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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OP URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

x 6 j Increase in
Rates of

Inc r ea se  i n  t he  r a t e s  o r  post al
SERVICES, TEUSGRAMS AND TEZJSPHo NIS 
ON THE EVE OF Pa KXJAMENT SESSION.

sft Tmrarflrn: m ^t (te stt)  : 

sr^srar 3prf fr ^  P w f t
^ r^ rr  f? i «rrt fr w n s f  

^  qrnft r*r % crnr vsft *rf 
1 1  *r*nrr |  fV  ^  *«rr wfr 

*ii t  ? wi* fr n #  ipTr h #  $ i 
q ^ r  ar»wf w r  sfr r̂ufr srrcft 

%f*FT *rror -r.rft it  »n< £ 1

SsfaiT jpfT^r *?fr ’ pr t 7- $t *̂r 
sfTFT fr tftK frift -ft fr f 3  *r4ft |

*ft »t =t  ^
$> 1

*£fr Jftgrq-T (f*TT*) :
* m  fr % 1

M R SPEAKER: The statement 
was kept in the Notice Office, as 
usual

*l*nwtvr VTP^T • it 
«rrcft *ft 1

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: The
Members whose names are on the 
Cail-attenlion notice are always, pro-
vided with copies. Otherwise, how 
a re  they expected to ask questions? 
Perhaps, it has been given late by 
the Minister.

HE. SPEAKER: It was received 
« t  10*28.

SHRI INDRAJIT GtlPTtA: There
was plenty of time. I t could have 
been given during Question Hour,

MR. SPEAKER: In future, i t  will 
be done.

«ft '<iqr«reriT viiwV : *r«m  sff, 
t  w fiHwrfor *tftar *rfw % f?n^rfgr?r 
ffr^r F̂t sftr erpfiihr #^rrr *f»r 

f tw n  ’sfi^rr f  ’tfF  sn^rr w tm
f  far. 3T9T 9TC fr %% f  :----

"*Pr? % *TST % 5tT 3TFF- 
frTT, JTfT *rV MtsiFT
#  *T*f fr srfe i"

THE MINISTER OF COMM UNICA-
TIONS (DR. SHANKER D A Y A L  
SHARM A); A  review of the Budge-
tary position of the P & T Department 
over the pas-t few  y r , u  s shows that 
the ovn  all .surplus’s of the Depart-
ment have been c<.m*ng down pro- 
gre*hiv(ely. The profit <>f **» 3 7 1 4  
croit’i' during tht* year 1971-72 came 
down to a mew* Hs. 2 33 crores duiing
1974-75 Duim g the cut rent year
1975-76, i ’h Depaitm ent ’*■ e x p ir e d  
to run into an anticipati'd loss ol over 
Ri*. 20 'roies

Taking tin* frianci.'Ji picture *>f the 
Postal Service* jndepond-ntly, it has 
bt‘<*n ubvrvod that tl**3 losses incurred 
by this Wing dux mg the year 1970-71 
amounted to a li*tie less than Rs. 1 
crorc, but had been going up steadily, 
rearhing the figure of about Rs. 66 
crores estimated during 1978-76. The 
total loss on Postal Services since 
1970-71 ha» accumulated to Rs. 138 
crores. The calculated loss lor next 
year would have been another Rs. 7* 
crores.

The Postal Branch is highly labour 
intensive and about 80 per cont of It# 
cost is spent on staff expenditure. Tbe 
revision of pay scales implemented on 
account of the Third P*y Commission*# 
recommendations and some improve-
ments in promotional avenues made as
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a  resu lt of A greem ent in  th e  JCM  
D epartm ent Council in  May, 1974 
have steeply increased th e  salary  Bill. 
Besides, sanction of 14 instalm ents of 
Dearness Allowance has led to a 
considerable increase in  expenditure 
on allowance. The wage hill of the 
D epartm ent which stood at Rs. 203 
crores in 1973 74 roso to Rs. 321 crores 
during 1975-76, an increase of nearly 
Rs. 120 crores during a period of two 
years.

The P&T D epartm ent hag been tak -
ing  various m easures to  contain the 
expenditure on -staff costs. I t is cu r-
ren tly  engaged in carrying out an 
exercise to modify and sim plify the 
procedures so th a t the tim e of staff 
required  *°f perform ing various ope-
ration-' pertu*mng to tliij woik m Post 
Oflicc?, RMS Offices and Trlccom m u- 
nication Offices may be rt duc<Jd The 
recent economy nu-a-uies decided 
upon by the  Governm ent rue being 
im plem ent ’d 1 iipu!oti:.!y. Staff ston. 
dards for n a n 't ton of m an-pow er are 
being followed stuctlv . Expenditure 
on contingencies, over-t'rrp  allow-
ance, m edical ro-im bur^ement etc. arc 
being controlled and 1 estricted to the 
m inim um  required for efficien* func-
tioning of the Department Thet-e 
m easures are expected to result in 
stream lining the  working, increasing 
efficiency and also reducing expendi-
tu re. However, these m rjsu res cannot 
by  them selves meet the  anticipated 
deficit.

The costing of the individual postal 
services indicates that almost all the 
services are running a t a loss, mostly 
due to the increased staff costs as 
m entioned e°rlier. The Telecom muni-
cation  facilities in th e  country stand 
a t a very low stage of development 
a t present. We have 0,3 telephones 
per 100 of population as compared to 
62.75 in the United States of America. 
55.95 in  Sweden, 35.9 in Japan and 
38J9 in U.K. Telecom munications is  
an essential infrastructure for last 
economic development of the country.

I t  also provides scope for earning sub. 
stan tia l quantum  of foreign exchange 
by export of telecommunication equip-
m ent m anufactured in the country. 
The D epartm ent therefore, has to have 
an  intensive plan to expand the  Tele-
communication Services in  th e  re* 
m aining 3 years of the 5th P lan. In  
order to ensure th a t the existing sub-
scribers get a better service, expansion 
as w ell as im provem ent of the  system 
is absolutely necessary. This calls for 
heavy investm ent in  more m odem  
and sophisticated equipm ent. F or 
th i3 purpose, substantial support ha', 
"to be provided to the P&T’s  Capital 
Budget from  out of th e  P&T 
revenues.

The surpluses of the Telecom. 
Branch are being utilized to  balance 
th e  overall Budget of the Deparement. 
Consequently, the in ternal resources 
th a t could be utilized for Telecom 
developm ent are decreasing fast. The 
Capital Reserve Fund built up so fad 
will be com pletely wiped off by th^j 
end of 1975-76 As a m atte r of fact 
Rs 11 crores have to  be borrow ed 
this year from the  G eneral Revenues 
to meet the  anticipated loss. Beside* 
the increase in staff costs, prices of 
Telecom, equipm ent both im ported 
and indigenously m anufactured have 
been going up steadily . In  these 
circumstances, the Government have 
found it necessary to  revise th e  tariffs 
for certain of the Postal Services and 
Tele-com Services,

The revision of tariff* im plem ented 
w ith effect from 1st M arch, 1976 are 
the barest minimum required  by th e  
D epartm ent to m eet its  overall cost* 
and earn  a little  surplus fo r Capital 
investm ent. In  fact, the  G overnm ent 
have refra ined  from  raising substan-
tially the  charges for certain  service* 
w hich are used by th e  common man. 
F or exam ple, th e  m oney order service 
was incurring  a loss of Rs. 11.5 crores 
per annum . The revision of money 
order commission w ill make UP 
loss only to  th e  ex ten t of Rs* 4.5 crorea,
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still leaving the service to run a t a 
deficit of Rs 7 crores

I  would like to subm it th a t the rev i-
sion of theese ra tes  are  w ithin the 
com petence of C entral G overnm ent 
u n d e r th e  provisions contained in  
Ind ian  P ost Office Act and Indian  
Telegraph Act I t  is  onl\ m respect of 
certa in  Postal Services like Postcards, 
le tte r-cards, le tte rs, book and sam ple 
packets, reg istered  new spapers and  
parcels, th a t the revision of tariffs are 
sub ject to  th e  approval of the  P a r -
liam en t I t  m ay be obseived th a t the  
tariffs for these sei vices arc not being 
revised

T he G overnm ent have been senous- 
ly  considering th e  need for revision of 
ta riits  foi quite some tim e past in 
o rder to  a rrest the  de ten o ia ttiig  finan-
cial position of the  D epartm ent as 
ea rly  as possible The G overnm ent 
w ould have liked to  xcvisc the  rates 
m uch ea rlie r b u t due to  certain  ad mi 
m stra tiv e  reasons, th is piacticablc 
only from  1st M arch, 1976 Ever> day 
m a tte red  and  so th e  G overnm ent d e -
cided to  lev ise the ra tes from 1st 
M arch and  place th e  revision on the  
tab le  o f th e  H ouse on re-asi»emblj of 
th e  P arliam en t

iw n wrn  srrewt -jft
r o a r  fft *T*=fT faffw r
$  w*pftT3RT % v tr  am r r*  *fr£ 
apr^ arPTT % » v m  8 srrrte  ^  w** t t  
m  srrm r $*rr w  % w

25 Tt I WTTTT
ir  arm

m* *rafr t*  f w # t  
irm affrff t» \  T d r f

<rr, v t f w  T t $  \

«PTT |*t?TT t m  W* 1 0 -1 5  f t*  
^  w « F T fa r *r r T $ >  %?rr ’  

T O  *rr ?rar *r*rr
s * t r  srewr ^r$?ft ?fV $ $  ar? srfr
*rr?ft aft i w r  nflfiy w  It %  

*m* *r <rr% T&t Tt «far<nr 
qft ? ?rt ’Ten ^mrn % fir
TT ITT V lk r  TT SSFT
?r ? r  t t  ^  fc i

3ft, % «mr -t> t~t  q r
«t?t i * rffans1 T^tarr *rrr*r sft*r
t  T T ^ H  % T1*T T ^  WŜ J 
P 1 ^  ?T̂ l% *T 5T1T TT '* Z  *TT 

f w r  i ? t ^ * r  ^  5nr it f r t t  ernr 
*Tift £f*n t ;*>r str**? wi*r %
^3T ^  ? it t  *^3 *T fTP" war

fTT>r f t  r r , i  *, -J i^R T  \ Z *  T T ?  I t

Tfv*$WT qvr t i  i q y  ^  f  f r  srff
w it  T r ifs n n  3m t i  Tf^rfr^rr ^sfsfy 
?  f «rr<7 w  t  |r r *r*T7 ^ r r r r  
jtt ?nr ?r  ̂ i Srfr-T wrvrft 
frra^fr w»n- ^  i * r  t  «rsr
n̂sm -rt *?h t %ttt j

*r f T T i ’ar f  i *>rt «fV
mrr <in?r j?mr t o  
% forr ?ftjr '̂rofrotfto ?r ,vfw|rnr 5

?n 1 ’5 R  jsf tP 5Tafft
err jzrrsT ^»?r 5*tt tRrrrr ♦ *rr*i»

t  w t e  e n p i  iff
ftpjTwr % f%rnr 3 t m  ^ t t  f> n  »
w  *P?rr t t  f*rw ^  fT «rr? JfPfsfr ?f)r*rt 

t w  ?T»rr ar* ^ » r t  
^ r t t  art c r  ^an^snff, ĵfVrf*F<ff 
5 rtt^ nmrflr ?r*r«r <rr f t  % t *r «rFT»r,

«n% feft 5t, wan % ^
VTFt <F5TT TT% f  ? tqffr TTTB
snrr ?irar *ft»r i n w  ^
ipjW r t  if t r ) ^  <Rj(t t t  aewflr ^  ? 
w*n ’pft ^
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fiWlpqpT *  *R^ff apT tffTfrr 
apr ?7^r>T t ,

fa*Tpfr «pt sr^V r ?%Tm %, ^rsn^T 
>Rm SfJHT *PT *?TC>T w m  t ,  wenm 
wn spt *TE*nr wrf ?rs*m
s*T9?t f  ’ ft *r«T3nrr f  fa  m? srprf? ?nr 
spr faronr ft f a  fffatrnft, ^lfa^a 
T?rfaRr«rr m i  i vm t ^ f t
q’K r ^ y f  f  i -TfTT ;=P% *tp7 irnsff 
*rt, arfterr f*T̂ r=T % ^mr t t ,  w^rsfr

w  ▼? f  i t*t*t 5rrT^ ^frfr 
f t* ?  m^*r T^rft % \

screw -srt, s*r W * r  *r %
3TTT 3TT?T*Tr Ŵ TT g I T7‘fr 5TFT Tt 
*J£ fa v̂STT TT *t *r*re
t ; sTPTwr ^  srm rt
tn^nr ^7% ^rr <f*tar *fV ^nrsrcrrTT q r  
»rf ? m  *«r. w t  * q t  *r% '

^TCf T̂FT, WT V I  T»7 T̂T jftfa it
vn r *rnr anwr wrr *FfT t t w t  
% f%rr ifTWPTTfFT V* *rfrrr '

H tort t p t  m  &w. f a  w rv r  q%
tfr srsrrrT t  ^TTT 37 r=ft # I TPF-TR- 

fa*rc*T *rr fnrnr w  5 «rT*r<TT
g i g*rfcrq  srm rr t c t  «ft m  
w fffi  *rrm ^rf^n; , ?nn: wrr spft 
sfm f q r  srym m  wti * f t  * f t  «ft i 

S ffa^  $  m  3TRRT **13*! £  f a  »RT fTPT 
tfter * n i  *r^ftsrrsT *iV f¥ ? rm  «rr 
i c w g m frg o t t  ***% vnR tft Rft 
v r  5r ?

irrfsrfr snw, w^rer -aft.
|  t i ifa fcr  v> r 5fr»T f g ^ r w  !rr?r 

^  ? w r  *nr w  w i wt»T ? t v ^ t t h  
spTff f  ? vr^rf If ^jcr wit mrvrf ^ 

t o h t  m w rnr #®fr % ^
f ^ w w  ftt% f[( gasr <p: «ft «rnr% wrr 
fw n  i mt iA N ? v  t  

« w w r  W pA  #<Pf ^  W’T anrf^c |  i

stp* ztt. grqr ?ft<r ^  sr^r
^ f«p 5rfr q-|t *̂r%,

WrT% fWFT ^  ^CSPT ^ I fj- qppryjj ^
w pt  jfFrrr 3(7? % frnr q r  srw f 
w r  grgrf? Pf% t #  ^  ^rpm
,î T^Tr ^  f i r  ’STPTfT T T r7R  fr?F% 

% f^-nr q?r^ ir  t t r  f%-2r t  ? t a ’ST- 

TFFr ^ r  'Tr=T $ %fW
^rrcgpT 3FTT ?TPT ¥  f-?T spf^nff

Tt^'TT grrrf f, ’

2r ^7 ^ri^TT ^  f%  ?  rr jfp r-^T T  gr=ff 

sfrr ? t t t  » w  orsrra frf^r-T ^TTfwr s r t t  

*nrar srnr^r ^t<rr * r t  t ,  
srnr ?r?tpr ir ^ r  ^5fr r̂nrw  
wjtt >r 5th t  %, m  ^r% ?rw 
«rrr ^ t t  q r  ^ r t  ^rr^r |  ?
:pT ^  WT *r '̂TTT -%?, 3TFFTT T̂T??ft
I  1

¥T© snrm sm f: 
sr?n  ̂ ^  Rr «rnr 3r?tt t  tpt t t  
#̂T3Frr snsrrw ^ i wr̂ fi "sft
sî TT »T?Trt n ?fr f% fsr^r^Wf 
wi ’TPapsr wr»r J5fnn ¥i ^ «ftr 
f^prir ir*?  wnr # . ^ r r r  spri f ,

q r  ^  ?rr apt ^
^ t r t  |  i sr?nr «
STH i^ STJWf ^T v t f w
rft r̂?r T r̂ ^ %fr^ ?r? ^ vn?t f  xftr 
iw  t o  ^ rr  ^  »rt ? T ^ r | i 
<r>^r » n ^  k  ?prrrT w r  *rt^jr ^  
?» Ts^PTty^-srT^r |  
fsRPTT ^TOT I  ^  19
70 T̂TO wnr «(tt qrr̂ - ^ i xart 
*te?r £ farcm w v  ^rr ^rmr<qr 
^ f  «w â?rfir inr «rt^ w iw ft ir % 
s w  % ^  $  i n f t  m + z  srriT «ft

<5̂ r t  <wpr ^ f^r
11.5 v d ?  fr irdar wrcr «rr i wr
iftintTTT VTST 7 *Fdv ^  vthr I

fjEHfi W*TT ^  9fTQT I  fa ra %  f^T T
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||i  ̂4'fet£̂ ill 4j£ jitj kk iiiitl 
 ̂Jilt 4t iii  ̂11111* lî I I 
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^  ^  I  I siT'T ?r»r!:

;.'  ̂ I#' ^  ?iTCRft fTcIT îrriT

^  ^  ^  ^1

g s n n  I  I

TTsrmffK 5TI?^ : ?TT'T ^ T  

’?g’3fT'̂  qfr ^   ̂ .......

*' 3to 5ilT?t 5Ttrf : 1'̂
r f̂f t  ^x>f q̂-ir ^  TfaiT I  I

’ SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA (Jai-
, nagar): It is a very serious thing that 

a serious attempt is being made by the 
G overnm ent to erode the v'ery powers 
of the Parliament and introduce a 
budget through the back-door just on 
the eve of the Budget Session. The 
statem ent takes shelter behind the fact 
that in  accordance w ith  the provisions 
of the Indian Post Office Act and the 
Indian Telegraph Act all these inc-
reases could be made w ithout refe-
rence to the Parliament. The M inister 
had explained that he had shown  
m ercy upon the people in  that he had 
exem pted item s like the post-cards etc. 
w hich could not be done w ithout the 
approval of Parliament. So, therefore, 

' no question of m ercy here. In  the
statem'ent 'just now  made, w e have 
heard this. He said that substantial 
support has been provided to the 

j P&T’s Capital Budget from out of
these P&T Revenues. What I w ant 

' ' to  say is this. This is the Budget for
the com ing year and this budget is 

I being introduced in a manner which
' erodes the authority of the Parlia-

m ent.

, Sir, several blow s on democracy are
_  being m ade and on the authority of 

Parliament. These things have been  
happening during the last two years  
and there have been various forces at 
■work. There have been one set of 
forces dem anding the dissolution of 
S tate A ssem blies and even the Lok
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Sabha. And here is another blow  
which is coming, from  the ruling  
party itself, from  the Treasury B en-
ch es them selves. The tw o stream s 
are m eeting here only to g ive a b low  
to our system  and thereby eroding the 
very authority of the sovereign Par-
liam ent.

No plea of public interest could be 
taken here. The M inister has explain-
ed in the statem ent that th is ought 
to have been done earlier, but, b e-
cause of some administrative reasons, 
this could not be done before March 
1. So, because of this, namely; adm i-
nistrative difficulties; this could not be 
done earlier. But m y question is this; 
Why cannot you w ait for som etim e 
more, especially w hen Parliam ent is 
going to m eet soon? You have w aited  
for so long. You have been losing  
■several crores because of administra-
tive difficulties. These adm inistrative 
difficulties could not be overcome 
three m onths back or two months 
back or even one m onth back because 
it  is a time-consum ing, long-draw n  
out process and so th is thing has come 
suddenly in th is fashion. We know  
that during the last several years there 
have been cases of losses accruing to 
the Department. Even last year it  
could have been done, but it w as not 
done. Here just now on the eve of 
this budget session it has be'en done. 
So, Sir, here; it is not m erely a ques-
tion of reply by the hon. M inister, 
but you, Sir; as the Speaker of the 
House; as th'e custodian of the autho-
rity of Parliament, have to g ive your 
ruling on this particular point. The 
argum ents m ade sO far b y  the hon. 
M inister are superficial and they are 
not convincing. He is giving a b low  
to the authority of Parliament, though  
unw illingly it m ay be. A lthough ho 
m ay no have m eant it, his is w hat it 
really  means, and it serves that very  
purpose.

And, Sir, I think the M inister ow es 
an apology to this House that in  do-
ing so he has com itted a m istake and
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th a t ought to be rectified- The aooner 
i t  i0 done the better it will be for 
(he country and all of us.

Now coming to the contents of the 
statem ent Sir, one argument that has 
been given in the statement is regard- 
ing some economy measures that have 
been taken. The economy measures 
have been enumerated in the state- 
m ent but neither the statement nor 
the oral reply given by the Minister 
givtes us any idea as to what amount 

going to be saved through these 
economy measures and whether these 
have been calculated in putting this 
additional burden on the common 
num. In this context I would like 
to say that the different measures of 
economy that have been enumerated 

ought to make good the loss or part of 
th e  loss.

Another aspect that has been 
emphasised in the statement i s :

“In  order to ensure that the ex-
isting subscribers get a better ser-
vice, expansion as v̂ &ll as improve-
m ent of the system is absolutely 
necessary. This calls for heavy 
investment in more modem and 
sophisticated equipment. For this 
purpose substantial support has to 
be provided to the P&TTs capital 
budget out of the p&T revenues/’

Sir, we know and I fully share the 
Idea given by the Minister here that 
our production, particularly in tele-
phone industry, has picked up very 
speedily during the last lew  years 
and we ought to be proud of it. I 
also feel tha t tim e has come when 
by exporting our equipment we can 
augment the resources of foreign 
exchange for our country and make 
this Bepartmfent a very profitabe one. 
But, Sir, for that investment is it 
necessary that the common man 
should be taxed? Is  it not possible 
hat <the money could be had from 
nudes and other sources because it

is an investment and not an expendi-
ture. If an investment is required so 
that our telephone industry is capa-
ble of satisfying national needs and 
a t the same time is in a position to  
meet the requirements of a score ol 
other countries and thereby earn 
foreign exchange for tha t taxing the 
common man, I do not think, is 
justified.

Similarly the third point that has 
to be emphasised is that the incre-
ments in  rates have violated the poli-
cies enunciated by the Government 
and the Prime Minister during the last 
few years. The policy here as de-
clared several times is to try  to help 
the common man, try  to help the 
lowest rung of our population and 
then try  to tax  the upper rung. But 
her we have increased the money 
order and registration fee Most of 
us are receiving registered letters. 
Could it be not possible to exempt 
the lower rung and impose heavy 
burden on the upper rung I submit 
that taxing all classes together at the 
same rate is not very justified and 
that goes against the declared objec-
tives of the Government. I think, in 
such a situation 'even novr the lowest 
rung of people should be exempted 
and that burden, if it is unavoidable, 
can be shifted to the upper rung of 
people.

So I  w ant to ask of the Minister 
whether it could not be done earlier. 
I also w ant to ask why it could no t 
be delayed for a t least one m o n th ...

Mr. Speaker: He has answered
tha t.

Shri Btaogendra Jfca: He has said 
in his statement that several croree 
have beten lost already. He has also 
said in his statement that for admi-
nistrative reasons, it could not be done 
before March 1. I am asking why St 
could not be done from January* 1, 
why not from December*-!  why not 
from last yearfs budget itself so ife*i 
Parliament could have had an oppor-
tunity to dJabuat it. He has said that 
for administrative reasons tt couldi



not be done. So the administrative 
difficulty was taken note of. But what 
About the sovereignty of Parliament? 
W hat about a  discussion with Mem-
bers of Parliament and the Opposi-
tion. and then evolving a more con- 
create, more satisfactory, policy? 
That has been avoided. There is no 
satisfactory explanation as to why 
this could not be done, why this could 
not be delayed for a while.

Then what is the net effect of the 
economy measures? Thirdly, what is 
the tota\ expected-saving due to all 
these treasures? Lastly, are they 
even now thinking of exempting the 
lowest rung from these taxation 
measures?

l8x Increase in  PHALGUNA 18,
Rates of

DR SHANKER DAYAL SHARMA: 
Mr. Speaker, so far as the question of 
not bringing these measures earlier is 
concerned, I should like to point out 
that last year we had a surplus of 
Rs. 2.33 crores. Naturally in a de-
partm ent so widespread ad this, it 
takes time to get figures of income 
and losses Again, I would like to 
remind Shri Jha—working in the 
labour field, he must be knowing it— 
that the new rates of DA were 
decided upon only late and after it 
was decided, its impact was studied. 
Then and only then could we decide 
about it.

So fa r as respect for Parliament is 
concerned I should like to submit that 
we have done this fully in accord-
ance with the traditions and wishes 
of the House, because Parliament it-
self has conferred upon Government 
this power to change, meaning there-
by—we have every reason to think 
that this is the only way of interpre-
ting it—that Parliament in such a 
case has decided tha t this should be 
done by administrative action and we 
need not come before Parliament for 
thes things.

AN HON. MEMBER: No, no.

DR. SHANKLr  DAYAL SHARMA: 
So we have done it fully In accordance 
with the letter of the law and the 
intention as can be gathered from 
the letter of the law.

1807 (8A K A ) Postal Services i8 z
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As for the question of its being done 
earlier, I have already explained that 
after that impact of the new instal-
ments of DA was studied, we had to  
consider what further measures we 
should take in this matter. We could 
think of raiding the rates of certain 
items with the consent of Parliment. 
We have tried to leave them.

So far as money orders are con-
cerned, you have said that the richer 
people use bank cheques We do not 
get money orders of the rich people. 
They just pay a rupee to the bank 
and they collect it from bank to bank.

As I said, there was a loss of Rs.
11.5 crores and we have only tried  
to make it up slightly.

So far as the question of what w e 
are going to get by the various eco-
nomy measures is concerned, the 
effect of these measures will be 
known later. We have reduced the 
forms, but we are not going to  re -  
red uce the strength. There Is no 
idea of retrenchm ent. As to  w hat 
will be the effect of these measures, 
we will come to  our conclusions later.

You may judge the extent of our 
work if you realise th a t w e have got 
more than 6 lakh people working for 
us We have to look to  the ir inte-
rests. Then we have also to  look to  
the interests of the extra-departm en-
tal employees. We have increased 
their emoluments also. As you your-
self have said, ours being a welfare 
state, w e have to  see tooth sides. 
These 6 lakh people are  not only em-
ployees, but they a re  also our peo-
ple. We cannot retrench them ; w e 
cannot also stop what they should 
get, merely because this thing has
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cgone up So an every measure taken, 
We have to see tha t the burden falls 
heavily only on those who can afford 
to  bear it. We have tried  to save the 
people who cannot pay, who are in 
'difficulty We have tn ed  to tap the 
neh  people

Then I am not using the word ‘tax ’

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA The 
rich have been spared.

DR SHANKER DAYAL SHARMA 
This ig technically a fee and not a 
tax.

As for de’ay, delay would have re-
sulted m  a 1oj-» of Rs 10 tio ies  which 
would mean so much lo>s m  othei 
things Wo want to utilise all this 
for improving the condition* I want 
to make it <ie«»t that when *ve au  
talking of cconomy, we arc not th ’nk- 
ang of economv in torm* of essentials 
for the w o ik tr Y \ c \  during this 
period while v.e utrr* c ilculatmg 
we also decided about tht quaiters 
Which had been stopped ca iher tvpts 
I  and II The bun on them h*\d been 
removed and we are thinking of 
th a t So this has to be balanced 
both ways m  order tha t wo may be 
able to meet the needs of the com-
mon man

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA He has 
not answered the point whet he i it 
was not possible to invest in Tele-
com industry, not by taxing people 

Unit by taking money from financial 
institutions

DR SHANKER DAYAL SHARMA 
As fa r as the Indian Telecom indus-
t ry  is concerned, the capital invest-
m ent does not come to  much We 
hanre to pay for the equipment we 
rate and this will mainly go for pay-
m ent for the equipment that will 
tbe w ed.

Discovery o f 0fy 
to  B a u ein

Structure  (S ta t )
19.41 h a .

« *4

LAIDCOMMITTEE ON PAPERS 
ON THE TABLE

( i )  Mxmt ot ss

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kum bakonam ): 
I beg to lay on the Table minutes of 
the  sittings of the  Committee on 
Papers laid on the Table held on the 
23rd June, 1975, 18th February and 
1st March, 1976

( i t )  F i r s t  R e p o r t

SHRI SEZHIYAN Sir, I beg to pre-
sent the F irst Repoit of tne Com-
mittee on papers laid on the Table

12 42 hrs

STATEMENT RE DISCOVERY OP 
OIL BY ONGC IN BASSEIN 

STRUCTURE

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
(SHRI K D MALAVJYAj Mr 
Speaker Sir, i t  is with a sense of 
cons dproble giatifkation that 1 rise 
to make this statement today The 
Hon’ble Members a r t aware of the 
efforts made by us in ofl-shore ex-
ploration in an area of about 100,000 
sq k m , spreading from tihe Saura- 
shtra Coast to Konkan line I have 
already stated about tbe special pro- 
3ect known as the ‘Deeper Con-
tinental Shelf Project* covering an 
area of about 20,000 sq km w here 
seismic surveys have been complet-
ed in a record time of two months. 
The data obtained from the seismic 
survey of the deeper continental 
Shelf project area are being pro-
cessed and evaluated And the pre-
liminary results are quite encourag-
ing. In  all probability, exploratory 
drilling in the deeper continental 
shelf area will also be taken  up  
during thia year.


