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News Agencies (St.)
MOTOR VEHICLES (Amm)
BILL

AB PASEED BY RaJYa Bamma

SECRETARY-GENERAL: S8ir, 1
lay on the Tablg of the House the
Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1976, as passed by Rejya Sabha.

12.02 hru

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
HUNDRED AND EICHTY-EIORTH REPORT

SHRI H N. MUKHERJEE (Cal-
cutta—North-East): 1 beg to present
the Hundred and eighty-eighth Re-
part of the Public Accounts Committee
on Action Taken by Government on
the recommendations contained in
thejr Hundred and Sixty-eighth Re-
port on Directorate of Estateg (Min-
istry of Works and Housing).

1294 hrs.

STATEMENT RE. RE-STRUCTURING
OF NEWS AGENCIES

MR. SPEAKER: Statement by Min-
ister, Shri V. C, Shukla.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
INFORMATION AND BROADCAST-
ING (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA): May 1 lay it on the Table?

SHR1 BHOGENDRA JHA (Jaina-
gar): It is very important. He should
read it.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
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résources required for cresting en
all-pervasive and efficient petwork for
collection and dissemination of ncws.
The multiplicity of agencies has only
resulted in duplication of efforts, out
of resources that were already maagre.
The number of their offices is totally

of newspapers, only 105 per cent is
paid to the news agencles.

The agmencies are, therefore, sup-
portedandmhidh&dmvnythmm
public funds. Loans of over Rs. 60
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(8hri Vidye Charan Shukla]

ally

the gomination over the news-system
by the Western und advanced coun-
tries India is a leading participant

It is thus apparent that the country
a single strong national news

agency which would be able to cover
areas, rure] areas, and
relevant felds of activity, in ac-
cordance with well- national
goals. Government would encourage
uq.lﬂod set-up which would be sble
to fulfll these legitimate needs The
tion ghoulg be independent in

4 true sense gf the word., which
: that it ghould be free from
control of vested interests includ-
ng that of monopoly houses The
management should consist mainly
professional people It should
have well-equipped divisions for
r news, foreign news and
nal areas guch as develop-
mental, cuyltural and sports news
should adequately reflect the
activities and the moods in the rural
areas, One of its main aims should be
to give adequate service to language
and small and medium papers at con-
venient rates, The agency should br
financielly viable and capable of put-
ting on the ground the required orga-
nisation. Government are also anxious
that the present emoluments of ‘the
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Goverpment have noted with setis-
faction that the managements as well
ag the employees' unions of PTI, UNI,
Hindustan Bamachar and Samachar
Bharati have all passed resolutions,
supporting the ideg of a single and
strong national news agency. The
managemenjs propote to  merge
themselves into a single agency, Gov-
ernment would be prepared to assist
them in thig process in different
ways

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA
(Serampore) - Sir, we want a discus-
sion on this.

MR SPEAKER: You follow the
procedure Item Number 16—Molion
{or Election to Committee, Shri Anant
Prasad Sharma He is not here Next
item

1210 hrs.

REGIONAL RURAL BANKS BILL
contd

MR SPEAKER: We will pow take
up further consideration of the follow-
ing motion moved by Shr, Pranab
Kumar Mukherjee:

“That the Bill to provide for the
incorporation, regulation and wind-
mng up of Regional Rural Banks
with g view to developing the rural
economy by providing, for the pur-
pose of development of agriculture,
trade, commerce, industry and other
productive activities in the rural
areas credii and other facilities,
particularly to the small and mergi-
nal farmers, agricullural labourers
artisans and small enirepreneure,
and for matters connected there-
with and incidental thereto, be
taken into consideration”

SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY
(Kendrepara): Mr. Speaker, S8ir,
while I yield to none in my anxiety
fo gee that the 20-point economic
programme is implemented in all
geriousness, ] have a feeling thst of
late this 20-point economic
has become a new catechism which is
being glibbly moutheg from commit-



