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[Shri Banama»i PatnaikJ
am surprised to find that people from 
various parts of the country are yet 
to be recruited in the army. We are 
really proud of the fact that Punjab 
and Haryana have contributed to our 
defence forces. When we go to these 
places we are proud to hear about 
the sacrifices made by these people. 
The piospcrity of Punjab and Har­
yana is not because of small scale in­
dustries or agriculture but because 
of a larg number of defence per­
sonnel working in that part of the 
area A major part of the contribu­
tion of armv pension goes to this area 
amounting to about Rs 250 crores a 
year Therefore, we have to think in 
terms of recruitment to the armj 
from different parts of the country. 
It has now become a question of 
vtsted interest They are not recruit­
ing a major part of the personnel 
from Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and 
Tamil Nadu Prom here only a few 
are recruited I had been to various 
parts of Mysore and in many villages, 
they do not even know about this 
recruitment So, unless we change 
the recruitment policy, a large num­
ber of personnel will not come for­
ward. I wish that all parts of the 
country should have the responsibi­
lity as Punjab or Haryana for de­
fending th'' country. There was a 
demand for constituting an Orissa 
Regiment after the Chinese war. The 
Orissa Government pass'll a resolu­
tion, but it is still pending with the 
Defence Ministry We must create a 
feeling that aU parts of the country 
are prepared to make sacrifices for 
the defence of the country

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER- You
can continue tomorrow

17 hrs.

DISCUSSION RE: BREAK-DOWN
OF POWER SUPPLY IN DELHI

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We
now take up the discussion under
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Rule 193 on the statement of the Min­
ister of Irrigation and Power earlier 
in the day. Under the rules, only 1 
hour can be allotted for this kind of 
discussion. I would request the hon. 
members to keep that in mind and 
cooperate.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Ali- 
pore): Sir, I take it that the purpose 
of this short discussion is to find 
out if the minister can throw any 
light on this mystery of the great 
black-out which took place in Delhi 
yesteiday, which I am told is going 
to continue today We are sitting in 
Parliament House all day, but rum­
our* art' coming from outside that 
this evening and tonight the situation 

hkelv to be much worse than yes­
terday I say it for two reasons: I am 
told—I did not hear it myself—yester­
day at about 4 or 4.30 PM before the 
collapse took place, the minister had 
assured the people that there was no 
danger of any power break-down in 
Delhi. Today m his statement this 
morning he has said:

“It is honed to recommission one 
or two more machines by this even­
ing, so that the full requirements 
of the city can be met.”

We hear that the situation might be 
worse this evening and tonight. I 
hopp he will throw vsome light on the 
latest position and what we are sup­
posed to expect when we go out. 
Because of the separate generater 
available in Parliament House, we are 
enjoying the blessings of light and 
cold brees"» But we know what is 
happening outside. It seems that 
areas in Delhi have been demarcated 
into VIP areas and non-VIP areas, by 
whom I do not know. It is reported 
in the newspapers that the Prime 
Minister's House, Rashtrapati Bha- 
van. Ministers’ houses and of course, 
Parliament House and such other 
places are considered as VIP areas 
where special arrangements are made 
so that no dislocation takes place. 
But the areas of responsibility and



control have yet to be demarcated 
and defined. Areas of responsibility 
and control between the Minister, 
the bureaucrats and the technocrats 
have not yet been defined or demar­
cated. Everybody is trying to pass 
on the buck to somebody else. Al­
ready three theories have been put 
forth about yesterday’s happening. 
One is that it is sabotage; the second 
is that there was boiler trouble; the 
third is that there was a defect in 
the water cooling system. There is 
a fourth one also. According to the 
General Manager of Delhi Electricity 
Supply Undertaking, it is a “transient 
tripping fault"; I am a layman and 
I do not know what it means.

The facts remains that all five 
units of the Indraprastha Power 
station broke down simultaneously.
I think even Dr. Rao will admit that 
't is quit:? an unusual happening. 
There are units of power stations 
throughout the country and one unit, 
or another breaks down temporarily. 
It is happening every day practical 1v 
now somewhere or other. But I thin!- 
Delhi has taken the record that both 
at Rajghat Power Station and at In­
draprastha Power Station all the 
units broke down simultaneously at 
about 5.20 or 5.30 p.m. yesterday. So, 
we should know what is the reason 
behind this.

I do not want too well on the suffer, 
ings that people outside had to under­
go. Water supply, of course, is the 
most«acute thing at this time of the 
year. Hospitals have been affected 
and emergency operations have been 
dislocated in the middle. We are told 
that areas of South Delhi can be ex­
pected to face a more or less prolong­
ed water famine now. Irrespective 
of whether lights come back or not, 
water famine of South Delhi is going 
to be more or less a permanent fea­
ture for some time to come.

Since the time is limited, I want to 
ask some questions. There is a re­
port in all the papers about this long-
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drawn out conflict or difference of 
opinion between the engineers and 
the General Manager of DESU. It is 
alleged—I do not whether it is true 
or not; I want to know that from 
him—it is alleged that the General 
Manager has been utilising the Class 
3 and Class 4 staff in order to pro­
voke the engineers and to create con­
flict betwen them. The President of 
Ih? Engineers’ Association, Shri H. 
C. Chopra is reported to have been 
Kheraoed yesterday at about 4.30 p.m. 
and man-handld. We are told that 
the engineers have been aggrived not 
now but for some time past at what 
they consider to be the vindictive be­
haviour of the General Manager to­
wards them and they have been de­
manding his removal. A few days 
ago the Minister was reported to 
have said that hr> hoped the engineers 
would not resort to any direct action 
or strike because their demands were 
under consideration.

I want to know what is the total 
position regarding their demands, 
we are told that the implementation 
uf the Shivsankar Committee recom­
mendations now lies with the Delhi 
Municipal Corporation. What is be­
ing done to prod the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation to take an expeditious 
decision in the matter? I read̂ in the 
papers that the delay is due to the 
fact that Hindi and Urdu translations 
of the recommendations of the Shiv- 
ankar Committee are not yet avail­

able and, therefore, the Delhi Muni­
cipal Corporation could not take a 
decision. They are fiddling while 
Delhi is burning. One of their main 
demands seems to be the appointment 
of a technically qualified man as 
General Manager. A second demand 
is parity between IAS officers and 
engineers in the senior posts and the 
third is revision of their pay scales.

I want to know whether any seri­
ous negotiations, discussions have 
been going on and what is the posi­
tion now. When can they expect to 
have. their grievances remedied?
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[Shri Indrajit Gupta]
According to a report, Dr. K. L. Hao 
is reported to have told them that 
further discussion on their demands 
will not be held until there is res­
toration of normal power supply. Is 
that the position? Arp we, then, in 
for a longer-drawn trial of strength’  
Are we going to witness a long- 
drawn trial of strength between the 
authorities on the one side and en­
gineers on the other when lakhs of 
people in Delhi suffer?

I would say that this tendency to 
blame thr engineers and workers 
always very easily for sabotage 
should not be overdone. It should 
not be indulged in this fashion irres­
ponsibly. These are a few thousand 
workers, about 10,000, belonging to 
various State Electricity Boards—pro­
bably by now thpy must have met 
the Minister also because they were 
demonstrating outside—they have 
come with genuine grievances and 
demands. They cannot be dismissed 
as saboteurs

I am afraid, this country is not go­
ing to get out of this power crisis.
It is getting wor^e from day to day 
This is a matter which requires a 
much deeper thinking, a much deeper 
examination. After all, Delhi’s or­
deal yesterday was only a culmina­
tion of what is going on around 
Delhi is gheraoed by power crisis, 
gherao in Haryana, gherao in Punjab, 
gherao in Raiasthan, ghearao in U.P 
and, finally, yesterday, the whole 
thing came and crashed on Delhi. If 
all this is due to sabotage, then, 1 
am afraid, this is an explanation 
which the people of this country are 
not likely to be very much convinc­
ed by.

Further, I fpel, on one side in 
Gujarat and on the other side in 
West Bongal, the same thing is going 
on for months together. All indus­
tries are paralysed affecting thou­
sands of workers Thousand* of wor-

<rs are being laid off. Production is 
absolutely crippled. We have been 
discussing this many time* here. So, 
the Delhi incident, in my opinion* 
should not be seen in isolation for 
what is happening all over the coun­
try which is a major national crisis.

The Fifth Plan is being ushered in 
amidst a paralysing power famine. 
After four Plans, we have arrived at 
the threshold of the Fifth Plan-faced 
with a crippling power famine which 
will absolutely, completely, negate 
all the Plans that have been made for 
stepping up production and develop­
ing industries, and so on. Is it not a 
major tragedy9 Was it visualised 
even one or two years ago? We werrt 
having little troubles. Can Dr. K. L. 
Ran who is himself a technocrat and 
has been sitting in the chair for the 
last 10 years put his hand on his heart 
and say, if even one or two years ago, 
h« had visualised that suddenly, al­
most before our very eyes, there would 
be such a ranid deterioration all over 
the country? Today, you can hardly 
open papers without reading about 
this vast power famine which is stalk­
ing the country from end to end.

How has it happened? It is not due 
to bad planning basically? It is not 
due to the fact that this Ministry has 
failed hopelessly and other authorities 
have failed. You have got thermal 
stations which complain of not having 
better quality of coal; you have 
hydro-electric stations which com­
plain of being without water and 
you talk of imported equipment 
which is without spares. Mainten­
ance cannot be properly kept up. 
This does not happen in one day. It 
is a culmination of something hap­
pening over the years

Engineers and technicians, I sup- 
Dose, in a professional sense, are the 
colleagues of the hon. Minister. 
Everywhere, engineer* and techni­
cians complain that they have been 
subordinated to the bureaucrats In 
this field. The worker* are demon­
strating everywhere. They also do 
not get satisfaction for the very vital
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work they are doing Their pay* 
settles are not revised in tune. They 
arc not given any right of participa­
tion in tne management of these con­
cerns. So, what I wish to say is that 
this whole thing should not be seen in 
isolation but as a part of the chain 
wrnch has been developing over the 
years. Personally, Dr K. L. Eao is 
a good man and I hold him m high 
esteem But if after his holding of 
tne office tor the last 10 years, this 
is the result that we have seen this 
Kind of major crisis and break-down 
on aU sides, I would suggest to him 
mat it ib better he relinquishes his 
post Grve up this post What is the 
naim in handing it over to somebody 
else’  Let them see if they can make 
a oettei job of it Why should he 
cling to iJie post when he is suffer­
ing from all the criticisms for this9 
Either h« must be able to show a 
way-out .uid rectify these things, or, 
otherwise, tear up the Fifth Plan and 
throw it into the waste paper basket. 
The one factor of power crisis will 
reduce the Fifth Plan to nothing but 
d waste paper to be thrown into a 
waste paper basket.

Finally—this is what he has said 
h«re—I want to know whether these 
machines have been le-commissioned 
so that by this evening the full re­
quirements of the city could be met 
Secondly, he has said that a com­
mittee of technical experts will be 
vset up to suggest concrete measures to 
be taken to avoid recurrence of com­
plete break-down of all the machines 
wnenever a fault occurs in the sys­
tem This sentence seems to imply 
that he is apprehending that there 
may be break-downs again But 
some precautions should be taken to 
see that all the machines do not 
break down at the same time. Let 
them break down by turns, one by 
one What exactly is the position? 
Why does he not frankly confess the 
gravity and the extent of the crisis 
and take the House into confidence? 
Tell us what exactly is the position* 
and what is proposed to be done* 
The responsibility must be fixed this 
time. This time the House and the

people ot this country are not going 
to allow the people to get away with­
out any 1 csponsibility, scot-free This 
Dâ> now assumed a dimension which 
has become intolerable throughout the 
country Therefore, I would request 
turn, on Dehalf of the Government, to 
give us an assurance that responsibi­
lities wni be fixed and against the 
people Wiio are responsible, no mat­
ter who they are including himself, 
action would be taken and the coun­
try will b e  put on the right rails re­
garding power generation, power dis­
tribution and commissioning of new 
station •>, ;,o that the position in the 
future <an at least be stabilised, if 
not impioved

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE 
(Howrah > I fully agree with what 
my hon friend, Shri Indrajit Gupta, 
has said here I want to know the 
real factors behind the breakdown. 
From the paper it appears that the 
General Manager and the Workers' 
Union—the Congress Union—have 
been used against the Engineers Asso­
ciation In Statesman it has come 
that the engineers have warned in 
their memorandum that the steps the 
General Manager is taking are bound 
to lead to break-down of these units. 
Whethei there is any truth in that 
warning, we want to know. The con­
cern of the people m this breakdown 
must be taken into consideration. It 
is not an isolated thing It is a very 
serious thing The breakdown of 
thesv. units m Indraprastha has also 
directed Haryana and Fandabad It 
has become a national crisis This 
crisis is spreading throughout the 
country In today’s paper we find 
that this controversy between the 
engineers and the bureaucrats is also 
not specific in Delhi Already the 
engineers are on strike in U.P. And 
the Pay Commission's recommenda­
tions also have focussed the same 
conflict which is being discussed 
throughout the country. Whether 
these non-techmcal factors are the 
factors responsible, must also be 
taken into consideration seriously. 
Otherwise, there is no likelihood o f 
a solution of this crisis within a very 

short period.
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solution to this problem which we face
today
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lShii Samar MukheijeeJ

Heie 1 1 the statement it is said that 
it & hoped to recommission one or 
tvo more machin s by this evening 
But if the leport which Mr Inctrajit 
Gupta has given just now that out­
side the rumour it. that the situation 
will be woise than what it was last 
night is ccirtct then this hope has 
ah each ocen belied So, you have to 
give a st 1 ous thought to this If the 
reason behind this breakdown is 
tail u re of proper maintenance of these 
units, that also should be probed into 
and nroptr steps should be taken

I want to be enlightened what are 
l’i t 1 1 *t \ htfh v are
tuhmcal 01 11 n technical iatms. be 
cause in the Tima of India the head 
lmc is sabotage Whether it is a 
sabotage 01 not, we want to know 
If it is sabotage it has to be solved 
in another manner and whether that 
is within the scone of the Minister of 
Power and Irrigation is to be consi­
dered If there is the backing of the 
Congress Union behind the General 
M magcr and the conflict between the 
en"in<eis and the Geneial Manager is 
leal and if behind this breakdown 
that fictor plays a role, then the solu­
tion should be found out through 
other machineries and that should not 
be delayed because the question of 
engineers as well as other bureaucrats 
requires solution on a national scale 
and that is not the Question of Delhi 
alone

Regarding the bureaucratic attitude 
in all th ŝc matteis I wish to draw 
vo tr attention to this, point Alreaay 
thousands and thousands of them have 
comi tor demonstrations and daily 
hundred*. and hundreds are being 
amsttd The attitude of the Haryana 
State Elutncitv Board authorities 
and the attitude of the Haryana Gov­
ernment aie quite unhelpful in the 
matter fox a lasting solution of this 
problem of power crisis Government 
it the Centre must prevail upon them 
to chnnge this attitude of theirs and 
to come to certain agreement with the 
workers’ unions, to fulfil their de­
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MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER Although 
th happenings in Delhi have come in 
tne wake of happenings all over the 
lountiy and the tendency is to en­
large the scope of the discussion, as 
I have already pointed out, we have 
got ven limited time and if the hon 
Members will cooperate and confine 
themselves to Delhi, we will be able 
ti complete thi$ discussion within the 
time limit

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE Delhi 
happening is not an isolated thing

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER All the 
same the discussion now is specifical­
ly foi that It is all a question of 
time If you want to discuss the hap­
penings all over the country, there 
should be a separate motion for that 
Now I would request all hon Mem- 
oers to co-operate If hon Members 
confine themselves to Delhi only we 
will be able to conclude this dis­
cussion within the time-limit We 
hue pot very limited time at our dis­
posal So kindly cooperate

Now Shri T Matha Gowder

*SHRI J MATHA GOWDFR (Nil- 
gins) Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, there 
w as a power failure yesterday- in 
Delhi the impact of which I experi­
enced on mv return to my residence 
from Pari ament House Failing from 
a hill station Ootacomund Nilgiris 
I was really a fish on a frying pan

The power failure m Delhi might 
be duo to the break down of all the 
machinery at the same time But I 
would like to refer in brief to certain 
other facts also There was a time 
when the Chairman of Delhi Electric 
Supply Undertaking was complacent 
enough to say that Delhi would con* 
tmue to get power from Bhakara 
though at that time there was fall in 
production of electricity there The 
Punjab Electricity Board requested 
the Central Government to introduce 
40 per cent power cut In Delhi and

♦The original speech wa, delivered in Tamil
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supply power to Punjab. This hap­
pened in August 1972. In October 
1972 the supply from Bhakra was 
stopped. Besides that, every day one 
lakh units of power produced from 
generators here were supplied to 
Punjab.

MR. k DEPUTY-SPEAKER; This 
happened not because Delhi supplied 
power to Punjab, but because of the 
failure of some machines. Why do you 
bring in all these things here? You 
cannot bring in the question of supoly 
of power to Punjab.

SHRI J. MATHA GOWDER: Sir, I 
am referring to this because when 
Delhi is in the grip of crisis which 
State has come to Delhi’s rescue?

Sir, 1 would like to point out here 
that the break down of the machinery 
is due to the defective machinery 
either imported or indigenously manu­
factured m India by the public sector 
undertakings under the charge of 
Ministry of Industrial Development.

In fact lor the failure of power 
supply in Delhi yesterday if the 
machinery had been responsible and 
if they had been obtained indigenous­
ly, the blame certainly would rest on 
the Ministry of Industrial Develop­
ment.

Dr. Rao in a recent meeting had 
clearly stated that indigenously manu­
factured machinery by the Public 
Sector units under the charge of In­
dustrial Deevlopment Ministry was 
poor in quality and was also not 
delivered on time which consequently 
delayed the commissioning of power 
plants. Perhaps, piqued by the Pub­
lic statement of his colleague, the 
Minister of Industrial Development 
wanted to put the blame on the State 
Government and the State Electricity 
Boards for he Power crisis prevailing 
in the country,

MB. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr.
Gowder nobody blamed the State

Electricity Board for the power fat* 
lure in Delhi. Let us confine ourselves 
to the power failure in Delhi.

SHRI .1 MATHA POWDER; I only 
say 'thc‘i the sudden break down is 
due to defective machinery either in­
digenously supplied or imported. The 
power failure in Delhi is only a symp­
tom iiKti<’aiive of the wider malady 
existine through out the country. I 
would like to know what effective 
steps h > p been taken by the Irriga­
tion ana Power Ministry to ensure 
supply of quality machinery for the 
produclion of electricity.

With <nese words I conclude.

TOfo TT*rJT>TTT? (fosfT-

*TTCFT) 7TTW.T Tft.m SHft
TT Tjrn | sjTfjfPT

fnprr* ^  ^  & f¥ ■'to %o rrrTo Tp-r
% $*5 jst

^  ?n*T
T O T  T ?  TOT f  f c
’FfsffaTFTf %
^  «F*T ffr TTTTV, rrqjr*rTT

^rrit s t f t t  w  7Tr?r f  f a
fqrf^T  TFrfV̂F-f 3% n Tfpr rzapr
mrzr T'T3T 't t  srr wt? rtr%
% w rrsft-'jR  Trpfi ^
?nfV 1 ir w *  ^ f t r  g f
K  *3r»r w > r  ^ptt ^— w
3ttt 'isr ^ fr r  *rt-
z&i % smjp 5TFT fjrf^cTT

?rrr̂ T % <Tl ̂ r% fan ^TTT
f  1 193  % w tt  w, ?rfr

1 1

qra rrsp sntrtft fafarer  $,
**  ^ f f  n ^rr ^  3tt t^t & , 

^  fnfarzi f , «nrt
3?  ^  ?rt ?rr <rn* it

w ft Tit r̂fV— ^  5TTT *V 
3To Tjaf
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[sft TPPTtTW t ^ i t ]  „

^  |  I . * < f t  #  ^  tT4idM m\ 
qr# m sfrr t«f5# m if

tfr ^r*r |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER We are 
conhnmg cuiselvts to the discussion
10 lind out the causes that were res­
ponsible for the power failure in 
Delhi As I said some time ago we 
shou'd not enlarge the scope of the 
discussion Now, you are doing much 
worse in that you are unnecessarily 
bringing controversy How do you 
know who is responsible or who is not 
responsible^

SHRI S M BANERJEE (Kanpur) 
The worker is never responsible for 
sabotage It is this government which 
is in power for the last 25 years which 
is responsible (Interruptions)

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER You have 
protested That has gone on record

I have already mentioned that that 
statement has aroused needless con 
troversy here

zit y r °  T*t r<di 
Sr f e w t  ?ftft & 1 1
WTVWft * I T̂cT f  far W*HT *  *ppr*i

<?ST % ?ft»ft ^?t W IRT ^ 1 ^

11 *3ftfa*T# SfofHWRT m
f w r  % fa><T% f  ? '5FT9RTT

f  fo  feFft ^t fsTcFfr STRrft |
CaMM. mmtum —-----  - _Aa^k ^r ^ R  $  ^  c=tT î m tt trtr 3tct

% *mt* v rw  sfrft ^  HcTT "it I  I 

t  aF^TT £ far 3 * ^  * 3 t  % vft 
W ^ f V ^ T f ^ t r i  SPTC *ftt fe?ft % 

f »  f t  TXrft «TZ ?fT
facf f t  ffr jf?TR f  1 sror ^  ? m t
f a f a f t  * t  f *  fm  t o t  * n % ,

% <n *t  fh n r  stft pm
q m  ^  m # t & 1

Government should not show any 
mercy to them They must simply dis­
miss them and the whole thing should 
be handed over to the military

W T T O  ( ^ T ) ^ T T R r a f  

<MWw *ftT fftsnPHT % aft* 
f e f t  % ft fasrtft «RT mz ft  w
1 1 t  *Fg far * r ^  m z  
w£t mm % eft yfd*nflfaT #• frtt i 
r « « t f  s f ?  %  w t r t̂  <TFft, S ^ fh ih T

^rr T̂cft ^  !si'*raT ^  
i f M t  'T i t  1 1  y g Tgq iTg  3 F R  jvA, 
^ K Tfi Sn*T*fft *TJ, = M i i

w *  WFTt <TC faPTSft 3RT ?£t I
toTeftclTt'fo

irrfar ^  ?zfr f t ? 5? m w r  
t o  t  ^ u^t srt «fV ^rr»T

T sfrfw  I, ^HT tnar f w  I 
eft sfom  % ^  irm hr ^  sft
^TP# |5T^t cf^r ^ 3TRRT I  far

| %ttr wpt *Fm % fftr^ 
jiflW R f  I ITR^T lift  3ft % ft£ m  
it  sp r^ t j r f R '  ^  t  ^rfsFT s fr  mi
vr ir$ sqrfw?- | ^
wrtz jtttctt 1 1 srmr % f̂t m*Tter 
^ f t  |  ^  w  ’ f T  ^  «inrroT | » 

^ r « T 5 r % 9 T ^ » t ^ ? r F r ^  
t  qr spttrt vfcrr
rm  to t t i  ?r n̂r
W r o x v T f T R r f w c f t ^  ^t^rar, 
«ft 5ahr?T ^ ^T5r t^sp- f w  
^rf^r f rdwm % f ^ ^ t
wft 1 3 ft  ^ rn R r T n ff  %  ft

^ t %  tfr ^fr fwr i??r r̂rft «rs?rr «pt 
tr*rr ^ ti 3tWt | eft ^  w rar ^ r t  
f  1 ssft ^fT*m *Ft ?Wt
1 1 8f ^  | fv  w  ^NV$|W
f̂TCTT I  tftr ^  I

«ftT!W*Tir^TTarn:^t*r*ftwTT^t 
f?Ffr %  gf*w?r «rw 

tft m  ^  $rt# {
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*rrq% STfapc t i t  f a m  | ?
m t m  th rc  m  q r  a s m  

q *  w  ss fsn r wrq ^  nt? sfrr 
w r #  1 1

W 6 *m  n  270
, W W  qft ^RcT | f ^ T  % 80

4 nwre %m *mnr ft | sftr 40 

f r rrgre *bt sw r ^  f  Srf^r 
150 f o r m - *flr sfr qr*flr T ^ ft t  s w *
STPT TO  % $7T sp^T ? OTJT ^  

lT?fy ^ fNi ^  yft f, ^EPFt 
grr

?rrar jrnor wt ^ sf t
" j t o  fr o r e  fs tfr h  ^  ?wr % 1
^r% *r T̂FTT srcnr tV w*rra I 1
tr %  ?TR^r % far* w  *& € t 

frrt^  *n£ I  srnr ? tt *?*r q r  f ^ r  
snft f w  tot fc 1 fcftt srrqr *n*r?r 
q n g i l  %f% r̂ s r m  w R ? r r  q n f fa tfa  
snft f̂ r̂r 7, f^rn nr srjft t̂ nrr | 1 

m q m  v r  f s r t t  ^  m  t  
^  f ^  ^  5ffr 3f?wt ftfr «rr 7

•3*r ^%€r i t  *tt̂  tot ^  fa^rr tot 
t  I T O  *? ?fift T̂TcTT hr ¥ rr 
m  rnrr ^ 3  f  qrpor #  w m *

?t M t  q^ f^ rp - 5rSV f w  1 1
'S5TT3T ^FTR ^3TT % 5TP- *T !Sf|7T tft
*Tar *r& ^ f t  & 1 ?t? t q r  afr f w f t
spT fRTR fW  3*T% TT™! VTg ff a PT
*pt 7 r̂mn ? m  i o ? r r e r ¥ T ^ T R  
2 4 ^ * r | ? n t i  w p T ^ r ^ T ^ n r 9
?rfc t o  t o  eft 3 *% Ttn't w n $
? , SRTST 11  3ST <rr fTfTO ^
f f i m  I, nw ft ^tfTcft^ f ,  ^  
fs r ft  q t  *nw |, # ht

ai?mr t  % t  #  & 1 *Nt

«pf ^  qw w rft  w m  A $m
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ffaftftWT «mr 'jft f«rT
? f w  f̂ #  f®  |f^fT wng?rr J 1

OTTt ^Rft^P f^rr STffR *Ft t^P

stt’ t f^rr w  «fk  srrvt «ft“ f w  w
^ 16 cTT6w  %f%5T «RI% ?T?f i?T3r
25 ?TPfl^r » i f  * m  ? w  ^ r %  ^
^ f ^ F  fw r  »m  t ?

'*ft ^ r  ?mr ift ^ t f¥ #
sm^rr ^R?rr | ^rttw *t 
^ ? n ? r  q r  ^ r  ?r 3 n $

^ r n r
q r  ^ft "fl^T O T T T  •d^^i f^ FT T T i ^TKT 
^ m T f t  q?t ^ w r f j - 1  c ^  cft’ T ? n w r  
s r m  ^  ^=r q r  ^ i4 a r r |t  ^  ^  
2Tf ^Nlr I ’ffN’ ^  r̂ra-1 1 ?nw t =«rrf̂ u 
I t  m?r «Bt ^  ^ r  q r  ^ ^ 7ctt %  
fw n r  q ^ %  f^r°FT ^  srf^Fr ^sra% 

?rpr ^  q i  t ^ t  1 1 t o t f
f^frT  ssftr ^  ̂  ̂ ? fr  | ?frr
*r f̂HY ^ 1 3W ffpr ornrsr
rfw iT  %zwm ^t snf̂ T ^RT ht?% 
?  ^rT^rrq « r k ^ %  t  f % ^ 7 % f ^ r r p T # t  
T iw ft  ^  g rr^  1 ssrnsr f e f t  %
5 f^ r p -  ^ r  T w f R T  tr  q i  I ,  
T̂sr *4c*iw$ t^t t, ?f r̂ ?ft r̂t̂ r frsr 

^  t |  ^  1 m r  m q  ^  I  ^rnt 
if *H£ wnr w  «trt ? rnnwr % 

srr̂  ^ ?fTq% ^ r  ?rr f^r^r f̂ nrr % ? 
5 a ^ T  ^ t 7  t o  t o t  f  m  

rs^rr ^  I  < ^ r  qrr ^tft w r
^ fr  ^ ’  ^rf¥r f% w r  ^  
wTff »rsft | 1 fe^fr % %fffar 
^ ° h i <  ^ F P F t  q^rsrHY f  ?rV^ ^ w ^ r r  
j f ^ F T  %  q rr  t  ^ T  q r  ^ !T %  
O T®T ^ T F IT  W T T  #  * V \ < f c n  T  ^ T R f t  

t  I t  STTfRT f  STETR W t  ^T

^rt ? r m  f r o T  t o t  |  ^ r %  ^prtpst %  
v r q  w  t o f t  ^ r r ^  |  1 s n q  ^  q r  
^ f t  % f ^ r r o w  1 < f r ^ : ^ f t « n q % q m

in w r w t  irt | ^  tit w r  fcr*rc
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w r wt | i r̂t srm  fa*rr 
m t | kTfNt 3tr ^ w t  w  i r  | 

3RTPT I

f ®  ? f t f t  ^  q r  ^ t I  f%  *T5rt

«ft s m r  r Z T R -w  % ?  % ftw r  1  
STjPTcT ^  gf I % % fT  3?t %  T t
fs s f c  fc*rr | ^nr *rafrr

^ t ^  w  srn r ^ r r  g w  f ? 
?P<ft *Tt»t f^TT I *T$ft 3fr * ft  
*tm  3RTnft #  ?n^r ira  fc i 
ft ^ f f r  ^ r r  % ftr
^  sfff -sftr *l*TrfH 1$ *FTrf-
^ T F fr  T O T  I 3ft  T O T f ^ P  # ,

% ?mqr r̂t f w  wr
TfT £  ^ F t  * m ^ f r  T? ^ t f  fsRTT 

^  frm  sfT '*i?t f- i

? rm  «pt %* &r *r w%r 
fwwrr

?r#r f^qrr *rfe  s rn ft ^ft ^nfr jj?rr 
* p n  ?ft fs r ^ ft  *r 9t p t  *r §  s f ?  
f t f t  i ^ s r r s r k
2|?t ft f ^ f t  3FcT *?T ^rf I q f e  S R  sft  
5TFT 5F ? r  § f a w  ^TSt ^ T  eft #
srrot ^rr^ft ^rr w  p fa  f ^ f t  
ir <j?f?r fkmt « f s  ^ f r  s r k  3rr«r 

%9t *T ??T»r fsrflFt
%^t ^ft s r f a  ?ffrft i s *n > t * r r ft  «r^r?r- 
^ T ft sirrq- < f  f t f t  i 3T*r *rrsr 
*rfs s r m  srn h fT M t q r  # £  t o  

f w  rft j w i  q fru n rr •rnwfV
fiRTTT ^  I SRTRTC I

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI 
(Bhubaneswar): I shall confine my­
self to the problem we are facing to­
day in Delhi This sudden breakdown 
of power yesterday evening which is 
continuing today is really a matte/ of 
serious concern to all of us if the hon.

Power Supply tn DelM %*/$ 
(Disc.)

Minister could throw some light on 
the queries I am putting before himt 
we will be enlightened.

First, since all the five generators 
broke down simultaneously, should 
we not know from the hon. Minister 
whether the maintenance of these 
power houses was very poor? It 4s 
common knowledge to all of us that 
the maintenance of the power houses 
in Delhi was very poor for the last 
so many years. If so, was the hon. 
Minister or Government aware ot 
this? If so, I want to know whether 
the Government took any note of it 
or took any action to see that really 
these power stations do not suffer on 
account of the long years of poor 
maintenance

There was a proposal to have a 
power house at Badarpur. This was 
pending long since. What has hap­
pened to it? Why this power house 
could not come up’  What were the 
difficulties, knowing fully well that m 
Delhi there is power shortage and that 
whatever power is being produced in 
Delhi is not really able to meet the 
demands’  Why is it that that project 
could nof come up’  What is the 
reason for this?

Thirdly, I want to know whether 
actually there is any conflict between 
the engineers, the technocrats and the 
administrators, whether it came to 
the knowledge of the Government or 
even the administrative authority. I 
am told it is becoming a kind of con­
troversy between the technocrats and 
the administrative wing of the Eleo 
tricity Supply Undertaking in almost 
all the States; it is not only in Delhi 
but in different parts of the country 
as well. Why should not the Govern* 
ment try to see that something is done 
to evolve a kind of formula so that this 
controversy is ended and the people 
of the country not made to suffer be* 
cause of this controversy? This con­
troversy between the technocrats and 
the administrative is as though bet*
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ween two thieves; both are thieves. 
Either the technocrats are responsible 
lor this breakdown or the others. 1 
hope the culprits are to be found bet* 
ween these two, and the responsibility 
should be fixed. But the country and 
the people of Delhi cannot be made to 
suffer, and the Government of India 
should also see that these people are 
not allowed to do this kind of mis­
chief.

Fourthly, the Sivasankar Com­
mittee had made certain recommen- 
dations in regard to the workers of 
the Delhi Electric Supply Undertak­
ing. What happened to those recom 
mendations of the Sivasankar Com 
mittee’  Why could they not be imple­
mented? Did it come to the notiee 
of the Government that they are not 
being implemented’  Did the em­
ployees represent to the Government 
about the implementation of those 
recommendation?

These are the four or five essential 
points which the hon. Minister should 
enlightened upon in this House so that 
at least we ran be benefited and by 
this evening the problem will be 
solved and we get light and water and 
Delhi would not be in darkness any 
more. If the people who are concern­
ed with this have created this kind of 
situation in Delhi, at least the people 
of Delhi in future should not suffer 
and they should know that pressure 
will be exercised over the authorities 
and the problem will be solved. 
Finally, we should not suffer on this 
account any further.

I hope on these points the hon. 
Minister will enlighten this House.

MR. DEPtTTY-SPEAKEJR; Mr. 
Madu Umaye.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
(Begusarai): I have also given my 
name.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: X did
not get your name. I Will call you, 
but I did not see your name. Now, 
Mr, Madhu Umaya.

4V *** fan?* (wfrpr) : w r m r
%*sr

% *mr rfkzt w  ^ rr
^ w s t t t 1 1

% sft fsnpft m  3T?T %mr &

f̂>T mp |oqrflUTTH W  & I

ir ?r ^  t o k

tit 7,7 ^ i7 p # T  # f r  ^  Xgt I  I 

H'cfk̂ n frtarr | jttpt
% gT? faspfr W ST? TK 

fcfT fTcIT I  i TOTR ^  sfafr

M  T fc H T  fr  %  s ft

m  %, #  <T* fTft §qr,

1961-62 % tfra: 
■ 3W  p T  tfte qr fg^ ft t

*P̂ ?ft qr ■3TRT
?RT «TST I m x  T̂sr- JTPT *TT*T 

^  wmr tit v i  «ft 1%
wfer sfrsRT ?r |t -^t |

1 1  wi# ccrrf^T aprtfhrnr ?r
tit | f% srt t o  41  wrer 

fowra?* m  w w ft  w  w ®  5rt*tt tot 
«rr, ^rmr % q f#  fo r  m f *r

<rssffar nf^mcr tit f f  | t

w r srtr: tit faartft 

*Fm : m  tim $

*pt fo r . sftr m u m  %*ar i m x

w m x tit iv* f t  vfotftm t ^ fr ?r̂ t 

f^ rrw  $r,
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sfar ?r f t ,  T f t  *rcft?rft *  ^nrrf 
»r f f t  sftr farcwt ^ r ^ P T  » n r w  if

*T ft 1 '*rW f̂ T̂ T %r?ft ITTT faRTSft 
%  ^ ( T ^ T  % ^ S F Q T  3f ^  y T V R  %  

tit *ft H’̂ TPT 'PRT *T5Tcr tfrfSRT
§ t j  |  1 ^ R i T  ^>rroT ^ f t  * i f  |  

fa? TO  ̂  ft  iff I, ^ *F fT
t o  $?rr ft I  1

q ^ rif, f a f r r  %  s i f  i f  $  ^tTTcrr 
f j  far ^ ft  «RT5RT WT »TfSf|T, f W l ^ T  

«n, ^  srs^t fas*r % $  fan* ?rff
«TT I

MJL DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Patratu is 
in Bihar. Why not come to Delhi?

«ft w i ftw* . w  t e f t  ?w t 
sftsr f  ? 3 f  Tnwnft t  «rk ^  focpr
9 PT *P t  =TRT $ fa? T T jT S r r ft  St, STefT 

*rt n  ?r%9F ^ r m  t, fars^Y snr grr 
^ f t - ^ t t  1 ^  t o  ^  st^tt sr#t | 1 

fro#  srrs t o  *r smFrrr *rft ^ ? r  
^ r  m  ^  I  1 fa^rt ^  «rr?r 3?)i w  
? f ir  s tp rH t ^ret I  1 T t  ? ? w  ^  i f  f t  
TZT  I ,  Sfjft f c * f r  i f  Sfft f w
T 3 T  |  I

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER; What I 
am saying is that if there is to be a 
discussion about power failure all over 
the country, it should be on a separate 
motion. I am not saying fhat is un­
reasonable. But, this is a limited dis­
cussion confined only to Delhi

tit f a * w  : sror ^ r a r c r t  a n q rf t q f
^  f^RP" t̂ft rf ^ W  ’ETRW 
^  3 f *  i f  w f  q- 3TT^ ? t  ap*T T O T  J f  

^*T*fTT t^T I fasft &
t o t t  v r s r c r a r t  1 mQTT%%wwtif 
tit farsRtV * tm f | 1 ?rt fo r  f*r 
r̂rara- ^  *tt **#r ? vr« xm

ftr«nff *sfr tit $ 1  * f  *?rrir ft? wrarr 
a r a m  qSt f t r f e r  %  ^  3f 3 *  %  a ft  
* f j t o  w  *  w ? r  *rrfa ? r |  «rr 

* r f f  1 q * i f  *p r f o r  f a r *  T ^ t  v t o r t  %
ftptr 3RT9T w ,  *̂T ?R f W  iHWvll *1$
f w  Tfr t, *ptt«t fep w  ^rr ^t 
T p l  I

w t cR f ?r»r!frf̂ T 
5nfr»r %0srcr i c r m | T  % ^ r ? « ^ t  % s f f a  

t r w f t  «ft *rs*it I  I #?ft
P̂fT̂  Op ^  *T̂ fTTT *TT f^fT T̂fff 

?rs# ?»r % TRTfft ?r ^  w  f̂ nsRr 
%?? sfar ?rrf sr ^ rrft ?r it  stt̂ tt 

?r>r ^ t̂ w% ^=r ”PT i

s t  t o  q ^ ,  1 9 7 1  a n srf ir

JTFT «TT ?TTf
5=rf T r ^ n f t  ^ n f  ?t”  i f i r r  ^  ?ri«r ? t n #  

t  far % f̂ r̂ T %?? n f̂̂ nrr’TTHt 
^ t  ?r?^rr ft  H T ^ f t  i f r  f ^ f T

t o *  ir  " i t t x t t — n i F f r  m  
wtpft ?

T r f t  i n f t a r  ? r ? ^ r  i t  ^ f t

. 3 R R  f j f t  % % f ? R  ^  7 P T

srr̂ TT t o t t  f  fa: ^  n r  ^  qfVzrt̂ RT 
^  % t m - pĝ rFr wsfrrfr
?frr «ptfpt % 5tV fspr̂ rq-or
^  tw  «F T# I P*r T O T  
J F̂TT TTf^r  ̂f
f  I ^  t o #  Sf far te n r, 5To «fto flt’r 
h i^ ^ tt  m fa n  w  ^t Tfr |, %far?r 
?|f n̂cr % T̂JT T̂rT ’STO 

^  far ajf TRtrpft % tit* ^ *̂T 

m r e m f t  eft ^ t r  ^ f r  tit t s w t  ?f f t  i

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA 
(Beguaarai'l Mr. Deputy- Speaker, 
Sir, it was indeed a tragedy of 
the first magnitude that power
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was restored to Parliament to am* 
end any part of the Constitution but 
electric power went in Delhi for quite 
a few hours. There was an un­
precedented crisis; it has been charac­
terised to be the worst ever power 
crisis in Delhi. We, the MJPs and 
other VJ-Ps, that is, the President, the 
Prime Minister and others have be­
come the objects of joke. We are 
being advised not to return to our 
bouse this night because we may face 
a very uncomfortable situation there. 
Some suggest there might be a great 
problem for the Chair to permit so 
many persons in the galleries tomor­
row. There jnay be over-flowing gal­
leries tomorrow because many gentle­
men and ladies would not find their 
homes very comfortable in the ab­
sence of electricity.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Then I
will speak tomorrow.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER' A very 
revealing statement!

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
Mr. Indrajit Gupta politely advised 
the Minister Dr. Rao, to resign on this 
issue. May I ask whether he is satis­
fied with the functioning of the other 
departments? That is the difference 
between me and him. I do not find 
the performance of any other depart­
ment anv better than that of Dr. K 
L. Rao. At least I must say, nobody 
is such a picture of humility and has 
so much knowledge about his depart­
ment, as Dr. Rao. To my mind, all 
elements making for a near crisis 
are converging on the country. It 
seems to us that we are ready in, the 
midst of a crisis. We have got food 
shortge, coal shortage, cement short­
age, transport shortage—which sector 
is not a shortage sector is difficult for 
us to say. But the Government seems 
to be luxuriating in the warm-bath of 
complacency. Therefore we find this 
crisis having descended on us yester­
day. This crisis did not descend on 
us all o f a sudden. This has been ma­
turing for quite gome time. Govern­
ment also had sufficient warning about 
it Hay r sfey witli a certain amount of

responsibility that I had been inform­
ed that even yesterday, quite a few 
hours before the power failure actual­
ly occurred, Dr. Rao had known about 
what was coming in the evening at
5 O’clock and he had had some kind 
of confabulation with the Prime 
Minister. He might not agree with it, 
because whenever the Prime Ministei 
is sought to be involved in these 
matters, the ministers very jealously 
want to safeguard her reputation. 
That is natural. There had been 
deterioration in the relationship 
between the IAS officers and the 
engineers for quite some time. What 
was the Government doing? Is it the 
fault of Dr. Rao or of the Labour 
Minister? What is the Labour Minis­
ter doing about this matter all the 
time? My hon. friend is a labour 
leader and he would never put the 
blame on the head of the Labour 
Minister for the worsening labour 
situation in the country.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Let him 
make up his mind as to whom he is 
attacking—me or the Government.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
I thought if I am attacking the Gov­
ernment, the attack automatically 
passes on to him also!

The engineers had been demanding 
the appointment of a technically 
qualified person as the General 
Manager of DESU for quite some 
time They had submitted a memo­
randum to the Prime Minister. What 
has happened to that memorandum? 
If they did not have any idea about 
how things are going to shape in the 
future, I do not think they deserve to 
be where they are. They ought to 
have known that trouble was brewing 
for some time and that it will take 
a serious dimension. Is it a fact that 
a memorandum has been submitted 
to the Prime Minister with an ulti­
matum that if action was not taken 
within a particular period, then the 
consequences would be the entire re­
sponsibility of the Government of 
India? If that was the ultimatum 
given to them, then I ask whether the 
entire blame does not now rest on
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them because they did not take action 
with regard to this memorandum in 
tune?

I do not agree with the thesis of 
iome of my hon. friends that this is 
part of the power crisis in the entire 
country. If it is a part of the power 
crisis in the entire country then the 
only common factor could be the 
mechanical failure. What else? If 
it is not mechanical failure, if it is 
human failure, then of course there 
may be variations in the relationship 
everywhere. If it had been mechani­
cal failure, do my hon. friends suggest 
that every clerk has got the same age 
and same longevity? This is some­
thing very amazing to suggest; it is 
an astounding proposition. I am 
trying to argue before the House 
whether the reason could be the same 
for the power crisis which overtook 
the five plants in Delhi yesterday. 
How could the factor for failure be 
common for all the five plants? So, 
I completely agree with the view of 
the hon. Minister, as was reported in 
some newspapers, that it ts not a 
mechanical failure, it is a human 
failure. The human failure can take 
so many forms and I am not prepared 
to figure out all the aspects of the 
human failure in this matter, but it 
indeed seems to be a human failure. 
And if it is a case of human failure, 
my submission is that this human 
failure came about because there had 
been failure on the part of the ad­
ministration to respond to some of 
the legitimate demands and to do 
what was required to be done for im­
proving the relationship amongst the 
various sections of the administration 
there.

Therefore, I would like to know 
whether the government came to 
know yesterday that there was an 
impending power crisis in the even­
ing. My submission is that the Gov­
ernment were informed about it even 
then and they did not take any action. 
If it is a fact that they had got the 
information but they had no capacity

to master the crisis, then the country 
must be made to know that anything 
can happen in the capital city ot 
Delhi and, therefore, also in other 
parts, of the country. They had in­
formation about the crisis but they 
simply did not have the capacity 
to master the crisis. Then, did the 
Minister of Irrigation and Power have 
any consultation with the Labour Min­
istry with regard to this? If so, what 
action had they been taking jointly in 
order to improve the situation there? 
If the Prime Minister had taken in­
terest in this after the memorandum 
had been submitted to her with an 
ultimatum that certain things must be 
done within a particular period, then 
what exactly did the Prime Minister 
do in this matter?

18 hrs.

SHRI SAMA3 GUHA (Contai): 
What about my Half-An-Hour Dis­
cussion’  The hon. Speaker had cate­
gorically said that this Discussion 
will be deferred to tomorrow and that 
the Half-An-Hour Discussion will 
start at 6 O’clock. This is what was 
said by him.

THE MINISTER OP PARLIA­
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI K. 
RAGHU RAMAIAH): I remember to 
have heard the hon. Speaker to say 
that if this Discussion swallows the 
Half-An-Hour Discussion, it will go 
to another day.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr.
Samar Guha, in the first place, it has 
not been brought to my notice that 
the Speaker had said so. All that I 
could hear in the morning was that 
the Minister will not be here tomor­
row and he asked that this Discussion 
might take place day after tomorrow. 
But since it is so very urgent, it 
seems, the House decided that the 
Discussion must take place today in 
order to afford the Minister an op­
portunity to reply to the debate.

I do not know what the hon S t o ­
ker said about the Half-An-Hour Dto*



cussion. I have not been told any­
thing. But somehow I felt that what 
he had said was that after this Dis­
cussion was concluded, the Half-An- 
Hour Discussion will be taken up or 
it will be taken up on some other day.
It will not be written off but it will 
be taken up on some other day. If 
he has given that assurance, I think, 
we should continue with this Dis­
cussion.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: I had to
go to Calcutta yesterday for a very 
pressing business. Only because 1 
got the Half-An-Hour Discussion 
today on land reforms which I consi­
dered to be more important, I 
deferred my going to Calcutta. I 
am going tomorrow early morning to 
Calcutta. I have my party conference 
there. It wil not be possible for me 
to stay here. I am very sorry to say 
that I do not agree to this. This is a 
very important Half-An-Hour Discus­
sion I got the impression this morn­
ing that this will be taken up at 6 O' 
clock.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: The
subject of Mr. Samar Guha’s Half-An- 
Hour Discussion is no doubt very 
important. There is no doubt about 
it This may be taken up on some 
other day that suits him. This Dis­
cussion on power crisis will have no 
meaning unless we hear the Minister 
today.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The mat­
ter is so simple. If Mr. Samar Guha 
agrees, when he comes back, it may 
be taken up at that time.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: If this Dis­
cussion is concluded, say, within half 
an hour, then my Half-An-Hour Dis­
cussion may be taken up at 6-30 p.m 
t  am prepared to stay here.

H&L DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I fully 
ejijW w ith Mr. Samar Guha. If we 
can Confine the rest of the discussion 
to half an hour, then we can take up 
the Half-An-Hour Discussion also at 
«-30 *.M.
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SHRI K. RAGHU RAMAIAH: The 
hon. Member, Shri Samar Guha, is 
willing to have it on next Wednes­
day.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER; That is 
all right now.

Almost all the parties have spo­
ken....

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I want
to rise above the party and speak.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I do 
not want to shut out anybody. Under 
the Rules, one hour is allotted. Of 
course, it is upto the House to ex­
tend the time. Even so, I think, 
there should be a time-limit fixed.

Shri B. V. Naik—not more than 
five minutes.

18.05 hrs.

[SHRI K. N. Ttw ary in the Chair J.

SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): I
would like to know from the hon. Min­
ister what are the costs involved in 
these strikes. There are direct costs 
as well as indirect costs because of 
lack of production. I want to know 
whether certain studies have been 
made, wherever the engineers have 
gone on strike, in regard to indirect 
and direct costs because that also 
causes a phenomenal loss.

The hon. members of the Opposi­
tion are laying the blame based upon 
the rumours that have been spreading 
around in the city of Delhi, and there 
has been a persistent effort that has 
been made in order to build up a sort 
of tension and suspense a* though 
something is going to befall us the 
moment we go out. With due defer­
ence to the hon. members, Mr. Mishra 
and others, I would like to say that 
we are prepared to meet any contin­
gency that will come in public life, 
and one night’s black-out is not going 
to scare us out o f our beds. I do not 
know why they are gloating over such 
a small matter. We need not get 
seared as tar as these matters axe
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concerned, We are in public life. 
(Interruptions) We need not be scared 
about it. Yesterday all of us have 
gone through the darkness I am 
quite sure that the Opposition is pre­
paring in its own way and tomorrow 
they would like to say that the Sun 
will never rise. I would like to hon. 
Minister to come out with a categorical 
statement. ..(Interruptions)

^  *£ t  fa  *  tfter 1 1

q-jR: jmr^rr f  <t> tfrrw

cwsftai w f  t  ’
SHRI B. V. NAIK: A very plain 

and simple statement has been so 
much perverted and distorted. I would 
request a certain rectification in the 
thinking processes of the hon. mem­
bers I hope the hon. Minister will
be able to tell us categorically___
(Interruptions) As far as VIP status 
is concerned, we care two hoots. We 
do not want light. We have been able 
to burn candle lights and we will burn 
it. (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, order. Will 
the hon members tell me once and for 
all whether any hon. Member has got 
the freedom of expression in thi* 
House’

SHRI B V. NAIK' The Opposition 
should respect democratic processes.

I hope, we will be in a position to 
rertore the power failure. It is not 
nece^spry for us to take kindergarten 
lessons out of the book of Mr Che 
Guvera as far as urban terrorism Is 
concerned.

I am sure, the Government is equip­
ped to meet all these contingencies 
end I would like Dr. K. L. Rao Who 
has done wonderful work in the Min­
istry of Power and Irrigation, in spite 
of difficulties, to get up and say that 
we will be able to restore normalcy.

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO 
(Kanmnagar): It is a matter of great 
shame that the capital of this country 
has to face power crisis. I am told 
that for this matter, for the failure of 
these machines, the Power Minister is 
not responsible. He has already sub­
mitted so many schemes to the Cabi­
net, to the Finance Ministei and to the 
Planning Minister. They ate not at 
all sanctioning those schemes. How 
can he be held responsible for all 
these things’  Shri Indrajit Gupta de­
manded his resignation. They wanted 
the blood of Dr. K. L. Rao. Why do 
you hesitate to 90 after the blood of 
other gentlemen who are responsible 
for this? This is what I would ask 
these people. Dr. K. L. Rao is not 
responsible for this. The Planning 
Minister and the Finance Minister, 
both of then are responsible for this. 
He wanted to import certain sophisti­
cated machines for this purpose. But 
unfortunately the Finance Ministry 
and the Planning Ministry are coming 
m the way of that. This is not for 
Delhi alone, but for the whole of the 
country.

I am reminded of one story. Timur 
came invading this country One Re»i*i 
said, let him come; he has not reach­
ed Punjab, he has not come to Pani- 
pat. But ultimately be came here. We 
know what happened. The fame thirr; 
is happening here with regard to this 
matter Power crisis is there in Rvas- 
than Punjab, Haryana, Tamil Nadu 
and Andhra Pradesh. Everywhere there 
is power failure. Now this has reach­
ed DeJM also. This is the capital city 
All embassies are stationed here. What 
will be the impression in their mind? 
about our country? If the capital 
is in such a stuation, what about the 
States’  The Finance Minister and the 
Planning Minister are not cooperating, 
with you If it is so, you may c le a n  
tell us.

*rV 3 * 0  w f f  
qytor, f  a y  w i t

if&rr
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): I 
want first of all to thank the hon. 
Members for having taken interest in 
the subject and shown considerable in­
terest m the development of power in 
the country in general and in Delhi in 
particular.

I shall deal very briefly with the 
particular accident that has occurred 
and later on, if you would permit me 
some time, I shall try to answer some 
o f the questions and some of the points 
that have been raised, especially by 
one' of the respected leaders in this 
House whom I have seen for very long 
as a very distinguished Member of 
Parliament, namely Shri Indrajit 
Gupta.

About this particular accident, the 
position is as follows. Nobody new 
anything about it. In fact, when I 
was answering a question in Parlia­
ment, I said that so far as Delhi was 
concerned, there was no question of 
any shortage. That is, because in 
Delhi we have 380 MW power as 
against a demand of 250 to 290 MW. 
So, we have got a very good margin, 
a margin which does not exist any­
where else in the whole country We 
are also going to add another 100 MW 
this year whereas the load is going to 
grow up by only another 50 MW. So, 
at the end of the Fourth Plan, we shall 
have a comfortable margin in Delhi. 
Therefore, there is no question of any 
power crisis or power shortage or 
anything of that sort arising in Delhi.

As I said, we never new anything 
about It earlier. Shri Shyamnandan 
Mishra has asked this question specifi­
cally, ana that is why I am replying 
to this question. I never knew any­
thing about it. I was in my office at 
about 5.30 p.m. and I came to know 
about this, only afterwards; the first 
time that I came to know about this 
accident was at 6 p.m. Details were 
not reported to me even a* six O’ clock, 
and I never knew any particulars 
«bout the accident 1  never met the

Prime Minister in that connection, and 
I never had any discussion with her 
at all about this, because we never 
knew anything about this. I am men­
tioning all this, because stories are 
built up like that, and somebody was 
telling that there was going to be an 
accident, and people would be going 
out in darkness, etc. It is very unfor­
tunate that such rumours should go 
about from any distinguished mem* 
bers such as we have here.

What happened was this. I heard 
about it at about six O’ clock. The 
accident occurred at 5.30 P*m.» and 
then at six O’ dock I heard about it 
and I immediately rushed to the 
power-house. What happened there 
was this. There are two machines in 
stations A  and 8  near Raj ghat, very 
old ones, and five machines in station
C.

AN HON. MEMBER: Older than the 
hon. Minister?

DR. K. L. RAO; Not older than I; 
they are much younger than L These
machines are about thirty or forty 
years old. I have to answer the ques­
tion of distinguished Members because 
they have the privilege to say anything 
they like in this Hall, and I know that.

Out of these five machines, two 
machines have been working very 
satisfactorily. In fact, w<* are produc­
ing more power here in Delhi. From 
here, we are contributing power to 
UP and Haryana. We have been 
supplying this surplus power very 
steadily and very well from Delhi.

There is one line connecting Ballabh- 
garh with station C; that is a 220 KV 
line, which is a high tension line. At 
about 5.30 p.m. what happened was 
this. We do not know the exact rea-> 
sons, an^ they have got to be a seer- 
tained. I do not want to prejudice 
the inquiry committee and tell them 
anything about it in advance. At 5.30 
P*m- what happened was that on that 
line, on one o f the lines there had 
been earthing. An earthing of a high
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tension line means that immediately 
the whole current passes to the earth. 
This is a very big shock. How that 
has happened is a matter to be ascer­
tained, and this is not a matter for 
inference or anything of that sort, be­
cause there is an automatic instrument 
there which registers it. The first 
thing that was got registered 
was that on the 220 KV line, there 
were three wires, and one of the 
wire got grounded, the moment 
it got grounded, a heavy current 
passes to the earth and the heavy cur­
rent passes through so many machines 
wormg, because they are on a com­
mon busbar. Some hon. Members were 
asking why it was that all the five 
machines stopped. The reason is that 
all of them were working on a common 
busbar, and so as soon as that ground­
ing took place, all the five machines 
went out. How this happened is still 
a matter to be discussed, whether it 
was an accident or whether it was due 
to birds, because birds also could do 
that, or whether any particular em­
ployee from among so many em­
ployees who are dissatisfied with the 
employment and so on in the electrical 
Held had thrown a wire across the line 
If you just throw a wire across the 
high tension line, it can easily bo 
grounded, and any system in the world 
can be completely trot mto very great 
disaster by iust throwing a wire ac- 
iocs the live wires This has occurred 
everywhere in the world. So, tKs i<< 
nothing surprising. This is nothing 
new to Delhi.

That is why in the terms of refer- 
pnee of the inquiry committee I have 
specifically mentioned as one of the 
terms, whether it is possible for us 
to have equipment which can isolate 
one machine after the other, so that 
even If one machine is gone or it goes 
completely out, the other machines 
will keep on working. It was not that 
I did not know about these things. 
These machines were on a common 
busbar and that was why this kind of 
thing happened. Some people have

nude some fun about it, I would sub­
mit that it is not a matter for fun. 
These are technical facts and matters 
of technical design.

So what happened was that at 5.30 
p.m. a fault occurred in the 220 KV 
line. Immediately there was a heavy 
rush of current, just like a lightning. 
When there is a lightning and it gets 
connected to the earth, everything will 
be completely fused in that part. The 
machines have got safety devices and 
they have cut it off; otherwise, the 
machines would have been spoiled. 
Those acted and all the machines got 
out of commission.

In the case of steam trubines, the 
difficuly is that it takes a considerable 
time to put it back in order. The whole 
thing gets cooled and then it has to be 
heated back to a particular tempera­
ture At that particular stage when the 
necessary temperature is attained the 
machine is started and gradually the 
load is put on. It is not like a machine 
where if you simply switch on, powei 
will be generated It is not like a 
hydro-plant as in Bhakra where if you 
open a valve, power will be generated 
It is not so in the case of thermal sta­
tions. In the case of thermal station, 
it is a very sensitive equipment On<» 
has to very carefully bring it up 01 
bring it down; otherwise, there will 
be explosions and vibrations.

These machines that we have got are 
doing very well. It is not a maihime 
trouble. The hon? Member for Nilgiris 
was mentioning that the machines tre 
all old, outdated and so on. All the 
machines have been working very well. 
In fact, the efficiency of the&e ma­
chines we have got here is very high,
I am very glad about it.

We have no spare machines either 
Generally for a station of this type, we 
would keep a spare machine so that 
when one of the machines is taken out 
for repairs and so on, the spare ma­
chine could be used. In this cas«, be­
cause of the emergency and tho neces­
sity for putting all of tihem to u$e, we
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did not have a spare machine The 
machines are all working all the hours 
of the day for the last six months 
continously and they have given an 
extremiely good performance. Even 
now the machines are all quite good. 
The only unfortunate occurrence is 
the accident that hag happened.

Who has done this, whether it has 
been done artificially or by a human 
agency, I do not know. That is for the 
Inquiry Committee to find out. But 
what I found when I went there was 
that there was some friction between 
the engineers and the workers. The 
engineers were in the control room. 
The workers, the people who open the 
valves or work on the boilders and 90  
on, were all there. I detected a con­
flict between these two. The engineers 
were in a nervous condition because 
these workers who belong to a parti­
cular union were gathered outside the 
FPl* under a particular gentleman, a 
particular leader, who I do not want 
to name, were shouting against the 
engineers that they would kill them, 
burn the machines, the equipment, 
their cars and so on. So the engineers 
were all agitated. They were not 
looking so much to the restoration of 
the machines.

,So I sat down there. I said. 'No,
I will not leave this place. Do not 
worry about these things’. The people 
outside the gate were not allowing 
even water or meals or coffee to be 
brought. This kind of things was going 
on; So I and my Secretary in the 
Ministry of Irrigation and Power, both 
of us, stayed on (Interruptions)

Our immediate object was to restore 
the power, because the peonle of 
Delhi cannot be made to suffer. There­
fore, we wanted to have the machines 
restored to functioning immediately. 
But I found that the engineers were 
in a nervous condition. And on the 
other side were these workers making 
noise* at the gate and so on. So I 
decided to flay cm. I stayed on till 2 
a.m. At 1 a„m. I called for the police

Another thing happening was that 
when the engineers were trying to 
develop the machines and run them, 
some unidentified people were swit-

- ching it off. When the boilder was 
coming up, they were cutting off the 
oil. These are all things that happen 
when the human passions are roused. 
I do not know how this conflict has 
come about. I never know that there 
is a human conflict in this particular 
case.

So I called for the police. But they 
did not want to interfere. Then 1 
said I would not leave the place be­
cause these are very costly machines 
and if anything happened to them, we 
would not have power in Delhi for 
four or five years. It takes that much 
time for a station like this to be deve­
loped. I did not want Delhi to be 
deprived of power for four years.

So I sat there and told the engineers 
‘do not worry; I will be here1. After­
wards, the police agreed. I am glad 
the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi, 
Shri Kapur, came and said *It is all 
right. I will take care of this’. But I 
stated two conditions, that there 
should be no conflict between these 
two sets of people, the equipment, 
whatever happens, must be kept com­
pletely safe. He said he will take 
care of this. Under these conditions, I 
left the place at about 2.30 a.m.

What I want to submit is that the 
accident has occurred. This type of 
nccident occurs everywhere. In fact, 
in New York State, five or six years 
ago, an accident occurred which throw 
the entire State of New York—not the 
New York City alone, but the entire 
State of New York,—into darkness*, 
and out of gear. There was complete 
darkness for three to four days. One 
thme has to be explained: in a preat 
system of electricity, while we are all 
happy to share its benefits, we must 
also be prepared to face the disadvan- 
hge that arises from it sometimes but 
not always.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
Why do you lay stress on the accident
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when you saw the lack of co-opera- 
tion?

DR, K. L. RAO: Well, what I said 
was that there was an accident that 
occurred. How that occurred, I do not 
know. How that has happened and so 
on, has to be found from the Com­
mittee’s enquiry. What I want to sub­
mit in continuation is that in the 
morning they started the machines, 
and those two machines, A & B, were 
started last night itself, and today we 
have got three machines. These three 
machines aie sufficient for giving elec­
tricity for the whole of the city. An­
other machine is also expected to be 
received. Therefore, there should be 
no difficulty for the generation of 
electricity for the city today.

Shri Naik said that these things do 
happen now and then. It is something 
different from the shortage of power 
that is prevalent in the country. This 
is not a shortage ol power. It is an 
accident that has occurred, but it is a 
deplorable accident no doubt; how that 
has occurred I do not know. That is 
why I have appointed a committep 
consisting a very high technical men 
including one of the military-engi- 
neers also. I wanted to get them there 
to have their way of thinking and so 
on. This committee is to find out the 
reasons, the causes of this accident 
that has occurred and to fix the res­
ponsibility.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: May I
know the personnel of the committee?

DR. K. L RAO: They are all techni­
cal men, and so I did not want to 
waste the time of the Hojse. But 1 
will certainly read it out. Mr. M. 
Tatta R-. J, a member of the Central 
Water and Power Commission; then, 
Mr. Lakshmipati. These are some of 
the topmost men in thermal engineer 
ing. Mr. Lakshmipati is a former Chief 
Engineer. Then, there is Maior-Gen. 
Poduva, Commander, Headquarter 
Technical Group; then Mr. Joshi, the 
Chief Ei gineer in charge of the

Koradi power station. He is an ex­
tremely good engineer with the Maha­
rashtra State Eelectricity Board; and 
then Mr. Sinha, Chief Engineer,. 
CWPC, who will be the Secretary of 
the committee.

The terms of reference are. to in- 
vestigate the causes of the complete 
breakdown of the power supply in the 
Indraprastha power station in Delhi 
metropolitan area and to ascertain, 
in particular, whether it was due to 
equipment failure or due to failure of 
the transmission system; to fix the 
responsibility lor such a breakdown 
and to suggest the appropriate re­
medial measures of a technical nature 
after examining in detail the power 
station design, the switching and con­
trolling arrangements, the transmis­
sion network, in order to ensuie that 
such breakdowns do not recur in 
future. These faults do occur in the 
transmitting system and we have got 
to protect our equipment and isolate 
the equipment as fast as possible

What I submit is that so far as the 
accident that has occurred yesterday 
is concerned, it has nothing to do with 
— (Interrutpions) Oh, I didn’t say it. 
It is the 15th May. 15 days’ time is 
given. Now, what I say is, while it is 
indeed extremely regrettable, this is 
one of the things that do happen. That 
is one of the accidents that may 
occur anywhere at any time. So, I do 
not think the House should take such 
a very serious notice except to rectify 
the conditions that are noticed on this 
occasion and to see that the conflict 
between the sets of forces that are 
working in this power house is re­
solved; that conflict should be resolved.

Then, Sir, some Members were say­
ing that the V.I.P. areas were lighted. 
It is not like that. As I submitted, 
there are two sources for power-one 
from Bhakra system and the other is 
from the local thermal station 40 per 
cent of Delhi is covered by Bhakra 
Power. It just happened and so it is 
not a question o f V.I.Ps, or V.P.Is.
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Then, some hon. Members were ask­
ing about Sivasankar Committee. I 
have replied earlier. Perhaps the 
hon. Members were not there at that 
time. What has happened is this. 
There is an Officers’ Association here 
m Delhi and the engineers had a cer­
tain grievance, as anybody else has got 
now-a-days, and they all represented. 
And I appointed a Committee just to 
assist the local Delhi Municipal Cor­
poration. That Committee consisted of 
Shri Sivasankar and two others. They 
submitted their final report just now— 
in the month of March. I immediate­
ly passed on that report to Delhi 
Electric Supply Undertakings autho­
rity. They approved of the scales of 
pay. Then they sent it on to the 
Delhi Municipal Corporation. The
D.M.C., when it was put up to them, 
rejected it on the ground that there 
was no translation in Hindi or Urdu. 
It must have been translated. The 
hon Member yesterday was saying 
that Instead of translating that in 
Urdu or Hindi, it should have been 
done in Hindustani. Whatever it is, 
it will be done in a month’s time. As 
I said yesterday, the recommendations 
are quite acceptable and there should 
be no difficulty. I do not think there 
would be any difficulty in implement­
ing that.

DR. KAILAS (Bombay South): 
Whether payment will be made in 
Hindi or Urdu’  Will that be all 
right?

DR. K. L. RAO: It should be in 
terms of rupees. I have gone through 
the Committee’s Report. And so far 
as scales of pay are concerned, they 
are quite reasonable. Whatever Shri 
Sivasankar has recommended will be 
given with retrospective effect.

Then Shri Indrajit Gupta made it an 
occasion to say something about the 
power shortage. Unfortunately he 
was not available at the time of my 
reply to the hon. Members in my 
budget speech. I must seek your par­
don if I repeat.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: I want 
to ask one question about this matter. 
You told us just now that you were 
there last night in the late hours. 
You were conscious about this ten­
sion between two sections of staff— 
the engineers and the workers. Did 
you albo get any evidence of tension 
or ill-feelings or strain between the 
engineers and the Chairman of the 
Electric Supply Undertakings?

DR. K. L. RAO: I did see that. We 
ai taking necessary action to rectify 
these things. That is a human psycho­
logy.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: D id^he 
engineers represent about their giev- 
ance about the treatment given or be­
haviour of that gentleman?

DR. K. L. RAO: As I submitted
earlier, there was a conflict between 
them. I referred the matter to the 
Labour Department. With the Labour 
Commissioner 1 had a discussion. He 
said that it was something connected 
with the law and order. That wa* 
what he said. Anyway, I sought his 
advice to sort out the differences. At 
least the human relationship conies in 
there. I think that is not a difficult 
problem. This thing has got to be 
sorted out. I am sure we will do it. 
One thing is that when there is excite­
ment, we have to ensure that the 
power station being a very valuable 
one has got to be guarded. I have 
taken precautions. I requested the 
Military Engineers to go there to see 
to it. They must have gone there by 
this time. This will create a psycho­
logical feeling. All our operators are 
there. They are extremely good boys 
doing quite a good work.

DR. K. L. RAO: Similarly I met to­
day a number of officers of the 
C.W.P.C. as also the engineers con­
cerned. They are very good. In the 
Power Station there is one Mr. Basu,



an extremely valuable type of man, 
and then there is one Shri Chopra, 
Deputy Chief Engineer whom the hon. 
Member Shri Kachwai mentioned. 
They are all able engineers.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
He was gheraoed

DR. K. L. RAO: Had I known it, I 
would have gone there and get him 
relieved. All these things came to my 
notice only later on. I did not know 
it earlier. When I went tnere I want­
ed to divert their attention to the re­
pairing ana bringing back of the ma­
chine to order. I encouraged them to 
do that.

So far as the Delhi power station is 
concerned, it is very good. The ma­
chines are very good The operators 
are very fine people and their effici­
ency is good. But there is a human 
conflict and that has got to be resolved 
and all the tensions have to go.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA| 
How much power is available a*- 
against the requirement of 250 MW’

DR. K L. RAO: The power is avail­
able

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA. 
Ts it available out of those five plants 
or you have to divert from Bhakra?

DR K. L. RAO: Bhakra is in such a 
tight corner as it is supplying power 
to Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana. 
Rut we are getting some power frorr 
there also 3 machines have been 
started and their total capacity is 
about 160 to 170 MW. This is in addi­
tion, to what we get from Bhakra nor-
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mally. Actually these is *  large 
amount of surplus power. But the 
starting of these machines has to be 
done very carefully. At 4 pan. they 
were taking a load of 100 Or so aa 
against 140 MW. Every half an hour 
they go on increasing. They are also 
putting another machine. I do not 
think there should be any difficulty at 
all.

Mr. Indrajit Gupta referred to the 
fact that power shortage occurs in this 
country very often. I want to tell a 
few facts about it. The power short­
age is a characteristic of any growing 
nation. Even USSR, which has got 
200 million KW of power, is short of 
power. Even in USA there is short­
age of power .. (Interruptions) I wilt 
come nearer home. In Rajasthan the 
load was 4.8 million KW hours a day 
in October. In the shortage period it 
increased by 2 million KW hours. In 
the month of March one or two un 
went out of order. So. the shortage 
was felt. This is bound to happen.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
When was the ultimatum submitted?

DR K L. RAO: I find that hon 
Members are anxious to tfo home to 
see the lights. So, I want to submit 
that so far as power system in Delhi is 
concerned, it is quite sound and there 
is nothing to worry about. If a cer­
tain amount of break-down occurs 
like this, we cannot help it because it 
is beyond us But we will take every 
step to see that this does not recur.

18.47 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
April 26,1973/Vaisakha 6, 1895 (Saka) .
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