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(iv) promote in full measure the
mutual co-operation among
the Asian nations for rapid

economic development and
social progress.”

To this, I want to add one sentence.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please continue
your speech next time.

17.36 hrs.

STATEMENT RE. WATER SUPPLY
POSITION IN DELHI

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are going to
the next item. Mr. Mohsin has come
with a statement on the water sup-
ply problem. It was raised in the
morning before the Speaker. The
point is, there is a Calling Attention
motion also which has been sent by
some hon. Members to the Speaker;
that is coming up on Monday. If I
allow the Minister to make the state-
ment today, that will not come.
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SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I think the

¢(Ahmedabad): Let the Minister IHouse agrees that the Minister should

give us water., We do not want to
pursue the Calling Attention Motion.
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai):
Water is more important than call
attention. The people of Delhi are
suffering. Tomorrow and the day
after, there will be a two-day lapse.
Let us know now whether we are
getting water or not.

make his statement and the call atten-
tion need not come up on Monday.
That is the opinion of the House.
They are not pressing the call atten-
tion motion. The hon. Minister may
make his statement now.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI F. H. MOHSIN): Sir, I rise
to make a statement.

Sir, a strike had taken place in
the Delhi Water Supply and Sewage
Disposal Undertaking starting on the
midnight of 5th November, 1973. The
main demand was 66 per cent increase
in wages. The Commissioner, Muni-
cipal Corporation, had assured the
striking workers that their demands
would be put up before the Water
Supply and Sewage Disposal Com-
mittee for consideration and as far as
possible a decision of the Committee
would be obtained in about 15 days.
The Committee considered the de-
mands on the 13th November, 1973,
but a final decision could not be taken
and the matter was referred to the
Commissioner for some additional in-
formation. The matter was to be
considered again by the Committee
on the 22nd November, 1973. Before
it could be considered, suddenly at
8.00 AM. on 22nd November, 1973, a
section of the workers manning the
Wazirabad Water Works struck work
and as a result the entire complex of
bulk production of water came to a
standstill. It was discovered that the
striking workers had simultaneously
caused extensive acts of sabotage in
the entire production and main dis-
tribution system. The sluice gate of
Wazirabad barrage had been lifted
and the raw water was let off down-
stream thereby causing a fall in the
level of the impounded water by a
few feet. The inter-locking system
of the electrical switch-gear of the
pump house was badly tempered
with. All the five telephone lines
connecting Wazirabad had been
snapped at various places. In the
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Chlorination plant chlorine gas was
let off making the approach to the
Plant difficult. Valves of the mains
taking raw water into Chandrawal
and also those on the distribution
mains were closed. When information
was received regarding stoppage of
the water, the engineers reached the
spot along with an adequate number
of police force. With the help of the
loyal workers the first pump of the
raw water intake was started at about
3.30 P.M. The supply of water in
Delhi had earlier been declared as
essential service by the Delhi Admin-
istration on the 3rd November, 1973.
The police arrested 62 persons. By
about 9.00 P.M. all the pumps in the
intake plant wecre restarted and by
midnight filteration started in one of
the two plants at Wazirabad and
Chandrawal. The various damages
which were caused to the Plant were
set right. The help of the army was
also sought and a batch of 30 army-
men also reached the Water Works.
By about 2.00 AM. on 23rd Novem-
ber all the filteration plants started
working to full capacity. At about
8.00 A.M. the conditions at Wazirabad
and Chandrawal and at the various
reservoirs had been brought to nor-
mal. With the partial restoration of
water supply it was possible to give
some water to certain parts of the
city in the morning between 7.00 to
9.00 AM. But since most of the re-
servoirs had gone dry ycsterday and
because many of the mains also re-
mained obstructed, auite a large area
of the city did not get water. By
now the water supply position in the
citv has come to normal though there
may not be adequate supply in the
distant areas, because of inadequate
pressure. During the course of the
night it is expected to restore normal
water supply in all parts of Delhi.
Union leaders have informed that the
strike has been called off. I regret
that so much needless inconvenience
has been caused to the citizens of
Delhi

1745 hrs.
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

PROCUREMENT AND DISTRIBUTION
PRICE OF FOODGRAINS

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now take
up the half-hour discussion by Mr.
Guha.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai):
Sir, yesterday in reply to the discus-
sion on the no-confidence motion, our
Prime Minister in a Spartan way
admitted that the Government does
not hesitate to admit its mistakes. I
hope that the Government considers
it a mistake that they did not increase
the price of bread earlier! Aftler the
discussion on the no-confidence mo-
tion yesterday, today we find that the
price of bread in Delhi has been
raised! This may appear as a small
incident. But it is not so. The wheat
and rice quota are being cut almost
everywhere. Whenever the Chief
Minister of West Bengal, Shri Sid-
dhartha Shankar Ray, flies to Delhi
and back—he does it almost twice a
week if not thrice—he only brings
back very good news to the people of
West Bengal that either the wheat
ration or rice ration is being cut!

It is admitted in the country today
that since independence there had
been no serious crisis like the food
crisis as we are facing today. The
Government is giving many pleas.—
drought, floods etc. No doubt drought
and floods have affected the food pro-
duction last year. But if the Govern-
ment had managed it properly and
with the firm conviction of the ideo-
logy of socialism they are advocating,
when they have accepted the basic
principle of socialism or socialising
the food trade a nd its distribution,
perhaps even with the marginal shor-
tage as the Government used to say,
the food problem would not have been
so acute. In the last 12 months, ac-
cording to Government’s admission,
prices of food and other consumer
goods jumped up by 22 per cent. The



