN § TG AATIAA FIGE
g | 991 AW %A J Far fean
fF 17 @M@ Fw=tAT § & 70 @K
FAITA M H § 919 A AGT & f®
frardimsTa N gl Taa g fF
ST 7 & 3 afe wFT €, 39 9T faae
FT THT T HAl 9 Hreargq far
FIGT g 1 qg AT TIH TR {
FT TG AT ? FAT TG |

""I(

o,
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[sh SremaTE W |

AT S O gfaae & wgeager
A & SEN 1967 ¥ U AN A ww
frar ® e 91 1 99 W Wy
AR O oo qoasq &, qatey vl
wgfa @ 536 vl ¥ e 0w
WA quAaT o § q@ wR9gU A7
TR afTER & BT w1 gw TRe)-
& dafaferoe e oo
T § 6 Tagd 71 A ) -
A e WA ® & | W AT
AT g1 Avgd amr Dfwa ww HF 7
it )

“Shrt D Thengari asked whether
the grievances of the firem n were
taken on the agenda of the p ma
nent negotiating machinery (PNM)
by any of the affiliated federations,
and if so, on what date He also
asked how muny months or jears
were required to consider the de-
mands 1f these demgands were not
considered by those federations
what other form or method would
the hon Minister guggest?

Yo wAAe 2 e afere
fmamreadr 2 S * | b
WA AT P AT { gy A
& fa w1 7 T AT A AT
Q¥ | AV OF BE H oTOA A
qg WAy v fF 39 Y W I9F 7R
& a1 fr Py gfFaa &
wf¥Y w20 v1 3a0 W o fane
& 719 g owfae am A & 3
& ¥ X Aty %37 TArey
wgfraraariwiy, 77
GTFIT & WL TV AET ¥ 3N AR
as1 #f @r+r 11 Arar Fad g%
gT WG WFT 1 NIAAT W AR
& wpiw | T F TN T
sfesmsr ifrgmasra @
wqrar &, W a7 foegT 78 I | g
ford oY ezvew T Ay ¥ 7y AT A Wk
fe germ GX € A 1 wg ey
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g 1 wfier forw wmr ) AW we wen
X & 1 og w7 sy R gE X 1wy
WIS Wl WY ¥ WA g3 T5AY
TRy & Wfe gt oY greraT ST
fed ag wwT § T Wy, o grAne
T AT TS T gav | A7 7
¥ gEa AE o7 wfew o WA
TG gAT | wTE W) g9 A SR
afer go grm Y 1 J¥ wry ATy
wr oY 777 ¢ fir agr 9q mi d 59
TG vETd 1 9= ol @ w9
AT ¢ fr T@ A AT @I &0

T EBATT AAAT & AT 39 F1 I77
7 ¥t 91F gl 8 dq oS wHATT 7
wa? wEy ¥ fF ezt whafear &
it gfearv @ 9w | wfgad ¥ oaww R
I & Ay g saeAdt ¢ ar o
S qET # 1 W TAATEY FEACT 97
WA # 34 F 97 A0 FT I R/
WA FTU 7 HAAT R ET HI
gr afsrmrfEur v i 33
STt P P I A W FAFT AT 47
o FT WY AT UIAHT % £ A 7 g
&' az faoan for § fr fagx wvama
q( QT FIA G AT 57 4 FIOT 413
Fr

o A FF7 ¥ & faq wE A
oY ¥ 9 A W AT ¥ oww
fam « fawe ooz § a7 £ qdT
= AF 6 AT R A H T e
7 frar vq f 24 %1 ow%0 777 Svn ?
ug et tv ¥ 1€ &1 vl fadr & qIrv
g freg e a2 oF2 wdd Ay a1 o
U | SHET &8 WIOATRA ATEA
g & ot 73 & Foy spre q o wEvew
&are § ar q¢ wrEmA faaa wifg@
v % fx fedr wr fafdzrmy g
7§t B o7 SrOw € FNg A N A
qwt w7, forr & farars wrpEY s
gt & 4 ok S woere e ¥ Ay
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" I #Y Avil O Aroer agrgfad
Fa% ¥ frwre w4, o€ "wEAma
qA & oA Wy oft ¥ § a1 ggAm
gava Y @ 1 & =0 ag Adr
Tigar 5 AT A wEwws @ §
W §FAE #1 w1 qger @ dw 4
sorfer aga oy wfer & w0 WY 8 A
oAt frafa §ar A @1 #rE qawT w39
£ & fat w wrgfas oy w9 618
A | FAR AN TIEF T--TIEE
Gz 4y ITEZ TEW | FI(3F 599 A
onr @ Fax 331 $ 1 AT EW o3A48
9 937 * 7oy, wfgr 37 77 3fez
¥ Y § . A gy o afvsr
F AAF A aFA ZT IT AY AL A(
AT T ®T, A WAEA FH AEA
¢ qz % ¥ oY fraY % 7.4 faferarg o
T8, A& wiAAafair F faars A
qHT ET AT & TR OB AT A A A41
ot gwE w17 3 5T w1 Brs frar an w
I 7 AT FF =G 7 I FA AT
(T OF ATATRT FH ARAE |

s AR wEnT (M)
warrfx wgeE, & 73 s g FF geas
w7 oafast 57 wfawe &1 TR
At & A * AT 3§ gRAM FAY
ifzd | Afwd 77 = 3R wAT fn
TR ¥R N1 77 3 ARTAg ® ol
g &1, " 92 9% fr wrg
FrEE 1 W, feFrwE, fAqfeana,
7 I\E AT A H AI9A F o
sq frar W 1 W /AAT 98
W A AT IR F @RI F T AR
weery fraw ag & fr e & fd 4
ferar s T 75 9vdT o wfaw g977
wrew & fay Ao § Wit 9y 9w At
w8 59 ¥ T 14 fav = Nfew
faer anfgn 1 & s wdrew & A
wTRaT § % w1 47 aurw At #1 S0
wC forqr war 7 W IRW EEE
vgd dwe fer 7 wfe g, ar s
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75 WAINIGTINF MG ! H{
afz g, a1 ¥ 14 fe7 & Afeg fra
ANMET &I @ A% A7 fAaw qw
¢ 9z gmr wifgd  w g faw
g7 § fr G4T0EH T FT 2EF N I
2 @1 g9 ¥ wfas 9@« feafr wwge
WTRIAA 7 F1€ ALY & qFAT |

¥ A9 WEEA FOANET FA
=q e gAr g, ¥ wwAr g 33 faw
AR TAC AXHT w7 7 4 Afgw vy
SY®T H A6 7T a7 wiw fae, qg
"E AR AR F AT X w27 q0gAg fF
¥ TR & OF AFWT T QA
tfear Iz gfqav qaaz 1 A28 % f7
TF FTAY £ AEAAT A F A A
AT 7T I o W07 {EA RIIAA
q 57 qF 79 F, & 97 w3097
=1 qaveg w1 39 frwfor $1&a
w1 o fe In S20f w1 w0 A
grar & 341 fagrea & fa, gaer awda
T & fogastgwi g wror oy & wg
g f w1 7w Adh g fa e T manrew
¥ 745 FETOAX €1 WA & & 2 TAAT
& UF NF F g qar g ?
IAY T AT ¢ A AAIT FEAT A
g gniy ag &t wo AT T
AMHA FHACHTTN WA AAT $1 AGT
AT AET A A 7§ aer fegre
G 4% ¥ ¥ . qg W AX LT AT
arem ! & gaer gafew fade o
g fo wrer &30 T & amr a7, Sivw g
¥ AT TS AFGAT FY AT Y A IEY
7 afrs wrdiaw ¥ faams § 1 @ @
gAY g § i gk e #
¥ AT & waX IR AT A A
AT AT 1 T A T VY X gu A 4w
faviz gz qga1 § % @rdr amw eifas
§ 1 ag AT ST RIS A FAE AL
qg weqfree Rt A WA IWR R
qIgd ¥ R ¥ (g T ¢ | asl
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wifeat wew foq gt omg AT @t #,
TR AN AW AT T 1WA R
AT L, FHENT A ay § fawk
i oft § wie gadr ag forst g faey
wad ot & fox firar & 1 amgfires ardf
SN Qw79 § 1 Sy & yawT
Aot g fo & e v fe 3 gfma
e # Gfaferwrr o oam
wfeT qolY T w7 I 38 o way £
fs & =gy agw faar ¥ 4 Fear geae
fagra & | T T 7§ orfmm
®TEE T 1 g faw AR 6 e
wrgt & fowsr & 917 faom avr g
damarg FEsdr ror S &1
THETTHRT F920 Ay frre &y &% qir
§ 1 9% g IEE 1 IwA woy Fvw
g3 WY waw fa=we g2 fro & 13 2 qfirge
g7t frg &, #3rarew afma g o
few &1 e 3% T Ay P
s ¥ A aEr ¥er € v S gfam oo
¥ forq og wraww § e oF geed ¥
ur gfrma e, a7 gfaw 17 srey
T WG R & AT T qIER
A gg agr aw Q£ 1w A W
fogra #Y a7 & fo aw TR oW
gfaaw A gad wrETe 97 W ¥ A
gfagw, #&rdargw gfore aft o
arfgd

T TF T S wawy ¢
AN R qor i v fraar & gaare
marid Fagirqerd e
derda § o wiard ¥ § vae) g
€ wfrre qfmr §ar S &
g7 ¢ | e drtw F g g At
Y g N g
war 7 Sfer Qo go At g & 1 A
wT A weT ATy g ara 1 g
¥ ¥ o Firesr ofcfeoafa § 1t 3w ey
Twfitfas qifeat agft § fr o o=
agt FATY AT 1 P qTAAYT o EEer
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T N wrew fed W gfmw &
gwafa § taxn S & ag ofefadfes
g e ey foar § i Ky
suat w¢ Tg fr fEndargy ghver ag
wEt argy ¥ | fww ow g Yo agd
fe fdmimme gfawa @Fr wifgr
ag #4t giferfesr o § fom® @ weew
sanganr fqav grz vy & & A
grafare @ft MY o wTagsy qrff
qREET 91

u ETaqaa Fo@ ¥ oo
TR A FET A T A7 glagy §

WIAT @ A WA Y [ OF7 377
T & gAY Y AT VAT 1 TR
& w7 g5 g o wvax frur 5 amm
wegfaez qifl fradr s 3 fros &
FTi IS amr 4. @ aa ., # gy
o oBF.01T AT 0% g1
g dmd af e, o v wET oA
FR ngl T AET I W T By AT
HHGT AR FT ATA 3

AT 1 4T £ 23 T & agar
argar g o g v o 19 g w1 e
qeT § | 5 FIEE 4T ATE & Fw § GAY
fryf deT Y o Y & Famr¥ e oo
war weTTeE AR gat fagr faed fag
wer qga & o fesy wifgd, avwr
fesd @ e 1@ & ey A geare -
oY feafr & wowT w7 g7 fFar § o
fgrgeara €Y T7AT 7 B & &9 §ar
forat e 3, WAAT ¥ ATH G ARG
& arelt § 97 wmar w1 & wfga fear
g, ag IfaT 7@ & o

& wad ever wY awrfea Y WX A
1 gu wpm fr g foa & 9 gw
IE AT § F 7% vy § o qw dm A
2w gfra iz qumg g anan 1 SE-
wirarew gfada  aeEar ¥ & g
A NAAIuT IR e gm
sfut % ofor § wefh wifid” arfe
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AHGY FIHTC § WA qT 7 AR
gy 7w

o W€ T Ao A o g &
@ A £ oAw W §7 wrT g
W Y wiwy, At WA
feem wvr § 1oy By s A g
& guwar g fr s oww 9 @vE w
WYY 1T 1R 1 & Avswd fou ag grewe
g foom o Y S3wT gm0 1 qEeT
#2 WITF T YA 97 §eATET WA,
I TR T I 9% o qw gy
o\ gar faE ser wmrn £, ana
W & & fam anmr 3, # frea -
foa w11 g 1 307 &7 77 5 aey wfaw
BT FOF AT 777 § ) i a2
& ggaTr AUt T ¥ AT IR a1
anforer &1 e, Fegawa w7 Twar
AT £ W7 T8 AT 7 Corerdy
& &1 o ¥ FIITE B e ) oy 3
YA GTATH AT F7 24 3 &1 IAHY AT
arfors A & Y g7 AT i & oA
HEANT FIA FEAT | 5 WAT F §9 §
sawT fad sRat § )

*SHRI M. S. SIVASWAMY (Tiru-
chendur): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I wish
to participate in the Discussion under
Rule 183 on the Loco Running staff
strike and to express my views on

thig issue on behalf of my party, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.

Many hon. Members of this House,
who preceded me, expressed their
varying views on this issue. But
the Members belonging to the ruling
Congress Party unequivocally stated
that the strike by the loco running
staff is illegal and they demanded
withdrawal of the strike. Sir, if you
look at the history of the loco running
staff strike, you will find that this
strike is not just a bolt from the blue.
The seeds for the discontent among
the loco running staff were sown as
early as 1967, when the loco running
staff of Southern Railway went on

vs (D) 370.

strike. 'I:hey went on mass sick leave
to express their discontent, At that
time, the then Railway Minister;
Shri Poonacha, gave an assurance
in his reply to the question raised by
Shri Anandan Nambiar on this issue
on 1-8-67 in this very house ag follow:

As mentioned earlier, we wi'l
rerlainly give very sympathet:c
consideration as per the discussion
that took place yesterday and neces-
sary action will follow the moment
normalcy 1s restored.

This assurance was given to
sovereign House six years ago. It
is most regrettable that after six
years we are to talk about this assur-
ance in this House today. It 1s not
just a year or two. It is nearly six
years now that this assurance to the
loco running staff is in the talking
stage.

this

Sir, on 12-7-1968, the Prime Minister
of our country, who was acquainted
with this issue, gave an assurance
that the grievances of the loco run-
ing staff would be looked into and
expeditious remedial measures would
he taken. Again. on 17-7-1968, the
then Railway Mimster Shri Perumal
Ghosh, assured this House that ex-
peditious steps would be taken by the
Railway Ministry for redressing the
genuine grievances of the loco run-
ing staff. After that, Shri G L. Nanda
who was the Railway Minister, on
10-5-1870 stated in this House in the
form ac an assurance that every
effort would be made to remove the
grievances of the loco running st:aﬂ.
On 4-6-1971, Shri K, Hanumanthma.h
repeated the same assurance to ‘thx.s
House, followed by Shri T.A. P?.a on
19-12-1972 and the present Railway
Minister, Shri L.N. Mishra on !'{.8.
1973. It is really a matter of surprise
that Shri L.N. Mishra continues to be
the Railway Minister, who can be
confronted with his own assurance
fo this House. In January, 1973 there
was a Conference of All India Loco
Running Staff in Burdwan, in which

" "“The original speech was delivered in Tamil.
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4 unanimous resolution containing
cheir 31 demands was passed. There
was an unstarred question, No, 4896,
on 273.1973 to which Shri L.N.
Mishra, the Railway Minister assur-
ed this House that every effort would
be made to meet the legitimate de-
mands of the loco running staff ex-
peditiously.

19,00 hrs.

From 1967 to this day, so many
assurances have been given to this
House and all of them have remained
unfulfilled. Sir, 1 need not say that
this sovereign House, which is the
highest forum for ventilating the
genuine grievances of the people, is
to decide the destiny of this country.
If the assurances given to this Housc
are not implemented, wherelse the
people can go to get their grievances
redressed? Six years after, when the
assurances given by successive Ruil
way Mini-ters have not been imple-
mented. the loco running staff took
this last recourse to strike. When 1
hear the vociferous arguments of the
hon. Members whether the strike 18
legal or illegal, I am painfully re-

37t

minded of the ancient saymng that,
when Roms wa- burning Nero was
fiddling.

If four thousand tonnes of food-

grains sre not moved daily by train
from Kandla Port to Gujarat and
Maharashtra, the people of these
States would face immediate starva-
tion. In the southern region, many
trains are not running due to this
strike. When the country is {facing
a grave economic crisis, if adequate
quantities of coal are not moved by
train, the industrial production in the
country will come to a grinding halt.
When the assurances given to the
Joco runmng staff during the past six
years have not yet been implemented
by the Government, to make the
question of strike a matter of pres-
tige for the Government &nd to de-
bite about it as to whether it is legal
or iflegal, is indeed highly deplorable.
“T'o uge the powers under D.LR,, MISA
and such other draconian laws against

AUGUST 6, 1978

in Railwauc 37 -1
(D)

the siriking loco running staff, instead
of against black-marketeers and
hoarders of fodgrains, is to be con-
demned with all force. I appeal to
the hon. Minister of Railways, Shri
L. N, Mishra, to devote his entire
attention to solving the genuine griev-
ances of the loco running staff in
particular and of all the railway
workers in general, and not dissipate
his energy in the political feuds of
Bihar. He should realise that as the
Central Minister of Railways his res-
ponsibility is primarily towards dis-
charging his onerous duties for effi-
cient working of the entire Railway
system in the country.

In the end, before I conclude, {
would like to point out that the de-
mands of the loco running staff are
not so extraordinary as not to be con-
ceded by the Railway Ministry. They
are just ordinary demands, which de-
serve immediate and favourable consi-
deration by the Railway Ministry.
The Railway Miister should not
mike this question as if the entire
prestige of the Railway Mimstry s
involved in this, in view of the fact
that for six long years the loco run-
ning staff have drgwn blank in the
hands of the Ralway Ministry. The
assurances given to this House in re-
gard to solving the genuine griev-
ances of love running staff have not
yet bzen fulfilled. In this back-
ground, the strike of the loco running
staff should be lookeg at and imme-
diately their genuine grievances
should be redressed.

With thesg words, I conclude.

w aefag MoV R | ArAYe
waef TR, R 3T gEA A AT
wawr = fqa e & o A ¥ g
rosimd il g wewes
wa A1 Gga W avWr wifgy | wdi 58 fan
qx¥ ¥ T @ fad ot qifedi i amw
g ¥ At § wrwl s € o) 4w afe-
feafa ax & fx wmvecy, giasy, va7
w2 o fage ¥ g g ot &9 W
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S FY aga oy § 1 w7 A wifew
gfefegfar Seawt gra 8, fomd arv &wr
& dmi &1 faa et @l o1 wa-witas
¥y foaye e g 217 ¥7 95 FvAT
arfee fv s g ot & sw wEw aw
& wQ¥I (A0g #aT 1 5 71w
TEIA FT HHE AT 5F |

gfemanifaafs rrd ? saga &
T @517 &WA WA b, &7 AT @ W F
T wigfA A wr O 4, wafr
FA9 580 F47 WY g0t wfeqr & afr
7 72 ¢ 1 qw WA 2 e s sk
&1 Tho #ro Krfe 3 @ u.=w w1 fafaA
®Hr 97 gy agA, feaar ador aw
 fr o miaddy #1 W frAT A famar
§ 57 3 Yz o Y GE A E AT
15 oA 5 A IHET W7 IEAT LAY
B, GT T TG ET WO AATTETATY )
TEE AL 5% B AT FITA 57 R
BT R AT ST M A HAT
9799 & W vfgw sy Sraf @
T AGA AT FFAT 97 W= WAT A
g

¥ fagza s wwan g v &
uw e gfirifaez g 1 83 et S i
TRigi1agrmamgiefing e
BT ®lv T WA O A5 a4 W &t
grara € ¥ &fww, dwr far o wmas
W % fr Aag erEA s gwimw @
& SAET ET yny gar , fsmey gwT
T gEAR w0 wrl § ) e
AT W e HOT, ¥ IR FEe W
girariagsmuadr g

S® WG w4EG TF TTEY F UK
gfawa &1 [ F7a & a1 foe wiss #3-
wlarew gfwa w7 v v 2o wigm
9t ¥ wifver ¥ fral e gfmEt )
WA T Y SR ¥ Wy ¥ Wt
foafol @ & 1 Wy o 1 e
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T §, IFT W TIEeT | owoy
feme va& & | Qg 3 27 53 avT A
OT-91 7 W 3 1 A5 ot no o
ot 7 g @ fwir w € fregae A
0 sk § A saF v 7 (o
BT 8 1 Afas 3 470 A Wz wE
TN F71HR I9% AT IAF1 0% I7
T WG A THA TF G fgT &
HAWA & ¢ W7 WS 9L ET AT, AT 6H-
T TN AN W AR T AT IR
HT TR w1 7@ =frr av 3

.50 §% A5 97 qA@ 7H fawe
affrgfr 1 &1@ 351 e FTw
9 %, wAAT 8T 4% # ¥ 3w oW
afvfeaf 1 w7 @ w77 7 wowT A
SEAM X | WAV AN KT THTE T
vEE IEF 0 T H 9 wmr o
7T amEE A F A da g
# =7 fufae= 71 waAT 2 1 77 af7r-
fea ¥zl s A &y = 59
fT FIT &1 T TFANTSE ¥, AART
AT ¥ fom gavar ¢ qiv aga & v
o mFTae F arn ST g Fawd
T a7 e g i1 s Aisdrfaw em-
Ty wETmg Al uTA 41 faTz afrfeafs
F Fuq § A SAAT U A T
FU[; L U WOGG W AAT ) EW
T g ® WWEA R NI gEEA
LTL Qe 37 | M AT BGASE AT
‘GEe-KA-HTHA T3H I B
AW AT ST AN H ATOF PN T
o 7 F7AT AF F—-Ho Fr e
FTRGA I, W WA 0T R AT
s T ¢ ag o F7 (@ faey Ao
fov & #2EF TSRS §7 AW
AR AT AT & mig g7 froaanse
FEwT BT Ao wY a9 7L A A-
wAT, wrAg wat o &7 Rt wagT 1
fawrea ® guAaT g, fedt qoge et
fafwewrea %X ¥ Seear g 1 afa
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Qar g AT, & garafr of wrqd vy bis party comrades are already part

g, gW WA ¥ waw wok §w g,
-wag et W W § ) A
oI 8 gAY F for fedr s ¥,
famr fd) TwaIfas o €1 9sme AR
I AT K A wgd & e aww T
N #5100 i gfvaes € o| Wik
qg ST AW 5@, TET T A T W
qi<feafar &1 g { g3, a0 &1 wiqar N
gFT ®T HHHY T foqe &
SEWE W AT @A N IT
H I8 99T F&M Al W74 A, T
& ot faiew wem f& wgaqfagds
FAET A g A w3
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
{Rajapur). Mr. Chawman, Sir, whea
Shr1 stamavatar Shastn inutiated the
discussion on this important subject,
I wish he, as a trade unionist who 15
involved in the struggle, had actualiy
mobilised the mass support of varivus
sections of this House, If | were in
his place, I would have tried to mobi-
lise the broadest support in thus Hou:e,

Unnecessarily he went into the trade
union rivalries; unnecessarily he tried

to rub the two Federations; unneces-
sarily he briught Shri  George
Feinandes into the picture. Even

then, Sir, we will settle our account:
of trade union rivalries somewhere
else. It is an unwritten rule of the
trade union movement that, when
the workers are on strike and when
they are in the trenches of their
struggle, you have to see that they
are brought out of the crisis and the
substance of their economic demands
1s won. That is the attitude of any
progressive trade unionist and I, as
a socialist, in spite of Mr. Ramavatar
Shastri’s criticism against the Cheir-
man of the Socialist Party and the
militant trade union leader of a mili-
tant trade union movement in this
country, do not want to join issues
regarding his rivalry with the Fede-
ration bescuse I know that he and

and parcel of the All India Railway-
men’s Federation. They might have
Some grievances. Leaving that aiside,
I come to the issue proper.

_There are certain problems on which
discussions have been going on. They
have sent a number of memoranda.
Mr. Ramavatar Shastri has quoted
various communications sent to the
rauway authorities. We in thas House
are interested in solving the criss.
Myself ang my organisation are defini-
tely against any category-wise unjons.
Tne AITUC 1s also against 1t. It 18
good that Shri Indrajit Gupta has
made it clear that he personally and
his trade union organisations also do
not want the various categories to
organise unions. In the railway in-
dustry, if we permit these types of
unions to come up, 700 unions can be
organised in the railway industry and
that will be the death knell not only
of the raillway authorities but also
of the organised trade union move-
ment 1n the country. Therefore, we
do not want such snlinter category-
wise unjons to take plave. (Interrup-
tions'y Please listen to me. The reality
of the situation might be that some
of the loco staff members might have
a gricvance agamnst the All India
Railwaymens Federation to which I
have wunflinching allegiance. But
these are ways and wavs in which
these can be settled and 1 would
urge that even if any sections want
to get their demands agitated in a big
industry like the railways, if you
go on launching categorywise strug-
gles, it will be difficult to bring pres-
sure on the Railway Board and the
Railway authoritier and, in the in-
terests of achieving their economic
demands and in order to achieve their
just demands, it is necessary that the
struggle iz ns broad-based as possible.
But on that score I shall not like to
condemn the present struggle. 71 will
not condemn the atrike on the ground
that it is not broad-based. But, alt
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the same, it 1s g struggle and, there-
fore, 1 woula consider a struggle as
an external manifestation of un in-
ternal discontent Therefore, I would
ke to aind out as to what tnenu
grievances are. Therefore, I woula
piead with the Mimster. do not go
by prestige, do not go by statu.
symbols and 1 would also appeal to
this category union to try to sit round
the table and try to mobilise the sup-
port oL vdriods sxctions o f  trade-
unionusts in this House, and thiough
this Parliament and 1ts Members we
wiil request the Minister to consiaer
the grievances of the loco workers,
try to sort them out and sce whether
the core of the economic demand. put
forward by this oigamsation can br
legiumately met [ am  swe the
leadersship of the two Fede:ations
also will mobilice their strength bee-
ause u'timately 1f such an organis
ed section of the railway industiy
goes out and actually develops a
splinter tendency, 1t will be to the
detriment of the Fedeiation whecther
it 1s the fedcration led by Shn
Sharmau or whether 1t 1s the Fede-
ration led by Mr Peter Alvare-~

In conclusion, 1 will say none of u
differs on some of the basic aemaad,
hke the revocation of the suspensions,
removal of the reversions, ending ot
the tiansfers, offering them pay pro-
tection, offering them job suarantees
ending victimisation and giving them
a categorical promise These are somc
of the basic i1ssues on which even the
two federations will not disagree and
they will also use their good ofhice

Theiefore, on the one side 1 will
urge the Railway Mimster to conu-
der the core of the economic demands
Of course, I will not plead for giving
representation to categorical union
not because 1 owe allegiance to the
All India Federation Even if f am
not supporting 1t :n the interests ol
erganised trade union, but I consider
the core of the econormuc demands
quite just and I would appeal to the
Minister and simultaneously I would
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appeal to these umions to get the

sympathy of this Parliament and get
sume assurance from the Minister and
advise the loco workers to withdraw
the strike so that they may join the
mainstream of the greater struggle
that 15 coming 1n and whi h 1s to te a
part and parcel of the wider struggle
and which has the greater possibility
of not only achieving yow cuirent
demands, on which you should ge¢t on
assurance just now bul also aclueve
even the wider demands So, in this
spirit of trade uniomsin I will appeal
to Mr Ramavatar Shastr1 and the
Minster

ot wARwT gty (afmar) wrEdE
warafa Y, ag gwr? afaae w7 ¥ fw
wag7 "o 7 A ¥ fag mfem
s v s 1 Furlr Ao fro wide
¥ wrdl & agy fr 31 47 A Aifaar 2
Fawgriwfarg 1 WA AR Al §
sgaAzAa g waferg 2\ far T
gz fgmrar =iEar § ——Wd "EET,
gy, T & afrr w7 ¥ fafee-
HIZAMA ¥ 97 99 TH 4 A I AR
F1 780 welgqat ¥ 3@, THA F A
v mifagqr 7 32m T AwEd ¥ Y
g 7 QA & AT femadl # ag
7% o TAF T WIS, wA A
Faggd 27 &1 AR TG A AT
F1 JAAT GE7 + g FEA I

=t Q& Qo FANT AT AE
wiEv fafweey mzga AFT ®EA @
g7 ar § Afra oy A} )

! AR NQT FW HEA F
farmgr dare gt f gwdi e i &
N wwgd ¥ fanw & 1 Aw FHA
wrﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬂi%lamﬁ
¥or %) frafy § 9AH TWHE WA W
weE A weAr wfgq 9 W,
or ST W Xy §, WIE AT, TR
wifz ¥, que formrae § wod wfoa)
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[ =frsT swerx)
& i A gt W & o foruy
e At faw g ¥ s @ A WY
A% W g, A H2E i ¥ ww
w3 §, Sfw guwy favare & w for
T, THAY Sy fout iy | gEfer wa
W & awd &), W ga@ 5o <@ A,
qETR TErgRr § T a4y T gwr wifaa
€ Afg wogd & (452 &, 57 K O
wTH FT § AW H v F fawa
¥ ug wra g f gwnt wafadi & sig
T Y Y, quvwg, I wifx o
ot gTEAUT TNA RET U, A I R
Fg1 Tt fr 3w A A A
fafazmggws & gmr | #7137 wla-
% oot & ar o 3gi gl e By A
AT A IR HAY FT 2T VAT T
T IT* F2A 97 7T TF g A mih
g wfastiwr Y 71 A7 § 7 %
B @ Afe gurdt Afedr S-awge
¢ fug we a9 g fa ww
avee AR & v i fafeemgaoe gu A
& wwgdi 37 ;g faur (o v @
fo gw wwgr & gy wgryafa 2ax g,
W TE EwEE & FraewAr @ fa aredr
AT £ Nifa o 51 wwiaT T
gfaaem §, I96 W_7T FIH 774 B A6
Tt g, Afae sy €1 qave FTET
qEN TET WifEU ug FHY, 9 T AT
feafer & qorapav gy &, eI T AL
§ w5 I w1 Wt g f nw gfTe
g1 wfely, &faw wa dr oz ot w6
{o w7 SO & aver &~ F A Flawr TAT
A1 gEArw WY AvaT A S ) w4
arEwF ¢ aega € #m gea 6
¥ wr v 1% 7 Fr€ JWAL WAW
gy wfed | sere oAt wawgr @ AT
Hog GO AUT FTT | WOT AT &Y
e 7Y
Wy gt W w7 wwy wrd gferw
dwe § foraiy gimar w7 Y gward §1
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S Y ST T R TR o ST
TR ug Wi feur W v gare
Farer w1 (osd e w1 g frmen
St EF 1 wg ot Wd st o ud
T 1 ¥ A § % for g w1
X fart Ut ITHT GF I gy, @
&% f fgar ur dvy e 7 o g, WiT
AR ava gAAr wfgd| AT gy 7
e g Amy F W @ wdy
& IART wWEAN w7 gAA F oy 7%
7%t gora & far darc §

SHRI P. M. MEHTA (Bhavnagar):
I do not want to touch upon the pownt
whether the shopwise or categorywise
umon should be recognised or not,
because, that is not the issue before
the House The 1ssue betoie the
House 15 the current situalion in the
Railways 1 would Jike lo ask a pont-
ed question to the hon Minwter Has
the situation arisen all of a »uldden?
Nu I think the situation hua, not
arrsem all of a sudden T regret that
the Admumstration generally ha, nut
attended to the grievances and  the
prublems of the loco employves

As at 18, it 15 ending sinee long as
mv hon mend, Shiy  Ramavauar
Shasuaiyl mentioned i hig specch,

Now, Si, T would hke to state that
there 1o a strong feeling in this coun-
try, patticularly, amongst the workers
and students that this Government
do not understand the peaccful and
constitutional means adopted for re-
dressing the grievances of the peope
This Government only understand.
the language of force, threat and vio-
lence That 15 the situation that 1$
arising every now and then, I know
of ce'tain cases of this nature which
were referred to P & T, in my opinion
fivs vears ~go. which have not yet
been settled. The workers arc los-
ing faith in the constitutional or
peaceful approach. And it is this
which has ereated this situation.
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1 would now say that the Govern
ment should not make this u pres-
tige issue. At the same time, 7 would
also request the Union not to .nke
this as a prestige issue Both should
gsimultaneously come tg scitlement
by discussing acrosg the table and by
finding out a solution so as to bring
the country out of the preseni erisis
I end my specch only with this obser-
vation,

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Y«
mean this. time the Governmont
should not vield to any threats Thal
is what you want to say

SHRI P. M MEHTA: 1 say thal
this is due to negligence of the Guv-
ernment Thi< Government iz primi-
rily responsible for this I would sa)
that a solution should be found out
S'multaneously the workers, the 1ir-
presentatives of the workers and
Government should sit together for a
discussion acioss the table to come to

a solution.

St gwe Trw vy XX (1A
arz) Awmefy S Ew? THI ¥ AR
Imwr AT wsy A g enior &
T wfamT & vy Y A
# oqrq & ggar saAr 7 B Y A
Y queifir 2, 77 § A7 gAY I Ao
am oasr F W T Ty AT ove g
vrg e Y A e AT A wiE A T
Fenfawr Yardr a1 0 GuT 31y 2
Fazar 7 ey iy mfra 33 A1 Afra
QI GEY G 37 ¥y AT oI AL 0
e g e gy o ooz
A3 { A wroaq ¢ 74 B eew Fran
T 300 FAT ®7AT TTA IPT A A
& a7z AY WY AT & Ay wAWAr ®
Iy ATT) FALT W FIHNT F A0
aawy & fr R A% T S wret 4
fore wfva s yTAYw g T FOTETN
frad 1so AR g a X Al
1296 L5.—13
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% 4 37 T9A & (o w0 afrey A
wTr WY 3R ferat i oraaer £ qve
W WA e gAY ¥ R owemy
afrfeafa 2147 =1 Y & wwar & o
R AT 7T Hq7 THAT 97 ) aga
AP tag g g 3w o Eow
T T ImE A Ay Y
FFET T FEE AN 1A
faar Far oy 721 & worz fy A7
faea Zrm A 22T FrdY 600 &
1100 0 faaar 2 w30 21 F groaet
T 125 0% ¥7 500 7o 76 0z fyep
FHTATIO AR ¥ IS 3759
500 ¥ 9f7 81z frgar 21 TOw
fRaw 7 7 Wy A7 F {m e
AT 997 AT AR B & &
e g = Y mfer v o @
AT # 1w Gy ofy fran SRR Y gAY
T HIT A ¥ A ¥ A FAr W AT
ITRT ATCIAT ¥ w9 | fzar W w8,
wagafar wwrd | F geare vV
ey 2 A T Ffew adue g9 99 1 oY
e - fpr 1y frarE v o T weeT
TRIF AT IR IR i w6
3g WO AT & wmAr g A vy faar
fareaft = 21 wEnlt | A wrew
g fFr 3 o ed

1 R WA WA TTEAT
AT WFATE 7

s gqo o T e T2y : 7 &
qRAT 47T g A7 I WA T

off ne ow gAA W et a e ? fr
#wr 71 afrferfa ag AT # | 93
Y srsrare i 37 Ao fag o wrEd
AT oy X Ty 2 7 A v WYY
war @ oA v §, & e
o A1 & fqo R T A% AR
ge @@t gy fge @Y | g o
aTe wn¥ ¥ qrfy § iR ¥ oF FMA
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYL
(SHRI L N MISHRA): Mr. Chair-
man, I have lstened to the debate
with gireat patience and care. At
the outset I should Iike to masure the
hon Members that whatever cons-
{ructive suggestions have flown from
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them would be looked into carefully
and it would be my endeavour to see
that the Loco Runnnming Staff get »
fair deal.

As the House knows, the locomen
went on strike on the muuiught o
ist-2nd of thus month and touay 14
the fifth day of theiwr strike It has
been reaily a period of great suess
and strain for the ralways to tacc
this kund of unexpected deveiopmen:
wnen the national economy 1s iacing
a difficuit situation. This sirke has
been resorted to without following
the elemeniary principle of trade
unionism. No ballot was taken, no
notice of strike was given to u;s not
even the date of the strike was com-
municated to us.

SHR1 INDRAJI1 GUPTA. Hew can
these things be done when you have
already declared stiikes iliega:?

SHRI L. N MISHRA, | nave 1o
Keep the recora stzight, and | reguest
you to be patient., | do not want v
g0 mto the details ot the valious
grievances ana of demands of  the
woirkers of the railways here at thi.
stage It can be discussed 1n a joint
meeting of the representatives of the
locomen and the ralways. Hele |
should like to mention only one w
two points The strike has affected
12 out of 49 divisions on b out of 9
conal jailways work as on integiateu
network and the mal-functioning ot
one zone or one division naturally
affects the others in the zone The
strike of the loco staff at uaportant
points has of course dislocated goods
and passenger traffic. But with the
judiclous use of resources and high
sense of duty of willing workers
supervisars and officers, we nave
succeeded In maintaining the flow of
commodities essential to the lije of
the nation and its basic indusiries —
power houses, steel planis and fertili-
sers. Supplies of washed coal to the
steel plants have been mentioned at
a satisfactory level and petroleum
specials have been rushed to the
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North. Tnce movements of fuodgrains
irom Punjub and Haryana to the
deficit areas, where buffer stocks were
low, had deciined to 438 wagons a
day on the fuust day of the stiuke.
It was stepped up to 580 wagons on
the second day and yesterday, to 61y
wagons,

Long distance passenger services
have veen maintained at 95 per cent
ot the normal Overa.l, 75 per cent
of the passenger and 65 per cent of
the gouds services have been opeldt-
ed during the last five days.

Heie 1 snould like to put on recoud

my appreciation tor the sense ot
devotion to duty and 1esponubibiy
and of tne great effort pug i by

thousands of railwaymen, espeually
the luco runming staff supervisors arut
officeis who hdave kept the wheels
moving day and night 1n spite oi
difficulties I should hke to give one
assurance here to those people that
their setvices would not go uniecog-
nised ] am really sorry tu report
to the House that there have bLeen
a large number of cases of intimida-
aon and coercion of the willing wor-
kersg coupled with physical wviolence
and even kidnapping of the men on
duty At some places, I had to men-
tion the name of Dongapost and
Ranchi on South Eastern Railway
the loco staff had to run away from
therr homes to escape the intimida-
tors,

The strikers jomned by mscreants
from outside have forced shunting
engines as well as engines of run-
mng trains to drop fire, thus 1m-
mobilising the locomotives and caus-
mng obstruction to traffic.

In one case, the regulator of an
engine was ripped open and the un-
manned engine collided with two
other engines, causing grievous inju-
ries to some employees.

The House would appreciata thet
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despite difficultiey caused by the
strike, the Indian Railways lhave buen
able to run a large number of pas-
senger and goods services.

Belore 1 conclude, I would seen
the indulgence of the House ana
support of the hon. Members of aii
sections of the House in making an
appeal to the loco running staff to
come back to work and restore noi-
mal functioning of the Indian Rail-
ways, especially in view of the criti-~
cal situation through which we are
pasiing today.

1 would aiso state that if this iligai
strike 13 called off within 48 hours
from now, all the loco running stau
incluchug whe office bearers of theu
assoclaion who have been arrested
wouiu pe released without any delay,
especrally with a view to fucilitate
the holding of talks with their 1(pie
sentatives regarding their gitevances
1 would like to state here that what-
ever assurances I had given to th
wocomen at the time of the carlies
strtke 1 May 1973 would be implc-
mented in letter and spinit I would
lhke to mention here that when to:
May strike was called off, I hud giver
three assurances. (1) release of thos.
arrested, (2) no victimusation and
(3) discussion between the Railway
and the representatives of the Loco
Running Staff,

So far as the first point 1= con-
cerned, i.e., the release of those
arrested, I think almost all of thosu
who were arrestd have been relcased,

As for No. 2, to the best of my
knowiedge there has been no victim-
1sation. If theré has been any, in-
dividua! cases should be brought to
our notice and fthey would be care-
tully louked into.
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About the third pouat, 1.6, the dis-
cusaion between the Railways and tne
representatives of the locomen, it
mdy be brought to your kind notice
that three sittings were held with
the representatives of the locomen
and more were o follow, In the,
meetings that I have been having
with the leaders, wmncluding some
Members of Parhament, in the coutse
of the iast 3 or 4 days,—~I have met
I think the representatives of INTUC,
HMS, ALTUC and CPM also—I have
categorically stated that there would
be no harassment of the loco runmng
staff represciilatiVes including those
of the All India Loco Running Staff
Association who would come to parti-
cipate in the discussion whuch could
be held withun 5 days of the caliing
off of the strike

I would aiso say that in respect of
the 1mplementdtion of the May assur-
e status quo ante 1¢ the position
oy on 24-5-73 would be maintained

To kevp the 1ecurd straight, I would
ake ty meation one more point ¢,
that 1if there has been a wviolation of
the May strike assurance, 1t has been
on the pait of the locomen Wwhose
1epresentatives had given a calegori-
cal assurance to me that the locomen
would not go on strike for a mnimum
period of six months. But as the
House knows, this strike has come
just after two months. However, 1
do not want to pursue this point but
would only reiterate my earlier ap-
peal that the locomen must come
back to work and their grievances
will be !joked into.

1955 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
August 7, 1973/Sravana 16, 1895

(Saka). ,



