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(d) whether Government of Mani-
pur are taking due care so that the
present batch of 2nd year students
appear in the forthcoming University
examination; and

(e) if so, facts thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING (SHRI A. K.
KISKU): (a) to (e). The information
is being collected and will be laid on
the table of the Sabha as soon as possi-
ble.

12.09 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED VIRTUAL HALT IN THE PRODUC-
TION OF STEEL PLANTS AT BHILAI AND
DURGAPUR OWING TO BREAKDOWXN 1IN
Cosr SUPPLY FROM JHARIA COALFIELD.

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akola): I
czli the attention of the Ministe*«;{ of
Steel and Mines to the following mat-
ter of urgent public importance and
reyuest that he may make a state-
ment thereon:

“The reported virtual halt in the
vroduction of steel plants at Bhilai
and Durgapur owing to breakdown
in the coal supply from Jharia coal-
field.”

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUBODH HANSDA): 1r
Speaker, Sir, the daily requirements of

MR. SPEAKER: I  hope the hon.
Members have got a copy of the Ali-
nister’s statement.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: It 1z too
long.

“.R. SPEAKER: I think he may lay
it on the Table of the House.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: As desir-
ed. T beg to lay on the Table of the
1louse :. statement in response to the
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calling attention by Shri Vasant Sa-
the and others regarding re-
ported virtual halt in the production
of Steel plants at Bhilai and Durga-
pur owing to breakdown in the coal
supply from Jharia Coalfield.

Statement

The daily reguirements of coking
coal of al] the steel nlants on tre
basis cf the targets for steel produc-
tion for the curreat year is 36.500
tonnes. Out of this, aboui 22.000 ton-
nes concist of prime coking coal.
about 11.300 tonnes of medium colting
coal and about 3.300 tonnes of blend-
able coual. The prime 2o0kinz cosul
iy drawn from the Jharia coaliields
and it is produced mostly from f{re
collieries managed by Bharai Coking
Coal Limited. Some part of the
prime coking coal is also nroduced in
the collieries by TISCO and I'SCO
respectively. The melium coking
coul is mainly from the Bokaro and
Kargali coalfields. Most of the me-
dium coking coal is from mines be-
longir~ to the National Coal Develop-
ment Corporation which has been
merged with the Coal Mines Authori-
ty a few months ago. The blendable
coal is drawn from the Dishergarh
area in the Raniganj zone, now under
the Coal Mines Authority. The major
part of the prime and medium coking
coal now used in the steel plants is
washed before despatch tg the steel
piants. The prime coking coal is wash-
& in Dugda. Bhojudih, Patherdih and
f.odna washeries under the manage-
ment of Bharat Coking Coal Ltd. in
the Jamadoba washery under the man-
agement of TISCO the Chasnalla wa-
shery under the management of IISCO
and in the washery attachedq to the
Durgapur Steel Plant at Durgapur.
The medium coking coal is washed
mainly in the Kargali, Kathara and
Swang washeries under the niznage-
ment of National Cozl Development
Corporation/Coal Mines Authority.
Some guantities are also washed in
the West Bokaro washerv under the
management of TISCO.
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plants is as follows:—
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requirements ¢f different kinds of coal bty the steel

/In tonnes)

Plant Prime Medium Blendable Total
Bhilai 5,800 3,500 702 10,000
Rourkela 3,600 1,800 600 6,000
TISCO 4,200 2,100 702 7,000
Bokaro 2,760 1,840 4,600
Durgapur 3,150 1,100 750 5,000
11SCO . 2,400 1,000 630 4,020

Total 21,910 11,342 3.350 36,600

3. Out of the total quantity of 36,600
tonnes, required daily at the steel
piestz for wie current taigeis 1or steel
production, 27,600 tonnes tor Bhila..
Rourkala, TIECO and Bokaro Steel
Plants and 9.000 tonnes for Durgapur
and IISCO Steel Plants have to be
produced irnd washed in the different
mines and washeries under the Bharat
Coking Coul Ltd. and the Coal Mines
Authority Ltd., and moved over the
Eastern and South Easliern Railway
systems.

4. During the year 1972-73, which
was on the whole a good year for
steel production, all the steel plants
maintained, on the average. a stock
of about seven days requirements of
coal. In some cases the stocks were
even more than seven days require-
ments. For inslance. in April, 1972,
Bhilai had a stock of 1.58,000 tonnes,
even though Bhilai is8 the steel plant
which is forthest from the sources of
coal supply. The stocks at the other
steel plants were also quite good.

5. Maintenance of adequate stocks
of coal at the steel plants is depen-
dent upon a number of factors, of
which the principal are the following:

(a) maintenance of production of
prime coking coal by Bharat
Coking Coal Ltd. and of me-
dium and blendable coal by

National Coal Development
Corporation/Coal Mines Au-
thority;

(b) adequate supply of empty
railway wagons and systema-
tic movement of the wagons
from the collieries to the wa-
sheries;

efficient working of the coal
washeries of which five are
under  Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd., and three are under Na-
tional Coal Development Cor-
poration/Coal Mines Authori-
ty;

(d) regular and adequate move-
ment of washed coal by the
railways from the washeries
to the steel plants; and

(c) prompt and quick handling of
wagons received loaded with
coal in the steel plants and
their speedy return to the wa-
sheries for back-loading.

(c

6. The movement of raw coal to the
washeries is partly by railways. part-
ly by ropewey andi partly by road
Approximately 900 wagon loads of
raw coal have to be moved by rail
to the washeries daily. Another 1.600
wagon loads have to be moved from
the washeries and pitheads to the
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steel plants. There is a vattern of
movement on a basis of linkages bet-
- ween coal mines, washeries and steel
plants which is operated in close con-
sultation between the management of
the coal mines. washeries, railways
and the steel plants on the basis of
day to day contact. A departure from
this established linkage pattern takes
place only in case of emergency.

7. From December 1972 onwards
meetingg have been held in Calcutta
almost every month to plan out the
movement of raw coal to the washe-
ries and the washed coal to the steel
plants. These meetings have been
attended by high level representatives
from the steel plants. railways, coal
mines and washeries as well as by the
Coal Controller. The Coal Controller
has been carrying out the task of day
to day coordination and implementa-
tion of the programme drawn up at
these meetings. From  September
1973 a Joint Monitoring Cell was est-
ablished in Calcutta under the conve-
norship of a senior railway officer for
the purpose of day to day contact bet-
ween the collieries, washeries, rail-
ways and steel plants.

8. As the abcve narration shows, a
well functioning machinery had been
organised to coordinate the regular
and smooth flow of coking coal to
the steel plants in spite of the enor-
mous  problems surrounding this
operation in terms both of quantity
of coal and the distances to be co-
vered, apart from other complexities
of different kinds. On the 30th Novem-
ber, 1973 a serious situation developed
in the Dhanbad Division of the Eas-
tern Railway following some dispute
involving the levermen and switch-
men. This resulted in an immediate
dislocation of movement of coal from
the collieries to the washeries as well
as from the washeries to the steel
plants, involving both the Eastern and
South Eastern Railways. As soon as
the news of the dislocation was receiv-
ed, the steel plants were alerted to
re-adjust their consumption of coking
coal as a precautionary measure so
as to conserve their stocks in hand as
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long possible.  Continuous consul-
tations were organised belween the
Department of Steel and the Railway
Board in Delhi as well as among the
railway staff, Bharat Coking Coal Ltd.,
Coal Mines Authority and the Coal
Controller in Calcutta <o as to ensure
the movement of coal tu i{he wash-
eries and steel plants, in spite of stop-
page of work at the Dhanbad Divi-
sion.  As a result of the curtailment
of coke oven pushings at the steel
plants from: the 1st Decemier, while
the consumption of coal has been
brought down, the production of hot
metal. ingots and finished steel has
also been affected. On a rapid calcula-

tion it is estimated that during the
first nine days of December the re-
sultant loss in production has been

in the average about 7,000 tonnes of
saleable steel daily.

9. Members will recall that in the
month of August 1973 an almost iden-
tical situation developed when a sec-
tion of the loco staff in the Railways
resorted to stoppage of work suddenly.
As a result of this stoppage cokc oven
pushings had to be reduced on that
occasion also. At that time also
closest possible coordination was inain-
tained with the railways so as to en-
sure the supply of a minimum guan-
tity of coking coal to the steel plants.
I take this opportunity to pay compli-
ment to all those who cooperated in
spite of great difficulties in maintain-
ing this minimum supply.

10. Members may also remember
that, since April 1973, there has off
and on been a serious power crisis in
the Eastern region, particularly the
area: served by the D.V.C. system
The decline in generation of power by
D.V.C. severely hit production in the
coal mines and affected the operation
of the washeries and also affected
railway traction. On that occasion
there was loss of production in most
of the steel plants, the plants parti-
cularly affected being Durgapur and
TISCO, both of which are dependent
heavily on D.V.C. power. During Oc-
tober and November there was a slight
decline in the production of coking
coa]l by Bharat Coking Coal Ltd., due,

L
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among other reasons, to the flooding
of several valuable mines after sud-
den heavy rains, deteriorating of in-
dustrial relations in some collieries
and the bunching of a large numberv

of festivals and holidays within one
month.

11. In bringing these unpleasant
facts t{o the notice of the House. I
want to assure the Members that there
is no lack of efiort on the part of the
railways and the management of steel
plants and coal mines in ensuring the
maintenance of production. As I have
already indicated, as soon as the crisis
developed as a result of the irresponsi-
ble action of a few railway men, the
steel plants immediately took the pos-
sible precaulionary measures. However
it has to Le admitted that these pre-
cautionary measures are by themsel-
ves not a guarantee against loss of
production or even of serious damage
to the equipment and installations.
This makes it all the more necessary
to ensure that such troubles do not
become a regular feature of our lives
and that, in particular, railway trans-
port which is so vital to the main-
tenance of production of essential
items like steel, is not paralysed by
the irresponsible action of a handfull
of people. I am gsure that all sections
of the House will join with me in
wishing that such wild-cat strikes and
{rresponsible actions are not repeated
in future and that in the vital sectors
of the economy there is an atmosphere
of respunsible and respective beha-
viour so that these vital and critical
sectors like the steel sector are not
paralysed.’

SHR1 VASANT SATHE: We are
again confronted with another set-back
and practically a stand-still brought
about by a strike of a few thousand
persons, labourmen and switchmen in
an important public sector of our
country. Just a few days age we have
had the sad spectable of the Indian
Airlines having been brought to a
halt by some of its employees. Now,
today, we have the spectacle of a few
railwaymen jamming the production
in three public sectors—coal-fields,
railways and the stgel plants. There-
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fore, 1 want to raise this basic issue
today.
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These things are a symptom. Just
a few months age, during the last
session, we had a strike by the raii-
way locomen and you somehow tried
to sclve it. Now, there is a strike in
another place in Dhanbad by

some
railwaymen....

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Dia-
mond Harbour): I wish the hon.

Member was a little uptodate.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Any way,
the problem is: what is gcing to be
your attitude to bring about a proper
and healthy relationship with ‘he
working class in this country? As
the Prime Minister said yesterday at
the NDC meeting, if you want to
achieve the targets of production in
the Fifth Five Year Plan, then there
has to be a total mobilisation of re-
sources. One of the most important
and basic resources of this country is
the man-power. Now, unless you
have a proper approach to man-power
utilisation which is mainly in the field
of labour, labour in the organised
sector, in the public sector and also
in agriculture, the landless labour,
vour steel plants will be in doldrums
and you cannot achieve any of the tar.
gets. Unfortunately, we find that
there is a tendency in some sections
of the Government to be pressurised
by the vested interests, on the one
hand the urban capitalists and vested
interests and on the other, the landed
vested interests in the rural areas angd
both seem to say that the Government
‘must, in the name of being firm, adopt
on attitude of running down. showing

down and suppressing the working
class......

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: It is
all verbiage.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: If this

attitude continues, you may suppress
the working class in one place, you
may employ the Territorial Army
people or other forces at one place,
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but you will not solve the basic issue.
These are only symptoms like a boil
on the body. It is something wrong
with the whole internal system of our
body politic. Therefore, unless you do
something as far as industrial labour
relations are concerned, things will
not improve. Therefore, my specific
point is: are we going to adopt an
attitude of encouraging a feeling of
belonging by giving full participation
to the working class in all sectors of
productio:: particularly the public
sector where we have to set an exam-
ple? Mere lip sympathy will not do.
Are you evolving a policy of one in-
dusiry, one union and allow the wor-
Rers 10 become members by right of
c.ose shop system of that union to
elect their representatives by secret
bzilo:? This is what I want to know.
And thcse representatives should be
on the Board of Management. Is it
going to happen? If such a thing is
evolved in all the public sector under.
takings I have no doubt there will be
feeling of participation of working
class which is very essential but un-
fortunately we do not have this feel-
ing in the working class anywhere.
Only preaching them about their res-
ponsibilities and saying, look at the
other poorer sectionc, yvou must work
with a sense of responsibility, etc
will not do, because what is happen-
ing is, they are seeing everyday the
rich getting richer and richer. There-
fore what I suggest is that the Govern-
ment should take a more realistic,
bold and progressive step towards the
working class people of this country.
This is the basic maladv and we have
to solve it. If there is strike in the
Railways it has a multiplying effect
and automatically other industries like
coal, steel and even other production
sectors come to a halt. This is what
is happening. So, all this has to be
viewed very seriously. In reply to my
Calling Attention they have stated in
the statement as follows:

“This makes it all the more neces-

sary to ensure that such troubles do
not become a regular feature of our
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lives and that in particular railway
transport which is sgp vital to them
inaintenance of production of essen-
tial items like steel is not paralysed
by the irresponsible action of «
handful of people.”

This is not a correct thing. Todey
it may be handful of people in onc
place; tomorrow it®may be in some
other place. And if the organised
working class is disillusioned and dis-
satisfied what will happen is, you wiil
create conditions in the country, very
similar to those which were createq in
Chile and therefore you cannot take
this situation lightly. I want to ask
another question as to why there is 10
coordination, This sitution has be-
come almost » part of our iives. You
talk of joint responsibili‘y hetwes -
the Ministries, Steel and Minar «<ai-
ways and Transport. Why cannot
they work in close coordination? A:
one time we were told, things are al;
right in the field of Railways. Then
we were told, coal production is upt>
the mark. There is nothing wrong in
the coal production. It is the Rail-
ways who are not picking up coai.
This was what we were told last time.
What is happening? I want to know
as to why there is no coordination.

I want to ask a few positive ques-
tions and I want to have positive ans-
wers as far as policy is concerneqd in
view of the very seriousness of the
matter. I would have very much
wished that the concerned Ministers
were here. I don’t know whyv they ar2
not here.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUBODH HANDA): He is in
the other House.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: You
should give more importance to this
House.

MR. SPEAKER: 1 got the informa-
tion. He is piloting a Bill in the other

House. .
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have permitted, it is all right.
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It you

MR. SPEAKER:
it in the midst.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: My ques-
tion is this, .

He cannot leave

MR. SPEAKER: If you are there
tomorrow, will you tolerate this
remark?

SHRT VASANT SATHE: What I
am saying is this. I value the Deputy
Minister as much as the Minister, Sir.
I don’t want it to be said: ‘What could
I do? It is for the Minister to decide.’
What I am worried is, this spirit of
joint responsibility is not working.
This you migh! have noticed also.

My questions are:

(a) Will you revise the entire
labour relations policy in
public sector.so as to give
effective and real participa-

tion to labour in manage-
ment on the basis of demo-
cratic representation by

secret ballot?

(b) Will you assure the House
that you will work as a team
and come to us with the re-
sults on the basis of a time-
bound programme jointly
prepared by you and if you
have to come with failure
and excuses, you will also
come with your resignation?

(¢) Will yvou promise us that

you will appoint, as heads of

. undertakings, persons ex-

perienced in the said sector
and give them full powers
with the performance and
accountability as a condi-
tion for continuance ip their
job and will you insulate
these sectors from bureau-
cratic interference? ang

(@) Will you tell
Action Committee

us if the
on Pub-
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lic Sector has also examined
the working of the Bharat
Coking Coal Corporation and
the Coal Mines Authority?
What is the Report and the
recommendation of this
Committee? What action
have you taken on that?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member has
raised a large number of points.
Particularly, in his opening re-
marks, he has said that the working-
class as a whole has become a bur-
den on the working of the wvariou:
undertakings. In the case of Coal-
mires, I can assure the hon. Member
that there is no disturbance or sabo-
tage of werk by the working-class
peopie in the coalmines. What is
happening to-day is this. The hon.
Memb-rs might recall that for some
time past, the movement of wagon
has slowed down because some sec-
tion of the railway employees have
resorted to work to rule agitation.

DR. RANEN SEN ((Barasat): Even
before that there was wagon sl.ortage.

SHR1 SUBODH HANSDA: At the
moment there is no wagon shortage.
We have tried our best to make it
up so that there is no wagon shortage
at the moment. Hon. Members are
also aware that in August last there
was a sudden stoppage of work by
the loco persontei. This has hap-
pened particularly in the Dhanbad
Division. Again on the 30th of this
month there is some dispute among
those cabinmen or the pointsmen.
They have resorted to stoppage of
work. Wagon movement has been
entirely stopped in that region. All
the hon. Members will kindly rea-
lise that Dhanbad division of the
Eastern Railway is one of thé im-
portant areas where all the coking
coalmines are located. Also coal
washeries are located in these areas.
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Therefore, for steel production,
this is the area from where we can
supply the feedstocks to all these sieel
plants located in various parts of the
country. I am also trying to under-
stand why this particular area has
been chosen by certain sections of
the railway employees to resort to
sudden stoppage of work, I personally
feel that some vested :nterests are
utilising some sections of the rail-
way employees or they are being
utilised by them in that region to
run down the Government and to
show to the public that nationalisa-
tion has becomle almost a danger to
this country.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Which
are those vested interests? Let him
please name them. Why is he feel-
ing shy of its?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: It may
be that there are some political par-
ties also which have joined them and
instigated them to sudden stoppage
of work, and, therefore, we have not
been able {0 move the coal from the
collieries to the washeries and from
the washeries to the steel plants.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Which
are those political parties? 1Is he re-
ferring to the Marxists?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: It is
very difficult to mention the name of
the political party here. But it is
true that certain political parties as
well as certain vested interests are
trying to run down the Government
by inspiring these people to go on
strike or sudden stoppages of work.
If the movement is completely para-
lysed, hon. Members would kindly
realise, the entire steel production
might come to a halt. But since this
has come to the notice of the Go-
vernment, Government have given a
very careful consideration to the
whole aspect and readjusted the con-
sumption of coal which was In - >ck
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in the ste:l plants. They are try-
ing therr besi to move the wagons
from the pitheads to the washeries
as well as from the washeries to the
steel plants. Even during this
slowing down in the movement of
wagons, I can assure hon. Members
that although the production in the
steel plants has gone down, it has
been worked out that for the 1last
ten days, this has come down to
nearly 7000 tonnes daily, but it has
not been allowed to completely para-
lyse the steel plants.
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As hon. Members are aware, once
the flow of coking coal or washed
coal is stopped, there might be severe
damage to the steel plants, parti-
cularly the coke oven plants which
require to be maintained at a certain
temperature if they are to be saved
from complete damage.

12.17 hrs.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

SHRI VASANT SATHE,; How
many days’ stock is there now in the
steel plants?

SHR1 SUBODH HANSDA: We
have a stock in some of the steel
plants; we have a stock of seven

days in some, and in some we have
more than seven days’ stock, and in
the Bhilai steel plant, which is far
off from the coalfield, there is a stock
of nearly 5 days. Although there
was disturbance in between, all
care was taken to see that the steel
plants might not be affected Ly the
slow movement of wagons or lack of
adequate supply of washed coals.

The hon. Member has raised a
point about coordination. Probably
he thought that there was no coor-
dination between the Steel and Mines
Ministry and the Railway Ministry.
But I should say that there is no basis
for this apprehension that there is no
coordination. We have coordination
with the railways. From 1872 on-
wards, there has been a meeting in
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Calcutta almost every month bet-
ween the officers of the steel plants,
the railway officers and the other
coal-producing organisations and
they are trying their best to sort out
how best the steel plants could be
supplied with coking coal as well as
washed coal. Last September, we
had a joint cell established at Calcutta
headed by one of the senior railway
officers. and he is trying to have
talks with the officers of the different
organisations.
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Alse, they are irying their best to
supply coal wagons to the different
steel plants. The other point which
he has raised is regarding labour
management. There is no labour
problem as such in the coal mines
arza.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Are you
goiny to wuait for the problem? Do
vou have full participation among the
working class in the coal fields?

SHERI SUBODH HANSDA: We are
already having this participation of
labour management, and particularly,
we have formed a Wage Negotiating
Committez in which most of these im-

portant labour organisations have
been represented to sort out their
problems.

The other point which he has re-
ferred to is about the rowers and ac-
countability. I do not know what the
hon. Member means about the powers
and accountability here. Secondly all
these area managers or the pcople
who are in charge of these coal fields
are certainly accountable for their
performance in the mines. Therefore,
I do not find any reason why there
“should not be any sort of accountabi-
lity when they are charged with the
working of the coal mines.

Regarding the other point that he
referred to, namely, bureaucratic
int>rvention and other things, I do
not think there 1is any sort of
bureaucratic interventi.on. because
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the coal miues are working under a

separale organisation; the CMA is a

sepurate organisation. Therefore,

there i3 no question of any burzau-

tratic intervention in all these coal
mines.

*SHRI AJIT KUMAR SAHA
(Vishnupur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
hon. Minister just now placed the
blame Jor malfunctioning of his
Minist,y on certain vesied interests
and political parties etc. But, Sir,
the root cause for the crisis in this
pritmiry industry today is the anti-
peopie policies followed by the Cen-
tral Government. The Govern-
ment is very eloquent in their speech
about socialism etc. but in practice
they encourage the monopolists and
foreign capitalists and try to perpe-
tuate the capitalistic system. This
policy has resulted in the present eco-
nomic crisis in our country.

when I
speaking

I am really surprised
find - different Ministers
about different brands of =socialism
according to their own philosophy
and thinking. We are really baffled
how true socialism will come to this
land. There is ab:solutely no coordi-
nation and a sens> of joint responsi<
bility among the various Ministries of
the Government for the implementa-
tion of national policies This is the
cause of the crisis in this vital in-
dustry today. Sir, it is needless to
say that steel occupies the top place
in the national economy.

Many tall talks are being made
about production of steel in the Fifth
Five Year Plan. but from the nresent
Indications it app2ars that the entire
plan is going to be a total failure so
far as productinn of sicel is concerned.

Sir, from the latest estimates it is
found that there will be shortfall in
the production of steel to the tune of
8,50,000 tons and that will result in
a net loss of Rs. 52 crores.

*The original speech was delivered in Bengali.
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Sir, the gas produced at Durgapur
.Steel plant is supplied to Calcutta. I
will quote a news item to show the
extent of loss that has taken place as
the supply of gas to Calcutta has
stopped due to shortage of coal. This
-news items in the Hindusthan Times
.dated 9-12-73 reads as follows:—

“An official Spokesman said here
today “that industries particularly
those manufacturing electric bulbs,
biscuits, and some aluminium com-
ponents, had expressed their inten-
tion to lay off workers. He said if
this happens, this might spark off
a serious labour unrest in the State.
A bulb manufacturing industry has
already been locked out in the wake
on labour agitation and about a
thousand workmen were laid off
following the shortage of gas.”

Sir due to shortage of gas, these in-
-dustries in Calcutta are facing this
critical situation today.

The Chairman of the Steel Authority
Shri M. A. Wadud Khan is reported
to have stated, again I quote:

“Talking informally to correspon-
dents here today, Mr. M. A. Wadud
Khan, Chairman of the Steel Autho-
rity of India, said that Durgapur
and TISCO were the worst affected
by the power shortage.”

Sir, not for coal shortage alone,
Durgapur and TISCO have been the
worst sufferers due to power shortage
also. I will therefore ask the hon.
Minister a few questions and I hope he
will give positive and categorical
answers to all of them.

I will like to know whether he was
aware that this crisis would generate
in the steel industries due to the lack
of proper coordination among the va-
rious Ministries like, Railway, Steel
.and Mines and Irrigation and Power.

Then, Sir, keeping in view the terri-
ble loss incurred by the Steel Indus-
try in the public sector, T will like to
know whether the hon. Minister con-
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siders the targets for steel production
set forth in the Fifth Five Year Plan
capable of being achieved.

Whether putting the blame on rail-
waymen for the crisis and saying that
they resorted to ‘work to rule’ etc.
will not actually amount to evading
the main malady and the root cause?

1 will also like to know, Sir, whe-
ther the foreign capitglists, the mono-
polists and vested interests have a
hand behind the present crisis in the
stezl industry? Will the Government
go deeply in this matter?

Lastly, Sir, I will like the hon.
Minister to clearly state what steps
is he taking right now and what steps
does he propose to take in the future,
to achieve the targets of the Fifth
Plan and to get over the present crisis
in the Steel Industry?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: The
hon. Member, besides a number of
points, mentioned about the Durgapur
Projects Limited and the gas supply
to Calcutta. This was known to the
Government and from time to time the
Government were trying to supply the
Durgapur Project Limited their total
requirements of coal but unfortunate-
ly coal cannot be moved from pitheads
to the project area because of the
slowing down of the movement of
wagons, to which I already referred.
Some section of the employees have
resorted to strike. For that reason
it has not been possible to move even
fifty per cent of the requirements for
DPL. That is why DPL has not been
able to fulfil its targets and that is
why there was also short supply of
gas in Calcutta.

Regarding steel production, although
there are a number of difficulties,
particularly this year there was power
shortage and the Durgapur steel plant
was fed by the DVC; even the Tata
Steel plant was fed by the DVC power
supply. The steel production this
year has n~t gone down, Rather
1 should say that the rated capacity
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of the various steel plants as well as
the total production of steel has gone
up by nearly 10—14 per cent. The
House knows about the power short-
age. During the last summer, espe-
-cially since the month of April, the
DVC was not in a position. to supply
power either to the steel plants or to
‘the mines and since there was short
supply of power to the mines it was
difficult to work the mines to their
full capecity. There was some short-
fall in production at that time. Al-
though power interruption was there,
the average production of coal is, I
should say, rather a little more than
what it was.
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Because of the interruption of (s
wer-supply, the mines were not giv-
ing full production and it has an im-
pact cn the coal washeries also,
which has a chain reaction on the
steel plants. Unless the coal is washed
by the washeries, it cannot be used
by the steel plants. But in spite of
the interruption in power supply
since April this year production both
in the field of mines and steel has
been maintained.

He said there is no coordination. 1
have already said there is full coor-
dination between the railways, the
Steel Ministry and CMA. That is why
during this period, although move-
ment slowed down very much we have
been able to move the wagons from
the pitheads to the washeries and to
the steel plants.

About steel production, I don't
think it will come down if hon. mem-
bers will kindly cooperate. Mr. Sathe
referred to the participation of labour
in the management. There is already
a labour representative in the Board
of Directors of CMA.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Is he no
minated or elected?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: There
is a labour representative in the
Board.

Regarding stoppage of work, the
hon. member said tRere might be some
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foreign vested interests there. I do

not think there are any foreign vested
interests. There are a large number
of vested interests within the country
who are working against the Govern-
ment and trying to rup down the
Government. There is no question of
any other foreign vested interests.
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I would like to know whether you
yourself went to the spot and studied
the situation or not,
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SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member has
said that provably I have said that
vested interests are 'working only for
publicity. But I would like to know
from the hon. Member why the
particular Dhanbad division ha$ cho-
sen by certain sections of the empic-
yees as their target for paralysing the
movement of wagons. That is because
these people know that this is a place
where the Government can be direct-
ly hit, because this is the zome wher2
the feedstock for the steel plants is
produced. Therefore, there is no ques-
tion of publicity or anvthing else.
The hon. Member can easily under-
stand the whole situation.

The hon. Member has raised the
puint whether the Government antici-
pated that therz would be stoppage
of work by certain sections of rail-
way employees. On this matter the
Government was almost caught un-
awares; it was not known tg the
Government that these railway emp-
loyees would go on sudden swoopage
of work, although there was certain
stoppage of work. I have .already said
that the total daily consumption uf i
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the steel plants is 36,000 tonnes,
When this matter was known tu tre
Government that certain sections of
railway employees had already zone
on slrike and were trying to paralyse
the movement of wagons, Government
t)ok a decision to readjust the con-
sumption of coal and it brought auw::
the figure frcm 36.000 tonnes to 24.000
tonnes. This had to be done Lecause,
as I have already said, unless the tem-
perature of the coke oven batteries i<
maintained, there might be serious
damage to all the batteries and that
might cost some crores 1o the natisr.
Therefore, all so-ts of rrecautions
were taken. It is true that the pro-
duction has gone down 1n these few
days. I have already said that the
daily zverage production was lecs by
7,000 tonnes. Now that tne railway
employees have scone back tc their

duties—I think, the day before yes-
terday they went back to their cuties
—the wagons are moving normally.
Therefore, ' do not fcel that there
will be any shortfall in the feid-
stock for steel plants.

Regarding road transnori. although

36,000 tonnes are the daily require-
ment of all the steel plants. all this
coal is moved mostly by wagons; but
some portion of this is also moved by
road transport. And during this period
we also iried to supply to the nearcst
steel plants by means of road trans-
port.

1 think,
points,

I have covered all his
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SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: The bhon.
Member has said that with regard to
this slow movement of wagons, the
TISCO plant has not been affected and
its producfion ig more than 100 per
cent. Actually he said that it was
102 per cent. I am sorry TISCO plant
has not achieved 102 per cent, although
in a good time it has achleved nearly
86 per cent of itg total rated capacity.
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Unfortunately, because of power short-
age, as TISCO also gets its power
from DVC, the production of T1SCO
has also gone down and it has become
I think, below 80 per cent.

SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA: The
informat.on was supplied by the Gov-
ernment.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: In the
case of Bhilai steel plant, when it
started production it reached above
100 per cent. That is in the case of
Bhilai steel plant, not in the case of
TISCO. Regarding labour troubles....

MR. SPEAKER: He
tions.
thing.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: Regard-
ing builling up of stock we have been
trying our level best to build up the
stocks but during the last few months
when this Bokaro stock plant was
commissioned the demand for coking
coal has gone up although the de-
mang for ccking coal in all the other
plants were the same. But, because of
this new demand for the Bokaro Steel
Plant it has not been able to produce
the required quantity and necause of
the power trouble....

MR. SPEAKER: He did not contro-
vert. You jaay say, these are very
good suggestions, why go into a long
speech?

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA:. What-
ever suggestions has has given, we will
look into them.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA (Bhavnagar):
Government has totally failed in hand-
ling the coal situation in this
country. Not only have they failed
to have the estimated production of
coal, but also, they have failed in
stepping production according to the
increased demand and the require-
ments of the country. This is not a
solitary instance of break-down in
coal supply. There is a long list, a
host of irdustries, which are facing
serious dislocation due to the coal
shortage. Ja my own hothe town there
is one tertile mill, New Jehangir Va-

gave sugges-
He did not controvert any-
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kil Mills which is on the verge of
closure. Aed if coal is nmot rushed
2,500 workers will be thrown out of
employment within the next two or
three days. Same is the case with
the Bhavnagar power station. This
is the situation in respect of Bhav-
nagar Power House, in my own home
town, which is facing acute coa! short-
age. Unless coal is rusned imme-
diately to the power station, Bhavna-
gar city will go in dark and it will
also dislocate all the industrial units
in Bhavnagar city and Bhavnagar
district.  The reasons given in the
statement are not at all convincing.
The Minister has tried in vain to ex-
plain the situation. The reasons for
the situation are these. They say, there
is shortfall in production after the
nationalisation, failure of the authori-
ties to maintain the loading methods,
to modernise the loadins methods,
failure to rationalise the movement
of coal to the sfeel plants and to the
power plants. Government have talk-
ed too much about this scheme, parti-
cularly the coal distribution network
but they Have failed in actual practice
in this respect. Then, Sir, time and
again the Railways have been claim-
ing that they have enough wagons
with them. But, there is no coal
stock. The coal authority has stat-
ed that enough coal is available but
there is not enough wagon made avail-
able for transporting the coal to the
industrial units. Now, the hen. M:nis-
ter has stated that they have created
a coordinating machinery. I want to
ask him whether he is satisfied with
the working of this coorcinating ma-
chinery or not

I shall now ask a few questions—
whether the Government has consi-
dered setting up of a soecial body on
the lines of the Indian Oil Corporra-
tion to handle the distrilution of coal

On a conservative estimates, to
maintain regular supplies of coal to
coal-based industries, 10,000 wagons
are required. What steo; do the Gov-
ernment propose to take to come with
the demand of wagons?
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There is widespread unrest amongst
the coalmine workers. The Govern-
ment have failed to arrange for the
adequate supplies of foodgrains to the
workers which resulted in demonstra-
tion, stoppage of work and, as usual,
in firing. That took five lives of the
workers in Dhanb_d, a fortnight ago.
What steps do the Government pro-
pose to take for removing the unrest
prevailing amongst the coalmine wor-
kers.
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Regarding close coordination bet-
ween the coalmine authorities, Steel
and Mines and Railway Ministry,
what concrete steps, tuking into cen-
sideration the failure of the precent
machinery, do the Government pro-
pose to take for the movement of
wagons for the transoor' of coal to
the coalbaseq industries.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: As 1
have already stated, there is compiete
coordination  between the Railway
Ministry and Steel ani Mines Minis-
try. I do not think anything more
is to be said on this ouint.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: Are vyou sa-
tisfied with the coorlination machi-
nery.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: I am
fully satisfied with th=  cocrdination
machinery.

Also he has mentioned about the
closure of textile mills as well as
power plants. We have not knowledge
as to whether the textile mills now
been closed down or power plants
have been closed down. If there 1s any
difficulty for the power plant and if it
is brought to my notice, certainly I
shall look into it. We will see that
power plaits get adequate supply of
coal.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA. You will
please ask the Railway Ministry to
rush wazons for the transport of coa!l
to the textile mills and to the power
station.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: I shall
certainly look into th~ matter.
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mehta, you will
please confine yourself to the motion.

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA: As re-
gards the other small point namely,
supply of wagon, there is no contrc-
versy. 1 do not think that the rail-
ways have ever said that we have pot
enough of coal or thev have not got
enough of wagons to be made avaii-
able to us. There is con:plete ccordi-
nation between the two ministries.
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MR. SPEAKER: Now I come tc the
next item.

SHRI BIREN DUTTA (Tripura
West): Sir, ‘#hat hasg happened in my
notice for raising a discussion under
Rule 3777

SHRI JYOIIRMOY BOSU (Dia-
mand Harbour): Sir, I gave notice
of an adjournment motion or rational
commodities in rationing shops. I
have been told that you have disal-
lowed it. Would you be kind erough
to ask the Minister tc make a state-
ment? This is a very serious matter
involving people. Of coursc¢ I do not
want to press for it. Would you be
good enough to ask ine Minister to
make a statement?

MR. SPEAKER: I shall se> to it.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 1 =ave
another notice to you ahout the potato
growers in Julludur. They are selling
the potatoes in  Calcutta at Rs. 126.
These are the things which we have
to highlight in this forum. Will you
kondly ask the Railway Minist2r to
make a statement? You can help the
peasants of Punjab alsc.

MR. SPEAKER: Will you kindlv sit
down? Mr. Bosu you gave this ad-
journment motion. You wanted a
statement to be made on this. Along
with that you have added the potatoes
too.

13.00 hrs.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY B0SU. How can
you consume the ra‘ion without pota-
toes?



