
D.O, Min. of 

[Shri G. ViswlUl.a1bam] 
release immediately Mr. Viswanatham 
and· the others and give an assurance 
that they will not unneceaariJy 
impose section 144 Cr.P.C. which 
suppreues the democratic rilhtl of 
the oPposition. 

13.33 hrs. 

DEMANDS· FOR GRANTS, 1973-74-
c:cmtcl. 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

MR. SPEAKER: The House will 
now take up discussion and voting on 
Demand No. 28 relating to the Minis-
try of External Affairs for which 6 
hours have been allotted. Members 
present in the House and desirous of 
moving their cut motions may send 
slips to the Table within 15 minutes 
indicating the serial numbers of the 
cut motions which they would like to 
move. 

DEMAND No. 28--MINISTRY OF EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion moved: 

''That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 68,57,77,000 On RevenUe Ac-
COUnt and not exceeding Rs. 1,50,-
00,000 on Capital Account be granted 
to the President to complete the 
sum necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1974, in respect 
of 'Ministry of External Affairs' ... 

S.HliU SA.ROJ MUKHElUEE (Kat-
wa): Mr. ~  Sir, I rise to op-
pOSe on behalf of the Communist 
Party of Wia (Marxist), the Demands 
for Grants of the External Aftain 
Ministry. The Report submitted by 
the Ministry is full of a complacent 
attitude and it has in my opinion un-
dermined the danger to our indepen-
dmt fOreign policy from the United 
Statas imperialtsm. The year before 
lilt the presti,e of JDdJa went up 

when the freedom stru,alq. w.. go-
ing on in Bangladesh. 'lUter Certain. 
vacillations and ctdA the QovernDlelit 
of India took the correct decision to 
fight out the Pakistani horses, though 
after lakhs of people were already 
butchered. After that the entire na-
tion stood behind the Government, 
India's prestige 'Went up and India 
was at the height of its glory. A!ter 
that what happened? Every time we 
are surrendering to United States im-
perialism. Love-calls had been going 
out from our Foreign Minister, Shri 
Swaran Singh, were rejected by the 
rulers of the United States, which is a 
shame to us. It is their consistent 
policy to perpetuate tensions and con-
flicts in our sub-continent. We are 
over-looking that danger. 

After the glorious war we did an-
other gOod thing, namely, the conclu-
sion of the Simla Agreement which 
started on a sound principle, the prin-
ciple of bilaterialism. At that time, 
barring certain reactionaries inside our 
country and outside in countries of the 
world like imperialists, all the pro-
gressive people of India and outside 
Rll over the world hailed that agree-
ment. We said at that time that if the 
question of the prisoners of war was 
n·ot solved, the Simla Asreement could 
not be implemented. A very illumina-
ting article was published by the 
Times of India at that time on this 
point. There also the External A8a1rs 
Ministry vacillat«! and drifted for a 
long time and that enabled our ene-
mies, the reactionaries inside l'ndia and 

~ in the wcmld over, to have a 
campailll a,&inlt India. The ~  
rulers declUd to .. nel.".t a batch 
of women to ejlmpaign llpinst I!MIia 
on this iJaue and a ~ of ~  
unions 11ft' 1IIaa.Ir ~  to 
the international forum. All thja . 
h&ppen8d . because at OUr policy fill 
vacillation ~  ~ in ~  ~~  
Or.'ly a tnt' day. a,o a correct 4elil-
Bi9rJ was. ~~~ t9 ~~ ~ I~  
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repatriation of Bengalis from Pakistan 
and Pakistani prisoners Of war from 
India and Bangladesh, excluding 
195 prisoners of war against whom 
the Bangladesh Government want to 
proceed on war crime.. We think 
this is a correct decision and if thc 
Pakistan Government reject it, they 
will be exposed before the' bar of 
international opinion, ~  
opinion. 

13.38 Ian. 

jMR. DEPUTY,SPEAKER in the Chair] 

This policy of vacillation and drift on 
the part of the External Affairs Minis-
try is still going on. In Asia, in 
Africa, in the Arab wOI'ld our prestige 
has gone down during the period 
under review. In regard to Ceylon, 
Burma and Cambodia, good relations 
are yet to be established. A few 
days ago when our External Affairs 
Minister went to Burma, there Will' 
some talk regarding a peace zone in 
the Indian Ocean. In Cambodia our 
Government is not recoglllsmg or 
helping the union of the National 
Government of C6.mbodia led by 
Prince Sihanouk. 

In regard to China we are taking the 
correct stand, though a very bold ini-
tiative could have been taken by our 
Government We know that there will 
be no danger from socialist countries 
to India. Some parties from here and 
outside club together China and U.S.A. 
in the same bracket. From some im-
perialist countries India faces danger 
but not a single socialist country is 
dangerous for India's economy or 
development or its pursuance of an 
independent foreign policy. This we 
should remember. A socialist country 
will never harm our country if Wt' 
pursue an independent proeressive 
role in our foreign policy. 

In the African countries too our 
prestige is going down. In U gands 
and other places they put Indians I~ 
being synonymous with Indian ex-
exploiting bUlineumen. Our peorle 
love the ~  people. Exploitation 
11'7 L5-8 

is really going on by some of our 
businessmen. there. 

In the Arab world also We are now 
isolated. During this period you have 
seen the Bengazi Resolution. They 
have taken a resolution for a campaign 
against India. 

With regard to Sikkim, we havd 
commitments regarding defence, ex-
ternal affairs and communications. We 
should not have sent our Army 10 
defend the reactionary Chogyal Re-
gime. We shOuld have been with the 
people who are hankering for progres-
sive reforms. We want that the 
British legacy of the status of an 
Indian protectorate in Sikkim should 
be ended. Sikkim should be made an 
independent. sovereign democratic na-
tion and there should be cordial and 
brotherly relations with India. This 
should be done. 

From all this one can say that the 
performance of the Indian Govern-
ment or the External Affairs Ministry 
smecks of a tendency of expan. 
sionism. This should be stopped. This 
should be prevented as also vacilla-
tion in our dealing with other coun-
tries. Coupled with this there is the 
sale of arms to other countries. Wc 
do not want to sell arms to other 
countries. Arms are sold for what? 
To repress their own people as well 
as to fight with other countries. Some 
time ago Minister Shri V. C. Shukla 
admitted in Lok Sabha that we sell 
arms to certain countries and coupled 
with that there is the export of capi-
tal. With all this one can say that 
there is a tendency growin'g for ex-
pansionism. I will come 10 the ques-
tion of the United State later on. 
Everybody knows the external policy 
of the country is the reflection of its 
internal economy, internal policy. Our 
economy is tied with the chariot wheel 
of America's crisis ridden economy. 
In our own report you have admitted 
-India believes that there need be no 
conflict ot basic interests between her 
and the USA. What is the basic in-
terest ot an imperialist country? But 
India claims to be locillist and pro-
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greIlSive and has got independent po-
licy, and hence there should be con-
flict of basic interests with imperialis' 
c:ountries. Whereas in the case of the 
Soviet Union you have written India's 
co-operation and understanding with 
the Soviet Union will continue to be 
a. basic feature of India's foreign po-
licy. Understanding and co-operation 
with the Soviet Union-a Socialist 
country-is a basic feature of ~ 
policy but with the interests of Ame-
rican imperialism, there is no basic 
contradiction. It comes out of the 
statement in the report that you are 
with the imperialist interests and not 
with the socialist interests. We 3ay 
your policy is playing between thc 
two camps-the camp of imperialism 
and the camp of socialism.· We are 
having trade, co-operation, treaty, ctc. 
with the Soviet Union and other ~ ­
cialist countries to bargain for mor'! 
economic aid and more help from im-
perialists, preferably the United 
State of America. You know, what 
for? This is the bargaining power 
you have. From 1950 to 1973, a period 
of very good relations with the USA 
has been followed by a period of est-
ranged relations. This is going on in 
a cyclic order, but the basic thing re-
mains that you are attached to tht' 
United States, American interests, im-· 
perialist interests. This is a dange-
rous game-'Chana:!{ya Nitti' and play 
ing on the dilferen.ces but you are 
vacillating and you are drifting and 
at the end you will be in a soup. The 
entire country will be under US do-
mination if yOU go on like thil. You 
are utilising the differences between 
the two camps; you are utilising the 
ditTerences between the Soviet Union 
and China. All these things are good 
for temporaty pUrPOses. But in the 
long run, it will tell upon the econo-
mic heaHh, the polit;cal development 
of our c01lntry. Therefore, you should 
end such a policy which bring econo-
mic ruination. 

Two dayS <1 go, two top persons from 
America' ·came here, Mr. Kenneth Rusk 
and Mr. roseph Siaco--they are tour-

ir,g round this region. What did 
they say? Mr. Joseph Sisco said: 

·'U.S. would be concerned if any-
one major power achieved domin-
ance in the area. We would be con-
cerned about any policy that would 
be a new threat to the integrity of 
Pakistan. The U.S. has a construc-
tive role to play in that area. Ac-
tually, I do not think that any other 
major power could take our place 
t,lere. This is ,a substantial U.S. 
position on the sub-continent." 

With ihis purpose they have come 
here. 

Our Foreign Minister. Mr. Swaran 
Singh, on 30th ~  sent a love-
call there. They dropped their and-
CIA campaign, as a result of which 
the U.S.A. also said that blocked ajj 
to India would be released. They an-
nounced thc release of the communica-
tion equipment which India had order-
ed from U.S.A. But after a few days, 
what happened? The news came that 
arms were being supplied to Pakistan. 

Again. in the same report, our Fore-
ign Minister said. "It will create diffi-
rulties to achieve peace in the sub-
continent." It is true. But again, you 
are surrendering to U.S. imperialism. 
Our Finance Minister went there. 
What did he say? He said: 

"Have-nots have been ignored. We 
deplore the attitude of affluent na-
tions which prodl1ceshighly unfav-
ourable effect on developing ecno-
mies. on the purchasing power of 
their r&sources. on the problem of 
external debt. servicing, etc. 

Therefore. we are heading towar js 
eeonomic dependence. 

This is what the Statesman editorial 
says: 

''There now remains the residuIII 
problem of .. what should be done 
with the Rs. 2400 crores of 
outstanding rupe!! liabilities, OD PL 
480 account .... All Dr. B. R. Shenoy 
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points out, these funds clo not re-
present real resources and any dis-
bursements of rupees against these 
securi ties is purely inlla tionary. '1'ha t 
Is a foreign Government is empower-
ed to create money and aggravutc 
domestic inflation, albeit with tha 
Indian Government's permission, is 
a fantastic anachronism that needs 
to be removed." 

Coming to the economic situation, 
there has been the currency crisis In 
America. There has been a 10 per cent 
devaluation of dollar-it is the second 
in 14 months. We have seen the em-
ergence of the European Economic 
Community with Britain entering it. 
Their economic power has been far 
more than that of U.S.A., U.S.S.R. and 
Japan. In respect of "Bloc of 9", its 
imports in 1971 amounted 1.0 171 bil-
lion dollars. and its exports in 1971 
amounted to 312 billion dollars. As 
against that, U. S. A . , U .S.R.R. and 
Japan totalled 78 billion dollars in 
respect of imports, and in respect of 
exports also the same feature is re-
vealed. The figures for 1972 will also 
be like this. Therefore. this currency 
crisis and economic crisis of U. S . A. 
is being put on the shoulders of India 
and the Indian Government is crying 
. for a moratorium on wages, increase 
in productivity and linking it with 
walles. All the burden of the world 
capitalist crisis is being imposed on 
lin Indian worker. This should be 
stopped. 

We are getting milo mixed with 
datura. rotten milk powder and this 
economic fiasco. You are heading to-
~  it. It must be ended. You have 

seen Ambassador Moynihan's state-
ment. What did he say? The main 
problem is to Jncrease volume of trade 
with India. !bat means they will in-
·fiict all their burden on India. The 
Statesman's editorial of the lRth 
April righUy said "Ambassador Moy-
nihan's !d:atement that any nation 
which .enjoys a surplus in .its trade 
with the U.S.A. must provide 

·eQual access to its markets for Arne· 

rICan .products, is to be stron,ly resiSt-
ed." They say, we want to increase 
the volume of trade. That is our pro-
olem_ Indian and U.S. volume of 
trade should be increased. That means 
more burden on us. Therefore, from 
this economic field our foreign policy 
is being dictated. We demand that 
this should be ended. 

Last of all, my point is this. If you 
want to pursue your progressive in-
dependent policy, you muot immedia-
tely give recognition to Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of South 
Vietnam, Democratic Peoples' Repub-
lic of Korea and recognise the Gov-
ernment of National Union of Cambo-
dia. You must quit the Common-
wealth. Now the situation is very 
favourable for us. There is a detent.e 
in Europe, there is detente between 
two hostile camps and the most out-
standing victory of the people of the 
world is the victory of Vietnamese 
people. Americans have been forced 
to retreat. War has been ended but 
still South Vietnam is getting money 
-150 mililon dollars uptil June 1973 
to carryon their war in Vietnam. n 
is a victory for the people--on out-
standing victory. We must liquidate 
our vacillation and carry forward with 
our independent, progressive Policy . 

SHRI DINESH . CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI (Gauhati): Mr. Deputy Spea-
ker, Sir: In spite of all that has been 
said by my friend opposite, I think We 
can look back to the year t!1at we 
have left behind with a fair amount 
of satisfaction so far as our foreign 
policy is concerned. Not only there 
has been improvement in the field of 
foreign affairs and fruitful and deci-
sive settlement of matters which are 
of interest to this country, but also 
ciu.r foreign polley has helped to a 
great measure in the achievement 01 
th'l. broader goal of creating a h .... lthy 
and peaceful climate in this. sub-
continent. The foreign policy that, we 

~ pursued 80 wng has also been 
,vindicated "y the events which have 
~~ tOe year 1971. : 
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Sir, it is not for the ftrst time that 

our foreilll policy baa been criticis-
ed in this House 118 being vacillating, 
as was done by my friend who pre-
ceded me. During the life-time of 
late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and also 
afterwards criticism waa levelled 
against our foreign policy-that it is 
a vacillating policy, that it has left us 
friendless and defenceless and often 
the foreign policies of other roun-
tries were euologized. But, let us see 
the effect of the foreilll policy of 
other nations. There was a time when 
Pakistan's foreign policy was openly 
acclaimed by my rightist friends. But 
what their policy has led them to? 
Not only has it led to the dismem-
berment of that country, but we have 
also seen that they have undergone 
a complete and in glorious defeat in 
our ha'.is in the 14-days war. 

Whln about America. The empha-
Bis rf American foreign policy so long 
wa. anti-communism and their self-
Imposed duty of contaftunent of Com-
mission in Asia. But, what <Ne see 
of their policy today? They are not 
only embracing Mao but we see to-
day ~  that they are following the 
foot-steps Of the Communist regime, 
thus exhibiting a complete hypocricy 
of the Policy. 

About China, 10 much has been 
IBid by my friend opposite. They 
profess tl) 'be the greatest lovers of 
the under-dogs of; the world and 
the bitterest enemies of the colonial 
powers. But what do we see today? 
China has not only embraced Kissin-
,er, but in South-East Asia and BangIa 
~  unfortunately and tragically, 
it has sided with the oppressors and 
not with the oppressed. And, lifter 
the event of Ban,Ia Desh and South-
EDt AmA. for my Marxist friends to 
lBy that China being a Communist 
country will never do any harm to 
india Is to live in a make-believe 
worlel 

compared to all this, our pollcy of 
non-alignment has stood the test ot 
Ume. !fot mly lth .. Itood the test 

of time but it has tremendously prov-
ed to be successful. No doubt there 
have been minor adjustments :md re-
adjustments here and there which I 
do not call vacillations because ad-
justments and readjustments are ne-
ceSl1ll")' on oeoaslol18, to meet the 
changing needs of internal, regional 
and international environments. But 
it must be said to the credit of uur 
policy that the broad principles have 
prevailed with a remarka'ble clarity 
even till now. 

Coming to the question of our policy 
in more concrete terms, there hal 
been one very significant development 
in the international situation since 
we discussed the international situa-
tion on the last occasion in this 
HOuse ~ the end Of last year. 
That is the signing of the Treaty on 
Vietnam. The Vietnam Treaty al.d 
the emergence of BangIa Desh bave 
not only changed the geo-politic map 
of this sub-continent but it has IIlso 
changed to a great extent the bal-
ance of power here. These facts must 
be taken into account and lessons 
must be learnt from the lessons of 
Vietnam. What are the lessons of 
Vietnam? The lessons of Vietnam 
are, in my opinion, the lessons of 
failure of the two great powers like 
the USA aDd China who have exhi-
bited always a marked tendency to 
direct the political development of 
the smaller Ststes. The French could 
not control Vietnam. However hard 
they tried, the mighty USA could not 
perpeluate a particular ruling elite 
there. The lessons of Vietnam have 
been that however small and poor a 
State may be, particularly, In AM" 
in the ultimate analysil, it il :he in-
ternal considerations and not exter-
nal forces, that decide and determlne 
the political character of a State. 
What is the strength of Vietnam, thIS 
under-developed nation, with itl 
short-Itatured people. With that 
strength they could fight the Ameri-
can imperialism? The strength of 
Vietnam lIel in the nationalism of ita 
~I  in the patriotism Of itl peo-
ple and In their pracilcal competence 
and valour exhibited by its people. 
Another leaon of tile Vietnam WE iI 
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that mllS8ive external help from even 
a most powerful nation could not 
thwart the nationalistic appeal of a 
country, however small and however 
undeveloped it may be. These issues 
have been finally, fully and irrevoc-
ably settled and that external en-
couragement, whatever it may be, 
cannot subjugate the political aspi-
rations of a State. We must learn 
lessons from it. On the basis of these 
backgrounds, we must improve our 
relations today in' South-East I.sia 
which I consider is the most import-
ant territory from Our foreign afJ'aira 
point of view. I do not consider even 
China or USA of that great import-
ance as I consider our relations with 
the South-East Asia. After all, we 
should take note of the fact that 
after Vietnam there may be a reluct-
ance on the new part of the USA to 
intervene in the South-East Asia in 
the same scale and magnitude with 
which they intervened in Vietnam. 
But If we think or if somebody thinks 
that their intervention in South-East 
Asia has come to a stop, we \vill be 
living in a utopian world. Only the 
form and characteristic of interven-
tion of America in South-East Asia 
has changed and in fact, America is 
trying to make inroads even into our 
own country in a different context 
to-day. We must guard ourselves 
against this dangerous policy of USA. 

One fortunate thing that has hap-
pened is that our image has ,,:rown 
In the eyes of the third world to-day 
after the 19.71 victory. We must at 
the same time remember that we 
must act with great caution while 
dealing with the nations of the South-
East Asia because the nations in South 
East Asia to-day are In a great dol-
drums because of the self-contradic-
tory and erratle policies pursued by 
China, the fast-sinking image and in-
ftuence of the USA and the unchart-
ed destiny of Japan and, let 111 ad-
mit it, to a certain extent the hesita-
tion on their part to us because of 
our enormity in mze. Thee facts 
must 'be taken into account and the 
primary talk before our Ministry will 
be to create intra-relienal relation-

ship in the South-East Alia in a .lton 
healthy basis so that an atmolphere 
of friendship and co-operation in thi8 
region may be created between our 
country and other countries. 

14 bra. 

I hope our policy makers will re-
member that after the experience with 
USA, it is only those nations which 
are helpful and cooperative which 
will have an abiding influence in this 
region. The tendency towards ex-
pansionism or political dominance '.Viii 
have a disastrous effect. We must 
take note of this fact. China and 
USA are creating a war psychosis in 
this region. For this atmosphere 
creating a friendly atmosphere devoid 
of expansionism or any sort of 
dominance is not of course an easy 
task. Our Marxist friends made 
,certain remarks to the effect that 
India was showing a tendency of ex-
pansnonism. I can understand this 
because they are doing it deliberately 
in order to promote the interests ot 
China and to create a bad image of 
our country in south-east Asia. In 
doing so they are doing the greatest 
disservice to this country. Any 
patriotic Indian wanting peace in this 
subcontinent should not make such 
allegations. We should go all out to 
foster cooperation in this region and 
to develop mutual friendly relations 
in this region. There Ihould be a 
healthy rational aid policy in this 
region. This should be based on 
technical and penonnel support. As 
the Prime Minister has rightly stated 
at the Asian Trade Union Seminar 
the opportunity for fruitful exchange 
of information amon, 10uth-ea'Jt 
Asian countries must be explored. We 
should help particularly the smaller 
and weaker nations. We should make 
an attempt to arrive at an agree-
ment or convention to guarantee the 
sovereignty and independence and 
territorial integrity of natioDl of 
SQuth-eaat Asia. 

China and USA ahould be mad. 
to reaUe thil that in spite of dlverll-
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ties -nc nations, on one thing all 
are united, namely, their revulsion to 
foreign dominance and interference. 
It is very heartening to note that our 
relations with S.E. Asia are becoming 
much better every day. We /are 
having a very healthy relationship 
with Bangia Desh. The Indo BangIa 
Desh agreement, by delinking the 
humanitarian problems from other 
problems affords an opportunity for 
creaUou. Of a peaceful atmosphere in 
this region. I hail the agreement. The 
ball ia now in the court of Mr. Bhutto, 
anti he has to respond 110 it. In the 
past our experience with President 
Bhutto has been one of disappoint-
ment. Even to this agreement he 
has shown, a dichard attitude when he 
says, because crimes were committed 
in Pakistan and the persons involved 
were citizens of Pakistan, so, the trial 
can. be only in Pakistan and not in 
BangIa Desh. There cannot be a more 
absurd lolic than this. It is the 
BangIa Desb people who suftered due 
to Pakistani crimes. Who else but 
they can go iRto these WH crimes? 
History hal precedents about these 
thiDp. ~  and Austria 
Wel'e at the time of the II World 
War" part of Germany, but the 11 
World War Trial was held at Nurem-
bur.. Pakistani politicians have not 
bem able te get rid of external 
inlWeDce lEom America and also their 
interDal mili&llry l'8gime, and, being 
inftuncad by th.e factors, have 
shown aWtlJdes which- are immature, 
insiDcere and untortlHlately hypocritic. 
It is \Ier,I 'bellrienig that the warld 
opiAioa. including the' opinion re-
Cf!DUy apreMed h_ by a French 
intelladaal have hailed this joint 
Indo-Bancla Desk declaration and on 
my pKt will keep my fingel'll- across 
andbope for the- best raapo_ from 
PakiataD. 

'!'lIe :NrIIdlctndip" with U.S.A.' has 
beIrJr a III)IItI:er fit· great disappoint-
ment. Wi' wanted to' haM tHe best 
of relationship with Ameriea not, 
because tbl. country cannot live and 
prCJlPel' wflhout AmeriCa's aid but the 

basic philosophy of our country is to 
have friendly relationllhig with all 
countries. It is a matter of deep in-
dignation for us today that America 
has helped Pakistan in the race of 
armaments. Only on my part I will 
say that America by their action is 
not only betraying the peace in this 
world; not only betraying people of 
Asia but they are betraying to a great 
extent their own people and their own 
youths. 

It is a very healthy and happy sign 
that our relationship with Soviet 
Russia is growing everyday. But it 
appears it has unnerved the forces who 
are hostile to world peace and forces 
who are hostile to us. A cloud has 
been sought to be created on this 
relationship by some interested powers 
outside and some of their stooges here, 
Let us remind these people-people 
who are hostile to us-that Indo-
Soviet relationship is built on such a 
~  edifice that nobo:ly can move 
it an inch. Our treaty relationship 
with Soviet Union' is bilateral and 
solely intended to preserve peace in 
this sub-continent by preventing 
foreign influence but it imposses no 
obligation on us to be sub-servant to 
the interests of the Soviet Union 
whether it be in Asia or elsewhere. 
As I have no time at my disposal, I 
shall now touch only some points. 1 
feel if we want successfully imple-
ment and continue our foreign policy 
it is necessary to evolve immediatp 
measures by which our economy can 
arrive at a stalle of take-off, The 
second point which I want to touch 
is that the Foreign Ministry with the 
consultation of the Petroleum Minl!ltry 
must evolve an oil ~ because 
unless there be a progressive oil 
policy in this country the entire ex-
ternal relationship of this country may 
be in jeopardy. 

:BefOre I conclude I want to say a 
word· about this Report. This Report 
seems to be written in a casual 
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manner. I will give three illusl:ra-
tions. 1f you look to the paragraph 
in Soutn East Asia you will ftnd that 
you have barely given a catalogue of 
visits and counter-visits. Then look 
to the most important sentence at ~ 
10: 

HIndia's consistent approach on 
relations with Pakistan, despite the 
outbreak of war in December, 1971 
resulting from Pakistan's aggression, 
was that if Pakistan showed willing-
ness to live in peace with India, 
India would respond in full measure 
to establisn mutually beneficial and 
friendly relations." 

This gives an impression that we are 
asking Pakistan to take the imtiative 
"nd We are only to respond but thp 
fact is otherwise. It is we who have 
taken the initiative. 

I conclude by saying that we are 
passing through a critical time and 
we should not take anything for 
granted because the foreign policy of 
a country cannot be based on black 
and white of exclusive colours but 
should be sophisticated enough to take 
in a whole gamut of shades. 

SHRr H. N. MUKERJEE (Calcutta-
Narth-East): Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, it is a good job that this debate 
follows upon our joint declaration 
with BangIa Desh and a pledge that 
we have given that India and BangIa 
Desh will work together to establish-
ment of durable peace in the sub-con-
tinent. Every valid consideration, 
politic as weI! as humanitarian was 
incorporated in our joint declaration. 
The repatriation of civilan internees' 
~  are ~  De.lIh nationals in 

Pakistan, and Pakistan's nationals in 
BangIa Desh simultaneously with 
Pakmtaoi prisoners of war, barring 
those wanted for trial in BangIa Desh 
as war criminals are required under 
the declaration to be freed. Not only 
Pakistan but also its friends in many 
countries including India have on 
purpose blacked out the fact that while 

Pakistani prisoners of war have been 
kept under humane conditions and at 
very great cost to ourselves, following 
in every particular the Geneva Con-
vention, Bangia Desh civilian internees 
have been made to suffer inhuman 
living conditions which have been 
vouched for by independent foreign 
observers. What the unpredictable 
President of Pakistan has really in 
mind remains, however, still to be 
found out, more accurately, it is what 
the people behind him, those by no 
means unknown backers of Pakistan 
want, whose intentions require to be 
found out. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Bhutto has respond-
ed rather equivocally and with a 
certain amount of malevolence. To 
him, BangIa Desh as a sovereign 
State recognised today by more than a 
hundred other States is not a reality 
His pledge which he has repeatedly 
given at Simla and elsewhere that he 
would recognise Bangia Desh rer.ldins 
unfulfilled. With arrogant gumption, 
the new Pakistan Constitution envis-
ages Bangia Desh as a part of its 
territory and wishes away a glorious 
and successful liberation struggle 
which is a shining part of contem-
porary history. 

Even so, the terms of the joint 
declaration are so reasonable and so 
fundamentally generous that Mr. 
Bhutto cannot reject it out of hand 
altogether and that is a good thing. 
He is asking, and it is a good thing 
in his case, fOr further discussion. 
For a serpentine and slippery operator 
of his type, it is something of a 
positive, if minimally positive res-
ponse. 

What we have to do, I submit is 
that making sure of Dacca's complete 
concurrence, we should take up the 
thread of talks for implementation of 
the Simla agreement. Bhutto with 
the crude variety of craft in which 
he is prOficient goes on repeating that 
he wishes to obset've the Simla agree-
ment in letter and in spirit, and the 
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joint declaration has now put him on 
his trial. India and Bangladesh 
together have taken a prinCipled 
stand which no amount of motivated 
attack can tarnish in the eyes of 
honest people anywhere. It is good 
that, as my hon. friend Shri Dinesh 
Chandra Goswami also has said the 
conscience of Europe, in so Iar ~  it 
exists, has spoken through the voice 
of Monsieur Andre Malraux, and our 
foreign office should follow up the 
situation with the dignity and the 
determination not to be put off by 
the blackmailing manoeuvres of Mr. 
Bhutto and his patrons. 

This country must also face up to 
the continuous and recently accentuat-
ed crisis created by the U.S. resump-
tion of arms aid to Pakistan. accom-
panied as it has been. by Peking's 
policy Of arms supply to the same 
country. 

There are also such phenomena as 
the patent likelihood of further 
lethal assistance through the instru-
rm!ntality of countries like Iran. There 
can be no manner of doubt that these 
goings-on are meant to bolster up the 
hawks in Pakistan who thrive them-
selves and please their masters by 
keeping up a warlike ~ in 
our sub-continent. Our one and only 
Field Marshal who in his Burra Saheb 
talk in Britain was utterly unbecom-
ing of an Indian national, reminded 
me of a British general who is 
described as "invincible in defeat but 
insufferable invictory." At least, he 
is insufferable when he ,peaks in 
mufti. He has reminded us at any 
rate, of the fact that ~  con-
tinues to be battle-ready as she 
always has been. It is a pity that 
Ithis country still has to live wi th 
this menace planted by the British in 
1871 as a time bomb intended against 
India, its rulers even today u.lrecon-
ciled to a peaceful sub-continental 
understanding. India's obligation, 
however, remains. the obligation for 
working for peace, concord and 
understllldin" the obligation of build-
Ing solidarity with Bangladesh as 

well as with Pakistan, and also to 
promote, to the extent that we can 
Pakistan's relations with Bangladesh 
on the basis of amIty and under-
standing. 

I find it very significant that both 
Bhutto and Nixon spoke on the same 
day, 15 March, about India emerging 
~  a dominant power. This they did 
In an effort to provide and alibi for 
fresh supplies of US arms to Pakis-
tan. Bhutto talked about India's pre-
tentions to being a dominant power 
while Nixon spoke even more expli-
citly. I quote: 

"After the war which broke 
Pakistan in half, India's superiority 
is so enormous that the possibilit)-
of Pakistan being a threat to India 
is absurd". 

Variations of the same theme have 
come from the team of Rush and Sisco 
and all that tribe, and variations of 
the same theme have also been heard 
in vicious tones from China. 

This simplistic and mischievous logic 
flies in the tace of history and fact. 
It was Pakistan, not India, which in 
the last 25 years has repeatedly com-
mitted aggression on us. It says US 
imperialism, with its teeth broken and 
its prestige humbled in Vietnam, to 
keep up armed tension between our 
two countries so that we can tall a 
prey to its political and economic 
policies of domination. 

In tune with Washington-lor that 
is the irony of world history today-
People's China talks of Indla's 
dominance over Bangladesh and 
Pakistan being menaced by India's 
strength. Happliy, Sheikh Mujlbur 
Rehman and his Bangladesh which 
went on a general election lately have 
firmly repudiated this calumny, but 
the calumny goes on being repeated 
in the hope that mud, i1 thrown otten 
enough, will stick to • certa.ln extent. 
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All talk about India's superiority 
and new accretion to her strength, 
whoever makes it, should be viewed 
with the utmost misgiving. It may 
Bound llattering to some people in 
India, and Big-Money press may gloat 
over it, but saner elements must 
regard such references not as a com-
pliment but as part of a ~ 
game to feed a complex in our neigh-
bours that India has a so-called 
hegemonistic role. 

Twentytour years ago, ir; 1949, 
Jawaharlal Nehru had warned: 

"Some people talk rather loosely, 
if I may say so, rather tooliJhly of 
India becoming the leader of ~ or 
the leader of that or the leader of 
Asia. Now, I do not like that at 
all. It is a bad approach, thIs 
business of leadership". 

At the same time, Jawaharlal Nehru 
added that India might be saddled 
with a certain responsibiilty which is 
special. I quote his words: 

"India realises it and other 
countries realise it also. The 
responsibility is not necessarill' for 
leadership but taking the initiative 
sometimes and helping others til co-
operate". 

These words have a profound validity 
today. This country is not to play the 
role of a big brother acarin, away 
smaller brothers, but we arc a big 
country on which some histoi'ic re-
sponsibilities and duties have devolved 
and, therefore, we have to take certain 
initiatives. For example, in regard to 
peace in Asia and peace in .Is much 
of the world as we can help to bring 
peace to India. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You 
have almost completed flfteen minutes. 
(Inten'Uptions) You started at 2.04; 
now, it ill 2.20. 

SHRI H. N. Mt1KERJEE: India 
should do nothing that lends itself to 

the impression that we are throwing 
our welght about. 

In this context, it is important that 
the Prime Minister is going to Ceylon. 
It is good that the Minister of Extemal 
Affairs went to Burma and to the 
Gulf States and certain other coun-
tries. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I am 
sorry; you have started at 2.09. It 
was my mistake. 

SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE: We mult 
be ready even to bend a little back-
wards in relation to our neighbouring 
countries to ensure good will aDd 
friendliness. 

In Sikkim, something haa happened 
to which the country surely must give 
its attention. It is a diftlcuJt and 
delicate area where India has to be 
friends with the popular and demo-
cratic forces and, at the same time, 
beware of our enemies' intrigues. So 
far, the response of both the Chogyal 
and the people to the steps taken by 
Government is an adequate vindication 
of India's role and intentions. China, 
of course, has butted in willl certain 
mischievous insinuations, and the 
Americans have been busy because 
fishing in troubled waters il an 
American speciality. 

I find, for example, that the Political 
Officer in the United State. Con-
SUlate General in Calcutta, Mr. Peter 
Burleigh, went to Gan&tok on the 
17th and 18th February. He a1IIo 
recently visited Assam and Ortssa and 
Hazaribagh at strategic points of time 
perhaps with a certain very special 
;intention. I find also that in the 
Calcutta Consulate-General of the 
United States, there is a Vice-Consul 
called Mr. Charles Coudert who is 
mentioned in a book by Dr. Juliul 
Marter called Who is in the CIA, 
wherein a lot of particulars are alven 
about this very unsaVOUl'J customer. 
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Jawaharlal Nehru half laid the 

the foundations of that great and 
unique fri endship with the Soviet 
Union which is at the basis of the 
indo-Sovil t treaty of peace, friend-
ship and co-operation. This is a 
model on the basis of which we have 
to proceed further and we have 
already got a similar treaty with 
Bangladesh. We are trying to secure 
a peace zone in the Indian Ocean area, 
and in regard to the '1uestion of 
Asian peace, we ought to go ahead 
and take certain initiatives. Wc 
should go and in a friendly fashion 
remind Peking that China had in 1955 
herself proposed a collective peace 
pact in Asia and the ~  

It may be too much to expect China 
to change her tone of hostility to the 
Soviet Union and to India at the pre-
sent moment but an Asian and peace 
an:i security understanding necessari-
ly requires the consent of China which 
has been emphasised by the Soviet 
Union. and China can be reminded 
of what she herself wanted in 1955. 
We can go ahead in order to really 
and truly secure a peace zone in the 
Indian ocean region and the whole 
continent of Asia. 

Meanwhile. there is neither reason 
nor sense in the trepidation we seem 
to exhibit before the United States in 
particular and we say nothing, for 
example, about its continuing black-
~  in Indo-China where it is 
trying desperately to undo the results 
of the glorious victory of heroic 
Vietnam, where it is propping up 
reaetion that is doomed in Cambodia 
aM Laos where it is keeping its vile 
armament strength intact on sea and 
IlIDd in Southeast Asia. Not a worn 
hae been hewd from India about the 
full implementation of the Vietnam 
peaa 8i1'eement. Government shies 
away also from recognition which we 
demand of the provisional revolu-
tionary government of South Vietna:n 
already recollliSed by more than 30 
countries; displaying a pustDanimi.ty 

in regard to this question, we only 
made a verbal protest to the United 
States when our embassy in Hanoi 
was damaged, but the United States 
Government made no response to it, 
as was stated in answer to a question 
in this House. 

The Prime Minister makes a very 
good point against the Uniteli States' 
infamy in Vietnam at the One Asia 
conference held in Delhi. But sorrow-
fUliy in contrast with the conduct I..f 
the Swedish Prime Minister who got 
himself in trouble with the United 
States, she took back her word5, .. nd 
s he told, of all people, the editor of 
the magazine called the Forbes 
Magazine, which is a special magazine 
of American big business, in its 4th 
March issue, that "there was no con-
flict of interest" between India and 
the United States. 

Such gestures ara coming with II 

peculier frequency. I notice for 
example that after the assassinatton 
of American and Bellgian diplomats 
in Khartoum by people obviously mis-
guided but turned desperate by the 
cruel tragedy of the Palestinian pro-
blem, our Prime Minister expressed 
her shock to President Nixon but 
nothing as far as is known was con-
veyed to Belgium ~  

Sf)rrow even is so nicely selective. 

Only the other day the Rush-Sisco 
team came here to meet not only their 
couRterparts who are there in plel'lty 
in our South Block but also the Prime 

~  whose doors are wide open 
for such gentry from a particular 
country. 

It can only be fear of AmE:rican 
reaction which stops us giving diplo-
matic recognition to the Democratic 
People's RepubI.ic of Korea, a country 
which is a shinilli exemplar of self-
reliance and national self-respect. 
Countries like Mauritius and Ma1uasay 
recognise North Korea but 60mehow 
we bold our band. Perhaps we are 
in fear for many reasons, among them 
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being the PL 480 fund accumulation-
ism the total amount payable from us 
being lis. 2468 crores. Something has 
got to be done about it. It is to be 
completely frozen or a morato:,ium 
should be put on it till India reaches a 
stage of stable growth and surplus 
budgets. Even Mr. L. K. Jha toward. 
whom in a drunken moment Mr. 
Kissinger titled the other day in 
Washington had said that the most 
useful role for these PL 480 funds was 
to have no role at all. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Yow' 
time is up. 

SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE: I \vill 
need a few more minutes; othel'wise 
there is no point in political parties 
taking part on the foreign affair .. 
debate. , 

MR. DEPUTY -SPEAKER: I wish 
the House were more realistic in 
allotting time. 

SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE: I shall 
finish in two or three minutes; I shall 
finish as quickly as I can. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You can 
take three more minutes. 

SHaI H. N. MUKERJEE: Influe-
nces such as these make a shambles of 
our foreign economic policies. I am 
glad Mr. G{)swami also referred to it. 
Mr. Moynihan, the American Ambas-
sador made a speech in Bombay before 
our business people which is a very 
bad pointer for the future of Indo-
American trade. We find that unlike 
Chile which has taken over t.upper, 
we go slaw, we hesitate to take over 
fareign oil interests. That· is why 
we ftnd open allegations in our Press 
that·. Pl1l11J1iJ!.g Commission Member 
formerly employed by the scandal-
gefterating SechftI ftim has accom-
plices in high places to connive and 
put fertiliser .. operation largely in 
hands when we can take them over 
easily. 

Foreign policy needs to ·be conduct-
ed with more courage and a sense of 
perspective, a feeling about the 
rapidly changing world and our role 
in it, that is to say, with a spirit and 
a certain ideological orientation so 
that the world knows our stand, that 
we are on the side of peace and 
socialism, So that the world does not 
doubt our bona fides. 

This is not done because of a wooden 
administration. Our embassies are 
sad, often ineffective establishments. 
In London our High Commission is 
more a mausoleum than a live organi-
sation. Information Officers are badly 
recruited and few find congenial con-
ditions for effective work. Last year 
I was in Sofia. Our Ambassador with 
his vivid cultural and human interests 
made himself immensely respected. 
His poem on Dimitrovwon th'i! heart 
of the Bulgarian people. But for 
some reason which I cannot fathom 
I find him transferred to Guyana, J 
am not sure if we have ~  

which are adequate in ~ 

specially important to us, like Chile 
or Tanzania, not to mention others 
nearer home. 

Big money propaganda in ~  
Parliament and outside goes on; the 
new orchestration is: love United 
States, love Pakistan, love China-
all in the name of 'maturer relations', 
of objective analysis, and most 
laughably, in the name of compassion, 
,of peace, of geo-political wisdom. 
So prepared publicity is given. to all 
ki.nds of. things like what I," have 
already referred to, Kissinger tilt 
towards L. K. Jha. 

Let us remember that on the· cOn--
trary if arms supplies make a decisive 
cliange in relation· ·between countries 
Hie Pentagon would rule· the world. 
But. to-day. the United States is 
driven to licking ita Viet Nam wounds 
arid manoeuvring In oider to carry oD 
in' a different fashion. U . Government, 
therefore. pursues radical pOlicies af 
all, :mobilises the enthusiasmbf OLU' 



D.O. lIfi .. of APRIL 21, 1873 aBo 

[Shri H. N. Mukerjee] 
people as Government did at a point 
of time when the Seventh Fleet of 
the United States was prowling in 
Indian waten, when Governro.nt had 
liven' a new assurance to our pecple 
about a new texture of foreian policy 
as wen as the economic or,anisation, 
we can bring together our people in 
a position of strenltb which alone 
would lend our foreign policy a 
character and the potentiality which 
it deserves. 

With these words, I would point 
out that- there are many :acunae, 
many weaknesses and many defici-
encies still in our foreign policy and 
puaillanimity in the face of the U.S. 
imperialists which stand as a disgrace 
which, another we shake the better It 
will be for our country. 

MRL DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I wish 
the House had allotted a mllre 
realistic amount of time so ~  this 
tUIIle between the Chair and the 
speakers can be avoided to D great 
extent. 

Now, I have lOme bad news for 
the speakers from the Congreu 
benches. There is a request from 
the Whip that they should confine 
themselves to ten minutel. 

Dr. Austin. 
DR. HENRY AUSTIN (Erana-

kulam): Mr. Deputy-8peaker, Sir, 
the receqt international developments 
have, iJi a way, riven rise to the 
boPes of men of goodwill, the world 
over, that a new period of relaDtion 
in the international field is emerring. 
No country would be more happy 
in this new turn of developnlents in 
the international fields than India, 
committed as it has been to the pur-
suit of peace, amity and concord 
among nations. Various blJateral 
understandings amongst even hitherto 
warrinl powers and their political 
leaders are proof. to the fact that 
tbey have taken a more flexible 
attitudes in their, intemaUonal rela-
tiOftl. They IHID prepu-ecl to react 

-with flexible responses. The affairs 
of the nations show a tendency to be 
guided keeping in view tbe belt inter-
ests of humanity as a whole. 

The recent Indo-Soviet Treaty of 
Peace, Friendship and Cooperation 
has been a model in this line. The 
understanding between the Soviet 
Union 'and the United States as a 
result of summit talks and with U.S, 
and China with China and Japan 
and the Berlin Agreements and the 
understanding between Moscow and 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
have all contributed to relaxation of 
tensions and comparative not'M8lisa-
tion of relations. So, an approach to 
the problems of world isslles in a 
spirit of tolerance and understanding 
are clearly discarnible. I preface my 
observations touching on these healthy 
trends one sees in the international 
field because observers of the intern:a-
tional scene feel that countries tend 
to st:reBI bilateral relations de-
emphasising power bloc considerations. 
In place of bi-polariled world they 
see the emergence of a multi-poiarised 
world. 

Immediately after independence 
India's foreign policy leaders visualis-
ed such developments. India did not 
believe in power-blocs. It advocated 
principles of peaceful c()o4!xistence. 
La.ter, these c'aidinal principles of 
India's foreign policy had been for-
malised in the fine principles of co-
existence, commonly known a. "Panch 
Shee)". At that time - big powers' 
minds were obsessed with power-bloc 
objectives global hegemonic outloO'ks 
- and 80 these ideas were rejected as 
irrelevant and naive. Even against 
tbis backJround we pursued an in-
dependent foreign policy, meeting 
every issue on merits no matter what 
the approach of this country or that 
country wal to any particular issue. 

Since the Chair has liven me a 
warning, I do not want to go into the 
details of the problem. Shall we come 
to more concrete aspects of our foreign 
policy? III ola' quest te build dlD'able 
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peace in our sub-continent, one s-
an abiding concern and coDUnitment 
to the concept of peace as 3 whole. 
Although Pakistan had repeatedly 
attacked us, we exerciaed ",eat 
restraint in our dealings with Pakis-
tan, extending always the hand of 
friendship. In the same wa)" in our 
relations with our neighbouring coun-
tries, although we had reason to be 
antagonistic or develop a hostile 
policy, never once we considered a 
Government or a country as our 
enemy. This attitude has been based 
on one of the outstanding principles 
of our foreign policy. It is no fault of 
ours that we are a big country. The 
concept of the colossus of the south 
perhaps obsessed the people of Nepal, 
in spite of the historic and various 
other bonds which bind both Nepal 
and India. In spite of the fact that 
Nepal had tried to balance between 
China and India and tried to build 
up some relations with China, India 
has been consistently following the 
policy of cultivating Nepal. Today 
after the recent visit of our Prime 
Minister, the bor.da of friendship 
between these two countries have 
become all the more strengthened. 
In the same way, later this month our 
Prime Minister proposes to visit Sri 
Lanka, which again has gone to China 
fearing the colossus of the north. We 
are trying to allay the fears nnd create 
an impression that as far as India's 
pursuit of foreign policy is concerned, 
we are not dominated by geo-politleal 
considerations or considerations of 
hegemony. I am sure the enSuing visit 
of our Prime Minister will pave the 
way for better undertandin, between 
Sri Lanka and our countrJ. 

The situation in regard to SangIa-
desh has lieen referred to by many 
friends who have spoken before me 
I do not want to go into details of 
that lsaue. We have passed through 
d.Iftlcu1t tim .. and we-ltave supported 
the cause of that country at grave 
risk. At a time when Indta was 
tryin, ~ to create an infr'lstructure 
fOr economic self-reliance, forgetting 

our domestic commitments, we had 
gone in a big way, which no other 
country in the world has so far done 
to help liberate the people of ~ 
desh for Pakistani military despotism. 
We know the political implications (If 
our commitment. With a hostile 
Chins and a hostile America we went 
to help them, because the hlstory of 
India and of the Indian National Con-
",ess, wbich fought for the freedom 
of our country, has always been to 
go to the rescue of the people in dis-
tress, the. people in agony whose 
liberty is trampled upon. 

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): 
Why don't you go to Tibet? 

DR. HENRY AUSTIN: I will come 
to that a little later. 

I prefaced my observatiol\s with 
reference to this general relaxation 
of tensicm in the international field, 
But I do not think the developments 
taking place beyond the western 
borders of India and in western Asia 
are in tune with the general tenor of 
relaxation and detente. In today's 
Times of India there is a reproduction 
of an interview which the New Yorlc 
Time. correspondent, Mr Sulzber,er 
had with the Shah of Iran. It aays 
that the shah of Iran is unduly COD-
cerned over the prospect of the dis-
memberment of Pakistan and he takes 
unto himself the duty of preserving 

Pakistan. Then he goes beyond this 
and says that he will have to enter into 
the field if such things take place. Thi. 
observation of the Shah of Iran has to 
be related to the supply by the U.S.A. 
of over two billion dollars worth of 
military hardware to that country. 
AI everyone knOWll, Iran has no ene-
mies around except a little bit /of 
conftict that had arisen be\ween Iran 
and Iraq recently, which was patched 
up. The resumption of military aid to 
Pakistan by the U.S.A. is again a 
pointer whleh makea on. tbJDk 
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whether these steps are in tune with 
the detente in the international scene. 
So, we have got to be a little .lert. 
Our foreign policy has got to be arti-
culate, taking into account these deve-
lepments, "because these developments 
do not augur well for the security of 
this country. 

Coming to the Simla Agreement, 
everyone hoped that the President of 
Pakistan would come forward in a big 
way towards implementing the Simla 
Agreement. Then again the reluctance 
of Pakistan to accept the peace offer,-
the joint declaration of India and 
Bangladesh expressing their ~  
to solve the humanitarian problems 
concerning the Prisoners of War Issue 
has also to be releted to the emergmg 
situation. But I may say that our 
foreign policy seems pret'ty conscious 
of these developments in Western 
Asia arid Pakistan. The recent visit 
of . our Foreign Minister to the Gulf 
countries and the increasing effort 
made to cultivate the countries of 
Western Asia will have a healthy im-
pact in evolving a correct policy in 
that region. 

The meeting of the Military leaders 
of the Arab countries now being held 
in Cairo has got to be watched in 
the context of th!! continued provoca-
tion created in a big way by Israel. 
A new situation has emerged in West 
Asia because of the Israeli planes 
aUack on Lebanon killing several 
persons. This has alerted Arab Coun-
tries "and today military leaders of 
about 18 Arab countries are meeting in 
Caillo. " The Arab world will not re-
main a silent spectator when conti-
nuous provocations take place at the 
i,nstance of certain" imperial powers. 
There- again we.have got to watch the 
situation carefully .. 

In an flDIIlmatiOl1 of our 'foreign 
poliby .\lm" fl04 '11mt its pursuit 'has 
. bt!etl based on .certain J;imlW objectives 

as well as long-range 'considerations. 
The limited objective is to ensure 
durable peace in South Asia. Towards 
that end we are cultivating friendship 
with Nepal, Ceylon and Bangladesh. 
Our aproach to the remaining country 
in the region namely. Pakistan would 
have been also more fruitful if that 
country succeeded in extricating itself 
from international conspiracies of im-
perial powers. 

tn pursuit of our long-range objec-
tives, we consistently stand in the 
vanguard for peace and friendship 
among natures. Another point at 
issue is our relationship with China. 
My hon. friend, Shri Piloo Mody, re-
ferred to the situation in Tibet. In 
spite of provocations, our policy has 
been to have a re-approachment with 
China on terms beneficial to both coun-
tries. We are not going to be involved 
in any con.piracy. We do not want 
India and China to remain host'ile 
countries. There again we have ex-
pressed our willingness to be friendly 
with China and I am sure China will 
also see its way to build up healthy 
relations with us. 

To be brief, the pursuit of our 
foreign policy has been on right lines. 
It is sufficiently flexible and reponsive 
to specific situations and, ~ the same 
time, consistently steedfast to the 
basic postulates of our "foreign policy. 
laid down by the arehitect of our 
foreign policy, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. 
I am sure that if we continUously pur-
sue this foreign policy, it ,will create 
conditions where, just as we have 
entered into a treaty of peace and 
friendship with the Soviet URian, ex-
tending the area of pesce. ,we will l:Ie 
able to enter into similar arrange-
ments with other coUDtries.as "well, 
therel:lN contributin, to flU'tber .• treDg-

"thening and consolidating peace. co-
operation and friendship .auumg na-
tions, and thus eI1euriDg .. "" aecu-. juat 
and aftluent world . 
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SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi-
wash): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, before 
ioing into the details of our foreign 
policy, let me quote two or three 
sentences from the Report of the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry: 

"The year under review witnessed 
a wider acceptance of the principle 
of non-alignment .as endorsed at the 
Conference of Foreign Ministers of 
Non-aligned countries held at Guy-
ana .... It was gratifying to note that 
in the communiques issued following 
President Nixons visit to China as 
well '<IS his visit to the Soviet Union, 
the five principles of Panch Sheel 
found reference in one form or 
another." 

Again it says: 

"India's own contribution towards 
peace has been widely welcomed and 
acknowledged." 

If you are going to believe this state-
ment, you should come to the irresis-
tible cOl'lclusion that India's diplomacy 
is successful and it is the best in the 
whole world. But what is the reality? 
What is our inftuence and our status 
in international affairs? 

It was Shri Nehru who was said to 
be the architect of our foreign policy. 
He said, "We may have acted well or 
badly on the international stage, but, 
we 'are not frankly speaking inftuen-
tial enough to affect international 
President Nixon's visit to China as 
events very much". Thaf was said by 

~  Nehru in 11148. 

The position remains almost the 
same. Now recent Report from the 
United Nations says: "India is ftnding 
it difficult to make her presence felt 
in the U.N. Lobbies". This is our 
foreig,n policy. This foreign policy in 
all -these years has been bankrupt, 
sterile alld static. Our foreign policy 

lacks dynamism and imagination and 
our foreign policy makers sllffer from 
mteria. They do no act. They only 
react. 

We assure the world that we are 
really non-aligned even after the 
Indo-Soviet Treaty. We forget the 
changing world. When the United 
States bombers are dropping tonnes of 
bombs on Hanoi and other cities Pre-
sident Nixon is given a warm welcome 
in Kremlin; China is calling President 
Nixon an imperialist and he is given a 
warm welcome in Peking; the two 
Germanys are coming together and the 
two Koreas are commg closer. I want 
to a,;k the Government wOOt is the 
relevance of non-alignment no-a-days? 
I would like to quote one of the autho-
rities on non-alignment. Shri K P. S. 
Menon said, "Non-alignment ~ an 
emollient of the cold war ceased to 
have any relevance because one did 
not know with whom to non-align 
oneself." In this context' it would be 
better to the warning given by the 
<:lx-Foreign ~  Shri Chagla. 
He said, "it is always a mistake 
for a country to put all its eggs 
in one basket. We ought to survey the 
situation and see where our interests 
lie, where our friendship should be, 
not permanently but for the time 
being." 

We talk of Panch Sheel day in and 
day out and try to discover this Flanch 
Sheel in Nixon's communique. This is 
what' the originator of the Panch 
Sheel said about it. 

"Where is Panch Shee!? It cannot 
be worked in the present interna-
tional situation. It has· become 
merely' a slogan." 

This is what Pandit Nehru said once 
when he was in Nepal. We are harp-
ing on this old slogan. Now-a-days 
our policy should be realistic, ftexib4e 
and up-fo-date. Leave this old 
slogan. 
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[Shri G. Viswanathan] 
What is our policy in Asia? Our 

diplomacy has been a failure and it is 
the most ineffective as tv as Asia is 
concerned. There are many reasons, 
may be the main reason is our hostility 
with our neighbours. China and 
Pakistan. Another reason is that our 
policy towards South East Asian coun-
tries has not' paid good dividends. 
Another important point which I would 
like to express is about the wrong 
posting of diplomats particularly in 
South East Asia. One of our senior 
journalists has written. 

"Indian diplomats posted in Asian 
countries and in particular in S01.1th 
East Asia are not always men of 
calibre. The best ones seek and get 
European postings. While European 
and American capitals are rated "A" 
Asian capitals are considered C Ie D." 

This is what Mr. Kuldip Nayar has 
written. 

As far as our nall'st neighbours 
like Nepal and Sri Lanka are concern-
ed, we wish our friendship should be 
strengthened. I understand that our 
Prime Minister is going to visit Sri 
Lanka in a day or two. I hope the 
main issue will be the implementation 
of the Shastri-Sirmao Pact of 1964. 
I would like to bring to the notice of 
the Governmenf that fears have been 
expressed by the Io-called Stateless 
persons in Sri Lanka that their future 
may be bargained away or jettisoned 
by the Indian Prime Minister in a ttt 
of generosity towards a small neigh-
bour country. 

Acain. we have been demanding that 
In countries like Sri Lanka, Malaysia 
and Singapore, to understand and ap-
predate the problemS of the people of 
Indian origin, Tamil-knowing diplo-
mats should be posted. The Govern-
ment lIhould conlider It. 

~ to Pakistan, after a long 
time, after many yeara, democracy has 
returned ro that country and we wish 

them well. The recent gesture or the 
offer by India and Bangladesh on 
repatriation should be considered a 
very fair offer. I think Pakistan 
should be wise enough to accept this 
offer. This is a package deal. Once 
Mr. Bhutto was quoted as saying: 

"The prisoners of war issue is the 
main hurdle and Kashmir is the 
hurdle of all hurdles." 

If he is going to accept this offer, at 
least the main hurdle will be solved 
and removed. As far as Kashmir is 
concerned, we have shown the world 
that bilaterally this problem can be 
solved. The delineation of the line ot 
control has proved that problems can 
be solved between Pakistan and India 
bilaterally. As a preliminary step, I 
think both the countries should resume 
over-flights and also other channels of 
communication. 

Again, I would like to point out 
that diplomatic relationship should be 
immediately re-established. 

On the Kashmir issue which is sup-
posed to be the hurdle of all hurdles. 
I want both the countries to take 
realities into consideration and find a 
lasting solution. Otherwise, there will 
be no real solution 1'0 the Indo-Pak 
issue. 

Now, let me come to our relationship 
with China and the Soviet Union. The 
ideological quarrels between the two 
leading countries of the socialist camp 
are going on in the international 
arena. So long IlS China and Russia 
are hostile fowards each _other, our 
relationship with one will automati-
cally have repercussions on the other. 
The Soviet Union has given its fullest 
support to us when we were in trouble. 
It is our good friend. But China fa 
perturbed at t'he implementation of the 
Indo-Sovlet Treaty and, particularly. 
they amen a rat in clause 9 or thf' 
Indo-SoViet Treaty. They feer that 
the Soviet 'Union may attack ChiDII 
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from the west and ask India which is 
a partner in the Treaty to attack the 
same. country frem another side on 
some pretext or other. There is no 
harm in taking an· initiative to dis-
abuse these unfounded fears to the 
extent possible. Since there i. • 
change in China's attitude which I find 
from the Report is now for the -better, 
we should go in to seek normalisation 
of our relations with China. 

I think, Mr. Chagla is corred when 
he says: 

"It is a mistake to rely on friend-
ship with one power. Russia has 
stood by us and we Bre grateful to 
Russia for that. But there is no 
permanent friendship in interna-
tion&1 aflairs. This friendship may 
last so lon!l as there is confronta-
tion between Russia and China. 
The confrontation can easily change 
into ping pong matches and hand-
shakes." 

Sir. war is over in Vietnam. The 
United States has drained about 
rupees 81 thousand crores. And, tinal-
Iy. after burning its tingers, it has 
now left Vietnam. 

The country which bas lost its image 
badly in Indo-China is not South 
Vietnam, nor even the United States. 
But it is India. We have suffered 
irreparable damage for our omission 
and commissions because of the Gov-
ernment of India's pOlicies. India had 
been playing a major role in Indo-
China from 1954_ IndiB also acted as 
the Chairman of the International 
Control Commission. But, what is the 
position now? 

After the Paris Conference India has 
not been included even as a Member 
of the International Supervisory Com-
mittee because of the policy of the 
Governm.mt of India. While India 
raised its relations with North Vietnam 
at Embassy level-which we wel-

~  it ~  ignored South 
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Vietnam. As a consequence w;! had 
to shift our headquarters from Saigon. 
Whereas, the other two countries-
Poland and Canada-were allowed to 
function :frOm Saigon. India has 
given room for a charge of partiality 
be'hveen two Vietnams and that is 
GIle of the major reasons why India 
has been excluded from the new 
Supervisory Committee. 

Sir, let me now come to the ques-
tion of West Asia. The situation of 
No War and No Peace continues there. 
The super powers have not helped 1.0 
tind a solution in that area. Attacks 
and terrorism are continuing irres-
pective of the fact whether it is by 
Arab Guerilias or Israeli Commandos 
or whether the scene of activity is 
Munich, Lod Airport, . Khartoum or 
Beirut. Killings are going on, which 
is not going to solve the fundamental 
problem. What is our contribution to 
this immediate problem? We have 
been repeating that the cause of Arabs 
is just and that Israel is the aggresSor. 
But, we have not so far taken any 
concrete steps to break the stalemate. 
There is a change now in the Israeli 
attitude. We found recently evidence 
in the newspapers. Even though Israel 
is armed fo the teeth, it knows its 
limitations. With all the preparations 
of war the Arabs are aware of their 
weaknesses. India should playa cons-
tructive major role in bringing these 
parties to the table. We alone cannot 
do it. We also should persuade super 
powers to help us in this. This nece!'-
sarily means that we must have our 
diplomatic relations with Arabs as 
well as the Israelis. At present we do 
not have diplomatic relations with 
Israel. We should bave ~~ 
relations at least at the ~  
Consul-General at ~  ~· ~ 
alem sO that we can un tand the 
other point also. :' : . ' 

~  ~~~  

Sir, . here I would like to say that 
in spite of all our unstinted support 
to fhe Arabs, none of them came to 
our help when we' 'needed it. It is 
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unfortunate that of the 96 countries 
thet reeognised BangIa Desh, only four 
ere from this region. I think Govern-
ment of India should not allow India 
to be taken for granted. 

N9w, 1 would li4e to say something 
il;!.. reger" to Qur policy regarding dip-
lomatic r,!lationa,-which seems to be a 
policy of untouchability. Whether it 
is Israel ')r North Korea, we practice 
this aparthied policy. I want tbe 
Govemmflllt to take a comprehensive 
v,iew of this policy. 

sir, the United States must note that 
all of. ~  in this country and in this 
House 'have unanimously condemned 
itjl reafJDing Pakistan. Now, there 
seema to be a change for the better. 
Even though White House has damag-
ed friendly relations, the public opi-
nion and the opinion of Parliament in 
the u,s. IIiIE in favour of good relations 
with ouf country. United States 
should desist from rearming Pakistan 
and we shOUld get an assurance from 
the United States Government tbat 
their arms given to Iran will not be 
passed 011 to Pakistan. 

We should go ill for a pralrnatic 
relationship as far as the"USA is con-
cerned. 

15 br •. 

B!l.ng!a ~  has been blocked from , 
enterirlg int" the United Nations by, 
the Chinese. veto. It is unfortunattl 
that China which was itself kept out 
of the United Nations by the American 
veto should itself use veto against 
~  Now the time has come 

for, all ~  to think of a thorougb 
~  in the. struetl!re and ~ 

of. the ~  Council ot., ttJe Unit 
~  becal.lse the, syst'j!1ll ".of vet I 

~  Country can hold ~  ep,ijre· 
11' 'to ~  is creatjng havoc and, 
I th· if shoUTd be removed. 

~  I would . like 
to menUon that the third world coun-
trie, must 'come tOiether and we 
should take, ~ initlatWe in this. The 

~  4'air. 

Guatemala session of the Latin Ame-
rican Parliamenf· has passed a unani-
mous resolution BIking for a prepara-
tory committee to make a study of 
the problem of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. This is a great initiative and 
we should take the offer whlcb is given 
by the South American countries and 
India should be one of the count'ries 
foremost to formulate policies So that 
.11 the third world countries can come 
together and solve the international 
problems. 

SHRI SANT BUX SINGH (Fateh-
pur): What strikes me as amazing in 
these annual debates on External 
Affairs is that while the world is 
changing very fast, the approach and 
the analysis of the OpPOSition still 
recedes to 1948. They are still debat-
ing non-allignment and all the rest of 
it. The speeches are full of adjectives 
and there is hardly any analysis of 
the events. I would like to put some 
facts before the House to see what 
the world is like. 

On the 10th of April, President 
Nixon in a message to the Congress 
on trade asked for the most favoured 
nation's treatment to be extended to 
the Soviet Union. At the same time, 
he asked for trade barriers reing 
raised against Japan. Japan is to 
invest huge amounts of money on 
Siberian oil. China does not want 
American absence from South East 
Asia. The United States Is going to 
invest 3.5 billion dollars on Russi'!n 
gas and the Soviet Union is seiling 
Uranium fuel to West Germany. 

This is the' world that we flnd to-
day in the face of which the old con-
cepts, the old ic\pf'loglcal considera-
tions and the old approaches are 
completely meaningless . 

I must conll:ratulate ·the Government 
for the flexibility It has shown in its 
aPl)roach to the world problems and 
tbe boidnesl and the decisiveness that 
has marked our actions. We have 
sbQw.n to tIae world that decisions 
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concerning the interests of the country 
will be tuen by us 'in tenns of our 
Dational interests. Neither the 
Seventh Fleet nor dollars nor food-ald 
is going to stand in our way at all. 

15.02 hrs. 

lSHRJ K. N. TIWARY in the Chai,.] 

Tbe initiative taken in Simla by us 
and the recent proposals to Pakistan 
have been welcomed the world over. 
No third power was responsible lor 
this and it is this boldness of approach 
it is this positiveness and it is this 
'pragmatism that has been marking 
the policy of my Government. 

There is talk about Pakistan. But 
we should remember that Pakistan 
to-day is not the Pakistan as we knew 
it over the years and the greatest dis-
service that we would be doing to our 
country and to Pakistan is to keep on 
equating Pakistan with India. The 
sOoner we disabuse our minds Of this, 
the sooner we make It clear to our 
people that Pakistan to-day is not 
going to be equated with India no 
matter how hard the USA tries the 
better it will be. One result of this 
fanciful approach was that Pakistan 
roIlapsed and it is not the same Pak-
istan as it was earlier. Wben Pakis-
tan becomes a pawn in the hands of 
the supar powers or when Pakistan 
is playing the game of the United 
States or the Chinese, certainly, it is a 
matter of concern for Us and it is 
here that We have to look at the two 
billion dollar anns sale to Iran. The 
interest that the United States is 
taking in the Persion Gulf is going to 
affect this country far more than the 
interest that it tOOk in the Indo 
Chinese war. There is an energy 
crisis and every kind of diplomacy Is 
.olng to be employed In the West 
Asian countries, In order to corner 
oil resources, and millions and mil-
lions of dollars will flow Into the 
bands of autocrats and unstable 
rulers. Wbst we are eoing to witness 
is not something which Is very easy 
to foresee. It as ,Din, to be very 
dHllcuIt; there Is goi11l to be great 

pressure by th, U!lited,States, by the 
hu,e cartels and inoi16poll"sts. TodaY 
the idea of the United States leems to 
be to use Pakistan a8 a flank Of its 
own Wellt Asia pOliCT. This will be 
disastrous to Pakistan. We hope that 
it will learn from past experience and 
not ailow itself to be treated In this 
fashion. 

Some Of our friends here talked 
about equi-distant. But they seem 
to forget one trung. We cannot be 
equi-disiance with powers which act 
adversely to us and powers which act 
friendly to us. People ,ave US iectures 
about non-alignment having been lost 
because of tbe Indo-Soviet treaty. 
W:herefrom has' this criticism some? 
It' comes trom those people who criti-
cise our country, who critiCise my 
parly and this Government fOr not 
joining with the United States of 
America. India has decided to exer-
cise its sovereignty and it has decided 
to seek a peace which would be In its 
national interest. There was no up-
roar when between 1962 and 1965 we 
received 82 million dollars worth of 
arms from the U.S. and Americans 
supervised the deployment. In the 
late fifties we signed an agreement 
for 16 milliOn tonnes of food grains 
from the USA. No voice was raised 
then of India becoming over-depanrl-
ent upOn the USA. 

Historically we have seen this. 
Whether it is a question of Kashmir, 
Whether it is a question of GOa or 
Bangladesh. the Soviet 'Union has con-
sistently stood' with us. No tangible 
reason has been iiven by these people 
why we should not be on the friend 
liest of terms with a country which 
has consistently stood by us and stood 
with us; facts prOVe this. We have 
received millions of dollars worth of 
arms from' the Soviet UniOn not to 
mention all the other help which we 
have' got In the matter' of manUfac-
ture of heavy electricals and many 
other Industries like steel and ~  
indu'iltrles"\.i..hlch are" very Vital' for oar 
country. With reference to our naval 
dOckyard, with, reference to' our heavy 
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industries and also steel, heavy elec-
tricals ~ machine tools. the Soviet 
Union bas helped us tremendously. 
We seek the friendship of Soviet Union 
Dot because it adjoins us, not because 
our ideologies are common, but be-
cause there is a certain mutuality of 
interest. It is not in the interest of 
the Soviet Union to make a satellite 
ot India. That would serve no pur-
pose. Soviet Union want. India as 
much as we want the Soviet Union 
today. On this mutuality of interest 
we should come closer and closer with 
the Soviet Union not only in terms of 
our toreign policy hut I would be bold 
to say even on economic matters. 
Those people who criticise us tor get-
ting closer to the SovIet Union do so 
because they do not have the lacts 
clear, because they have been brought 
up on western books written by wes-
tern intellectuals and western news-
papers. Consequently, those people do 
not think of national interests, but 
think in terms of their prejudices. 
There is yet another set of people who 
quite often come between the great 
friendshIp ot the Indian people and 
the Soviet people. These are the peo-
ple who forget that it is national in-
terest that joins India and Soviet 
Union. People who make it party. 
group Or coterie interest are not being 
national and there must be many In 
the SOviet Union who would be say-
ing: "God save us from such of our 
friends in India." 

Sir, we sho\1ld not debate these 
points any longer. In West AsIa. 
South East Asia and at several other 
places our interests will be found to 
be common with those of the Soviet 
Union. The havoc that is going to be 

~  in the Indian ocean is yet all-
other thing because of which we will 
further need to ally with the pro-
gressive and socialist forces in the 
world. We must ever be keen on 
our relationship with our neighbours. 
We must ever be vigilant about peO-
ple wbo want to disrupt the economy 
and we mUst see to it that we produce 
a policy wbicb Is consistent witb the 
aims of the people of this country; 

that Is, we march towards the path of 
SOcialism and not towards the patb 
of reaction and monopoly. 
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SHRI C. M. STEPHEN (Muvattupu-
zha): I rise to support the demands 
for grants of this Ministry and in 
supporting, to compliment the Mini-
stry of External Affairs tor the way 
in which the a1falrs of this cOuntry in 
the external field were being conduc-
ted in the course Of the last year. In 
retrospect I honestly feel that enough 
has happened in the last year which 
should give us, as a self-respecting 
country, satisfaction. The palicles we 
have been adumberatlng have been 
acceptlld on a global basis and .tand 
vindicated. ,. 
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My friend Mr. Viswanathan said that 
the prestige of the country had gone 
down and that In the United Nations 
we were not able to pull sufficient 
weight and also that our foreign policY 
lacked the backbone. Whether we are 
able to pull sufficient weight In the 
portals of the United Nations, is one 
thing. But I would ask one question: 
what is the yard stick by which you 
judge whether the foreign policy is 
correct or not? That we pull some 
weight in the United Nations-is that 
to be the sole yardstick? Should we 
go about as a big power with all the 
world following us, is that the yard-
~  Or is it to be the yard-stick 
that the stand you are taking in the 
international affairs matter by matter 
and country by country stands vindi-
cated? My submission is that when we 
approach the question of evaluation of 
foreign poli("y, the yard-stick we have 
to adopt is not the measure of the 
so called influence that you are wield-
ing but the measure of acceptance of 
the policy which we have been fol-
lowing up in the international affair!!, 
that is. in essence, what we mean by 
the principle of non-alignment. Non· 
alignment idoes not mean non-coop-
eration with any other countrY. It 
does not mean that you are not going 
to pull your weight with some other 
country. Non-alignment simply means 
that you reserve your right of saver· 
eignty in your Own affairs and in tak-
ing your own stand with reference to 
different matters that are coming tiP 
on the international front and the 
thrust that you are taking up. The 
correct test is whether that stand has 
been accepted or not by the interna· 
tional community when time goes by. 

Judging the whole scene from these 
standards. I feel that India has got 
sufficient scope and sufficient justifi-
cation to feel satisfied because. what· 
ever stand India has been taking in 
the international problems now stand 
vindicated one by one-whether it be 
on Vietnam or whether it be on 
Korea or whether it be on German 
Federation or whether it be in the 
matter of lessenllll of tension or ad-

mission Of China in the United Nations 
or whether it be the principle of co-
existence or whether It be aggressive 
aspects Of the block politics. In all 
these matters, when we look back, we 
find that last year is a year in which 
many of these stands have been vin-
dicated. It is in that reaPect that I 
say that although at a time when we 
were plouging hat lonely furrow, with 
respect to certain areas, we find that 
in the international poliCies the other 
countries are compelled to take up 
the stand that We have been taking. 
That bloc politics is now going out; 
that confrontation is now lessening 
and it is certainly a matter of satis-
faction for us that Shri Nixon had to 
go to Peking. he had to go to Moscow 
and agreements had to be worked 
out and the two Germanies had tn 
come together. And a four-power 
agreement had to be evolved and the 
Viet Nam confrOntation had to be 
called off. 

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: Is that 
all because of India? 

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: I am not 
saying that this is because of India 
but I am saying that the stand we 
took with respect of all these issues 
to-day stands vindicated. It is one 
thing to say that it is because of 
India and it is yet another thing to 
say that the stand we took in the 
international politics has been proved 
to be correct. It mayor may not be 
because of India. But, certainly it is 
a matter Of satisfaction that the posi-
tion we took stands vindicated to-day 
whether it be because of us or whe-
ther it be in spite of us. But. I do 
submit that we also contributed in a 
big measure. We had been Bskil'lg 
for the admission of Cbina year after 
rear to the United Nations. We con-
tributed to the building up of the in-
ternational opinion. We were cam-
paigning against the Viet Nam war. 
I do submit that our country continu-
ed for the cessation of confro;).!a· 
tion in Viet Nam. We did contribute 
to ihe building up of the International 
GIIiman on Korea. After all whatever 
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coniribuUon you 'can make in the in-
ternationu arena it is only upto the 
e'xtent upto which you can evolve the 
international opinion. You cannot 
do that either by your atom bombs 
or by your arms. It is by the build-
ing up of the international opinion 
that you can spare tbe international 
policy and tbe fate of the inter-
nationai current. Therefore, I say 
that in the cour'se of these years, we 
have been making our contribution 
by building up international opinion. 
It is this that ultimately necessitated 
or compelled the powers to come to 
the line which we have been advo-
cating. It is there I submit th'at we 
have proved to the world that our 
foreign policy is proved to be a com-
plete success. There we have 20t a 
~  satisfaction. It was said 
here that in the portals of the United 
Nations we do not count for anything. 
But I humbly beg to differ frOm tbat 
evaluation, Times have chan2ed, There 
was a time when India was free and 
African countries were in bondage. 
Then India by her very presence 
could exhume dynamism in the in-
ternational fields, in the portels of the 
United Nations, Since then the Afri-
can countries have emerged as free 
and sovereign. They are independent, 
sovereign countries, A large number 
Of suCh independent sovereign coun-
tries there are in the United Nations. 
The;efore, the same demonstrative 
sort Of influence which you might per-
haps have been able to exert sOme-
time back, you may ,not be able to 
do now. But the question is wbe-
ther in tbe portals O! the UN you are 
able to get the stand you are taking 
accepted by the international com-
munity. I want to ~  men, the 
Bangladesh confrontation, ~  
where were, we? What was our POSI-
tion in tbe UN? We were struggling 
to get our position ~ ~  
had. to II> frOm, countn-, to country to 
get aceepiaiiee 'Of our Ti\bsitllin. 'TOiiilY 
may be ~  ~ I ~  got ad-
misslontoito the ~  ~~  
Council ... 1181, 'acceP«.;d ~ ~  
and ~  for a veto; Bahif8detb 

would bave 'been' admitted. When 
~ ,real tuiSle beian in, the General 

Assembly, what haPpened? Is it 'not 
a real diplomatic victory that we 
could iet the General Assembly accept 
the resolution not by a divisiOn but 
unanimously recommending to tbe 
Security Council that 'Ban2ladesh be 
admitted? Have we not cOvered a 
long distance in the last 18 months? 
From a point where Bangladesh was 
a moot proposition and could not be 
accepted as a sovereign countrY, we 
have travelled so far that the General 
Assembly recommended the admission 
of Bangladesh to the' Security Coun-
cil. Is it not a real victory? In my 
view, the way we have managed 
things in the UN is really admirable. 

In the election to the International 
Court, we put up our candidate. There 
was a real tussle and our candidate 
wOn with the largest number of votes, 
excepting one. COuld you say we are 
not wielding any influence, that ~ 
are without friends in the UN and 
we have estranged and been put in 
isolation in the international forum? 
Let Us not be unrealistic when we 
make an evaluation, Let us be charit· 
able to ourselves, Charitable you be 
to others, but let us be charitable to 
ourselves also. If you do so, yOU will 
have to acknowledge that the foreign 
policy Of this country has proved it-
self to be a correct foreilIl policy, 
Which is being evolved by an indepen-
dent countJ:Y. Mr. Vajpayee said, we 
are not able to evolve an indepen-
dent foreign policy. May I ask him 
in all humility, can you give an ins-
tance where you can say that this is 
not an independent decision and an 
alternative decisiOn could have been 
taken? To evaluate as to whether 
the policy we are pursuing is in-
dependent or not. the method is to 
point out one action and lay, this il 
riot 'in 'theinterestl of our country 
and 'this is not the stand we would 
have taken if we are a real sovereign 
country. I would ellanen,e the· 0p-
position to pOint out a' lingle "step 
,i/bere we have been 'following the 
dttltates of ' lome I 'other country. It 
iioi!a "not ''beftf ~  .'fIIe" leader -of' an 
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opposition party to -pOrtray a picture 
in which you announce to the world 
that we are not a sovereian country 
but an a'ppendage of some other 
~  If there is BOrne justifica-
tion for it, all right. If not, it will 
be the most ruinous sort of stand to 
take in its relationship to the welfare 
Of our country. So. taken altogether, 
we have sufficient ground for satis-
~  about the foreilln pOlicy we 

have been pursuing. 

Mr. Vajpayee said that the new 
initiative we have taken in the sub-
continent is against the interests ot 
the country, When the Simla Agree-
ment was Signed. he said it, Now he 
says it again. I can only ~  

with the deliberate attempt on his 
part not to understand the implica-
tions of the initiative we have taken. 
The cease-fire took place and the 
prisoners-oi-war are with us. The 
Geneva Convention says, prisoners-
of-war have got to be returned. 
But our reply is that the Prisoners-of-
war surrendered to the united com-
mand and. therefore. except after 
discussion with Bangladesh and India. 
the prisoners-of-war could not be 
returned. We are taking this stand, 
Now he says that the prisoners-of-
war should not be returned before re-
cognition. I am looking at it irom 
anether perspective. The General 
AssE'mbly of the United Nations have 
taken a decision that Bangladesh Dlust 
be admitted to the United Nations. A 
recommendation to the Security 
Council to that effect has already 
been made. Along with that there is 
another resolution that the prisoners-
of-war must be returned. If Bangla-
desh insists that nothing should be 
done except after discussion, of course 
we have no alternative. But If 
Bangladesh is prepared to de-link with 
the issue why shOUld we be stubborn 
about it? The admission of Bangla-
desh Is now in' the hands of the United 
Nations Itself. Therefore. we are at-
tempting to de-link it from the Prl-
soners-of-war Issue. 

The humiinitarian :riroblem Is not 
OIlly one. Tbere Is the humanitarian 

problem with relltard to the prisoners-
of-war. There is 'another huniimi-
tadan problem with reg:lrd to the 

: 'Bengalis in Pakistan. 'there is a 
third humimitarian problem with re-
gard to the Pakistanis in Bangladesh, 
Are we to allow these humanitarian 
problems to remain there and are we 
to use these human beings as hOst-
ages for the purpose of recognition of 
Bangladesh by Pakistan? Now that 
a majority Of members of the United 
Nations have accepted and recognised 
Bangladesh, recognition by Pakistan is 
only a matter of time. It is in their 
interest to de-link it, as has been done 
!:Jy Bangladesh. 

If anything, we have to COIlllratu-
late the External Affairs Minister for 
this initiative he has taken whereby 
he has put Pakistan in the dock. We 
have found how Pakistan has been 
put in the dock. Pakistan lias now 
come out with another argument that 
the moment the hostilities are over 
the prisoners-of-war must be return-
ed. What do they mean by hostility? 
Are the hostilities over? I am afraid, 
the hostilities are not over. The 
cease-fire has hiken place but the 

~  are not over beacuse the 
basic ~  of the war are still there. 
One basic cause was the ·demand of 
Bangladesh for their own national 
identity and. therefore, their soverei-
gnty .and ~  That has got to 
be satisfied. Until that is satisfied 
the seeds Of bastUlty will certainly 
remain. Therefore, the argument of 
Mr. Bhutto that because the hostilities 
are over. the prisoners-of-war must 
be returned under the Geneva Con-
vention unilaterally and without any 
discussion is a position which cannot 
pass muster. Now the Geneva Con-
vention will be observed. thE' pri.oners-
of-war will be returned to Pakistan 
and the Pakistani prisoners in Bangla-
desh will.be returned to Pakistan 

.,when the Bengalis ~ returned to 
,. Bangladesh. Unl"ss Mr. ~  Blrees 

to 'tbls. he will ftnd it difficult at the 
~  intl:matlllnalopinion to justify 

his ~  .. , For, this suPreme ~ ~  
and diplomatiC move I must ~ ­
late the External Alfalrs Minister. As 
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far as recoenition is concerned, that 
is a different matter. All the powers 
of the sub-continent have reco,msed 
Bangladesh; sO also the largest num-
ber of members of the United Nations. 
How long can Pakistan remain with 
eyes completely shut to the - hard 
reality of the existence of Bangla-
desh? Time will compel Mr. Bhutto 
to recoenise Bangladesh. If Mr. 
Bbutto will not recognise Bangladesh. 
Bangladesli will not recoenise Mr. 
Bhutto. That is a problem between 
them and we will leave it at that. 
Therefore, this is a major stroke that 
we have achieved. 

There is one point which I would 
like to emphasize and that is our re-
lationship with the countries of Africa 
and South America. Our relationship 
with Africa has been consistenUy 
good. Even when Africa was under im-
perialist rule we had intimate rela-
tions with the African countries. No 
country had identified itself witb the 
hopes and aspirations for indepen-
dence. sovereignty and liberation from 
racial discriminati.on ~ the African 
countries than India. In fact. 
Mahatma Gandhi started his political 
struggle from Africa. EVen todaY 
Africa is under the heels of neo-
colonialism. Racial suppression is 
continuing there. Wben I went to the 
United Nations is was a matter of 
pride for me to find that India is still 
completely leading that section of the 
United Nations which is fighting aga-
inst apartheid in Africa. 

I was really proud to note the con-
tribution that was made by a member 
Of our Embassy Mr. Barkat Ahmed 
as the Rapporteur of a Committee 
which was dealing with Apartheid. 
Nevertheless, I have my doubts whe-
there we are suft\ciently getUDlt emo-
tionally Integrated and moulded Into 
the problems of African nations. 

'There Is neo-colonlalism going on. We 
have got to get completely emotional-
ly Inteerated with them and we will 
have to gCve them a feeling that we 
are completely with them. It is not 
money that they need. It II emo-

tional sympathy and support that the 
African countries need. Let Us re-
member it is not only Soviet Union, 
it is not only America. it Is not only 
China, that counts in the world. It 
is the ~  continent Into the 
consciousness of their rights, it is the 
re-emerging continent into a struggle 
to re-establish themselves, that is 
going to count. We have got to evolve 
a policy whereby we will be part and 
parcel of the great continent and will 
be completely emotionally with tl\em. 

In conclusion. I do congratulate the 
External Affairs Ministry for the way 
they have been piloting tHe affairs of 
this country. for the magnificent 
stroke of diplomacy that has put 
Pakistan on the wrong side and for 
the way we have been able to take 
a stand that has been vindicated by 
the international community from 
time to time. 

With these words. I support the 
Demands for Grants relating to the 
Ministry Of External Affairs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Mem-
bers may now move their cut motions. 

SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE: I heg 
to move: 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. 1." 

[Failure to project India's image 
abroad properly in all the matters 
in international politics (2) 1 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to evolve a bold, 
healthy and popular policy which 
refiects internationally India's 
honour and dignity (3)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for further initiative and 
earnestness on the part of the 
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Ministry to develop good neigh- SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE: I beg to 

bourly relations with Pakistan. move: 
(9)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for quick and impressive 
steps to break the existing thaw 
and bring about friendly relations 
With People's Republic of China 
(10) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Failure of Indian Embassies 
and Consulates' activities in other 
countries in respect of publicity 
and other programmes ( 11) J 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need to immediately recognise 
the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam 
and cut all relation with Saigon 
Regime. (12.)] -

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100," 

[Failure to recognise the Gov-
ernment of National Union led by 
Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia. 
(13) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Mairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Failure to Jluide properly and 
in time the offtces. charge-
d'affairs and ambassadors of our 
country in foreign lands by keep-
ing very regular contact with 
them from India. (14)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100," 

[Continuing defaults in the 
working of our Embassies and 
High Commissions abroad. (15)] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Mairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Desira bili ty 
with countries 
Cuba. (16)] 

of closer 
like Chile 

links 
and 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Role of foreign policy as an 
instrument for countering ~­
dations on Indian economy by 
foreign oil companies. (17)]. 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs ue 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Ways and means,of consolidat-
ing India's friendsMip and frater-
nity with Bangladesh. (18)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Desirability of having full dip-
lomatic relations with the Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Korea. 
(19) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100," 

[Problems arising out of recent 
Anglo-U.S. build-up in the Indian 
Ocean thus preventing its emer-
gence as a zone of peace. (20) J 
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''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be' 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Problems arising out of the 
situation in Indo-China and conti-

nuing neo-imperiallst desiltls in 
the region. (21)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[India's role in the task of ac-
complishing security and peace in 
Asia. (22)] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Ways and means of overcom-
ing the intransigence of Pakistan 
in regard to implementation of 
the Simla Agreement. (23)] 

"That the 'emand I.:ndc- ·}.r head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Role of the United States. 
China and certain other Powers 
in aggravating sub-continental 
problems to the detriment parti-
cular Iy of India. (24) ] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[India's relationship with the 
United States and dangers latent 
in present policies. (25)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Situation lately arisen in Sik-
kim and Government's action in 
relation thereto. (26)] 

SHRI P. 
(Ahmedabad) : 

G. MAVALANKAR 
I beg to move: 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 

~  to Re. I." . 

(JI'ailure to constantly evaluate 
and implement an imaginatiw, 

realistic and fruitful foreign policy 
of India. (27) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to keep India lIenuine-
Iy non-aligned as between the 
two super power blocks of East 
and West. (28)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to follow an indepen-
dent foreign policy in tune with 
the national interest and security. 
(29)] 

''That the demand under the he3c. 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to play a more effec-
tive role in the United Nations 
and its specialised agencies for the 
promotion of peace and dev-e\op-
ment and al) round progress in the 
present day world. (30) ] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to provide leadership 
and fresh initiatives to the Com-
monwealth of Nations. (Ull 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. I." 

[Failure to promote and cement 
better relations with the develop-
ing and newly independent coun-
t "jes particularly in the continents 
of Africa and Latin America. 
(32)] 

"That the demand under the helld 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. 1." 

[Failure to produce a meaning-
ful friendship and partnership 
with a numbe," of neighbouring 
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and cou,ntrjeJ in Asia more es-
pecially in South East Asia, on the 
basis of equality and mutual in-
terest, benefit and respeCt. (33) J 
''Tbatthe ~  under the head 

Minisq-y of ~  Affairs be 
reduced to Re. l." 

[Failure to drastically reduce 
the number of both Indians and 
non-Indians in employment in 
various embassies, higl) comll)is-
sions and consulates of India 
located all over the world. (34) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced to Re. l." 

[Failure to build-up good. we11-
knit, bold and efficient external 
publicity units in India's embas-
sies and· missions with a view io 
creating a correct and proper 
image of India abroad. (35)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. IOQ." 

fNeed for taking a firm. positive 
and definite stand in regard to the 
implementation of the Simla 
Agreement. (36)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need to provide immediate re-
lief and help to Indians who have 
been thrown out of Uganda. (37)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need to take concrete measures 
to start a diplomatic dialogue with 
the People's Republic of China. 
(38)] 

'!That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Mairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

~ for resumption of a vigo-
rous, free and mutually respect-
ful diplomatic relationship bet-
ween India and the U.S.A. (39)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of ElCternal A!fi\irs be 

~  by.Rs. lOQ," 

[Need for establishing a full 
Indian diplomatic mission in Israel 
and a similar Israeli one in New 
Delhi. (40) ] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of 'External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for looking after' the 
Indians who are being forced out 
of Fiji and other areas and re-
gions of, the World. (41)] 

''That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for severely cutting the 
reckless expenses and luxurious 

ways of living in our diplomatic 
embassies abroad. (42)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for cementing further 
frlendship with the Government 
and people of the Republic of 
Bangladesh, so that the ideals or 
democracy, socialism, secularism 
and freedom can be strengthened 
on the ·sub-continent of India. 
(43)] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need for taking all necessary 
steps to ·keep the Indian Ocean as 
a zone of undisturbed and positive 
peace. ( 44) ] 

"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by Rs. 100." 

[Need to support all peoples and 
places' fighting against colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, fascism, totali-
tarianism imd apartheid pursued 
by various governments or estab-
lishments. (45) ] 
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"That the demand under the head 
Ministry of External Affairs be 
reduced by RB. 100." 

[Need to sympathise with. ap-
preciate and support the natural 
and democratic urges and agita-
tioDS of freedom-loving and 
peace-loving people of Sikkim. 
(.6).] 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The cut motions 
are also before the House. 

SHRIMATI MAYA RAY (Raillanj): 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, in consonance with 
the basic tenets of peaceful co-exist-
ence which forms the rnatrix of our 
Foreign Policy. India has throughout 
accepted and followed the principles of 
Panch Shee!. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was paSSionately 
devoted to intematicnalism and we 
remember him being associated ..... ith 
International Ass2mblies fighting 
against all forms of colonialism. ra-
cialism and imperialism. 

For him, as, for us all India ..vas 
not to be relogp.terl ~  the position of 
being a mere hanger-on to anyone 
country or group of n:;tions but imbib-
ing the ideals of Gandhiji we were to 
be a natkn destined to bring moral 
and ethical values to bear in our re-
lations with the international world. 

Our policy of non-alignment has 
been or extreme importance to us and 
beneficial, for we had seen the settle-
ment of differences amenllst nations 
and the alleviation and easing of poli-
tically dangerous situations 

In Panditji's own words: 

"The policy India has sought to 
pursue is not a negative or neutral 
pelley. It is a positive and vital po-
licy that flows from our strug&1e for 
freedom When ;man's liberty,or 
peace is In danger, we cannot or 
shan Dot be neutral. Neutrality then 
would be a betrayal of "'hat we 
have fought for and .tand for" . 

Further, in 19.7, he said: 

"We have sought to avoid foreign 
entanglement by not joining one 
block for the other. We propose to 
keep friendship with other countries 
unless they themselves create diffi-
culties .... " 

Non-alignment as a philosophy allows 
judgment of individual events, each 
on their merits while leaving com-
plete freedom of action to each coun-
try keeping in view its own national 
self-interest. 

But in the s2venties, Sir, we face 
new challenges and new obligations 
We find that political independence is 
incomplete without economic emanci-
pation. Further. militant economie al-
liances dominate global trade. 

The determination at 'the /quality 
and quantity of foreign aid from de-
veloped countries to the less develo!)-
ed nations has to be evalued, for 
the majority of the weaker under-
developed countries are at the mercy 
of forces often beyond their control 
or liking. Therefore, countries which 
have the same common problems of 
abysmal poverty anI economic dispa-
rities must endeavour to cooperate 
with each other as 'far as possible 
for their development and must re-
duce their dependence cn developed 
countries. 

In the words of Pdesident Nyerere 
of Tanzania.:-

"We shall never be really free 
while our economic weakness and 
our economiC BlIpirations lJorce us 
to our kne2s as supplicants or sca-
vengers of the world's wealth. SeP-
arately, that is, and will remain, 
our position. We shall beg or 
wheedle our way towards a little 
development here and a little In-
vestment there all on terma deter-
mined by others. But tcgetiler or 
even in groups we ar! much leIS 
weak." 
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These are the new challenges that 
we are facini in the ~  no 
longer can one quarter of hUmanity 
live in the flamboyance of opulence, 
while millions starve for a l1"ain of 
food and a drop of water. 

With our conduct being consistent 
with our professions, we are still to-
day trying to continue retaining fri-
endly delations with powerful na-
tions. In spite of the arms aid to 
Pakistan. we are endeavouring to sus-
tain our efforts in continuing our good 
relations with the USA. 

Curiously enough, the founding 
fathers of the American Constitution 
had in fact demonstrated their belief 
in the concept that we to-day hold 
dear. for, when they were confronted 
with the spectacle of warring nations 
in Europe trying to import their own 
feuds and rivalries into the United 
States of America in the late 18th 
century and early 19th century, 
Thomas Jefferson in 1793 announced 
at the height of the Anglo-French con-
fiict: 

"We were in a state of peace 
with all belligerent powers in Eu-
rope." 

Coming to the Far East, in accord-
ance with our principles, once again. 
India had all along tenaciously, per-
sistently and consistently fought for 
the admission of China to the United 
Nations. Even now we have demons-
trated our desire, readiness and wil-
lingness to normalise our relations 
with China. 

It is no use other nation casting 
aspersions on India's philosophy of a 
peace-loving way of Ufe by trying to 
coerce us and subjugate us Into ac-
cepting the dictatEs of major global 
powers. It Is soul-des&{oYlng to see 
elforts to achieve precisely this by 
dubious ~  vj.cious-
at other times insidious-but at aU 
times obvious. 

We see arounli us ~  of un-
'lIerUPu!eUs llta1llilg to ·~  l1'aD-
887 L:S.-ll 

diose aims of territorial claims by 
mighty nations, and shameful mano-
euvrings in the forum of the United 
Nations against newly independent 
countries by the so-called revolu-
tionary powers of this era. 

Mutt foreign policy rest entirely on 
expediency? There is of courae one 
school of thought Which believes in 
precisely that Quick results might be 
achieved' at the expense of sweeping 
away all ethical and moral considera-
tions at great human cost aDd mil!ery. 

Coming to our own sub-continent. 
our contribution to peace has been 
consistent with our own llense of 
values. It was India who took the 
initiative in her attempt to brush 
away all veils of suspicion and appre-
hension between Pakistan and our 
country, after the cessation of the last 
war-with the d'eftnite aim of bringing 
to an end the politics of confrontation. 

Ours was a sincere effort to bqln 
afresh in creating an atmosphere of 
peace and mutual co-operatlon. It 
is only through sympathy, mutuality 
and tranquality that we in this sub-
contient can deal with the common 
problems of devastating proverty, and 
gross under-development and massive 
over-population. Without the solution 
of thelle common problems. no counb'y 
in this sub-continent will reach the 
point Of take-off to assume its ri,ht-
ful place in the international world on 
terms of sovereign equality and dig-
nity-and the world will be poorer tor 
that. It is India's sincere bellef that 
left to ourselves, it is possible for all 
the tbree countries in this sub-conti-
nent to live In peace lind barmony 
with each other and strive towards 
our goal of prosperity and develop-
ment In tbe shortest possible time. 

Again India has taken the initiative 
to resolve the humanitarian problems 
of the Pakistani prisOners-of-war and 
tor the almUltaneous solution Of the 
'8llleii ~ ~  suCh ~ tbe ~ » ~  
fiCIn of Use. BeD.alta still in Pa'k18tan 
and the l'iOdStarilt in Banlla I)eIb. 
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Our aetions are overt evidenee of 
the fact that there is no desire to be 
rigid or inftexible. Pakistan today is 
no longer obliaed to recognise BangIa 
Desh as a precondition to securinl the 
release Of the Prisoners of War. 

At the IIlIme time. Sir, it has to be 
noted that BangIa Desb has not moved 
away from its previoul stand that it 
would negotiate only if Pakistan ac-
corded ~  and. if I may say 
so, for the ultimate solution of all 
problems, this is something whiCh is 
inevitable. 

After the ravages of a brutal war, 
both India and BangIa Desh have by 
this Joint Declaration shown their 
complete sineerity and earnestness to 
evolve a solution to the outstanding 
human problems that come inevitablY 
in the wake of such events. 

The deep desire and the unalloyed 
anxiety for such solution has been 
consistant with our past conduct, 
namely, to offer every opportunity to 
the Government Of Pakistan to meet 
us half-way in this process. 

Also, this Joint Declaration has de-
monstrated that the two Govetmncnts 
have shown dienity, maturity and 
utmost sagacity in their extreme con-
cern to tron out the humanitarian 
problems ~ the Health and 
happiness of millions of people of this 
sub-continent. 

What, after all. is the position now? 
There are, on the one hand, a large 
number of non-Bengalia in Banlla 
Delh who have deelared their alle-
~  to Pakilstan. Banata Desh Is 
ready to repatriate them to Pakistan. 
Is Pakistan unwilling to take them 
back? 

On tbe other hand there are an 
equally lar,e number at ~  In 
detention in Pakl.um.. Surely, thelr 
return I. o!Qually Imperative. Ia there 

not a far ~  csae for the imme-
diate return of all civilians conftned In 
allen countries, as a result of war, 
than for that of soldiers, who, after 
all, have to anticipate the possibility 
of such detention, because it is their 
profession? 

What possible human consideration 
can there be to prevent a peaceful ex-
chanae of such groupS of unfortunate 
people? Both morally and legally, not 
to allow such exchanae, is reprehen-
sible. 

I venture to say that only an utterly 
immature Government would reject 
this Indo-Bangia Desh Proposal for the 
solution of this great problem, arising 
out of the 1971 conftict. 

These proposals are eminently rea-
sonable, palpably just and remark-
ably generous as well as beina gen-
uinely constructive in their approach. 

India has to consider the views of 
BangIa Desh in this whole issue, not 
only because the prisoners surrender-
ed to the Joint Command of India and 
BangIa Desh, but. mainly because 
there are amongst the prisoners, 
officers and men who had committed 
heinous crimes against the people of 
Bangla Desh. 

BangIa Desh is entitled to require 
such persons to be tried publicly, and, 
if found guilty, to be punished. 

These trials are justifiably to be 
held to expose the brutality Jet loose 
against BangIa Desh. 

Do not those of us who have lived 
through and survived the lut great 
war in Europe; have memories of 
similar atrocities perpetrated agalnst 
the Jewish race in the West? Do we 
not remember the Nurembera trial. 
held in the West after the last war! 

Therefore, what Is there for anyone 
to object to. in respect of a slmUar 
pattern ot behaviour bere 111 the EutT 
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It is in the USbt of this backllround 
that there has been an attempt by 
India and BIln«1a Desh to separate 
the purely hUmanitarian aspects of 
the problem from the political and 
other aspects. There is before us an 
uncomplicated offer of a bilateral 
deal. 

Pakistan has been harping on the 
hUmanitarian aspect of the Prisoners 
of War problem. The Joint Declara-
tion is positive, undiluted, evidence of 
our earnestness in throwing open the 
portals for normal relations. The set-
tlement of any problem can only be 
reached by negotiation on ap equal 
'footing and Pakistan's response to this 
gesture will be an acid test of the 
sincereity of their frequent professions. 
With these words I support the de-
mands and grants of the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

by South Vietnam which we scorned, 
nor by North Vietnam which we em-
braced. We were left out of the Paris 
Conference on Vietnam. Certatnly, 
India had much IIreater interests and 
responsibilities than Britain, Poland 
and Hungary in the region. Yet India 
did not find a place in the Paris 
Conference. Not only that, India was 
also excluded from the new Inter-
national Commission for Control and 
Supervision. 

Where do we find ourselves in the 
power balance of the world today? 
What is India's position on the global 
power map and is that position In 
keeping with' the size and population 
Of the country. It is clear that we 
are not among the power centres that 
have emerged or are emerging. The 
new balance is constituted by five 
power centres-United States, USSR, 
Western Europe, China and Japan. 
In other words. the emerging pattern 
is a five-power balance. 

r agree with the view that India 
cannot settle down to being a second-
rate country in international affairs. 
India's role is not that of a middle 
or middling power. Either India be-
comes a major power in the next HI-
15 years Or she will face a menacing 
situation of tremendous external pres-
sures and internal turmOil and dis-
array. That is the position which we 
must realise. But at the moment India 
does not seem to be even on the pri-
phery of this power balance that ,has 
emerged or is steadily emerging In the 
world. 

SHRI SHY AMNANDAN MISHRA 
(Begusarai) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the 
present position of India to my mind 
on the international map is a tragedy 
of 550 million people of India. Poli-
tical will and drive are lacking in the 
conduct of international affairs anJ 
everything seems to be going on with 
bureaucratic steam. It lacks vision, it 
lacks elements of growth and adapt-
ability and while every important 
country seems to be in the midst vI 
fundamental transitions-Mr. Nixon 
can bring America up-to-date; Mr. 
Brezhnev can bring RUssia up-to-date, 
-Mrs. 'Gandhi's India presents a 
static and petrified picture. That is 
as a result of the conduct Of the inter-
national affairs in this country, the 
way in which it. is being done. 

Therefore, I am tempted to say that 
Mrs. Gandhi seems to be lOOking Into 
the last year's time-table in order to 
catch the train to destination. There-
fore, India has become almost a non-
country in international affairs. Where 
would we be reckoned with in the 
world-I ask my han. frienda on tI;Ie 
other side-if We do not matter at all 
in South East Asia. After nearly 17 
years of peace-keepine role. in Indo-

'China, today we are wanted neither 

In the world today a country has to 
be a nuclear power or an economic 
giant in order to be a major power or 
an Independent decision-making centre. 
But the sad position is that we have 
neither great ~ strength nor 
We are a nUclear power. Our..co-
nomic position even amonest the de-
veloping countries is indeed very 
pathetic. We . have got a populatlOn, 
amongst devAloping countries, of the 
order 01 one-third ot the total popula-
tion IOf theSe countries, but our out-
put is only one-seventh of the develop-
ment countries. So, we can play 
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neither the game of power-politics, nor 
the .arne of power-economic. We can-
not play anyone of these games. 

AmODi the four Powers. three 
Powers belong to Asia, and the fourth 
Power is also direct1,y involved in the 
affairs of Asia. It is also to be noted-
and it is indeed a matter of areater 
significance, which ought to be noted 
with the areatest concern in this 
country-that the Soviet Union ~ 
bein, pushed into a situation of rela-
tive is$tlOn in the power balance 
that is emerging in the world. 
Similarly, except for the Soviet Umon, 
We have the power-centres, all of 
them, against us. Thus, both the 
Soviet Union and India are facing a 
situation of relative isolation in the 
present power conftguration of the 
world. 

The ties between the Soviet Union 
and India have to be viewed in this 
international setting. While India has 
to steer clear of over-dependence upon 
the Soviet Union, the realities or the 
compulsions created by the ~  

international situation - cannot be 
ignored. Nevertheless, it must be said 
that dependence on the Soviet Union 
may now be crossin, the permissible 
limit, and the test of our diplomacy 
lies in surmounting the constraints on 
our present situation which limit our 
manoeuvrability and make our non-
alignment less credible. It is also re-
markable that the present power 
balance is more favourable to China 
and Pakistan than to us. If l'oaldstan 
and China can turn the present power 
balance to their advantage, why can 
India also not ao so? This is the most 
Important question to which the 
Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Members of Parliatnent mull addrels 
themselves. 

Coming to South-EaSt .Asia, the 
crudal question Is: What Idnd of 
equillbrium 'is going to be brought 
about ~  the four great Powers' 
It is poslSlble that in South;'East Asia. 

we may have the same kind of divi-
sion as exists In Europe. Just a. yuu 
have got Russian Europe and Western 
.l!:urope. it may well be that in South-
East Asia also we may have what you 
might call. thou,h yoU may not call 
it so at the moment, the Chinese part, 
the non-Chinese part or you call it 
in a general way, the communist part 
and the non-communist part. That 
might be in the crucible at the re-
sent moment. In the communist part, 
the two communist powers mia:ht bo? 
competing for supremacy, while in the 
non-communist part the United Stat'!" 
and JaDan would try to make a big 
thrust. - And this position might be' 
liked even by China that in the non-
communist part, Japan and the United 
States might retain their hold alld 
predominance. 

Japan has already become an econo-
mic giant. It is already an economiC 
super-power and it can no 10ngt!I 
remain a political pygmy. This is 
the position which comes out of all 
our analysis of the present &ituaiion 
in clear proftle. Japan's share 10 

South-East Asia's import was of the 
order of 25 per cent in 1970, and it ~ 

expected to go up to 40 per cent In 
1980, Recently, I got a ft,ure thnt the 
Japanese exports in South-East AsIa 
amounted to about 10,000 million 
dollars, So, we can imagine the 
tremendous surplus and consequently 
the tremendous economic leverap,e 
that Japan would have in South-East 
Asia and the tremendous dependence 
that this region would have on Japan. 
Further, the new defence programme 
of Japan is ,oin, to make it the fourth 
military power In the world, if you 
exclude the nuclear powers. It you 
include the nuclear powers, Japan 
would soon come to acquire the posi-
tion of the seventh military !'lower In 
the world. It is this tremendous 
economic power and potentiality of 
Japjm that have made both Chins ~  
the USSR woo Japan SO eagerly, to 
get It ~  b them. It hal also to 
be realised that Japalt's ',!trOwing 
lnterei't 'lies In the Indian Ocean. 
~~  Of the raw materials for JApan 



329 D.G. Min. of VAISAKHA 3,1895 (SAKA) Ezternal Alai,.. 330 

paa. throuih the Indian Ocean, and 
.Japan is goin, to make a big thrUBt in 
tais area. That was what was hinted 
at by the former Defence Secretary 
of the US only recently. 

This is the position, namely, thaI 
Japan and China· are going to play " 
big role In South East ASia, panl-

.cularly in Vietnam. In Vietnam, the 
reconstruction of that country woula 
require much resources which may 
not be internally available i!1 that 
area and they may have to come 
dther lrom the US or the USSR or 

~  Japan. But it does appear to me 
thJ.t there is a great opportunity lor 
the cou::ltries which can show ~  

I':lterprise. which can bring themselves 
to muster .orne resources for this 

~  .Jap:m is going to ~ .I 

£ ~  opportunity for the reCO!l-
ctructiol' of Vietnam and so is H.e 
o;Jport unity for India. ~ is a 
great economic opportunity for India 
for the reconstruction of this area. 
China has indeed a direct .tal<e in 
this area: she is also going to make a 
direct impact on the situation with all 
the resources that she can .:ommand. 
When China could have a trade of 500 
C:'; Ilion dollars with the East European 
countries, it is certainly going to 
have trade of a much bigger amount 
with South East Asia. That is what 
its interest in that area demands. 

Now it appears to me .that it yOU go 
inb the present economic situation in 
India. yOu will come to the conclusion 
n.at India is not equipped for the role 
South East Asia demands at the pre-
sellt moment. With the present dyna-
mic drive to zero rate of growth, t.his 
country cannot expect ·to make any 
impact on the ~  East Asian situa-
1ion. 

Comlnl to Indo-China, it is quite 
clear that the situatiOn "there is very 
mu=h disturbinl; particularly ~  

conditions in Cambodia are of grave 
"Concern. It is feared that there might 
be a relapse into the situation that 
existed before the settlement in Viet-
1Iam. The caplta1 1s surrounded; It is 

a most a belelliUred city and it is diffi-
cult to see how Gq. Lon Nol can 
withstand the pressure much longeI'. 
Reports indicate that the fllhting is 
done 'by the Cambodian communi&ts 
and by the supporters of Prince 
Sihanouk. The US must resist being 
drawn into the Cambodian quagmire, 
after all the bitter experience it hlld 
in Vietnam. I think, therefore, tl ... t 
a dialogue between the United StaIr' 
and Prince Sihanouk is called for In 

the present situation. But we have 
also to consider and generally we did 
think in those terms in the past when 
India did matter in international 
alfairs-whether we can along with 
some other countries take the ~~  

tive in holding a South EAlst Asiay. 
Security Conference. So, my concrete 
suggestion would be that we should 
take the initiative in the matter of 
convening a south-east Asian security 
conference. 

In west Asia, or the middle east, we 
should be watchful of the proclivitie" 
of Iran more than those of Pakistan. 
In many ways, Pakistan might act as 
a proxy for Iran. Iran is being help-
ed substantially both by the United 
States and the USSR, and it might 
soon blossom into a substantial midd].' 
power. The desire for access to 011-
bearing areas as well as the ~ trategic 
areas in the Arabian S.a and the 
Mediterranean can result in an orienta-
tion of policies towards Iran 
Moreover, it is likely that Iran might 
build its strength in the Indian Ocean 
too. And with Pakistan's close rela-
tions with Iran We have to be indeed 
very vigilant so far as the mO'/es of 
Iran are concerned. 

Now, since my time is up, I would 
like to say a few words about the way 
in which our ambassadors are chosen, 
be:ause earlier I had made a reference 
to the bureaucratic method by which 
these things are done in the South 
Block. I would Uke to say that in the 
balance, the ratio between the officials 
and -the non-offiCials among the amba-
ssadors in Cl\tr country is extremely ad 
verse to non-olftcials. Recently, one 
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instance came to my notice which I 
would like to place before the House, 
and that is indeed very disturbing. 
One person who is goin,g to be ap-
pointed as High Commissioner of our 
country is currently facing an enquiry 
commISSIon. The charges that have 
~  made by an hon. Member of the 
legislature belonging to the commu-
nist party-I would also like this mat-
ter to be checked-were brought to 
my notice. That person is facing 
charges and yet he had been appoint-
ed to an important post as that of the 
High Commissioner. 

Now, lastly-it may not be the last 
point as I want to make one further 
point also-the Prime Minister recent-
ly spoke of the political parties having 
external alliance. I think it io; not i'1 
keeping with the dignity of the posi-
tion of the Prime Minister that such 
remarks are made. May I say, with 
all responsibility and without any 
fear of contradiction. that there are 
only two parties in the country which 
have got external allies. and one of 
them is the ruling party. (Interrup-
tions) No other party has got any 
external alliance. May I say also. 
with all thc emphasis at my command. 
that it is not this policy. approach or 
the attitude of the Prime Minister 
which can bring a measure Of unity 
behind the foreign policy. Therefort!. 
ihe Prime Minister presents an 
extremely pathetic and mlsel"able 
figure on the international scene. This 
is not the kind of statement which 
can rally the whole country behind 
her policy. 

LasUy. may I say that one depart-
ment of Ministry of External Affairs 
which seems to be meagrely financed, 
one section which seems to be putting 
up a kind of window-dressing over 
the whole thing in such a manner so 
as to make the conduct of foreil(n 
~  look very attractive, is the 

external publicity section. 

Only one minute and I have 
tione. It is trying to put up a verY 
attraetlve veneer on tbe whole thing. 
May I say that thereby alJo I imply 

a cOllllllendation of that lJeCtion in 
the External Affairs Ministry but it 
seems that that section is not so fully 
equipped with adequate resources. 

Finally. in the joint declaration 
by India and Bangladesh seems to be· 
encountering some difficulties. They 
are boWld to encounter some difftcul-
ties. But may I say that the Simla 
spirit has to be infused there. And if 
We want to make gOOd in international 
atlairs, if we want to present a picture 
of strength on the international scene, 
then we have to be more active than 
Pakistan in bringing about a settle-
ment in the Indian sub-continent. 
Without a settlement in the Indian 
sub-continent. the whole raison d'etre 
of India as a country of irflptJrtance 
aDd strength would vanish. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI V A.JPA YEE: 
How do you do it? 

--SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
How do you do it? That Is ~  ques-
tion. May I say that this joint dec-
laration is indeed very fair and 
reasonable. But I am really sorry 
why So much time should have been 
taken by the Government of India in 
taking an initiatiVe in this matter. 
Pakistan did have some interest in de-
laying this matter. becauSe the release 
of POWs might have a disruptive in-
fluence over Pakistan. But India should 
not have taken so much time in coming 
to a decision of the kind as It has final-
ly done, because there was a measure 
of support to Pakistan on the basis 
of the Geneva Convention and 
there was the humanitarian pro-
blem. which was very much before 
thp International community. Even 
so I should say that India. has now 
shown some kind of a statesmanshi/J. 
though late. and We hoPe that that 
would be reciprocated by Pakistan. 
But the main problem, which this 
declaration has to encounter, Is how 
to save the lives of Bengalis In Pakis-
tan if Pakistan takes the retaliatory 
measures as a result of action taken 
a,ainsti those P.O.Ws., who had taken 
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part in the criminal acts. That is 
loing to be the rock OD which it might 
founder. Tbere is the humanitarian 
problem with which We must grapple 
•. (InteTn£ptionB) Since this problem 
has been sliced into small dimensions, 
I hope, realisation would dawn on all 
the parties concerned to settle other 
problems also in future. With these 
words may I say that the External 
Affairs Ministry must show a record 
in the years to come, of which we 
can feel proud as Indians and hold 
our heads high, not as a middle on 
middling power but as a major pGwer 
emerging in the ~  scene. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akola): 
I rise to support the demands of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and while 
doing so, I wish to congratulate the 
Captain and the Crew for having 
piloted the External Affairs depart-
ment through difficult times very 
successfully during the last ysr. I 
congratulate the Minister for the good 
report that the Ministry has submitted 
although they have had to cover a 
vast canvas. 

16.30 hrs. 

[DR. SARADISH Roy in the ChairJ 

The last Speaker Shri Shyama-
nanda Mishm was unhappy about 
India's foreigr! policy. He said that the 
picture presented by Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi's India was petrified. Probably 
he was thinking of his own petrified 
party, that is, the Congo (0). He was 
thinking of his party but he described 
the country in those terms. He tried 
to find fault with the recent joint 
declamtion. This joint declaration has 
taken the winds out the sails of the 
Pakistan propaganda efforts to malign 
India on the international forum. Both 
Bangladesh and India jointly decided 
to send back all the 93,000 POWs ex-
cept 195 who were charged with geno-
cide and other heinous crimes and 
said that' they were prepared to deal 
with the humanitarian problems. They 
also said: let us agree to have the 

Bengalis in Pakistan repatriated and 
the Pakistani citizens in BaDiladesh 
sent back. Can you really ftnd fault 
with this package deal He says that 
we have delayed this decision. He 
knows fully well that it is only after 
the elections in Bangladesh that Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Government would 
take a positive turn on this matter 
and Mujibur's Government has suc-
ceeded in dealing with this problem 
which was a very ticklish and sensi-
tive one as far as Bangladesh is con-
cerned. Therefore, instead of com-
plimenting both Bangladesh and Gov-
ernment of India on having taken this 
decision, Shri Mishraji wanfs to find 
fault with them. Unfortunately, again, 
there is another point which he was 
obsessed with: India was not a 
sixth power in this world.. Five 
powell's are there and he said 
that India was not emerging 
as a power in this region. He says 
that either we can be economically a 
big power or a nuclear power. He 
further says that India's power has 
been weakened altogether. He knows 
that India's foreign policy right from 
the beginning has been Bgainst any 
power-monaering in this world. We 
never wanted to be a power to deal 
with any of the countries either in 
this continent' or anywhere. We have 
never talked of wanting to be a nu-
clear power or a big brother to these 
smaller neighbours of ours. In fact 
our role has been a role of friend-
ship, cooperation that we WBnt to 
generate in this world of peace. And 
that is what we have been standing 
by now, Sir, after the emergence I)f 
Bangladesh in this sub-continent and 
our victory as a supporter and cham-
pion of peace in this sub-continent, 
we have our own role in this entire 
continent of AsiB and in fact, J would 
go to the extent of saying that India 
has a positive role in Afro-Asia and 
in regard to econoInic growth to cover 
all those countries. We ourselves are 
struggling as a developing country. 
Therefore, let us not try .to think 
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in terms of this role, or 10 on talkiD& 
about depeudinc on the economic 
power of others. But, we can have 
mutual assistance amoili all these 
countries. In the South-Asian coun-
tries we shOUld try to develop to-
gether without having to depend on 
any big power. That itself is a posi-
tive role that we may have to play. 
In this, whatever role the countries 
like Japan and others can play we 
would welcome them as our close 
friends. As fur as the attitude to-
wards our policy relating to Pakistan 
is concerned, as I said, we have taken 
a stand by this joint declaration. Now 
the ball is in the other court-in 
Pakistan's court-if they cannot utilise 
that, what Clin India do? I would 
submit that there is a snag when 
they asked for a delegation to come 
from Indh to clarify the package 
deal. There is a snag in this because 
this is the package deel given by 
both Bangladesh and India and there-
fore, India alone cannot take any final 
.decision. 

As regards this package deal, 
submit that India must not lose an 
opportunity of sending its envoy or 
its representative. There is nothing 
to be lost thereby. What· is wanted 
is to clarify the package deal. That 
is all. Whatever decision has to be 
twken regarding the exchange of 
P.O.WI, ultimately the whole question 
has got: to be solved. The release of 
P.O.Ws from Indi'S' and the ,Bengalis 
from P'akist'an, will have to be solved 
by India and Pakistan by Bangladesh 
joining hands in this whole deal. 

Therefore, we are not going to be 
wanting diplomatjcally in this matter. 
As fel' as my friend Shri Vajpayee 
is concerned, I was surprised to hear 
him in the same tune as Shri Mishra. 
He aatd.", 

SB;ftI ATAl,. B:lJiABI VAJPA YEE: 
spoke before him. 

SHlU ~ SAnm: I said 
'tune'. I think that the tune can be 
earlier also. I shall qIWte: 

"wrrof q;ti mlffi it; ~ iii 
." it rn, ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~  !liT ~~ q:Rr I ~ I" 

Again he also wants that India should 
. concentrate on emerging as a power 

centre. I know his attitude; he wants 
India to go nuclear. The moment we 
try to do it, our ·whole objective of 
economic revival and taking all the 
countries in Afro-Asia with us will 
b" defeated and we will also become 
a party to the power gam" in this 
world. That mistake India should 
never make. If you emerge as a 
power by your own growth, just as 
the sun is rising, nobody can pOint 
a finger at you. That is the attitude 
we have to take. 

He says, India has not got an in-
dependent policy: 

"I!C!: ~  "frre ~ ~ I 

~ ~~ ~~~I  

Mr. Vajpayee saying this is really 
sad for a person who is full of pride 
for his nation. We have not got it 
as a gift. We have paid for every 
iota of grain we have obtained. 

SHRI ATAL BlHARI VAJPAYEJ<:' 
We have paid for dhatura also. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Having 
paid for it, what: is the harm in ac-
cepting it? Which country in the 
world faced with dimculties of drought 
II not purchalin, food? China, Ruslia 
and even Japan are purchasing food 
from other cOuntries. Do you mean 
to lay the moment you purchase 
grain from somewhere you become 
sublervient? We had the iuts fo teU 
the world that we are not going to 
toe the line of any other country .... 
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SHRI PILOO MODY: Except the 
. SoYiet Umon. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Not even 
the Soviet Union. With Soviet Union, 

. our policy is mutual friendship. 
Throughout this period, it has been 
proved that this policy has paid us 
dividends. They have never let us 
down. I am surprised that Mr. Vaj-
payee should have tried to deride 
our country for this policy of friend-
shIp towards the Soviet Union. 

Coming to America, our policy is 
f .. ;"nLislup LJw<lrds all but friendship 
based on mutuality, without any 
strings attached and without any 
sense of subservience to any other 
countr)'. How did we prove this? 
Recently when the United States gave 
arms to Iran, we made no secret of 
our indigootion as far as dumping. 
of arms in the sUb-continent is con-
cerned. These are obsolete arms in 
America-12 billion dollars worth of 
arms. What can Iran do with it? 
Even Pakistan could nof use those 
Sabre jets and Patton tanks. There-
fore, thii policy of America of enslav-
ing the smaller countries by dumping 
their obsolete arms there is most 
detrimental. It is really a policy of 
the famous Ugly American. I do not 
understand why this Dulles' philo-
sophy is still continuing in this region, 
although they seem to have given Uj) 

this policy of containing communism 
by force of arms as far as China is 
concerned, after they have had a 
licking in Vietnam. By dumping arms 
on smaller countries, they are trying 
to create other areas of coriftict'. Mr. 
Vajpayee was right when he said that 
this whole sub-continent is being 
made a practising ground as it were 
for this arms racket. This must be 
condemned strongly. If America gives 
up this policy and play a positive 
role by helping the deVeloping coun-
tries to stand on their own feet and 
develop tllemselves I I ~  we 
have nothing againat America. 

We are right when we say that there 
are certain basic common pOlicies, so 
far as democracy is concerned, even 
with America. Therefore, as far as 
the American people are concemect., 
there is nothing against them. W!' 
definitely like to have friendly rela-
tions. The same applies to China. It 
has been categorically and positively 
stated in this Report that India would 
always be willing to normalise its 
relatio!lS ·with China in spite of our 
different attitudes on disputed issues. 
Bearing that in mind, we are quite 
willing to normalise our relations. 
But we cannot be over-enthusiastic, 
as scm£' people would like us. I am 
really surp:ised that these very peo-
ple who up till now were saying "let 
us not have any truck with China" 
have suddenly started saying "well, 
why do we not have Q second look 
and why do we not have better rela-
tions with China?". This sudden 
ch,mge is because USA and China 
have become friends. Therefore, I 
would submit that we are following 
an independent policy. 

Our foreign policy has always been 
consistent. We want' to be friendly 
with all. The interest of our country 
and peace in the world are always 
kept supreme by us. As far as our 
foreign policy is concerned, the Gov-
ernment under the leadership of the 
Prime Minister and Sardar Swaran 
Singh have really succeeded in pilot-
ing this foreign policy in a very suc-
cessful manner, in a very creditable 
manner of which India can be justly 
proud. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY (Nomi-
nated-Anelo-Indians): Mr. Chairman. 
we are stm preoccupied with our re-
lations with Pakistan. I was amOIlb 
those who had welcomed the Simla 
Agreement. Although I had a num-
ber of I'I!jIervations, I expressed the 
hope that that Agreement would be 
.. hostage .fo ~  bona jldeB of ":r. 
~  despite his long hostile record 
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to India. Large sections of our pea-
}:le had hOPed, and continued to hope, 
lor some kind of breakthrough in 
these 27 years of confrontation with 
Pakistan. But let us face the facts. 
Since the Simla Agreement Mr. 
Bhutto's actions and his statements 
have moved away from at least the 
spirit of the Simla Agreement. Some 
people have sought to explain it away 
on the ground of some kind of inner 
compulsions or political pressures. 
Whatever it may be, the stark and 
unhappy fact today is that the spirit 
of the Simla Agreement is largely 
petrified, if not completely extinguish-
ed. 

May I say with respect to the Prime 
Minister that it is unfortunate that 
the practice initiated by Jaweharlal 
Nehru, strengthened by Shastri, has 
not been continued of consultation 
with the Opposition Groups. I sup-
pose each Prime Minister has his or 
her way of functioning according to 
his or her particular style. 

Immediately after the Simla Agree-
ment I had been asked by the press 
what my very humble reaction was. 
and while I welcomed it. I said that 
if we had been conSUlted. I very res-
pectfully would have suggested a 
different order of priorities. In my 
respectful view. India's supreme deci-
sive advantage was the territory that 
we had occupied and. in my view. it 
should have been the last condition 
of the Simla Agreement. The reiurn 
of that territory should have been 
made squarely based on the acceptance 
by Mr. Bhutto of the realities in 
Kashmir. Now in regard to the ac-
tual line of control it is only a provi-
sional acceptance. Neither side has 
,given up its original position, BDd the 
original position of Pakistan continues 
to be a plebiscite in Kashmir. 

So far as our retention of prisoner3 
of war i3 concerned, it has never 
been any kind of an asset. On the 
other hancl. it has exposed us le,all)" 

psychologically, because of the Geneva 
Convention, the obligation to return 
the pnsoners of war on the cessation 
of hostilities. It has exposed us to 
110t a little criticism that we have 
been trading in human misery. 

Let Us realise that Mr. Bhut'to is II 

first-class political acrobat. He lw< 
got counter-weights in this matter of 
prisoners of war. He has got, at a 
conservative estimate, 200,000 Bengali 
civilians; he has got, at a conserva-
tive estimate, 30,000 fermer Bengali 
members of the Pakistani armed 
forces. He is going to use these 
counter-weights, whatever we say. 
Bangladesh has said that they arc 
going to have a trial of prisoners of 
war, perfectly permissible under in-
ternational law and according to legal 
precedents. But you can expect Mr. 
Bhutto to do this. For one Pakistani 
who is tried, Mr. Bhutto will try two 
Bengalis; for one Pakistani who id 
sentenced to life imprisonment, he 
will send two Bengalis to life impri-
sonment for treason. So, we are 
likely to see a kind of competition 
in trials and a kind of competition 
in giving savage sentences. 

I am looking at the facts. Now, 
India has offered Mr. Bhutto this 
package deal. Western countries, 
some of whom are not unduly friend-
ly to us, have taken it eminently 
reasonable offer. indeed a generous 
offer. Here again, I do not want to 
misjudge Mr. Bhutto, I think, the 
chances are that Mr. Bhutto's pen-
chant for political acrobats will get 
the better of his tendencies to ar..y 
statesmanship. 

Here, I have a very respectful sug-
gestion to make to the Government of 
India. Don't get us to a position 
where Mr. Bhutto gets the ball back 
into our court, whatever acrobatics he 
is likely to, indulile in. My suggestion 
is that if Mr. Bhutto does not accept 
this package deal, apart from handing 
over the prisoners of war who will be 
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t·jed for all kinds of heinous offences. 
let us hand back to Bangladesh at 
least halt the number of prisoners of 
war. Let them go to Bangladesh. 
Some people have treated the joint 
control as a fiction. Let us make it 
a fact. Let us hand back half of them 
to Bangladesh. They. had surrendered 
to the joint command. ~  are seve-
ral former Pakistani cantonments, Jes-
sore for instance. and we may help to 
feed them. If Mr. Bhutto does not 
accept this package deal, let us hand 
back half the number of prisoners of 
war to be kept in custody in Bangla-
desh. I know, sooner or later, Mr. 
Bhutto has to come to terms with 
Teali ties and the prisoners of war will 
be back. But my fear is-I hope, it 
does not become a reality-that once 
the prisoners of war go back, then 
whole Kashmir issue will be resurrect-
ed. We will be back to square one 
on Kashmir. That is a reality and a 
fact that we are going to face. 

As I said. the supreme advantage 
that we had was the territory occupi-
ed by us. It never makes the samt> 
impact psychologically. Israel has 
held a lot of territory. Nobody has 
made an undue amount of noise about 
it. But we have abandoned that. Once 
the prisoners of war go back, we will 
be back to square one on Kashmir. 

The Prime Minister's thesis appears 
to be that this doctrine Of balance of 
power is outmoded. With great res-
pect. I mus! say. the balance of power 
doctrine is as old as history i tselt. The 
major powers today subscribe to it and 
they will continue to subscribe to it. 
Whatever thesis we may propound In 
thi" country. every move on the In-
ternational chess-board today is condi-
tioned by real politik-this global 
power struggle. What did we see in 
!nno-China? Russia and China look-
ing on silently while the USA was 
savae:elv bombing North Vietnam. Cy- . 
nically they even feted Mr. Nixon and 
Mr. Kissinger while It was J(oinl[ on. 
What was the reason? It was a game 
where this whole doctrine was at 

play, Russia wanting to ensure that 
China does not achieve any hege--
many in Indo-China and China wanting 
equally to ensure that Russia does not 
achieve hegemony in that area. so both 
playing into the hands of America and 
allowing America a - massive military 
presence in that area-Thailand. Cam-
bodia and Laos. And, another probab--
ly lesser motive, because it is all the 
time part of this strategy between 
these major powers, was that they pro-
bably did not want North Vietnam to 
emerge with a certain amount of hege-
mony in this area because there is a 
feeling that North Vietnam might de-
velop into another variant of Titolsm. 

So, whatever the Prime Minister 
might ~ of this doctrine of balance 
of power, it is going to be applied with 
a vengeance to this sub-continent and 
we are going to have to live with it. 
and I hope our foreign policy is going 
to be adapted to it. 

I know this word of India being a 
dominant power has some kind of 
odious connotation, but India has an 
inherent right to primacy in this area. 
It inheres in her size. in her potential, 
in her crucial geo-strategic position the 
position of primacy, and because of 
that we are going to be in the vortex 
of this game of balance of power. 

There is no thaw in our relations 
with China. Personally. I would like 
to see some kind of thaw. But unlike 
us. the Chinese are supreme pragma-
tists. So. before any thaw, the Chi-
nese will want some kind of a move 
from India on Aksai Chin and the 
McMahon Line ... 

SHRI PILOO MODY: And the Indo-
Soviet Treaty. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: To a cer-
tain extent. yes. My own feelinlll is 
that we are not emotionally condition-
ed to make any move with rel[ard to 
Aksai Chin and the MCMahon line. 
Another Chinese motive is that from 
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the old Chinese ImperiaUst tradition :n-
herited, they aeem to think that this 
area Is a part of their sphere of In-
fluence and that is why, as my friend 
referred to the Indo-Soviet Treaty, 
they are using it as an additional argu-
ment. Because they are not ,Din, to 
allow Russia to increase its sphere of 
influence in this arelil. IiInd that is why 
we are going to see the Chinese give 
increasing assistance and encourage-
ment to Pakistan. There was some 
report-I do not know whether the 
~  will tell us whether it was 
right or not-that there was some kmd 
of a secret military pact entered ;nto 
Pakistan. Then Tikka Khan was 
~  there was an open declaration 

of support by the Chinese leaders for 
P'ikistan's stand on Kashmir, that is 
Jor a plebiscite. And China misses n J 

opportunity to embarrass Ind'a: ever:;-
day. al:nost, we read reports of mi:i-
tary assistance and hardware to 1\1iz:1 
rebels. Naga rebels, and I am Quile 
certain-we do not know what pos!-
tion they have adopted-that tMy 
would fish in sensitive areas-Sikkim, 
Bhutan and Nepal. And I am very 
happy that the Prime Minister went 
to Nepal, because I read reports which 
were Quite disquietin!!. and I do 1I0t 
know to what extent they were true 
that certlilin elements. extremist ele-
ments in Nepal were exporting not anI" 
subversion but also arms not only to 
India but to Banda Desh. I was, 
therefore, very happy that the Prime 
Minister went to NeoaI. 

In this ,lobal policy the Americans 
are not ,IIoinl to be disinterested spec-
tators. Who are the two main conten-
ders in this game of ,lobal power 
struggle? The Russians and the Ameri-
canB. Both are building bases, carry-
ing out spheres of influence, one 
against the other, Russia also against 
tbe Cbinese. I ·read tbis. Mr. Nixon 
not lone. ago bas avoid thla doctrine.· 
He .has accepted it as part of his for. 
eigr. policy theli., the doctrine of 
bal.Dce .of power becaUM,. accordlnc to 
Mr. NiIwD. the. alte=aUve. to a balance 
of power II an imbalance of power, and 

accordina to Mr. Nixon, an imbalance 
of power can easily escalate into war. 
That seems to be the main thesis or 
Mr. Nixon. And, America has tbe re-
sources. We see tbem. It is extra-
ordinary whom they are helping. Sri 
Lanka; secretly, Burma: then Malaysiu 
and Singapore: they !lave got massive 

~  Thailand. A ustrali a and the 
Phillipines. It is a Ii: lie amusing-

~  it amuses a cynic more than 
anybody else-.. ~·  look at the assi,-
tance they are givir.; :0 tne Russiam. 
The In,'ian dhciple" of the Rus'ian" 

~  Mr. SW"rD'1 ~  even If !w 
talks politel:_ to the Americ:ms. ilut 
look at the Rus:;ians today. They are 
getting aid. They are getting huge 
amount of ~ ~  grnlll frOlTI Ame-
rica. ThE'Y are having more and more 
projects in ~  wi!': Ameri-
can busine:-:s-!'J'len. projects like, ~  

~  ~ ~  etc. ~  ~  

doin;: ail thesE> things and :,'et ther" 
are disciple, in ~ cC)u,,(f\' who :'n-
mediately begin to abuse the Pnme 
Minister for trying to friendly with. 
America. And. I was a little interest 
ed to see this that Sheikh Muiib,:r 
Rehman the other ~  pahl a tribute 
to the two main benefactor' of Ban!:-
ladesh. He named America ftrst. The 
assistance of this kind ('an be gi vt!n 
only by a country like America.-maF-
sive economic assiftance. and t'!ere-
fore. he said. benefactor ""mber I)n(> 
is America. An1. benefactor ~  

two is I ~  

What 1 am trying to show is thiS' 
America is going to have its own poli-
cy towards Pakistan whatever we may 
say because she is also enR;aged in 
this game of balance of power with 
Russia. Here I want to sound a note 
of respectful wal'Ding. We dare not 
become too dependent on any countn·. 
whether It is Russia or America. M,· 
own fear 18 this that more and more. 
bellauStl of the. communist comrades 

. controUI.ng-lwon't say manlpUlatlng-· 
the levers of economic power, they arp 
g!ling to edge us Into the Russian Or"'. 
The Prime Minister is not on the ace-
ne, ahe II not in charge of the economic 
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ministries, because she knows where 
she is. These communist comrades in 
the Government will have edJ!ed this 
country into POSitiOllS where they will 
have dovetailed not only our econOmy, 
they will have dovetailed our defence, 
not only with Russia, but with the 
Comecon countries. That is my real 
fear and I do not know what is the 
significance of t'lis Joint Commission 
on Economic, Scientific and Technical 
Cooperation. I do not know whether 
it savours of some kind of a Comecon 
technology: but we take our cue so 
easily from the Russians. 

I remember reading an account 01 
the Press foundation askin!: the Gov-
ernment to join the one Asia Assemb-
ly. The communists on this side and 
the communists on that side did not 
want Government to join. So the 
Government practically said. it would 
not join. But. as soon as they heard 
that the Ru.sians and the East Euro-
pean satellites were going to partici-
pate. they joined wit'l alacrity. 

I want to end on this note: Let ~ 

hav" no illusions about Russla or 
America. None of them is ioing to 
share the !,atest secrets with us. As 
far as I am aware-I don't know 
whethe:' the Minister is going to admit 
it or not,--we wanted quite riihtly the 
MiG 23 and they gave us a flat no. 
They do not trust us one bit with their 
latest techniques and items of techno-
logy. 

About Indo-Soviet Treaty I read a 
very knowledgeable article, a heavily-
documented one,-there is no reason 
not to believe it,-showini how this 
rupee-trade agreement with Russia is 
weighted entirely in favour of Rus-
sians. 80 per cent of our traditional 
items, foreign-exchange sarners, have 
now been diverted to the ~  
agreements and the trade is being 
switched by the Russians to earn for-
eign exchange, As Mr. ~  said, 
in the ultimate analysis, it wilt be our 
economic strength that will decide 

what position we have in the interna-
tional sphere. Japan has 'shown that 
she is being wooed by all the dominant 
powers. But we have ihis lesson .0 
learn from Japan: Japan is being res-
trained by America from going unclear 
because they had liaison. My fear is 
that the more we move into the Rus-
sian sphere of influence they will com-
pletely inhibit us from exercising our 
Iluclear options at any time. Many 
years ago, long before Mr. Vajpayee 
had come in this House, I had made a 
request to the then Prime Minister 
that India should exercise her nuclear 
options. That was the time when we 
were 10 years ahead of China so far 
as nuclear know-how and capacity 
was concerned. We were ten years 
ahead and now we are ten years be-
hind. 

17 hr", 

I want to end on this note that, I 
am afraid, by putting increasingly all 
our eggs mto the Russian basket when 
at some tim" sense dawns on this 
country we may not be able to aban-
don this vegetuian ahimsa complex 
that has made US abandon our most 
powerful instrument. I want to say 
finally that had we exercised our nu-· 
clear options when we asked Jawahar 
Lal Nehru. there would have been no 
war with Pakistan. and we would 
never have been exposed. as Shri 
Mishra pointed out, to this humiliating 
spectacle. Thirteen countries ~ 

invited to this peace conference on 
Vietnam, and among them were eight 
European countries without a ilimmer 
of any interest but we were not even 
invited. North Viet Nam does not 
bother; so-called Russian friends do 
not bother, because when it comes to 
brass tacks, each country is pursuing 
its own interest; each one is going to 
do what it feels to be in its own in-
terest so far as the doctrine ot balance 
of power is concerned. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINIS:rR¥ OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SURI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): 
Mr. Chairman,' Sir, already a very" 
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wide spectrum of topics has been 
covered by the hon. Members and 
many points have been raised by them 
both in appreciation of our foreian 
policy and the working of the Ministry 
as well as in criticism of our policy 
and the workillJl of the Ministry. On 
behalf of the Ministry I wish to thank 
all those Members who have said kind 
things about us, kind things about our 
policy, and also those hon. Members 
who have made very valuable and 
constructi ve ~ for the better 
working of the same. We are passing 
through a period of time when very 
significant changes are taking place on 
the international scene. Hon. Members 
have already referred to those changes. 
The configuration of world forces is 
changing; the bipolar world has al-
ready changed into a multipolar 
world: the days of balance of power 
and political domination. in spite of 
what Mr. Anthony has said, said. nre 
also coming to an end. and the very 
basis of relationship between countries 
is changing from a basis of domi-
nation and leadership to a basis of 

'friendship and equality. These trends 
and developments are not only very 
welcome, but I would say they are a 
clear vindication of the DOlicy which 
India has been pursuillJl since our In-
dependence. Our policy is based on 
the fundamental principles of Panch 
Sheel and it has been clearly vindi-
cated by the present developments. 
India has never BOul(ht leadership or 
domination of any country. In fact 
'the very word domination is repugnant 
to us and we expect and hope that 
no other country in _the world behavel 
in that approach. We want to have 
friendly relations with all countries in 
the world based on equality and 
frieDdship. Our pollcy of non-allgn-
ment enables us to do this. It enables 
us to follow a path, which enables UI 
to achieve stabiHty and peace in the 
world. Stability and peace in the 
world are sometbinR for which non-
aliped countries and deYeloping 

'countries of the worJd are hunll'Y arid 
1bey want it badly so that they CRll 

be left alone in order to develop their 
own economic strellAlth and to develop 
industrially. A areat deal of criticism 
of our pOlicy of non-alignment has of 
late died down. Many erstwhile 
critia Of this policy have now veered 
round to the view that despite the 
changes in the world, despite changes 
in circumstances, this policy has still 
some relevance and validity. But 
there are still some critics in our 
country. In one group of such critics, 
we have people. like Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and Shri G. Viswanathan 
who maintain that whereas the pOlicy 
of non-alignment is really valid and 
is a good policy, however, India is 
not adherinli: to it properly. They 
accept this policy but their main criti-
cism is that we are dev!ating from it 
and that we are not adherinl( to it 
sincerely. To them, all that I can say 
is that their entire contention is wrong, 
and I would like to ask them if they 
can give one example anywhere or on 
any occasion on which India has taken 
a pOlicy decision which is aiainst nur 
national interest or we have taken a 
decision under the influence of II 

foreign power. We are absolutely 
independent in taking decisions, in our 
judgment we· are adhering to the prin-
ciples of non-alignment very strictly. 

There is still another group of critics 
who maintain and ask the question 
as to why India is still stricking to the 
policy of non-alignment when the very 
circumstances under which this policy 
was enunciated have chanl(ed. when 
the big powers are gIVI", up the 
policy of confrontation and tension 
and are trying to come closer to each 
other and are striving to reach detente 
and understanding amongst them-
selves. In these circumstances they 
maintain that this policy of non-
alignment has no relevance. To these 
critics, all that I can Ray is that they 
baae their arguments on this pre-
sumption that non-alongnment Is 
something which owes its oriRin or 
Tillson d'etTe to the divlslon of the 
world into two power blocs of the 
forties and fifties. They are basing 
their contention entirely on wrong 
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promises. It is true that the division 
of the world into two power blocs was 
responsible to a certain extent in 
brin,ing about this policy of non-
alignment, because at that time, deve-
lopin. countries and the economically 
backward countries were most reluc-
tant to be drawn into the vortex of bi, 
power rivalry and they wanted to be 
left alone and fo1low a policy of their 
own. But the real essence of non-
alignment lies in the urge and aspira-
Jions of the developing countries to 
jollow their own policies, their own 
political and economic and social 
policies according to their own eenius 
and accordin. to their own require-
ments. That is the real essence. It 
-is not a question of the world being 
divided into so many blocs and that 
is why we have got to do it. In the 
present context or nowadays, even 
the smallest country in the world will 
not tolerate any kind of domination 
from a bie power. We have the 
glaring example before us of Viet Nam. 
Nobody could keep Viet Nam down. 
Even the blgeest power in the world 
tried its very best to subdue Vietnam, 
but their will and their ~ 

and their strong desire to be inde-
pendent overcame aU these difficulties, 
and they refused to cow down before 
this big power. 

This feeling of nationalism in its 
broader sense and not in its conno-
tation of chauvinism is something 
which is .aining stren,tb.. It will be 
very difficult for any big power 
to suppress this urge and these as-
pirations of the smaller powers and 
the backward powers. No power on 
earth can suppress this national urge 
or will of the Third World. 

The House is aware and hon. Mem-
bers know that the classic81 coloniallsm 
and imperialism of the oli! days is now 
giving place to a new-cololil81lsm Bnd 
imperialism of economic domination. 
It II not very oevious but it is a fact 

. tliat it Is more ~  than tlie 

. ~ I  type' of' ~  and Im-
perialism.' tt is also a fact that this' 

understanding and detente between 
the big powers can also lead to the 
carving out of the world Into spheres 
of influence, whiCh would not be ID 

the interests of smaller powers or non-
aligned countries. The non-aligned 
group of countries is aware of these 
trends and these developments, and 
they will see to it, I am sure, that 
they do not succumb to this kind of 
pressure or this kind of strategy which 
is now being evolved by the so-called 
big powers. 

We also fully realise that SO long a!l 
there are conflicting pulls and pres-

~ of bigger countries on smaller 
eo un tries. the need for non-allenment 
will remain, and it is in our interest 
to strengthen this movement so that 
the bigger powers are not able to 
weaken' it or to erode it by their subtle 
machinations. 

The Third Summit Conference of 
non-aligned countries which took 
place at Lusaka in 1970 was an event 
of far-reaching significance. For the 
first time in a conference of non-
aligned countries, the idea of econo-
mic and technical collaboration 
amongst the developing countries 
and the non-aligned countries was 
mooted there. It was done in order 
to safeguard and to see that the smal-
ler countries did not come under the 
domination of big powers. It is true 
that political domination is coming 
to an end, but economic domination 
can be equally bad. The whole Idea 
was mooted so that the smaller coun-
tries may not come under the influ-
ence and domination of bigger powers 
and they may be encouraged to bring 
about economic co-operation among 
themselves and to become selfreliant 
through mutual co-operation. 

We .are looking forward to the next 
meetini of non-aligned countries 
which will take place in Algiers. I 
am sure that attention will again be 
focussed on the theme of economic 
co-operation amODl the non-aligned 
countries and the delitierations of this 
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con1erence will throw some light on 
~  concrete and imPortant SEeps 
whJch might he taken by the deve-
loping countries in order to achieve 
this very laudable objective. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: What h8ll 
happened in three years? 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH; 
There is, if I may say 50, need for 
garibi hatao at the international level 
also. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Having fail-
ed in India, they were exporting it. 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: If 
you are to prevent any kind of con-
/lict between the haves and haVE'-llotS. 
if you want to avoid any tension and 
confrontation between these r.ountries 
which can be called 'haves' and thesE' 
countries which may be termed 
'have-nots', we have to have thi3 co-
operation, and dehelp each other to 
achieve economic development. That 
alone will achieve the objective and 
nothing else. 

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
The world does not Owe it to us: we 
have to do it ourselves. 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: 
Since the emphasis these days is OD 
economic co-operation, I should like 
to say that we have attached great 
importance to it and have taken cer-
tain steps in order to give more 'lCO-

nomic content to our policy, and we 
are giving more importance to the 
economic aspect of our foreign policy. 
It is our /lrm belief that international 
stabmty an"d well being of ~  
can best be achieved through an effec-
tive system of international economic 
co-operation and by establishing 
economic and commercial" contacts and 
by promoting collaboration in indus-
trial cd teclmical ventures with our 
immediate neilhbours as well as with 
all the developIng countrles in the 
world. I am happy to say that 
as a result of the various steDI the 
KiDistry hal taIam in that directiOll. 

a number ,f initiatives we have taken 
in that direction, there is DOW visi-
ble a growina awareness amoDi the 
countries of Asia and Africa about 
the competence and ability of this 
country to be a provider of technical 
knowhow and expertise, training 
opportunities to people from these 
countries, and consultancy lIervice. 
preparation of survey and feasibility 
reports, etc. We have also taken 
keen interest in t11e activities of such 
multilateral organisations as the 
Colombo Plan, ECAFE and SCAAP 
(!Special Commonwealth Africa:n 
Assistance Plan). Through our par-
ticipation in the activities of these 
organisations and through our bila-
teral contacts with a large number of 
countries, we have given a real mean_ 
ing to our friendship with these 
countries, specially through economic 
COllaboration with our neighbouring 
countries like Shri Lanka, Mauritius. 
Afghanistan and Bhutan, to name 
just a few of them. Some idea of the 
magnitude of our assistance to the 
developing countries, friendly coun-
tries, can be had from the fact that 
under our ITEC programme alone. 
Rs. 80 lakhs to Rs. 1 crore are being 
spent by -Us every year in order tl) 
promote various schemes under this 
programme. This, however, does not" 
include direct economic- assistance to 
a large number of friendly countries 
which is quite substantial. For in-
stance, under the Colombo Plan alone, 
upto the end at 1971-'72, we bave 
given assistance to the tune of 
Rs. 85.83 crares; under the SCAAP. 
this assistance is of the order of 
Rs. 82 laJths upto 18'71-'72. India has 
also advanced loans to a large "num-
ber of countries to enable them to 
purchase Indian goods as well as 
Indian services. The amoUllt out-
standing as 101lD11 to varioUs COUUtriN 
at the end of 1971-'72 Is of the order 
of Rs. 81,88 crores. 

We have ilso HII1; a Jarp DUm_ 
of exports to dew1op1nt countriealD 
order to umt tMm fD theU dnelop-
mental ~III I  About "lW' 
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people are working abroad and the, 
have done an extreme1, good job. 
Wherever they have gone, they have 
earned a good reputation for them-
selves ancI laurels for our country 
also. 

From thiI, it will be leen that in 
spite of our difIlculties at home, des-
pite our own UmitatioDl, we have 
done everything possible to share our 
experience, our resources, with a 
large number of countries, and we 
have done everything possible to help 
them in their very difficult task of 
economic and industrial development. 
I must say that this approach to our 
foreign policy has already paid some 
very handsome dividends inasmuch 
as it has greatly increased the good-
will, friendship and trade between 
ourselves and a large number ot 
countries in Africa and Asia. 

Our greatest activity in the 1I.eld of 
economic co-operation is in the con-
tinent ot Africa. We are more than 
wUling to share our ~  with 
them., and to render all possible assis-
tance to them in their own efforts to 
develop their countries as fast as 
possible. The House knows fully 
well that we have many common 
things between ourselves and the 
countries in Africa. 'I'hey have 
passed through an era of colonial do-
mination and exploitation and so have 
we. So. we know what their difll.-
culties are; and I think they can gain 
a great deal from our experience 
which we are very 'VI" ~  to share 
with them. We have very patiently 
and assiduously estabUshed contacts 
with a large number of countries in 
Africa at the industrial and. com-
mercial level.and we are ever anxious 
to proceed further .to generate grea-
ter mutual economic activity with the 
countries of Africa. 

In thiI connection, I would like to 
mention that a large number of joint 
ventures have been settled by 
Indian entrepreneurs in several COUD-
tries of Africa in such wide-ranging 
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industrial fields as tatiles, sugar, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals and forest-
based industries. We have also pro-
vided assistance- through grant of 
scholarshiPs to African students by 
providing training facilities in India 
to their techncal hands and by mak-
ing available to them our technicians 
experts, teachers ancJ cfoctors. 

Nvw, a few words about the strug-
gle of our African brethren .,alnst 
imperialism, racialism and colonialism, 
to which a reference was made by 
Mr. Stephen. So far, we bave on 
every conceivable occasion, always 
spoken in support of their struggle in 
Africa. We have supported them 
morally as well as materiallv and I 
will go so far as to lay that It I. 
really a shame that. in the stue ot 
human understanding and human 
advancement when man has achieved 
the feat of ~  the moon, there 
should be some countries which are 
still living as in the 18th and 17th 
centuries and following the obnoxious 
and outdated policies of that age also, 
policies of brutal suppression and 
racial discrimination and to keep 
people in perpetual bondage against 
their wishes. We have always con-
demned such policies and we wiD 
continue -to condemn them, we con-
demn the regimes wh1ch follow such 
policies. 

It is our resolve that we should 
stand fast by ~  African brethren 
and give them all possible help, mat&-
rial support, in their own s.ht 
against injustice, tyranny and brutal 
suppression of human rlgbts. 

A word about the African Organi-
sation of Unity. the OAU. We are 
very "happy to note that the OAU, 
despite the challenges It. fs laced 
with, has been able to maintain Its 
integrity and unity and it is playing 
a very useful and effective tole of 
harmonising and reconciltng the crure-
rent viewpoints and aspiratioDII of • 
large number of people in the con-
tinent of Africa. 

~  
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. In .. the poUtical lleld,our reIatiom 

with the countries of Africa are 3JIO 
very close .. There have been a number 
or exchanges of visits of dignitaries 
both frOUl India to Africa and from 
Africa to India. Our President last 
year paid a visit to EthiopIa, Tanzania 
aDd Zambia, and our Foreign Minister 
went to the west African countrie.. 
From the African side, President 
Mobutu paid a visit to our country 
as well lIS the first Vice-President of 
Tanzania who came here a short while 
Il1'0. """·a":result of these p.xchanges, 
a number of mutually advantageous 
all"eements and understanding have 
been reached to give a new dimen-
sion to our traditional tiea with the 
countries of Africa. 

Now, something happened last year 
\bout which we are all very sorry, 
ind that is, the development In 
Uganda. The House is fully aware 
~  the unhappy and unfortunate de-
velopment which took place last year 
in Uganda. We are also sorry about 
the shocking events. As hon. Mem-
bers know, thousands of people were 
IDBde to leave that country lInder 
ItODditions of humiliation, under ten-
sioD, and for no fault of their own. 
We took up their cause with tb!' 
local government, but unfortunately 
we -Were unsu.ecessful in our efforts 
to make things easy for them, but we 
made all possible arrangements to 
evacuate our own nationals from 
Upnd&, to provide them. with all the 
facilifles and COJICessions and to give 
them aU pouible asmtaDce in sett1-
inQ; ~ I  in this eauntry. The 
questlbn of the assets left behind in 
that country is still not being resolv-
ed. We have informed the House on 
earlier occasions that we have. taken 
UD this matter. on a number of occa-
,ions. So far we have not succeed-
ed, I!lnd we have always been told 
that if was not their Intention to 
coD1lscate property without compen-
sation. They have not yet been able 
to evolve aDY formula or to carry aut 
thp. "valUAtIon of this property. They 
did not refuse to pay eompensation 

but . at the· same tUne they have not 
been able to spell out any concrete 
policy in this recard.. Aa late .. a 
~  days back, our HlIh Commla-

sioner mef their head of State Pre-
sidellt Amin, and raised this question 
with him. President ADi1D gave II 
sympathetic hearing and he prnmisecl 
that he would look into this IDBtter 
and expedite the question of eValua-
tion and payment of compensation. 

The General question of the (A!Ople 
of Indian origin in Africa had been 
agitating the minds of the hon. Mem-
bers in this House for quite some 
time past. In this connection I :mould 
like to say that practically all the 
independent African countries have 
now restorted to a policy of africani-
sation or nationalisation of their 
Commerce Industry and means of 
production. This is a policy with 
which we cannot have any quarrel 
because we ourselves have gone 
through that phase and we have tried 
to take over control of our economy 
and means of production. When Afri-
can countries adopt this policy, it Is 
true, t114l non-nationals in those coun-
tries do suiter. But it is inevitable 
Our only eltort is to see that ~ 
they carry out this policy It should 
be done in a manner which would 
not" hurt the interests of these people 
unduly and they should be given 
time to wind up their business pro-
perly and leave the country in an 
orderlY phased manner. We have 
been trying our best to bring about 
this kind of understanding between 
the cOl.!ntries concerned and the 
people of Indian orictn ·there. We 
are happy to note that a large number 
of African leaders have made public 
statements that the polley . of Afrl-
I=anisation would be im,plemented 
gradually and in an .orderly manner. 
The hon. Members know that recent-
ly there were some developments in 
ZambIa which caused a great deal of 
hardshlp . to that frleindly counb7. 
Their life line. their main autlet to 
the outside world PUles thl'GuKb 
Rhodesia, and it was closed by the 
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Ian ~  regime, as a result of which 
the peOple of that WUDtry suJfered 
a Feat deal economicall7 and .other-
wise. Thi5 matter wu taken up by 
the Security Council and a resolution 
was passed to give all possible help 
to Zambia to develop one or two 
Illternative routs. We fully support-
ed that resolution. Zambia is now 
in the front line of the battle, fight-
Ing for the cause of human dignity 
and equality. Not only India but all 
countries of the world should give 
their moral and material support to 
Zambia in this fight. 

It will not be out of place here if 
say something about the vast ex-

panse of water which lies between 
the continent of Africa and the 
continent of Asia, that is the Indiar. 
ocean, to which some reference was 
made by hon. Membe.-s. A great 
deal of anxiety had been shown by a 
large number of countries particular-
ly littoral countries in this area. Our 
policy has been enunicated on a num-
ber of occasions. We are for keeping 
this area as an area of peace and free 
from big power rivalries .... (Inter-
ruptions). There is no justification 
for the presence of big powers in this 
area. We feel that left to themselves 
the countries of the reeion will be 
able to find a modus vivendi for the 
problem. This matter was taken up 
in . the Lusaka conference of ~ ­

aligned countries and a resolution 
was passed in 1970 which was follow-
ed up lly the General A88emhly re-
solutions of 1971 which declare thE 
IDdian ocean has an area of peace. 

Now, Sir, we agree that each nation 
~ got a right to move in in inter-
natioilal water. But there is a dis-
tinction between moving in aDd in 
tbcir 'decIarini it u a swiJnminc pool. 
TheSe waters should be free lor mer-
cantile . I'IJlvigation. But' their per-
maneJ;lt' presence in it is Dot called 
for. 'We can only appeal to the big 
powers .. that they can certainly use 
these ",aterR for their b_fIde needa 
or their legitimate needs. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: But what 
about Soviet KUSlia? 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: 
We have not given them any facility. 
Whatever -'facility . is available' to 
others, we have liven the same to 
the Soviet Union. There is no other 
facility giveD to anyone. I aj1"ee 
that these are considered to be difIl-
cult questions. And they cannot be 
satisfactorily solved unless there is • 
serious dialogue and discussion 
among the big powers. Whatever you 
may like to have, in this connection, 
unless the big powers are seized of 
the matter and they discuss it. it is 
not possible to achieve anything. We 
are in touch with likeminded coun-
tries and we are taking all possible 
steps to bring about a favourable 
situation and to mobilize world 
opiJiion in this field. The bigger 
powers would also have to listen to 
the viewpoints of smaller countrilll 
also. 

Now. the hon. Member, Shri 
Mishraji mentioned about the Com-
monwealth question. This has been 
raised on a number of ocea8iollll 
before. It is true that ever since U.K. 
chose to join the E.C.M. our commer-
cial interests )Jave suffered a greRt 
deal. Despite all that I may say and 
this is our considered view that great 
advantages can even now be achieved 
by our association with the Common-
wealt'! of Nations. I can assure the 
hon. Members that if we find that thla 
organisation I. useless, then we win 
have to think of leaving this organisa-
tion. Till such time, there is no 
reason for us to leave this ~ 

tion. We feel that at present there is 
need for a areat deal of cooperation 
between us and the other countries; 
You '1mow. we ~ our idea. i1l 
the matter of educatIon, in technical' 
and 10 many other ftelds... And we 
feel that ~  is a useful o1'lllDisation 
and it ia not the time for us to leave 
thlll oqr8Di8atioD. But, as Boon as we 
feel that it is time for us to leave, we 
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shall leave that. So lonl as it serves 
our national purpose we should not 
leave it. 

In the end, I would like to Say a 
few words about the people of Indian 
origin in Fiji. I wiah to say something 
about this because this question was 
raised in the House on a day on which 
It could not be taken up and no reply 
could be given on behalf of Govern-
ment. So, with your permission, I 
would say a few words about Fiji also. 
Some apprehension was shown by a 
large number of Members of this 
House and also by the people outside 
the country that thinls are not well 
in Fiji and that something has to be 
done. They said that somethiIIJI: has 
happened against the interests of those 
Indians who are living in Fiji. Those 
apprehensions were based on a re-
mark which was made by the orlanis-
ing secretary of the National Federa-
tion Party of Fiii. It is reported that 
the Indians in Fiji have been receiving 
veiled threats from the Indigenous 
Fijians that they would get the same 
treatment at their hands as the Indians 
got at the hands of Ugandans. We 
took up this matter with our HiIh 
Commission. We asked him to ftnd 
out if there was any change in the 
policy of the Fiji Government towards 
the Indian community. .But, we have 
been informed by our High Commi .. 
lion that there is no basis at all for 
any such apprehension in this re,ard. 
There is no change in the policy of 
the Government towards the Indians. 
All Fijian leaders. particularly, the 
Prime Minister, are dedicated to the 
task of ~  complete racial 
harmony and Integration. All Fijians, 
Irrespective of race, colour and reli-
gion have equal rights under their 
Constitution. So, it would be quite 
irrational and illogical to compare the 
Ulanda development with the IItua-
lIOD in FIJI. There is an obvious 
difference. In Uganda, the people of 
IDdianorigin or a majority of them 
were foreign nationall, who had not 
acquh-ed the Upndan nationality 

whereas the Indian in Fiji have at--
quired the Fijian nationaUty and 10 
they have (Ot equal rllhts. There is 
no tension there and everytbm:, is 
,oing on very well 

In this connection I may Illy that 
the Fijian Prime lWniater and other 
leaders openly deplored these hap_ 
peninlS in Uganda, and offered to 
take some of the expellees from 
uganda, into Fiji. They would 
never have made such an offer if 
they harboured any anti-India· feel-
inls. 

1'1.29 hrL 

[SBRI S. A. KADu-in the Chair] 

Whatever apprehension has been 
there in this regard it is not based 
on facts. We have never receivl.'CI any 

~  

With these few words, I would like 
to end my intervention. 

SHRI PlLOO MODY (Godhra): 
Sir. after having subjected myself to 
the torture of having to listen to this 
debate for so long, not only the 
minister's intervention but also the 
other. who spoke before him. except 
for a few leading lights from whom a 
few accidental worda did come out, 
I am really at a lOBS to participate 
in this debate at all. There was a 
time when the debate on the De-
mands of the External Aftaira Minia-
try used to coke a certain amount of 
Interest and enthusiasm not only in 
the House but in the Country as a 
whole. I Bnd that that position DO 
longer exist today. Nobody cares a 
hoot as to what tliii ministry fa da-
ing. Nobody either abroad or in this 
country cares as to what our forelp 
relations are. It hu become a com-
pletely lack lustre atfalr. Let UI 
evaluate It by the two acid tats that 
are well known: Who are 10111" fri-
ends today? Nobody knows who 
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.m help ;you. today? Nobody bowl. 
We Uve from moment to moment, 
from crisis to crisis, from event to 
event and in the sum total, we sup-
port the Minister for External A1!II1l'8, 
the Minister of State and also It very 
large department and DI8D7 legations 
abroad all of whom, I am sure, are 
havmg6 a very good time, which I 
think they deserve by virtue of the 
fact that they belong to this ministrY. 

What is the acid test? Can we say 
that India has a great many friends 
abroad? Ultimately we will be judg-
ed only by our performance at home. 
And, our performance at home is 
wretched. We have demonstrated to 
the whole world our total incapacity 
to be able to handle our own affain. 
This is the exact impression they 
carry abroad In every single country 
of the world. I cannot think of a 
single country including the Soviet 
Union where they do not have con-
tempt for us and our Government. 
I wish, Sir, you understood a little 
bit of Russian. r certainly wish that 
Comrade Swaran Singh also knows a 
little bit of Russian. If he did, he 
would find that when these people 
talk amongst themselves In what con-
temptuous terms they talk about us. 

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: How do 
yOU know? 

SHRI PILOO MODY: He does not 
realise that my CIA friends tell me 
that, not to speak of the KGB friends 
I have. The fact of the matter is. we 
have become contemDtible because we 
cannot manage our own affairs. I know 
Mr. Vajpayee is terribly hurt when 
I say it because he wants to feel no-
thing but the best for our country, 
which I also want, but I want it in 
Mltance. not in feeling. This is our 
only difference of opinion. Be thinks 
by merely asserting that a thing 
should be '0, It happens that way. 
But it Is not 10. It Is only after we 
have learnt to behave responsibly 
that It will be so. 

For instance, the .Miruster of State 
IBid that We have made a strong pro_ 
test to President Amin about valu-
ation and compensation of property 
to these peoPle. This coming from 
a Government .that does not beUeve 
in property, a Gowrnment which does 
not beUeve in valuation and in pay_ 
ing compensation? If r were President 
Amin, I would have said, "If you 
have article 3IC in your country, r 
have many more such articles in my 
own." 'fnis is the reply I would have 
given to this Government. Yet, the 
minister says it with a straight face. 
This is what surprisel me. And, he 
expects 1:1at others will also believe 
it! This is the credibility gap bet-
_en what they think of themselves 
and what others think of them. If 
you travel anywhere abroad or even 
tIllk to the foreigners who come to 
our country, you find the same re-
frain: "India is a nice place. There 
is Taj Mahal" .... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Moti Mahal 
also. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: The entire 
country is being supported by the Taj 
Mahal on the one hand and Moti 
Mahal on the other. This is the sum 
and substance of what we can pro-
vide. 

I think it is a terrible thing because 
We are a very rich country, we are a 
very great country, we have all the 
assets and perquisites, all the know-
ledge, talent, expertise, everything 
that you want to have in this country 
except the capacity to put it together, 
except the capacity to govern our-
selves intelligently. This is the only 
thing that is lacking. Then, what Is 
the point of talking of foreign policy? 

We have signed the Indo-Soviet 
Treaty. Every member of this House 
has got up to chant like a parrot what 
a great deal of good this treaty has 
done to us. I have no doubt that in 
our relatJonshlpwith the Soviet 
Union we have been fortunate.enough 
to be placed in a poSition by circum-
stances where we can demand certam 
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things from: tlle Soviet Union and get 
· ~ This is a maUer at clrCUDl-
~ 00\ a IIUItter of aignature. As 

a In8Uer of fact after Mr. Kissinger's 
v21it to PekinI, I told the Prime 
MinIster in 'the pNIeJlce of many of 
ID,)' comrades OVB here "I hope you 
reaIiae that as a result of this visit, 
wb8t options have opened up for this 
country". I said that we are now in 
· a pOsition to demand lI1lything we 
'Nant from the Soviet Union. BecaUJe, 
all theBe ~ we have suffered from 
an unequal relationship and this visit 
of Kls&inger to Peking has given us 
,an opportunity to rectify that im-
b'llance. We Ire rr)w i., J ~  
t!ven to tW'Dl'ound to the Soviet 

· t1 ilion II1ld tell them ''you take care 
'Of China when we are involved in 
Bandadeim". But they did not do 
that, because there was no apprecia-
tion of the tact that Kissinger went 
to Peking to scare the RwIsians, not 
to scare the Indians and it was the 
Sov;iet Union that was isolafled as a 
result of Kissinger's visit, Therefore, 
it was the Soviet Union which started 
.wanting ,III more thllll we had wanted 
them. Instead of this realisation, we 
puaicked and we sent Shri D. P. Dhar 
~  He came back with the 

qaaty, not only the treaty but with 
a -Hindi translation of the treaty that 
was done by the Russians in Moscow 
ad DOt the Indians in Delhi, and it 
.-.. hastily signed by a Minister ap-
pbfnied Plenipotentiary who-well, I 
let tha( pan. 'l'tIis is the real situ-
ation. Now 'we have parrot after 
part'Ot getting up and saying what a 
pftt thing ...... 

. : .} 

,AN ;HON. MEMBBJl: Member after .,.e .. "'. 
SImI PILOO MODY: I am. sorry, 

J.. apptectate the 'correction. Now 
.... ber' after Member get up and IllY 
~ • greet tbingwe cUd. 

; 'HlU,; allY'bt!dy' In this ~ ~  ~ 
ect 'What tile" Soviet ~ ~  as 
.. '1i!liult"ot the Indo-Soviet Trea17· 
Rat . · ~ it. or said a 
.fitiitjabcjut· it? When they talk about 

otMr oountI'i.. yau Ind member 
after member pWng lIP and saying 
''yes, we mB)' have received this 
benefit, but such and such country 
has benCl.ted more than us as a reo-
suit Df this"-except when it comes 
to the Soviet URioD, This is the dark 
area about which nobody may .peak. 
What is it tha,t' the Soviets have got 
outo! this Indo-Soviet Treaty? For 
one thing it has exclusively stopped 
all other countries frOm flirting with 
us. There was a very pertinent letter 
that our friend Col. Gaddaffi of Libya 
wrote to the Prime Minister, a very 
uncouth, a very rude letter but in 
substance what he had written is your 
answer to the Indo-Soviet Treaty, I 
recommend to the han, Minister that 
he goes Bnd re-reads it. He will 
find the restrictive parameters of the 
Indo-Soviet Treaty, It makes it diffi-
cult for other members of the Inter-
national community to get in contact 
with us. 

Take theCbinese, Everybody 
wants to be friendly with the Chinese 
all on a sudden. Why? Because each 
wants to be a little Kissinger in him-
self. So here you have little Kissin-
gen, all advocating "let us get to-
gether. ith China". Everyone wants 
to get together with China, like 
Kissinger. But .they do not realise 
what Chma thinks of us. The Chinese 
will have nothing to do with us what 
time the Indo-Soviet Treaty is still 
in ~  the same time, do 
you ,realise what the Indo-Soviet 
Treaty doel to the Soviet Union? It 
helps tbe .Sovl,et Union' In its doctrine 
of the containment of China . 

'today, it il the avowed policy of 
~ Union to . contain China. It is 

ItA "rinclpl" enemy and the Indo-
Soviet. Treaty helps in' ~  that 

~  'That Is why the Chinese wID 
not talk '19 yOu tll1, ~~ is t11e Indo-
SOviet. 'tr6atY iii' existenCe. This is 
th4! . reaIlty. Who wiD ~ I  this 
..;.:..,u..: to 'pea' pte belleVe only in fie-;... r •. , ' . 
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. Some· people ·s.,.. we cut! ~ 

ia America. t.et me ezplain about 
America. As far as India is concern-
ed, India'.' relationship with Amcricn 
is wone than the Soviet Union',. re-
Iati,onshjp with America. Are these 
gentlemen aware of it? Today, the 
Soviet Union enjoyS a better relation-
IShiIl with United States than India 
who has spoilt its relationship be-
caUle of the Soviet Union. 

So much has been said about Paki-
stan. We can only operate in areas 
in which circumstances present them-
selves. With the liberation of Bangia-
de6h, for which the Inidan Army has 
to be congratulated for their victories 
in Bangladesh nobody ever thinks 
that the Indian Army liberated 
Bangladesh; they only think that the 
Indian National Congress did it-a 
certain situation has emerged in our 
sub-continent on which we should 
eapita1i!le. You talk about ~  

But you must know how to capitalise 
before YOU expect any dividends 
How do we capitalise? The Simla 
Summit was a step in the ri/!ht 
direction. But what happened there-
after? My hon. friend. Shri Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, has hiI own SIde 01 
the story. Somebody over here may 
have a 'diftere1'lt side of the stOry, 
But the fact of the matter is that 
we are one of the parties involved 
and one of the parties that could not 
live up to or fructify an agreement 
that we have made. an a/!feemenl 
that was patently unreaIisable be-

~  on the one hand, we agreed 
tei discuss everything bilaterally. and. 
on the ~  hand. we had a trilateral 
obligation .which We had to fulfil. 
This Is a BOrt of squaring of the hole 
which only our External Af'lairs Mini-
sry can do. 

. I muat saY, for ,the first time in my 
UIe. I compliment. Sardar Swarn 
Singh for having done· _ reasonably 
good .job of presentiDII . a package 
deal, which my .hon ,frieDli" ,8hri Atal 
Bibari Vajpayee" does· DOt Uke. The 
pack__ deal bas. aeveral advantapll. 
tt· h-. been .agar-coated ·~  

in a manner in which it miJht be ac-
ceptable to MI'. Blwtto. It is s0me-
thing t,hath .. ,been arrived at iD CoD.' 
sultation with Mr. Mujib. Therefon,: 
l welcome t.hia initiatin that has bam 
ia'ken. But. I -.·u .on· .. the 
three· parties .... tidolngthis :thal 
they ,wJll' I ~ .. : .ame in inutual' 
l'eeriminatiDDs." .1IId'·it thrcNlIb. . 

I am glad that consideriq the·l'IIIO. 
lution that We passed at, Madras, the. 
External Mairs Ministry has acted 
with a great deal of alacrity and aup-
plied the package deal lOOn there·" 
after. 

We have always maintained that 
relations of India should not only br 
comented around the Indian sub-
continent, that is, South-East Asia, but 
should expand to our neighbouni. 
Take,' f4r instanCtllo Nepal. It is 8 
pa1ent example of Indian Inaptitude. 
Here, we have a country with wliom 
we have enjoyed our relatlonlhip 
which is more than ·brot.herly. But 
by our moral self-righteousness 01' 
smug behaviour over a period of Ume 
we have so disillusioned the N'eplileat' 
against us that there came a point 
when it was even a matter of ~ 
ing relations with them. " 

I would suggest to the' External 
Affairs Minister to go and visit Nepal. 
Nepal flnany turned and aSked the 
Chinese to helo them. The Chln'elie' 
bunt road, for Nepal. The Indians :bli!1t 
road, for Nepal and sooner or I.tet: 
Indian roads and the Chinese roads 
have to meet and that will tie a meet-
ing of real tragedy, shoddily 'built 
roads .. on this slife' ani!: beaUftfuD7 
built rolidi oil tbeother'slde! 'It· !It 
Ii perrDanentreminder to the NeP .... 
that next time you want anythlD, ~ 
be dolle, allk the Chinese ane! not tJle 
1nd11lDll.· . 

They have asked ter· :eertaln .. tntIe 
conceMioDs. .' After all Nepal .• a 
Il.lld-lcM:kedC01,lDtry. : • f;laclllknrd 
t:QU8try,··mcked ~  fa tb8iDOIQl,j 
taina. We .hould treat them .. IIUdr; 
·~ ~  I ~  
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certain tradin, eonce8liOnll. They 
wmt to be able to Import a few 
thiDp and then quietly .U them In 
India. What Is ~ with It? When 
you bave ~ that lOme-
tblq like Ra.- IlOl aore. worth of 
smUUllnl Is tA:bJC'iIace at OUr In-
ternational fr'oIdIIItIlI. what is wrong 
with a few rupees dribbling in through 
Nepal? And, In any case they have 
not succeeded In ~ it. Why il 
this attitude then? Accept It as part 
of your trade deal. It will make the 
Nepalese very happy and you would 
have stopped this confrontation which 
has been going on for the last 3 or 4 
years. Now, Sarder Sweran SinIh 
thinks that our Prime Minister will 
'0 to Nepal and everything will be 
washed away, but. not in the manner 
In which he thinks. 

Therefore, I talked at some length 
about Nepal, because It was a verY 
typical case. Whether it is the case 
of Ceylon or Burma or the countries 
in West Asia-take Iran for instance. 
Here is another example. Iran has 
been Pakistan·s closed friend all 
these years. We had an admirable 
opportunity of short-circuitln, that 
relationship If only the Government 
of India had acceded to the Mithapur 
project. The Shah of Iran was 10 in-
terested in the Mithapur project 
becauae it dove-tailed his Shahpur 
project into the Mithapur project 
in a manner where the whole 
package was such a neat and WIllI 
beneficial to Iran and alBo to India 
that It would have been 80mething 
that could have permanently cement-
ed relations between Iran and India, 
b,- pasaln, Pakistan whoae relation-
ship with Iran is of such veat cODI8-
quence and threat to us. But they 
did nothing. We shied away from 
the Mithapur project. Then the Shah 
said, 'You can ,0 to hell. Whether 
:you make it or not, I wUl continue 
with IIl1 project,' 

ThIs Is the manner in W1Iicb our 
country operate.. At that moment, 
the Ilxtemal Aailfrs Minlltr)' should 
bave come down Uke a tonne of 
Ih'kb Oft the bead of wb1ehever 

Ministry it wu, Including the Prime 
Minister's, for slopping this project, 
because it was required In the vital 
interests of the country. But who is 
bothered about the vital interests of 
the country? We are only bothered 
in India, either about the vital inter-
ests of our own pocket or the vital 
interests of the Soviet Union. I find 
verY little evidence of anybody who 
is thinking on a national scale, on II 

scale on matters which will benefit 
this country. In fact, the whole basis 
of foreign policy, that is, enlightened 
national self-interest no longer exists 
and that is why I started off by .. y-
ing that this debate il rather Irrele-
vant. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrl Bhatla-not 
here. 

Shri B. N. Shastri. 

SHRI BISWANARAYAN SHASTRI 
(Lakhimpur): I rile to support the 
Demands Of the Ministry Of External 
Affairs. 

The time at my disposal is very 
short. Therefore, I shall confine mY-
self only to the nei,hbourlng coun-
tries. Our immediate neighbours are 
Sri Lanka, Burma, Nepal, Paklatan 
and China. Except Pakistan and 
China, our relations with the neigh-
bouring countries have been ,ood and 
cordial. 

I have heard the sPeeCh of the pre-
vious speaker, Mr. Piloo Mody. He 
has criticised our foreign pollcy and 
he has said this debate Is irrelevant. 
But I would like to say that our 
foreign pollcy is based on our own 
D.ational interest, not in the interest of 
any other country. Alon, with our 
national intereat, we have to consider 
about peace in this sub.continent 
and the freedom of movement 
of all nations In the Indian 
Ocean and mutual cooperation on 
economic matters. Non-allJDment II 
a policy wblch Ilas a posture in rel-
lation to the two bl, powers. It h .. 
nothing to do with neutrality; It II 
not a synonym of passivity; non-
alllJ1!Tlent Is a policy of selfconftdence 
and independence formulated by 
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Pandit Nehru and subsequently fol-
lowed. It is this policy which guided 
us to conclude the Indo Soviet Treaty. 
It Is not In the Interest Of the Soviet 
Union that Indo Soviet Treaty has 
been concluded. It is in the mutual 
interest. It is equally beneftcial to 
the Soviet Union and to our country. 
Therefore the criticism made against 
Indo Soviet Treaty is wholly irrele-
vant totally unfounded. 

It is known to every intelligent 
person in this country that Russia 
had been and is with us through 
thick and thin. From Goa to Bangia 
Desh issue. it Is the Government ot 
USSR which stood by India and Which 
supported the views of India and 
therefore It is not for the sake ot 
Soviet Union that our relation with 
USA is not cordial. In respect ot 
whatever India is eoing to support, 
USA stllnds In the way and that is 
something which ill creating distur-
bances and dilftcultes in our relations 
with our neighbouring countries. For 
example, when India supported the 
cause ot the suffering humanity in the 
erstwhile East Pakistan, USSR sup-
ported that cause but USA sent their 
Seventh Fleet to the Indian Ocean. 
This indicates the attitude ot the 
USSR to India and the USA to India. 
Therefore it is clear as to who is our 
friend and who is not. We are friend-
ly and ta-ying to be with all countries; 
our poll"y has been emphatically de-
clared and emphasiaed by the Prime 
Minister on various occasions. Our 
Prime Minister has made it clear In 
the past. She asserted; 

"Our doors are open dialogue 
with any country In the world on 
the basis Of mutual respect for the 
sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of each other." 

Mutual respect for soverelenty and 
territorial Integrity is the basis of our 
policy. Our relation with China is 
not good. Why? Chinese foreign po-
licy is the reflection of its own do-
mestic pollcy. Similarly, our forelen 
policy reflects our own domestic po-
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licy. China believes in chlUlles, chan-
ges by violence and violent methods 
II!Id she is committed to perpetual re-
vQ!ution ..w. sbe wants to export 
those violent methods to 1iIe nqh-
bouring coUDtdas; those violient me-
thods have Men u..orted into this 
country wbiQl bas __ creatine dis-
turbances h... it » known to all 
while there W8I entwhile East Pakis-
tan that re,lon wa. made a fteld of 
guirella activities by the Chine,we. 

So far as Pakistan is COIlcemed 
since its Inception there is anti-India 
feeling and tirade a,Blnlt India. The 
rulers there want to live upto the 
imagination of the people on the anb-
India campaign. When Pakisfan at-
taclred India in 1965 after tHat attack 
there was Tashkent Treaty. It was 
concluded at the initiative of Soviet 
.Russia. It was expected by all that 
after that Treat,. Pakistan would re-
aliae the reality and had learnt a les-
son that she would learn the fOlly of 
armed hostility with India. But that 
expectation has been belied. Paid&-
tan attacked India in 1971 and after 
serious of hostility there is Simla pact. 
Somebody criticised it that Siml9. 
pact is a surrender. But I would 
like to say it is an improvement of the 
Tashltent pact because Tashkent poet 
was concluded at the initiative of a 
third power but this Simla pact was 
a bilateral agreement. Therefore, It 
is a deftnite improvement and it is 
not a surrender. Again this pacltBie 
deal was considered as a surrender 
and it was criticised that we surren-
dered our land. It was in consistencY 
with our pollcy that India has no ter-
ritorial ambition of any country far 
less of Pakistan. Therefore. our Go-
vernment did not demand any portion 
or did not want to retain any portion 
occupied during the period of hosti-
lity. 

The joint offer made by India with 
BangIa Desh to Pakistan is also cri-
ticised as a surrender. May, I ask 
had it been a surrender to Pakistan 
Why Pakistan took sO much of time 
to accept it or reject It. Has it been 
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a surrender they w ould have been ple­
ased or glad to accept it but w hy they  
are hesitant? It simply proves it is 
not a surrender but it is a rather sig­
nificant offer by the G overnm ent of 
India and the Bangla Desh. Recent­
ly  there is  some happening, some re­
volt, in our neighbouring country 
whose external defence is vested w ith  
India, that is, the Him alayan State 
of Sikkim. There the people revolt­
ed against the ruler and the ruler and 
the people alike sought the help of 
the Government of India for restora­
tion of law and order there. Sir, it 
has been criticised and it has been  
also pointed out that India has in­
terfered w ith the internal policy, in­
ternal problem, of that sm all state. 
It is not interference. It is in the 
interests of that country; it is in the 
interests of the neighbouring countries 
that India had to take that position  
and restored law  and order there. 
It is significant that steps taken by 
India are to the satisfaction, of course, 
to the ruler and the people alike.

Since m y time is up I would like 
to conclude by saying a few  words, 
that is, regarding performance of our 
diplomatic m issions abroad. I from  
m y own experience and from other 
reports can say that the performance 
o f some of our diplom atic m issions
abroad is not as satisfactory as it
should be. It is rather regrettable
that some of the personnel of diplo­
matic m issions lack knowledge of
Indian culture and heritage. They do
not know w hat India is and w ho they
represent. I would like to suggest
that instead of behaving like mini- 
mughals of bygone days they should

represent India as the Indian ciritizen  
of modern age, the concept of the Go­
vernm ent and hope and aspiration of 
the people.

18 hrs.

I hope the hon. Minister w ill take 
note of this position and instruct the 
personnel in the diplomatic mission  
in a befitting manner so that they  
can project the im age of India pro­
perly. They should understand what 
the policy the Government Of India 
are following and what the relation  
of the Government of India is with  
the countries abroad.

The hon. Minister Shri Surendra 
Pal Singh m ay term it as a subjective 
analysis, as I heard him saying on a 
previous occasion, but I would like to 
assert that there is nothing in the 
world purely and solely as objective 
analysis Every analysis is bound to 
be subjective to some extent. There­
fore, this criticism should not be ig­
nored simply as subjective.

With these words, I support the  
Demand.

SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH (Pu- 
p ri); I rise to support the Demands 
of the M inistry___

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem­
ber may continue his speech to­
morrow. Now, w e are to take up the 
half-an-hour discussion. But Shri 
Laxminarain Pandeya is  not here. So, 
the House w ill now adjourn and m eet 
again tomorrow at 11 a.m.

18.01 hrs.
The L ok S ab h a th e n  ad jo u rn e d  til l  

Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, A pril, 
24, 1973/V aisakha  4, 1895 (S ak a).
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