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of tiie difficulties that they have pointed 
out may be gniuine. It is no use the State 
Government dedartng some areas as 
badEward and saying that taoMUuy con> 
cessions will be given for such pec^le who 
start industries there, unless the necessary 
infhhstructure also goes along with that; 
unless an attemirt on the part of the State 
Government to bring the tnfra-stnicture 
goes along with that dedaraticm̂  X am 
afraid it would only be on fiaper that most 
of the schemes will appear. 1 would ear-
nestly request the hon. Member to see 
that suffic^t pressure is iMxmght on the 
UP. Government to give them alt the faci< 
lities and build up the infra-structure so that 
they may be able to go ahead with this...

SHRl DINESH SINGH : The hon. 
Minister has just taken over this Ministry. 
Therefore. 1 would not liice to say anything 
more excqpt that it is not the U.P. Govern-
ment whidi has decfaured the area as back-
ward; it is the Central Government which 
has declared it backward. Thetefore, it 
is the respouibility of the Central Govern-
ment to iwovide this. What is the use 
of passing it on to the poor Goveamment 
like the U.P. Government? 1 hope« the 
Minister will read tbe,background of this and 
assure that it will be put up in pratapgarh.

I fSHRl T. A. PAl : If havedeclared 
certam districts as backward and have 
not ahead with the rest of the program-
me, then I am sorry, it is a mistake. I 
still own that declaration that, if a parti-
cular district is backward, only providing 
monetary incentive to start any industry 
tixsie is not going to hdip; unless the neces-
sary infra-structure by way of communi-
cation, roads and electricity is also assured, 
no industrialist is fikdy to go ahead. 
While it is still open to us to take up ftno 
question, the assurance of jjower supply 
will be with the State Govemnwat; 1, o» 
my part, wotikt persuade the State Govern-
ment to expedite H as much as

A attt thortagi and rtM %  
in prkes of tRSMmf 
ComaodiHi^

SHRI OINBN BHATTACKAitYirA 
j(Serampore): Were aU these not gone 
into before you issued the indtistiial Ucence?

AN HON MEMBER: He is shiftmgit 
to some other place.

SHRl T.A. PAI : No, Sir. Ht is not 
going. He has only asked for pennission.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Why did you issue permission ?

SHRl PILOO MODY : On the other 
hand we have here an example of a passen-
ger car manufacturmg company which has 
only got a letter of intent but it has built 
up tremendous sheds and factories and 
machmes, everything right here in Haryana.

SHRI T. A. PAI: I hope the hon. Member 
will be satisfied with my assurance that 
the request of the party for shifting of this 
factory will not be given , but, on the other 
hand, we shall try to persuade the party 
to set I t  up in Pratapgarh District as a 
lot of expectations has been raised in the 
minds of the people that the tractor fac-
tory will come. All the same, a lot of 
facilities have to be provided for training 
the local personnel because merely the 
location of an industry is not going to 
remove the backv^rdness of the area un-
less the men are also trained and prepared 
for being absorbed in this industry as alvo 
in the ancillary industries that are going 
to be set up.

13.37 hrs.
DISCUSSION RE : ACUTE SHORT-

AGE AND ABNORMAL RISE IN 
PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODI-
TIES.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; Shri Bhag- 
wat Jha Azad. Absent. Shri K .D . Malaviya,

SH RI D. K. PANDA (Bhanjanagar):
Sir, I want to speal<.......

M R. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : N ot now. 
If there is time left, you will get your chance.

SH RI D. K. PA ND A  ; I just want to  
say something.

M R. D EPU TY-SPEA KER : N ot now. 
If  tim e is left to your party, you will get 
that time.

SH RI D. K . PANDA : I am making 
this request because I have got to go away 
a t 4 0’ clock. Sir.

M R. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : All right; 
I  will keep that in mind.

Now, Shri K . D . Malaviya. 
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fPRlT ft ’Pf WWW % «ftr vs >BnW9T »nR 
ir ftfww ^ I tpir wt 5̂!rr ^  irfVt
iflT ^  ^  3nrT?T I » »!Wt ^  anfir
»T*nsft ^  ’PT ®*n̂  ^

TipSt t  ?w 1̂ r̂ : ^npr js
fV fT  Vr f??nw ^  ^  «ltT 3JTRT
% mmrr ®>iPr 3?rr <rt*n'>

We have to lay emphasis on the distri- 
buticm aspect of the essential commodi-
ties. If we do not change our system 
of distribution and if we do not take the 
association of non-official bodies which 
believe in progress, ivhich believe m the 
democratic aspects of our li£e, whether 
they belong to the Congress or they do 
not belong to the Congress^ we shall not 
be aMe to achieve mtidi in this duoctioQ. 
Let us form such conerete organised bo* 
dies at the base levdl. I would invite ev«n
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parties tike the Jan Sangh and the Swa- 
tantra or any others; if they really mean 
business, if they believe in progress, if they 
believe in democracy, then we can find 
out ways and means at the lowest level 
for a propfr distribution of whatever 
commodities are available. Whatever com-
modities are m scarcity will remain scarce 
for some more time. If hon. Members 
think that m the next four or five months 
we arc going 10 solve the question of scar-
city, then 1 would say that we are not gor 
ing M>lve it. It cannot be solved by any 
governmeiK. even if a one-man govemraeni 
comes here, as Shri Piloo Mody would 
like. It Will never be solved.

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : The 
only difference between me and him is 
that 1 would like a  one-man government 
whereas he would like a one-women go> 
vemmeat.

SlfRI K. D. MALAVIYA : The differ-
ence between me and him is that he is 
three tunes heavier than I. '

So I submit this problem of distribution 
has to be tackled in recognition of the fact 
that essential commodities are now in 
short supply. This will take some time 
to improve. The production system has 
to change. Till now the philosophy of 
prodiKtion has been to keep it in a frame-
work of scarcity conditions. I can prove 
it, if 1 have tune, to show that in every 
essentul commodity, the scarcity is mostly, 
not wholly, due to the fact that there are 
some people who control the production 
of the commodity. Whether it is dalda 
or cement or any other, this situation is 
deliberately piecipitated so as to see that 
the commodity remains in a condition o f 
scarcity, Therefoie, for the sdution to- 
the whole problem, we have to coH>peFatfr 
with Oovemment in solving the |»obiem> 
of proper distribution.
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Tftke* for infttanoe, kerosone. It mt»t 

noeive priority in dk»*ributiofi oh the rural 
side in oertkin States like Bihv, Eastern 
UP or eertttin pomioas of Mahanuhtm. 
These areas require preference because 
they have not got other sources of power. 
There are bigger areas or more prosperous 
areas where we can afford to cut the dis-
tribution so far as the quantity is concerned. 
The quantity of distribution can be changed. 
But if we go on in the same old manned 
of computing the quantity of distribution 
area>wiae, we will not be abk> to solve the 
problon.

1 have ventured to put forward this idea 
simply because there are people who stand 
up and criticise Government or certain 
authorities for lack of proper distribution. 
My submission is that the dlstnbution 
system has to be changed, Ihe production 
system has to be reorganised and then 
both production and dKtnbution has to 
be controlled. Unless we have proper 
control*'] do not mean total c(mtrol~uniess 
we have a proper healthy control over 
production and distribution, we are not 
tt(oing to solve the problem. This is all 
1 want to say.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKFR : Shii D. K. 
Panda, as a very special case.

SHRI D. K. PANDA (Bhamanagar) ;
1 shall complete the observations of my 
colleague as far as price rise is concerned. 
Three times dtiring 1973 there has been 
a discussion on this subject, but on all 
these occasions the same stereotype ans> 
wers have been given by the Mmiiters 
concamed. Though specific suggestions 
had been made several times and we de-
manded that the wholesate trade in all 
essential commodittet should be taken 
over, it was not heeded. But c«i 10th 
Instant, the Prime-Minister made a state* 
ment htsting that periiaps the only way 
out wril} be to tefci» over the whoksafe trade 
not only in foodgrahif but alio oUier

essenttal commodittoi. Of coune, tiiit 
is wekunne. But aflMr each debate or 
statement, we find priecs gioiag up.

‘niere was a theory propounded that 
with increase in (voduction, prices would 
come down. That has been exploded. 
Govmunent’s own figures will clearly 
show that this is a false theory that has 
been trotted out. I97&.7I and 1972-73 
were the tvw» years duriiq̂  whkJi the pro-
duction of other foodgrains reached the 
peak. In 1970-71, when it was 108.4 
million tonnes, the wholesale pnce index 
had gone up to 201.1, and in 1972-73 when 
it was 253,4 up to September, 1972, by 
March, 1973 the price index has gone up 
to 267. These are not our facts but the 
Government has been submitting these 
facts. Therefore, the very theory which 
has been advocated for a tottg period has 
been given the death-blow.

What is the reason? I am not going 
into the details of the facts, because al-
ready the price rise is there and the prices 
are galloping. What is the reason ? The 
colossid penetration of speculative conuner- 
cial capital into agriculture through big 
wholesale capitalistic traders is one of the 
main factors. I can just remind the House 
that before 1972, when there were heavy 
imports, even under PL 4S0, they could 
not check the price rise. Therefore 
we must be very, v«ry careful about the 
distribution system.

What did we demand? We demanded 
nationalisation of foodgrains trade» but 
now the Government have takoi over the 
wholesale trade in wheat; this is only a 
timHfid take-over. 26 miUioo tonoet of 
wheat are being produced hi the cowntry, 
but the total foodftaiaa* put totetlier, 
coowt to 104.4 mUfioo tonnes. So, a 
faction of the total foodgmlm has aiooe 
been controlled and that too, we know how 
inK»i»b)y fSatttng this take-over operation 
has toao. That ii  abo w y  Omt. Most
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of the hon. Member on the other side also 
Icfiow it tnd they have also inade itftteineott. 
Therefore, what I want to say is, even if 
all the loopholes are plugged stiU there 
caHBOt be a sloution because, barriftg 
26 wrfiHrtn tonnes out of the total of 104.4 
mllHnH tonnes, the remaining quantity 
of foodgrains—the major portitm of food- 
gnins ~  will be left to the hoarders, Wack- 
raarlceters and to such speculative persons. 
Therefore, we must now take effective* 
steps to nationalise the entire foodgrains 
trade.

Since the introduction of this limited 
take-over, we find there are inferior food- 
grains like gram, bajra and barley, whose 
prices have been going up from 90 to 110, 
and these speculative hoarders have been 
increasing the prices on the one hand, 
and keeping the hoarded wheat at their 
command on the other, and they are also 
colluding with the retailers and the farmers, 
and are also giving higher rates to the pro* 
duoers. And now, some of the rich kulaks 
are turning into traders. By such methods, 
there is not only hoarding but, at the same 
time, these people are purchasing gram, 
barter and biura and other cereals and sell 
them at a higher price. That means, food- 
grams of an inferior quality are being sold 
at very high prices compared to wheat 
itself. That has also been the feature. 
Now therefore the speculative Commer* 
cial capital has started deliberately and 
decisively intrasifying its operation over 
the entire £k»ld of trade in foodgrains and 
cereals including wheat, which has been 
taken over. With regard to procurement 
aafy on&4enth of the total wheat had been 
procured so far insplte of so much tomtom 
by the Oovttmmeot. What action has 
been taken against the hoarders who are 
caught nd«handed?

In the Modi Flour Mill 10,000 bags wore 
caught and Modi and Ooel were proclaimed 
oflboders and abicMiders. Just after one

(Dig.)
day under the Essential Connnodities Act 
the case was brought. The next move 
was at least to produce them. But without 
producing them before the mai^trate in 
the court,  ̂ they were released. That is 
how the law is executed against hoarders. 
In answer to my own question Mr. Shinde 
was pleased to give some figures: a list of 
hoarders has been given. From the action 
taken against them, the softness of their 
attitude had been demonstrated towards 
the profiteers and blood>suckers. Is 
MISA meant only for political op-
ponents, people who give vent to their 
feelings and raise their voice? No, that 
should not be so. MISA can be properly 
utilised agamst those persons.

We have been speaking on the budget. 
Their speech is emphatic when it comes 
to the need to hold the priceline but what 
has been done to curb the price sptirt? If 
prices rise like this, planning itself will 
be meaningless. That has been admitted. 
Inspite of that what is the Government 
going to do? There is Mack money 
which is not unearthed. There is no 
demonetisation. That is also one of the 
factors which contributes to the price rise. 
Deficit <TiMM«ang i& anoiher cootributcMy 
factor. They have not strengthened the 
puUic«distributic»i lyrstem, thoufl  ̂tepeated- 
ly It has been stated. There is no jus^- 
fication for giving them an increase of 20 
paise, to the sugar magnates Nevedas awl 
Birlas. It has been cakxdaied by the De  ̂
puty Director of Indian Statistical Insti-
tute, B.P. Adhikari that if at aU they wore 
t o  give to the workers 8.33 per cent bomis» 
the price of sugar will go up only by 0 ,7  
paise per kilo. But how much has actuaUy 
been given? 19.3 paise was given on the 
obtensible reason that they were going to  
give bonus. These magnates are in ar> 
rears to the {une of crores^of rupees; thesr 
pay no interest; even that money is dfcula* 
ting and they are thus earning tnore pco* 

fits. Tliey are sqiwezing the can egCowers.



S7 A cute shortage and MAY 15, 1973 rise ill prices o f e^em ia l 88
Com m odities (D is.)

[Shri D. K. Panda] 
by paying them less. These sugar barons 
are the very people who were sucking the 
blood of 55 crores of the people of India. 
This increase of 19. 3 paise per kilo 
bad been given statutorijy by the Govern-
ment to  the same sugar magnates. There-
fore, what we say is that these hoarders 
and  profiteers, after take over of the whole-
sale trade in foodgrains and other essential 
•commodities by Government, try to  sell 
them in fair price shops which are opened 
quite in large numbers. Now, you should 
nationalise sugar, textile and drug indus-
tries also and implement the land reforms. 
By establishment popular committees only 
you do not go to the rescue of these hoarders,
I shall illustrate this point. In my dis-
trict G anjam , in Birhampore, the students 
themselves took control over these pro-
fiteers who were selling vanaspati, baby 
food and other things. Only 50 students 
o r  so surrounded them and took over abso-
lute control. Then, came the police. I 
too  intervened. The students dem anded 
that profiteers must be brought to book 
with all the materials. This one example 
I am giving so that Government, on 
-drawing a lesson, can take effective measures 
not against the students who were demons-
trating for the price hike—against those 
hoarders. If you do not intervene and if 
you allow the people to play their own role, 
there will be further troubles. You should 
see that the attitude o f these hoarders and 
profiteers is changed or mended or ended.

Finally, I want to  say something about 
the cloth. 25 % of the coarse has to  be 
produced by the textile magnates. Is this 
being followed? No. Is there any check: 
o n  them? No. The prices have again gone 
up. I t has doubled itself o r trebled. Still, 
w e are helpless.

SHRI D IN EN  BHATTACHARYYA 
(Serampore): Still, you are supporting them.

SHRI D. K. PANDA : Even in standard 
.md medium cloth there is a rise in price

from 5 to 10. It has doubled itself. There-
fore, my point will be this. These textile 
industries should also be nationalised.
As regards vanaspati, it is clear—our 
Minister had also given an assurance the 
other day in this House—that this is de-
pendent upon the Vanaspati Manu-
facturers’ Association. It is these very 
millowners who are very much responsible 
for the scarcity and it is these very people 
who are also very much responsible for the 
price rise. Still it is on these very persons 
or associations on  whom you rely. It is 
they who push everything into the market 
vanaspati, ghee etc. in abundance. Is it 
not ridiculous? I have not got time to go 
deep into the debate in  which the hon. 
Deputy M inister of A griculture has said 
something in  this regard. I have no time 
to  refer to  that. I t seems they really de-
pend upon the Vanaspati Manufacturers' 
Association. To aggravate the matter, 
i t  has been said that  the D.C.M . Chemicals 
Factory, one of the largest factories in the 
city, had to  suspend the production in 
their factory on 30th April. This was 
one o f the factors that had been responsi-
ble for the vanaspati production going 
down. The D.C.M . Chemical Factory 
workers had gone on a sympathetic strike 
for one day only. I t was a peaceful one. 
Why were we no t interested to take action 
against the millowners? I t was they 
who had declared a lock-out and they 
suspended the production in the factory. 
The hon. Minister also gave an assurance 
that some action would be taken immediate-
ly. What action had been taken against 
this factory? I want to  know that.

Now I come to  procurement of food-
grains. We have demanded for a graded 
levy on wheat. Has it been imposed? To-
day they promise here that they will do it. 
In the Rajya Sabha, the next day, they say 
something else. Again in some Parlia-
mentary Consultative Committee or some 
where else, the same thing goes on. These
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taHu fo  cm liice this. There is no fcaded 
impoMoa of levy. This »  Hint we want. 
T to idMmid be imposed. Without this, 
«H tilks 9bcm  the wooess of the taice over 
will only be a farce. There is absolutely 
no doubt about it.

These F.CJ. ofikxrs are joiniag hands 
with the cetaiten and big boarders and 
profiteers. They al«o preserve some of 
these thing»~>hoarded wheat. Therefore, 
stern action should be taken against those 
pro&eers. If there »  a graded levy, it 
will, to a great extent, result in success.

As regards Ori!»sa, 1 ha\e a word. The 
people there are d>ing bccause of star\>aiion. 
You will know that from out of 13, m ten 
districts, the position is dtfRcult. The 

 ̂ Governor of Orissa. Shn Jattt, in a press 
conference, said that there is not onl> 
draught here but the condition has become 
so abnormally difficult So, something 
has got to be done Take for example 
Rourkela or Caiuam or Mayurbhanj dis< 
trict. In all these di&trK'ts it has become 
very acute ami there is no dnnking v̂ ater 
available. Food scarcity is there. There 
is scarcity of yam in spite of the price of 
cotton havmg gone down. Weavers are 
also dying there. F-or all these I have de* 
roanded appointment of popular com-
mittees m which the members who are 
aheady committed to the \\holesale trade 
in wheat etc. should be taken into con* 
fidenoe.

^  SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD
<Bhagalpur) : Mr* Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
it is not only frcm the papers that we know 
about the rising («ices, but! am sure every-
body, when he gets up in the morning* 
sets a hard or mild rebuke from the house-
wife about the risiiig iMices. The other 

when I deiMuided this debate, 1 asked 
you> Mr. Deputy Speaker, what your 
Madam told you that morning when you 
«ame to the Howe to preside over H. This 
roonung when I was coming to the House

, 1895 (SAKA) rise in prices of 90 
essential Commodities 

(Dm.)
I was told by my Madam that there was 
no Dalda, no sapor and no kerosene avai-
lable in the house. I do not know whether 
there are a few fortunates who havi these 
things.

Why are these things not available? Is 
It because there is absolute scarcity or is it 
becau« there are anti-social elements?
I do not say the adminKtration is sup-
porting them but may be they are weak 
and are not able to catch hold of the anti-
social elements. The figures from the Fi-
nance Mumtry indicate that the price rise 
in March. 1973 over March, 1972 is 14% 
in all cominodities. 17% in foodgrams, 
19*', in oereah, 52% in bajra, 30% in 
industrial commodities and so on. There 
need not be any argument about the fact that 
the price rise n there. The pwnt is, why 
are pnces rising. Economists in planning 
and growth always tell us that in an agn- 
cultural country which is devdkH>ing, 
price rii>e is a must but th^ say it will 
be slow and steady. Ours is a predomi-
nant Iv agriculturai country and we are also 
developing no doubt. But I wouki Itfce 
to know what shouki be the peroentage 
level up to which pnces can rise in a country 
like ours. Up to 1962 the price rise was 
6%. After 1962, pnces started galloping. 
According to a recent survey done by the 
United Nations and also the Intematiooal 
Labour Oitsanisation, they have ipven the 
credit to India as ksMiiag with the hii t̂est 
nse in cost of livmg compared lo the ten 
countries for which the survey was nude. 
The othezaiay I heard Professor S ia  Singh 
say that the rise in price of Dalda vanaspati 
and other ooounodities was due to scarcity 
of power. The Minister of Irrigaticm 
and Power said that the scarcity hi power 
is due to scanaty of water. The Minister 
might also say that the scarcity of water 
b not our fault because it is an act of 
God. So, let the Govarnment produce 
God before the House to explain the 
scaicity of water to  that there be 
pleoty of jMiter, wiiich win lead to phsty
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of power and, consMiuently, to ^plenty 
0f  prpduGtibn cS foqdgnins. What else 
can we say? /

There are many reasons for this scarcity. 
One of the difficulties facing the Govern-
ment is the fiscal policy. They had to 
RMort to deficit financing and prim a 
large number of notes at the Nasik Press 
because of Bangladesh. We had also huge 
expenditure on account of the fmviou5 
war. But do all these justify the gallop- 
ping prices? As a student of economids 
1 would like to kno«v this: have we cur-
tailed the noa-development expenditure? 
Of course, the Minister has said that they 
are doing it. But how fisr have they done 
it? How far have they stopped the over-
drafts of the State Governments? How 
far have the non-devtlopment expenditure 
been responsiUe for this rise?

In 197I-T2 they had a deficit of Rs. 520 
crores w ĵch came down to Rs. 515 in the 
next year. In the last budget (he dafictt 
was only Rs. SO crcHtss. 1 anneciate this. 
But I pose this question. In a backward 
economy like ours, in an agrtcuhural eco-
nomy like ours, how far shouk) the prices 
be alkiwed to rise? A slow and steady 
rise in prioes may be due to developing agri-
cultural economy in this country but the 
gallopping prices cannot be attributed only 
to that. Because, under the Essential 
Commodities Act the Goveamment have 
enough powers to check prioes aiMj take 
preventive action but they are not doing it.

An hon. fnend has mentioned jusi now 
the case of Modi who had a stock of lOjOOO 
bags. Why was he not proceeded with under 
the Maintenance of Internal SecunQf 
Act? Why was he allowed to be charye- 
iiheeted only by a sub^pector, who is 
liable to many tctaputiom? This has 
happened in the very capital of India which 
will give encouragement to the black* 
marketeers in small dties and towns to do 
what they like. The Ooveratneot do not

seem to have the couvage to ftook tlMSMS* 
people. Now that the Gkiverntnent f»ve 
got eooui^ powers, they must llgliten tbeir 
tnachinery and take qukdc and bold action.

Then 1 come to black m oi^ , widch is- 
running a parallel economy in this country. 
The Mastans, Modis and Kapadias «re 
behind it and they are circulating this 
black money and satxitagiiig the eoooomy 
of this country. While Shri Chavan was 
replying to the debate last time he said 
that they are doing their best, While I 
appreciate his sincerity, I am not convhioed 
of the capacity of the Covemment to act. 
Unless Government restrain the thousands 
of crores of black money now in circulation, 
the pnces cannot come down.* The Mack 
money must be put an end to, if necessary 
even by demonstration, as recommended 
by the Wanchoo Committee. What pre-
vents the Government from demonetising 
hundred rupee notes? Untess that is done, 
the black money cannot be prevented and 
unless that k prevented the prioes shall 
not come down. Therefore, Govenunent 
have to face this important question, as 
recommended by the Wanchoo Committee. 
Wanchoo Committee had given a large 
number of recommendations cm tax struc-
ture. on fiscal policy, on black economy. 
The HKKt important para in Wanchoo 
Committee's Report is about the Admitus* 
tration. Whatever pious measures you 
may take and with all the reforms that you 
may have got in economy, unless you have 
sight admmistiration in this country, you 
cannot have the desired end. You ounftt 
puk up Modis and the Kaimdin and otticn 
who are responsible for the spimUing pciocs.

The next point is about the procuntoaeot. 
This country, as Mr. Malavi>» taid haa 
to live with this acafcity ooncKfitkio. I iajd 
last time, I aay this time too, India h it to 
five with this scaictty in gooda. But aggloi* 
the queation isabout tfaeamnmiof scndDr. 
If acarcitjr is there, wtaf oot have the A k



price sh o p s?  L et the  In d ia n  G o v ern m en t 
speak. E ven  a fte r  they  h a d  p len tifu l 
o f ra in , a n d  a fte r  they  h ad  p len tifu l o f  
crop, p len tifu l o f  s to ck s, w e h ad  got
8 m illion  to n n es , all e v ap o ra ted  in  a  few 
m onths. G reen  rev o lu tio n  h as n o t show n 
of and  w e are  n o t anyw here  n e a r  th e  so lu -
tion a n d  o u r  h an d s  a re  d ry . I  say let th is 
G overnm ent p lan  fo r  10 years hence  an d  
that they  m u st have fa ir  price sh o p s w here 
essential co m m o d ities  o f  life m u st be  p ro -
vided to  th e  people . In  th is  c o u n try  
38-05%  ru ra l p eop le  a n d  ! 7 .5 %  u rb an  
people h av ing  on ly  50 p a ise  p er d ay  as the  
average w age, o u t o f  w hich  th ey  spend  6C% 
on fo o d  c a n n o t live in th is  c o u n try  b u t on  
m alnu trition , b u t o n  a lm o st a  d es titu te  
life. M r D ep u ty  S peaker, how  shall wc 
meet th is challen g e?  T h is  challenge can  
bo m et on ly  by fa ir  price sh o p s  w here the  
fanners m u st be p ro v id ed  th e  m in im um  
of necessities o f  life. T h e  ag ricu ltu ris ts  
are asked  to  give th e ir  w h ea t (n, R s. 76/- 
per q u in ta l. O f  cou rse , I sha ll su p p o rt 
it, Shri F .A . A h m ed  to ld  th is in  M.F^s. 
m eeting in  B ih ar a n d  I said  I d o  su p p o rt 
your idea, b u t w h at rep ly  does th e  G o v e rn -
ment give m e w hich  I sha ll convoy to  the  
farmers in m y C o n s titu en cy ?  W h en  they 
are p repared  to  give w heat a t R s. 76;'- 
per qu in tal, w h a t d o  you  say  a b o u t the ir  
cloth, n o t th e  fine o n e  bu t the  co arse  on e ; 
what do  you  say  a b o u t th e ir  in p u ts ; w hat 
do you say a b o u t th e  K ero sen e  o il?  W h a t 
happened to  th e  c lo th ?  W h a t h ap p en ed  
to the penalty  a b o u t w h ich  b rillian t Sh.n 
C hattopadhyaya says fo r  th e  m ill-ow ners ? 
Governm ent is ta k in g  ov er fo o d g ra in s . 
According to  m e th e  p rio rity  fo r  ta k in g  
over should  have  been fo r tex tile . S u g ar 
should have been ta k e n  o v e r m u ch  ea rlie r 
than now. T h e  m o st im p o rta n t co m m o -
dities which a re  rip e  fo r ta k in g  ov er a re  
textile and sugar. In  th is  c o u n try  suga r 
in the black m ark e t is being  so ld  a t  R s.
4 to Rs. 4 .50 per k ilo , in th e  n am e  o f  open  
market. W hat is th is o p en  m a rk e t?  70%  
is being given as th e  levy a n d  30 %  a  b lack  
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to  these su g a r ow ners. W h o  are they? 
W e say  th is  70 %  does n o t com e to  the  m ar-
ket. T h is  3 0%  in th e  nam e o f h igher 
p rice  is a m ess. T h e  en tire  sugar m ust 
be ta k e n  over. T h e  en tire  th ing  m ust 
be ra tio n e d . G o v ern m en t m u st have 
sq u a re  resp o n sib ility  fo r  h av ing  a ra tion ing  
in su g a r an d  cem en t. 1 know . M r D epu ty  
S peaker, w hen  cem en t w as bein g  discussed 
in th is H ouse , in th e  P arlia m e n t myself, 
M r. M alav iya  a n d  a  few  o th ers  opposed  
ra tio n in g . I t  w as to ld  to  us by  Shri 
T .N . S ingh w e a re  de-ra tio n in g  it because 
w e w an t to  p lo u g h  back  the  profit in to  the  
cem en t ind u stry , thereby  p ro d u c in g  m ore 
cem en t in th e  c o u n try  an d  giving you  
p len ty  o f  cem.ent fo r bu ild ing  p u rp o s ts . 
W h a t h ap p e n e d ?  T o -d ay  there  is scarcity  
o f  cem en t. I t is n o t availab le  fo r  R s . 20/- 
a  bag  in th e  m ark e t. T h e  G o v ern m en t 
have  fixed s ta tu to ry  prices fo r bricks, fo r 
cem en t, fo r steel. T h e  prices a re  fixed 
s ta tu to rily  b u t th e  g o o d s a re  n o t availab le . 
W h atev er you  to u ch , w hy does it becam e 
S carce? W h a t m agic have  you  in  y o u r 
h a n d ?  I w an t M r. C h a v an  to  answ er. 
W hatever you  to u ch  it evapora tes . W hy 
d o  y o u  n o t show  th a t m agic w hich  afte r 
you  touch  m ay co m e in p len ty  in th is country . 
W e h a \e  seen en o u g h  o f  th a t m.agic w hich 
m ak es th in g  scarce a n d  now  k ind ly  give 
us th a t  m ag ic  w hich cou ld  m ak e  th ings 
p len tifu l in th is  c o u n try .

In  th is  co u n try , I co n fess a n d  I a d m it, 
if  th e  ag ricu ltu ra l eco n o m y  h a s  to  p ro sp e r 
a n d  h as to  g row , it h a s  to  face  a n d  live w ith  
scarc ity  c o n d itio n s  fo r  a  decade . O f  
co u rse , if  an y  w izard  co m es in  th e  F in a n c e  
M in is try  o r  poss ib ly  in  th e  G o v e rn m e n t w ho  
c a n  g ive u s  a n  eco n o m y  lik e  th a t  o f  W est 
G e rm a n y  a n d  Ja p a n  w hich  w ere  com plete ly  
sh a tte re d  a f te r  th e  W o rld  W a r, th a t  is a  
d ifle ren t th in g . B u t w e a re  average  m en  in 
th is  c o u n try . W e hav e  g o t a \ 'e rag e  p erso n s 
in  th e  co u n try . T h e re fo re , 1 ta k e  a  p rio d  
o f  d ecade . 1 p re p a re  m y co u n try , m y 
c o n s titu e n ts  a n d  m y  fam ily  fo r  a  c o n d itio n
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of scarcity for a decade. But in that decade, 
let the Finance Minister prepare fair price 
shops in the country. Even if there is a 
green revolution and there is plenty of 
foodipiunik, those fair price shops mu&t not 
be closed. Let the farmer who is asked to 
give us foodgrains at the rate of Rs. 76 per 
quintal get his needs, coarse cloth and other 
things at a fair price. Unless that is done,
1 ain sure, the prices will not come down m 
this country.

The stringent measures are to be taken 
by the admmistration and are to be applied 
to those who have got thousands of quin« 
taU with them For example, I say, there 
IS a State Government whose Cabinet Mi-
nisters have got thousands of quintals of 
wheat with them. They have got levy m 
their State. Why don’t they come out first ? 
Wh^ arc the Members of Parliament and 
the Members of Legislative Assemblies who 
have got requisite quintals according to 
legulation with them to comc out first ? 
Those who preach never act and those who 
act never preach. This law must end in 
this country. Unless they give a leadership 
to society in the matter of procurement it 
IS not possible to have enough p ocuremcnt 
in this country and thereby bnni? down the 
prices. Enough procurement, with 8 lakh 
tonnes m the State of Bihar or double and 
treble the quantity in the State uf Punjab, 
cannot be done. 1 shall have not courage 
and conviction to tell them to give it at 
the rate of Rs. 76 per quintal unless I know 
from my Government that they will be in a 
position to give them coarse cloth, kero-
sene oil and other necessitie.s of life at a fair 
price. What measure are you taking in 
that direction?

Why is that caustic soda which is the 
main constituent for the manufacture of 
soap which cletm  our dirt and the dirt 
of our villages is not available 7 Why is 
it that today the highest bidder gets the 
thug in the counti> 7 Why not caustic

soda be distributed among tluU section of 
society evenly who use them ? This is an 
important question which the Co’verDment 
and ail of us have to answer. 1 have already 
said in the beginning that I appfeciate the 
diflBculties of the Government; But i have 
not been able to appreciate on these counts 
the action of the Government. Unless 
this i& done, ihe prices will not go down.

I have demanded in this House many 
times before that consumer goods in this 
country must be taken over by the Govern-
ment. You want steel to be produced. 
It takes a long time to give you profit-what 
IS called the gestation period. We are 
taking such industries where it requires a 
huge capita] investment and the profit tomes 
after a long time. I know, the two 
Ministers who are in-eharge of coarsc cloth 
and finance are smiling at my sort of L ngli^h.
1 want them to give me repl> about coar^c 
cloih and about finance.

What about coal ' We support the 
nationalisation of coal. How is it that 
coal has become Rs. 10 per mund 1 hat 
is also not available. Why was the admi-
nistrative action not taken before the na-
tionalisation of coal to make the thing 
available ? The other day. the Miniser 
was saying, ‘*1 want to contradict the hon. 
Members that «.oal is available to 98 per c-ent 
of consumers who are the big industries, 
the big establishments." Rut, unfortunately,
I tell him that 2 per cent, consumers m this 
country are the majoiity who vote for us, 
and they are the housewives and others. 
For them, ihe coai is not available. I ask 
for them. I du not ask for big establish-
ments. I know, they will manage their 
wagons; 1 know, they will manage their 
coal. Pitheads coals are gening up every 
day. This is the condition. Iherefore, I 
am asking the Government to take short* 
term measures and Imig-term measures in 
this. Otherwise, 37 per cent, of the rural 
people and 18 per cent, of the urban people



who live by SO paise every day and who 
apead 60 per cent, of those SO paise on 
food articles shall not be in a position to 
live in this country. There will be malnu> 
trition, there will be destitution, and that 
will be a disgrace to democracy.

I would end by saying this. If Govern-
ment wants to decrease the prices, it must 
launch a killing attack all round on the ad-
ministrative front, on the frcmt of black 
money and on the front of ghost fair price 
shops. There are 1,35,000 ghost fair price 
shops; they ase moving in the gho'>i-land. 
Let them be brought on the rolls and tut 
them supply the essential commodities at 
reasonable priccs. Then and then alone 
we will sec that we are in a safe dcmocracv, 
the democracy for the people and of the 
people.

SHRl DINFTN BHATTAOIARYYA 
(Serampore) : Mr. t>eputy-Spcaker, Sir, 
at the bcginntng of the Session, the same 
issue was discussed. If \\c lake a note of 
the situation that is prevailing throughout 
the country smcL then, it \mII be evident that 
the situation has further deteriorated. The 
prices of ail essrn.ial commodities, specia-
lly of food ariiclcs. have gone up bejond 
the purchasing capacity of the majoiit> of 
the people. At the present moment, when 
wc are discussing the matter in the ccuntr>. 
large parts of the Stales of Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, We^t Bengal. Tripura, Orissa 
and Gujarat arc under the grip of famine, 
and food grains arc not available. Mr. 
Chavan is on record that most of the fair 
price shops are there, but no food articles, 
rice or any other food article, are available 
there. That is the situation. My hon. 
friend, Mr. Bhagwat JIha A?ad was loudly 
asking the Minister what steps they were 
taking. I will ask him to see what is happen-
ing in Maharashtra. Thousands and th-
ousands of villagers are carrying on agitation 
there for food, but they are met with lathis 
by the CRP and the police; bullets are 
rained on them. This h  the way that has
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been found out by this Government, which 
is absolutely bankrupt and which is totally 
under the control of big monopolists and 
landlords. Government have so loudly 
declared that they want to takeover the w holc- 
sale trade in fooJgratas. And, a^ a first 
step they have taken wheat under them. 
But they arc putting the cart before the 
horse, {/nterruptiomj Government always 
does it the other way. They have taken 
over the wholesate trade in wheat. But 
the big landlords are freely hoarding their 
surplus. Government have not touched 
them, \\hat steps have they taken to 
procure their stocks ? Only the poor 
peasants bring their slocks to the market 
:ind Government purchase those stocks, 
but they are not touching the big landlords. 
Government only procure the marketed 
wheat and not the whole of the marketed 
surplus. So their policy is neat tng a total 
failure. T hey say that their target of pro- 
curcment is 8 and odd million tonnes of 
uheat and three million tonnes of rice. 
Your buffer stock of nine million tonnes 
about w !\ich vou spoke so many times here 
m this House and outside has already been 
exhausted in the month of August last and 
the year^ target is going to be flop. So, 
already famim. is gripping the vkhoie of the 
land. Ciovemmcnt say that only 113 
million people arc affected by the drought. 
They do not say no\\iadays that there is 
famine like the Briiishers. When people 
vere under famine the Bnttshers used to 
say, ‘Still leaves are there in the trees. 
So, there is no famine.’ So, here also you 
say there iv drought--not famine. All right 
hut there have been starvation deaths. 
Cases have been referred to by Mr. Pande in 
Orissa. More than 200 people have already 
died in Tripura. That is on retord. So 
also starvation deaths were reported in 
Maharashtra, Giuarat and West Bengal. 

So, the whole, situation is in chaos and to 
tally under the control of the blackmarketoe- 
rs> big landlords and big monopolists and
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hoardcsrs whom thoy wUl never touch. 
And what a t>aradox it is! While giving an 
interview to the corr«q[>ondent8 on the 14 
April Mr. Azad, your Prime Minister says:

“1 think we ate moving out of this dark 
phase."

SHRi DARBARA SINGH (Hoshiar- 
pvur) : She is your Ptime Minister also.

SHRI DINf N BHATTACHARYYA : 
At the same time, Mr. Shinde sa>s, i  &ay 
the worst is over*. But people say that the 
situation has become worse than at the 
time when the Prime Minister made this 
statement and the Food Ministct also 
found no cause of anxiety So, one thing 
can you do ? Without coming into argu-
ments with me, go over the land and 
satisfy youi people who arc organising 
hunger marches From report it appears 
that Bombay will observe a protest bmdh 
against the price nsc and other issues So, 
everywhere people are agitating and agi-
tating for more food. The prices of not 
only rice and wheat but of all the food arti-
cles are going up like anythinp and most of 
the articles are out of the market Mr. 
BhagWiit Jha Azad was asking as to wĥ t̂ 
IS the magic ? AnytbinjL’ the Goxeirment 
touches, evaporates fn m the ntarket. 
No magic, I t  is because of the \er> poiiky of 
the Government That is the magic, that 
eveijthing you do, that is not for tfc in-
terests of the people, but it is for the intcret.is 
of a handful of people like Modi, etc. uhom 
you will ne\cr anrtst for blackmarketing, 
hoarding or for any other offence. And 
the people at large \^ill aulTei You talk 
of plans. You were praising so much about 
the development in Cakutta but 50% of 
the cemcnt that is required for the proiect, 
is not supplied to the CMDA and only a 
portion of the work is complete and they 
are saying that they will have to stop the work 
unless it gets suppltes of cement in adequate 
quantities from the Central Govehment.

The distribution nmchinery, tiie pro-
curement machinery and eveii^ing is in 
chaos. You took over the wholmie trttde 
in wheat but you do not procure what is 
marketable and what is available from the 
stocks of tbe big landlords. By ̂ narketabie 
surplus I mean, the surplus lejft after meeting 
their requirements. You should take that 
marketable surplus and distribute i$ not 
through your bureaucratii. matl^nery. 
Fair price shops must be there m large 
numbers and you have to supply articles, 
food articles and other ^sseniial articles 
througti those fair piice shops Govern-
ment contiol dnd \igilance and supervision 
should be stiengihencd b> the popular 
commUtces amsistingof the repas'nt<ilives 
ol the dilferent sections of the people and of 
the different parties

If you take this measure thcie can he 
sonic solution. 1 sa> 'some solmion’ bul 
not ‘full sohtiion' becausc theie cannot be 
anv full solution so long as the Congress, 
Government is there jn powei

Nov . Sn, 1 uiil deal with anotlia pomt 
I wish to draw Hie hon. Mmistci's ut emion 
to this fact that the Ccntia) C»o%ernment is 
not keeping I'P its ov*n assurances in 
respect of the supply ofuci wheal, ctc. lo 
the Stale Goveriuncnls.

What happened in rcsjKct ot West Hen- 
gal ? 1 he Centre committed iivoli &a>ing 
that the> will give out a nionthlj suj'ply of 
45,000 tonnes of iicx* and KSOOO tonnes of 
wheat to the State. But what happened ? 
The default, on the part of the Centre, has 
reached such a btage now, Str, that the back-
log of supplies upto the end of April has 
come to a total of 65.000 tonnes. So far 
as the quota for April is conoemed, the 
total supply tiU April 18, was a bare 4,000 
tonnes. This ts the position. In the meantime 
what has hapfiened ? In the ineantimc. 
the West Bengal Government has announ-
ced a out in the statutory xationing to the
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extent of 100 grammes le?s to 150 gramms, 
of rice and wheat, respectively. This is 
the position, not only in respect of West 
Bengal, Sir. The same position is obtain­
ing in respect of Maharashtra. The full 
quota has never been supplied. Mr. Cha­
van pa scs his own baby to the State Govern­
ment, where the State Government offi­
cials, corrupt officials, play ducks and 
drakeswith the innocentlivesofthe common 
people of the country. This is the unfor­
tunate situation everywhere. This is most 
deplorable. 

I want to say something about t11e co 

of jJri..;� index. I am grateful to Mr. Cha van 
that he is present in the House. In this 
House a question was raised earlier and 
at that time I pointed out that through the 

prices of food artis:les and consumer articles 
a'l.d daily necessities go up, but they were not 

reflected in the calculation of cost of price 
index. Th� Govern:neat are cheating the 
workers by their faulty method of calculation 
of the costof living index. This is avery 

important matter, when we are discussing 
h-::re the rise in prices of essential commodi­
ties. You come to West Bengal and I will 
show to you how by your faulty calculation, 
the workers, from this month onwards, 
will be losing Rs. 6 per month, by way of 
their D.A. That is why I raised this matter, 
saying we should have a discussion about 
the faulty method of calculation of the cost 
of living index, which was not yet admiltcd 
by the Government. I request him to reply 
to my point. From November, 1972 till 
February, 1973 they are showing a decrease 
in thecostofprice index .. What is the magic? 
The magic is that of the faulty calculation 
in the computation and calculation of the 
price index. That is why the trade unions 
in West Bengal, without exception, belonging 
to all parties, have demanded unanimou ly 
for the setting up of a Cominittee to go 

into the whole matter, so that the workers 

are not cheated in any manner. 

essential Commodities 
(Dis.) 

Prof. D. P. Chattopadhyaya was here. I 
am grateful to him that at least 0ne point 
he has admitted, namely, that the textile 
mills, spinning mills etc. do not even <:-are to 
observe their restrictions for the produc.tion 
of coar�ecloth. These mil If prefer to pay the 
penalty than obscn e thef!Jlcs of producticn 
in the matter of production of ccrt�in quan­
tity of coarse cloth. What is this ? This is 
the policy of the Government. When 
cloth is not available in the market and when 
goods are intentionally not being produced, 
the Government is saying what can we do ? 

1 

We are thinking of bringing forward sc me 
legislation in future. 

Then, there are thousands and thousands 
of handloorn weavers. They are facing 
starvation conditions. Lakhs and lakhs 
of hand loom weavers are scattered all over 
the country. I know in West Bengal alone 
their number is four to five lakhs. There 
is a report that yarn is lying in the mills 
godowns. but the weavers are not getting the 
requisite quantity of yarn for their looms. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : This is a 
different subject. 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA 
No, Sir. I am talking about cloth. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Non-avail­
ability of yarn is a different subject. 

SHRI DlNEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Non-availability ·of yarn makes the life o( 
handloom weavers miserable. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now, please 
conclude. 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Then, there are other issues like Kerosene, 
diesel, etc. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Please con­
clude now, order order. 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
I am concl ding. Please do not be so much 
unkind to me. 
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imRI 0INEM BHATTAOIAIIVVA : 
Alt fti^W itt a 1 wtU diiiih.

Sk, imity hoa. Mtinbciirs  ̂Inchiding our 
Communist Pulrty fiibndt, are saying that 
the^ are for nationattsatitm. But. what 
happened after the taking over of the coal ? 
The coal prices have gone up and ii is also 
not available in the market. So  ̂nationalisa- 
tiô n is not the only way out. Of course, 
we agree we support the nationalisation,
but it is m>t the only solution. It is the imple-
mentation and the machinery which will 
look after it after the nationalisation, that 
is (mpOTtant. But that is still under the 
control of the bureaucracy, dominated by 
the Qoveratnent^ which is a representative 
of the big bourgeois and landlords.

Then, I ssy that imiiaediate steps must be 
taken to see that the famine stricken people /  
are given adequate supply of cloth and they 
get relief without any political bias.

MR.DEPUry-SPEAKER : Now will you 
please canclude.

Order, Order.
{Interruptions)

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Nothing will 
go on record.

SHRl MATISHEILA KAUL (Lucknow): 
When I rise to speak, I feel I am 
voicing my feelings on behalf of
many women—<mothers and sisters—,who 
have to look after the femtlies and feed 
their husbands and children. The 
rise in price of essential commodities like 
oif« sugar and edibte things is not only 
agitating our minds and the m in^  of the 
consumers but making tt dt0icuh to make 
bath ends meet and making it difficult to 
chalk out a plan for running a home. It is 
exceedingly difficult for a wife to keep on 
asking from her husband to give more money 
to run the hooae. It is also very distwKning 
to ask htm» when we know tliat he cannot 
add to his income

w edo^istluit -v

1 feet that there should be a ootoIsM^ oî  
eminent econom^ts of the c6uabl^ «loi% 
with the katlers of all parti<ft in d u d ^  the 
Oovemment so that we can have «tk open 
debate to find out the remedy for turrii îiMi 
the price rise, and after a mutual conien^us 
we can come to certain contusions.

The rise in prices and the di^culties that 
we ha\'c seen are not political isj»ies. 1 
would like to add that this is an issue for 
all parties; itisatvitionalissue. Everybody 
is concerned and every mouth is concerned 
in this. So, I do feel very strongly that we 
must all get together and <)nd a way out and 
find out means to arrest the rise in prices.

In foreign countries, we have noticed that 
the cost of an article, say, of soap, will be 
the same all over. But here it happens that 
tiw price varies from rqjion to region. We 
must have a national price and every article 
should have a sort of national price tag, 
and that can be done by Government in 
consultatum with the jilroducers. A national 
price structure has got to be built up.

What is true of one commodity can be true 
of others as well. It may be that this will 
pinch a few people here and there, but it is 
bound to benefit the majority. What is 
important for a country like ours is that the 
people should be mentally prepared e\e« 
at a little suffa ing to a few.

The manner in whidt prices rise or price'- 
rise takes place in this country can be fully 
illustrated by just one sirtM̂ tle instance. 
Matches were mentioned last in the bttdget 
when Shri Morarji Desai was the Finance 
Minister. Then, the price of one box df 
n)atcheswa» fixed at seven paise. M t i t e
were never naeationed in a t^
budget. Attd yet what we lijin« Hoticcd is
that the price has risen frotn f»tisf



to  tan p»ti6 all over India Why is this 
risethen ? Nobody hMaidusdttoquestKMi, 
cad no laeiitloik of tlihi w u  made m «ny 
S|MWGii that the pmtie of matdhes would also 
go up, and yet t^i« price rise i$ there

aH these thtiifi are agitatmg our minds 
and the minds of housewives When u 
happens, it happens in a very queer manner 
aftditittstlui4>pen& Thtsiswhatisworrymg 
us Ifoel that we should all get together and 
try to arrest this rise I would not like to 
repeat what has been said by my other 
colleagues, but I do feel that unless construc-
tive actions are taken in this direction, the 
blackmarketeers and hoarders will contmue 
t o  bask in the sun

wiwWt (*^Tfnp) 3«n- 
MRT v n m v  wt w m  %hr

rm t  ^  WTfOTW wfiir inp 
dnf«Rr m  ^
WT «fNr WTRK T O  m  T O  |»![
9nrr m  ft? sirrrt % ^
ijwit ^  ^  lfT*fV fWVi #
?>fl iftr ftnsar ift <it | i m
«s»RT amfV «ft ?ft ^

<rr i wr wit  iip ^  It i
^  wn'ifWT wptt

nm» ^  ^rnRT % qw »nf> S i

14 SShrs

(Shri K N Tiwaev m the Chan ]

nr ^rirt f  ftp *rrtiT
jfr TiartfiT'T fBfl c  trw R  v
wsrr % iTPwft r t  ffw 
VT Mr*r W S R  ?r?
^ - « r w «nw»P!T | i  aw v n , îft

W  iW fHfiW^»T«!T»WPfrl^,
<ft w  «ljrf?r wn

Wff %  ^  W
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^  ii>ir Mhnr
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W T  w w  %  < *r w T ? r

aft ^ ^  ^ m m t
5r ’ R «W T*f f^<rf?T

*?>r frf iw f»T stwiT 5f ^  r r  t '
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z m  ^  ^  » W T T f  an f t

q v  w f f N w f w ^  m ^€{
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I ,  ?rgt f * T W  $\

I S h r s .
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nzi f A R T T T  XiZJ f » r f ^
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<t w f p r  ^  f*r t o r



;wflf ftf*Tf 3ff tfr 1̂

^ « r  it '<it ffJTTfTTr WFfr Tv.7i- ^
^  % ffltr TI% «PT *nF*TT TT ^
m  %t ?>»rr \

^ ite ft ( « f t  w N w n « r  w o t )  :

W T  v i [ r  * r w  % ' ’’

W f  »i r r f

fsTTnrr it mmprr flV TT-«T»r %
I . ,  ( w w i r w )  .-»TT ^

v!% apiT^ Hift I Tmt»r ^  
fnPT f r ^  «Pt 3T«’M ar? vft w=Tn;im

?nTTPrffT »TSRST, k^^q- if JnTPT̂TT ?»T 
5 T ^  ^'r s n t 'f t  ^ ’  v fm  w fT v  

fsfejT «nsmsr ^  ^ (̂ nTTor k  »r*rR=TT
wrf ^  *nrr’fti frcspiT ^:t armt »frRT

T̂ rirrsTift i sr̂ r sfr̂ PTrfsnir *r f̂ r t

^1 %9T«T STr»r ?m «T«r w r t ? t *t
gr=T *n^€t if 5tt *rnr
f t r ^  ^  '%*rr srTT*T qrr fPT'Tfrr -3% 
3n »rrfT fjrrnT *r
^  q f w  I anTT -JTR ^  ir ^  »irR
?T Trrrr Trr% ?r f i  mxw n  m^rr ?n 

mar tTfr ^ r  T '^fr 1 % f«nr
w  SFTT fTr?qr f̂ r̂rffT irrsr
sn«?T sifflr <PT TT S i  ?j t t  «i :t

^ f T T o r  ^Tr f r * f t  ® q-«F«n t t  rrm
?fmT 3fr wnr vr fpsrH
«nRT?r ^  wnR ^  ;jn ”'w :rrf^
9rr  ̂ *t *T*BW ?>T *T̂  I

dV*rflr «nw |  grT*?r<T *r i ?nw
m  wnrff m r  % tw^tt t m  1 rvs^ih 
«n v m  iit>n^, «Trf?nn»te t t  »3Rf v*r
1̂  t l  5«nt TTRRTW ftra 5WT it
t  ’ 3ft *Bwiar % %m «pj!r 3iT?i w  aPF

« f t r  «f t  arre w  |  ’

109 Acute shortage and VAtSAKHA 25.

I  W  %firT »t t i t p t t  ^  s p r

! T f  « r ^  « R » '« r r  'tiTc;»n' ?fT *pt * i T a n

w ^ t N r ?  ?r»nr, ^rqrr s r ^ '* ' * i 1 ^  it  

sntcT «pT?r ^  ^  n » T T i 5 ^ w ? r V ^ »
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SHRi O D DESAl (Kaira) Mr 
Chatrman Sir, our present difficulties have 
arisen on quite of a tew counts And we can 
analyse the various reasons and find the 
remedies and apply them for reducing the 
burdens by taking the countryout of the 
present difficulty.

The fundamental reason for the price 
rise has been the shortage of goods Pro-
duction in the country ha& been rather low. 
These are on account of various reasons^ 
some of them have been natural and some of 
them could ha\e been avoided if we pursue 
correct policies Whenever any country 
has gone i n for a certain centralised approach 
that IS faced with dilBcuUies such as ours.

Recently, we had seen West Oernum 
Chanc^or, Willy Brandt, a gteat Soculisn 
dedariiig the nationalisation had not been 
possible în several areas tt should bp
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f^vcn tqi tn certain sectors because the free 
ecoitomy his bota n»spon»ible for increasing 
the production and reducing costs. That 
is where the V S.SM 's econtmiy suffered 
A set<back. In spite of certain pressures, 
the pmnwr govemment of Germany 
has moved into an economy wherein the 
private sector has been allowed to have a 
greater role.

It may go against our presently acc epted 
policies. But, there is no harm in looking 
at various possibilities because, after all, 
the experimentation has proved and brought 
to our attention that presently we have not 
been able to overcome the difficuhies which 
we had intended to solve. One of the 
incidents that we know of is eotton yam. 
Presently we have with Mills nearly 60 to 
70 crores worth of cotton yam stocks. But, 
the cloth production by looms has dropped 
by about 300 million meters during the 
last one and half months. For instance, 
one of the reasons is we are not clear as to 
how much and what counts are required 
by each of the ultimate user. The require-
ments in the country have been very wide- 
rangmg and we do not knou exactly how 
to get over the present yam distribution 
problems.

Regardinflc the prices and shortages of 
agricultural producUi, v̂ e have seen that the 
farmers had been  ̂scared m bringing to the 
market on two to three counts- one is the 
ruling price which is very high; they arc 
finding it economical to sell away the goods 
near those ruling prices. They sell the 
surplus production to the general public 
at a higher price than we expect them to do. 
Food prodiK t̂s are not distributed properly. 
The Government has accepted a certain 
policy which makes the wheat purchase 
prices unremunerative to farmers in certain 
area.s. Take for example Gujarat, We 
have seen that the actual costing^the 
price of wheat’—to the farmer producer 
works out to anywhere between Rupees
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90 and 100 whereas they are asked to sell 
it at Rs. 76/- with the result that nothing 
mudh has come into the hands of the  ̂
Government. This is one of our principal 
difficulties. This can be solved by having 
different prices for difTeront areas
based on the cost of production. There 
is the question of availability and
price of coal. Presently coal is not avail- 
abte in Gujarat and certain industries have 
closed down. Coal is available at a high 
price, but not in sufficient quantities. There-
fore, we request the Government to consider 
it sericu \ and review the different policies 
adopted tn different parts of the world for 
stabilising the prices and adopt the best 
possible course which would suit our 
country. I hold no brief for a particular 
class or industry or particular sector of the 
people, but considering the way in which 
we are being discredited in respect of high 
prices and shwtages, 1 do desire that we 
should go in detail into costing of t(ie various 
aspects of production and availability in 
plenty. If you have a casual look at the 
prices of industrial raw materials, many 
have gone up because of our budgetary 
policy. This has also resuhed in certain 
price increases, which could have been 
offset by higher production but higher 
production is difficult to achieve on account 
of shortages of power and raw materials.

Only yesterday our Petroleum and Che* 
micals ministry has given a detailed account 
of the fertiliser situation. We have low 
production and high prices due to under* 
utilisation of capital equipment and ceruiin 
difficulties in technology. Then there is the 
question of maintenance, labour rehitions 
and certain other issue«. These are iten'S 
which can be looked into by Government 
and Government can make a\ailable larger 
quantities of fertilisers at reasonable prices. 
In the last season, we had acute shortage 
of fertilisers in Gujarat. The |>rice wa- 
fantastic but ^till the farmers bought it at 
that prit^s thinking that they wcukl be
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«We to make good the amount by getting 
htgh«r prices for their produce. Further, 
whejn enquines were make from the Central 
Oov«mment. alt were told that fertilisers 
were bemg sent out of Giuarat because 
there were stnfce  ̂m various fertihser plants 
like Durgapur etc cmd fertilisers <»houid be 
distributed on an alMndia basis The 
penalty for a regional mistake or regional 
political or labour dtsturhance should be 
incorporated for that area Why should 
Gujarat suffer on ac»>unt of difficulties cre-
ated bv certain olhct States ’ The poliiiuars 
in those aieas would only learn if they 
face the dif* îtulties cerated bv (hem We 
weie allotted a very small quantity of 
fertilisers The result was pioduction 
of foodgrains and othei produce m Gujarat 
suffered We can enumerate any number 
of examples like this Our request ts ihat 
there should be a certain amount of de\e- 
lopment only after creating a cci tain amount 
of conhdence Ihe nationalisations which 
we ha\e undertaken so far particularly 
in certain areas should have brought 
better results, but they have not brought the 
exnected icsults yet (o r that uhethtr 
we are moving in the right direction whether 

 ̂ we have to make some change^, n t is of 
course our responsibility and henc'e bring 
to the notice of Government

The further expenditure of R*? 150 croies 
which has come on account of the Pay 
Commission's Report and the inlationary 
pressure due *o deceit financing <irc also 
creating certain difhculties In future, 
Govemnwnt should decide not to spend 
any money which has not a corresponding 
return, not in terms of notional goods or 
notiooat services but in terms of intrinsic 
goods which can be measured citlier bv 
tonrti^ or any such other n-teasure Other> 
vtise, the payment we make does not have 
a coi responding ntpply and the goods being 
limiued, m on^ supply ftetng made, 
naturally under (he ordinary rule of cco-

Cmm ot/M et (iHr.)
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fiomics, prioe» «hoot up. 
lotted into Aftd avc»d(K}«

'fliis sIk w W be

The power supplv position has «d<ted to 
the reduction of supply of goods There 
has been the problem of maintenance of 
power plant aod iupply of raitiired power 
machmery and equipments from indigenous 
plants for new installed capacity. Added 
to this there was a certain resistance to 
importing power olants and equipment.

On the v̂ liole, wc find that the ptwer 
cuts have cieated a certain drop m total 
availability of goods and services This, 
could be made up m course of time The 
present difikulty we do expect to overcome 
by the end of the current year’s monsoon 
But, shouM the monsoon fail or not comc 
up lo our expectations we ha\e to be 
ready for another year of shortages and 
sufTering TTiat is >\hy 1 am mentionin'* 
this although from our angle it is not 
dhsoluiely pleasant or totally in keeping 
with our past thmkinp In that case wc 
have to see that the situation is handled 
in a manner which would not create further 
diflficuliies to the people at large Recausc, 
we know for ccrtain that the hardship is 
real the prices have gone up and the avail 
ability has been reduced All these difh> 
culties could be ovcrcomi onlv  b> creating 
confidence among the people, make them 
uork for greater a\ailabihty by further 
pioduction and supplv of goods, and also 
hy providing them new manufacUinnp; 
facilities and certam policies which would 
result in the increased production

1 ma> inform my hon friend from the 
Marxist Communist Party, who spoke 
earlier, that so far as USSR is concerned, 
It ts facing a still worse situation, So also 
our friends in China Both these coun<̂  
tries have followed a policy which has 
resulted tn acute scarcity. Recently they 
bought four lakh tonnes of huttor from 
the West Furopean countries on tdf>



«f other food items whid’ they have pur- 
ctwMid< Reoetitly, they signed a huge 
contract for setting up t>everal fertiliser 
factorii^ on a turn-key basis by West 
Eivopewa and American interests, The 
people asitodated with USSR, who are 
always taUdng about nationalisation, are 
the people who have gone in for the biggest 
deal with the private sector petroleum 
companies, which involves oil and gas 
production also. Therefore, where our 
economy is involved, where the condition 
of the people is involved, we should try to 
see that pragmatism is not overlooked,

SHRl MOHANRAJ KALJNGARAYAR 
(Pollachi): Mi Chairman, Speaking this 
debate I would like to express the views of 
my party on the rise m prices of essential 
commodities. The ruling party, in spite 
of their powerful governmental machinery, 
have not been able to control the rise in 
prices of essential commodities and so our 
countr>' has been passing through a very 
difficult period. Tven though the Govern-
ment have been saymg that they have taken 
efTeciive measures to check the rise in prices 
evcTi year we see that just on tlie eve of the 
presentanon of the budget the prices of all 
commodities go up. In the case of some 
commodities, they just disappear from the 
market and reappear only after the budget 
IS presented, and that too at a higher price, 
and thus enable the trader to make a lot 
of mone>, I want to quote a small line. 
Brooke said : “Men may come and men 
may go, but 1 go on fnr ever” I hope the 
Government is not following the same 
meanmg, because the prices have been 
going up and coming down but still they 
have the machinery to give us some answer. 
Whether we are satisfied or not we have to 
keep quiet. This price rise of essential 
commodities docs not concern onl> the 
ruling party, it concerns every one in this 
couflti^. 1 would like to quote some of tlw 
newspaper report from 8-5-1973 to 
IS.5-1973:
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Gram flour price rivse in Oefhi.
Groundnut price hit new height in
Bombay.
Sharp rise in pnce of edible oil in Delhi.
Groundnut price sky rocket in Delhi.
Vanaspati in short supplj Price spurt
in Delhi.
Rice, Kabligram, Sugar price gallop in
New Delhi market No Dalda, no Rath. 

All these essential commodities are not 
available m the market and if they are 
available in the market, the price is so high 
that a common man and the middle class 
man cannot alTort to buy this with the poor 
salar> that he gets. So, the Finance Mints  ̂
ter i}. involved in this. The Finaxice Mmis- 
ter in his reply might say that these are the 
signs of economic stability of Indian mar-
kets. Ho may aKso add that there should 
be a strong consumer resistance movemept 
in India It is just like the ruling party 
saying that a strong opposition strengthens 
democracy.

Wuhout organising an effective and ever 
alci'i distributmi’: machinery. Government 
have taken over the whole-sale trade in 
food graiir There is a very good saying 
in Tamil that before the elephant is cited, 
the tinkling sound of bell is heard. The 
C’entral Govcrnpicnt, Iwfore they had a 
complete tuke over, have been tom-tomm’tic 
all over for quite '<oine time and when this 
whote-salc trade %as taken over, the whole-
sale traJeis, the tv tail traders, were all 
prepared and on the dav of taJic over there 
was nothing in the market.

I come to one of the essentia! commc- 
ditiei vanaspati. While the controlled 
pnce of v'anaspaii is around Rs, 5,800 a 
ton. the price of raw oil which is the primary 
component for the manufacture of vmas- 
pati is Rs. 7,880 per ton During the last 
week, on the raw oil theft; was no control 
and naturally, it was quoted higher than 
vanaspati. That is why the ,vana«i»Bti 
price has gone up ver> high
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Coming to sugnr, now*«-clays, the price 

of sugar has gone up very high in the open 
market. The Government price of sugar 
is low. But that is not availatde to the 
people, The hon. Minister of State, 
Prof. Sher Singh, said in the Lok Sabha 
on 10th May: t

*There was no proposal for increasing 
sugar quota for ration card holders. 
Rut they would continue to get a maximum 
of 1 kilo per month per person or a 
mmimum of 1 kilo per family, both ym 
CHICS and in rural areas."

With 1 kilo of sugar, do you think that a 
family can manage*  ̂ Wc have again gone 
back to the old days of issuing coupon 
cards as was done during the Second World 
War. For the supply of essential commo-
dities, a family used to have a coupon card. 
Ir was very difRcult for them to get their 
needs.

Coming to </rw viheat, it uas veiling at 
Rs 105 lo Rs. 125 per quintal on M^y 8. 
1973. It IS much more than the ceiling 
pnce fixed, an increase of Rs. 25 to 50 
As regards basmatt iice, it was selling at 
Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 per quintal, an increase 
of R<>. 10 to Rs. 25. The fixing of export 
target of 30,000 tonnes of superior htisntati 
rice contributed greatly to this increase

The whokssale price uidcx shows a rise of 
more than 60 per cent over the year This 
IS the highest rale of inflation for any 
twelve nuMith’s period so far. How can 
prices be expected to comc down when the 
Government themselves continue to add to 
the causc of inflation? In 1971-72 and in 
1972-73, the money supply increased by 
Rs. 2129 crores, that is, nearly about 30 
per cent mcrease lit 1969-70 and 1970*71, 
the money supply increased by Rs. 2240 
crwes. How did this happen? Dunng 
1971-72 and 1972-73, the bank credit to the 
Government has gone up by Ra. 2297 
crores.

The very fact that the Goveraimnt have 
thought about needbase tnfnimutn wage 
during the Fifth Plan 3hows the pUgKt of 
Peopks on account of steep rise in the ptioei 
of esseniial commodities, tt has come to 
an extent that the housewives of Ddhi are 
agitating over it. Here is the news-item 
that 1 quote ;

“Over 60,000 of Delhi housewives 
association today protested against the 
rise in prices of essoitmt commodities, 
irregular supply of ration and inferior 
quantity of grains and edible oil sold in 
market So. they were angry and upset 
that the Government had not taken note 
of the price resistence sdieme. Some of 
them threatened to demonstrate out&ide 
the Prime Minister's House.”

During the last elections, it was the house-
wives who gave them the maximum number 
of vote. It has comc to an extent that 
they themselves arc getting agitated. The 
nse in prices of essential commodities is 
the concern of exeryone of us.

The day before yesterday, the Executive 
Councillor of Delhi, Shri O.P BchI, visiteJ 
many fair pricc shops where he could not 
find any foodgrams. But we are told by 
the Ministry of Agnculture that every fair 
pnce shop IS supplied with sufficient quota 
of foodgrams. I do not know whom to 
believe the Executive Counciltor or the 
Minister. I would like the Minister to tell 
tis whom we arc to take in confidencc.. . .

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDY): Mr. Behl 
himself has ccmtradicted that slalement.

SHRI MOHANRAJ KAUNGARAYAR: 
The other day I happened to pM$ through 
Kotla-Mubarakptir. There w»s t  long 
queue waiting for foodgrains.. . .  *



Mil CHAIRMAN: Evorybody kn<ms 
about the <|ueue.

SHRr MOHANRAJ KALINGARAYAR: 
This meident, I personaHy saw. Naturally 
I would hke to express my feehngs on that

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akolc) You 
conclude wtth some suggestiom

SHRI MOHANRAJ KAUNG ARAYAR. 
More than my suggestion, the eminent 
peopb that the Government have m their 
machinery should sU together and fmd a 
solution to check the price rise and also 
ensure proper distribution of essential 
commodities in this country I do not 
think any other suggestion is valid here
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t  ŜTT'TT ?  I 1 *< T » ^  »H5?  V

j j  «!!i-T *rrr' «s ?
fiPTiPT bO 'fry?t?T qr PT ~>m P' « 
irrT^ i47j~7 3*rnfr frRr*i w m  t  r r t-  
;ftfjpr ^  ?T» T?T s» f?: Ttirnm n
TOT ’!?>’■ ww? % fiT sr̂ ft
*ffi r r ^  ff? ^  WT «tr»’ ’TTtT i ^nfm
^  % jyiir tf TrsrnTT*̂  k  wrnrr ^nrsr 
p r  I P»rT spn 'nrr *RT5r ^  n̂ft ^  i 
?fr *p- =fnr *T7 J=Ti t  ?r«i k ^
?WTT smr I '"'f*nr # n im  ’ffrr

f  T«r*Fr WTtiff’TcU f  -?5TTr
in»T sirsfsir*! m -  ’*̂ rf7»( ^  <it3T u t o

mswR f. TfTPT lam issth '»vt ^»trt 
•flrrffv« f*rfir 4rs( fnr# r r  ^ i ^

«?rs % S V * n f^  ^  q?T m  tnrr
It I m  jfM 7*r JTTtre i  ?r ■»■ ^ w
«t4 »rr7 % 3rn? " ’nrr?? ?i t
^ ? > y  v q  !t t  T T R ft ^  \ m  ^  w m * f

« m  vr WTO ailTfTT *tV *nr qrr
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^  «Tftr v t m tm
isiVi; 4mr»- f?  •»% t ^

^nft ?wr ?frw fr ifirNciT *pt trnptt f  
irrr arfr «rft sMhsm >w#t %

<RTF*T fraiw ^  ^
vlr wrwt m  % w  trftr^ i t w  
»mT ^  ^  sfrtn fg*T V  «n*r * iT m

im \  Tii 1 iTft $f)*FCTr I? JTTRT <F
rftr tp- ^f?wnT f t  ^  »n(î

*»r̂  R I rnppiWr sfitrm ?w
*r ftrarr i f in  m  « m  n^wr f m  
irr^T •sr? Jr iPr tN
Tr f?JTT «fV»- '̂ ST jfPBW ^  >1  ̂ «Srm
•T? ffTir I «rrT^ w

riejr ^  ^,'r< t  »T> T»-
•jft ^  m  ^  fr%iTTST xrm>^
?TTT W I T  *1% ) lit fz i  WTÊ  Vy
KT  ̂ % T f t  fwrm 7 ^  ’>n m r  v n  ^
i v  !}37n  « m T f  ^stttrt ■T'sn̂ n-*' «m ?r «r

TrT<fjTT>n t

iir MTd’i ’T g  vtvrwr ir^T'isrrr %

t f i :  j t t ^ t  T?iJT 1 f r r r  ?TItWf 'TT’̂ r

r fsprr csjpf jt t ksT F’̂ IT I n r̂
?T »rr> « n p  5cnn -naJi d t «-»n n v r «h»it t 

^ ) q?rr ^ff*n « p w  «r 
sn" if I TiYJT ff\ ifmn t  sir  ̂ »r nr 
fl-Ht »r fTTT ^  ■ifT'fT ^̂ TTHJ’ ■W.f'T ’Rl’S f ^

ffSf or*r «Y r Y T i  T r 4T?T T T*f «f7l q?rT-

3TF «frrjr 5p ft.r ^ jraf fj r̂r fjip |
T 5n  ̂ it ’tmTt *rm ^  ’tnaFurr
3» r» ii  p>3 r 1 r j m  T n n T  « r m  fwr

f m  ^?TT’ » r» rc  w  «ft*t»r fiiK?»fr « V

J?5(T f * T ^  m  

^  »r?i€T ^  I fT ^ % ^  ^

trm r  *̂11̂  1

?fn>nw ^  %fip«r
r i ^ i  f w f R T  <T̂  59 ^  if tT  I f

*r-> I ^ I  »
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^  1 1 t  «wr ^
m  sn̂ Nr N t  % f

v n * W  f  flfr |  3̂»%
^fewf i i wr ¥T m t  ^  i f  <rc 
t e  4 ^  m  ?>n i
w w fir #  wwflw « ( l ^  w^^rawifg f
I f  ?ft «*tfT VTS? ^
11 «fr >itr ^

I  ^i«nftarrr <i5Hir #  i tt€r, v rfr,
*TOsr, mftw, ^  frwr

11 w  wh: tn r#  w r  
iN t % ^  wrfis^i

4t«rc tn w  t r w  ftnsr 'Jtt? % ’pff *ft?r 
^  xif̂  I  1R% 
fWV I t  H w rr 5 ftt $ v m r  «nir 
WRT «ft frwR ^ iftr *1  ̂ imr^ ^  »nw 
? rW » f t l l t? T T lt t |? f tW l’|JTT inW  T̂TT

I I  wnpsr 1RT ?rr  ̂ % 
vm  ^  #qK i5t ?fr ^pnft ww f  i 
iifT «iT ® f* rfv f tir  5FT?f vt, vr it&^frn

vl’ ftpn# ^  »[3rr$w ft  ?r«R!t 
I, «njt finft v m  f  i w w t «i?tt 

H W  •^rif^ f% fensTF SRTWr •iw 
tfftrwf fR^ ?wwft*r <frt TfT
^ I ?TTf? %■ uTT  ̂ w  *PFfr î*R srrpr 
irw  iA?t T #  t  ^  % tffCTFT 

snjt I

T̂F# ^
•PW rfiWR JITT I I ?R>« tft ai5?r 

wpr ^  ^  <wT?r 11 ^  M t -  
€hr WTÔmpB ^  aft ^  I ^
I fip 3ft 9«rrft I f*r 'jrr 
<[fbnvr »n̂t VT ^  11 w  ?m» fnrr sjhst 
t i

t  f®  «ftww ^  ^ I
SUfFfeS#, «l 'yni<i?fgq!H' ?RT 

?ftirw ^  T O  trPT «rw ?r ^
t ,  « * r% « w « p f |» » ^ r  i m ^ \
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*i»nniT5fftv ^  ifr sir gUT I, wi^ 

WT nfJcwK?: • K«iSWWt w r  <«ir 
I ^«T ?r»WT t  ftr > W ^ filftWT

% ^  ^  <frc ftPr«< isff
pBnr I  3ft ^tsfw ivtifhft w  t ^ t  1 1
^  ^  wrm *np|w f f  |  art
«rw^ 11  vs jftitTT ^  nrr <fti I Kf i$Nr 
t  %  f w  T5«K ^  <m TjTOs * r r t |
t  I %Plf!T <1?WFT w r #  iftT XR#
*(?t «n*r T̂TO «PT I 3ft aSv WS 1̂|T ^
^  WPT WPg[K fkvpsr I IPTC ^
fili^ ?ft *trwV VFtsM ftRPft ̂  fftw-

ft, 3¥ «R Mfi mK TOW ^
»

^  ^  ?ftf% ^  innpi wjwT
3TR?T I  I

infff Uti p̂rm ’Ttfjpt, «ft 
^  TRT q r ?rarT T t ft> sftaft ^  t
^  <RV$tf1FT ft!!T f  J

3ft «fiR «iTO unpB I , I t
^  TftsTFrr t  «n?ft ^  «r̂  t w
?f]̂ t w»rm3n?fT in ^  r̂ ^  4w  
wm  3rHT I

^  ?Pir ^  tftsftr? fissfH%»r ^  
^  ^  wwm  t  \ 

finn^ f e w  % firn r nft srR-i^?w- 
#ff w ^  '*n%i I ’iw

% 3ftwt % sftfspFT «rc *m r ^
wqKT 3ftr ftqr 3nsiT ’ -

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra); Mr. 
Chairmaa, Sir, I do not know on a debate 
such as this, at what point one can start 
castigating the Government, if unless one 
were to ask what i$ the function of Govera- 
ment 7

SHRI CHANDRA BHAL MANl TIW- 
ARI (Balrampur) : If you do not know 
any thing, then you please stt down.

«ft ; («ilim) »rf *i«R
f in  3fT^w ?



127 Atm slmunt and JMAV 15, im

9 8 i a  PUjOO MODY : W» l»yt just 
iiMKd mx MHnemeiy inleiaieiit fooMirk, 
nAtich 1 am «uie will oootributo to th» <te- 
tMMd. 1 rmiuMt thB Fintnoe Mmister to 
ttkeitdowaverbAtim. What is the purpose 
oC GovemnMant 7 1 do not think 
that this Gkwenunent is quite suare in its 
mindi «4)ty it has been elected to these 
Bandies. The purpose of Oovemmeot 
is to iMTOvide law and ordor-that is the 
first charge. The purpose of Govern* 
ment is to nuUntain the price line^that 
is the second charge. Would you 
si^ tittt this Oovemment has succee(fed 
on either erf* these scores ?

AN HON. m e m b e r  : Only on lathi 
it has succeeded :

SHRI PILOO MODY : And. thcre- 
foce* t  wmdd have to come to the sadocKi- 
ctusioQ that this Oovemment must go.
I  do iu>t care where it goes. The fact 
of the matter is that it must go. Whether 
it is scsit out by the people, whether it 
is sent out by these very people here, 
whether it disappears or whether it evapora* 
ates ovemi^t-it makes no diflferenoe. 
This Oovemment must go because it has 
Ssiled. Why do i»ices go up ? Do you 
think that this is a natural phenomena ? 
You have all manner of arguments advanc-
ed that money supply is going up all over 
the place and prices are bound to go up 
all over the world. Therefore, it must 
go up here also. Is that any consolation 
to the man who has no food 7 All manner 
of other arguments are advanced that 
this is a natural phenomena. We are given 
the name of all the countries of the world 
Japan. Australia, New Zbaiand, Togo, Li- 
beria  ̂ Egypt-where the prices have gone 
up. As if the prices have gone up there, 
they must go up here also. What sort 
of argunuQts are these ? Tb» fact of 
the matter is prices are going up in this 
country, in oor country, that is India, 
is wholly unconscionable and it is a  direct

letuit O om tam n  Aad* Hmdb- 
foce, this O om aiaot nMist

AN HON. MEMBfiH : Sooner it ioes 
the better.

SHRI nLO O  MODY : Sir, on nUmer* 
ous occasions I have tried to* Impcesa on 
the Finance Minister ia this Hoaso^dthoiiih 
I do not expect others to Absorb wijtMiig, 
but» at least» I expect the Fiiuunoe Minist<w 
to do so—that there are osnaiii reaaoos 
why the prices are g ( ^  up. And, those rea-
sons must be In-ought under contrtri. It is 
no use the Finance Minister coming to us 
year after year when the budget is placed 
before the House, and saymg *I could 
not have had it this year because we bad 
to look after the refugees, the next year, 
we had to look after the drought, and 
the year before we had to lo(^ after the 
war and the year before that something 
else, and so on. They will have to do it. 
The next year they will find something else ' 
they will have do and the year after yet 
something else. This should be part of 
the normal process of a nation maturing. 
Therefore, it must be included 
in the budgetary provisions, and there 
must be that much cushionmg. But 
m their budget they do not have that, 
and the reason why they do not have that 
cushion is that their policies are wrong 
and they have left no cushioning in their 
fxxmomic policies at all. I shall come 
to that later if I have the time.

But, first of all, they must eschew 
deficit financing, not juggle it, but eschew 
It. On the last occasion when Shn 
Yeshwantrao Chavan presented the budget, 
he juggled with deficit financing. 1 said 
it then and 1 am repeating it now that 
the deficit is not going to be Rs. SO crores 
but it is going to be between Rs. 400 and 
SCO crores, and I do not know how he 
is gcmg to square that h<^. But this 
is basically what is going to h a | i ^ .  He 
cannot on printing notes agidnst which 
there is neither goods w x  gold.



thaMlbcie, !f he toes on woddtig the 
V tm  In W I c  he wiU fiiuS tb«t the prices 
wiB iGeep on soiag up, Therafore. either 
Iw has to mobilise mote «esouroes or he 
JuM to o it down the expenditure or HT neoess> 
$rf oven the developsient expendituie. 
But tAxy should the <Sev«lopment expmditure 
be cot? T h ^  do not need to cut down 
the ifevelopnient expenditure. As a matter 
o f fact, it is possible to spend considerably 
more Rs. 500 crares or Rs. 2000 crores 
more on development expenditure if only 
this Government were to come clean 
and face the reality, and the reality is that 
they are not taxing where taxes can be 
paid but they are taxing where taxes can 
not be paid.

On the last occasion and 0n the previous 
occasiott, I had suggested to the Finance 
Minister hoAr he could mobilise at least 
Rs. 1500 to Rs. 2000 crores worth of more 
resources. He can do it from the import 
Itcenoes. Ho insist that the public sector 
performs. There is no short-cut. He ts 
not going to get money fake manna from 
heaven, uzUess they are prepared to work. 
Bat nobody is here prepared to work. 
They will not esdhew de6cit financing. 
They will not take a rational attitude to> 
wards taxes. The taxation today has so 
become that the black money is going on 
increasing; it is today sevm times the si?e 
of the origintJ economy and it will go on 
increasing.

Another Bill Is on the anvil, and I 
wish godpseed to that Bill. But after 
that Bill is passed, the black money economy 
not seven times but fifteen times the size 
of the c^Scial eoonomy. There are no 
shortcuts to this. They have to take 
nature into ccmfUlence. The trouble is 
that they do not even take each other mto 
confidence. Are they going to take nature 
into cxmfidence ? 7t»e fiict of the matter 
is that unless the^ usethe human xesouroes 
such as they have hero and otside for the
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benefit of the country, unless they 
use the natural lesouroes and m fiict 
nature itself, they are not going to get 
anything.

There is the qtwstion of shortages. Why 
are the shortages there? Why is production 
not up? It is because on the one hand they 
have natioi»lisation which seems to be the 
mantta that solves all problems. They 
say, this is not working, so, nationalise it, 
that is not working, so take it over. How 
many times have I heard it? Even on this 
v ^  day I have heard M«nber alter M e o ^  
getting up and saying, nothing happens 
over there, so take it over, la there some 
sense? Is there some logic in this? Can 
they prove one stngfe thing that this Govern-
ment has taken over and thereafter haa 
made successful? And yet this is the answer 
supplied by elected representathies of the 
people. Imagine what sort of an unintelU> 
gait society we are going to create if we 
cannot even correlate reality with thentt&> 
tras that we have learnt to speak from day 
to day?.

They cannot govern like this. Gomtk- 
ment is a serious business, and they cannot 
govern with mantras. They have got to 
work and work hard; only then can they 
produce results. What is this debate? 
Every three or four weeks? Thoe is a 
further spirt in prices, and there is a fur-
ther demand for an increase in wages and  ̂
there is further demand for a greater ddstate;

16 hrs. *

And we will go on debating the subject 
time after time after time. Nothing is 
going to come out of it. You have got to 
work and work, and work means accqyting 
realitie^ and not working by slogans.

You just heard a very brave Sardar. 
When something good happens for 
he wants to take all the credit foor it atid 
ciedit for his party. When soniMH t̂tg 
goes wrong, he says it is a national prohksn.
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Heisiiottiiecmlyoiietiiiltyoftfais. Whm 
tile Flottce Minister gets up to reply to this 
debtte, he will say; ‘I have no douirt that 
this is a very serious problem. But I want 
you to look upon it as a national problem 
and we roust all worlc towards its solution*. 
But when it comes to listening, he will 
listen, 1 do not know to whom. I do not 
know who he listens to or whose advice he 
takes. Does he take the advice of his 
eoaoioantc advisers? Does he take the 
advice of his colleagues? Or does he just 
do what he is told? I do not know what 
happens. But I know one thing, that he 
does not take my advice. And that is why 
Ids party and his government in this country 
is in this sorry state of affairs. This may 
sound vety arrogant to him and he can laugh 
at it. 1 do not mind. But the fact of the 
ntatto’ is that till you learn the hard realities 
of the situation, you ate not going to be 
able to grapple with the problem. One 
has to learn the realities abroad and one has 
to learn the realities at home al&o. We 
have accepted the reality that we got less 
votes that you did. But you have 
accepted the reality that unless you follow 
our ideas, there is no future for this country.

Thm^ors, you have to come down to 
earth and start ovaluating each circumstance 
and try to use whatever instruments you have 
to deal with it. Take, for instance, the 
roembn-s of your party. How many people’s 
brains do you pick? Take the people in 
your offices. In your secretariats. How 
many people's brains do they pick? Look 
at the Planning Commission staffed with 
people.

But how axt appointments made in this 
country? Not on considerations o^ merit, 
aot 3n considerations of anything but this 
tha t‘alter all, he is my man, he is my rela-
tive, he is my brother-in-law, she is ray 
sister-in-law*. This is the way this country 
work«. The Public Sovice Commissions

are there only in mwae nowaday*. U4s the 
nominees of tiiese K9toi|ta» that fet 
ted. What sott of goveroment ai« you 
going to have on this bai^s? No body can 
honestly go and find a  job for himself an^ 
more. He should have a tetter of reccininMsn* 
dation. If he cannot get it from
Chavan, he and gets it fircMn Shri
Vayjpayee, if he cannot from Shd V t̂pyee» 
he goes to Shri Shamim; and as a last 
resort, he may even go to Sathe.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : Not to Pitoo 
Mody.

SHRI PE jOO m o d y  : That is the way 
any man can get a job in this country. 
Where will you get the skills, the expertise, 
the fearlessness of people to give you advice 
without fear or favour? Who in the
Planning Commis^on is going to tell Shri
Chavan, ‘Look here, what you have been 
thinking of is a lot of hog wash. You have 
to change your ideas completely*. No body 
dare do that.

This is your {Mt>blem whidi you atone can 
soWe. How will you give these people, 
these pusillanimous people, the courage to 
come out and give you the right advice? 
This is the probtom you and your colleagues 
suffer from and this is a problem which only 
you can solve by yourselves.

In 12 years now, between 19S6 and 1966, 
and .. . .

MR CHAIRMAN : His time is up.
SHRI PILOO MODY : You are not 

interested in all these details? If I do not 
tell him, who will?

In these 12 years, from 1956 to 1966, the 
prices went up by 80 per cent. Do you 
titink at any point of time, Qovemment 
stopped and said ‘Let us take stock of the 
situation*? No. Between 1966 and 1973 
the prices went up by another 66 per oeat. 
How long do you thmk, knowing the ecso- 
nomy of our country and particularly Uie 
ruraleconomy of our where the absorption
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ii  to  ffluiiiitl, can one sustain tte  incfease 
of prkni \fy fiO, 70 and 90 per cent every 
deadc? It is just not possible. You are 
drivins yourself into a hole ftrnn which 
you cannot extricate yoursdf unless you 
ta1» a grip of the situation. Believe me it 
does not take long to control prices; 
believe me it is in a mattN* of mondis that 
we can control the prices, but you will have 
to give op your mantras; you will have to 
give up your long-cherished slogan. You 
will have even to rewrite your manifesto. 
The important thing is to help the country 
and not say that we have a great manifesto. 
The important thing is people, and not 
merely policies.

Look at your Hanning Commission. 
The argument that we have had with the 
Planning Commission for tfie last 15 years 
is that it is not planning for the people; it 
is planning for some abstract dogma or some 
abstract statKtics. And this ts the result; 
80 per cent increase m one decade and 66 
per cent in the other. "All over the world” 
is the excuse they make as to what is hap-
pening. Are other people all over the 
world as unhappy and depnved as they are 
in India? How can you possibly say that 
you can compare the situation as it exists m 
India with that obtaining in any place in the 
world? Not even with Pakistan; the most 
shauM^ul thing m the worid is that even the 
condition there Is infinitely better than it is 
hare. Have thi^ not been to a war? Do 
they not have these problems of drought and 
scarcity and other thmgs that we suffer 
from?

AN HON. MEMBER: America.

SRR1 P!LOO M<H>Y : Who is that 
with America on his mind? I hope he has 
becm reading America reoentity, and I 
hope that he has learnt scMnethingfcom what 
is happening cm the issoe called Watergate. 
It is only in a r c t o t  system like that that 
those who have caajoyed more power than 

Chavan has had can be put up before

(Dis.)
a grand jury and be sent to Jail, inchiding 
the President who is being impeadbed or 
at least threatened with impeadunent. 
It is only in a rol>ust system like that where 
all these can happen, all on the imtiathre 
two journalists. He has to team a little 
about America.

SHRIA.K. M. ISHAQUE CBasirhat): 
Now come back to your original speech.

SHRl PiLOO MODY : 1 will, if you come 
back to your original interruption.

Now, the other argument is that prices go 
up in a developmg economy. We have 
heard this; controls are necessary in a 
developing economy. Of course coirttols 
are necessary m the developing economy, 
and many more controls are neoessaiy in a 
developed economy. That is the truth 
of it. Not that if we were more devdoped 
there will be less control. But because we 
are not as devdoped, that is why you have to 
have less control. This is the logic of the 
statement. But you have got your mtattra.

The third thmg that has been the reality 
that one has to face is that in our ooimtry, 
out of your income, the major part of the 
budget goes into food. Where the aoijor 
part goes into food, tha CtowtBmeot ooust 
drop everything else and see that there is 
pksnty of food around; not take over the 
distribution. Just see tibat enough is 
fM-oduced. What is diiBcult about produ^ 
ing food? If you were keen about ptoduc 
ing food, you have to increase the irrigaled 
acreage in this land. Sardar Sahab t«lk»d 
about imgation. Do you know that our 
entire future revoh^es around that one word 
îrrigation*? Not large projects bat 

minor irrigaticm; water conservattoa, la  
use a more scientiiic term. Wafer oqo- 
servatkm ts the problem of India and wmcr 
conservation does not erven appear «a «n 
item in the budget in India. It dots not 
even as an Item or a  'm the 
Pitniiing c'jmmisskm reports. W«ler
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ocwMmtkm is what the Govemmeat cX 
India shoidd be thinking of. If it wants to 
stabilise the {»ices, if it wants to improve the 
condiUcms of the country, if it wants to 
buiid up prosperity of the country, it is 
through water conservation. Therefore, 
on ttiis occasion, Mr. Chavan, I leave you 
with this thought: water conservation. 
What are you doing about water conser-
vation? You attack that problem from 
today on, and within six months you will 
have no shortage at least of food in this 
country.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur) : 
Our friend Mr. Piloo Mody has made a 
scathing attadc against the Government. 
Everybody knows the philosphy of Mr. 
Piloo Mody. The phenomenon of rising 
prices had been explained by my friends 
already. In a developing country it is a 
continuous process. But the Government 
can control the price of certain essential 
commodities. Unfortunately in this country 
the oitlre economy is based on a system 
whkh is controlled by certain vested interests. 
These fact(»9 are contributing to the rise 
in prices. The position has been explained 
by the Government. The rising prices are 
mainly dtie to the drought situation prevalent 
in the country in a situation of developing 
economy, fiut other factors are substantially 
contributing to the rise in prices. For the last 
sbt months we have been observing the trend 
of rising prices of essential commodities. 
This has been creating even a law and order 
situation. Mr. Mody has not mentioned it 
in his speech but he has only castigated the 
Government and said that tho-e was a law 
and order situation causcd by the shortage 
of foodgrains. He did not refer to the 
vested intotssts. This shortage is not only 
artificial, it has been invented by certain 
pearsons in this country to see that the 
Government is scuttled and its progressive 
policies are pusdhed back. My friends 
referred to the wwking of the public sector 
undertakings. They are still at the mercy

of a fow nadividu^b wtio are holdjbg the 
raw materials needed by them. The power 
shortage and the rising prices are due to the 
intematiooal reactionary forces of imperia-
lism who want that our progresshie pofidear 
should be scuttled. Our country is not 
self<su£Bcient in food, kerosene oil and other 
thhigs. The vested interests outside are 
holding the business monopolys in oil, 
petroleum and chemical products and our 
vested interests are playing into the hands of 
those outside factors to see that inter-
national prestige that has been enhanced by 
our Prime Minister is scuttled internally. 
It is not that we have come out with <mly 
popular slogans. We wanted to implement 
it with all seriousness, the programme of 
taking over foodgrains and essential commo-
dities. Because some parties have organis> 
ed bandhs in many towns, life has been 
paralysed and people could not get the food 
articles. It has been done by the big busi< 
ness houses and merchants in various cities 
and towns.

Merchants in various towns have been 
continuously attacking the progressive 
policy of this Government. Not only the 
internal factor but also the outside factor 
has contributed to this price rise. 1 would 
like the Government not to sit in judgment 
over this but they should see that these 
policies are implemented fully in this country.
1 quite appreciate the legislation that has- 
been brought forward by the Govmiment. 
This should be implemented immediately 
and it should not at any cost be delayed.

So far as black money is concerned, 1 
know that it is this which nms a parallel 
economy in this country. In she month's 
time the black money may be doubled. It 
is this whteh has contributed to the rise in 
price in this country. The people who have 
amassed wealth heavily are playing fraud 
o n  the people. I would like to quote what 
has appeared in a certain international 
bulletin. This is what has appeared. 1 
quote:



*HM8e big houses’ are playing fraud, 
la  India, 40% of the firaud is played by the 
business cUuses. The increase here is more 
t h a n  i l l  other countries. That is the situa-
tion so far as our country is concerned. 
These vested interests who are playmg this 
fraud are more clever and more Intelligent 
that t h e y  try to see that our national eco-
nomy is paralysed completely. That is 
how the Opposition Parties have been 
criticising the Govemmoat in all the issues. 
Have they taken any steps on any of the 
issues? Is anybody going to support the 
national policy which our Government 
have adopted in the matter of wholesale take* 
over of trade in foodgrains? Some of the 
Members on the Opposition side are oppo-
sing the wholesale trade takeover by Govern-
ment I am asking Mr. Mody to answer 
this question as to what he is doing in this 
regard. Is he trying to tell the people how 
this parallel economy is working in this 
country? Under whose control is h work-
ing? That IS most important. It is 
this whk:h has been creating this situation 
in this country. For that I am asking our 
Government for the last six months to take 
over all those things. But, our Government 
had been sitting over the matter so long.
I was asking the Government to take stock 
of this situation to see that these looters and 
hoarders are completely c<»trolled by them, 
t  am asking our Government to take strin-
gent action against those people and penahse 
those who are working against the common 
people's interests. It is the common people 
who are suffering ccmsequent upon the nse 
in prices. Our Government is sleeping 
over the matter. They are not taking any 
action against the hoarders and blackmar- 
keteers. I would like to tell here that even 
in the States of Maharashtra^ Mysore and 
Andhra Pradesh not a single blackmarke- 
teer or hoarder or looto* has been arrested. 
No action has also been taken against them 
for the putf six months or so. It is the 
very peoi^ who a»<e creating this shuation 
in our country. If an imp«!ovenwnt has to
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be made in our economic position, then 
production should be increased. We had 
been told that faihire of rains was the only 
contributory reas<»i for this spiralling of 
prices. India is a vast country wherein, 
for the last 25 years or so, aiome areas 
or others are affected by chronic drou-
ghts. Our Government ought not have 
delayed taking a serious action in regard 
to implementation of certain irrigatkn 
projects. Had they takm up certain irriga-
tion projects earlier, then tht^ would have 
controlled the rise in prices of foodgrains 
by increasing our food production.

I would like the Government to see to it 
that the entire essential commodities in 
addition to foodgrains should be taken ovor 
by them so that they able to control the 
rise in prices of essoitial commodities and 
bring down the price rise immediate y.

mwwf ipr* <iiii (snpRrn;); tmmfe 
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^  ^  iftw ^  inN r
WT fil'Wl
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*BT»ir«r jngnar
vr i sw l  »n«r so,
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?ft»r »TH# ^  t  
t  f !>fr «Rrar *rT»r# ^rr# ^ 3̂^  ntfft
f̂ fSRlV ^ Wr ’PT 9 fifrsft 

» R T  ^  ^  t  ^
mrt «Tc t  *r?r t  ^  ^  f ^ ^ r
1 T 9 W  t | '  f  I T H T T # ?  i f T  * R  915T

11 «ifr ?r 3i? ^  ^rrf^ fv
^n^nst 3ft *fi'5’RtfiTifr ftrm (t t t  *nvr»Ttii<i
gt? iftr ’BPTT T̂TT '̂ TT???!' f  ^

frarr^ v?»rr 1 w t
filHH ^  ^  f i r w  ^ I

16-23. Hrs.
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SHRl VASANT SATHE (Akola) : 
Mr Chairman, Sir, this is a problem which 
IS exercising the minds of the people of this 
country, not only of a few parties. Let 
nobody feel that they are the only persons 
who are trying to champion the cause of the 
down<trodden and suffering people. Every-
one in this country feds the concern about 
the probhan of rise in prices.

I will Qot go into the basic economics of 
it because it is wetl*lcnown that the main
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<$tuse inccease in piioes io shortfall in 
jMrodudion, particularly, of the basic neces$i> 
ties of life, Ukev foodgrains, oil, cloth, etc. 
Therefore, let us apply our mind to this 
question in its long-tum perspective.

What will happen is, tomorrow listening 
to the prayers from all sides of the House, 
if tise God of rains is kind enough this year, 
that next year, we will all have forgotten this 
problem of rise in prices and we will be 
patting ourselves on the back that we have 
brought about a green revolution. So, 
let us not get into a feeling of complacency 
about this problem.

The basic problem is that we do not have 
to depend only on rains. Twenty five years 
back, when we became Independent, it 
i^outd have been foreseen. It i& not from 
tiic point of view of criticising that I say 
this. You will recall, in the First Plan, 
we had given proper emphasis to agriculture.
I do not understand how was it that from 
the Second Plan onwards, we shifted the 
emphasis from agriculture to industry. They 
thought that all is well with agiiculture, that 
as soon as we have industrial growth, 
we will be bringing about agricultural growth 
also. There is some complem«)tary aspect 
in the sense of developing infra-structure 
whete you need industries. But that is not 
eaou^ . You cannot take away the empha-
sis from agriculture and place it on industry. 
On which industries did we place emphasis?
1 can understand the basic industries, the 
core industries, as we call them, on which 
emphasis ought to have been placed.

You gave emphasis to consumer goods 
industries sector, the private sector, where 
real capital formation took place. Where 
has all that capital formation which you 
count in terms of your national income 
growth gone? It has gone in the form 
of black mon^. Year after year, we have 
been asking: Where has the money gone? 
We appointed the Wanchoo Committee and 
then found tin t Rs 7000 crores are in the 
form of black money. The other day. I
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asked a question and the Finance Minister 
said that he agreed that it must be much 
more. By some calculations, it will be about 
Rs. 12,000 crores. What does it mean? 
There Is Rs. 19,200 crores of your national 
income and Rs. 12,000 of black money. 
Is it not a parallel Government that is 
being run in this country? Where is the 
black money utilised? Is it under your 
control? It IS all being utihscd by the few, 
for the benefit of the few to exploit the 
many. Unfortunately, we have no control 
on it. NoWt we welcome to long-pending 
Bill that they are bringing forward. 1 hope, 
with that Bill, we will be able to unearth 
black money. Of course, I have my cv^n 
fears and doubts about it. But I do not 
want to be pessimistic about it. I wish 
God-speed to the Finance Minister in 
unearthing black money. If you can get 
even a part of this black money, you can 
utihse it in the basic fields like agriculture.

In agriculture, the most important item 
IS irrigation. If we had only paid adequate 
attention to major and minor irrigation 
projects and also to under ground water in 
particular, we would have achieved a lot. 
Have we tried to utilise the underground 
water resources of this very country which,
I am told by geologists, are very rich in this 
country? Adequate eifort has not been 
made in this direction. We always talk. 
The planning Commission or some Commis-
sion or the Finance Ministry will tell the 
griculture Ministry that they do not have 
adequate funds. But I want to know how 
much money we have spent all these years in 
meeting famines, in meeting droughts, in 
meeting the situation in flood-afiected areas. 
Why have we not harnessed the water 
resources of this countiy? How many 
river water disputes are pending? Is it 
patriotic, when we know that the basic need 
is water? You always depend upon theram- 
God. What does the rain-God give you? 
Rain-water. But He has already given you 
water in the form of rivers and undeground
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water. If you G»uinot utilise those resoufces, 
why do you curse and blame the rain<3od? 
How long is this country going to blame the 
God of rains, Lord Varuna?

1 would submit that the question that we 
should ask ourselves is, why have we not 
been able to complete the Riyasthan Canal 
yet. You say that, with one good rains in 
one year, this will give you four million 
tonnes of wheat and will help you to meet 
your deficit. Is it four million tonnes or 
something more? I do not know. You 
can correct me. If one State can give you 
that much, I want to know why you aie 
lingering on completion of this Rajasthan 
Canal. Why can you not mobilise all your 
national resources—human resources, man> 
power and youth power resources of this 
countiy? Ask them to dig out this Canal. 
Is it impossible? You always rely only on 
PWD. Unfortunately, you cannot get rid 
of the PWD mentality. AU the time you 
make the calculation, how •many people 
will be required, how many coolies will be 
required, how much you will have to pay 
them, how many ghamelas ?t.n^phawaras will 
be required, how many cement bags, etc.; 
you calculate all these and say that it will 
be about Rs, 200 crores and we do not have 
that much money. You depend entirely 
on contractors? Why? Therefore, you 
should take a fresh look at the whole problem 
and take up, with a sense of urgency, the 
river valley projects. I agree with Mr. 
Piloo Mody that conserving the water resour-
ces of this country is the major task. In 
two or three years, if we can achieve even 
this much, then we shall not have to depend 
on the God of rains. Then you would have 
done much more than fulfil the promise of
Garibi Hatao----

SHRl K. S. CHAVDA (Patan) : 
Narmada also.

SHRIVASAW SATHE : Yes, Narmada, 
Krishna, Godavari, Jhelum, Chinab, Sutlei 
Ganga, Yamuna-sall the rivers. May that

■ be our major task.

I would make cme more point and con* 
dude. IcanundorstandiditortageeftoMis* 
But why should there be rise in pddes, 
unleas you say that we leave this to the 
market ecoDomics-<-«s is known, the laws of 
demand and supply? Then do not taJk 
of socitdism. Tell me a single soda&t 
country in the world, including USSR 
which is importing, as you say, 20 million 
tonnes offbeat, where prices have gone 
up.

Because shortage is there, there is price 
control and they get them less. If you are 
getting 2 kg. or 4 kg, you will get 2 kg  ̂but 
at the same price. Why should prices go up 
unles you allow a sector of the market to 
exploit this scarcity 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEBP.SHINDE) : Mr. Vajpayee 
has a solution for that.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : I do not know 
what his solution is. He says, *Allow the 
wholesalers a free hand. They will do 
everything.’ I do not know. Unfortu-
nately, I do not agree with the Swantra 
analysis either, that in a scarcity, in a deve-
loping country, you must have less controls. 
On the contrary, our attitude appears to be 
that wherever there is scarcity, we rush in. 
Sick mills we take over. Are we a nursing 
government? Why do not we go in when 
food crops are good and then take over the 
trade? In that case, you will have a better 
stock position and a better control. Therefo-
re, this is only in terms of scarcity-oriented 
policies. We rush in when scarcity deve-
lops. It is true. When we go there, we 
face unsurmountable difficulties cm our way; 
the wholesalers and the trading community 
try to create all sorts of difficulties and cor-
ner the stocks. Then the Opposition also 
is trying to pour oil on the fire so that they 
can have.... (Interruptions) I would submit, 
three things. One—irrigation. No. 2— 
price control in the strict sense. In the 
naatter of increase in prices of essential



comoiddities, persons found guilty of in* 
dresiriiiA the prices must be dealt with under 
I41SA. Instead of initttng other people 
in side jail, those who agitate for MfSA, 
let us put those who raise the prices behind 
the bars. Then, I think we will be using the 
MISA properly because they are the pefople 
who are indulging in anti-national activi-
ties. That shotUd be our attitude. You 
lay down the prices and announce them on 
the Ail Indm Radio and everywhere and say 
'These are the prices. Any one found charg-
ing even a single paise more will be taken to 
task and will be punished * Try to do that 
Then probably we may achieve something
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iR t f t  f î t  t«F Ir «7f
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& i  ^TTfTT ?r !T8 t « m m  %  ?t»t Jffr J » n
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wr̂ iiT, ?fr f*BT sm  « n ^ » ^  
ffWT % i  pRRflT
w rw r it wrt; vsfiwmft 5«ft
«TT^|,^«r rtf? ?T«rr̂ ’; ^  ^
w  »if I , ^  ^  *1̂
«n rw  >PwV ^rrf^ fiF ^

%, t  «Tĝ  srra ?fh: ^m r
% fw? «r? ^  T5TJT ;T5raV | ,  ^swt ?rm 
arnrr Tr f*r%i s

MR, CHAIRMAN : Before I call upon 
the next speaker, 1 would like to infoim the 
House that the Minister in charge will be 
called upon at 5.30 p.m. for reply.

SHRI S.A. SHAMIM : How is that pos-
sible? There arc still so raany Members 
from this side who have to speak. It is 
important that every Member should have 
hi^ say.

MR. CHAIRMAN ; Unless hon. Mem-
bers want to sit late, it is not possible......

SHR[ P. G. MAVALANKAR (Ahmeda- 
bad) : The House should sit beyond 6 
p.m. if other Members have to speak. That 
was agreed to in the morning.

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM ; Heavens will not 
fall if we sit for one hour more.

MR. CHAIRMAN : 1 do not know what 
has been told or not. But at 6 P. M. we 
have to c'>ncludc this debate. So I have to 
call the Minister at 5.30 p.m., imless the 
House agrees to sit an hour extra, m which 
case some more members can be accom-
modated, otherwise not.
■ SHH[ O. N. TIWARY (Ojpalganj) : The 
Milliter m̂ iy reply tomonow.

MR CHAIRMAN : 1 think the sense 
of thi H m>c is that wc finish it by 6 p.m.

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM ; In this matter, 
where is the question of sense of the House? 
This subject is very important and members 
mun hive their say. These are the last 
two diys of the session. We have been sit-
ting till 7 3D P.M. and 8 P.M. earlier. Why 
is it thit ws cannot extend the sitting today
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by an hour? At least on this the hon. 
Minister should not stand on prestige. The 
Congress members utilised their time in the 
election today; they were not interested 
{Interruptions). When our turn coines^ 
they say it will not be extended.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please do not raise 
other issues. There is only one issue : how 
long arc we going to sit? If we have to 
conclude by 6 P.M. all the speakers cannot 
be accommodated.

SHRI VASANT SATHE ; As a compro-
mise, let us extend it by half an hour.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Allright. Thenthe 
Minister will be callcd at 6 P.M. But mem-
bers must be brief. Then only will others 
also be able to contribute to the debate.

PROF MADHU DANDAVATt (Raja 
pur) : The problem of rising prices, in order 
that it should not become a subject for ad> 
journment of the House which invohes 
censure of Government, should be tackled in 
time. But probably things are moving in 
such a direction that it continues to be a 
continuing phenomenon. We find rising 
prices a continuous phenomenon. Even 
taking April 1962 as the base with 100, 
we find that the index has gone up by April 
1973 to 225.7. Side by side, we find that 
the purchasing power of the rupee is going 
down. With 1949 as the base (100), we 
find that it is now 39 2 per cent. So prices 
arc rising and the purchasing power of the 
rupee is going down and the standard of 
living of the people is going down.

Here I am reminded of what Shri Harin- 
dranath Chattopadhyaya said m his poetic 
words some years back that when you go 
to a city or go to any town, you see the prices 
going up and the people going down. This 
is what is happen'iij m the countiy today. 
We must tiy to find out what exactly arc 
the root causes- for this {Intermptions).

MR. CHAIRMAN : I find that members, 
instead of listening to the speeches, arc in-
terrupting from all sides. Thi« is not fair
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-either to the speaker or to the House. 1 
nvouM request members to  patiently hear 
the speatcer. If they want to ask a question 
they may do so if the Chair permits; 
otherwise not. Otherwise, the debate will 
JO on continuing and the speaker will lose 
the trend of his thought also.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : 
Fortunately, the Approach Paper to the Fifth 
Plan has tried to trace the cause of the rismg 
prices. But unfortunately, while its aaa< 
lysis and assessment is correct, the requisite 
policy frame is not available and whatever 
policies are actually formulated are not 
effectively implemented. I think the ap> 
proach document has said that three basic 
questions are to be addressed as far as rise 
in prices is concerned. The first question 
is, excess demand in relation to the goods 
available. Secondly, the presence of un-
accounted income in the form of black 
money which creates a scramble for pur- 
ctiasing goods with black money and which 
certain sections of the commimity are in-
terested m doing. Lastly, the increased 
cost unrelated to improvement in pro-
ductivity, for example, due to levies on trans-
port, power, services, etc. These are the 
factors which are responsible for the rise in 
prices.

17 brs.
In addition to that, there has been a con-

sistent increase in money supply. The 
iSgures provided by the Planning Govern-
ment statistics indicate that in 1969-70, 
the increase was Rs. 600 crores; m 1970-71,
It was Rs. 750 croies; in 1971-72, in has 
almost came to about Rs. 1,000 croies. 
This being the position it has to be analysed 
as to how this particular defect is to he re-
medied. Unfortunately, we ftnd that the 
result of stagnation m agricultural output 
and non-response of farm output in invest-
ment has been greatly responsible for the 
heavy pressure on prices. Secondly, the 
strategy of development,-^the cardinal prin-
ciple—is not capacity utilisation but capa-
city creation, and it has also created a pro-
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blem not of augmeatttioo of productioa 
but of actual reducticm in production. 
Therefore, this problem has also got to be 
tackled very effectively.

litrge-scale investment programmes fail 
because there is no assuranoeof a minimum 
supply of essential commodities at a reason-
able price. Producti&n in the industries 
also suffers. From the very recommeod- 
ation's of the Commission’s report, it appears 
that probably the management is not ade-
quate; the efficiency standards have gone 
down, and non-productive expenditure has 
also increased and as a result of that, pro-
duction is going down.

We are told in the approach document that 
in order to avoid inflationary pressure on 
otu* economy and to prevent rise in prices, 
as we were told only the other day by the 
hon. Mr. Dhar in this very House, deficit 
financing will have to be reduced to the rock 
bottom, minimum. TTiese are the words 
that Mr. Dhar has used in this very House. 
But, unfortunately, the entire trend of 
deficit financing during the last so many 
plans is no indication that the Government 
is adopting a policy by which deficit financ-
ing IS reduccd. In the first 5 year plan, deficit 
financing was of the order of Rs. 333 crores. 
In the second Plan, it was Rs. 954 crores; 
in the third plan, it was Rs. 1,133 crores; 
in the fourth Plan, it is about Rs. 1,500 
crorcs. Unless this increaso in deficit 
financing is checked, the inflationary 
pressure on the economy can never be 
checked. Unfortunately, credit crcation 
and the increase in money supply 
are outstripping production, and therefoa*, 
the basic problem is, how we should in-
crease production both in the private 
sector and in the public sector. Unfor-
tunately, the equation has developed that the 
private sector really means the paragons 
of all ethics and morality; that there is no 
corruption and there is no ineflSciency; and 
that in the public sector there is ineffici-
ency and corruption. Unfortunately,



these ftanduds a n  lacking in the pdvate 
u  wdl as in the putdic sector, but 

ifthey ladk in the puUic sector, then the 
ioiportaiit target of the Fifth Five Year Plan, 
of generating a public sector surpluses of 
the <Mrder of Rs. 400 ciores will actually 
suffer, and if the public sector docs not 
geoetate enoui^ surpluses, in that case, the 
expansion of other public sectors will not 
be possible. Therefore, more efficiency in 
the nationalised sector is necessary. Better 
standards are necessary. In this context, 
Mr. B. R. Shenoy has rightly pointed out 
that every rupee invested in the private sector 
gives a return of seven paise, whereas for 
every rupee that is unfortunately put into the 
public sector the return is two paise. We 
will have to revise this equation and see that 
the efficiency of the public sector is increased.

I will just refer to one point that is very 
relevant and is highly controversial. Though 
I am critical about the manner in 
which the takeover of the foodgrains trade 
haa actually been implemented, I am one of 
these persons who stand completely commi> 

tted to the principle of take-over not only 
of foodgrains but also of all the essential 
commodities in the country; they must be 
brought into the public sector and all the 
wholesale trade must be nationalised. But 
I am very keen to see, and my criticism is 
directed to improve the take-over. Un-
fortunately, we find that as far as the present 
machinery of the wheat take-over trade is 
concerned, it s categorically declared that 
the objective was to increase the buffer 
«tock and to stabilise the prices both for the 
producer and the consumer in order to see 
that protection of the vulnerable section is 
ensured and lastly there is a structural change 
in trade brought about. I am very sorty to 
state that by the manner in which the ex- 
perimrait of take-over is being implemented, 
all this laudable objective will be comp-
letely destroyed. There is distriction between 
marketable suri^us and market sur-
plus. If the Government does not change its
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policy, new problems will be created as 
happened in the case of sugar. In the sugar 
industry, there are two markets and two 
prices. If you take this experiment in that 
same direction, part of the market will be 
controlled by the Qovemment and part 
of the market will be controlled 
by the retailers in collusion with 
big producers and a new kulak-trader- 
lobby will be created and they will try to 
destroy your efforts on the takeover. The 
stability of the producers’ price as well as 
the consumer's price will be completely 
destroyed. An assurance must be given 
that fair price will be given to agriculturists. 
Reference has been made to vanaspati price.
I have authentic information that Hindustan 
Lever Limited, which is a subsidy of the 
Unilever of London, has been -deliberately 
playing the game to bring down surreptiti-
ously the weight ofcontrolled items and also 
to increase the price. I do not want to go 
in details. I have got the details with me. 
Deliberately they have adopted this method 
so that the margin of their profit may go up. 
Similarly they are suspending despatches of 
essential products like Dalda brand vansa- 
pati and they try to release them only when 
prices go up. These artifiicial manipula-
tions are going on. Unless they are cheked.
1 am afraid, the problem of rismg pnccs 
cannot be checked. In Gujarat the problem 
IS acute. In Andhra and Tclangana wheat 
sells at Rs. 250 per quintal. Mr. Kamath 
a former Member of Parliament has sent me 
receipts from Maharashtra to show that the 
price of wheat was Rs. 13S before the take-
over and Rs. 160 per quintal after the take-
over. All these problems will have to be 
tackled and therefore rationalisation of the 
experiment has to be undertaken and that is 
the only way in which problems can be 
solved. We are not interested in merely 
in taking advantage of the rising prices. 
We want to defend the living standards o f 
the people. The constructive proposals even 
though they might have been made by the 
opposition should be noted down by the
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Finaooe Minister and our ecofKMoay should 
be stabilised and stabilisation of prices 
should be brought about

•ft ifto m to  ^  '
JTTcT ?It * T f  t  ^  W P T R  Si" 

?Rf Ir w t  «fhc 3ft fprrd ^
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X35t iPTif jq  I , ^»JT sfff 
f?RjrwTfPiw^’ w»Pr f^TTsr^ 

^ ft? W 'ait 1ifgVT<t ^  f!T ^T5»n«
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srT?#?? fVT 'irR»r, tmg-̂ Rfrsfr % jt r  «r ,
OV 'TfrWR ^  5TT^ T|j^
eft ti^ ^  » T ^  11 r«fr "(Ihr %
yrsf t fWiT̂ n- ^  f l f  ^  ift KSFJrt^,
*rr ?ft ^  ^  ^  ^  Tnsfhr^OT
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SHRI RANABAHADUR SINGH (Sidhi) : 
Sir, we started the session by a debate 
on prices and we are ending the 
^ess'oit again with the same debate. Now, 
in hstweeii these two debates, another major 
price nse has taken place.

1 have been following this debate closely.
It i& surprising how we come close to a 
confrontation of the problem and shy away 
bjfore we find any possible and lasting solu-
tions There has been a cataloguing of all 
the tils that tiiese prices have got. But, 
to my mind, very few proposals meaning-
fully have been put before us and this House. 
In parliamentary affairs this is something 
dttcriable that while we, in this House, fiddly 
with the issues, the rural country-side' is 
burning. I for one have enough faith m 
this country and it’s possibilities—I am 
not prepared to accept the situation that 
the only panacea for all ills is nationalisa-
tion, Wc, at the p reset moment, have 
an organisational set up in our country 
wherein though we have tried to move away 
from the set up which applied to this country 
thirty years ago and which was very pur- 
glemly put by saying that this is a bullock- 
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cart country with a RoUs Royce adminis-
tration, even to-day, we are carrying on with 
the same Rolls Royce administration and it 
is no wonder that whra our Finance Minister 
tussles with the budget every year, it is this 
Rolls Royce which takes away a mjuor 
portion of the incomes that are available.
I am certain that if Parkinson were to come 
here, he would have a field day of proving 
his doctrinc.

Apart from all this, the greatest thmg 
which troubles me is that even after 25 years 
of freedom, there is in this country a class of 
ruled and a class of rulers. Whatever soci-
alistic measures are undertaken, be it state- 
trading of foodgrains or distribution of 
essential commodities, as long as this 
difference in society between the ruled and 
the rulers exists, this country will not be able 
to make good of anything, whatever high- 
sounding name we can give it. I do not 
want (o add another list to the catalogue of 
ills, but I would only say that we need not 
rest in this situation. It is not necessary 
that the ruled and ruler classes should 
remain co-existent in this country. The 
freedom that was imported into this country 
m 1947 and which rests in Delhi and in this 
House today, why should not that freedom 
now reach the villages? Even today the 
people in the villages are the ruled class and 
the rulers are petty officials. Whatever 
socialistic measures are undertaken, the 
rulers apply it to the ruled and in spite of 
the fact that the ruled class is asked to give 
a vote once in five years and to distil the 
whole of his five years’ anguish into single 
act of stamping a certain name, he cannot 
through that act really express himself as 
to what hardships he is facing from the 
rulers class. We have not become mentally 
bankrupt in this country and it is about time 
that we move forward. We made experi-
ments and tried things. But at this moment, 
1 feel there is a general disinclination for 
leaving the pre!»ent situation and to move



1S9 Acute shortagt and MAY 15, 1973 rise in prices of essential
Commodities (Dis.)

160

[Shri Ranabahadur Singh] 
forward. I suggest if a move is contem-
plated. it should be made in the direction of 
bringing freedom to the ruled class in this 
country. If that were done, there lies the 
major solution for most of the things that 
have taxed our time and our energies in 
this House for the last three hours.

SHRI NIMBALKAR (Kolhapur) ; Sir. 
the rise in prices is a symptom, not the dis>- 
ease, just as you may have in your body a 
rash which comes because of some poision 
which has inadvertently got into the body. 
So, if you want to gel rid of that rash, you 
must get rid of that poison. The rise in 
prices is a kind of rash and wc can get nd 
of it only if v̂e could get rid of the basic 
poison that is already there.

The type of our institutions, the attitude 
of our people, the nature of our people, 
the idiosyncrasies of our country, ull 
these things play their part in the use m 
prices. I will not go mto it m detail not 
only because 1 have not the time for it 
but also because then 1 will have to name 
certain communities and thctr habits, and 
1 do not want to go into that.

The fact of the matter is that if we are 
going to talk about socialism in this coun-
try, then 1 am soiry to say that I do not 
agree with people like Shn Azad and Shri 
Malaviya who get up and say that wc have 
got to get used to scarcity. I believe in 
socialism but I do not believe in scarcity. 
I do not believe in a socialist economy 
as an economy of scarcity. A socialist 
economy is an economy of plent).

If we want to achieve plenty then I have 
to agree to a certain extent with what Shri 
Piloo Mody wanted to say, namely, that 
we cannot improve this country unless wc 
improve the individual, unless we make 
every person in this country more efficient. 
And making a person more efflcient means 
that you have to educate him. Viewed 
from this point of view, wc are as far away

from socialism as we are from being com-
pletely educated, we are far away from 
socialism as long as scamties exist in this 
country, Wc must realise the very sunple 
fact that 70 per cent of our people can 
neither read nor write and that nearly 
50 per cent of our people arc living imder 
almost starvation level. Now they could 
see how far away we are from socialism.
I would like my friends, particularly in 
my party, to realise that socialism can 
be our goal but we have not achieved it. 
We are a long way from achieving it.

fo r tliat purp^^e we have to begin tyst 
by reformmg our education to such an 
extent that education must, within the 
shortest period of time, produce the most 
cliicient peiNon perhaps in the world. 
The problem this country is facing is much 
more than that of the other countries. 
When the problems are so big. wc have 
to make ourselves big to face that problem. 
If It need be, we must become bigger and 
more efficient than other countries to face 
this problem.

7 lie rise iti prices is a reflection on oui 
mefficienc,v not only at the governmental 
level but, 1 would say, right down to ihe 
Villager, the individual. Unless we im-
prove the efficiency of that individual we 
are not going to succccd.

Take the simple question of those people 
wlio <irc called educated unemployed. If 
I am an engineer and given the facili-
ties which are given in this country, really 
speaking I should not be looking for a 
job if iny education is complete. It must 
be possible ft>r me with the financial assis-
tance and evd'ything that is given in thi.s 
country—I know how much is givea 
because 1 myself run a factory—with that, 
assistance they can establish their ows. 
factories. If you really want to take tbc 
country forward, instead of running afler 
jobs you should be able to put up fa'.:toxies 
yourself. But our prcstetit edur^atioiial



system is probably the worst in the world 
It is time we decide whether this country 
IS going to impiove the individual, the 
people of this> country or not

These are all symptoms and if wc arc 
not going to tackle the disease the country 
IS going to remam poor The disca&e 
IS that wc aie uneducated We must 
address ourselves as early as possible to 
educating oui people If you study the 
account of the leccnt census you will find 
that within a matter of 14 ycais wc could 
completely cducalc our people prt>vided 
lirst of dll wc produce an educalional 
system which is occupation oriented at 
the lower level which is purposeful at 
the hife.hcbl level Unless you mcreasc 
the efficiency of the individual in this manner 
you arc not going to achicve these things

Then I \vant to siy a thin which must 
be done immediUely p\rticularly b> the 
Mini&tcrs When we M Ps come and 
icport lo >ou certain mal-practiccs you 
ay we will look mio il and then you 

leave it to some bureaucrats to give >ou 
a icpori on it 1 inyscll have pointed out 
the situation in Hhagalkot cement factoi>
lo the Ciovemment and I have produced 
all the documents that are necessary ^ 
show what mal-practices are going on there 
In mv constitucn y of Kolhapur ihe ce-
ment IS being sold at Rs 32 today When 
I hist pointed out to the Government 
U was being sold at Rs 17 Thu was 
bad enough But the Government did 
not listen to me Ihe Go\eminent did 
not gi\c me any assistance All the time 
they were asking me to bring more e\idence 
and they were saying why the law could 
not go against them I believe the people 
are not for the policies or the laws of the 
Government It is the policies or the 
laws that are for the people If the policies 
or lilt laws ate gomg to harm the people 
you have to cliangc them and sec that the 
people get what they need
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Here IS an example The price of cement 

need not go up Tbeie arc many com-
modities whose puces need not yo up 
This need not happen only it the Govern-
ment have more fauh m the elected people 
here rather than in bureaucracy that has 
been created by a colonial system Our 
police put down the student rising as 
if they were colonial riots 1 hese arc 
not the things \nc want We have to change 
all these institutions Onl> then this
I ash \vill dijappeai fioni our body

(hrimrRnR:) 5T«rrTf5T

^ n?: TT fT ?TT^r ?fT TTFRT 'TKfft »
JT’' TR Wt ^  ^ wVr fTRT̂ WT

JRTirT f  ^  sfTf ffr

#  140 *r
mgrsY s r  mfft f  ’tM ' flmanr

*r j  > »mr tn^p t ^  P i
STTOTT 'T m W ' TT 3T?T TT
fg?mrr t f t i  ? i r r  tt^ ?r5=Tnr *rr3:5T 
srt 4 s T«n wn hprpTT t t t t  ^ i ^  snr 
IT f  I Kpp- rnf r r
^  I -  TT̂ T 5TT TTOT

^  1 It T »iT
^  ^  ssftr vm r ?r*fNr w w  
iT fjTT =;t 'fsTT 'Tt ?rt *r ?nwt

STT TTT ?T fflPTrTT f  IV *T?T
jfXT *r f»T TTw iffiwT irt spm
rnrrsT?T I fTT 'STT W T ^
? >fq-TT jfW SJTPT 5|fr tfrr ^

'p- mrsr? r r  ^ i ?»rf'7TT ir
TT?TT f  f r  OTT ^

rPJJT SRTif Tf Sd’TT ^  3fJTT?T ftT ?fl

Firft I

O lfT  ^  5TfT t  ■3ft ^  STplr

Tmr-f srrr ^
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[*sft TTTT »fm?T T f t ]

Jr 32 ? rw  ^  «ft arft w

’F fw  40  ^  5?T t »  JTf 3ft f?pfr

^3wr wrm  ir? ^ f r  
5r 80  w q  C5T ’fH' m  ppqr « h

arw t ^  130 135 ’sqrr S?T ^

»TT?r fw ri ("TOST) ^  ^  *f fsTT  ̂
w n r  * R f h r  ^  135 tto jf t  mar

t  fsna^ ^ tw  ^sit^ ^  1 
W  ’Tsp 5fr*ft«Pf ^  f5r?w  % 5P^ ^  ^

^ ?fT ŜPFT *F̂  I

S H R I S. B. G IR I (W arangal) : I w ant 
to  ask one  question . A ccording to  him . 
p roduction  o f sugar has gone up. W hy 
th en  is the  pricc o f s'.i^ar going up?

HWWfir : ?ITT m
• ? R  «Pt s f jt  ?5ft cfT fT ^ r t  trr ^  •Jrnrnri

«ft t?no Tf»r nhT?T : t  ^  ^

3ft frspTi TK ^ * r r  1 t  :̂?r 7?tt ^  f^r 

^  3 i^?r sfrPR  *rrirf2: ir s t t r t  « r^  ^

^  SFtipT faFTFft ^  t  I ^ePFTIT-

t ? R  % HTT̂ it ^  ? r r  ^  î-Tr t , . .

sj^ m»wer wi w raw  : m  -sfr ^  ^

»MtT ifTfT tlW T T  ^  t?rr ^  TCT t  
?i?nw spr 3fT 11

t?wro TT»r n tq m  ^w^r?rrw5r=T ^  

^  ir 5ir»ft?R ^  ^T f^ 'r£  v m  ^  ^ p r  r̂ T.- 

rn m t  ?»WTJrr fr ^ *rh: ¥t*pry: ^  fftf^ % 
%■ f ®  ’*ft ^  ^RTffr 1 1  W T  ujw : 

if i][5p ?TT  ̂5?fr ?r f% irf? «rrtf 
¥?nT % f«r?Trp s tft w n  t  ?It - jf^

«inTfif *T§>OT: ^  fTT»̂  ifr iifr
^  t  «r? r ^ r g  t t  ;t? t ^ s trjh  i ?nfr*T 

*TJ^, ?rn- % JTfTt rft^ iTTTfirirt % sft^  Jr 

%3R 7 I !TN W?!ft ft
W R f ^ 9 ^  # fsr^^ rr 1

♦ N o t recorded .

qo fw k  ; ?T«rn% ift,
*1̂  ^  ?t sRhfiiR I t yRtff it flxvrr <n: 

^  5ST^ grj ?Rfrn:
^  WI% SPT »TW^ ft̂ TT It I f  ?rwR 

% r̂^nfcff fv FVfnr -m
v r  m  I ;jwi^ ^  jh[ |

W  ^  % i r T ?n?pn: %
*r?>p ^  fwr g:i
f w  ^  fiRft w M vTT «TT#f if ?TT̂r?r 
^  t  ^HF^Tvrrt t Yi ^grcvrr^ipft
wtr Wh=PT srnmt 1976 if ?<k =3ft 
w nm t fpfr, aft w pR t Jtwr^ ^  ^nrpRf 
^  ^'nt WFP 5ift sft sPT^pft ^
^  if f  ® fiT%»ft I

15.33 hrs.
[SHRI K. N. TIWARY w t/ie C/iair]

®r? ?r?r ^  % 5ft7ff ^ ^nft ^ft^ ' 
w  «rf »T*ft, 7*r ^  I ?  w<V̂ >r
if ^  if 5f3t I, T?Trf?T5T JRrt vff
srfr ^ { zfp sn^ v)- ŵ qr
f?  I 5ftn> ^ !p^ fifr ?TPfr*ft f^m*r 
???RT *qr^, 5fnft ^ ^  ^

»n Tt̂ r ^mTsft 1 ?Trefrtft fvRnr
<ft ^ * n  I  itrtr
'TT nft TTiP  ̂ !(TWR ^ ?nmft 11 3̂npi% «nr? 
vit wmr jpt«??f' srs 7H(t I  ?ft ĉ F ff?ftsrr 
f5̂ -fTTT t  ^  ^  ’Ttf̂
sft’i: f ^  rftr «rr t- ^  *t
r̂mJT *r»TT «t t

^ ?ft ^  ^r ar̂ Tsnc t̂rr ?wvt f ^
%?TT ârrfî  «TT » % nrj ?f,

% vrd 2f, % «rrf if 1̂

TT f̂ TcT̂  ?> Ti^ t
^  TT 3ft ^  ^  I,

?r*rr ^  f̂t friiPf<Jt« f*f5T
r̂*TR ?t 4, 5 5TT»f «f f*rfiT¥lT

'TTTT t  ^  I ?*r ^  3r«r ffwt ^  ^?ir 
rtm- t  ?ft ^  Tc w ^n r ’r;?R3st ^  1 
if mw 5̂ 'tm % f?rt ^  ftir i?r?̂



^  ^  * * ? ?r<ft
% fW  T̂ n̂r ^  ^  >1

Prom ?t t  im tvT ftft^r 5r 
# )  *f fiwm TIT ^  ?ft 'Jmft f  

^  g^ in  OTffi- Ml" W5 TT *TT »R?ft qr 
*T?f w w  ^nfRft t i  mrfhFT 5r 
^  W r 3TW ^  t ,  TW lit
snrfhinr <ftr firî sr «frr vr# aiftfe 
H7T ^^T^wpt ’arwrn <F^w?T ^  *i?Mr 
iiw f«F ’ffTT >R!% t  t «t?T «rnr ^  *=toTi 
«Ft *pm T«f ^T f«F ^  *r?HFT r̂ H \ %f%?r 
^  ^  5T?ft apTjfl 3W « P ^  W*?ft f
?fr 5?T̂  *rr*î  <rr ganm ^  «iU gfn ^  
fTTTT m  *irr *nrfr | f r

^ vrfirtt nrfer S', *t r  it,
^ ?RRi jfj'T 5R, v i^x  *pt iftvrT I

j»7 ^ i^Rkir «r
I «PIT STSRT p  %  #»Tfft ?FT

9WTT, ^  Whff ?WF T»- St
«nr?rr <?h: ^  ^ H»per ^
>rPT T m r  ft i 7 ,0 0 0  j p f t v

^o vT?rr 11 m  ^  rt?pT ^ fv
»rnT ^  *^am’
?rrftr?T ^  % «rp frw ^  I  fv »rcWf̂  
55m ,  « fh : irR r iT ? T 5 r^ 3 rT % l! f iJ t  
i n r i R  ^  ifwrRT m  v x  p  i 9 7 t>

% «rrr ar^ ^  ^  ?nft f5ra% fpntrprr «pt 
'*n ,̂ «WT f% 3f% #«R5ife»r %• jirfhprJr?% 

î , tnroinfoipToiro % it pt % Jr m»T% 
iR r r  f«piiT t  ^  ?ft ?Ait  w n  irr^ ir 

nm  ’imnfr *rnr «̂ y sift ?RimT
^  JT iwrct W»TR ?TTO!fT ^

^ fv ^  mir m  ftRpft iprrtiTT 
3^  ^  ftrt ;̂fTOT t^*nrrt I am ^  |  
ftr iTR 0 % 4inr ;r 1 *mjw ?;iT?r 
% fts?»3r I, I «fr vr 511ft I %fii!ST ft

^  w tw  % WK ^

15 LSS/73—7
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a w
(̂ , ?fr «rPT ?ft*fT •PIT !rm?T i

^*rf^ WTT !fn^ ^  ^  irfjaRT
t?rr f  % g<TfyHff w  w  t ,  ^  ^

arrsrr ^ i ?nrT *rw VJ gnnn <tt v tf  
w  ftm, «nn: w«T ^  nifr ?fK *rr

>ffT% m«PfT 7 v ? r r  #  i m R  Hr 

srr«̂ 5rr spt?tt f*r %m ^nnf t
«mt m *Tw fTn r̂rsî «fr

^  ‘TT̂ f ^  VnA 3PT̂  siff *1  ̂
t  ?ft « r r r  «r : f t  f *r r  »t w  gr, ip s r h v  %>»r 

#  T O f t  S: f v  « j r r  ^  t t « w  % r  

% fJW ItfN- t | |  % OTT ^ ?nr WtfflfT
t  f r r r '3 » T  ̂  » m r  s fft  ?RP% I i 9 7 f ;

^  arar fft  ^  ara* s ppr t t  w r ^

m  « S w  «w Tf%  « m  ^  f t r a r o  g i t

w a r » n  anr wi  ^r ^ rn i^

m  vTHi I  f% «mr % »J5̂  ^  «WT
9 ? q P T m  ftn rr  I t i  fm r  anfsrif ^a?rn

m «T Ir  r ^ n m r  ^  ?rfh- f? ? rv r*r

krhi

- ( j ^  (JLT̂ ) f» -^  “U*̂  ̂ LSJ^
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6 ^ 3 ^ ’
£L  O j ^  j i  2 .  ^

2 , ^  ^  4 ^ ^ '
Off* -  JL  If 2 ^  ^

^ j m  aT* cr^jljr^ ̂  ^ jr >

<J» J  cT̂  6 ^  V -
cr^ aS^ J t. *4 *f«-J vJ tH  -  ^ ^ '

2  ^ ^  ^
Ui 5̂*"j  tSL. Asr*> ^  «« -̂*

J->' c#**  ̂“ ^  ^
^  ciU » ,je -»

j j \  J  - v J

its, cr* jJ^ usr* 1976

<6s. tS
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«SL

-  0«s-

^  j j  <K. ^

S  tr* o«=^'
-  (Jfi* ur* -  <<̂
OVi ^  cri -  t;8* ^ / ‘3f (jsp* 

o Ih  -  t r ^

^  U jT ^  S  ^
^ J J  Ji S  O j^ . ^  V T

f j t i  1*^' i3*a^’ -  4if*V

2 j ^  ^  ->->* -
tr* -  -£. <yK) ^  ^

u*^ ^
j i r ^  ^5^ *£_ IdC* y

Ji J J ^  t r f  j j '  J  OjJ»j 
fiTli ijr* tr^ <fi-J i)i». «*j

c J j  ^1  c5CL j j l  .

j>5" «-—« ^  1̂* u"* j j  ^  T

ĵŜ  J -  t^j a-a *.

O j ^  X  O J jj j j  -  ^  O j j ^  £ ,

-  cr* O j j ^  £_  O y . J ^  -  us-

L5 Ĵ ^  (T-r^ f*»J
^  0 ^ 1  S  0 3 , r ^  - 

^  j j '  -  ^  ^
«st. ‘r'̂ «*»> l t ) -  (J-*

vJCJ J L  5„4

1̂  crt -

-iL j i  ^

- < £ L  Viii-* { i  ^  j l  y  < £ -

^  H  o / y  j*U «JQ^
-  < 5  j j j  ^ j j

i l  ^  tP-* 0 ^
-  S  ^

-  oa*ji t;s=*s» j j l

- “ CJ^V C# ^
Ulfi

(jT ^  J->* jj«-* -  >*
-  ua^ <^J ua*'  ̂ -W

^  jj< -  u i^  j ^

je^  ^  J j
-  aft- jjsfO C*frU^ 5̂̂  0 ^ > * U .

-  tja* V^
^  -  u s ^ j  V*^ ij-ii-t-  tr*
O*̂  -  <£. Ijsr* Oj53-*
, j s r ^  ty-^ -  J j “ S

tr  J jS X . y  ^  ^ j <  

0 ^ ^  ^  tr* v5 JJ^ -  oa^
: a 5^ -4l  jj<>>* ^

JJJ-* «L-^’ JL. jj*^^’ y
O l i j i  J "  j j i j ^  0 ( - j  ^  ^

J c J b j i  aT  ^

^  v j ^  u~*e* vjr*

«2L «J j j t  ^  ^  j i  Ajui# JC I

tT^ i l  t r ^  "

j j - ^  j ' >  7 W ^  2
^  V^ -  <2i- u*«̂  ̂  ^  ^ J J

J ^ U  j^ \ <J\ ^  tL, ̂ J j  ^
t>»U. vi*jj j O  _ ^

ua^ ^  J  i l
J>fri S— 4J!>- JJ> -

S  \JS* «  J js*

v̂  us-* 1976 ^  Oj* ^-^
* ^ 1 ^  tesL (jsf*̂  (j* 4 i^ -^

^  2-*^ J
2 ^ ’ 2  - ^ ’ *v^‘
j T  o j \ j f  S j i  y  j T  JL  i» r

i J  cf*^^ f  ̂  U ^  ^ 4>5^



jL-J j  XU. aJ t j  -  U :*!^

^  U»U ^  j j  t j  -  JL

yT ^ J L , ^  J ^  ̂  £1

-  2 f ^  ^  ^  u«*
-  oe^ ^  ^  p > «
iiiU  J_;»̂  -  J!»fj ^ OB̂

c r^  ^  (,/*?»
liC . j l j f  pljT •J isT  ^
1̂JI b:Cw Ixj O * j  L5^ ~ JL.

-  ar~
y  JL  c J U  S  Oj ^ * J

o*' -  ->* c-JU  1(!}5̂
<£S. C—J^ ^

-  *£- Ia j T
«j  > l^j UjT ^

-  <£- ^  t s ^  cs^
.Uyb c-^Lk^ ijA ^ 4 ^

j j  ^  V^ / l

c~ O ' j ^  os* y  ~ J S
A^jk V̂ T i*5̂  L^'jlj^

J^* y  4 j ^
^  usv̂  Jl» wT' S
UC-. l(Ji ^  y  -  ,^5*^

vî  0 ^ “̂ «iî
X  b  ^  v '

Z  ^  2^
<£2. fcT* V^ -  . ^  v j  -U

Urr* 1 9 7 6  -  uis^ ust"^

^ 1  Lu^ C-*J ,jrt y'j ^

J 1  *L,j5r -<Uui

<i-jri •*• <2L *»««JJu i j f ^  ‘

t r ^  y  X . « i-ii
b  ‘ - ^ L «  ^  Sy»T A j T ”  <£_ U j i

U®̂  V^ "* <«&« ^  L>“ ^ *1!^
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\ . " J  2  r̂ ’’

«ft w  wm »i9ft ftiwr^ (w?TTTn^) : 
=iTiTT#T 3fr, WTT «nTTPr arft | f  î nV»rfi
T T  ^  ^  w p -  ftr*TT t  I 'R t f  fT*n^

yp=»fr % srf*T f® «ik ŝ rror spf^n 
nt vrm  %m w ip t  »ft t»r) ^  «rm 

?r efr, ^  '̂ ftm qrr « R  s p ^  i 5 * m  

WT cr« r ^  ^  fJTTJwT
*i?t*r?n % ws% fitftiryr^ f%?rqT t ’ 
? *i%  s n t  *»■ ITS s F ? ^  f.

^  arrnif:^ 51# fir*-ir̂ T? ^ i %%jt t o  
*n»r ffsp fsr a ip ^ * t 3ft t»s% an% 
srqr> »T3rPpir |  w?r rsi*%gT*' ft i w  ? rp r  

^  ^  ^  #  *m ? irr «rr
I ’̂ rrrm sprr I ”? ^jt î  >srT«r *r^,

«ft W K ^  *n??r firftr»r s't »r , ^  *rfav 
^  % m̂nnjT ’??r ^  ^  ^  ?pt ŵPTT
snn ’rar ^ i t»t ^  ^  wmhr

*TT?5r *mTPT » t  *rR5fhr 
3ft % f j r t^  ̂ n r  ffr ?irrrt ^ v W iv
5w«rr ?*r ^  Mw*ft <n: t̂t ^ 
■3̂  ^  p ?  srpr #  apnrsT % g?| t
«rT7 %• «t4V sTPft ^ PRiST f% SFPTT ^  5If=r
qrr |HT t  -arJr l rr^ I  f%
#<sr vftr jrN?r *rf̂  w  % «rwr % f® 
*T^ n x r %5fr ^  ?'h t  i^ i 

!Tm v t ?flT TTff ^  ^  srnTT^i t r u r ^  
it <w ft’ ^*TFt sraw JT^

^  *pt »t?ff »rwrnr rr?rT ^
f̂ fT Kt ^>rr t  :s»w ’fwr arm ^
*Ft »TTtfIT5r̂  ^  WSRT *Tf5W *ft»r SffT W «ftr
>Tlip?T * P ^  5TgV ff?T» trar W f

iJV f̂ r»T srfT 35TT5T f^tiRR «t?ft
^  % friT qpft ’Pt !wr f^3nrt ^
t t 5»t  fr i «prr 5 #  ^  wtijt
|rr w  !FT ftnr ^  iisrof
ir Tern w  t*r ^  w ^ rr «Jt tr«r i|i



171 Acute iiiortane and MAY 15, 1973 rise in prices of esvntltit
Commodities (Dis,^

172

[Hft
fe*rnr *r srftr f  f  11 ^
f  TT̂  s r r t - ^  aft It 

a r ^  mfv ^  *r TRt «fh: 
?r«Twn eH- ?r i

, ?*rrt fw r % ^  4imTT*»Fr
aî  «F!̂  t i  ?n^ '̂ffT
f w ,  WVt JPT I w ,  >FT ftrJH’

PnpTT
iTf TTf?TT I #  5T̂  »nm m  ts t
? f̂«F w*n: «R«jfhr % 3st̂  >r «Trr sttt-^tf 

^  *f)  ̂ 7^ !►» t  ^  5T'r»fr ^  w  *T 
f , T-sft^^nft % qrw »r 5TFr f  I t*t «tw 
*r 3̂T?T |r ftr *»rgTT q?r% âsTrr jin ^ 

snmr I ajfiwr 
^  nra »TfT finr t i  ^  »̂T »f<T̂ »R 
jfrnq  ̂ #  jpt*r?T ?Rft ft'*' f*rr frpFf 
WPS srtTffR «TT ^  sm r rr?!! 11

^  if lw  #?iW5^»rfr ifr ?rrq7, 
sj;nT ^  î <T??frr irvr?f srr cr t b ?p(Tt
3̂5TT 3R «TB% ^f^'r gw w t

^ r  I sRf ^  5T̂  ^mrr ^nfH, ^rrrr 
« rrfft}

t  «fT iiw r rn -  :̂%zY «n itRrr ^ i 
f i r m  r m  •an^ wrtjnr *r «fr 
ÎRT !tr?TT5 5r«(^«TTfTiT^'TTfr»if?PT 

^2W i(fT 1 1 «rs ^  =®rTr w  f  ’ 

ifnnfif if^ w  vk fr  if WT ^  ^  i
^  JT?T !fi  ̂ ^  ^ !

V I  W T  *l*ft f iw n ^  ^  ĤWT ârfiRIT f ! I

^rnr -3^^ v ipc  feiwHr vfif^:
5fnr ^  »r- 11

«fr r m t  firm  *r t f s r ^  #d

fij S «rnri v*r 11 *np- % *R5fr 
«TTflrr m  y<%»rw *r^ sm  It fsn?%
5*rr̂  ^  ir »r̂  fr*rnr si r̂r ^ ?fr w  
^  fijT O  ?*n^ ̂  ^ rrN rt J?i?t

It, ’Ptf c[vw*T %■ 
t  f  j^?r in,

sn?fk ?r%Fr t t  ait tsr j«fT ft, «mr 
t  ^  »nftw fff !► vr ^  !̂Tt«iTf
^  I

w m n  ftro {*T«^) : apR
<p«rrfr iR  i f t r  «n f«w  f w r o  q r  p̂t  

«rrr %mr R>r ^ t fp*ft Jr Jft ^vmR, 
swrrar, w p t PrajPeB sw rf^ 
^  t i  ?»r ^  ’fN'i vt
3T5T% T T  fapRT ^FTfr f  w f m  i t  % F i t  

iffnr Hr ^rm rsi't ' u  f t  w m  t  ^  

?PT5 TT ?f»nT yt?rr ^ i ?»rt^
xmVTV ^ f«F PT âKTnfft l̂ Vr aptî : ^  % 
W^\ qr ^  hrzm  T(i t t if  3r?it vi 
»rp3f ?tVt »^»r * [ ^  I «in?r
Jr r ^  ^  ^  ?TT  ̂ sram <fSR^ •rrsFrv 
i t  ^<n%vR  ^rt f w f e d  TT srtrm  f<??qT

« n > * T i f f » y r f r ^ f j r ' ? n ' i r ? 5r T W

fFr?ft «fVi »ppR srr?»T ? ”l«Fr i m s  1 - 5 2  

i r  I I S  «rr ^  m s s - s h  ir  ^  ^

M2 5 r ? i p r  I s m  «r?Riff®r iftsRT *t

r̂ ^  \w ^ z  sirf ^  feif)T7 T«r9*ffiT 
j f t3R T  *r % J 4 srffniTiT ^  »TTTI ^(rrr»r

JT?r in fap ?1T % «ftOT ftnW
?TT >Tff % fejr̂ qira cp- jfrj^
ffTSTT 1 H irmRRTT f  nfffVSprrST
*r̂  ?> ?rr ^  Ft s W y  *r r̂st
wfnrm fm  w f r  jlti fW n r^

apT «Fn:»r yV ^  »piRn^ r 
p lfirr fujiT % fspfrpT aftr ^  ^

srftT 1^  ^  sp̂ f̂ffn fimift 
3fr si^ifTTfrr ip m  srfJT<s*r *rrjr ̂ ir
^  »TT*R (1̂ «jt»- sT5?r % ^ I

q p f t ^  » r m  ^  w»flr w  p r  i m p i  % 

tRt% #ti f*T^ ^  nnFtrr %m sr^
^  <TTTT It I ^  nft 3?qT?PT ^  i f w  5 « i  ^

«ftr ^  I F t % v m s v  I? 
«rnrt ^ f r * r s »gw5T? f » f r r ^ % ai?  ̂

fK»T t  ^  TT ffir ^  PwewrwiT 
I 3W19JT <rr, ^ x



qr, WTO «n^%5R qT, T'TnT'P', 
FtfeifiT «rrf  ̂ f ^  ^  fiT*Rr»r t >jr t  i
^  fftT <RT«rt »T =̂«TRT «nrnfr

»rr«r »iT«r % wsqt
Jr fJoTVTT wrniiYi rn  «t t

3Tt IFTRIRIT ^  
3*r T»- «ft fimijm i

^  fpttfn tt r ii f  v l\j =5T8rf
»TRqk  »n*qt ff f t  ^ ^  »r »TTTP-
^  s p ^  ^ f r  »Tf ^  ?•? T'l

«rqr̂  »r t  f w  ft ?fbr 5»rr f r r ^  
5flTk % n » T  V I  T T  T P ^ f r W  3'P'l
«TT « w  f̂ nsnr ^ i TfT?i t* ’ sn^^rmnr 
jft 3iT smi ^ 17 ^ ■3?^-
qt-w ^ I ^T nnr «n?^p- ^ ^  r t  

*rsi^ sRPT rr »?«T*r t \
■ s ^ n  ft <stmrT f  f r  w ^ t

tjT fsp ^  »rr?- n-ŷ T̂’gnr t t  »r?vnT
9!rm- <Ft k m  *r Trr?F w vf i stiift--'

^ %(> 'fif’ -rriT^ »TT 'T-5 ŷ H'm»«R t t  
nTTf>nTr r f  I n t r s i n ^ r  f^pr 4t  ^
rref: TfTSr nrjfwt fT I Ti?"TT¥3r̂  »lT«Tr
vrtk T f^rntr T f^T 4V ^  rr^ JTF5T 
Tnr*fir r r  i 'n'-nSz jnrJre wpf «n ’E^nr 
msEHT *r =?r»f??t i r5?fV*r srri=TW 
^zrrgn f^  r r  sq-̂ wM'i t t  ?iftpar 4t intm 
7t?!T’*nfN I

srpr f  3r*rTi ^nrrarr fsr^r
f̂’ w m  i ? m  «im m  3r«iH Pnn ? i

*F^ ^  % r̂wir f?«if!T ̂?T>5r n  »rf
^ f4’TT ?r wh TWft mT ^ ?rnm t?TH 
tnrPH TTfrr w»=n‘ ? i  ^fJ »r4t ’urnmr 

im m r ^  r*ft t  
^ ^  mr wrf?f TT

w s r  ^1 ?i?T fsncmt «ftr f ^  sjt t ^
11 W  mfe ^Tfe ^ I inWT
f̂ TWFT ?r^ ^  I
^  ’aRW S, «TT I  5(f  ̂ f  ,
^  whc trntnr t t  f«r^ if t  % sjit t  t̂ r t
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i? «rrTstV!T f t  «ftj %IV?T T = w ^rw

sT̂ f l i  f??Tr ftr?T w? fe»re?fT sn
■?f«PT ^  ?tnT f r  ^  ^  mm
f  m  ftnrr ^  «flr s j#
f t  sznwjT f t  ■srrn i srm vr * n ^ T  
TO«r ^  TT sra^u ^wnn utw w  ^  f̂ r̂ R̂T
^  ?  » r w  fT I rfesTTf *T? ^  f r  f^TTTT ! m

^ *ft *rr% ^ ifr ^  ?r? 4 t

JTrar n  T im  ^ r r  n n  ' r m  ^ » r * r h "

f w w  f t  »HTf^ *̂PF«rT f r  jfFT m r  <r^m 
»nTp- ?nRt *Pi!?rrt A ^  m  i 
^  jfT TT*r f-T ̂  rfsTnr j t t t r  -H Jrin

■sn^ T f  ^ i f f  •?»? TT ?}?)TtT fTT f r  »fT 

r n r  ?7rw w  »r ?r ^ ?r> s»utT t ’ «ft 
f̂ r5?rr*T ?r f r  »T7fF ?JTifr ^]z ^
n f  ?*rm 5^3 ^  TT ^?T Wt’r
?*r f r  TTt f’̂ pn ST'̂ r̂ ’̂ Tf?rr I

SHRI P G MAVAl ANKAR (Ahmcda- 
bad) Thiv dtbaie on riMng prices has 
b«^n a \itdl one and I hope jt will be a 
fruitrul one also, even though the attend^ 
ante in ihe House generally has been 
rather pooi

In the last winter session of the Lok 
Sabha  ̂ there was an adjournment motion 
on rising pnces On that occasion, I 
made my maiden spceth and then my 
esteemed friend, Shn Ycshwantraoji 
Oiawan, the hon'bk Finance Minister said 
that 1 was still m an electioneering mood'
I did not reply to him ihtn But now I 
want to tell him that I was not in an dec 
tioncenng mood at all At least today 
I am speaking with complete calm and 
equanimity ot mental framework At the 
same time, I am equall), perhaps more, 
disturbed and agitated today than I was 
on that occasion

I wish to offer my comments m a con 
structi\e manner U is with a deep an-
guish m my mmd that 1 am <ipeaking* Go-
vernment cannot deny that there has been 
a steep nsc in prices all the time Yci

1895 (SAkA)  rise in prictf of 174
exsential Commodities

(Di t )
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[Shri P. G. MevalankarJ ,
am surprised that the Prime Minister goes 
on making public speeches that prices 
will come down, as if by her statement 
some inagic or miraclc, the prices will come 
down. What wc want the Prime Minister 
and the Fianance Minister to do is to take 
some conctete action, do some urgent work 
to see that prices comc down.

Now, Government know a good deal 
perhaps about this question of rising prices. 
But 1 want to ask; are Governntent pre-
pared for a corrcct diagnosis? Are Go-
vernment willing and read> for a coura-
geous course of action? This is really 
the twin question I ant asking of the Finance 
Minister.

Prices arc rising escry month, esery week 
and every day. By the time this debate 
is concluded, perhaps prices of some com-
modities somewhere w'ill have risen from 
what they were yesterday. This is a v. ick- 
ed situation. This is a vicious circle. 
Inflation, rising prices, unemployment, 
black money, black market—these are the 
daily phenomena we are witnessing.

When we talk of rising prices, one can say 
that up to a point it is good in the sense 
that they may act as a spur to production, 
they may be an impetus to production. 
But it all depends on idle resources being 
made'available for use- But if prices rise 
beyond a point, if they keep on conti-
nuously rising, then 1 am sure they only 
increase the cost of production and this 
is obviously harmful and damaging to the 
economy.

Now when prices are rising in this fas-
hion, the vast millions of people of our 
country are not bothered whether our 
relationship with Bangladesh is good, 
whether our relationship with Russia is 
friendly or whether wc are going to have 
a dialogue with the USA to improve rela-
tions. What they are interested in are 
the basic needs like food, shelter, cloth-
ing, education and employment. In these

matters, the Government have continu-
ously failed.

On the question of rising prices, all 
over Maharashtra and Giuarau there have 
been serious riots, tremendous difficulties 
and disturbances. On the 9th May, my 
home constituency, the City of Ahmcda- 
bad, was completely closed in responfc 
to a call for Ahmedabad Bandh issued 
by one of the Opposition partic^, the Jan 
Sangh. It was quite successful. Earlier 
there was firing in Lintbdi, in Saurash- 
tra. But nothing happened by way of 
improvement of the situation. Indeed,, 
two people lost their lives in the 1 imbdi 
firing. On the other hand, prices go on 
rising. 1 want the Gujarat Government 
to institute a judicial inquiry into the policc 
firing.

Let me now briefly make some points and 
1 hope the Government will repl> to them- 
Deficit financing is mcreasing. What is 
to be used as an extreme medicme has been 
used as daily bread. Inflation has been 
a hindrance to economic development. 
It is easy to pump money mto the economy, 
but very difficult to withdra^^ it. More-
over, is the Finance Minister going to do 
anything in regard to eradication of black 
money? Then again, what about the waste-
ful consumption expenditure in all the three 
sectors, government, corporate and private? 
Further, what about the huge and some-
what unproductive expenditure on defence? 
Even in the British days, I remember Shri 
M. Visveswaraiya used to say that we were 
spending far too much on defence. Now, 
is our huge defence expenditure really 
productive? Is it really going to stiengthen 
the security of our frontiers? Lastly, 
1 am in agreement with my hon. friend, 
Shri Vajpayee, when he referied to the need 
for simplicity on the part of all—tulel^, 
leaders, governmental senior officials ai:d 
others. They must all eschew luxurious 
living and conspicuous expenditure and

MAV 15, 1973 rise in prices o f essential 176̂
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put an end to a shameless *tyle of living. 
As in the Platonic concept, and like Plato’s 
‘Guardians* they must practise renuncia-
tion which I would call an ascctic living or 
a renunciation. I want, therefore, a spirit 
of dedication as displayed by men like 
GoKhale, Tilak, Gandhi and Sardar, and 
their manner of living needs to be re\ ived 
in the modern context.

1 would only conclude by saymg that 
a step like demonetisation, a bold and 
extreme step, should also be taken. But, 
1 ask, will the Government do u? Can 
the Government do it? Here, Hawtre>’s 
calling it a ‘baflFiing matter’ comes to my 
mind.

but run by the Servants of the People So-
ciety, reputed do be having the largest 
circulation—

AN HON. MEMBER : What is the name 
of that newspaper?

VAISAKHA 25, 1895 (SAKA) rise in prices of 178
essential Commodities

MR. CHAIRMAN 
{Interruptions)

Please conciudc.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR : Yes, 
Sir. The people’s participation is the 
key. More production is the key. There-
fore, I feel that if not today, a day will come 
soon when the rising prices will compel 
us to face a situation where there shall 
have to be a national endeavour and a 
national government to tackle this national 
crisis and a national problem.

1 would conciudc by saying that if in-
flation and rising prices are not checked, 
no law relating to Directive Principles 
in our Constitution can be effectively carried 
out or implemented.

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHA- 
PATRA (BalasoM) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
at a time when the whole country is reeling 
under the pressure of rising prices of com-
modities, I have only to bring to your kind 
notice the fact, and through you to the 
kind notice of the hon. Minister, that 
there is acute starvation in Orissa now. 
I  am bringing the contents of a newspaper 
to the notice of the hon. Minister. Jt h  
not a newspaper run by any political party

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPATRA : 
Samaj. The figures show that not only 
starvation deaths have taken place but 
there is acute distress in most of the dis-
tricts of Oriitsa particularl> in the trit&l 
districts.

Sir, rice is selling in the d'fferent districts 
of Orissa at Rs. 2.70 and a little before, 
a Member of Parliament from Oris ŝa told 
me—he is coming from those districis- 
that wheat is selling at about Rs. 2 at 
Bhuvaneswar. This is a very alarming situa-
tion which I bring to the notice of the 
Government, and request that they must 
do something in this regard, to stop the 
rise in the price of different commodities.

But of one thing we must be sure. Unless 
we streamline the administration, unless 
we check the corruption in the machirci> 
of the Government, this is an impossible 
task and all our promises will sound like 
hyperboles.

In the last debate on the Food Corpoia- 
tion of India. I had brought to the notice 
of the hon. Minister that food-grains worth 
Rs. 30 lakhs vanished from the godowns 
of the FCl. I want to know what action 
the Government has taken in this matter.

Another pertinent thing, with your per-
mission, which 1 want to bring to the notice 
of the hon. Minister is this. Unless we 
check the illegal forward trading in agri-
cultural commodities it is impossible to 
check rising priccs.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Your time is up. 
Please sit down.

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHA-
PATRA : This illegal activity is a very 
important point which nobody has pointed 
out, and so I am saying it. Tliere ate
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[Shn Shyam Sunder MohapatrtQ 
2) illegal (,5ntres to India where forward 
training is going on in essential cotnmo* 
dities tike agricultural tommodities Out 
Congress party in its resolution has said 
that this speculation should be chccked 
and forward trading should be stopped 
because our country is a backward coun-
try There are only four centres— Bombay 
fCinpur, Gwalior and Ahmedabad—where 
caster and linseed trade—fv>rward trading 
m th;>e items—is going on Only lecently, 
k,)Uon has been accepted as a commodity 
for forward trading 1 want to biing to 
your notice that unless this illegal trading 
Is stopped in our country it is impossible 
to chxk rising priccs in commodities 
T ie Government should take very strong 
a non in this matter and particulaily in 
D^lhi where illegal trading is going on 
lik^ amything and the blaekmarkcters 
and hoarders who have ucumulalcd these 
thmi^ arc usin«{ them in collusion with 
the trjidJiM {Intetrupttom)

1 close with this appeal to the Go\ein 
m 'l t  thii th*y must take very strong action 
to stop this illegal activity in at^'iieulluial 
c >’nmodities

i;rifo waff (JfTRTT) ?T<rr7%

art *11̂ % srft rn?
t  WffX fT w  w  ^  ^
TfTFf«rPT t  ^  ^  faRWv
t  ^  fainRrft JTR
5iVf3nT «r»r̂  ^  ^  w t
Tfi jTrnr ^ Ttfsnr ^  f
?rt TTfh; n n  r;rr f
*nr ifTfT ?T?r ^ *nrR ?t»rr
^  ws ift W T  FI ?rr 

sftr ?fmT <TPT T
jwrftr "̂T3ft

^  TTSFfjpffft spt ^  s r ^  ^  Pttt
*l»TfiriT Is Op ^  1

m ^  sfî rr «F
’ifiir T<mm  orrS m

^  «TT ?WV an? f tn ^ w rO ’

^  ^  fftr 3̂̂  fiqrtr *n?m ^  
« rm tf  Tt?TT w ? iT  f  f v  in w  ?r ^  

f tn n  3TT  ̂ I i t  i f t r

’fN m rn ft’ % m p rn iifN T  S t *  jf t?  #

T p r ^ ^ r r J m r f r ®  

•pfrr sflTT ?r>rt %■ # s r  ^  af> »r»nfl?rT

5«rT ^  ^  ? R fT r  ^  art

^  Sfit «r>T% m  i t  5»S|T 1̂ ,

w m  ^  ^  f?IiT ^  T t  «ITTT ar?TT%

r t « r r  ?nnTr f  i *ir

^  m r  ^  1 1  ^r«sTnr »n?w *r?

g f r  s m  *r w  rmimr
!T I^TT ftrti 3n I ’

snr»r «r^ arr^ s t m t  f  1 «rrar

’I f  T t  f t  ST 3fT ^

^  *rt ■TT *rrqrFT JTwtffrt |
7? ’mr ^ fsR^ «nTr ^*{k ft

317 ^  s r a ^ s T R  f ' ?rt ?r? fr^T

TPmw ?mn •'

^  ir T ?^ ^ifTft f  f r  ^srriT-
'Sn̂T ^  ^  Tf f  I gfT 973JtTT iff
jp^TTT «rt ^ t i r  t" 4 t t)eT*rr iwt

t " !  ’5TR I i m  f g y< iH  fsrgR ar|rT

^  ?  I T=f H  f*TT fsrqr f r

«TF 5 T t ? w t  1 7 0  fm r ^ f r -

f i R H  ^  ere t  1 (•> « n r i

arnr ^J»rh  )fRT f?rarr w  1 ^r^PTira: r r  

s r t f r h n n  ^  «it 1 ( s  ?rm  "TstTi i s o  m  

T T f e n w H m i f s i  

fanr ?PT ft 10 im r  «Tt t o o  «T*r < ft f ^ r  «fh-

m  ^  ^  I IS O  flTTT ^  1 4 0

TmTTirT I w  5T»r arar f w r i  ?nf; s 2 s

^  s o  ?n»t w r  ?T*r 9 f t  ftfirr

^  I

if fT  ^  t i i f t I  *r tnrfT T^Tsru^ijfnT i 

3TT?r ^  snsTT «fr ?»T m p K  St 

?ft ^  T t  d  ?n??IT *IT

?ft?r W F n  cTT ’yrartfTTT f ^ r r r i  z n ^

| s r ^  aft «r ^  1
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irt % ir f*F W

^  ^  ^  ^  W3rr?rr

?T«F ^  f w  *wi srpm %
ftnti #  ’in w  f*p f??5wr5T !̂rspc
M  ’m M t  VT *m:TT i m  *r %t
m  'PT»nr t  *nrr it ^  w?rt ^ 

«fTt5Tr w r r  jr ^  w  
f«wr 3rnr ^'t 5#fr % 

i p ^ f p r r S  i

wafT % »rrvT ^  f?T%̂  w n  ?
fip 3ft %ftr «Fr ^  ’sht
^ i?»T ?ifr % fsrr fspqi
3TR ^Tfrr ^  qf»fnqfT 2r?r ^ ffr ft: ?*t

''miPfiSn̂  ’>H jTW, !JR 9Tt T̂
?ftT ?TRf T*fT̂  ^  n  1

FHF MINlSTfcROH riNANCL(SHR! 
YtSHWANTRAO ( HAVAN); Mr. Chaii- 
man. dll of us ha î the privilege oflii>tenmg lo 
dilTcront Members \n the last four hours, 
and I had the privilege of listening to most 
of the speeches. I must sa> that most 
of The speeches were eonstiuttivc. This
IS ihe second tune in ihe course of this 
session that we arc discussing the question 
of prices in this House. Thai itself shows 
the seriousness and the importance of the 
problem We agreed to this discussion, 
because vsc thought vvc should try to ex-
plain the basic question of prices and the 
ccont>mic problem as a whole.

Sir, 1 do not want to go into (he detailed 
aiguments or suggestions made by the 
hon. Members because it would be physi-
cally impossible for me «o do so. Bui.
T can, at the same time, say that what-
ever constructive suggestions have been 
made will be taken note of. As the criti-
cisms and constructive suggestion, have 
come from both sides of the House, that 
is, from the Members of this side as well 
as from the Members of the Opposition

(Dis.)
side, I do not want to distinguish between 
the opposition parties and my party as far 
as these are concerned.

Looking to the general debate. Ifind 
it was a sort of description, giving the ac« 
tual position in the respective constituen- 
cies,in the respective States and the Members* 
appraisal of the situation is largely correct.

It is a legitimate task of the Members 
to state what people feel because they re-
present the people and so they must put 
the picture as they see it and express the 
minds of the people in this House. So,
It was very correct as far as that part was 
concerned. And 1 have nothing to argue 
about it. Most of the description of the 
situation and the expressions or feelings 
of the people are correct. We would 
certainly share the concern of all the Mem-
bers. But, 1 would like to tell them that 
wc are not merely concerned about that, 
but at the same time we are taking conti-
nuous steps and 1 would broadly indicate 
\\hat those steps are as I proceed further. 
Some Members mentioned the sad plight 
of the housewives. They certainly have 
got every reason to complain about the 
present situation. 1 would like to say 
that this is a very difficult situation and 
there is no doubt about i t .  At the same 
time, I must repeat what I had said last 
time namely that this is a passing phase 
and this situation, according to me, has 
arisen out of certain national and econo-
mic difBculties which we went through 
in the last few years. I know Shri 
Piloo Mody is showing his mischie\ous 
smile. There are certain economic and 
basic issues involved in this regard. The 
other aspect is regarding the reason for 
the present situation. Some people the 
that our policy is basically wrong as t 
hon. Member, Shri Mody, was tryinj. 
to argue. Some Members tried to indi-
cate that our policies were very much rij^t 
but our implementation was faulty. Some 
Members have gone still further and
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{Shri Ye&hwantrao Chavanj 
tried to say that our implementation is 
faulty because of the bureaucratisation 
of implementing madunery. This is also 
one way of looking at the problem. I 
would like to i^ead here that we should 
go into basic causes as to why we are pas-
sing through this present situation. Price 
rise is certainly a feature of our national 
economy as also of the economy of other 
parts of the world. Shri Mody does not 
tike this to be mentioned. He says what ^ 
is the use of comparing ourselves with the 
other countries? We arc a pait of the 
world economy. We also have to get 
many commodities from other countries.. 
Suppose we are short of foodgrains, some* 
times we have to import foodgrains from 
there. The inflation in other countries 
reflects in our country through such imports 
and there are distortions in our economy. 
Tliere are many commodities that we 
import from other countries. Sometimes 
we have to import raw materials and impor-
tant commodities like petroleum products 
and inflationary condition in those coun-
tries also affects our economy. We are 
a part of the world economy and though 
some Members said that it was not so,
I do not accept that. We are a part of 
the general world economy. Any person, 
if he is broad-minded, is prepared to see 
the world in its totality but, when it comes 
to the Indian economy and Indian price 
situation, he does not want to recognise 
this world phenomena. 1 do not want 
merely to plead that. Atal Bihariji made 
one statement and at least once I have got 
an opportunity to say that I entirely agree 
with him. He said in his inimitable Hindi 
that there are three ways out of it:

H ffe , ^  »Twr?nr
I

For the first time, he has not only under-
stood the policy of our Government but 
he has read our Congress resolutions.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : I 
was referring to the manifesto of our party.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN : 
This is exactly where we are. The basic 
problem of the price rise is the question of 
{production. I fully agree with Mr. Nimbat- 
kar that when we talk in terms of .socialism, 
we should not talk in terms of scarcity. 
Naturally, socialism is the philosophy of 
prosperity. Prosperity has to be found 
to remove scarcity. Because the present 
condition is one of scarcity, production is 
the most important nnatler. it is a fact th^t 
m the last two years on the agricultural 
front, there was some son of slide-back. 
There is no use denying it. It is a fact 
of life. But have we not done anything 
about n ? 1 do not want to repeal those 
same things because some people are 
rather sensitive about u. 1 do not want to 
mention about those 10 million people 
who came, the war we had to fight and the 
damage il has done to our cconomy. Even 
after these 10 million people went back, we 
had to take certain responsibilities of sup-
plying foodgrains to them. But we did not 
stop there. In 1972 It IS not only in the 
drought affected areas that we lost the kharif 
crop but practically throughout India, m the 
major parts of the country we lost the 
kharif crop, which is a very important crop 
for this country. Some members who 
merely talk of theories of economics do 
not know the food habits of our people. 
As Mr Nimbalkar said, if at all you ha\e 
to understand the food price problem, 
you have to understand the eating habits 
of the people. The largest number of 
people in this country depend on oeveals 
like jowar, bajra, ragi—what we call coarse 
g r a i n s — which are mostly kharif crop. 
So. when there is complete faihire of the 
kharif crop in some areas, what else will 
happen except prices rise ? There is a great 
pressure of demand and the supply is not 
proportionate to the demand. In addiUon 
there are drought conditions in some miuor 
areas. It is a great tphievement that at 
this moment more than 83 lakhs of people 
are working in the drought-affdcted areas
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and Wi h»ve bs^n able to give them employ- 
meitt and purchasing power also. We 
have taken full responsibility. Shri Piloo 
Mody gave me some rules and reasons 
and said “eschew deficit financing” . It 
is a very sound proposition theoretically. 
Bui can 1 take that position when such a 
large number of people are suffering ? 
When there is no production and no employ-
ment wc have to provide them with some 
purchasing power. Can we say “my 
economic advisers and scholars like Shrt 
piloo Mody have advised me that it will 
certf'inly add to the so-called technical 
defioir financing and so nothing could be 
done about it” ? I think that is the most 
inhuman thing that can be done in this 
country.

SHRI PILOO MODY : 1 did not expect 
you to twist what 1 have said. Nobody 
suggested that you should not employ 
these people today. In fa'*t, I recommended 
to you to employ twice as many people, i 
was speaking about resource mobilisation.

SHRI YtSHWANTRAO CHAVAN :
[ ccn go into that also. But this is how he 
started—eschew deficit financing. He 
said that. While this adds to the purchas* 
ing power, it certamly adds to the infla-
tionary trend. But x\hat can we do about 
it ?

Therefore, we have to concentrate our 
attention on increased production. I would 
say again that we anticipated this position 
aid toik a very csurageous stand, despite 
fi un:tal difliruUies, of undertaking a very 
ambitious and, at the same time, very realis-
tic programme called rabi emergency pro-
duction progranoone. The hope that we have 
of achieving our target of rabi procurement 
of wheat of nearly 8 million tonnes is be-
cause of this effort that we made. If we had 
not made that effort, the position would 
have been more difficult. Some people 
conveniently manage to forget the efTorts 
hit \,2 have put in. They ask : “what
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(Dis.)
have you done ? What is the Government’s 
policy T' Even today some members asked 
what wc were doing. They said that long 
term programmes alone would not do and 
that we should do something about irri-
gation, generation of power etc. We have 
provided this year nearly Rs. 150 crores 
for advance action. Advance action means 
advancmg and expediting completion of 
the projects which will help agricultural 
and industrial production in this country, 
and also irrigation and power generation. 
These are the major components, though 
there can be other parts as well. The$e 
are the efforts we arc makmg on the front 
of production. So far as industrial pro-
duction is concerned, the Industries 
Minister mentioned during the course of 
his reply to the budget debate some of the 
detailed steps he has taken. Last year 
we have seen that industrial production has 
gone up because we had taken those steps. 
Fortunately this time sugar production h&s 
gone up by nearly seven lakhs tonnes. 
Despite all this, there is price lise, and that 
is the difiiculty. Here comes the major 
problem.

The second point of Shri Vajpayee, with 
which 1 agree because he agiees with us, 
is viiaran k i saManaia, the arrangement of 
distribution, which is the most important 
thing. We have to see i^hat v̂ e can do in 
this field. Here we took the major step 
in the field of take over of the wholesale 
trade in wheat to begin with. May I ask 
the hon. Member, Shri Vajpayee, through 
you: If we have to bring about some &ort 
of equality in distribution. cSDn it be done 
without undertaking responsibilhy of tak-
ing over the wholesale trade ?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : 
Sir, may I reply through you that it can be 
done ?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN : 
Since he asked the question earlier, 1 
thought 1 should ask him the questioa
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|Shn Yeshwantrao Chavanj 
now I did not try lo reply to him then 
He can cortjimly reply to me some other 
iimc

He asked What happens to the kisan  ̂
He said you give more price to the ki'ian 
I have got more inteiesi in the ki\an than 
what Mr Vajpayee claims, to have got We 
certainly know their difficulties le t iis 
go mto the question of fixmg the pntcs 
of foodgrams, paiticularly wheat and othu 
i,ommoditiC!> The prices of wheat were 
ana >iinweJ e\en before the cultivation 
started Are they suggesting that betau e
of t h e  scaruty conditions and certain difficult 
conditions, as the prices in the open mai kct 
are incteasmg, we should go on increasing 
the issue price as well Is it an eflort to 
stabilise the piiccs, to contiol the pi ices 
or to give further fillip to rise in prices »

I kn>w, the kfiwi'i may have some scn̂ -e 
of grievance But we \m1I have to tell 
them, as representatives of ihe people 
“ Look here, possibly you mav be Iccling 
that you are getting less price as comp< led 
to the open maiket pncc But this is the 
pric' you will get for all time Iheit 
wj - occasions, in the past when the prices 
w »e depressed and the wholesaler had 
t*ikcn advantage of it and exploued the 
kisan You cm explain that to the kisan 

What js hippening today is that some of 
I he wholesale traders who arc, foriunaiely 
or unfortunately, supporters of Mi 
Vajpayee's party are trying to mislead the 
kivan saymg, ‘  You don t go lo the market 
now After sometime, wc will come and 
^ive you more than Rs 100, even Rs 140 
p^r qum tal" The poor man is misled

SHRl ATAL BIHARl VAJPAYf E 
Wny don’t you educate the ?

SHRI YtSHWANTRAO CHAVAN 
As a party, as the Government, we will 
certainly make an effort We can certainly 
try to do th it also But at the same time, 
j f  they are misled, we cannot allow the

people to suffer if some of the people 
are trymg to stick to their hoaitiirg, ccr* 
tamly the Government in its ovkn wi'dom 
will take necessary steps to see that this 
hoarding is not allowed to conimue 

1 do not want to plead the feeling of 
helplessness Fortunately, when everything 
is going wi ong, at least the foreign exchange 
position of out country somewhat com-
fortable Possiblj, we will have to go 
in For some miports to see that the people 
do not suffei Wc hate import of food 
We have always been a£:dinsi (he import 
of tood But it 11 is a question of the star- 
vaiion oi the people, if it i> a question of 
rise in prices of loodir,iins tcitamlj wc 
wiH have to think m tuins of importing 
also Possibly then these A na//i will lealise 
that they have been misled Iv ihc whole-
sale tiade people

1 would like to have (he wx^peiation ot 
all the Members the coopeiation ot Mi 
Vajpavec, m this nutter Ihc Govein- 
ment has mvestcd hundieds ot eiorcs ol 
rupees in irrigation facihtics <tnd m giving 
certain other laeilities to them 1 hcrelore 
certainly at the piescnt moment when 
the society is in trouble when tl\c society 
Is suirenng ii is then duty to sec that they 
come torward and ewperate with the 
Oovernment to make u a successful pro-
gramme This IS the onl> nav of tackling 
the problem ol rise »n pneTis

SHRI D K PANDA Whv not graded 
levy

SHRI VI SHWAN TRAO C HA VAN 
Ultimately, it comes to the same thing 
Prof Madhu Dandavate gave a theoretical 
proposition about “marketed” surplus 
and "marketable” surplus These are
acceptable theories Why shauld we not 
have gone in for “marketable” surplus ? 
That was his question We havc.gcme m 
for the “marketed” surplus Anid these 
are the difficulties we are facing You 
want us to be practical or not *> We want 
to be practica]
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : 
This is a half-hearted way of doing it.

SHRl YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN : 
This is more easily said than done. U is 
very much a theoretical proposition. I 
would like to tell him one thing. He 
comes from the State from which I also 
come. I have been the Food Minister 
of the State during a very diflicult period. 
1 know what methods have to be adopted. 
This is the most practical way of dealing 
with it now. We are not thinking in terms 
of having rationing as such. But. certainly, 
it is necessary for us to establish a distri-
bution system through which we can try 
to supply essential goods to the people. 
We have done that in the case of foodgrains. 
For example, this month we are distributing 
nearly I! lakh tcmnes of foodgrains.

Sonic people say that, when they go 
to the fair price shops, they do not find 
foodgrains there. And .some hon. Member 
quoted Mr. Behl here. I vm told that 
Mr. Behl himself has contradicted that 
statement. It is quite true that, occasionally 
you may sec a shop without foodgrains 
because the foodgrains are sent there not 
to be stored but to be distributed and when 
they are distributed there may be a period 
o^ gap. It is a fact that in 1972, we have 
distributed more than 10 million toimes 
of foodgrains in this country, and we will 
have to continue to do the same thing. 
That means, in urban areas, for working 
class people and for people living in places 
vulnerable to drought and in tribal areas, 
we are supplying foodgrains at controlled 
prtees. You will have to take note of whar 
we are doing. It is certainly a very im-
portant thing that we are doing. B«t, 
despite that, there is a problem. I know 
that.

There is the problem of oil, for example, 
p e re  was shortage of nearly 40 per cent 
in the oilseeds production in the country. 
When there is shortage in oilseeds pro- 
ductioa what are we going to d o ?

(Dis.)
There is shortage in pulses production 
also in the country. We have some 
programme of importing oilseeds 
also. And if we have to do that, 
naturally we will have to sec that we have 
some hand in the distribution. 1 quite 
agree that there are some initial difiKulties 
in the way of establishing this organisation. 
There will be some difficulties of administ-
ration. 1 quite agree becausc th’s is a 
problem that we have to face for sonne 
time: in fact, we have been facing it for 
some time, whether it is our Government 
or somebody else's Government. So  ̂
this question of administration will 
be there. But at the same time, we will 
have to deal w<th the problem, and we 
propose to deal with the problem effecti-
vely.

I quite agree with some of the hon. mem-
bers who have said that w'e will have to 
practise some sort of austerity in the matter 
of some of the important, essential goods 
What should be given importance, what 
should be given priority, for distributior 
we shall have to take care of that. Take, 
for example, cloth. The Foreign Trade 
Minister is not here___

m f : *prr?R%3pn3r
^  *77 ?T*n*r •PT ^  vrr®T uccpitt

J i m  ^  * p t  #  s r w  ^ e  

^  ^  TRV ftfsf

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
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We are trying to understand the basic 
problem of prices. I do not say that 1 
have got answers to all the questiotvs. 1 
cannot say that 1 am going to work a 
miracle so that the priocs will start slkittg 
down from tonoorrow onwards. This is 
not my claim. My claim is we have analysed.
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the reasons for the rise in prices 
we are trying to take basic pcdicy decisions 
and create new institutions whi<  ̂ are 
necessary to implement the policies, and we 
are taking necessary steps for that. As I 
said in the fKginning, this is a question 
which is a passing phase; it is not a question 
out of which one should make poUtica! 
capital. This is a  diflk:ult time; this is a 
time when we must try to create confidence 
in the minds of the people. Unfortunately,
1 find that some people in the name of 
putting forth the grievances of the people, 
art tiding lo demoralise them, and I per* 
sonally feel that this will be the greatest dis> 
service to the nation at the present moment.

Now, one member mentioned—he is 
not here; he just makes the speech and 
goes away like a good professor~Mr. 
Mavalankar said ; *What arc you doing 
about the defence expenditure ?’ This is 
also one of the important things wc have 
to take into account. When you consider 
the question of production, prices and other 
difficulties, you cannot forget the problem 
of the defence of the country. Whatever 
your difficulties may be, whatever your 
price problems and whatever your other 
problems, it is necessary to take care of 
the security of the country. Wc have to 
lake that into account. We will have to 
do that. So, what is the use of merely 
talking in the air about it? When you talk 
about prices, then you ignore the problem 
of defence. When you arc talking about 
defence, you forget everything else and 
then »aJk about defence only. That is not 
the way. You have to look at the national 
problems in their totality and try to . . . .

jfftr ^  WTTT t  ’SfTST *(Vr

qVd ^  ^  ^  ^  >
SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN :

1 think he was not sleeping, but listening to 
my speech with a little more concentration.. 
{Interri^tions)
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1 quite agree that this needs to be looked 
into because it -s a contradiction.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: When 
sugar production has gone up. why have 
prices gone up? When coal production 
goes up, why does coal price go up? How 
do you propose to supply the farmers all 
essential commodities at a reasonable pr’ce 
just as we want to procure their produce 
at a fair price? That is the point we want 
to know.

SHRI YFSHWANTRAO CHAVAN; 
You have raised a good pomt. In the case 
of '*ugar I can s a y ----  '

SHRI B. N. REDDY ^Miryalguda): 
Mr. Chavan talks of social justice, but how 
is it that the Government is unable to check 
the prices? , . .  (Interrupfiom)

SHRI YFSHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
The hon. Member is absolutely right. I 
am not trying to defend the position. . .  
{Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, let him
contmue___i/nterruptiom)

SHRI YFSHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
I am not yielding. The point he described 
was absolutely right. 1 did not say that 
there was anything wrong about it. In 
case of sugar and coal when we are claiming 
that there is more production, there should 
not be a rise in pries. This is something 
very valid.

SHRI SHIVAJI RAO S. DESHMUKH 
(Parabhani): Sugar price fell, but because 
of the marriage season it is rising.
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SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: That 

might be in Maharashtra, but not so in our 
area.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
1 quite concede that there is a rise in the 
prices of sugar in your Stale also. At the 
sanne time, there was some slight fall. 
Again it \% going u p ----

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE fKanpur): 
From Rs. 4 it came down to Rs. 3.80. That 
was the fall.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
There is an increase in Ihe price. We 

, certainly can undertake the distribution of 
sugar. At least 70% of the production of 
sugar is levy sugar which we have undertaken 
to distribute through our distribution sys-
tem. Now we will have to perfect the disti i- 
bution system___(Interruptions)

SHRI S. B. GIRI: When sugar produc-
tion has increased, prices are going up. 
This IS only on account of the dual policy 
of the Government allowing levy sugar sale 
as well as free sale of ^ugar. Once 
the Government take away all the sugar 
factories and distribute «t through Govern-
ment âgencies, then the prices v̂ ill 
comc down.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
Only yesterday the matter was discussed 
and I am sure the Minister for Steel & Mines 
will certainly look ’nto ihis problem be-
cause I certainly concede that this is a very 
serious matter. When we have taken over 
and when we claim that there is more pro-
duction. we will have to see that at least 
people whom we want to serve should gel
it at a reasonable p rice___{Interrupthns)
You are making a suggestion. What Is 
the solution ? ----  {Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is this? Every 
one of you gets up at your own sweet will
and then begins to speak___{Interruptions)
No, Sir.

SHRI D. K. PANDA: We are not 
demanding immediate nationalisation. We 
know it is a long-term thing. Thirty pei 
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cent of the open market sugar is going to 
the black-market. Why do you not take 
that sugar also as levy sugar? We have 
raised six or seven major issues.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
You have raised this major issue, but may 
1 say, this was discussed many times in this 
House ? In order to increase production, 
you have got to give a little more price to 
the kisans and therefore this 30 per cent was 
left in the open and this is a fact and it is 
no use forgetting the realities of certain 
scctors of our economy. Certainly you do 
not want us to take a very academic atti-
tude in all these issues. We have to be 
careful and practical in these matters. 
If at all we want to have more production 
of sugar, we had to do this; and this has 
resulted in more production. If we succecd 
in distributing this 70 per cent of levy sugar 
in a proper manner through our distri-
bution system, I am sure it should be possi-
ble for us to stabilise the price of sugar. 
Unfortunately we are not still able to effec-
tively distribute this 70 percent of sugar 
production, through our distribution sys-
tem. Whai we will have to do, what the 
Government will have to do, what the Minis-
try of Agriculture will have to secure is 
that this distribution takes place effectively.

Sir, I do not want to take more time of 
the House. This problem regarding price- 
rise has arisen because of a certain inherent 
situation in the economy, because of certain 
difficult conditions that we passed through. 
Our emphasis \\ili be on more production 
of essential commodities and their distri-
bution through fair-price shops and also, 
at the same time, of having an attitude of 
austerity and cooperation m the country. 
If we do this, I am sure, we will be able to 
face this problem successfully.
18.35 hrs.

The Lok Sahha then ad/oumed till Eleven 
of the Clock on Wediesday, May 16, 1973/ 
Vmsakha 26, 1895 {Saka),
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