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We can have an investigation into
that. But I assure you that this is
just a mechanism for simultaneous

interpretation. If you do not want it,
we gan stop it. '

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:

No, Sir.

"MR. SPEAKER: It has been going
on for many years here, and there
was a demand that it should be ins-
talled in the Central Hall.

=t wzw fagrdt Ao © qreEeE-

faga giaomm & 17 fad g g ?
/Y g faw 0 g9 39 &7
g & /v € &1

QEqN WEYRT © T 9% A0 HrE
N AW w7 FG AT A & Frrfeag )
ag a&T  fAwmEd

Tape-recording is a different thing.
Ycu have raised this question of the
installation of mew instruments. You
are welcome to go into that.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
1 want to make it quite clear that
we are not against this facility for
interpretation. But the suspicion is
this opportunity has been utilized by
the Government for setting up a
‘mechanism for bugging.

MR. SPEAKER: If you have any
information on that point, you are
welcome to go into that with the
help of any expert of your choice. In
this House we have full opportunity
9f speaking on any subject. So, there
is ne question of installing anything
©of that kind.
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: '
Our suspicion is that the Government
have taken this opportunity fo install
this.
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MR. SPEAKER: If sométhing is
bugging you all the time, what can
we do? We will adjourn mow for
lunch ‘and meet again ar 230 p.m.
when we will take up the Adjourn<
ment Motion.

1323 hrs.

The Lok Sabha adjourned for lunch
till thirty minutes past fourteen of
the Clock.

ar—

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after
Lunch at thirty-three minutes past
Fourteen of the Clock.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair}

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT—
' Contd.

RISE IN PRICES OF ESSENTIAL
COMMODITIES—CONTD.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER:
5. M. Banerjee.

Shri

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
Mr, Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move:

“That the House do now adjounn.”

The purpose of my adjournment
motion is known to the House. It was
read out by the hon. Speaker. My
previous adjournment motion in the
House which was moved by me was
only on the failure of the Government
to check rise in prices of essential
commodities. But this time, I have
added something more, that the Gov-
ernment themselves have enhanced the
prices of not only of wheat, rice and
other essential commodities but also of
petrol and other petroleum products.
So, the Government is solely respon-
sible for the rise in prices. They can-
not attribute this either to drought or
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to floods or to any other natural cala-
mity or to Bangladesh crisis.

1 am surprised to see the manner

{n which the statement has been made
by the hon. Minister, Shri Shinde,
even today. If you read the state-
“Inent, you will find that he has
«ngain repeated the same hackneyed
~arguments of drought, etc. Lastly, he
has mentioned:
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‘“With the considerable improve-.
ment in the food situation, deter-
mined efforts will have to be made
to keep up this optimism so that its
effect on the general economy could
be equally felt.”

I am surprised. Generally I do not
believe in pessimism; I am an optimist
myself. But what sort of optimism
is this—keeping millions of people in
the fool’s paradise or hoodwinking the
people? I do not want to waste my
lungs over this statement which is
nothing more than a scrap of paper
and a repetition of the old arguments
given in this House.

Today the prices have gone up to
an extent where it has become im-
possible for the common man with a
limited income to survive. There
have been many cases of suicides in
Orissa, Maharashtra and other places.
People have also faced bullets by the
various State Governments when they
demanded rice in Maharashtra,
Mysore, Gujarat and other places.
‘Therefore, I shall strictly confine my~
self to the subject which is under dis-
cussion and for which I wish to cen-
sure this Government.

In late October it came out in the
news papers that the Prime Minister
had said in one. of her speeches that
the worst period in the country’s econo-
my was over and that frora the next
month—she meant the month of Nov-
ember—the country’s economy would
turn for the better. How has it turned
better now! Perhaps she said it with-
out any realisation of its implication.
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We all know what nas happened after
that, Priceg of rice end wheat increas-
ed; prices of electrical goods increased
by 10 per cent; prices of petrol, kero-
sene and gas also increased. To what
extent? The price of kerosene oil went
up by 28 paise per litre. The price of
petrol went up by Rs. 1.07—seven paise
for the increase in the price of crude
oil and one rupee excise duty. A very
pertinent point was raised by some of’
my friends in this House when the
Speaker was in the Chair, whether
Government was correct in issuing an
Ordinance to increase prices and raise
revenues when Parliament was meet-
ing after eight days. There was no
gense of regret from the Treasury
Benches. I remember, when such a
{hing happened in the past, even Shri
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru apologised
{0 the House. But here things are
being done shamelessly unabated and

unchecked.
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Now what is the order of revenue
being raised? Tt is estimated to be
nearly Rs. 212 crores; it is not a few
lakhs or one or two crores; the re-
venues earned by way of excise duty
through these increased prices will be
to the tune of Rs. 212 crores!

1 shall first deal with the prices of
foodgrains. The prices of essential
articles like vegetables, meat, fish,
egg, etc., have increased. The prices
of wheat and rice have been raised
twice, and all the State Governments
have been advised to raise the prices:
In Delhi itself the prices have been
raised twice. I do not know how it
is being justified. The prices of all
other essential commodities—Dalda,
Postman oil, mustard oil, ghee, etc.—
have been raised by 30 to 40 per cenat.
What about other things? The price
of mutton in January 1971 was Rs. 6
in Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and other
metropolitan' cities.

AN HON. MEMBER: What about
Kanpur?

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Kanpur
would like to take to human flesh if
it is cheap.
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In January 1973, it was Rs. 6.50,
September 1973—Rs. 9.00 and Octo-
ber—Rs. 9.00. Potato, good quality
which is perhaps round and sweet—
the price has risen from Re. 1 to
Rs. 1.60. Onions—the price has risen
from 50 paise to Rs. 1.80. Fish—from
Rs. 450 to Rs, 9. Again, in Delhi it
is selling at Rs. 10 or 11. Eggs—from
Rs. 3.10 per dozen to Rs.- 540 per
dozen. Sugar—from Rs, 2 to Rs. 2.60.
Here, it is Rs. 3.80 to Rs. 4. Postman
Oil—from Rs. 2. 450 to Rs. 2135.
Tudal—from Rs. 2.00 to Rs. 3.00;
Moongdal—from Rs. 2.00 to Rs. 2.90;
Chana Dhal—from Rs. 1.70 to Rs. 2.70;
Urad Dhal—from Rs. 1.80 to Rs. 3.35;
Gur—from Rs. 1.60 to Rs. 5.60; Co-
conut oil—from Rs. 12 to Rs. 25. Til
oil—from Rs. 11.60 to Rs. 23.32.

But Hindustan Lever was allowed
to raise the price of Dalda by 15
per cent. They stopped production
for days to-gether in Ghaziabad.
Still, they were not prosecuted under
DIR. Regarding their production,
whether it is soap—any soap, whether
Lifebuoy or Sunlight—or Surf, the
size has been reduced and the quan-
tity has also been reduced. But
prices have been increased. They
have stopped production of ordinary
soaps—washing soap and what are
they producing with the help of the
Government? Supreme Soap, Sup-
reme Lux....

AN HON. MEMBER: To wash
their dirty linen.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: ...so that
it can be compared with that wonder-
ful soap called Camy in Western
countries. They say, ‘Look at our
soap, it is like Camy.’ Sir, I have
never used Camy soap and so I do
net know.

The prices of everything have been
increased and this Government says
and according to the Minister’s state-
fnent, things have improved. And
Just after the statement of the Prime
Minister, prices of all commodities
have gone up. The moment the price
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of petrol went up, it was argued by
some officials that because of the in¥
ternationa] situation, specially in West
Asia, we have to curb the huge con-
sumption of petrol. I would have
understood if it had been rationed and
anybody who disobeys the law or
violates the orders should have been
punished. But why raise it by
Rs. 1.07? The argument is that it is
used by the affluent society. But who
are those affluént? Poor men? Poor
Government employees hiring a . taxi
from a particular place to the office
paying 50 paise or 60 paise or a rupee,
Are they affluent? The Prime Min-
ister became angry at the rise and
started travelling in a buggy.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi-
wash): Only once.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: May be
once. Sir, I am not against buggy, I
have a pity on the horses. But the
question is, it is all the more pity for
had it been done by any other Min-
ister, 1 would not have minded, but
the Prime Minister, a lady of fine
taste, should not have done so. It is
not of good taste and merely a cheap
stunt. It was not a stunt—she said.
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee copied her
and he got a pair of bullocks. I shall
not be surprised if Mr. Piloo Mody

selects a pair of donkeys to come
here.
SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra):

On a point of order, Sir, I think this
is only right that if he has to refer
to me, if I were to indulge in a state-
ment like that, I should say, I would
come only on the top of an elephant-
nothing less than that—and I may
add, a very well-decorated elephant. .

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Sir, the
question is: Are the Government
really serious about the price rise?
Are they really serious about tackling
this problem of price rise? I will
give you one example to show how
things have been happening. The All
India Bank Employees Association has
brought out a pamphlet. This shows
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-one thing clearly. This shows how

the fourteen nationalised banks have

been advancing money to big business
aguses. For what purpose? For the
putpose of forward trading, for the
purpose of speculation, etc. But who
has benefited out of this? The CBI
has' not Succeeded. They have not
succeeded in unearthing black money.

The black market' machinery is more

powerful than the Government

machinery. These blackmarket ele-
ments indulge in speculation, they in-
dulge in cornering of the shares etc.

I am sorry to say that Government

does oot want ‘the black money to

come out. They only want black
money to continue in ‘the  country.

These blackmarketeers indulge in all

sorts of underhand dealings. There

is one Report of the Reserve Bank of

India which has come out recently and

it gives a depressing picture of the

economy of the country. The report

says: 3

“Despite all its efforts to present
an encouraging outlook and trends
in the economy the Reserve Bank
of India has not succeeded in hid-
ing the real state of our economie

affairs.

The data presented in its annual
report on currency and finance for
the Year ending June 30, 1973 make
it quite clear that RBI's optimism
js unwarranted until and unless the
Government changes its policies
radically.”
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Then it says:

“The failure of the Government
and the RBI has been most glaring
on the price front. During 1972-73
the overall price index rose by 21.5
per cent. This increase was un-
precedented.”

And then, Sir, my information is this.
If you come to August the price rose
by 25 per cent. As a result of this
increase in prices the condition of
the to ling masses has become un-
bearable. As hon. Members are
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aware, nearly 20,000 employees of
Bokaro Steel Limited are on strike
sinte the 8th of this month, What do
they want? Apart from bonus, they
want only essential commodities.
Nearly 20,000 employees of the Bhilai
Steel Plant are to go on strike from
the 15th of this month. WHat do they
demand? They demand 20 per cent
bonus. They demand supply of ra-
tion articles for their daily use at a
certain concessional rate. 28 lakhs of
Central Government employees are
preparing for a strike. This is be-
cause of the inadequacy of the pay
scales recommended by the Pay Com-
mission and accepted and modified by
the Governmenit. They give Rs. 196
for an ordinary worker, Class IV em-
ployee, when they have miserably
failed to hold the price line. They
have accepted their failure, There is
no change of stabilising the price.
their minimum wage is Rs. 196/-. It
they go on strike—the Prime Ministep
said yesterday in a party meeting—sne
says that the employees or the wor-
kers should not go on strike. 1t came
out in the papers and that is why I
am mentioning it. She said: give up
the right to strike. How can they give
up the right to exist or even the right
to eat? I am surprised to hear this
from the Prime Minister.
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The average index figure of the
consumers price for the industrial
workers has increased from 192 in
1971-72 to 214 in 1972-73. In other
words, the index rose by 11.5 per cent
in 1972-73 as against a rise of 3.2 per
cent in 1971-72. Even the average
price index for the urban non-manual
labour rose by 7.1 per cent in 1972-T3
as against 4 per cent ir 1971-72. When-
ever there is deficit financing, they say
that in a developing economy, deficit
financing is a must and in a developing
economy the prices do move up. What
is the effect of this deficit financing
and to what extent it has affected the
government budgeting? The (Govern-
ment cannot hold the price-line because
of its reckless deficit financing. In 1972-
73, the Government’s budget was for
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Rs. 252 crores. Later that was reviged
to Rs. 550 crores. Finally, the bud-
get estimates rose up to Rs. 882 crores.

The Government now come forward
and say that whatever be the arrears
due to the Government employees
they must deposit them in the Bank.
It this liquid cash shall come into the
hands of the employees, that will
further push up the prices. Now they
are asking for the price rise on oil.
Cat is now out of the bag as to why
they have done so. They could not
nationalise the foreign oil companies.
On the contrary they are punishing
their people by saying that they must
reduce their consumption. That is
why they have raised the price of oil.
What is the effect of this? Only 75 per
cent of the motor cars are owned by
the companies or by the Ministers.
Do you think that we are just going
to take it lying down? They will not
take out from their own pockets.
They will just pass on this burden
of Rs. 212 crores or 206 or 200 crores
to the consumers. All the business
houses owing cars are still using them
luxuriously and generously. How?
At the cost of the starving millions.
They just pass on the burden to the
consumers. I do not know whether
they have done it intentionally or
unintentionally. We see that there has
been a change in the policy of Go-
vernment but they deny that there is
nothing of that sort. But, I say that
whatever be the policy that they may
adopt, they have conveniently forgot-
ten what they have pledged before
the people when they came over to
Parliament with a massive mandate.
They have yielded to pressure. And
all this is reflected clearly when they
have shifted their palicy. There was
an article in which it has been stated
that some of the economists in Hong-
kong did make a study of the Chinese
problems on how they have managed
to arrest the price rise. How have
they managed? The point is that let
us have some definite policy. Some-
times we find that it is mixed eco-
nomy, and sometimes, it is joint ven-
ture, sometimes, it is talk of socialism,

KARTIKA 21, 1895 (SAKA)

Rise in Prices 204
o (Adi. M),

and sometimes we are on the way to
socialism. So, we do not understand

what the policy is.

_.We hailed the decision of Govern-
ment when they took over. wheat
trade. But. what sbout the half-
hearted :decision which they took or
Tice? After some sections of the
people created a hullabaloo, we founa
that they did not take over the rice
trade. .They succumbed to the pres.
sure. by certain agencies and certain
vested interests and they said that
they would not take it over because
they did not have adequate machi-
nery. What about the distribution
machinery? Why have they taken
this half-hearted decision? Why
should they not go the whole hog and
take over the wholesale trade in food-
grains as a whole?  After all, they
cannot do it piece-meal. No country
has been able to do it piece-meal,
and I am sure that our Government
will naot also be able to do it. I do
not know. how this halting decision,
and this Hamlet-like approach of ‘to
be or not to be’ is going to help the
Government.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now,
the hon. Member should try to con-
clude.

_ SHRI S, M. BANERJEE: I hope I
shall have 30 minutes.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: 30
minutes including the reply. He har
already taken about 30 minutes.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Since the
ballot has favoured me, you .should
also favour me. For the reply, I
shall not take more than six minutes.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I shall
favour everybody within the time-
limit given. .

SHRI PILOO MODY: Your job is
to favour nobody.

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER; He may
put it that way if he likes.
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I want a
clear-cut answer from the Govern-
ment to the question whether they are
going to take adequate measures to
arrest these prices. Shri -Uma
Shankar Dikshit made a heroic an-
mouncement that Government were
-using the DIR in UP and the prices
would go down. We know that the
DIR was used; but against whom were
they used? Mr. P. N. Sukul, the lea-
der of the State Government em-
ployees is behind the bars, but Mr.
S. K. Modi and the Modi parivar are
out; I am sure that Mr. S. K. Modi
would be awarded P?adma Bhushan or
-Padma Vibhushan, I do not know
which.
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Shri Uma Shankar Dikshit could
not take any action as the Home
Minister also. When we talked of
black money, somebody put the ques-
tion ‘If this Government is not going
to accept your demand for demone-
tisation, what is your other demand?’
I say that my other demand is that
they should appoint a high-powered
commission with Shri Uma Shankar
Dikshit as Chairman, because he
knows where the black money is, and
they may be able to arrest it.

There is no need for me to go into
this any further to prove that this
Government has failed to hold the
price-line and therefore, they des-
erve a censure, and a serious censure
at that from people outside and the
Members here.

In conclusion, I would like to make
certain demands. Firstly, there
should be introduction of statutory
rationing in all the important cities,
and even the villagers should be
brought under this. Secondly, strin-
gent punishment should be meted out
to hoarders, blackmarketeers, and
profiteers.

On the 6th of this month, there was
a hartal here in Delhi. What was the
result? The people were beaten,
lathi-charged: and so on.. But what:
happened when our volunteers and
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others unearthed 2 lakhs maunds of
wheat and other foodgrains? Was
anybody arrested? No. So, deterrent
punishment should be given to the
hoarders. Then, there should be
seizure of hoarded stocks of essential
commodities and-distribution under
the supervision; of people's committees.
We want people’s committees. Even
the legislators are not taken into con-
fidence at tHe time of distribution, and
solely it has been left to the district
authorities and the bureaucrat.

The bureaucrats are hand in glove
with the hoarders and black-mar-
keteers. I am sorry to say that the
Ministers have also connived with
them. I say that they have connived
with them.

15 hrs.

There should be compulsory levy
for procurement of foodgrains from
big landlords and monopoly stockists.
There should be total, and not half-
hearted, state takeover of trade in
wheat, rice and other foodgrains. Then
there should be withdrawal of all
outstanding bank credits from private
agencies and hoarders of foodgrains
and a ban on all bank credits to
whole salers and private agencies in
all essential eommodities.

1 charge this Government with
conniving with the hoarders and
black-marketeers. I charge this Go-
vernment with pro-capitalist tenden-
cies and policies. I charge them with
sabotaging their own ceclaration and
thereby strengthening the hands of
the monopolists. Therefore, I charge
that this Government have miserably
tailed and if they have any sense of
respect left in them, they must show
to this country that they are capable
of acting up to their declarations and
of delivering the goods

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Motion
moved: .

“That the House do now adjourn”.
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There is a long list of members
from the Congress Party. It would
be in order it I allow 10 minutes to
each member.

ot Qo Yo g (THEI) : IqTEAT
WERT, IGT I FWA YA FT AW g,
ag 7@ Fg 91 aFar § fF wwg g
T 3 FTH wawEs Ao A fERS
af g

wgt aF ¥ § s IfE w7 Edw
3, T9Y qg 5 W TaAY AT %,
W T gy 5 w7 g7 A Ox
qAFY ¥ | WA TFAAT TEHET E GEAT
oY, g7 @ AT ggem, = gFo gHe
A, ;N "= a1 0w #§5s
e @ aFar 41 | AfFT 79 T FT
oA 2 fe T ®Y v 5w ol I
2 fr fom Ao @ 2w 3w &Y & =i
e KT AT Fg1 A1 (TwAwm) g
HATT A IFIA FAT agTE ¢, 36 T
% ggi M AHa g € 1 (wEEm)
¥ fad 98 e & fF g0 119 &Y e
F gfg ) frdt A ag 78 T aFI A

o g a8 3@ § i 1w Y Fre
g ¥ TEE f5e F1 qgar g, @
i fFT A 9 99T @ 1 (SWawe)
W T &Y A F &, F 9y T
AT s Tams I3 &+
A 1 & T wEwa § 1 & gwgar
(RN ¥ fTgam &
AR} QT ARG HIET AT AT A IED
Am 9T R | 77 Fg fagw @ g fE
ZgHT AW TR 9T 92T & ) R A
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YT 9T, a7 IF A §¥ AT AW q%,
{wrwwm) a1 ovaz «ff gRTEATT WEAr
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FY SYEAT TIAT | AT AT T Fro F
g 1

wE Ul & arg § qENAHE W @
oY g4I (o &, 59 1 fadg Fwan g

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri
DEB.... (Interruptions). I have call-
‘ed Mr. Deb. :

T a

SHRI 8. B. GIRI (Warangal): .On
a point of order, what Mr. Sharma
said was that* wherever industries
give more production, the - warkers
can get more wagek. .

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is this

This i§ not a point
of order. Ce

* SHRI DASARATHA DEB-(Tripura

East): If any section of the popula-
tion of India has ever enjoyed the
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fullest freedom to flourish under the
26 years of Congress regime, that is
the section belonging to the capitalist,
monopolist, blackmarketeers and
hoarders. The people of our country
must realise that the Congress
Government is the best and the
truest friends of that section and it is
the enemy of the common people.

The price of every essential commo-
dity has shot up beyond the reach of
the common man and very recently
the Government of India bhad
announced the increase in procure-
ment price for essentinl cominodities;
for rice it is Rs. 111—Rs. 119 per
quintal and for maize and jawar and
bajra, it is Rs. 70—72 per quintal. It
proposes to increase the issue price of
cereals also imposing this burden on
the people. I find that the Govern-
ment and the Food Corporation of
India may fix the issue price at Rs. 1.90
per kg. of rice. On -the same basis
the price of wheat, procurement price,
is going to be Rs. 105 per quintal and
the issue price would be Rs. 1.50 or
so per kg. of wheat,

This is a very wrong policy. We
have demanded that Government must
come forward with a compulsory
procurement of rice and procure
compulsorily all the marketable sur-
plus of foodgrains with the landlords
owing more than 10 gcres of wet land
and 20 acres of dry land. But they
have decided to purchase in the open
market only a small amount of 70
million tonnes or so of, kharif/food-
grains .crop and most probably about
the same .amount .of rabi also. They
propose to give a ration of only 280
gms. per adult per day, forcing the
people to purchase the remaining
grains in the black. market at even
higher prices than now. This increase
of price of foodgrains is an open in-

: vitation- to the -landlards, wholesale
dealers and blackmarketeers to freely
loot the people.
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We have found that the Govern-

ment have so far. refiused to take over
the wholesale trade in jute and food-
grains, At the same time, the price of
jute is very low. Even according to
the Government's estimate, the cost of
production of jute is Rs. 60 to 65 per
maund but they get only Rs. 25 to 30
per maund. There ig a regular
demand that they should take over the
jute trade also. For the last 25 years,
this Government has allowed the 25
families to 1loot Rs. 4000 crores of
foreign exchange. Now when the
jute growers are selling jute at a very
low price, at a distress price, this is
the right time for Government to come
forward and give them some reason-
able price and for taking over the
jute trade by nationalising the jute
industry.
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The price of everything has shot ug.
Now, they have raised the price of
petrol, kerosene| and what not. Under
this regime, people are not getting any
relief. Every day prices are increas-
ing. Our people must know why this
increase in prices is taking place. It
is because Government needs money
for the elections. They are collecting
a huge amount from all these people
who have been making huge profits
for the last 26 years by selling these
things. Now this ruling Congress is

‘facing elections in U.P. and Orissa and

they need money. That is why they
are giving full opportunity to all these
sections to earn more money to make
more profits just to keep this Gevern-
ment in existence.

If you remember and study the
entire scheme, you will find that the
tendency of this Government is that
kerosene has been the spécial target of
this Government for a number of
years. - In the last few years the ex-
cise duty on kerosene has risen from
Rs. 8 crores to Rs. 140 crores. Now
with this latest increase in excise duty,
one should net blame. the people if
they sgy that this is only one step
shart of banning the use of kerosene
under DIR or declaring its use as an
offence under the MISA!



303 Rise in Prices
(Adj. M.)

[Shri Dasarathg Deb]

The only thing left with the Govern-
ment is to ban the use of kerosene,
petrol and essential commodities used
by the common man. According to
the Government, a rise in the price of
petrol will affect only those who use
the cars and it would not affect the
common man. I do not think this
.argument is correct. What about
:auto-rickshaws, buses and taxies?
“Will the increased petrol bill of these
wvehicles not affect the common man?
By this step of raising the petrol price
‘the Government is heaping more
‘burdens on the common man. I do
not bother about people who use
fashionable cars with black money.
They can afford to purchase petrol at
any higher price. I am concerned
about those people who travel by bus
and auto-rickshaw. Government will
not succeed in their effort to convince
these people that thely will not be
affected.

At a time when the Governmsent is
‘unable to check the price rise or sup-
_ply essential commodities to the com-
mon man, the Prime Minister has
.come forward with the advice that the
working class should forget their right
_to strike. Perhaps the Prime Minister
wantg the working class to forget to
.eat to survive.

Some people say: let us increase
-production. We . are for increased
production. But, at the same time,
when we increase production the
working class must get its proper
share which it is not getling now.
That is why they want the need-based
wage which the Government have
denied to them. If their right to exist
is denied, what is left to them? That
is why 1 say that the working class,
peasants and the common man should
resort to strike to ventilate their
.grievances, to push the ‘Government 1o
accept their demands. They should
asert their rights and with their power
.of organisation they should have &
revolution to overthrow the Govern-
.ment which is within their rights be-
_cause they want to survive.

Now when our common people are .

.guffering, when people are dying of
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“starvation, when people are going

without clothes, ~kerosene, sugar or
other articles of food what do we find
on the side of Government? We find

‘that the members of the ruling party

are quarrelling among themselves,
having factional fights in almost all
States like Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan and where
not. The difference is not based on
policy issue, but is based on personal
greed. That is why I say that the
Indian people must revolt against
those who deny them their right. If
the Government want to avert such a
contingency, they should supply es-
sential commodities like kerosene.
sugar, cloth and medicines to ‘he
common man through fair price shops,
if they cannot control the open mar-
ket price and must give jobs to all
If they cannot, they must resign.

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT (Shahabad):
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, as is very
commonly known, the price is purely
an economic phenomenon. The rise
in prices is also due to a number of
economic factors operating in the
system. It is like fever in a human
body. The causes may be one or
many, internal or external. But in
order to cure fever, we have to cure
the causes. There is hardly any diffe-
rence of opinion between different
sides of the House either about the
state of affairs of rise in prices or
about inflationary situation or about
the causes leading to that. I also re-
cognise that it has sensitive political
overtones and, particularly, in a
democratic system like ours, each
party views it as an opportunity to
further their political aims, either to
win an election which may be in the
ofing or, as some of the extremist
parties like the one to which the hon.
Member belongs who just preceded me,
to make out a call for revolution and
create conditions for chaos.

I was quite surprised how on earth
the hon. Member who moved this
adjournment motion chose this subject
as a cause for adjournment motion and
the arguments that he used as a big

stick to beat the Government with
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reason or without reason. I think,
the Finance Minister and other
spokemen of the Government have
said that the Government is worried
by the rise in prices. The economic
situation is difficult. I agree. You
can even say that it ig critical. But
we have to see what steps the Govern-
ment have been taking. A  bigger
catastrophe has been prevented. It
is true that there is a continuous rise
in prices. We have to see the efforts
that have been taken to stabilise the
prices, the policy spectrum that has
been in operation to stabilise the
prices. If we discuss the problem
of rise in prices in this perspective, at
a national forum like this, we will be
reaching some constructive and fruit-
ful results, not in an endless debate
like this.

About the rise in prices of
petroleum products, we know the
‘reasons behind that. I will come to
‘that later on. The policy that the
-Government has been following 1s to
meet a very difficult economic situa-
tion. Take the economic situation in
the last 2-3 years, not only this year
‘but during the previous year and
earlier to that, You see the struc-
ture of prices where the prices have
-gone up very high. In this country, in
a developing country, it is always the
supply factor that is very important.
‘It there is a shortfall in food produc-
tion, a sensitive item like food produc-
‘tion which accounts for a dominant
factor in a family budget, if there is
a big shortfall in production of food
articles, there is a big rise in prices.
“The food prices have gone up by 30
per cent. If there is a good crop, the
prices fall.  Therefore, the main
factor is the supply factor. It is not
always wise to compare ourselves with
‘other develoved countries. The inter-
national factors also operate in our
-economy because our economy is not a
‘closed one. We have a big foreign
‘trade; we have a big international
trade. If there is a rise in prices out-
side, if there is an inflationary situa-

tion all over the world, that affects -
our écondmy ‘dlso. But there the.
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demand factor is important, and the
demand factor is because there is a
rising income, there is a higher em-
ployment. Also because of the higher
demands, prices are pushed up.
Therefore, the situation in these two
economies, the developing economy
like ours and the developed economy
of Western Europe, ig entirely diffe-
rent. Therefore, we should not make
such comparisons. I think, we should
not also compare with the socialist
societies, although it is a very laud-
able example that, in spite of the fact
that the world forces are in operation
leading to higher demand and higher
employment and higher prices all
over, the socialist economies have
been able to stabilise their prices
and, in certain sectors, have also been
able to bring down the orices. But
that is different; we cannot copy it
here because our political system is
different.
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Let us see to what extent, in the
present political system, the policies
?hat the Government have been adopt-
ing have been leading to stabilisation
of prices, to what extent expansion in
the economy is going to lead to more
investments and savings. From that
point of view I want the House to
judge the policies that the Govern-
ment have been following. I have no
time to go into the details of the
monetary policies, the budgetary
policies the policies of industrial
pricing, the policy in regard to food
and agricultural development, policy
in regard to our foreign trade, etc. If
you take the totality of these policies.
Government can very well claim that
they have averted a very difficult
situation, a catestrophic situation. If
you analyse and “see what it could
have been otherwise, you would find
that it could have been a chaotic
situation, and that has been prevented
because of the strength and determi-
nation of the Government’s policies.
But the fact remaing that the situation
continues to be difficult. I was quite
surprised when an intelligeat man like
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Shri S. M. Bamerjee was = finding
fault with the statement of the Prime
Minister when sbe said that the worst
period was over and that we could
look forward to better time. She
lLimited it to foodgrains she did not
make a general sort of statement—
because we were going to have a
bumber erop. And when she made
that statement, what was the position
prevailing a few months before, from
April -onwards? It was a difficult
situation, from ship to mouth or from
train to mouth, when the entire trans-
port system was fully geared to see
that nobody starved and food reached
every nook ang corner of the country
despite the fact that there were forces
operating in the country to cbstruct
the movement of foodgrains, to create
chaos, food riots and various other
difficulties. We have gone over that
because we followed a correct policy.
Today what is the situation? @ What
the Prime Minister or the other
Government spokemen have been say-
ing is the very correct situation, and
to say that it is not correct, it is mis-
leading, only betrays the ignorance
the hon. Member has. What is the
position today? Take, for instance,
week or month or year. Over the
week, there has been a fall in prices.
The index number for the week end-
ing September 1, 1973, showed a fall of
0.6 per cent....

SHRI PILOO MODY:
cook.

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: 1 will come
to ‘cook’ also

In the month of August, the food
articles fell by 1.9 per cent, Industrial
raw materials fell by—4 per cent
Among the food articles, edible ofls..
(Interruptions) I am coming to the
cook also. Edible ojls fell by-- .4 per
cent, Take.the Bajra which prohably
the hon, Member does. not eat. It fell
by 184 per cent. Pulses fell by 13.8
ver cent.

" SHR1 ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
(Gwalror) What (s hé reading {rom?
" SHRT B. R. BHAGAT: 1 am reading
from the figures published.... (Inter-

307

Ask your

NOVEMBER 12, 1973 Rise in Prices 303

(Adj. M.)

ruptions). Does -the hon, Member
challenge it2. I am -not .in the habit
of quotin¢ wrong ﬂgurel

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
I'wanted to know the source of his
information so that we may also be
benefitted.

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: These were
published figures. . ..(Interruptions).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order,
please. It does not help the problem.
You do not get food by that. What is
the source of your information--that is
what they want.

SHRI B, R. BHAGAT: Every week
the Reserve Bank and the Government
of India in the Finance Ministry pub-
lish these figures. Then they have a
monthly bulletin, a weekly bulletin
and they have an annual bulletin.
These are from those bulletins. A
very reliable source—I can assure the
hon. Member.... (Interruptions}.

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN (Kan-
gra): These cannot be reliable be-
cause they are not published in New
Age.

SHRI PILOO MODY: The hon. Mem-
ber has a paper in his hand which is
cyclostyled. Obviously, the author-
ship of that paper at least can be re-
vealed.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He has
quoted the Res2rve Bank. He has
quoted the Government of India, Fin-

ance Ministry’'s figures. . ..(Interrup-
tions). Order, please.
SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Therefore,

the point I was making is that here is
a’ situation that as a result of the
policies pursued by the Government
and the various steps tekem in various
flelds, tor the first time quite in seve-
ral months ‘the prices have started
comitig down and as I have said,
‘mainly becﬁhse ot the exvected bum-
'per _crdp, the ‘prices, particuldrly the
‘Brices ofthings Mke groumndnut oil, of
‘Dalda or of foodgrains or even of rew
aotton are coming down and they are
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atfecting the overall indices of prices.
‘Therefore, when the Government
spokesman or ‘the Prime Aiinister says
that the worst is over, it is a very
correct description and any hon. Mem-
ber of the Opposition finding fault
with it to suggest that- there is some
misunderstanding or that some mis-
apprehensfon is being created by these
statements is entirely wrong.

The point is that it does not mean
that it the prices have come down,
unless we follow the policies, unless
the flve critical sectors in the economy
—the critical sectors of the economy
are: (1)-power, (2) food, (3) fertiliser,
(4) coal and (5) transport—are looked
-after, it will not only be a long term
'problem but it will be a continuons
‘problems Unless the investment in-
creases, unless the production in these
-critical sectors increases and I have
no doubt that with a good crop, good
cotfon crop, good jute crop, a gond
groundnut crop and the eflorts the
‘Government have taken to increase the
production of cement, paper and sugar
and other consumer items and the
‘items in the critical sectors, unless we
pursue vigorously to achieve a higher
rate of production, we will not be able
to zee the trend of stabilisation of
prices. I do not say for a moment
that there is going to be an apprecia-
‘ble tall in prices. If the hon. Member
‘thinks that there is going to be a 20
per cent fall in prices or 30 per cent
fall in prices, no, it is not going to
‘happen, 1 think that the Government
will be within the realm of achieve-
‘ment if they are able to stabilise the
‘prices. There should not be run-away
‘prices or abnormal increase in prices.
For all these things it is necessary that
‘we increase our institutional and orga-
nisational arrangemeats. In our coun-
try fifty per cent of our people are be-
low the poverty line, in many areas
of our country. The middle class and
the lower middle classg especially are
finding it difficult to make both ends
meet. Take a commodity like petrol.
“The prices of petrol have been increas-
ed. I know petrol is consumed by
people who ewn cars. But then we
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bave to look at the situation which
faces us today. What is the situation?
This is a particular situation which
has been imposed upon us, Crude
prices have been increased and they
go on increasing. This is increased by
one dollar per barrel; then it becomes
one-and-half dollar and two dollars or
two-and-a-half dollars. The policy of
the Government is to protect the essen-
tial elements like the agricultural sec-
tor and agricultural operations, public
transport and to load the burden most-
ly on the people’ who could take it.
We have therefo-e to adopt a policy
which is well-instrumented and well-
orchestrated. It should be so regulat-
ed that various segments of society
are taken care of. Any sort of blan-
ket policy will not do much good.

My second point is this. We have
to see that the essential sectors and
the weaker sections are protected. We
should make certain institutional and
organisational arrangements in this
regard. I think the Government must
be congratulated for facing and meet-
ing a difficult situation indeed. It was
a very difficult situation. Any weak-
ness on their part or any weak-need
policy on their part would have al-
lowed the situation to get out of hand.
On the other hand the situation has
been brought well undér control. It
has not gone out af hand. It has
remained within our control. So, the
Government must be congratulated
for that.

My hon, friend Mr. Banarjee would
be well-advised to withdraw his Ad-
journment Motion. I hope be will not
press it

o wzw fag?t aradd) (@rfaaT):
Y WA & A FY Y GHI T @I
a1 f 20 ¥ 1€ g g & AT W
Aafmm Frassgawa ) @
1 avan & fiF e & G afefeafa o3
fasa srfeq F<3 & awerr aré F AT
i afrfeals figd o @ w1 §
dar 7 g | wur w) o A ¥y A [
dar Tar fagd exrg e F TG FA
WSy ¥ 25 aw g2y fau § 1 &fa o aeg
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[t wew fagry wradt)
& & 7 qar HA ¥ TA w1 gRET Q@
gataam A Fea N gfe w@

W & fear sow wiw § gar @
TEET g% A% ¥ 1 SuY waw fea
swTfaq g & T 9@ #Y JW qEw
wifeq 1

=IF §AA I gE B AAIE T AG
SIS & Jered # e 4 wfawe 8
w1 g5 1 AfwT 1965-66 F I Faw
9T 97 q@ A1 25 wfawa K gamEA -
#FgddY, 90 fafaaw z3 3 gwra seza
g2 #X 72 fafags e7 w@ mav a1 )
&fe7 oa oma O Tl § qfg daw
13. ¢ wfirwa gf ot safs g7 wrer 2401
sfawa M afz g€ & 1 g7 qfz & fag
A IAEEN § 7 e § fw whaw wy
Ny T femr mEwar &1

fax fa2 a8 fa¥ sy § f s
aw & faemifaa W, gy @wvd @€
& wgar g faw Wt Agic@ wiwy &
o fazarfaat o oA feaar & far
T 7T 9T 29w T wT W) faR)
AT § g9 foraar s fvan | a3
& giwz § fw daar 3w & faoqrfas)
T 306 FAT TIAT AT FAT WK IZ
9 gq 13 e afw 125 $AT 3
afsr sad wfew ofw ga3 971 &
A FT A E

#EME 9 F AT FE WU
Tz & wdfY aart § 3fg | fod I
i fe 18 wfawa a4t g=rg
T 2 AT AouT o037 wfawrm TETE 1
T YTH HAT9-9A19 A1E By ? F|av
1 {qea wqmed 7 m 7w
a1 Y wdAer 9x wE qatar Tg
arE sty 7 FaT wqEes A fod
W M § [gq fear smn ? s ¥
i it A 7w Afg 71 Frf % A
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WA T FY ) s Fead &5 A1 0F
fedz Az e awmar s,
qTHI & O oy 7t | & ag oY |
g f TP A12 WY wqsEeqT WA AgTAT
gt ¥ A ¥ ez & G WA
a1fed, 1o wew #v w@rpfa Adr wnfgd
v qE 912 FY A TTEGT FT YT qHA
2, =t 7 1 Afew Fod &5 7 fawr-
foait 97 e A fear stran, @aT w7
faam & afi faar am, geAvT-TATe
T w1 BT fopar Ar 2@y &, qET )
W@ 2, I W oed FY NS w9 E
dar wfas §, F9 97 Y TF GAFEET
wqeAeqr 99 @Y g, dwa oI famra
Y TRl F1 SR dre sfaw aqre
¢ Wx wawms FEEl &1 SaTEA
o= e

oIS 1A G T A GAT 9T 9T
T @1 & fa wmas, Mg 7= 7}
W, N GO THAT F, a9
gEEl &, fear s §, sa% qew ¥ yfy
Fr g 1§ T Y AWl faan
e oTw Ffean faem & @i &, oF
T et gdar § | g aar few
T q3m ! a4 ag fear wv & fR gwy
fram 1 WY S S Ay T AE
| afg F &1 & wrow wAd qo @ar
=g g fir 58 W § Wt e AATHT
T Y | THY 2T HY ST FHEST
*Y ST Y T4 AT F §F -
¥z AT 65 ¥ A FT 71.50 M T
g wfF g amw 125 ¥ 160 M W
gawT W ¢ fF saraw w10 qfqwa.
afas faxm Afea sovww #1 28
sfaoa wfas a0 o@m | Ay §
ST & A # o agy feafa 3 agar
% ziw 15 wfqma g T & 58 ¥
67 TT0 Wi fegzw foq mu § &fF
£ 95T 44 S agr A wE 2, 78
Frosear FLA TE R K q@aT ATRAT
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g ag qremrd i & ? W
TR AT F WAL AVEA B ATy Ay
& ? fox zra fay sar @ fs oy w2
R E | wTwe A aw wgr @ & N
wan fegar @ € fwamwe @)
qar g, ST A AT HY T T A AHY
<@ fer sy ¥

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: I am sorry
that my hon. friend has cast doubts
on the figures that I had quoted. I
say that they are absolutely correct,
and they are reliable and they have
been published. They are official
estimates,

SHRI PILOO MODY: That is why
they are unreliable. This Govern-
ment cannot be trusted.

Wt ww fagrt wRd : dW
fraga ¢ & ot ¥ wraws a=gl
& T w@g WA ¢, a1 fAaulami
TEW FY Fowd Y § | FIW AT FWA
g wB! gE 1 A foe w93 & QA FR
q@ 1§ ? way & famtarsi w1 s
NETNgEIaay wag
Y F1 SETEA qA-ATS T T HGw
g 2 | ot i & wmr awd W
v g ? A I Famag §

stgwe Twlaw W (fawm-
) TE R CENE FT R E

8t wew fagrt awddy : a@
o Fw s R )

A F e W 93 § | aEOR §
A A FHE 1WA AW oAE &
TCEAHL & TE FIAA T ST TGAT
wnfgq a1, AfFT seTEA v §, sqwfen
g g | g & fau 219 faedee @ ?

Y 98T § wigor e siry § o 3aan-
T Ty Avfen | & @ A SavEd?
¥ & i o ar ¥w ¥ 7 #71 saed

(St)
= N B wwEr § ) ag dur s
) fea 1 & T faw @ &
N I YA R | aT
AR & fas g | s
TR AN T F 9 99 aF AR
at fam, q@ aF feam ag ar
q€ T o0 | I¥ AE A qwrd &
gt &= faeer =fge 1 & quar
Tt g 5 &z A @ & fog A
fasre &1 @ FTERe i
g7 a1 wam feee §7 wAT
W WEA F gaa qE oy 7§
o g ? AR Wl e

Fa TR AR A A ! weEry
qE & W g &waT ¥ wH
oA v @ & 7 g gfr
W ¥ wgi a4 § afew T
Y feqma #Y q@i AT § 3 & fag
a4 &

FTHT WY Aot Y 7t garr
¢ W& s & e & A fasEre
FE 2| WM ¥ 9% SO FI
oo gra # A7 F7 Faoiy ot o faerare
gr| g OF T Uiy g1, W1 -
gifcwar 1 FA 9 faww fag gom
31 feaAl & @1 oW @ORA
W war #1 a9 &1 faeer 63
sk #1 ? fear mn, fom & @R
¥ st fr A %7 §——T€ I W=-
ar &

“Corruption in the Food Corpora-
tion knows no bounds. Even the
Maharshtra State Government paid
illegal money to FCI officials.”

gt ST FFR 59 FORAT &
sfastfcdi 1 foma 2181 OF
At 7w a1 s gTE R A i
g Ty g qgar o faeey
F UF F99 F AQ A 6w SRAT
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3 Pogdt v, Fore & TR vt
¥ o Wt AwET ¥ E,
1@ mﬁm%ﬁ%fm Ei]
&, T

“Officials in charge take bribe

varying from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30 from

every = shopkeeper. It the ghop
keeper refuses to give bribe, he is
not giver: the material.”

a7 oW ATEE, o1 G §eIT 9%,
&u famen @ fowerd oY gw
37

7g ama 3% ¢ f& gard wa-
Eeqr ¥ A qFT qIW A AT @,
HFTE IEHT ANF 1 Faer ag wrw
FC % fF ®OA w=S @ W A}
T w g 9ad, g foeg grar @@
i & A fAw ¢ fF gma
W FaT T U TE 4, o
qag  ag @197 #< fem@r v @
2

TR N AI9F A9 gufa w0
2, @ IAEA AT AT, IJeqrRA
;R & fag afferfaat &ar st
g¥i 1 frer Y & A faerar §;
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SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi-

wash): Sir, today the country is fec-
ing an oil crisis. Thig is not a natural
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«crisis, but a man-made or rather a
woman-made crisis, Already the
.country is facing an economic chaos.
The poor are becoming poorer. The
nation’s ecoriomic growth rate is al-
most near zero. Everything is in
short supply, whether it is foodgrains,
.cement, steel, oil or yarn. There is
neither efficient production nor equi-
table distribution. The only factory
which works efficiently I think, is the
Security Press at Nasik. On' import-
ed paper, they are printing paper
money which is pumped into circula-
tion, which is the major cause for in-
‘flation. )

16.18 hrs.

[Sur1 K. N. TiwARY in the Chair]

In the last one year, the wholesale
‘prices have gone up by 20 per cent.
According to the International Labour
Organisation, the prices have gone
‘up in India by 95 per cent. Go-
vernment says, we fought one war
ang fed refugees from Bangaladesh.
‘But it is against Pakistan that we
fought the war and in Pakistan the
prices have gone up only by 45 per
cent in' the last decade as against 95
per cent in India. 40 per cent of the
population of the country—22 crores
are living below the the poverty line,
earning less than Rs. 300 per annum.
This Government promised us socia-
lism in' Avadi. Later on they offered
Socialistic pattern of society. Then
they assured us that we will get de-
mocratic socialism. Now this won-
derful Government wants us to be
taken batk to buggy socialism or
bullock cart socialism, as Mr. Vajpa-
Yyee would like to call it. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru often used to say
that our people should be taken for-
ward from the bullock cart age, but
his distinguished daughter wants to
take the country back to the bullock
cart age.

The prices of petroleum products
have gone up. That has been done
through ar! ordinance. This is noth-
ing but taxation by back-door. Go-
vernment says, the companies are

KARTIKA 21, 1895 (SAKA)

Rise in Prices 326
(Adj. M.)
increasing the prices. The Organi-

sation of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries increased the price of crude oil
by 17 per cent. This means actually
the price of petrol should have gone
up by 7 paise per litre and that of
kerosene by 8 paise. But actually the
price of petrol has gone up by 107
paise and that of kerosene by 28
paise. India will have to pay, accord-
ing to the increased crude prices,
Rs. 30 crores extra. But the Govern-
ment by this measure is going to get
an annual income of Rs. 300 crores.

Again, some people think that this
steep increase in the prices of petrole-
um products is politically motivated.
It is time the Government clarify this
point. Now the elections are to take
place soon in four States, including
the biggest State of Uttar Pradesh.
Further, there is number of bye-
elections pending. The ruling party
has got enough resources for its elec-
tion campaign and people think that
it wants to put the opposition parties
at a disadvantage in the elections be-
cause the opposition parties cannot
afford to pay for so many jeeps and
other vehicles with this increased
petrol price. Otherwise, what is the
justification for increasing the price
of petrol?

Let me quote one instance. When
in January 1973 the foreign oil com-
panies increased the price of crude
oil, Shri Gokhale, the then Minister
in charge of this subject said:

“While the Government have an-
ticipated an increase of 6.8 cents
a barrel under the Tehran Agree-
ment, the demand of 23 cents by
the foreign companies was totally
unjustified.”

Now I want to know what else is it,
if it is not unjustified, when they in-
crease the price by 107 paise when the
oil companies have Increased it only
by 7 paise.

Then Government argue that this
increase is to control the use of



Rise in Prices
(Adj. M.)

[Shri G. Viswanathan]

petrol. This theory has been dis-
proved by the Prime Minister her-
self by her stunt. She came to Par-
liament House in a buggy instead of
using one car, there were three cars
preceding and following her. So,
this disproves the theory of reduc-
tion in consumption.
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What is the net result? The prices
of all items have gone up. It is not
only the rich people who are affected
by this measure. People who use
scooter or motor-cycle, apart from
those who use cars, are affected by
this. Because the cost of road trans-
port will go up, it will affect all
items including even vegetables.

If Government want to reduce
consumption they should come for-
ward with a system of rationing.
Very recently when there was a
power crisis all over the country,
most of the States fixed a quota for
electricity. Upto the quota they will
get at a reasonable price and above
the quota at a very high price. Why
could they not adopt it in the case of
petrol also?

Then, what is the O&NGC and
other organisations doing in the
matter of augmenting our own
supply? I hope the Minister in
charge will answer this question.
The O&NGC is a white elephant.
It has not done anything so far. We
had to import 16 million tonnes of
crude even though we have enough
potential in our country. Ome of
our officers has said that offshore,
in the high seas, there are one lakh
square miles where oil can be
tapped. What is the O&NGC doing
about that? For offshore drilling we
purchased a platform which could
not be used because of other things
not being ready. What is Oil India
' doing? When we have got enough
expertise, why are we not using
them to become self-sufficient in oil?

i Then, what has happened to that
wonderful  Fuel Policy Committee?
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Is it working or sleeping? What is
the result it has produced? The Com-
mijttee on Public Undertakings and the
Malaviya Committee have recommend-
ed a number of steps. Are the Gov-
emnment sleeping over those recom-
mendations? Government must get up
from the deep slumber at least now.
When there is world shortage of oil
and oil is being used as a political
weapon by some of the countries,
Government have miserably failed
both in oil exploration and in fixing
the correct prices for imported oil.
Instead of taking steps to curb the
price rise, they are themselves raising
it. Hence, I think this Government

deserve universal condemnation.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE |IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):
Mr Chairman, Sir, naturally, my
senior colleague, the Finance Minister,
will be replying to the main points
raised by hon. Members. But I thought
that I should reply to some of the
points relating to my Ministry, the
Agriculture Ministry, which have been
raised by hon. Members. I am thank-
ful to you for giving me permission
to reply to those points.

As is well-known, during the last
year, one of the important factors
which contributed to price rise was a
severe set-back in agricultural produc-
tion. I am not caying that this was
the only factor which contributed to
the price rise. There were many other
factors, monetary and fiscal. But the
most important singie factor that can-
tributed to the price rise was the
severe drought which prevailed in a
very large part of the country. There
was a severe set-back in several sec-
tors of our agricultural economy.

v Fortunately, this year, as a result cof
Government’s eflorts, favourable

nature and a number of other things,

the prospects of crops are really
very good, The main factor that con-
tributed .to the grice' rise last year 1S
no longer there.  As I look &t the
picture of crop prospects, it is too early
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to make an assessment about rabi crop
prospects but, as far as khari! crop
prospects are concerned, all cvey the
country, whether it is wheat or rice
or coarse grains or cash crops or jute
or cotton or oilseeds, uniformly, the
prospects of all these crops are good.
Perhaps, the hon. Members will charge
me with over-optimism. I would like
to give my honest assessment that
this is going to be one of the best
post-Independence years as far as
agricultural situation in the country is
concerned. I anticipate record pro-
duction of jute. The final figures will
-naturally be available a little later on.
But as far as the assessment is con-
cerned, I also expect a very good crop
of cotton. As regards oilseeds, there
were some difficulties ang the prices of
edible oils also went up and, natarally,
there was a great hardship caused to
a large section of population. Fortu-
nately, the oilseeds crop also is very
good this year. This is bound to have
some salutary effect on prices.

Already, some market arrivals have
started coming. We have tried to exa-
mine the trend of market arrivals. I
find, as compared to the same period
last year, the market arrivals are
higher by 40 per cent. This also in-
dicates that the pesition has started
gradually easing.

If we look lo the procurement side,
it is a better positicn. Of course, it
is too early to anticipate what will be
the total volume of procurement. we
have naturally fixed on the basis of
crop prospects quite a reasonable and
high target of procurement, that is, 50
lakh tonnes of rice and 16 lakh tonnes
of coarse grains. In some parts of the
country, the markst arrivals of rice
have started coming. The trend of
procurement is so encouraging that
within the last 2-3 weeks alone, as
compared to l!ast year when we had
procured only 1.6 lakh tonnes of rice,
the total procurement within the short
period has crossed 5 lakh tonnes. This
is -a very encouraging trend. This
shows -how our economy is likely to
get strength from. agricultural sector.
Unfortunately, last vear, there was a
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set-back. In this House, many un-

charitable remarks were made about
agricultural economy. Unfortunately,
in this country what happens is that
it there is a gond crop, we go to one
extreme and, if there is a bad crop,
we go to the other extreme and say
that everything is wrong with agricul-
ture. There is basically nothing wrong
with agriculture and with the basic
strategy of agricultural production, I
am not suggesting that there are no
weaknesses in agriculture. I myself
know of many weaknesses in sgricul-
ture. But as far as the basic strategy
of agricultural production is concerned,
it is a very sound one. The sirategy
of agricultural production which has
been adopted by this country with the
support and goodwill of the honour-
able House is going on very well,

My hon, friend, Shri Vajpavee, made
an assessment and he tried 1o make a
wrong assessment that, as compared
to 1966-67, the price increase has
heen steeper now. 1 contradict his
assessment on the basis of facts. This
year was altogether different. In fact,
we did mot hava liberal imports as
in the year 1066-67. It is well-known
to the House that in the yea: 1966-67,
we imported more than 10 million ton-
nes of foodgrains from outside.

This year the total imports did not
exceed more than 2.7 million tonnes.
Despite these limited imports, the price
increase has been not to that extent
as was in the years 1963-67. Unfor-
tunately human memory is very
short, and Mr. Vajpayee’s statement
would have gone uncontradicted if I
had not brought these facts to the
notice of the House. For instance, in
the year 1966, the price increase in
the case of foodgrains was 11.8 per
cent over 1965. In 1967 the price in-
crease over 1966 was 31.6 per cent. If
we make a comparative study of the
flgures of price increase in the year
1972 over 1971 and in the year 1973
over 1972, as against 11.8 per cent in
the year 1966 and 31.6 per cent in the
year 1967, we find that the price in-
crease in 1972 over 1971 had been
13,3 per cent and in 1973 over 1972
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the increase has been 19 per cent.
The overall increase in price in the
year 1972-73 has been low as com-
pared to 1966-67. It is true that we
tried to rely more on our own efforts
and we did not try to have liberal
imports under PL 480. I am not sug-
gesting that there was no hardship,
there were no difficulties, There has
been hardship, there have been diffi-
culties. But for the first time in the
history of this country, by relying on
our own efforts, on our own resources,
we tried to manage the food economy
and succeeded in helping the deficit
States to a considerable extent.

If you look into what was the total
quantity of foodgrains that were
pumped into the public distribution
system, you will find that the largest
quantity was pumped into the public
distribution system in 1973 as com-
pared to the last four or five years.
In 1972 through the public distribu-
tion system 105 million tonnes of
foodgrains were distributed and in
1978, from January upto the last
month, 8.9 million tornes have been
distributed through the public distri-
bution system. This figure would, by
December end, reach 11 million ton-
nes. This is also pot a very small
achievement because we tried to rely
on our local procurement and tried
to supply foodgrains by marginal
commercial imports.

Then a statement was made here
that the price increases which had
been made were quite unreasonable
and uncalled for., On this I would
make this very humble submission.
I have many times replied to the
queries of the hon. members when
the controversy on wheat take-over
was going on in the country and on
the floor of the House. For instance,
the procurement was not coming up
satisfactorily during the wheat sea-
son. What was the demand of the
House then? There was a near-un-
animous demand in this House that
prices of procurement must be in-
creased. In fact, arguments were ad-
vanced on the floor of the House that
the Canadian fartmers were being
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paid higher prices, the American far-
mers were being paid higher prices
and why should the Indian farmers
not be paid higher prices. Naturally
the Goverrment of India have taken
the decision to pay reasonable and
remunerative prices to our farmers.
But it cannot happen one way. If
you only increase the procurement
price and do not increase the issue
price, what would be the consequ-
ence? Again a near-unanimous de-
mand in this House was that we
should not resort to deficit financing.
Had we not increased the issue price,
what would have been the consequ-
ence, what would have been the re-
sult? Government would have had
to resort to very heavy subsidies or
Government would have been com-
pelled to resort to deficit flnancing.
They are part of the same process.
And that would not have been in the
interest of the poorer sections of the
society because that would have led
to inflationary trends.  Therefore,
what Government has done is, we
have increased the procurement pri-
ces. This has been a very good thing
done because that not only helps pro-
curement but also helps the produc-
tion. I am sure that, as far as rice
production is concerned, it has already
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‘started coming up. Even outside ex-

perts have said it. Dr. Borlough was
here and he toured some parts of our
country. Dr. Borlough is one of the
leading scientists of the world. He
has made a statement that, as far as
tice production is concerned, the
break-through in rice is coming up in
this country. He referred to our
achievements in wheat earlier but
even on rice, he said that rice pro-
duction programme of this country
13 also going on very well. There-
fore, the humble submission that I
was making is that whatever decisions
the Government have taken regard-
ing prices, I think, were just, neces-
sary and consistent with the national
interegts. I think if the Government
had not taken the decision to in-
crease the procurement price, the
Government would have failed in its
duty. The right thing has been done
but some of the Opposition Members
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and some of our colleagues here warnt
to blame the Government for dving
the right thing,

Another point that was raised was
that the increase in the issue price is
not in proportion to the increase in
the procurement price. That again
is rot a very correct statement. Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee made a state-
ment that some State Governments
procured foodgrains at a higher pri-
ce. The Governments of Kerala and
Maharashtra procured some grain for
local distribution at a higher price
and distributed it at a higher price.
It has nothing to do with the Gov-
ernment of India price. As far as
the Government of India is concern-
ed, we procure at a uniform price
throughout the country. There were
some disparities in the past but the
Government of India have now ac-
cepted the position that we must pro-
cure the foodgrains at a particular
level of prices. Now, the procure-
‘ment prices are more or less uniform
throughout the country. Even the
issue price, whether of rice or of
coarse grains are uniform.

As far as the price rise is concern-
ed, I may make 5 humble submission
for the information of the hon. Mem-
bers. The amount of subsidy which
was involved in the issue of rice
through the public distribution sys-
tem was only very marginal in the
past. Now because of the new deci-
sion, a subsidy of Rs. 4 a quintal
would be involved. Then other fac-
tors will have to be taken into con-
sideration. For instance, we are pur-
chasing wheat in the country at
Rs. 76 and issue wheat to the State
Governments at Rs. 78. But what has
happened now? In this internation-
al market, the entire picture or the
prospects of price levels have chang-
ed. The price level per tonne of
wheat was 55 dollars a tonne in the
month of April-June 1972. In the in-
ternational market to-day the prices
of wheat are anywhere between 180
to 190 dollars. Once it even went
upto 214 dollars....
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: But what
about their per capita income?
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P, SHINDE:
I am referring to the fact that we
were purchasing wheat and food-
grains at .a much higher price in the
international market. Now, the wheat
of which the landed cost would have
been Rs, 160 to 170, to give it to the
State Governmerts at Rs. 78 would
have meant a very heavy amount of
subsidy and resqrt to deficit financing
which again would have led to a dis-
tortion in the economy. Therefore,
all the decisions the Government have
taken were taken after taking into
consideration all these factors.

Therefore, as far as the food and
agricultural economy is concerned, I
have already made a statement ear-
lier in the House to-day in which I
had given the Government’s assess-
ment. Not only, as I said earlier, this
year is going to be one of the good
years for agriculture; agriculture, as
I anticipate, is going to be one of the
very important factors which may
provide a considerable strength to
our economy.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA
(Begusarai): The very fact that the
Hlouse has been greeted on the very
first day with an adjournment mo-
tion—for the last one year, this has
beer: the case—shows the gravity of
the situation. In no country in the
world would the Parliament have
been greeted on the first day of every
session for more than a year with an
adjournment motion.

What does this adjournment mo-
tion indicate? It is the volee of the
56 per cent of the people of India and
the adjournment motion is the voice
of censure of the 56 per cent people
of India on the Government. This
point must never be lost on the Gov-
ernment, but the Government is so im-
pervious and thick-gkinned and What.
not, to the needs of the people that it
would not care.
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SHR!I SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
So the percentage must be mun_h
more now as hon. Member, Shri Vaj-
payee says.

Why 18 the economic situation @o
grave imn this country? The reason
is clear enough, that there has been
a thorough mismanagement of the
economy of everything else. There
is no sense of responsibility, as it were,
in running the economy of this coun-
try. We have almost g run-away
inflation. In no other country of the
world except perhaps a few countries
like Chile where we find a peculiar
kind of turmoil prevailing at the pre-
sent moment of prices ncreased by
24 per cent or so during the course
of a year. We are on way to similar
kind of economic development, I am
not suggesting any ominous develop-
ment of the other kind. But 1 know
that the Prime Minister had been ir-
respotisiole enough {o sav to her own
AICC that there might be an attempt
to do Allende to her. She has becn
most irresponsible in her statement
1 must take this opportunity to say

50,

Recently, the Minister of State for
Defenice Mr. V. C. Shukla went to
Bombay and he said that when
what wos taken over, there was an
atternnt to living about a Children type
of cuap in this couniry. This is the
king «f fantasy they indulge in.
Would the Prime Minister deny hav-
ing said that she had apprehended
the same kind of coup in this
counf1y? And, therefore, I say that
in no country of the world would
the Piime Minister have made such
an irresponsible statement as Shn-
mati Indira Gandhi has made. What
she had said was doing injustice to
the prople of the country, doing in-
justice to the traditions of thig count-
ry.

I think I bave all the conventions
with ms when 1 demand that any
honourable Finance Minister should
resign in the circumstances which
prevail in our country. These cir-
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cumstances are the handiwork of the
Finance Minister; they are the handi~
work of the Government, not the
handiwork of the opposition. These
circumstances have not been
brought about, as the Prime
Minister has been trying to tell the
country, because of the drought and
the Indo-Pak war and so on. Indeed,
the situation had been aggravated be-
cause of the drought, because of the
Indo-Pak war, but it had not been
brought about by these factors. That
had been clearly established by some
of the honourable previous speakers.
So, I say, any honourable Finance
Mimister would have resigned in the
given situation. And my houn, triend
Shri Vajpayee was right in drawing
the atteniion of the honourabie Fin-
ance Minister to the remark of the
Prime Mimister that the country
needed a finance wizard. The hon.
Finance Minister was putting up a
long face all the time, 1 don’t know
why. Maybe, because of the ccono-
mic situation as a whole, maybe he
was trying to reflect the miseries of
the country as a result of the price
situation. But I think he was also
ruminating over the remark made by
the Prame Mimster that this country
needs a financial wizard, Later on
the Prime Minister amplified the re-
mark by saying that what she meant
was the world situation. I would ask
Mrs. Gandhi to worry more about
this country than about the world si-
tuation. What happens to the world
one does not know, what happens to
this country, we know.

8ir, we are not trying to make any
political capital out of it. I met a
barber the other day who was earning
not less than 10 to 12 rupees a day.
He told me with a great pathos in his
voice and agony In his face; ‘Mishraji,
1 wouid be happy if my children died,
for, 1 cannotl look after them well In
the present difficult conditions.’

Recently, when I went to Bihar,
1 heard a tragic slory of a Dersom, a
young worker of Jamalpur. He was
complaining to his friends about the
great burden he was bearing oh ac-
count of his parents lving with him.
He wished if he were bitten by a
snake, he would be a happier person,
And only twenty yards away from
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there he was later actually bitten by
a snake and he fell dead! This is the
kind of situation that the country is
facing at the moment. As representa-
tives of the people we are bound to
highlight those difficulties which our
people are facing. Let it not be
said by complacent members on the
other) side that this is because we
want to make a political capital out
of it. Let them be thinkful that at
least there is a set of people who can
speak for the people when they have
got no guts or courage to stand up
and speak for them.

Mr, Chairman, our Prime Minister
has been saying many interesting
things about prices and also doing
many interesting things about
prices. She has been saying that
this wonderful phenomenon of price
rise prevails all over the world, and
so we are almost a partner in the
world tragedy, and if we did not do
that, perhaps we would have been less
democratic.

This is what the Prime Minister
says, but she has also been doing many
interesting things. Now this buggy
ride has been mentioned by every hon.
Member. On this I came out with
a limerick the other day and I said—
shortage of petrol—Victoria  real
ls{h<1>rtage of cloth—Shakuntala in Bal-

al!

The remedy is plain why do you
complain? This is the remedy which
the Prime Minister would probably
suggest. But we would not like to
deal with all the interesting things
?hatl the Prime Minister has been say-
ing or doing. Let them be observed by
all-wise Finance Ministers we have.
The only limited point that I
want to make is this that the Prime
Minister has been doing exactly the
things. .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Mishra, your
time is up. You were given only flve
minutes. I am giving you 10 more
minutes,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
There are not many speakers on this
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side. How would you expect me to
finish it within' this time?

MR. CHAIRMAN: I do not know
that. You should flnish it within the
limited time.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
The Government and the Prime Mi-
nister have been doing things which
are exactly at variance with what she
has been saying. And therefore, the
prices of all those things which are
under the control of the Government
have been raised one after another.
The price of milk has been raised;
the prices of rice and wheat have been
increased. A few minutes before Mr.
Shinde was saying that if this issue
price had not been raised, then the
demand of the hon. Members of the
Opposition that the procurement
price should also be raised would not
have been met. So we were probab-
ly not being quite sincere about it.
But may I say that he himself has,
been saying that there is so much of
corruption in the operations of the
FCI And then we find there
is such a vast difference between the
cost of operation of the F.CI. and
the private sector, 9 to 10 per cent
to 30 per cent in' the F.CI. Could
this not be lowered? If the Opposition
were right, why did you bring this
country to this pass? Why did you
not give a higher procurement
price  earlier? If there . had
been higher procurement price in the
country, then we would not have had
to pay $ 160 as against 85 dollars
per bushel of wheat. You should have

heeded the advice of the Opposi-
tion at that time. But the Govern-
ment did not do that.

Now there has béen  price
rise in petrol and kerosene oil.

Kerosene is consumed by the vast
millions of people of our country and
this price rise affects them very
much. The raising of the price of pet-
rol has been done mostly because of
electoral considerations. The elections
being in the offing, the price of petrol
has been raised by 60 per cent. it

"means that the other political parties
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which do not have an unlimited hold
on black money will not be able to use
jeeps and motor-cars for election pur-
poses. That is precisely one of the
intentions behind the raising of price
of petrol.

1f Government wanted that the con-
sumption of petrol should be curbed,
the only just and straight course was
to have taken to rationing. Why did
they not take to rationing for the pur-
pose? Because they did not want the
other political parties to be put oh a
par with the ruling party which is
the greatest master of black money,
because with rationing the other poli-
tical parties also would have got the
same quantity of petrol.

We are also bound to ask why did
Government not try to find out oil
from the sea-bottom as was envisag-
ed in 1966. If there had been a ten-
tative kind of agreement with TEN-
NACO ir. 19668, we would have been
able to get oil from the sea-bottom.
Government, however, wanted the
Soviet technology to be brought into
this country. What do We find now?
The USSR Government themselves
have entered into an agreement with
the United States for oil technology.
This Government would always imi-
tate the Soviet Union. So, if they had
not entered into this agreement for oil
technology, they owe an explanation

to us in this regard.

Petrol consumption cannot be curb-
.ed by these measures taken by Gov-
ernment, because 50 per cent of the
_consumption is by Government tru‘u-
port, and then there are people With
black money who can always have as
much petrol as they like. So, this is
not the way to bring about a curb on
consumption. Clearly Government do
not sound convincing when they come
forward with the please that they
have been trotting out.

‘What are the prospects in store for
us? They are not very hopeful. The
_dearness allowance has been raised du-

ring the course of five months,
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three times, and that may have its
full impact during the course of the
next year, when we would require
additional resources of the order of
Rs, 240 crores or so.

What Shri D. P. Dhar, the hon. Mi-
nister of Planning said the other day,
and which as widely reported in the
newspapers, namely that Government
would not take to deficit financing
during the course of the first two
years of the Fifth Plan was complete-
ly wrong. For they cannot bridge
fhe budgetary deficit if they go on
increasing in this manner.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the hon.
Member should conclude,

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM
I have a submission to make. Every
party is exceeding its time. I hope
that it is not at the cost of Indepen-
dents like us. I hope you will look
after orphans like us.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the hon.
Member should conclude. I have al-
ready given him fifteen minutes.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
I shall finish in two or three minutes.
1 shall finish very soon. Just as Gov-
ernment have been making a mockery
of the whole thing about prices, you
want to make a mockery of the de-
bate on prices? That does not look
nice....

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is very un-
charitable. I have given him fifteen
minutes whereas he was entitled only
to five minutes. I would not give him
any more time. Now, Shri Unni-
krishnan.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Do you think that we can do justice
to the subject in such a short time?..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, he must
conclude, I shall pot give him any
more time.

SHRI. SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
So I shall have to conclude my
speech,

Just consider the kind of situation

which we are facing, and yet you
would not allow a full debate to take

place. ;

Nt -
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(Srinagar):

- -
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Then, there is the frightful picture
that Government have raised the pri-
ces of those commodities which will
have a multiplier effect. The price of
steel has been raised and that will
have a multiplier effect. Similarly,
there are some other things, but time
would not permit me to go into them.
The cost of transport has been raised.
It will have a multiplier effect. No
government in the given situation
would have taken recourse to this kind
of thing.
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Then I am also quite sure in my
mind that the rabi prospects are not
going to be that good as the Govern-
ment has been painting, because
there is deflnitely going to be short-
age of power and shortage of ferti-
liser.

Lastly, a few question and the imp-
lled remedies. Is the Government pre-
pared to see that all the necessary
commodities ‘would be available to
the people, the common masses, at
reasonable prices through its public
distribution system? Secondly, is Gov-
ernment prepared to tell Parliament
that there would prevail a relationship
between revenues and advances from
the Central Government? There is, in
fact no relationship between govern-
ment revenue and the advances
obtained from the R.B.I. Then
again, the country must know whether
the central bank of the country, the
Reserve Bank of India, thinks in terms
of establishing a correlation between
national output and money supply.
Parliament, as my hon. friend, Shri
Vajpayee, suggested, must be brougnt
into the picture,

Then the Government must also tell
us what exactly is in its mind
when it speaks in broad strokes
about increase in production. General
increase in production may not bring
about the required situation in the
country because every increase in
production increases demands of raw
materials and so on. So the Gov-
ernment must be very clear and un-
equivocal about it that it is only pro-
duction of the necessary goods that
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it would try to bring about and it is
not general production, because gene-
ral production creates its own de-
mands.

Then Government should also tell
us why it is hesitating to demonetise
the hundred rupee notes. The
hundred rupee notes constitute
54 per cent of the notes in circula-
tion. Why did the Government allow
the one hundred rupee notes to be
that preponderant in our note circu-
lation? Earlier, there used to be a sort
of parity between the ten rupee notes
and the hundred rupee notes . Now
that has been changed and the
hundred rupee notes are of the
order of 52 per cent and the ten
rupee notes of the order of 32 per
cent. Why did Government allow
thig situation to prevail? And it it
allowed it to prevail, why is Govern-:
ment not prepared to domonetise the
hundred rupee notes now? If it is not
doing that, the conclusion is clear that
Government has the command of
the hundred rupee notes more than
any black-marketeer.

SHRI K. P. UNNIKRISHNAN
(Badagara): Mr. Chairman, though I
am firmly opposed to this Motion, I
should have welcomed the opport-
tunity afforded by this Motion to take
a look at our economic landscape and
find out the salient features thereof.
But I had not imagined that I would
have to join issues with my distin-
guished friend. Prof. Shyamnandan
Mishra, who said not only many
wrong things but, I am sorry to say,
many disgustingly shameful things
here like defending the butchers of
democracy and socialism in chile,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
You have done many shameful things
in your party.

SHRI K. P. UNNIKRISHNAN: 1
should have thought that he would
have defended the parliamentary in-
gtitutions. Instead, he had gone on
to challenge my Prime Minister for
defending the cause of democracy and
socialism (Interruptions). I do not
yield. The least I can say is that it
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is a disgustingly shameful perform-
ance for a man who has had some
innings of a parliamentary life a long
record of presence in this House, and
who, I thought, knew better.

I do not want to enter into his
new arithmetic on democracy and
electoral representation by which he
claims to represent 57 or 58 per
cent of the people, whereas the 350
of us, who sit on this side represent
only 30 or 40 per cent? I would leave
that waste to him because as my
friend, Shri Shamim, remarked, it is
their business to distort. That is ex-
actly what has been going on here. It
i3 their business to distort, and I
must say they are doing it well.

Nobody in this House, certainly not
the Prime Minister, certainly not any
other Minister, or the spokesmen of
my party, nobody had said that the
situation is not critical; that the situ-
ation is not something which does not
warrant immediate and compelling
attention. (Interruptions). There is
indeed a lot of hardship among the
people, and if the hon. Members on
the other side, the Opposition, are
conscious of it, we are also conscious
of it. We also work among the
people, and we have come here with
their mandate and we have come here
with their support.

. SHRI PILOO MODY: But you do
not feel the financial pinch!

SHRI K. P. TUNNIKRISHNAN:
‘There is no doubt that there is a de-
termined bid on their part to use the
present economic situation not only
for political profiteering, but I would
say, political blackmail. This is not
what was expected. After all, what
do we want to do in  this country?
“That is the basic question to which we
should address ourselves in this
House; not the incoherent, frustrated
criticism that has come up.

I was surprised that throughout
this debate, as well as outside, dur-
ing the last few weeks, there has been
no alternative framework of econo-
mic policies or measures posed before
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the country. The entire stand of the
Opposition, whether it be the right or
the left, is riddled with contradict-
ions. Take the question of food im-
ports; during the days when we had
to import food, and we still have to,
it was suggested that our farmers are
being cheated. If I remember aright,
Prof. Shyamnandan Mishra, himself
stated, “Why not pay more?” Yes.
SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
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Why did you not do that? (Inter-
ruptions).
SHRI K. P. UNNIKRISHNAN:

When the procurement prices are rais-
ed by 30 to 32 per cent automatical~
1y what follows is the issue price had
also to be raised. Then we are told,
“you have raised the issue price.” I
would like to pose this question be-
fore this House: what was the alter-
native to raising the issue price? Was
it deficit financing? Would that have
checked or stopped the price spiral?
Would that have stopped the alarm-
ing rate at which the prices have
been going up or it would have fur-
ther aggravated it? I do not under-
stand this logic. But all these con-
tradictions have been packed into
the arguments of my friends on the
other side.

There has been a lot of talk about
black money. When an attempt is
made for the equalisation of the price
of kerosene and diesel, when an at-
tempt is made in the steel policy, to
have a dual price policy, when there
is a price hike in the petroleum pro-
ducts, it is said that it will generate
black money! I have not been able
to understand this argument. (Inter-
ruptions) ... . Who is afraid of this
petroleum  products price rise? I
would like to pose this question. Who
is afraid of the petroleum price rise?
Tt is the 5,00,000 automobile-owners
on whom you are depending today
for your support. I welcome the
courage of this Government, of Shri
Devkant Borooah, who has gone into
attack, to hurt the consumption pat-
tern of a section of the elite. They
will have to be attacked. I am not
here to apologise. I shall defend it
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and I would say that this is the first
courageous act of the Government to
deliberately curtail the consumption of
an overgrown elite and open a new
leaf in the economic policy. I hope
that this courage will remain and also
courage not only to hurt but to attack
the privileged few who have not only
the automobiles but who have also
various other privileges, and to change
the elitist consumption pattern of the
top 10 per cent of the population for
whom you want economic develop-
ment and for whom you want all the
privileges, concessions and opportuni-
ties.

If their opposition was only about
.the kerosene price, I could have un-
“derstood it. It could have been justi-
fied. But that is not so. I do not
know how Shri Vajpayee came here
today, whether in a bullock cart
followed by cycles. It is a welcome
change. Certainly the 5,00,000 car
owners are not below the poverty
line and I ghall pot defend them.

17 hrs.

SHRI PILOO MODY: How did you
come to Parliament?

SHRI K. P. UNNIKRISHNAN: I
would also say that kerosene is not
the basic cooking fue] of the rural
people  Yet there are herd:hips and
I hope those hariships wil ke remov-
ed. The price differential between
kerosene ang liesel was, i I remem-
ber right, about 40 per cent and that
was the real source of black-money.
The consequence of this policy is to
attack black-money. There has been
a talk about petrol rationing. I differ
from even my friends here on this
side. We must have a proper regula-
tory framework. I want this frame-
work to be used for effective distribu-
tion of foodgrains and we must use
our administrative capabilities for hav-
ing a regulatory framework in the
States to make a success of the whole-
Sale procurement and distribution of
fopdg'rains before we attempt to deal
with items whose consumption is res-
tricted to a select few and a marginal
Section of our population. The Fin-
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ance Minijster’s task has been made
easier.

I think this levy will fetch the
Government about Rs. 200 crores or so
in excise duty. It will also help to
raige resources, This is a step in the
right direction. If you want the plan
to succeed and to go ahead with the
larger socio-economic goals set before
us, thig sort of hary decisions are
necessary and there is no question of
soft options or running away from
them. If we try to run away, we
would land ourselves in a situation
which will endang2r even our freedomn
and integrity,

My friend Mr. A P. Sharma referred
to the question of sirikes. T said that
there was a new labour aristocracy
coming up in this country. I said so
sometime ago and at that time my
distinguished friend Mr Indrajit Gupta,
who is not here, today, publicly and
my deputy leader, Sharma. privately
joined issue with me. Even at the risk
of unpopularity, I would again say and
repeat that a labour aristocracy has
developed in this country. They are
misleading the working class and mak-
ing the working class the enemies of
socialism! They are, in fact, fighting
against the real working class inte-
rests. It is to this aspect of the situa-
tion that our Prime Minister referred
to yesterday in our party meeting.
While welcoming this, I would earne-
stly appeal to my friends that they
should have a new approach and a
new orientation to the labour policy
is called for and this can only be done
if the leaders of the working class
take courage in their hands and say
that enough is enough. In my State at-
least Mr. Mohd, Koya will agree with
me, these is a new awareness against
wild cat strikes and against such wild
approaches even among people belong-
ing to the party to which Mr. S. M.
Banerjee belongs. Mr. Banerjee
spoke so eloquently in their
defence. The basic problem is to step
up domestic savings and increase our
rate of resource mobilisation. The
increase in procurement prices will
put into the rural pockets atleast
Rs. 300 crores, I guess. It that 18
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so, I do not see any reason why- the
Raj Committee’s recommendations
which, I think, are lying somewhere
in the shelves of the Finance Minis-
try, could not be given effect to. The
Fifth Finance Commission’s recom-
mendations will put a lot of morey
in the hands of the States, who are
unwilling to undertake petrol ration-
ing, whe are unwilling to implement
a rational procurement and distribu-
tion system and, who are practically
unwilling to do many things which
the Centre wants them to do. I
would certainly not want them to
squander away this money which is
going to be put in their pockets. All
this calls for larger fiscal discipline,
discipline among all sectiong of people,
so that there can be an effort at re-
construction of our society and achie-
vement of our larger social goails. This
cannot be done by distributing licences
to breweries and distilleries fcr
which, I understand, about 250 licen-
ces have been given or for cosmetics
and allowing . multi-national compa-
nies to enter into the fleld and in
such soft areas of growth, or allow-
ing a section of labour to indulge in
blackmail, particularly the middle-
class unions.

I hope a collective effort would be
made. I would earnestly appeal tr
my friends on the other side to join
us in this great mission so that we
can save not only our economy but
also the freedom and integrity of our
country.

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): Sir,
when I hear speeches like the one I
just heard, I begin to wonder whose
head it was, whose tongue he was
using and what phraseology came out.
This was further complicated by the
fact that he was talking in English.
Finally, when he mentioncd “my Prime
Minister” we all got confused because
we did not know whom he was refer-
ring to. An adjournment motion is a
censure motion and I take it that this
House is trying to censure the Gov-
ernment for its failings. We know in
this country the Government is Shri-
mati Indira Gandhi and therefore I
cannot work up the enthusiasm that

347

NOVEMBER 12, 1973

Rise in Prices 348

(Adj. M.)
I would have in censuring Mrs,
Gandhi if she is not here

Every time I am about to attack the
Government, I find Mr. Chavan at the-
receiving end. He turns round and
asks, “what have you got against me?”"
Does he not understand that I attack
him only by proxy? Therefore, it he-
will convey my thoughts to where they
should reach, I will proceed.

17.07 hrs.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair

v In the last session, three or four
times we have discussed the same pro-
blem of rising prices. We have to dis-
cuss it because the prices go on increas-
ing-from week to week, from day to
ddy.: My friend, Mr. Bhagat made a
valiant effort to justify the statement
which the Prime Minister made about
‘our having turned the corner and

things beginning to look up etc, for

which he quoted a document which he

dared not reveal the source of—I hap-
pen to know it but 1 would not tell
you. The Prime Minister, out of
necessity, has to make many state-
ments in the course of the day and if
Mr. Bhagat were to start justitying

every statement that the Prime Minis-
ter made, not all the dictionaries, not
all the words of the English language,

would be sufficient to make out a cre-
dible argument. We have discussed

price rise but nothing has passed into
the heads of the Government which
will make it even remotely possible for
this Government either to stabilise or
to decrease the prices anywhere inr
the foreseeable future. I keep on try-
ing to tell Shri Chavan, these are the
things he has to do, though he does
not understand or he is not in a posi-

tion to implement what I am suggest

ing to him. I even break the very
rigid code and send an article to the
Prime Minister, hoping that she would
take the time to read it. But since it
had nothing to do with UP, I doubt
whether the article was at all read.

Therefore. I will give my advice this

time in staccato fashion.

The first thing you have to do is to
save. How can you save? You can
save by cutting down administrative
expenses. You can save by closing
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down non-productive schemes. You
can save by cutting out projects where
you are not succeeding either because
of shortage of raw materials or manage-
ment or other technological deficien-
cies. These are luxuries you cannot
afford and you have to cut them out;
you have to leave them for some
future generation. You must get rid
of all the superfluoug staff all around
you, particularly the security staff
which seems to be multiplying in geo-
metrical progression. Now a horse
needs three cars full of security
guards and a machine gun to protect.
I think these notions of security have
to be reduced.

The second thing is produce. Pro-
duction means that you have to re-
move restrictions from those that can
produce. My friend, Shri Unm-
krishnan might think that he is a
producer. He is not; he is a consumer
and, therefore, a parasite on society.
Therefore, those who can produce
have to encouraged; they have to be

patted on the back. Because, if they '

do not do it you cannot do it. Then
who isg going to produce? Talking of
production, you ask Professor V.K.R.V,
Rao to write a paper on production.
Why do you not ask me to write a
paper on socialism? The two things
are foreign Therefore, you have to
learn to produce.

Where is my friend, Shri Subra-
maniam, who all on a sudden woke up
to the fact that the licensing proce-
dure has to be streamlined? We have
been shouting about it for the last
decade. Still, Shri Subramaniam
woke up to this only last night and he
is yet to take those steps. The Plan-
ning Commission says “produce”, the
Prime Minister says “produce” and
the Cabinet says ‘“produce”, every-
body says “produce” and yet the
streamlining of the licensing procedure
is still waiting reflnement God knows
when it will ever be done.

SHRI DINESH SINGH (Partapgarh):

I thought you had suggested some pro-
cedure.

2060 L.S—13.
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SHRI PILOO MODY: I do not sug-
gest procedures. I suggest elimination,
which is the next point. I am glad
you brought me to that.

Since this whole thing is in any case
an impediment, what you really have
to do is to delicence. What are you
afraid of? Why do you want these
licences? Why do you want the power
in your hands todeny, to make and
break? So, I suspect mala fide there
Because, when this country is so
hungry for production, when anybody
wants to produce we should encour-
age him to produce irrespective of
what he wants to produce. But over
here we have employed two lakhs of
people whose only job from morning
to night is to say “No” or rather “neit”
Whether it is a proposal for sctting
an industry, importing or exporting
something, or engaging is some other
productive economic activity, the an-
swer is always “no”. Then, of course,
there are ways and means of getting
around that “no” and each time money
passes hands, and this is what makes
them all happy. The only thing that
makes them happy is the money that
falls into their pockets and that is
why we have this licensing system.

The next point is that there should
be no waste. How are we not going
to waste? Here I will have to talk
about the public sector, which is the
sacred cow for people on this side as
wel] as that side of the House. No
matter how uneconomical a project,
no matter how badly bungled, no
matter how inefficiently managed, no
matter how much plunder takes place
there, they want the public sector not
to be touched. It is very clear from
the figures that for every Rs. 100 you
have spent on the public sector the
value of money that you get is only
Rs. 56. Out of that Rs. 56 if you take
out production in terms of capitalisa-
tion. it will come to something like
40 per cent efficiency. If you want the
luxury of a public sector in order to
satisfy your ego and dogmas, by all
means, you do it. But at the same
time, don’t cry about the poor, that
they are suffering, that they are bleed-
ing.. You are responsible for it. And
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as a man, you should accept that res-
ponsibility.
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Behave and be sensible. It means,
no deficit financing. No matter how
many demands on you, no deficit
financing. Forget it. You are just not
capable of sustaining any more. Even
on the note that you print, you lose
foreign exchange because they
are printed on imported paper.
Therefore, no. deficit financing. Do
you have the courage? It requires
courage because drastic cut in taxa-
tion is required. You have to cut
taxes, both direct and indirect, and
eliminate all indirect taxes on items
that contribute to the poor man’s
bread basket. Do you have the
courage to do that, the will to do that?
No. Why do you talk about wanting
to control prices? You cannot do it.
You have a history of 26 years of
bravado, 26 years of mis-direction.
You are not going to wash it away.
Are you prepared to raised the exemp-
tion limit to Rs. 12,0007 No. Because
you lose a few pennies. You are so
panicky that you are afraid of losing
even those few pennies

Be realistic. Float the rupee in a
real sense. How can it help you inside
the country? It will only help those
who’ want to import and reward those
who want to export. You want to en-
couragge exports instead of which you
punish the exporter who goes around
and finds market for you by asking
him to sell to you 12 rupee dollar for
71/2 rupees and you reward a person
to whom you give a licence and give 12
rupee dollar for 7 1/2 rupees. Does
this make sense?

Have a goal. The rural economy
of this country needs revival. It has
been ground to the dust. There is no
economic viability there. This needs
to take a balance of whatever you
have in hand, after you have gone
through the drill, and put that into
rural economy. I can give you some
ideas: road, public transport, rail-
ways, rural electrification, agro-indus-
tries, afforeéstation, minor irrigation,
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contour bunding, terracing, drainage,
water conservation, etc. Every dis-
trict in this country must have a
water conservation plan. These are
the activities you should go in for.
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Ultimately, think of the future.
You can build your nation only
through education. The Education
budget needs not only to be doubled
or trebled or quardrupled but any
amount of money that you spend on
education is money well-invested—
not merely well-spent but well-in-
vested. It is these people who work
with their mind that will ultimately
produce the goods that you cannot
do on your own today.

My last question to you is: Will
you do any of these things? My ans-
wer is ‘No’. Can you do anything?
No. Therefore, the conclusion that I
had drawn last time which is inevita-
ble today is that you are unfit to
govern and you must hand over this
Government to me.

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI D. K.
BOROOAH): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will
confine myself to the very limited
subject of the rise in prices of petro-
leum products. The prices of petro-
leum products have to be increased
because of increase in crude oil
prices. Ever since 1970 when the
price of crude oil was 128 cents per
barrel, there has been a rise in the
price of crude oil, but in the last six
months, that rise has been precipit-
ous. In February this year it was
206 cents, 2 dollar and 6 cents, per
barrel. Today it is 386 cents, 3 dol-
lars and 86 cents, per barrel. So, the
result has been that we have to buy
crude at a much higher price and,
therefore, utilise more foreign ex-
change than what we used to earlier.
In fact, last year, our foreign ex-
change requirement for import of
crude oil was about Rs. 200 crores,
and this year it is going up to Rs. 500
crores. Ours is a poor country and
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much more go in foreign exchange.
Therefore, we have now to take stock
of the situation and think whether
we can continue to buy crude at in-
creased price and in increased quan-
tities because according to the Plan,
there has been an increase in con-
sumption of petroleum products in
this country every year which will
rise, by 1978, if the Plan goes
through, to about 43 million tonnes.
As it is, we are now using 22 million
tonnes.

In addition to that, there was also
the problem of availability of crude
because the crude that we buy is
from western Asia and mostly from
the Arab countries and Iraq. All
these countries have organized them-
selves and decided that they would
ask for a higher price for what they
consider to be a wasting asset. There-
fore, they have been increasing the
price almost unilaterally now. For-
merly the companies and the Govern.
ment used to decide about price bila-
terally. But now all the countries, all
the Arab countries separately and
all the oil-producing countries joint-
ly, have decided that they will de-
cide unilaterally. In fact, on the 16th
Oc.tober, they decided to increase the
prices by one dollar and on 16th
morning it was 265 cents per barrel.
On 17th morning it was 365 cents per
barrel. Since then, there has been
another hike and it has gone up, as I
said earlier, to 386 cents per barrel
for light Arabian crude which is a

standard crude. . There are other
crudes also the prices of which are
‘higher. Thereore, this is a hard

rgality which we have to face. Mr.
PIIOP 'Mody said that we should be
realistic. In thijs matter we have to
be realistic. Here we have only hard
‘options because it is a hard reality. .

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contoi): I
Wwant to know whether, as a result of
Arab-Israeli war, they have raised it
85 a measure of political pressure.
There is a contradiction from the Arab
States that they had used that politi-
cal pressure against India. Whether
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it was on account of political pressure
against India or it was for their own
reasons that the price has been in-
creased, should be made clear.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: The Arabs
have never said that the price in-
crease has any connection with poli-
tical pressure. What they have said
is that they would cut down the sup-
ply to those countries which were
unfriendly to them. There was some
newspaper report, some apprehension
in our mind, that Saudi Arabia was
cutting down the supplies to us. But
it proved to be wrong because His
Majesty King Faisel himself passed
orders that supplies to India would
continue and they would not be re-
duced under any circumstances. So
far as price is concerned, they are
charging the same price from all
countries. Even some of the Arab
countries also buy. The price is the
same for all the countries. Now,
this is the price we have to pay. But
there is one good thing about it. Be-
cause of our friendship with the Arah
countries, our supplies remain un-
abated whereas except UK. and
France, Europe is suffering from a
cut, America itself is suffering from a
cut of 18 per cent, Japan is suffering
from a cut and Japan is entirely de-
pendent for its industry on oil. But
India has been spared because of our
friendship with the Arabs. There-
fore, the price has to be paid because
they feel that it is a wasting asset for
them. As a'wasting asset, they may
ask the price they wdnt. Therefore,
the price has been raised for every-
body and we have to pay the price.
Unfortunately, for a poor country like
ours, we must consider whether we
could pay for it on an increasing rate
as well as on- increasing quantities.
Therefore, we have decided that time
has come for us to consider how to
\at least halt this increase in the con-
sumption of petroleum products...
(Interruptions) If Prof Samar Guha
were less emphatic, he would have
been more effective. ... (Interruptions).
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This price rise is not a new thing.
It was accepted as early as 1970 or
even earlier by Shantilal Shah Com-
mittee that the price of the crude oil
will be reflected in the prices of the
petroleum products and the formula
was that an increase of 10 cents per
barrel would reflect a 4 per cent rise
in the price of petroleum products.
On that basis, there has to be a price
hike and we have done it on two
occasions, as you know. But this
time, our problem was a little diffe-
xent. The prices have gone up.
Therefore, we could not afford to buy.
Therefore, we have to cut our
consumption.
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There are potroleum products used
for different purposes. Broadly one
type of petroleum products are used
for agriculture and development pur-
poses. Fuel oil, diesel o0il and light
diesel oil—these three items are used
for agriculture ang industrial develop-
ment purposes. Fuel oil runs many of
our power plants and if 'we increase the
price of fuel oil substantijally, then
power generation will be more expen-
sive. Regarding diesel oil, to-day in
this country about 90 per cent of the
road transport, whether it is bus or
truck, is by diesel. Therefore, if we
increase the price of diesel, then trans-
port will be more expensive, both for
truck as well as for buses. Then
40 per cent of the diesel oil is used by
agriculturists for tractors as also for
pumps and also for threshers. There-
fore, we thought that we must not
increase the price as far as we can, for
diesel.

Similarly, Light Diesel oil is used for
pumps and for different types of indus-
trial and agricultural activity. There
_are two items which are used for per-
sonal consumption. One s kerosene
and the other is petrol..

AN HON. MEMBER: What about
LPG?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: Gas forms
a very small part. So far as kerosene
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is concerned, it is very interesting that
we produce now about 3 million tonnes
of kerosene and we import about
800,000 tonnes of kerosene—600,000
tonnes from Russia ang 200,000 tonnes
from different countries. Now, the
prices of all petroleum products have
gone up. Nonetheless we have found
that more than one-third—40—45 per
cent—according to the studies and
reports poth by official bodies ag well
as by learned bodies like National
Council of Applied Economic Research,
which have gone into this question.
All these aspects have been gone into
carefully and we came to the conclu-
sion that 40 to 45 per cent of kerosene
is adulterated. It is mixed with diesel
oil because they belong to the middle
distillates group. The differential bet-
ween the price of kerosene and diesel
is 20 paise. So it is profitable to con-
vert kerosene into diesel and charge
a higher price. So, this is really one
of these items which generates black
money in the country. One-third of
kerosene is no longer the element of
lighting for the poor man, it is also the
cooking fuel element for large number
of middle classes in the urban areas of
the country. There has been a study
made. Greater Bombay alone con-
sumes 15 per cent of the entire kero-
sene production of India, as cooking
fuel. The landless labourer in the
countryside is worse off than the urban
man in the country and there is no
doubt about it. So, what happened
was this. One-third of the kerosene
was going to the urban areas. One-
third was going to diesel ang adultera-
tion and only one-third was available
for the rural areas. So we decided this
that there must be equalisation of the
price of diesel and kerosene. We
pronght down the price of dieset
slightly ang we also raised the price
ot kerosene and brought it to a point
of equalisation. When the price is the
same there will be no incentive for
anybody for adulterating kerosene with
diegel oil. 5.5 million tonnes of kero-
sene will be available for the country-
gide, for the rural areas from Whick
vast majority of our Members come.
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So far as petrol is concerned, there
are 5.40 lakhs of cars in thig country
and about 70,000 taxis. I agree, the
increase in the price of petrol will
certainly hit many of these people.
Out of 5.40 lakhs of cars slightly less
than half would be in the public sector
or companies sector or even Govern-
ment sector. So the number of people
who will be directly hit would be about
2% lakhs.

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM. The company
people will charge from the consumer.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: My esteem-
ed colleague the Finance Minister will
take care of that and he will explain
about the steps taken in this regard.
What I was going to say was this.
The problem before us is very simple,
whether to look after 60 crores of
Indians in the villages or 21/2 lakhs
of affluent people.

One of the worst surprises to me is
this. There is an honourable Member
present in the House who is very
active now. He came to see me when
I was the Governor of Bihar.

One hon. Member who is very active
came to see me in Patna in a rickshaw.
Someone remarked: Mr. so and s0, you
are a candidate coming from a pro-
gressive party. The people in the gate
were very angry when he came in a
rickshaw. It is all right if he drives
in a rickshaw in his constituency. But,
suppose he comes to Delhi. And if he
finds it all right to drive in a rickshaw,
it is a very interesting thing.

I have not nameq him. What I am
going to say is this. That is the reason
why this price hike has been announc-
ed. The meain purpose for this price
hike is this. Tt is a national problem.
Saving of foreign exchange and reduc-
tion in consumvtion of petroleum pro-
ducts is a national problem. It has
been a national problem in all the
countries in the world which are de-
pendent on the petroleum products.
Therefore, in this country, as in other
countries where there are party Gov-
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opinion accept this ag a national pro-
blem. This has, therefore, to be solved
at a national level. There are some
people here who believe in some, prin-
ciples. In a democracy what is that
principle? It is this. So far as money
generated out of this is concerned—
Mr. Mishra raised this question here—
as the hon., Member said, the money
that is generated or at least a reason-
able part of the money would be used
for the development of public trans-
port in the urban areas.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA Sir, I rise on
a point of order. How can the hon.
Minister, on behalf of Government,
commit himself that the money that
has been generated out of this is for
the development of transport in the
urban areas? He is misleading the
House.

MR. SPEAKER:. There is no point
of order.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: I would
only say that this is with the consent
of the hon. Minister of Finance. The
price hike goes op increasing although
it may sound a little humorous. The
basic fact however is this. When the
Prime Minister came in a buggy.
Shri Vajpayee came in a bullock cart.
You all know that imitation is the
simplest form of flattery. In this coun-
try, for quite some time to come, we
have to depend on the animals for the
protection. And so, these bullocks are
to stay with us for quite some time to
come. If we give them up, that 1g,
both the bullocks and the cart and if
we entirely depend on the petroleum
products for our protection, then, we
will all be landeq in a very great
difficulty. Therefore, any mode of
transport has always to be considered
as an alternative for protection.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Why are Government not taking to
rationing? The hon. Minister hss not
replied to that point.
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SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: He has
not spoken about petrol rationing at
all.
AN HON. MEMBER: He has referr-
ed to animal traction. (Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: What are the hon.
Members doing among themselves,
when I am standing? Let them leave
alone this animal traction. If it is a
question of people coming by horses,
pullockcarts, cow-carts and all that I
shall have to make some arrangement
for stables and cow-gheds and bullock-

sheds.

MEMBER: And make

AN HON.
of

Shri D. K. Borooah in charge
animal traction.

MR. SPEAKER:. Now, we may
better fix up the time. At what time
should the hon. Minister reply? There
are three or four more Members till to
speak on each side, and 1 think that
about 30 to 40 minutes will be taken
by them. So, I shall call the hon. Min-
ister at about twenty minutes past
six o'clock. Hon. Members have al-
ready taken much more time than
allowed for this adjournment motion.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA :
The 'way in which we are given time
shows that we are not taking this ad-
journment motion seriously. Within
five to ten minutes do you think
we can do justice to the subject?

MR. SPEAKER: That is the reason
why 1 do not press for it, and we do
not take it as an adjournment motion.

It is just an open motion.
Madhu

Now, I shall ecall Shri

Limaye...

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM: Then, Shamim
Ahmed Shamim.

MR. SPEAKER: As we go on calling
Members, he will have time, but not
in the order in which he is mention-

v .
Y

NOVEMBER 12, 1978

LR SRS S PPN

Rige in Prices
(Adj. M.)

ot 7y fored (aiwT) : e wEET,
ua & I wfaat F www g 9% &0
T & WU § FAA qHeATsl F qre
# 1% ot qAeSEE JaTE W B
T ¥ Y s & 1wl & sft s of
FT A YT @I AT | I FT
farw & %z wrae Fa A gw A w0
Py At & 1 fase & fi fPadet mgr
TR 9T oo Y Y

17.43 hrs.
[Sert K. N. TIwary in the Chair]

wy for e ®w &
R 7 4% T|WW ¥ FH IA qTAT
gagt 1wy AWy SavEr @Tw EEr
faar wT g9aT I awd 7 7g frarfs
TEFT HIWT THTI AT 9 7Y 9297 )
a1 fasft mfeat F1 geawTe F37 aT &g
& ST AN F SR agar | afws
SN a8 @a Fa7 fear 5 omg &
Tl T AT @ A At
e & gTO @S AT Avat & aY aeHT Y
T ardwfas da w1 S nfes dar g4
FEAT G3qT IGFT T FAT a8 AW &
FIT ATGAT JT ATHTCN SET &F FHIT
srawT ?

gER A TEAT Y T gOA AN
T wea oY fe®r owag awf # & w1 My
H @ A 3 F 7 F IR qww”
7 59T ST s@waar mfag s d § saw
TR A A wRr | S s W
YeHT AT 2 | TR TRAT SSTEW
T AT &7 A qaT ¢ fw A gEIR agt
fogasr ) M dwH e ™
¥ gAY QO EEeaT @Y Y | WY I,
ara ®Y JFC W A G B fear
FAT fawg st T
T QT o § F gt & S o
Y F7 9 & AR GG &1 A G &
EFTAT AT TG O W F LATH B
WA @A g4 FeAT WA R | gW I
Lwife ook qre § # Wi gl g,
T AW AT T 5 Y AT Y g

360



361 Rise in Prices
(Adj. M.)
AT Y fF SR F7 I &Y NG ;T
mifeat AT 9 T &Y T T AT
77 F1EEt 1 g e g3 fadndt @
aret #1 o arg qTgay &7 FA |
saifires FT FYET FTEX FT WY FTOT TG
& fr el % %5 7 g A fardfeay
®t 17 BY AEY | Al FTX AT H
fadr sz et a7 mfe e w1 gt
WY = st fact St ¥ foy o awa
77 it & fachi afeeso & awadia
7Y TAAaT § Y g i § qfg 7T
ar & ¥ w4/t w73 fwar §

faa 7efY ¥ % 1T Fa7 & fF farars
ST A A I 92T | g o iy
ATEN AET ST Bgal £ | WioT 4g AT
Fat At & foay &y &Y @aat & 1 ag
aw Tar fafew e daa s @
ol a9 9g3 § W T 937 9T Wy
arw gy § | AR A are | At
#37 qg WTG agy @ & fF 72-73 &
Hrorr & oY Y fQ¥AT 7 AR 2T a9
wi ) e T qoE § fr fama awer oy
qF Y IANEFTANA WA RE ?
.. {suxmm) et =t 7 @
AFE & fen #T gar fo ag faeger
IR AT § S FaRwy & g FX @
&) Y Frav< @@ F avg o Y
F I A FW AT &\ 7 A
AT, mw‘rfewm%ﬁw{qﬁnﬁ
¥ A oy framg @ e & foraet el
feefer s &Y ¢ off 57 @ver daraTe g
¥ A A 2 1 T I 7 Paafa B
T Y | WAgAET Y & e @B
wafel Y S feefer @t wifed @8
TR A\ arw wiws dw i
T ara T d # e arge &1 g
1A E 1 T A, o ¥ N A
Y # arar & el &1 wé av 7@
ﬁ‘ﬁmﬁmﬁ.

KARTIKA 21, 1895 (SAKA)

Rige in Prices 362

(Adj. M)

wegror wgw ¥ fagd) A< FRy 9O
for AW ot raT & Fr wa@ & v wgw
Ty & T & T werw fady
ﬁruzgtg' | O SAHT TG /T ¥7
A g aER A T @ E 7
o eft g & o o o o & i ad
¥ @iy @5 g § s & s we B

- forg g g | ST WY ¥ & @ AR

Fq FT AT AT Aqe F far
forr #1 1 g2 A | TR O TN
g ger ¥ g fergteror wrdy fomar Afe
forareer %1 FE g 7 Y o | v
g gt fF g7 ¥ oW g ik &g A
o< forad FAX 70 w1 AT fMT
FQ § T GARA K7 T 0 G WY
frer w41 | WAL S AW q
Tag frifaa w98 & @l &1 @ee
@ AT & | AT FT 9 AT a9
sfame frafaa w9gT & | AT 90 Wid
T FIE FT &9 T O & 5T 30 &
T 60—70 Tfawe T FFT | AT AT
FYET FAT HHY FAT T FAT FLET &3
et & ar 7g 1Y § A% g fawfaem aw
W
&
FETRA, TH FI FHY TTET Y a8
BaT § BT W F ag aT 94T § | ghaT
T W Jergeer & 3T ARTTE | @R
Al F@y F AR A Fgd € (v g9 @
HA FY AR g 919 B gear &
afgw g€ § | @ A A e ww
gg wE § O T A9g ¢ o Fw o gawr
aeT W AW § fF v Et ka3
Fr #faw #< faar oo § w7 @
T wE qaT B9 A1 swld W H
wer 7 o over @ A
addY, qEUy, FAYE, Fh AT &
& SEgTr R AwaT § 9BT IR e
wEaRgR A N smal ) araee
et Faamag? AW awH
T FY FHY FT w10 78 § 5 d0AT A
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[t =g fermi |

/TS ¥ 9 TN 9% Werw g @ 3
W) T a9 oF a7 § &y @
T W TATE FT R § | gaferd A1 7
A ¥ | T8 ST ¥ @7 S 9T A
F9 T & I AN A ST QX
qUq WY savar @ AR fRw ¥ S
HIEATAT 7377 & AT N 3 F A= Ay
QT FN 7 &9 &% S g ¥ oy
ST AY SO w1 S FEA &
BT I ATAT | TH FTRT HT HR I
AT W A I § wE A
FRT QT ATFT AT @ FT FET
1B AT T W ST F7 3 |
T ZT AT F a1 F adY g7 Few
f #1¢ sroa Form 7@ &, A Adi €
A 5 faa ag A sfsariatr seaw
aw@ g

F & & gad I A9 AT g,
AT WY qgt ax Aoy , S faew
g frex soew WY ®, 92 &1 oY
arr fade & smar § SeF I WY
TFIIE TAE L At § IEHY T
& ar faeger @en fovart & forer®t 9 A 59
18 FUE TIA FT TTET IFTT HTEWT |
Iz T gravg ge g, fadwt ¥ sfaw
fa¥ il gwe sfes fadelt T fody
Tt TTFT 339 a7 Afe wrw FawEme
e I § TN g @ wrw
FLEY qz T F I AR T@IA | AT
& wgrEd A 5T AT HY F1E G §
fiF 2z 1gw & W v g g ? A S
I 41 3T a9y ¥ WY 39F 9 AEE
g &1 & A AgaT § TR @
I w4 onr § 7 geT g ¥ fag
FLHT A1 @ @A ot § 1 w W
917 3 AT A AW A T TAHT W Y
FEH IT TraT | 18 TOIEIT FTHGT
ofr arer W Sz 02 W Ay N W@ @

_ Jqw fad ofy g7 fearddt #y sarar vl
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FET 9| A FT A Aify oo

QWEag A aww § @ wrar £
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fore? wgm 1 wrwr o ¥ e A
T T AT | IFW 0F & qET A fE
FTARAT R TW awq AW qga AT
@3 &, 1966 ¥ g9 Oy WY SATIT TANY
AR AT9F ¥ | 98 AT oo 2
e X agar § F99 qw@ew q¥ @
Fgar wrfEd | (:@eww) gf, wew ar
Y wgr fF arayd o £ are awa & -
T 9WY qgq SATLT ST 98 N §, 1966
¥ ary wfax 7@ ¥

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
You have been a little unfair. Mr.
Vajpayee made a statement on food-
grain prices; that the price of food-
grains in 1966-67 was higher as com-
pared to 1972-73. My immediate reply
wag only in regard to the increase.in
foodgrain prices. I gave the figures
to show that despite a large volume

of import, the price increase in 1966-67

was higher. That is what I said.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
But at that time the shortage was of
the order of 20 per cent.

ot 7Y fawg 78 Wi T S w R
¥ Tl 4gY ot  fn wre Sifed
st @Y Taar Trw & wiew ST IwH
25-30 wfrwe agar § ®1X qa I
9g¥ 60 TWY 9T WK IEX 25-30
wfma agr a1 @Y F fremeT anaro
FTRT T WY WfEw AW qwAT T R
g Fa e ¥ S ot S aw N
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gt & Y o faafea fear nar §,
I T & AfHT T4 37 A1 Y {HFR
FT gwa & fF auftor gt § o fy
gEmt & fod oY wa wrar § SEE
sfera feeam w1 aro # fawar & 7
R & AT A1 =9, I 1w, fagrear
FE T Q1 RAC ATLH AT TWIY TS
W &ty § I g A e, § gETEI
g Tqra 5 oF QY A faear T8 §
R s A frey r a gF ARAG R
NS 6-7 T @ AT 9A¥ g aAcAT
qATE TR A | T a® ¥
N AR F NS 15 AT W A
qEt & 1 Ay =g fe qrl A =t R
© g ar facge o Frwht amw §1
Freafas R AT a7 F1 27 93y §, 9
T AWM I A AT &R g
TE A TEI HIST ST A9 1 sraa faar
g Ju% @y Hwayfs @ @
2w A i foFew F 0 9 @ §0F T
A T W gFTET F §, g TR ATHK
wegedr wrd T a agw, fa 1 A
Bz % @Y § 5 wfes ¥ wfes fea aw
9T § IT R § W | § aeatas
T | WY g F Y gzl wiE
A & SETC A ¥ Aver o A
W IaFT A 78 N @ e weeged
HIER TIEFH S §AT T FT TF Tga<
T0FT §Y T & A gAAw v AT
9 AT Ay F ITY F2q (% ag ar
Regzlt AT WX 9 T T EH AT
IT Q@ E 1 AT T\ AN wTwar v TTER
3 St T § oy areqfas foede STEE
AN E 1w Ay afeww wreEtE
fasms w3 & § fs gy fqa @
fer € § g emae ot fw | &
T faafow aff fawr @ & 1 o)
ot R ot 7o § e TR A AR
FH} FY @F AT 2 @Y § gF I
TN A AR qEF ¥ IGRNfT § I
warr ¥ for dwr why mar @ SER
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T 5 R =% 1 dar A &, &
& X aFar, FFAT FAT F AE 2 wwAr
F\few qeft FAT Qoo gE &, Ao
¥ 7T 9T 10~15 g F Hifwaw &
wfay 500 2% § Fivg qEf #1237 &
o o g 9u% o7 10 ¥ femma
¥ 50 @r@ wqFT Aq A AfAT 1 av
% ¥, ZraT ¥ Y Fw AHE Lo

wwfa wgam . o9 UF AT g
sfa

ot vy femd & sfet w1 aw
Y e

wrrafa sag g mfE &5
arw 7@ foat § afvw 9g & @ =T
Fu fF q@ag & AT o |

(voawr)

oft wy fomd : W7 @F 9T §
faar STy & & 9 qeg a9 T
waar g 1 s, 1971 ¥ vy
oY fat a1 fF @ 5 @t N9 fegen
feadde ¥ wiw e ol & fag wizae
ok AR R fom g
grafri w1 Fafean gamar war # |
Y mfax ¥ ey ofaq s& @0
¢ o SEF A% T @ o w| Y
oo Awe s ¥ gw Jww A A
A T @ E | @ OF AR
R FAT FHE F @F T W@ 5 q
g fegm feurdde & smad 3%
Fiw aet ®Y fragf | § o fadh
N F R AT § A AT FT
FATAT § | AW Q) TAAT TH TAT T
§; fer gmay @ v R FF
o FE A § T T g A
X Yy FIT § | A gw & s A
3, @< & guv shfmaw §, AmEw
& T N § | & 7% 1T 77T 9 oy
%7 g 5 wTe AT e aheet 9
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WE AN O AT W AT T>T |
I ATIAT A @A qrely wwfat
T qF faT %Y FH g7 H7 TAE 7@ AT
w9 & | 7Y feafar g #Y 3 1 v WY
aEET T @ aTq W 7 @4 fopar
f& ga faqoar & o afaemre grieed
FT AET 9T 14T WK FoENT IS 4T a9
77 T § A ga N fad § s oY
qIY I 9T 7T 7 forar § ? o e
IR T Y I e § vud @fwra
§ o' g & i & faa welt ) fow
g fF T ma o= :2 )}

TR FT Y qTHAT &, 5 TF WL
1< T fasror @ar, e, o
7R TafT W & @ fawo
N FF qF AT GH AW @
§9 9% 48 WIWAT @ Agl gmo
R fag . W S 7 D
w21 fr foaerasl #7 &0 | FT @
foerat ? arfeasc ot 98 § o A
gears fafae a7 7Y &, sSw s

# FTHTA HTT A Aot oud o G2 & (7 -

) T TR § 99 IF & fay 22
EATT TYY FT 77T G & foad aroy
TFEWT 99 T | IFUdT T 6
drear wred ¥ | AW wegrw a@ A
e forat 1€ St qw e €A @i
FA ¥ foy o femad g & ol
wwrer wifFER W gL FY 91T SO
FY AT &1 T F HqehY grE FHARA
¥ g owae § Afew woard femddre
w1 GATE wiaT & {5 gUTT OF SR
qgt ax g Infed | Swar & feww Fv
* AT AFT T AAN & FH TGN
¥afear @ g g awarg
(EUEHT & UF JFAF  FT IAqQT
fear gk gw @Wl w1 @ A &0
WY 71 97 § e few g Figae TR &
IgH AT AT EoSAToTHTWE To FIA
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=T arn § I Age Nt 13
AT Y 60 TTHE &F TATEH fawr
a1 § fede Fidvew ¥ | g @@ wha
SIS W S A Fqe AT wwow
=it FY w7 QA wfedr | qwbEy
fpere AR gmEE & gwr Wy
AR FIHIY | IT TF Ig qEOCA A@Y
BT arw afg & O e g ww
W TE FT 9 FET W0 |

18.00 ys.

oft Siet qumw fag (ww)
awmfa off, #1% @ I B wAER
& v awar § fr wer gfg g€
§ ST AaMrgdd ) AT ary
e A7 Y gt wew gy 4 o §
TZITFTEATACN & | W FT g7
g f5 @ @@ 3fg w1 e s
B! WA WO ST AT R
fr goew eward gt & T Wi
e a7, SwmeT wgr
A Fgd & fr o w0, w9
mfgat 7 Fom, $ieEl A
AR T A AR qeT F
T eI ¥ WTHT |
WH W AN E? v
1 AT & A2 g9 99 77 -
TG g Wr I TR AT F
sfr swar o d, wfm g, 3 8,
ar sy gy e 3 @S s T garT
grT =fgm

G ¥ i =7 SISt ga § ey
qe qf@ s g | @mETH §,
Faw ¥, WgT, @, FIT AR g
FIAN g7 gfg gf o) 59
9 TR AT ¥ AT T QT
fegmT STy & FEEE FRdr s
o 39 9T HE fEAT 0 ST F
wig 7 %e faars, ag w4 s fiegas
A AT IR /I §, W A A, S
TR | WA § W SAdT ¥ o
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wrf T Ay W feafa ¥ oWy
WY AT 9% } A H W& W
THE wFAT &) WO Tl I W
FFTARNN

N i wEn gE ¥ W v aem
Fo g g R e amT QYm0
T AT T geqr Far § A owwer
g7 FY 7 FrEE o § T @R
N e @ Wk oaw e
T O TYTET T I§ FA g7 FY
fagTar & fag Y $1 g7 I weT
R @R T EfFaw e e
9T a1, I, FILT TW 1 9T A= At
g M IEH R Fasa i ok
T ¥ B F? AT AT ds
air grfgal & Deq | G FT Sy
T g O S S g, A
wfafsamadr &/ G A agw
FWRIE T T FER T
ST 9% 7T AGY T § T T A
0y g a9 fafga @ A
& 59 9wy T S & a9 aw
TET AT WA TN AT | §9-
fag 4u fEew  f el o v
[T § ST F AT K gH B ATHAT
¥ | 25, 30 A GEY  HTEHT
qIE T ¥ AT 91, & G AT FW
T TTET 9T, W1 F9LT 9gH FL G
ST a1 | e W g
TRAT ¥ fog e Wk @A ¥ fag
T HFW  aqr  &@W & fag
TNE AR A q4qr HeT WrEAr
A G IF qIEET T OSAAET QA G
A § T TF ANTT TAT @ W
fom & twfowa & fagra ¥ s
@ & T 9w o ¥ ww w7
SR TG G, Tg FH W EwwA
9 | WiAY SEmET wiv Y Wi
FE@T g . wfaw feqar a@w &
T 1 o W & o A
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5 ¢ 3@ W frmeEr @ oW

oEAl ¥ | @d w W F
W # aad, o Afa 7 o gue
AT grm, AR S A9 9T ar
WA IR F qF a9 AW F g
T @Y § S 9T W S s
ghr vt g W 9T AT gT FW &
wgd fwe @t fAa s
STaF GHe AT 74T § I FT g a¥Y
AT FY I AT § FATIS T
OF w9 9 arar e R |y e
1 9 7g adY e awar 3 o=
™ TRy

sitdto oo Wraw e (HEHI1AR) :
Fwmafa wgRy, fed & & sor a0
Y w57 7 @ §, AR ¥ wqrww Fav §
FR@ITEA T AN F I CF ad
I QO AR AT a§ qE Y @
g W H wdww o N F s
@ A Tadr # 7T AR A §ET
H FAM W HAT & A9 IqEAT
¥ ww WY IO AT WG @ |

garefy o, & sTRT AWy AEY
HiwwaT, AfeT @ ¥ Ao § wisarg
qrt @, we 9 AG W #6iE
giN ¥ S w7 g g, gafag
QT gHT AT 2§} FIC FL

qurefa o, A7 ag % § fr
@ A% w9 § 99 @A T wgEEE
R AT AT AT AT 47 /T AT
@ a1 fF 3T S99 F99T W
& g ARITRAT AR AT
W foar q1 WK T ¥ W
R TAEARIGEH G AN TH
T IARTEF aRATAF O AT
A @ a aEd T ® Iga ¥ awen
¥ g ¥ @@ AQ I B T WK
wg 6 QT W ol X wy @
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[ #ro Fro ATAAFT]

wivg wifdaw /Y1 & awe
g ¥ FEw W g f g o
qre EAFT §, IAT AT TRATH A
T awg § AR AT
f5 w@ ow FE N g &, W
AT AT IT-FA1F, gL TF Tg FEHL
® g gRm e fant ey &y
ST N

aafa  wEE™, &9 U e
T g FaAE ARk Fl\@ @
gfF aoe afgdww @), anf Few
afgdv a1 adw= #fgdww @, @9
¥ agarawur § 1 AfFT & srforsar
F grq sgm wgwr § 5 sammR

N Wy Y § 97§ gATE W

a § W ST ST qrar ¥
At & T AN W WEEAT F9

:

AT Ag 9T A HQT & O IR
AWy § 1 ol ot T @
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frgwaz gfesor qod | eI
I I AL TF 90 & I8
Y Fga § 5 39 48 gam @ Tk
fe gaa GXE FX AR F@AOT A FL |
TR Fg &7 @Y s AR A
Y S AT AT & A gw Iy g
g & wmon & e, e v
HGHT AT FI ¢

G ¥ T WY I AT
WA Fae o ¥ geA g fr
TAF HE o Al qr oA | Wy
FZd & fF 927 &7 Foreqwe w9 FIX
Ffae Wy q@r fRar @ SfeR
WY I T § TR BT T I,
T T feg q oS 7 ST
wd dq 9 farda wET T9T § a8 AT
fagaaw 1 = fag sl -
@R F Afafrar iR

o e T A0 E, AT I I @ T
DA IR ? WE AT F I
A Mg ¥ ag MY AT WA E
fewlt # Y% fav gy A g W
oET 9T fF  FHE T AEE §
fr e gy & Mg sgfr AR e
& wifs [ F A El ¥ S A
ot ¥ wE ¥ IuR fag AT g
T IR FET qF@ g WR gfF
e Srfsrer SuTaT g T & €
TR T ot 77 Y §, I, W,
T wifs oY T §, Y & I ey
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THg ¥ qFAE ) fagar wa gH ¥

AT § SAT FWa g T ¢ 9

& WH A7JT BY & THAA AT §, TAR

AT I B GET FAT 9E QT
g

& wgar § fe awwrY dif sraqw
WM WEHrowFa
g8t ¥ Faw Iarar fqqy wegw ad
A FEAPICI F T Ty
TGO qigq ¥ g0 7187 g weaw
T g AT AN AZFQEF
AFAT T FEAT §, TADY AALA FIAT
gar FJ@HRY AT WG F
Fex g a&d gl § fF ag weaw
T F A FEF A, qAH TG
¥ @ 3ax M7 faafg & =
@ ¥ T AT ? F FrgATEr A
§ 7 FMFGE T AT F AGR
g1 gFTUT FINFY, AT D IAA Y,
sftled F e ¥ gw gaa og §
f5 & faser sa@ T3 & 45407 716
it FEMAE 1 T @A T oA9g
& wer a7 wr feafy aga fars 7
qSrIfa A ar f3 ¥ qra day sarar
T F NATAHE, XTI A AwE
F AT A FHy § W A9y ars
WMraaw of FHEAR ¥ &
AR T 7T Afgw FioaEal ¥ ¥
qF T@ A FT IZT T80 AN W1 1

qGT FrgT grer A fAsta
A AF FA T 77 § A1 39 7TAL
AT ag AECHFLT | «boa F AT
g i a3 927 A 3¢ fs gaFR F9
T & A fFq fFg g6 F 3G
IIT IT AAY § FT @ AR AW
w1 W A AR @ § 1 ghuar
¥ g g1 G & T q0q $I A Ia4T A
g 48 FqC FagaTew ! W
T FL @ § @FT WG FqiC |
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Sa F A @Y N @R
FEdr § i 79 ¥37 g s A e
| qfeT I I9 qde 9 faT
T W ARI AR g
TGFT qiorrs 38 &Y <1 & 6 A A
T @AY 91 @r ¢ W) At w;v
T FCA @R o famg wr v
arT g ST gadaFaTg ) {ATAT
Far gaf Dar § e faar fwar
ATae F STAFE AR 9T 48 TEAT
Tgar § ®x fe T ga oAl
Ffqe fFaTEe (s 78 R g A
qaT §—

ot wew o fag: AR

Faar  fear ?

sy d¥o Ao wrEAwT : i g
gears F A w3 9T g fH AT A
fe g fraai # faaar &5 @
N AT § W8 LgT TT @R
T femr AR WE@AOE KOG
] sivar — (geTaT)

oscaaw fag: A Ao ¥
Y = gat fear a1

= st dvo ot wraawT: ¥ fineiow
g FT qG A FATE 1 W OF
¥ &% qoar g s a7 gATT SAaR T
woT §Y, AT ¥ fag FaETETE §Y
@ g sfrgaaarg | whQEi A
am s & fag dar g9 @9 FQ,
gara #Y fodY oY awz ¥ S| 43 66
afi & @y N A4 FE@

weER #R YA &1 W
geTar g @ TAE WA FIE A
aYer s ¥ g faad arar § )
E gt § ARy §, Ihar ¥,
afrge ¥ g g R qETEs,
798, TafArfe gady I RIT Ty
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3

av

woE 9% AW e T g fE
ST gUTIETE #Y A9 wT § SEET
wouw a8 § 5 oy wwfwiw §
qUoERR & TR R & fag W
% FgaT & f& w0 9w
& Jomt oy fear @ gear gfex
FU, AR Q@1 FW F a1 § owd
TP A IEF! wfafwmady  war A

T FW AL T Aleq FANT oYy
RIS T AT FAE, T A I

fom & Tl X F 9ET W oA,
ITH! qgY A QAFT 9T &, 999 FH
fear ST Ed

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI
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(Bhubaneswar): During the last 13
years our country jg passing through
a most eritical period, and it is per-
haps with the unparallelled deter-
mination, courage and calmness that
our people have withstood this most
critical situation in our country. I,
therefore, congratulate the vast
millions of our people who have so
courageously braved this most diffi-
cult situation during the last 1} years.
It is quite correct that we are now
out of the woods; though not comp-
letely. But we are nearing the end
of the tunnel, there is no doubt.

Reports are appearing from diffe-
rent markets of this country. If we
see the latest market reports from
different centres, what do we find?
This is a report from Bombay dated
the 10 November and here they have
said:

“Earlier scarcity and the conse-
quent rise in prices of edible oils
is over. Prices showed a marked
fall, after Diwali, on expectation
of a bumper groundnut crop.
Vanaspati was now available at
prices below the controlled rates.
A bumper crop of 6.8 million bales
is expected this season.”

And this is the latest report from
Chandigarh:

“Reports from Chandigarh in-
dicate that arrivals of paddy in
Punjab markets have totalled
9,27,804 quintals so far, compared
to 4,35202 quintals during the
corresponding period last year.”

Therefore, you will find that the
market arrivals are improving.

Reports available from Hyderabad
indicate that prices of green-gram
and groundnut oil have come down
throughout the State. While the fall
in the price of gram is due to the arri-
val of the fresh corD, the ground-nut
oil price decline is attributed to a
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number of factors including the

prospects of a good crop of ground-
nut.

Paddy and rice prices have fallen
in some parts of the State. The price
of maize has come down. The main
reason for this downward trend in
prices is the hope of good crops....
(Interruptions). These are the latest
reports of market arrivals. There-
fore, there is nothing to be worried
about. You will find from the
different market reports, that now in
view of the bumper kharif crop, the
market arrivals are increasing and,
therefort, those people who have
hoarded. I hope, are releasing it in the
market and therefore, the prices are
showing a downward trend. I am
quite sure that in another fifteen
days’ time, perhaps the prices will go
down still further.

Some references were made to the
prices in 1965—66. I take this
opportunity of reminding this House
that during the period 1964-65 to
1966-67 we imported about 33
million tonnes of foodgrains. These
were on what was called concessional
terms and there was also continuous
flow of external resources in those
years. To-day we have stopped
large scale imports of foodgrains and
the flow of our external assistance is
shrinking. In this context the prices
to-day are not higher compared to
those that prevailed in 1965-66.

I would like to bring it to the kind
notice of the hon. Minister and the
Finance Ministry that if we look to
the index of industrial production
which Mr. C. Subramaniam also
mentioned somewhere, we will be
happy to Snd that in April it was
1948 and it has gone upto 1963 in
May. The latest reports that are
available show that the trend is on
the increase and I am sure the indus-
trial production will show a marked
trend in the coming months.

The only point I would like to
bring to the notice of the hon.
Minister is that between November
1972 and April 1973, bank credit ex-
panded to Rs. 878 crores. Now, I
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learnt that during this period credit
was not utilised for procurement of
foodgrains. Evidently, much of
this money was used by certain
sections of the people or the business
community to corner and to purchase
esssential raw materials and scarce
materials and, therefore, they have
jncreased their inventories with this
bank credit. I hope this contributed
to the kind of inflationary trend that

we witness.
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The recent decision of the Govern-
ment of India to cut down Rs..400
crores in the expenses, I think, is a
very good decision and also the rais-
ing of the prices of wheat and Tice
will help us to check still further the
inflationary trend because the sub-
sidy amount will go down.

Lastly, I would submit to tl}e
Government that by the increase In
the prices of petrol and petroleum
products we would be getting abput
Rs. 200 crores. This is a good thing
we have done because the energy
crisis is there all over the world.
We ought to have done it even
earlier. I would only suggest that a
large part of this amount should be
utilised for increasing the number' of
buses in towns and villages and im-
proving the mass transport systems in
all the urban centres of this country,
so that the common people will not
feel the pinch of this increase in the
price.

Finally, I would request the hon.
Member to withdraw this adjourn-
ment motion.

st gEo To g (SAAE):
Te ST g, ¥ g 9T A1 EIE
FTAT ATRATE I 77 gew W AT aHAL
g ¥ agT A N fafed avd
R QU a1, AT T awAd B
T ¥ @ § go gua f & w1 §
o) A0 e oy FH I T2
AR FFIH
N T gT ¥ qiE@ AR FE A
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AT B
8 3w § W 3T & WY rF St o
wiwg e a 4df & R g@n
T ¥ N A Ay § fEogaa A
T &, & 7 7 7 i 39 B Fy v
fear s awar 81 ’

Roaw e Y AR gw
fag adr arerar fr T SR Tw @
& fog & oF @ i ¥ oA qwa
R YT HAAX AT FIA W W
HFEIAT |

woafa KNI : ag 17 4@ &
& W g Ao §, SO ST . A
fear smar & sk srATRa AT g,
IR FT [T .0 ¢ | gAT Ay
foaamr fafems 2, gaar & fodm
1T I F A1 <3 &, av o 71 Y Iqr
& zrew faa m, foaer ag fear mar &)
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SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN
(Kangra): The Opposition has.
performed the customary ritual of
bringing forward an adjournment
motion in this House. There can be
no two opinions on the fact that the
prices of Various commodities have
risen and it is causing a great hard-
ship to the weaker sectlons of
society. But the rise in prices has
been due to various causes to which
my hon. friends on this side of the
House have referred.

For example, the shortage in essen-
tial commodities has come about due
to natural calamities. Due to inter-
national reasons, the prices have
gone up, and the glaring instance of
this is that of petroleum products.
The prices of petroleum product
have gone up and are going up in
rapid succession.

4
Apart from this, the Opposition
parties are indulging in various acti-
vities which are hampering produc-
tion. They are encouraging strikes
which result in the production of
essential commodities going down,
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, and consequently there are shortages

which result in rise in prices and
blaekmarketing. The latest instance
is that of the Bokaro steel plant.
Though we are short of steel, there
is a strike there and there is stop-
page of production which again is a
contributory cause for blackmarket-
ing and rise in prices. But in spite
of these causes which are beyond the
control of Government, Government
have tried their best to see that the
weaker sections of society do not
suffer.

With this particular objective in
view, the price of diesel oil was not
raised. It was raised by seven paise
but subsequently reduced by ten
paise, with the result that the price

has been reduced by three paise
from its pre-rise price. The object
has been to see that the weaker

sections of society which use public
transport do not suffer and that there
is no rise in the fares of public
transport.

Besides, this has also saved the
rural sections of society from the
rise in prices, specially the farmers
who use tractors and diesel pumps
which need diesel. The effort of the
Government, therefore, has been to see
that the rural sections and the weaker
sections of society do not suffer, and
every effort has been made to see
that despite the rise in international
prices, the prices of essential com-
modities needed by the weaker and
rural gectlons were net raised.
Though a particular section of
society had .to pay a higher price on
some of the petroleum products, yet
an effort was made to see that the
weaker sections, the poorer sections
and especially the fmnmg sections
did not suffer.

Similarly, in the case of inputs for
the farm products, as, for example,
fertilisers, the price has gone up. The
price of machine-goods has also gone
up. It wasg found necessary to raise
the prices of essential cereals like
wheat, rice and so on. The object
has been to see that the small farmer
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gets an economic price. That was

the reason why the prices of farm
products were raised to a limited
extent, so that they could receive a
fair price.

In fact, this was advocated and
pleaded for by the Opposition. But
when the Government have done it
they turn round and ask ‘Why did
you raise it?” It has naturally also
resulted in raising the issue price.
Obviously, from the commonsense
point of view, if the procurement
price is raised, the issue price is
bound to be raised. But the Opposi-
tion did not want it; they wanted to
eat the cake and also keep it. They
wanted to please the farmer by
saying that the procurement price
should be raised, and then they want
to please the voter or the urban sec-
tions or the consumer. Now they ask
‘Why did you raise the issue price?
You should .not have raised it

This is the amasing argument: you
should raise the procurement price
but you should not raise the issue'
price? The object of Government
in raising the prices of some of these

farm products was to give ga fair
deal to the farmer and at the same
time to see that the consumer does

not siffer, that the poor man does
not suffer. That is why Government
has kept up the Rs. 4 subsidy per
quintal of wheat that is issued to the

consumer. The object was to see
that the weaker sections do not
suffer. Thus every action that

Government has taken, the effort has
been to see that in spite of the
ecotiomic etisis throush which the
country is passing, the weaker and
the rural section which are the poor
sectiofis do not suffer. Shri Bhagat
has Huoted fatts to show that in
spite ‘6f sach a serlous economic
situation, Government has been abhle
to steer through with such a little
adverse effect on the weaker sections
of society. This is the first time that
in such a bad year 94 lakh peonle
were given employment. employment
without which they would have
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starved. When they were on the
verge of starvation, Government

came out and gave them enough em-
ployment. This is the first time in
history when this was done and for
this, Government geserves full credit

Though there is a grave economic
crisis, though no basic philosophy or
principles are ‘involved, yet blind
opposition to the Congress is making
the position unite. We on this side
have full confidence in the people.
We believe they are aware of the
economic difficulties we are facing.
I am sure they will face it with
courage and determination and I am
confident that under the leadership
of our Prime Minister, we will be
able to get over this crisis.

18.43 hrs.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair)

SHRI C. H. MOHAMED KOYA
(Marjeri): At the fag end of the de-
bate when the time at our disposal is
very short, I do not want to embarrass
you by making a long speech, but I
shall confine my remarks to certain
problems of my State of Kerala with
regard the price rise.

I am not cenvinced by the state-
ment made by the hon. member who
just sat down that the weaker sec-
tion of society is not affected by this
crisis. 1 come from Kerala where
the ration now is just three ounces
of rice. As regards wheat 13 ounces of
wheat were promised. That is also
not coming. I am glad that Shri
Shinde is here. There was a break-
down of the rationing system in
Kerala of various places in Kerala
because the FCI refused to give
advances to the Government. There
was a cold war going on between the
FCI and the Government. Govern-
ment was unwise in restricting move-
ment into the State from neighbouring
States. They refused to honour their
commitment. Do you believe that
anybody can live on three ounces of
rice? Therefore, they have to de-
pend on the black market. This is
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the condition in a State which is pro-
ducing so much of tea, coffee, carda-
mom, pepper, ginger and fish which
are earning so much of foreign ex-
change. The people are béing starv-
ed. Prices have gone up, because the
Government is not giving us rice, and
consequently, black market prices are
going up.

Shri Shinde was saying that that it
was only the increase in procurement
price that was additionally charged to
the consumer. That is not true. Has
there been a 25 per cent increase in
procurement price? I do not think so.
If a deficit State like Kerala is not
to be starved and if théy are not wise
enough to restore the zonal system
whereby al] the southern States form
a zone and if they do not allow
movement of foodgrains from other
States, the situation will deteriorate.
Prices will keep on rising. As one
hon. member said, this is a man-made
crisis; it is a government-made crisis.
There are gentlemen who want %o
congratulate Government for making
a mess of things like this. It is really
wonderful that the price has got sup-
porters and it is being supported.
God save the supporters,

You want to increase production,
but how can we increase production?
Is not Mr. Shinde aware of the fact
that fertilisers are not available?
Fertiliser is not given, and you talk
of an increase in production. How
can we increase production? If the
Government canriot give us fertilisers,
it cannot increase the production.

Then, about petrol prices. I was
just watching some hon. Members
struggling hard to justify the in-
crease in petrol prices saying that it
affects only the rich people. It
indinectly affects the pnor weople
also; in' my State especially, the poor
people, taxi-owners, who got taxies
through some financial enterprises,
the nationalised banks, etc., went on
strike for two or three days conti-
nuously. This may affect a few peo-
ple who are rich, but how many such
people you have got in the country?
The poor taxi-owners, the poor auto-
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rickshaw-walas are all starving. Rea.lly
speaking, this price rise has an in-
direct impact on the country as a
whole.

It is al] right to say that the Arab
countries have increased the price
of petrol. Mr. Borooah was saying
that it is simply because of the Arab
countries who have increased the
prices. Is it correct? I do not say
he was misleading the House, but he
was not correct in saying it. The in-
.crease in the price of petrol by about
Re. 1 a litre is not justified at all. I
know that even if you increase it
by Rs. 5 you will get supporters here,
but simply because of their support
you cannot increase the price and
burden the people further.

Really, there is a price increase in
‘muny  cpmmodities. What about
milk? What about wdible oils?
‘People are finding it "hard to make
‘both ends meet. Mr. Banerjee may
-ask for a rise in the wages of the
employees. It is all right as far as
the employees are concerned. That
‘might help them in regard to meet-
‘ing the price increase, but what about
‘the people who are not employed.
who are on the starvation level? The
Government say they are helping the
poor people, the weaker section of
‘society. I do not know which is the
‘Weaker section. If you have got
really any iota of knowledge about
the conditions of the poor people, you
will come to the conclusion that there
is a price rise in almost every commo-
dity and that the people are finding
it hard to make both ends meet.

Therefore, something must be done.
‘Do not be carried away by the assu-
rances given by the so-calleq econo-
mists. Something will have to be
done to arrest the price increase and
the people must be saved.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the course of the
last one year, I fird that we are dis-
cussing this problem of price rise for
the third or the fourth time. There-
dore, T can very well understand there
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is a repetition of the motion in the

same words and most of the speeches

delivered were also similar. I will

try to see that I do not deliver the

same reply.
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SHRI PILOO MODY: That means
he has learnt something.

SHR] YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
But you have not. It at al] we have
to deal with the problem of prices
as I said last time, we will have to
see the entire question of prices in
its proper national, economic perspe-
ctive, and also political perspective.
As we have seen, this rise in prices
is effected by both internal factors
and externa] factors. I am mention-
ing external factors not merely to
explain away some of the factors that
are responsible for the price rise, but
it is a fact of life that we are to a
certain extent dependent on the sup-
ply of some of the important commo-
dities from other countries; we im-
port these commodities which are
necessary for carrying on some of the
economic activities i’ our country.
This is also because we have brought
certain sophistication in our econo-
mic life. We see that the prices of
certain commodities have been ris-
ing in the world market-fertilisers,
crude oil, steel, and nonferrous me-
tals necessary for industrial produc-
tion. Their prices were rising and
our country cannot merely wish it
away. These are some of the exter-
na) factors which are exercising their
pressure on the price structure in
this country,

Of course, internal factors were
there. Some of them are still there.
For example, there were certain fac-
tors exercising pressure on the de-
mand side, and also on the supply
side. There was shortage of supply
because of declire in production of
agricultural commodities like coarse
grains, oil seeds, ‘etc. Oil seeds par-
ticularly exercise tremendous pres-
sure on prices. If you analyse #he
price rise in the last four years you
will see that the price rise in the
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case of foodgrains and oil seeds has
exercised a major influence on the rise
in prices. There are other reasons
also. Some of them have been repea-
ted by hon. Members and we have
also cor.ceded them. For example,
Shri Vajpayee emphasised the increa-
sed money supply. There was more
Government spending. If money
supply has increased because of go-
vernment spending, we shall have to
examine reasons why we were re-
quired to resort to deficit financing.
It is not for merely luxury’s sake that
we resorted to it. I am giving this
information which has been given
repeatedly before, but it is necessary
for us to understand the point in
proper perspective. Mr. Mavalankar
wanted me to say that exact steps
were taken and what policy measures
had been adopted to see that the price
problem is solved to our reasonable
satisfaction. One of the steps that
we have taken is—We are trying to see
that it is properly implemented—that
there should be an economy of nearly
Rs. 40 crores in our expenditure in the
course of this financial year. We have
asked in the course of this financial
year. We have asked the States Gov-
ernments also to effect an economy
of nearly Rs. 100 crores in their
expenditure. It is not that we have
not taken any step, to restrict Gov-
ernment spendings. I do not know
whether 1 have understood Mr. Vaj-
payee correctly. He might correct me
if I misinterpret his remarks. He said
that it was not relevant to what ex-
tent the areas were affeced by
drought and failure of crop, but it
was ultimately the percentage of loss
in production that was much more
important. That was the vpoint he
emphasised. You can take into ac-
count the percentage of production
at: the end of the whole year and
possibly put your case statistically in
a proper way, or in an improper way.
But when it affects a large area in-
volving a very large percentage of
people, production rise or production
fall in average terms at the end of
the year does not help. For example,
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in this case we were required to
provide employment to nearly a crore
of people in large parts of our coum-
try at the expense of the Govern-
ment and the Central Government
had to provide a major part of its
expenditure. We have to give employ-
ment to 94-96 lakhs of people, near-
ly a crore of people. Can I merely
tell them: no, there is a fall in
production, there are my statistics,
and therefore it is difflcult to provide
money. You cannot produce that
very sophisticated argument that,
“There is going to be no more in-
crease in money-supply and there-
fore you will have to suffer the
consequences of the drought” Ne
democratic Government can say
that. You have to take a certain
responsibility and risk. This risk
was there in the increased Goven-
ment spending.

In the course of last year, people
had suffered and there is an -element
of suffering even today. I know
there are people who are somewhat
dissatisfied with the present situa-
tion. We are aware of it and we are
trying to do our best to remove the
sufferings from the lives of the
people. The situation was such that.
possibly any political party or any
Government would have been over-
whelmed. The only claim of
achievement we can make is that.
during this very dificult economic
situation ang political situation, we
did not allow ourselves to be over-
whelmed. We must thank and con-
gratulate the people that they also
helped us not to be overwhelmed by
these very serious difficulties. T
know the opposition parties perhaps
may not like this statement of mine.
But it is a fact of life that they did
their best to make an explosive use
of the critical -economic situation, but
1 must say, the people in their
wisdom saw through their game. The
people were angryl and wanted to
protest, but they did not fall a
victim to that sort of propagande
unleashed by the opposition. We
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will have to see it in this
perspective.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Nor will they heed this propaganda
you are making.

SHRI YESHWANTRAQO CHAVAN:
This is not propaganda. I am
making a statement of fact after the
cvent. Mr. Shamim said that no
argument has been produced frem
that side as to how we can get out of
it because there was no intention to
find a solution to the problem.
(Interruptions). I can certainly
give a long list of what we have
done in the course of the last few
months to see that the prices do not
rise....

AN HON. MEMBER: What is the
outcome?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
The outcome is that we have been
successful in maintaining the politi-
cal stability in this country and we
have used this stability to strengthen
the forces of production in the agri-
cultural and industrial  sectors.
Without allowing ourselves to. be
overwhelmed, we quietly applied our
mind to the problem and tried to
find out how we can organise the
productive forces properly. I must
say that this has started paying
dividend now.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: Agricultural

political

and Industrial production have
declined because of your Wwrong
policy.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: You are

absolutely wrong when you say that
the people have behaved in a con-
structive manner and the opposition
tried to instigate them. You are
provoking them the other way. You
have brought the country to the near
condition of chaos.

SHRI B. N. REDDY (Niryalguda):
Even in States where there is a
single party in majority, there is
President’s rule. Is this 'the exami-
ple of political stability?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
I am not yielding. What he has
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said has nothing to do with the
economic situation. ... (Interruptions)

19 hrs.

We have taken a series of steps for

controlling the price rise. The
Reserve Bank of India have taken
a package of measures in the last

four months. May I say that the
Bank Rate was raised from six to
seven per cent and the minimum
lending rate was prescribed for com-
mercial banks excepting lending for
certain specified sectors. At the same
time, the statutory reserves have
been increased from three to five per
cent and then to seven per cent.
These steps have had the effect of
immobilising about Rs. 400 crores.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
All these had been quoted last time
also.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
‘What can I do? You have raised the
very same points again.

ot wew fagrt Mo s A
werar fs quAt T A A KO
wf | wET |

oft aRrRrTT AW A3 W ar
fr ®€ 7% a wgar A Wi FEO
fegudta w1

When you have raised some points,
we have to make a reference to the
realities and state them. These are
continuous steps and results. So, I
must make a mention of the fact that
the ‘effect of those steps is being
felt now. I must make a mention
of this thing because these are very
effective ‘answers to the points you
have raised, which you do not want
to hear.

- SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
We want you to be a financial
wizard.
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SHRI PILOO MODY:; We want to
‘urn you into a financial wizard.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
If Shri Piloo Mody has that much
understanding, it is a good thing.

Now I will say what we have done
AR order to augment our supplies,
-though this is not something which is
-new. We had to resort to import on a
very large scale import of foodstuffs
and different types of oil for example.
During January to September 1973
-the import of foodgrains amount to
2.1 million tonnes. Further imports of
1.7 million have also been contracted.
\Of course, you all know of the offer
of Russia of 2 million tonnes of wheat.
This has started arriving in this coun-
try at the very right time. This has
also increased the availability of food-
grains in this country. This creates a
Bood psychology. The prices have
‘gone up mainly because of certain
shortages, because of certain internal
factors. This is one point. But the
psychology of scarcity has also result-
_ed in price rise. Therefore, this step

. of importing foodgrains, different types
. of oilseeds and oils has changed the
_ complexion of the problem.

Today some hon. Members made a

_ mention of what the Prime Minister
_ said yesterday in our party meeting,
_ namely, that we have seen the worst
part of it. That does not mean that
we are completely at the end of the
problem. We have still some problems

_ to deal with, but certainly the com-
plexion of it has changed. At the
_present moment, because of the good
. crop and good availability of food-
graing in thig country, we have seen
that there is a decline in the prices of

_ _oilseeds, bajra and wheat. If I can
refer to some of the figures which are
.available for comparisen sake, in the
case of Wheat, for example....(In-
terruptions) . As regards the whole-
sale price index numbers which are
announced by.the Government from
time to time, in. the case of wheat, for
example, the price_index of wheat in
the month of July wag 227 and in
the month of October revised index
was 2115. So, as a matter of fact,
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there is a decline. In the case of
jowar decline is 3.6; in the case of
bajra it is 28.4; in the case of ground-
nut oil it is 9.9. I am merely men-
tioning some of the important food-
gards oilseeds which was mainly res-
for the price rise last year. As re-
gads oilseeds which was mainly res-
ponsible for the price rise, there is
also the same trend—I know, this trend
has not yet become some sort of per-
manent thing. This particular trend
shows the availability of impertant
articles the scarcity of which created
problems for us. When these things
are there, it means we have certainly
crossed the worst. (Interruptions)
There is some sort of a confldence
coming back in the minds of the
people. That is what really speaking
is troubling you.
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As we proceed further, as the win-
ter crop is going to be a better one
and, as the industrial production is
also going to improve, I am sure....
(Interruptions)

IR WERT W19 AT FP 7 @
q IqH A TN B | W IR QA
A T WY T | W A X
HEAYT TF G G | MR FA ¥ qWA
FE AT AT T ST W

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
The point that I was making was that
with the improvements in the avail-
ability of some of the important arti-
cles which exercised influence on the
price rise, as they are showing a heal-
thy trend, I am sure, the things are
going to improve in days to come....
(Interruptions) I am not making any
prophecy about the price fail. I say
that the present trend shows that
there is going to be a stabilisation of
prices. I cannot say that there is go-
ing to be a very sharp decline. But
certainly, our efforts will have to be
directed towards that. (Interruptions)
The prevention nf further Drice rise
will have to be our objective ang our
entire plan and effort will have to be
in that direction. This is the strategy
that we are trying to follow for con-
trolling the prices, for stabilising the
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price. ... (Interruptions) 1 have made
a mention of some of the steps that
we have taken.....

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Why are you asking us to reconcile
ourselves to the stabilisation of prices
at the highest level since Indepsm-
dence?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
We are dealing with the problem of
prices in the course of last year. I
am trying to make you understand
the trend of prices as it is proceeding
from month to month. If you are
trying to find solution to the problem
at hand, you must first try to under-
stand what the problem is. I will de-
fine the problem for you. But you
do not want to understand it. Then
what can I do? (Interruptions)

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
I do not want to get a certificate from
you.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
You may think that you are the wisest
man in the world. You may have
that satisfaction. I do not want to
come in the way of that satisfaction.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
You have not learnt anything about
cconomics,

o TEAATE AFW < AT I
e & a3 wfea &
You have no patience to hear me.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
You must use a proper language.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
What improper language have I used?

SHRI SHAYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Why do you ask us to be reconciled
to the stabilisation of prices at the
highest level since independence?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
I have only said that I am not making
any prophesy about a sharp fall in
prices; I cannot make that prophesy.
Our objective will now have to be
‘to see that there is no further rise in
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prices, and possibly the prices may-
have to stabilise at a higher level. This :
is what I am trying to say. (Inter--
ruptions) .

406.

Now I want to mention the steps.:
that we have taken. One of the argu-
ments made by the Opposition was.
that Government, instead of taking-.
steps for reducing the prices,—this is-.
a new line of argument that they
have started—the Government itself
has started increasing the prices and
the illustration they gave was the rise-
in the case of issue prices and the rise-
in the case of petrol and kerosene.
Our answer to that is this. When
there is the price question, the most
important thing that we have to do is.
to see that there is more availability
of some of the foodgrains. Those who
are criticising the Government today:
about this had themselves said that.
there ought to have been reasonable-
prices given to farmers and producers.
(Interruptions)

Now, in order to make the availabi- -
lity, when we give a rise in the pro--
curement prices to the produce, it is
the same people who are coming for-
ward with the argument that we are:
increasing the issue prices. With the
rise in procurement price, there will"
be more availability of coarse grains:
angd the rice....(Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: There is a limit..
Please sit down. Please do not do it
every time.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
The decline in the prices of coarse
grains, the decline is the prices of.
Bajra and the decline in the price of
rice to a certain extent is because of
the possibility of availability of grains.
in the market because the Govern-
ment have offered more price to the
producers. . . . (Interruptions). Thege -
things are giving the results.

Now, they have started the argu--
ment that the Governmemt is raising.
the price. ,
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With regard to petrol prices, the
Minister for Petroleum and Chemi-
cals.... (Interruptions),

| VSR AP W FT AL F A
& 6 e qR grew Y g & Az X
w1y & T | wiq et 7@ ¥ qgT
g §, @ TH( wawq 7g A & fow
ST A FEAE § A T | T
w1 FQAFT frerer § ! @ awg A
S | W ErIg G e §, Hfr
TF ) A AT O G § |
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SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
‘They will take advantage of it in the
incomt-tax deduction, but I can in-
form the house that we are examin-
ing this question as to how we can
now amend the Income Tax Act so
that the advantages will not be taken
for the purposes of expenditure. It
can be done after examination. But
we propose to do that.

As far as the additonal income or
revenue that we will get from the
rise in prices of petroleum. is con-
cerned we have decided that a rea-
:sonable part of it will be used to im-
prove the public transport system.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Now, he has qualified it by saying ‘a
reasonable part’. What did Mr.
Borooah say? He did not say ‘only a
reasonable part’. Now you say ‘a
reasonable part’.

SHRI YESHVANTRAO CHAVAN:
He also said that. You did not hear
him properly. You can see from the
proceedings. He said that. I heard
him and I am repeating what he said.

SHRI D. K. PANDA (Bhanjana-
-gar): The new point raised is a very
simple one and it requires also a very
-simple answer. The point is the last
time when we discussed the price
line, you gave an answer and you
are giving the same answer now also.
"What we want is and I am appealing
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to Mr. Chavan that while in pursu
ance of your dynamic policy, you can
also give a dynamic answer. During
the past 3-4 months there was a gal-
loping price rise and this is the Go-
vernment which has fixed the issue
price at a higher rate in regard to
wheat, rice, bajra, kerosene, milk
tte.. ... (Interruptions). That is the
simple question. Why repeat the
same answer?
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MR. SPEAKER: Please
Let him reply.

sit down.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
The hon, Member thinks that he has
put a simple question. My simple
answer to that is that I am not rep-
eating what I said last time because
the question of petrol prices is a new
question. I am giving an answer and
information which is completely new
because the petrol prices are a new
things. The answer that I am giving
is that the price rise, whether it was
jumping or leaping, has ceased to be
so in the last three months. The
price rise was considerably less than
what it was earlier. ... (Interruptions)
I am giving you facts and I am giving
you authoritative information which
we have got.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: The
of everything have gone up.

R )

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:

1 have not made statement about
everything.... . (Interruptions)

weam wgay : A"y g 99 T a1
ST Q&1 F, 7T IF a1 A7 Ig O@1 HL
oq FAEC THWR FE T MT
wEx g ?

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
1 have not said about everything. I
mentioried specific items and I men-
tioned specific articles. I said in such
and such a case the price has shown
a declining trend. I am not mention-
ing cement. I have mentioneq wheat.
I have mentioned oilseeds. I have
mentioned bajra. I have mentioned
specific things. I have not made a
general statement at all. I should

prices
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wglzaragigh d P A AW Args
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not be misinterpreted. I do not at
the same time want to unnecessarily
point a rosy picture. I am taking a
realistic assessment of the situation
.and my only submission is, there is
an improvement in the situation to a
certain extent and if it continue then
there is going to be more improve-
ment in the days to come.

409

& ame &dTy am@r g a7 )
IaF ax fed sgF AT fF Y
G AN F W q4A ¥ g qg AT
FRe W |W W 1 qew
gge 5 #g f¥ ag Jwme wEew

‘Therefore, Sir, taking into consi-
-deration all the steps which we have
taken and the assessment that we
have made, one should riot take a
pessimistic view or an alarming view

of the situation and I think if the
present trend continues we wll be
out of the woods and this is my hope.
“Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri S. M. Baner-
jee has got the right of reply. Shri
‘S. M. Banerjee. (Interruptions)

fead, & wyasr ¥ Faysfer
ARAT & FEaT § e wre wod W
FW X FH DAY w1 w7 ¥ T g
¥ fifag IfFT w0 DT aww A&
2 @ wa gAYy g DAy
SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH
(Pupri): May 1 ask one question? I
would like to know from .Shri Ban-
erjee whether fifty per cent of the
population of this country who live
substantially below poverty line and
are very poor are affected by this

price rise or not. I want a specific
answer from him. (Interruptions)

it Qs TR o FAN : LT FZ[2T,

A3 04T AFAaY & werw gA § ) (gzwn)
MR. SPEAKER: There is limit: for
-everything. This is a ouse and you

cannot get up every now and then
and talk like this.

ofY Q8o QR0 wANT : WA WEIEA,
Y wfaal ¥ wraor Ky W@ g X
T3 ¢ W 44 arge & 9g g wifas
arexfaw afcfeqfs A fedt & wmaz
@y W Wifew W W T I AT

2 W TEWAT YEAW &  §@ME
€Y gk &, fogrom agar v & 1 @
F QI IR EF ¥ Q1 731 K wae
R F A ¥ IY Aaw g e }
fFgnamaaw e fran § 1 I
qrrs FY ava g, & Fgav g, w4 Aay
ot agi &8Y &, T 3T *7 awrw qrizat
F1 UF FALY L I AT I FS W
IFE e faar &, Ao F 1w qgd &
TR A F Fgr v 97 A ] AT FS @A
SR fear , ag QAT w7 F Ay g
oF WET # AT A A SrHT A AN
T ag FAY favem # i T=zror Irga
q gy wgr & ar & ¥ 7 & g
2y & fay §a § 9o ¥ @@ W@
faer | ag A AW AT H SrHT G |
o} AW F grgree W w7 W@ )

oF 1= 5T To oY WY 7 I ga
foal & 541 5 g@ a9 N & Srewwwr
agAr afgd | fedw & ewww ag@
1 At fedg fafae & faar g wer
11 89T QA ofolqo & FHAN fogly
ag® qare, wgrf & Wy F g T
TTHR g7 I8 NIHEHT ST 47,
fagi Igaa & v foar, sawr Aifew
WL SAF! BTAT KT &r WY & | FEAA
gt iy arfgd, ag & WY wwaAr §
FfeT W e A F g T fad,
MY F 9z F 7 fad, ¥ IR
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5-6 a0 FY &@ew g wrf, vwwk Az
TR w5 T v 9 Y e,
A & for T e wfg, @ &
o wrgar g fe mfax § s¥ @y ?
T S & af § e fawy
i ¥ e ag § 1 Hfew agi ax fger
7 Tt adY & ST gavew faret
T R ) & s e g fe o
v & et Y sor< o wr iy
T ETHR IR FT AR & ?
TR fereraf w0 st & At & amer
SRATE B I R ? o ferer &
¢ f g A o e § e
aw sfawa w w7 &, frt X sarer
T & wt aegafa ¥ A gz W< & fw
W Sfqod auHY qeaTg F9 F3 faar |
TR 9T Ww ¥ 0F w7 ¢ fw
gy feqer Y gaem @ @ i &
FJOAT P 1 g Y A forr
ot saTaT TEETE NN &W WRT & @ady
SURT A | IAR @ wfawa &Y
XA AR 2@ sfawa sa¥ w8 O fow
N qETE W Y ¥ @) A &, A
196 &% fsu® fad wsgor ea 7@
A E A ag qw Ffawa FW FL AV T
AT TR A AT Az ? fwew g
i ? & quAT A § 5 25-26
ar oF Nffewes et as w1 feg-
= ¥ fomaY agwa s qr ST g
2, AfeT At 26 AT & AT A Tffe-
afe svst verw Y @Y S g B @y
&8 ? W garaifaw fegiat ¥ S
o fammm wsm o wr owr &
AT A & 5 ag e oifearie §
qTGE T J T S | S ¥ Ay
feer aveft 4k & o o v A wtorx
& T AW
% wwgran g {6 o faq oy v
| SRAT AT Al A T T, g7 R
T FARATE WAL W, A Y
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o e A9y 5 = aq) fane
Terd e 23 & Jefi reml R ger€
WY TN § T AfE W7 wewy o
femr srade wmr o el & ot s
T FE AF T @7 | g feek qed
# frodd, fee® aro #1 soEd ar
o A ) gwfey W aewd gy
ST Y wHET €Y Friw A g
g I AW FI& 37 Ao w7 e
W K Bfew 7@ Ao | & swgarg
g forgfY gt a¢ waw fad § Wiz ag
Fg ¢ f5 ol & qiw 92 §, oF wRA
TE A W AT IR dfa
Y Ty A o6 § Fv vt § 1 (zwawn)
¥ wgar § o ww avore A sfed awr
€ e T 8 mw e wdr
glosft Hraded & fod dsm emrar &4
o9 fAwd § W@ q@i gl ¥
X P w5 DT T oy
TR gar @ gww ? gw el omw
o Wa § g sasT @A F T
wifow sy | & g HWet A Y
g AW § F wivle, wagw
g & 1 g4 Ad 2 (% s 97
fegram o1 @ ¥ 1 feRaw v s
Ty farsrm gk o Y o &Y gely # &y
3w ¥ wrowr @@ e o 83 gy
qa ferar at e e mvas amar 2w 4y
fosfrem fear ar f& oY ardy g
R fegeam & =1 €F 1 Afew mo
TEAE & q9 T 950 & 59 ag
wgr omar § fe afeedb it Y s @Y &
3fET FrE ¥ | TEOT FY OF qf—
wiST Y T AW F % qgr F A A
oF qoar @ a1 AfeT aw sy qar
a7 & g grgd ¥ AT 55-56
FAT 7Y A7 forady 7 F9F # s
T o™ FY & A fad w9 o aEw
@ | & 1947 ¥ HHL A AT W
2w A ot qAw ¥ & wdveafy @ 0¥
AR AN FAgafa ¥ § gwafa @
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g T | 9 oF FreEm & wfas
T 24 FREAATEE &) 747 | g4 aH
fsigdy @ wq@ WS @ T
50 TIC @ WE | WEAE A TART FAC
dis & 1 uF A mEW W A
e EGEr # g W, #@Er
HOGA AT FEIE IX A AT 6T
ST GEMY 9T AT § § faar F%A F
a9z 9T ST @ § | gAfAe & wrav §
S gL ®TE gAE Wi ORI A
S T QFA K FIAW FT | ;ATS AR
T FE A W AAEEIY
#1 &A1 X sy Afwa gor fwgy &
27 ws F O ¥ FE F gAY AT
wH A JF SAT §, T WS W g
mge faedy & v wr & A% foaw
ot red § SAET qAT wAT G §
(smag ) & Sgar § fF s 5w
g ¥ AT TEAA fF IFEr T €5
ST | gw ATgd & wre fadwy walar-
qTe) WX AW Fafqowen #1 fame
# fag wrer Sy @ g G &
Y |

g7 7 f WET T YA AN 4
N, 9 A" § G 0% OF WY 9%
[ AT T ) feaT ww gafav
qwar fewe @ arem & 1 S
WX WP AR S A § 7w
TEAT I Y e 9T G § IS
aaR s § fv aemy aga fresadd
7 @, M AT A@E T@gA
T IPFT A § | TF (LT 9T Q@
R qgar & 9 Tewr ot T §
G w ewA &1 asgEf
oY feww B & MO @ 7| TAHY
T & ? wy 9TR) JuA) aw@ § ?
& wgtr wgw § w9 weawd, fafew
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FTE A AAA T | MO 7w A
F FHAN 1 wfaw e

TFUE HEIR, I TR a1 F)
& gy way § safoe & g\ S
e &1 qfaw A7 & o duir T3
g1 5 oF ¥ Fg WAt E 1w
g WFT WY a9 FW@ E T F
F GIHA Fga< G00d T7T

T HUE ANET ALY, 9% 99 09
o7 Sger §

wg g fmdr ads, sF am
I I |

MR. SPEAKER: Since Shri Ban-

erjee is not withdrawing the motion,
I shall put it to vote.

The question is:
“That the House do not adjourn.”
The Lok Sabha divided:

Division No. 1 [19.42 hrs.}

AYES
Agarwal, Shri Virendra
Banera, Shri Hamendra Singh
Banerjee, Shri S. M.
Berwa, Shri Onkar Lal
Bhagirath Bhanwar, Shri
Bhaura, Shri B. S.
Chandra Shekhar Singh, Shri
Chandrappan, Shri C. K.
Chaudhary, Shri Iswar
Chavda, Shri K S.
Chowhan, Shri Bharat Singh
Dandavate, Prof. Madhu
Guha, Shri Samar
Jharkhande Rai, Shri
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Joshi, Shri Jagannathrao Bhagat, Shri H. K. L.
Kachwai, Shri Hukam Chand Bhargava, Shri Basheshwar Nath
Kiruttinan, Shri Tha Bhuvarahan, Shri G.
Koya, Shri C. H. Mohamed Chaudhary, Shri Nitiraj Singh
Krishnan, Shri E. R. Chavan, Shri Yeshwantrao
Limaye, Shri Madhu Chhotey Lal, Shri !
Manjhi, Shri Bhola Dalbir Singh, Shri v
Mavalankar, Shri P. G. } Das, Shri Anadi Charan
Mehta, Shri P. M. Das, Shri Dharnidhar
Mishra, Shri Shyamnandan Dasappa, Shri Tulsidas
Nayar, Shrimati Shakuntala Deshmukh, Shri K. G.
Panda, Shri D. K. Dhamankar, Shri
Pandeya, Dr. Laxminarain Dharia, Shri Mohan
Parmar, Shri Bhaljibhai Dinesh Singh, Shri

Reddy, Shri B. N.

Sambhali, Shri Ishaque *
Sezhiyan, Shri

Sharma, Shri R. R.

Shastri,” Shri Ramavatar

Singh, Shri D. N.

Ulaganambi, Shri R. P.

Vajpayee, Shri Atal Bihari

Verma, Shri Phbol Chand
Viswanathan, Shri G.

Yadav, Shri G. P.
' NOES Gomango, Shri Giridhar

Dixit, Shri G. C.

Dumada, Shri L. K.

Dwivedi, Shri Nageshwar
Engti, Shri Biren .
Gandhi, Shrimati‘lndira
Ganesh, Shri K. R.

Gavit, Shri T. H.

Ghosh, Shri P. K.
Godfrey, Shrimati M.
Gokhale, Shri H. R.

Goswami, Shri Dinesh Chandra
Gotkhinde, Shri Annasaheb
Hansda, Shri Subodh

Hari Kishore Singh, Shri
Hashim, Shri M. M.
Ishaque, Shri A. K. M.
Jha, Shri Chiranjib
Kadannappalli, Shri Ramachandran
Kailas, Dr.

Aga, Shri Syed Ahmed
Ahirwar, Shri Nathu Ram
Alagesan, Shri O. V.
Ansari, Shri Zigur Rahman
Arvind Netam, Shri

Azad, Shri Bhagwat Jha
Banerji, Shrimati Mukul
Barman, $hri R. N.

Basappa, Shri K. .
Bhagat, Shri B. R. Kapur, Shri Sat Pal
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Karan Singh, Dr.

Kasture, Shri A. S.
Kaul, Shrimati Sheila
Kedar Nath Singh, Shri
Khadilkar, Shri R. K.
Kisku, Shri A. K.
Kotoki, Shri Liladhar
Kulkarni, Shri Raja
Kureel, Shri B. N.
Lakkappa, Shri K.

Lakshminarayanan, Shri M. R.

Mahajan, Shri Vikram

Mahishi, Dr. Sarojini

Majhi, Shri Kumar
Mallanna, Shri K.
Mallikarjun, Shri

Mandal, Shri Jagdish Narain
Manoharan, Shri K.
Maurya, Shri B. P.

Mirdha, Shri Nathu Ram
Mohsin, Shri F. H.

Naik, Shri B. V.

Negi, Shri Pratap Singh
Oraon, Shri Tuna

Pahadia, Shri Jagannath
Painuli, Shri Paripoornanand
Pandey, Shri Narsingh Narain
Pandey, Shri Sudhakar
Panigrahi, Shri Chintamani
Partap Singh, Shri
Parthasarathy, Shri P.
Patnaik, Shri J. B.

Peje, Shri . L.

Pradhani, Shri K.
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Qureshi, Shri Mohd. Shafi
Raghu Ramaiah, Shri K.
Ram Sewak, Ch.
Rana, Shri M. B.
Rso, Shrimati B. Radhabai A.
Rao, Shri Jagannath
Rao, Shri Nageswara
Rao, Shri Pattabhi Rama
Reddy, Shri K. Kodanda Rami
Reddy, Shri M. Ram Gopal
Rohatgi, Shrimatj Sushila
Rudra Pratap Singh, Shri
Saini, Shri Mulki Raj
Saksena, Prof. S. L.
Samanta, Shri S. C.
Sarkar, Shri Sakti Kumar
Sathe, Shri Vasant
Satpathy, Shri Devendra
Savant, Shri Shankerrao
Sethi, Shri Arjiun .
Shahnawaz Khan, Shri
Shambhu Nath, Shri
Shankaranand, Shri B.
Sharma, Shri A. P.
Sharma, Shri Nawal K{shore
Sharma, Dr. Shankar Dayal
Shastri, Shri Biswanarayan
Shenoy, Shri P. R.
Sher Singh, Prof.
Shinde, Shri Annasaheb P.
Shivnath Singh, Shri
Shukla, Shri B. R.
Shukla, Shri Vidya Charan
Sinha, Shri Dharam Bir
Sinha, Shri Nawal Kishore

418
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Subramaniam, Shri C.

Sudarsanam, Shri M.
Surendra Pal Singh, Shri

419

Suryanarayana, Shri K.
Swaran Singh, Shri
Tiwary, Shri D. N.
Tiwary, Shri K. N.
Tombi Singh, Shri N.
Uikey, Shri M. G.
Venkatasubbaiah, Shri P.
Venkatswamy, Shri G.
Shri Balgovind
Shri Sukhdeo Prasad
Yadav, Shri Chandrajit
Yadav, Shri Karan Singh
Yadav, Shri N. P.

Yadav, Shri R. P.

Yadav, Shri D. P.

MR. SPEAKER: The result* of the
division is:
Ayes 39; Noes 132.
The motion was negatived.

Verma,

Verma,
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19.41 hrs.
BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTHE

THIRTY-THIRD REPORT

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI K. RAGHU
RAMAIAH): Sir, I beg to present the
Thirty-third Report of the Business
Advisory Committee.

MR. SPEAKER: Anything else?
Could we take up the Bill which is
coming next?

TNT A FFRA ALY FTAT ARA
g 2 &fer @1 fgae A7
AN HON. MEMBER: Enough. Let

us adjourn now.

MR. SPEAKER: The House stands.
adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow.

19.42 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, Nov-
ember, 13, 1973/Kartika, 22, 1895
(Saka).

*The following Members
AYES: Shri Sarjoo Pandey,

also

recorded their Votes:

NOES. Sarvashri Banamali Patnaik and Ambesh.
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