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I  then stated that the Director-Ge
neral. Mines Safety, was on leave on 
the day of the accident, as he Was 
reported to have had a heart attack. 
I find, however, that this is based on 
a misunderstanding of the facts. I 
am authoritatively informed that the 
Director-General, Mines Safety, was 
on casual leave from 21-2-1973 on ac
count of heart trouble and resumed 
duty on 5-3-1973. On the day of the 
accident, he was on duty but has been 
advised by the doctors to avoid stre
nuous work. Hence the Deputy-Di- 
rector General, Mines Safety, is at 
present carrying out the duties of the 
Director-General, Mines Safety, in the 
field, under the immediate guidance 
and instructions of the Director-Gene
ral. He was present at the scene of 
the accident as I had already inform
ed the House. I thought I should in
form the House of the correct position 
as soon as I came to know of it.

16.13 hrs.
r Shrimati Sheila Katjl in the Chair1
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (RAIL

WAYS), 1973p74—Oantd.

SHRI B. R. SHUKLA (Bahraich): 
Mr. Chairman, while supporting the 
demands of the Railway Ministry, I 
would like to focus the attention of 
the hon. Minister on the longstanding 
demand of the people of Bahraich for 
the stopping of 80 Dn Avadh-Tirhut 
Mail at Jarwal Road station. All the 
trams which start in the night from 
Delhi reach Lucknow in the morning, 
and the only train which is available 
after the arrival of these trains from 
Delhi which could enable passengers 
to reach Bahraich is the Avadh-Tirhut 
Mail. The Avadh-Tirhut Mail passes 
through the district of Bara Bank! 
and then through the territory of the 
district of Bahraich and then it rea
ches Gonda. So, a certain part of the 
Bahraich district falls in between Bara 
Banki and Gonda, -but unfortunately, 
this train while passing through the 
only railway station in the district of 
Bahraich does not stop there. The

result is that the persons who start 
from Delhi and reach Lucknow in the 
morning, can reach Bahraich and other 
parts only in the evening by 5 p.m. 
by getting another train at Gonda and 
not earlier than that. This point has 
ibeen repeatedly brought to the notice 
of the Minister, while Shri Hanuman- 
thaiya was the Railway Minister, but 
I regret to submit that the railway 
bureaucracy is entirely wooden and 
irresponsive and the Minister only 
signs on the dotted line. He does not 
go through the reports of the depart
mental officers who are adamant not 
to listen.

Mr. Chairman, my previous point of 
view was not listened to when I 
brought the matter to the notice of 
the then Railway Minister, and in 
spite of my lound voice it is still being 
ignored. The hon. Minister is busy 
with some important work. From my 
point of view this is the only import
ant point relating to my district. When 
the main railway line touches only 
certain outlying areas in a district, 
and not the district head quarters, 
it is in the fitness of things that the 
mail trains should stop atleast in one 
or two outlying railway stations in 
order to enable the passengers to go 
to the district head quarters... .(In
terruptions) The head quarters of the 
districts in which Khurja is situated 
is Bulandshahar while that of Shiko- 
habad is Mainpuri. In order to cater 
to the needs of the head quarters of 
Bulandshahar and Mainpuri, the trains 
stop at Khurja and Shikohabad. Simi
lar should be the case for stoppage at 
Jarwal road.

If the hon. Minister is not inclined 
to agree to my request, I humbly re
quest him atleast to give me an op
portunity to discuss the matter, be
cause I fear that the Railway depart
ment is very adament and is not pre
pared to listen! to my request at all.

During Parliament Sessions certain 
number of free air journeys are al
lowed to hon. Members of Parliament 
The cost of journey (by air and by air
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• conditioned coach is almost the same 
.and therefore the railway department 
should consider this matter. If any 
hon. Member wants to utilise the air 
conditioned coach in lieu of the free 
air trip which is permissible under 
the rules he should be allowed to do 
80.

This backward regions can be iden
tified by the lack of railway services. 
The whole of Terai that is the eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, is without proper and 
adequate railway facilities. The rail
way line which starts from Gorakhpur 
via Badni and Tulsipur, should go to 
Bhinga in the district of Bahraich. It 
should be connected to Bahraich head
quarters, There should be a railway 
line connecting Maghar via Bhakhira, 
Mehdaval, Sangha, Bassi, Dumaria- 
ganj, reaching Nowgarh. This is all I 
want to submit.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO 
(Mahendragarh): Madam, Chairman, 
within the short time at my disposal, 
I would like to make a brief mention 
on certain points. There is no doubt 
that the Railways have given a mar
vellous account of themselves during 
the last Indo-Pak conflict. In no small 
measure our success was due to the 
efficiency displayed by the railways in 
rushing men and materials where they 
were needed. 1 would also like to give 
due credit to the former Minister, Shri 
Hanumanthayya. But, I am sorry to 
say that for quite some time past the 
Administration has failed to maintain 
the same standard of efficiency. It has 
deteriorated.

The performance of an engine does 
not depend upon its weight. Its power 
to push and poll counts. The present 
minister may be sturdy looking. The 
question is whether he will be able 
to do what Shri Hanumanthayya has 
done when he was the Minister. He 
could kick hard at the bureaucracy 
which is again raising its head. Of 
late we notice that the trains have 
again started running late. Rail tra- 
vel bas become insecure. Corruption

that was rampant in the Department 
is stili going on. There is a great 
need for changing the policy of the 
department in the present context.

Method of recruitment to any post 
remains the same as before. It has 
not been streamlined. Without bribery 
not a single job can be secured in the 
railways, particularly, in Class Ut 
and Class IV as also in Class II. The 
contractors, caterers or vendors are 
getting their licences for money. 
There is very little control that the 
Railway Ministry exercises over the 
working of the caterers. Most of them 
have sub-let their licences.

Just before the former Minister left 
the Department, he sanctioned about 
eight new lines for South India. I 
have no grievance against that. I 
would not even grudge it if the pre
sent Railway Minister sanctions new 
lines for Bihar where they are need
ed. But what I want to say is this. We 
have not learnt any lesson from our 
experience from the last Indo-Pakis- 
tan war of 1971. We have not given 
priority to our defence needs. You 
know, Madam, that beyond Delhi to
wards the west extends our Western 
Front. The country is connected with 
the Rajasthan, Gujarat and Kutch 
sectors by Meter Gauge only. In times 
of war it is absolutely necessary for 
men and war materials to be rushed 
from any part of the country i.e., from 
the East or the South to our Western 
Front. It is therefore, important that 
the railway lines to Bikaner, Jodh
pur, Ahmedabad etc. should be con
verted into bread gauge lines because 
the transhipment will become very 
difficult in times of war. Also there 
must be an' alternate route for the 
defence needs of the country on tine 
Pakistan frontiers. I hope the hon. 
Minister will pay due attention to that.

There has not been a single line 
sanctioned for Haryana in' the post
independence period. There is need 
for new railway lines. Rewari should 
be connected with Rohtak, a very im
portant district headquarter. The
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State Government has been demand
ing a line from Rohtak to Gauhana. 
It would be better if it can be from 
Rewari to Rohtak aotf then to Gau
hana as that would serve a very large 
area which has not got any railway 
line.

I would suggest that to remove re
gional imbalances, it is necessary to 
bring railwaylines into areas which 
are underdeveloped. There should be 
some formula—that should be on po- 
pulation-cum-area-cum mileage basis 
—for construction of new railway line. 
And wherever the State is deficient in 
the matter of railwaylines, that should 
be brought on par with the other de
veloped areas. 1 hope that the hon. 
Minister will find out as to which 
areas have got sufficient length of 
railwaylines and which of them are 
short of them.

There is another point about my 
constituency. Mahendragarh, Naro'aul 
and Khetri have large iron ore and 
copper deposits. To exploit these re
sources fully, it is essential that they 
should be connected by BG line bo 
that coal could come directly to these 
areas and iron ore and copper also 
could be taken out. Now they are 
only on small MG lines and only about 
100 KM from Delhi. 1 would suggest 
that immediately Delhi should be con
nected with Narnaul, Rewari and 
Khetri with BG line. There is the 
Nizampur railhead already for Khetri. 
The line should 'be extended upto 
Khetri.

I hope the minister would think of 
stopping the leakages. If leakages had 
been stopped, there would have been 
no need to increase passenger fares. 
They could bag Rs. 31 crores of addi
tional revenue last year over and 
above their estimates. There is scope 
tor further increase by ending ticket- 
less travel. They have given a relief 
of Rs. 12 crores to third class passen
gers with one hand and they have 
taken Rs, 21 crores with the other 
hand. There should be no need to in
crease freights on fertilisers and things 
like that needed for agriculture. I

would suggest that leakages should 
be stopped and economy effected.

The minister should also reconsider 
his decision to increase fare tor ACC 
to the level of air fare. I am sure 
the railways would suffer immensely 
in revenue because nobody would then 
like to travel by ACC if he has to 
pay the air fare. He should drop this 
increase if he wants that the railways 
should continue to have ACC coaches.

SHRI K. RAMAKRrSHNA REDDY' 
(Nalgonda): Sir, I rise to support the 
Railway Demands for 1973-74. Andhra 
Pradesh is one of the neglected areas 
in the railway map. Since indepen
dence, during the last 25 years, not a 
single line of even 1 KM has been 
granted to toe whole of Andhra Pra
desh. When Telengana was under the 
Nizam’s railways, there was a surplus 
of Rs. 6 crores and an assurance has 
been given that from this amount new 
lines from the erstwhile Hyderabad 
State will be laid down, as for exam
ple, the line from Nadikude to Bibi- 
nagar. If you have any objection to 
start from Nadikude, you can start 
from Bibinagar, which also lies in 
the erstwhile Hyderabad State. 
All MPs from Andhra Pradesh 
have represented jointly to the then 
Railway Minister, Mr. Pai, and the 
Prime Minister and they were kind 
enough to agree to take up this line. 
'The present Railway Minister showed 
a dynamic approach and considering 
the importance of this line, he was 
good enough to say ixi his budget 
speech that this line also is under ac
tive consideration of the Government 
and he would be coming before Par
liament again for supplementary 
grants. I pay my hearty thanks to 
Mr. Mishra and I request him to start 
work on this line immediately. The 
Railway Board has also written a let
ter to the Government o f Andhra Pra
desh to provide land free of cost and 
not to issue fresh bus permits on this 
line.

Even though there was no popular 
government in that region, Shri H. C. 
Sarin took active pert and agreed to*
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the proposal of the Railway Board. 
As Shri Venkatas'ubbaiah has just now 
said, it is not only Maharashtra that 
is donating land. Andhra Pradesh is 
also donating land for this purpose. I 
hope the hon. Railway Minister will 
pay special attention to this line from 
Nadikude to Bibinagar and the con
version of the line from Macherla to 
Guntur, which would reduce the dis
tance from Hyderabad to Madras by 
75 Ion.

There is only one Railway Service 
Commission for two regions, namely, 
Madras and Hyderabad. The result is 
that the Andhra region is receiving 
step-motherly treatment from the 
Railway Service Commission located 
at Madras. There should be a sepa
rate Railway Service Commission at 
Secunderabad. If they are not agree
able to this immediately, at least there 
should he a member in Secunderabad, 
if the Chairman is in Madras, so that 
he can make recruitment for posts 
carrying a salary of Rs. 375 and below 
till permanent commission is arranged 
at Secunderabad.

My hon. friend, Shri Daschowdhury 
refers to the destruction of railway 
property. I would say that the pro
perty destroyed would not be Rs. 20 
crores or 5 crores or even 1 crore; it 
would be less than that. As against 
that, consider the profits made by the 
Southern and South Central Railways 
So, you should not consider only the 
loss.

When it comes to the question of 
trains, all consideration is shown to 
Madras as compared to Hyderabad. 
All the trains like GT, Janata and Ja- 
yanti Janata go to Madras. There is 
no exclusive train to Hyderabad. In 
the Dakhin Express or Link Express 
only half the bogies are up to Hyder
abad; the rest go to Madras. Even 
though we are not expecting a Raj- 
dhani Express to Hyderabad in the 
near future, at least the Link Express 
should be exclusively to Hyderabad. 
A  Jayawti Janata express may also be 
started to Hyderabad in course of 
-time.

In the history of the railways no im
portance is given to the twin cities 
of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. In 
order to meet the metropolitan needs 
of these twin cities, there should be 
a circular line. I hope the Railway 
Minister will look into this and sanc
tion it at an early date.

Lastly, I will repeat the demand 
for the line from Nadikude to Bibi- 
nagar and conversion of the line from 
Macherla to Guntur. I hope the 
Railway Minister will announce them 
in his reply to the discussion on the 
Demands for Grants.
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t  *ft m  w r r  *n^rr g  f a  q?f iprnc 

srtor aft fa% % f , srfafi
H rT T f^ rr^ r ?rcq> Sr * m  | ,  t c h -

qrte qft t o t  $ n rr ?i$f vrm  £  t

'srt sfor w r it  fsRr f̂t fafa^t qft ^  £

TOTTOfe ffa *  w p t  v^rt qw r |, 
t it  e f ^ r ? f t ^ #  «qrcJr$:«tf$tqrrct 
?, \ f v m  *r ^nr fa*r trc qr qrft
11 f  *Tf!rr jj fit? wnr **r ?twj w  
?fVr ^  wrr?r

^  ^Rj«r *£*pt| «rr*r w rw  
% «n»r tc t» $  8TPT Kft 

I  f t  ^  s^sft t  ^  f ^ f t
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w# ffeft | n m  irsjhr-^T t  
«nff t̂efr |Wt i v m  w ir « r  

inftamr ^ t  g ^ r r  # ,

5TTfT H ?TP5Tr 5HIT ^KlT f , »TT^C 5niT f l m
& *% ^ f t  £ tfft* sw O r ^ r  ^rrar
I  i f<R ̂  r̂*r «mfV | %f*R <rw

f t  t o t  1 1  ^  ?ft t o t  «t w
^t arwr * tf^ -*£ p ff % 3r*n% ^  
wr?r ijroff % ^ r  «i|,
3HTRT JPT 3WRT |
« t r  *rc?r « ft f^  i wm  vnr * $  qR 
^ t  ^r$rm v t  ^ ?rt ^  <m f ^  
^  ^  ^  f̂ rsTRT fm ?r^cft |  sftr wt»ff 
qrt w A ,  v t w f ,  ^ r ,  'rft^lR ?n?r 
<r sm^rr, ^ r q r  arrar #  
^  Jr, Jr qf®r ^*%nr i ’sftgff %
^  sfzff i-^ r rr  f f f  % *rnr qft 
^ r r -%  wur t  fa  ?ft ^rr 
smsr ^rr qw r ^ ft% «rnr arsr «rnflr 
«mft |  tit nv* qwr | ,  w
% 5ft? ^  t  m  ^  | 
sfti o t j t  *rffT v ^ p n :  q r q’strr 1 1

# ^  iicff qft v n r A  *ftfir?r f̂ 
Wf^tr ?rr t^t ^ fa  ^  r&
$m ̂ mr |  f ^ r  mq- t o r  
v t  f , grr vx$
% f ^ : ,  irfasr srt ffgfcrcrd gfWff wt ^  
vrit # ^ t  q^t f w t  1 1  
ITPT ^ JP T f TK ^ t o f F T  qft qft 
Wmiz, n̂jT «mft t  fa ?pc 
% ?ft q ^  m  sttbt fa  ^  <fr,csF 
t ,  «n|f ®̂t w<ct ^t ?[ft T^sft
^ r  * m  wra?t wtft ^tt \
«r * mm $***# qft r̂gfiwd' ?r»>
%mvt tm ^rr %t q ^  
*wrer q?t 3?Pft *n?rif ^  | i  w t f a  
t « r « ^ T  »r6w 1 3ft S$rtft v k  q ^ t  
if t  «ft?: ®crn!T?R ^pff ^  q f̂t ^ftq 
mt 1 1 &tft y g f W f  % fat? 
«rrq facRT t  w$, i f T  itfa q  1 writ
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« w t r  1 ^ 0
<n5t ’'PTrT

*n% effa «ri w * r  $r ^  j[  i 
<&£ wrtf «Ar $*rf gr^r *r ?ft 
% $%**rc I, * fffa
* m x  s*$f *smrf % t o  *p^t |, 
ff t^To «far ^  *flpr g, Srfar 
^ro <far w  W9W ift "»j«Rr %
m  t o t  1 1  5*rr **$t ft fa
«w m  *n% «TRTT ft  5ETi q^o <ft® 3TI%
? m  f t , ftraw tm  x v n x  % *arsn% 

wrar |, # 5 * w m t 3* t o  
| »' f  Stwrc qrffo rrftvg g f
*fr ^  wrftrsr f  1 *rrra?t ^  « t f t  
w r r  *rrf^ fa  ^  tft sw?t 
*fH ^ r t  ^ rr f^ -^  ffgO^m 
VT ft  w ^ r  |, arfeff srt Ht*r «ri
«WTCT T O  | 3?R?t v«tft s f w
fosr *r% 1 

spr *r*n>rs r̂r«r t  srrm  ?tf*inr 
swr *prar g 1

PROP. NARAIN CHAND PARA- 
SHAR (Hamirpur): Madam Chair
man, I rise to support the Demands 
presented to the House by the hon. 
Minister of Railways. There are a 
few interesting revelations made by 
the Deputy Minister of Railways yes
terday. In the answer to Unstarred 
Question No. 9894, he has given a list 
of 21 Railway lines or which the sur
veys were conducted in the last three 
years. The House will be shocked to 
know that out of this total number of
21 railway lines, 16 are the ones for 
which the findings are that they are 
unremunerative.

Earlier in answer to Question No. 
3768, the hon. Deputy Minister for 
Railways stated that there are new 
criteria laid down for the setting up 
of new railway lines in the backward 
regions of the country. Now, he de
mands some sort of cooperation and 
contribution from these backward 
States. But, may I pose a simple

Wstfcfa: Who is responsible for the 
backwardness of these States? And, 
are they not taxing the already exist
ing backwardness further by demand
ing this contribution also frotn these 
States? Should not the rich and the 
prospsperous States be taxed further?

It is some sort of injustice with us 
that those areas which have remained 
neglected so far should be further ask
ed to contribute, the State Govern
ments should be asked to contribute, 
the local authorities should be asked 
to contribute, that free land should 
be given, that the cost of manual lab
our should be borne, and then and 
then alone would the authorities of 
the Railway Department condescend 
to grant and sanction the railway 
lines to these areas.

Is this the way to treat these areas 
which have been industrially back
ward, which have been commercially 
backward, which have suffered much, 
which have sacrified for defence of the 
country? Is this a fit asnwer to the 
sort of sacrifices which have been 
made by these areas?

My hon. friend Sardar Darbara 
Singh has brought to your notice how 
freedom-flghters from Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh were ready to be 
handged for the sake of the country. 
But, still, there is no consideration 
given’ to their native areas.

The greatest gift that the hon. 
Railway Minister has brought to 
Himachal Pradesh and the northern 
Punjab is the hope that the Railway 
line from Nangal Dam to Talwara 
would be constructed. But, with it, 
there is another shock which be has 
given to us and that is, that the 
Kangra Valley Railway line is going 
to be sumberged under the rising 
waters of the Pong Dam. With this, 
the whole economy of Himachal Pra
desh would be ruined, for years to 
come. This cannot be rehabilitated 
within two years o* three years sim
ply because the Railway authortUA
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would be ready to construct new 
lines only if the lines are dismantled, 
if the railway stations are set on fire, 
if the guards are murdered etc. and 
then alone, would they be ready to 
give a green signal! This is a stra
nge thing indeed. The soldiers of 
those areas have died for the defence 
<of our country. Those freedom-flghters 
have sacrificed their lives for the 
freedom of the country. Their areas 
are being treated in this way and no 
railway line could be constructed 
within the last three years. I ask: 
“Why do you mete out this sort of 
treatment.

And then, he was given us a clear 
warning to the effect that the new 
lines would be constructed only if 
the five conditions mentioned in ans
wer to Q. No. 3708 are fulfilled by the 
State Governments. These State Gov
ernments have been poor, these areas 
have been backward because the men 
from these areas went to the army. 
This is point number one which I 
would like to mention. This is the 
first reason. The second reason is 
this. Most of the people from these 
areas had been fighting for freedom 
of this country, whether it was in 
Canada, in the case of Kamagatamaru 
or in Singapore and Burma in the case 
of I.N.A. and they were sacrificing 
tthemselves for the country.

So, I think, some consideration 
should be paid to this aspect of the 
matter in respect of those areas which 
have remained industrially back
ward.

1 specifically demand one important 
change in outlook. I demand that 
the railway lines which are to pass 
through the 288 industrially backward 
areas of the country, identified by the 
Planning Comaaission, should be sanc
tioned immediately, without any sort 
•of contribution Irom the local areas 
o r  Governments of the States. Be
cause, if you want to remove th$
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backwardness of these areas, if you 
want to really lessen the regional im
balances and to promote regional 
development, you will have to do this. 
Thefe is no need for starting a subur
ban raiiway for Bombay or a subur
ban railway for Delhi There is no 
fun in giving new lines and convert
ing metre gauge into broad gauge and 
electrifying other tracks. There are 
many people in some of the backward 
areas who have not even seen the face 
of a railway tram. They want the 
green signal and they want that they 
should also be treated at par. There 
is a feeling in the country that the 
Railway authorities show a red sig
nal, and I want to mention that when
ever any proposal is brought forward 
by a Member of Parliament, the Rail
way authorities have taken the great
est pleasure in rejecting that proposal. 
We have made a proposal that a direct 
train may be started from Hoshiarpur 
to Delhi because the railway line from 
Pathankot to Jogindemagar is being 
submerged under water. That request 
has been turned down. We made a 
request that a direct first-class coach 
may be attached from Hoshiarpur to 
Delhi. That request has been turned 
down. We made a request that the 
timings of attaching the direct III class 
railway coach at Jullundur City may 
be adjusted so that the passengers may 
not be stranded for two hours. But we 
have seen this, that the raiiway autho
rities of the Northern Railway take 
sadistic pleasure in seeing to it that 
the Hoshiarpur-bound passengers are 
stranded at Jullundur City for two 
hours Nobody has paid any attention 
to this demand.

Not only this. I want to point qjut 
another thing also. A train from 
Ambala Cantonment to Nangal Dam 
was there two years ago and the 
Railway authorities saw to it that 
tills was discontinued. There was a 
great demand that this train should 
be there and the traffic justified it 
also. So, we want that all these 
matters should be given their due 
priority. The railway timings at 
Jullundur City for direct coach for 
Hoshiarpur be re-adjusted, so that
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the delay by half-an-hour or so 
would actually save two hours for the 
passengers most of whom are ex- 
servicemen or active servicemen.

There is also an. important thing 
which I wish to mention for the atten
tion of the hon. Minister. This is about 
the S.S. Light Railway, from Shadra 
to Saharanpur. A promise was given 
by his predecessor, the hon. Minister, 
earlier about this and we were told 
that that the trains will be started. 
But now, there is no mention at all 
about this, we want to know about 
this and we request him to make a 
special mention about this when he 
replied to the Debate.

I request that the Railway autho
rities should change their attitude 
because, everywhere in the country a 
feeling has grown that in respect of 
whatever the public representatives 
demand, the authorities show a red 
signal to these demands, saying ‘This 
cannot be done, that cannot be done’ 
etc. We do not trying anything for 
simply getting a negative answer. 
We write to the Minister and we give 
suggestions for the convinence of the 
public and the convenience of the 
public should be the first considera
tion. We should give priority to in
dustrial development and defence of 
the country. Those lines which are 
justified bn defence grounds should 
be given urgent heed. Top priority 
should be given to the construction of 
Nangal Dam to Talwara railway line 
in Northern Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh as it is very imoprtant for 
strategic reasons of defence commu
nication systems.

Also, the project railway from Tal
wara to Mukerian should be taken 
over by the Railways, so as to extend 
the line upto Mukerian

With these words I conclude.

iTTOtTW (V R M ) :
a&nrr srrcr 

^  t o t  f t

ftr* % fa* fW  «rr w tm ,

1 v t smpr if fr
| i swtf*

T̂?TF
%  fo c r ?ft w  h i f

*T sfm m  aprm  W  «TT I %

TFftq-cT crt ^  ft  *fr i
Hrrar stanr

5tt^t #snr ®pt $t ^  sftr ^nrnst srrat
3rR Tt«ft I ’■ftfl’TT %  %
f^TTm^T^r c(rr f w w
«TF5T STTCRT TlfScRF cF?> 3ff? vTHFT
5JWRT it #nft
3RTT 50 TpsrPTT Ml'flMd

ft^rv % fwz 'srrat 1 1 *?r ^
H I’flMd 5PP cW

eft <5tar «rr srrsr sptqr 
f r r r  ^ft <i?5tf+ <r p f t w

^ fa* Sr
arcr 'A smtmr ? *rr m *  w fm  %

3 iH T  |  ?PP 3RT t
s ft r  f a r  t u r r i t  i t  ? 

err? ^  ^  %  fr T ^ f t  1

17.00 hrs.

[Shri K. N. Tiwari in the ChairI

«pf w 8̂  t o » wnr
f̂ xrr w r «rr t ift w w r
*r ’$)'*; ’nrrn; $ \ T O R
apr sprtr «n%?nr m f^ n  t  ’tfk 
H r r p r f i f t w n r |  
tft m r  ’rVc ^  ,*rn: ^

vrihnfr t  ^  ^  ’tfi
5srj[ « r f  *1$  < rm $ t f ^ r w f t
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(Statement)
i •ftas' f̂ rar ?rr^r *j?t ^a ro  

fort to t  v t qrr *rar $ 1

?R7*> v t f  cetpt fc *rr  w r  t  1
t  v r a  %  s t o t  t o t  f%
fTTT OTPT 5 I

sĉ rrcr T̂cT sftr if srsr
VTRT f l  m  STPTcf t  t  fe

sftr Tsrnr % f r o r  f^fr 
n̂rr̂ r torerc srf ?r § t  | 1

3*ra?t |xjr ^fTTrmr iftr  'rare ^
^PFT flFTTt T̂T WT ^fT «TT T̂F T^TT «  
SfTT^nT ^ H H t  ?PF *TT?*T ¥ t
T3cT HTT̂ H' 3R felT 5TTTT | cR f 
% f^ v ft  % Tt^R? «Tf^T <TIOT *?t 
«ft f^TT snrr I ^  BETTT
^  fo rr *raT %, srnr eft srmcf f t  |  f a  

% wrttV f^wft % srfs crrcr <fhfh<r, 
qpfher, ftp^r *r ^  | ^
< m  Tfhr cfr t  1 inrc i*P Ft
^ r  m fe*rr arrcr ?ft *rrfe*rr

sm^rt «ftr ^ r  *?nf3r*rt ^ t  mi
f a t  sfrrft f̂fr sfr |  f ^ f r  %
^ p t  m  5r *rgp*raa frnt I 

storm ^  ^ r w r  w  |  
*T *ftr  arcrar srFrerr *t %̂ r |t^ n^t tstt^tt
STTT % *P¥»TT ft> <?t «l(dl *Ft n'̂ Mi 
WT 6JTR I  I

17.02 hrs.
STATEMENT RE. STRIKE BY WOR
KING JOURNALISTS AND OTHER 

NEWSPAPER EMPLOYEES
THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND 

REHABILITATION (SHRI RAGHU- 
NATHA REDDY): The Indian Federa
tion of working Journalists, the All 
India Newspaper Employees Federa
tion and the tT.Nl. Employees’ Union 
had given on 24th February, 1073 a 
joint call for a country-wide token 
strike on 20th March, 1973 in’ order to 
focus Attention on their demands. Ac- 
««ding to available information so 
***• the strike appears to have been

fairly widespread (Interruptions) It is 
und ex stood that m Delhi except for 
one newspaper, employees of all 
others abstained from work it is
i ? ” ?! ^  in Bombay the employees of all the newspapers except three 
abstained from work

On 7th Ferbuary 1973 I received a 
letter dated the 5th February 1973 
from the President of the Indian 
Federation of working Journalists 
suggesting that I should intervene and 
settle the outstanding damon^ of 
the newspaper employees. These de
mands relate primarily to the revision 
of the wage structure, interim relief 
revision 0f the dearness allowance and 
diffusion of newspaper ownership.

I had invited the representatives of 
the Indian Federation of working 
Journalists and the All India News
paper Employees Federation on 
24th February, 1973 m order to as 
certain their views m the matter*! 
that fall within the jurisdiction of 
the Department of Labour The re
presentatives of the Indian Federa
tion of Working Journalists explain
ed their case for the setting up of a 
third wage board which, they stat
ed, was obligatory under the Work
ing journalists (Conditions of Ser
vice) and Miscellaneous Provisions 
Act, 1955 It was their contention 
that enough time had already elap
sed since the last wage board gave 
its award in 1967 The newspaper 
industry, they added, had registered 
a phenomenal all-round growth, in
cluding their revenues, during the 
last decade

The representatives of the All 
India Newspaper Employees' Associa
tion, representatmg the non journa
list employees of the newspapers, 
whom I also met later on the same 
day, did not press for a wage board 
but showed their preference for bila
teral negotiations with the employers 
They desired that Government 
should exert its influence on the em
ployers for entering into negotia
tions with their employees

I followed this up by meeting the


