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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No discus-
sion please (Interruptions)

SHRI S M BANERJEE* Only the or- 
ddr has to be changed___

MR DFPUTY-SPEAKER: No please

SHRI S. M BANERJEE Kindly give 
me only half a minute.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER- I have lis-
tened to you. Kindly listen to me. Your 
request has been heard by the Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs. He has heard you. 
Moreover, I have said your request should 
be conveyed to the Speaker. What else do 
you want now?

SHRI A P. SHARMA (Buxar) I also 
want to make a request The Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs has not heard his 
request So, I want to make a request thlat 
this should be taken up first

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Shinde 
now.

SHRI S M. BANERJEE- Hfc has not 
heanJ it.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND SHIPPING AND 
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR): 
Mr. Sharma will certainly convey it to 
the Minister.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: it you have 
not heard, kindly consult the record.

Skftf fil V. NA'lk (Kanara): Can I
make a submission, Sir? We want tliat 
the Order of Btosfriesi fttay krhdty bef fol-
lowed.

14.08 hrs.
MOTION RE. FOOD SITUATIOJN- 

Confd.

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Shinde.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P SHINDE): I am thank-
ful to you arid all the hon. Members for 
showing me indulgence to continue my 
speech

I was touching the point that the footf 
situation iri the country is bfeing depicted 
by sortie friends as very unsatisfactory. 
Mr Gaekwad went to the extent of say- 
irig that food hfes been bungled I would 
like to humbly submit that this assess-
ment is not correct Therefore, I wonld 
like to make a very humble submission 
for the kind consideration of the hon 
Members To-day I am going to be extreme-
ly frank and I would like to tak.i the 
House into confidence in regaid to the 
food situation so that no unnecessary mis-
understanding remains either in this 
House or in the country in regard to the 
facts as far as they relate to the food' 
situation

The food situation m this country has 
to be understood and appreciated in the 
broad context. Now, some friends have 
been saying that evtrything is wrorfg Un-
fortunately, our friend, Shri Piloo NTbdy— 
he is not here now—thinks that planning 
is wrong, that the whole approach to- 
agriculture is wrong and he charged my 
party, the ruling Party, that we .ire bting- 
ing politics into this. But, in all humility.
I would say that he only said something 
tfhich vtefi rridtivated by politics arid he 
did not really touch ujtoii the baste aspect 
of the food problem. All the same. I 
would like to deal With some of the 
points ra5sed by him also.

I was submitting tliat when we codij&iW' 
the situation of 1966-67 with that df faTi, 
then We shall Be in a* better ptifeitioff to 
understand whether the Government of 
India Has realty msfo&gfcfd' ttfc! f&6d' situa-
tion of the country jn a belter way or 
not Tsfow, I was* making a statj5rtientf tliat
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in 1A66-67, the price index—-! gave some 
facts—tyas so steep and that too when 
we had imported very substantial quan- 
tities of 8 l |2 and 10 1 12 million tonnes 
I .was referring to this aspect J-hat the Gov- 
«rnment really deserve a word of appre-
ciation from the bon Members irrespec-
tive of their political views, that this year, 
despite such a serious set-back in dgncul- 
Jture, this Government had managed the 
food situation of this country without 

.imports $o far. . .  (tnteiruptipns)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker Sir. is this not 
really something which needs a little 
<b»t of appreciation?

Fiom the year 1966 onwards the popu- 
laiton increase has been of the ordei of 
14 pci cent Mr. Piloo Mody was angry 
with Dr. Kami Singh because Dr. Kami 
Singh made one observation that m this 
country population growth is increasing at 
such a fast rate th'at it is having some 
adverse impact on the food situation. It 
was very inconvenient for Mr. Piloo Mody. 
But he only mentioned facts, although he 
did not give the exact percentage. I an’ 
giving the exact percentage. It has been
14 per cent increase. When we take into 
consideration this increased growth rate, 
(hen, what would he the additional require-
ments of foodgrains? According to our cal-
culations, it comes to the order of 12 to 13 
million tonnes roughly. This is an impor-
tant factor which must be taken into con-
sideration. The House knows how the 
production potential of foodgrains has 
been built up by determined Governmental 
efforts during the last live years. This is 
due to the concrete and active policies 
pursued by the Government of India.

iSHRI K. S. CHAVDA (Patna): You 
.wanted to export foodgrains, tout what is 
the position now?

S m i  ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I
atm »sure We wotild export. 1  have got 

coftfidme* in the futore of the 
counter. I  would .explain to yon. *£fea«e

listen to me. Despite this additional re-
quirement of 12 to 23 million tonne3, the 
Government has not imported anything. 
This is an important factor which I re-
quest hon. Members to take into considera-
tion. Then they will appreciate the way 
in which Government has faced the food 
situation in the country.

Certain views have been expressed to 
the effect that the stock figures given by 
the Government are not correct. I wish 
to say that we have not given any wiong 
mpression or wrong figures so far as 

Mock position is concerned. In July we 
had the stock position of 9 4 million 
tonnes, if we take into consideration the 
flow in the pipelines stock. Taking into 
account all the factors this figuie was 
gvien. So, I wish to make it dear t'tat 
we have given no wrong impressions re-
garding the stock position.

Some M em bejs said that G overnm ent 
was com placent. I wish to  point out that 
G overnm ent was not a t all com placent 
a t any tim e about the food situation in 
the country

When the Fourth Plan document was 
approved of by this House a few \ean  
earlier, the target of buffer stock wai 5 
million tonnes If Government had t ’cn 
complacent, why should they have in-
creased this target during the comes of 
the Fourth Plan itself, because this target 
was for the year 1973-74? We reopened 
the issue last year, when the food situation 
was relatively comfortable and we said 
that a year might come when we might 
have a setback, there might be erratic 
behaviour of the monsoon, and attain we 
might have some setback to agricult u****, 
and so the target of buffer stock which was 
put at 5 million tonnes in the Fourth Plan 
document, which was acclaimed by this 
House, was reopened by us even before 
the Fourth Plan period was complete. If 
Government had been complacent, this 
would never have been done. But we 
took into consideration all the pro; and 
cons, and Government came to the con-
clusion that the buffer stock target should 
be raised. So, we raised it from 5 rml- 
lion tonnes to 7 million tonnes.
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As a result of this year’s experience, wc 
feel that even this figure is not adequate, 
and we shall have to increase the buffer 
stock still further and enlarge it still fur-
ther. But the point that 1 was making 
was that Government were never compla-
cent. For a country like India) the main-
tenance ot buffer stock is not oasv, be-
cause it is a very costly affair. Only to 
carry a buffer stock of 5 million tonnes 
it icquiies almost Rs>. 52 crores by wav 
of interest, but even then, Government 
deliberately took a decision that the leser- 
ves of foodgiains were more valuable pei- 
haps than even the reserves of gold 
Therefore, the Government of India deli-
berately reopened the issue and increased 
the target of buffer stock. Now, m the 
Fifth Plan itself, we are thinking of fur-
ther enlarging this figure. May I submit 
for the kind consideration of hon Mem-
bers that the countiy’s agricultural situa-
tion is such that it shall be possible, and 
we feel confident that Government shall 
be in a position to augment this level of 
buffer stock during the Fifth Plan in the 
years to come from out of our own pro 
duction and not by imports. So, the food 
position today is much better than it was 
six years e'arlier when we faced the pre-
vious drought.

Some hon Members had asked what 
was going to happen in the near future in 
regard to the food economy of this coun-
try. I am glad that my hon. friend Shri 
Piloo Mody has come Some hon. Mem-
bers including my hon. friend had expres-
sed some doubts in regard to this mat tar 
In the first week of November, our stock 
position was 4.1 million tonnes. In lhr 
1st week of October, it was 5.4 million 
tonnes. The most difficult period, accord-
ing to our past experience in our countiv 
is that----

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: Now, there i# 
confusion* The first figure given was 9.4 
million tonnes in J*ly-----

MR. DEPUTY-5PEAKER: The hon.
Member may kindly note down these Inu-
res, I  shall permit him to adc a few 
questions Utter.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
(Seramporo): Yesterday, he could not
give the correct figures, but today he is 
giving the correct figures.

SfiRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
The most difficult period m our food eco-
nomy in any year, which we call the lean 
period, is between July and Octobcr. be 
cause during that period, neither the tabi 
nor the kharif crop is tfEere and the off-
take is usually very high. During these 
few months there was very heavy offtake. 
Noimally during this month, ‘he:e was 
no procurement, but now the situation has 
changed, and the khanf crops have started 
coming in, and procurement has been 
started 1 shall obtain the latest fiyuies, 
but my feeling is that by today we must 
have crossed about 4 lakhs tonnes of rice 
piocurement, and by the end of a week 
or so, we shall be touching 1,2 million 
tonnes The Chief Ministers’ Conference 
and the Agricultural Prices Commission 
had recommended a procurement of 4.5 
million tonnes of paddy plus coaise grains 
during this kharif season. Perhaps, due 
to setback in some of the States, hon 
Members may have some doubts and they 
may like to know whether this laiget is 
likely to be attained Our effort is to 
attain the target and to make every possible 
effort. In fact, we have intensified our pro-
curement efforts in every possible way, and 
T feel confident that we shall be in a posi-
tion to cross last year’s figure, though 
last year's crop position was relatively a 
lift’- better than during this year; still, I 
do feel that we shall be able to cross it, 
and I do feel confident that we shall be 
in a position to reach 3.5 million tonnes 
as far as the total procurement out of the 
kharif crop is concerned. But I am touch-
ing a little different point. I was saying- 
that replenishment of stock bad started. 
Tt was not only a question of offtake alone 
in the first week of November, the total 
foodgrams stock position is 4.1 million 
tonnes By the end of January, we expect, 
and that is also not based on some guess 
work but on our past performance sw<T 
present or current trends, that during the 
next two months, namely December and 
January, that is, by end of January, we 
shall have a total procurement oflm ilH on 
tonnes of rice.
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Even now some offtake takes placc. 
By and large, by January-end we will 
have 3 to 3.5 million tonnes stocks with 
us. Then comes April. Some members 
have been feeling that after April the 
position will get very difficult. What hap-
pens in April? In April, our rabi procure-
ment starts. If we look into the history 
of the food economy of the country, it 
is an encouraging sign that whatever hap-
pens m kharif /abi production is very 
stable and is continuously going up. 
Wheat procurement has come to attain a 
very important place in our food economy.
1 am not a prophet, nor an astrologer, but 
indications are that the wheat crop *s go-
ing to be much better because of excellent 
rainfall wc received and also the intensive 
efforts Government in co-opera* ion with 
State Governments have undertaken.

SHRI D1NEN BHATTACHARYYA 
He is contradicting the Finance Minister.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHTNDK: As 
for sowing reports, in a number of States 
sowing has taken placc according to plan 
In fact, in certain States, they have even 
crossed the target. So i anticipate any-
thing between 5 and 6 million tonnes pro-
curement. It is within reach and I '■hall 
not be surprised if even this figuie is cros-
sed as far as rabi wheat procurement is 
concerned, which starts in April.

Therefore, the overall food cconomy, 
picture—the grainwise composition is diff-
erent, and there are certain matters which 
need closer examination in' that regard- 
considered in terms of the total availabili-
ty of foodgrains is going to be reasonably 
well despite the fact that we had such a 
terrific setback, The limited point I was 
making is to show that hon. members 
have been a little uncharitable—I am not 
prepared to criticise them—when they said 
that the food economy o | the country has 
not been properly managed.

Reference was made to import of food* 
grains and it was asked why we have em-
barked on it when we were talking of self- 
«J®deocy. I  would refer hon* members 
to my speech made three months ago on

floor of the House. At that time, I made 
the point for the kind consideration of 
hon. members that to the extent possible 
approach is based on self-reliance not to 
resort to import, Five years or ten years 
earlier—I am not blaming anybody— 
when any such calamity overtook us, we 
were thinking only of resorting to import. 
This time we did not adopt that strategy. 
We said, since wc have stock, let us tiy 
and take up food production programmes 
to the extent possible and whatever de-
ficit remains, let us make it up by our 
own efforts. At that time, I also made 
another point that as far as food import 
is concerned, there is no ideology invol-
ved. Let it be remembered that this year 
we are not alone in entering the wo* Id 
market. As some hon. members have 
rightly pointed out, some countries with 
a much stronger economy have entered 
the international maiket. What is wrong 
in it? It is a realistic, pragmatic, assess-
ment of the food situation in their own 
countries. Therefore, if in one of th_* 
worst years, we are also likely to makj 
some marginal import, I do not think hon. 
members should think that everything has 
gone wrong with our food policy or food 
production programme. This marginal 
import we are going to make is only to 
ensure the food economy against any pres-
sure from prices and other difficulties. 1 
do not consider it wrong if we have to 
make some marginal import, if we need 
it in the interest of our country and in 
the interest of the stability of the food 
cconomy

A question was asked why the Food 
Secretary had gone abroad. There seem 
to have been some newspaper reports that 
he is on a secret mission. This was flash-
ed from Washington and on that basis 
hon. members have made a query. Yes, 
the Food Secretary is out of India. There 
was a Sugar Council meeting in London; 
there is also a Wheat Council meeting in 
London. He has gone to attend these 
on behalf of the Government. Naturally, 
when he is there, he has to make some en-
quiries because we have asked him to en- 
queune about the position of availability 
in the market etc. So there is nothing 
secret or suspicious about his ♦rip to 
U R
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Then, the hon. Merriber, Shri Piloo 

Mody, made an observation that this Gov-
ernment has no planned approach. Per-
haps he has in mind that we are not 
catching...

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): Wrong 
priority

SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE; Plan 
priority. Perhaps he means to say that we 
are not giving adequate attention to agri-
culture in our planning I would like to 
draw his attention to the fact as to what 
has been the plan provision during the 
last few years for the agricultural sector 
and for the crops which contribute to our 
food economy. The hon. Member him-
self can ascertain that almost 20 per cent 
of our allocation is going diicctly to agri-
culture, but what has to be realised today 
is that in the food economy, it is not only 
minor inigation, not only the development 
of agriculture, but even the industiial 
hacking is required for the development 
of modern agriculture Today, hon Mem-
bers are aware that this country is suffer-
ing from the lack of fertilisers. How to 
increase the production in agiiculture with-
out adequate fertilisers? That means, 
without a properly developed chemical in-
dustry in this country and fertilisers in 
this country, we shall not be in a position 
to take our agriculture to a higher level.

For instance, Shri Piloo Mody put in 
the thesis that the Government has been 
spending so much on Bokaro, neglecting 
agriculture. This is also an absurd thesis. 
No theoretician is required to understand 
these problems. Today, in Indian agricul-
ture, whether it is the pumping sets, or 
electric motors, or rural electrification, 
tractors, spraying machines, tiarvesting ma-
chines and so oa—anything requires steel, 
and without steel, no modem agriculture 
is possible. Therefore, I  do not taiow 
why Shri Pflao Mody ft mat 4n a  position 
to appreciate tile aiolplft fads of life. 
Today, .you will M  'that without *  m m  
industrial 'support, modem «*fewlture will 
never «om* >up. Bvwi «rar productivity 
level will not go up.

SHRl PILOO MODY: Are you serious-
ly suggesting that 1  do not understand that?
It is the appointment of priorities, and in 
the appointment of priorities, steel must 
take a back seat to agriculture. (Interrup
tion*).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: This is an-
other wrong priority to speak sitting.

SHRl ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
These are just complementary activities.
If you neglect fertilisers, if you neglcct 
steel production, and if you neglect pesti-
cides and the production of chemical com-
ponents which are required for plant pro-
tection measures, modern agiiculture in 
this country will never be possible. Pro-
ductivity of the foodcrops can go up if 
these modern inputs are available Thcie- 
fore. I do not accept the criticism that 
the Government has jio plan prioiity or 
the Government is not right in following 
a paiticular policy approach.

Shu Panda made one very valid point, 
and 1 concede that; he said that there 
should be a better economic co-ordination 
for food production He is right, bccause, 
just now, as I made out, whether it is the 
question of power shortage or the ques-
tion of fertiliser shortage or any other in-
put, the other Ministries oome in, and 
therefore, the Government of India has 
realised this, and in fact, we have already 
a committee at the Cabinet Secretary's 
level to co-ordinate and at the political 
level, the Economic Committee of the 
Cabinet is trying to co-ordinate aH these 
matters, and this coordination, I quite con-
cede, is essential if we have to see that 
these shortages of inputs do not lead to 
some difficulties in the prodacttah of agri-
culture.

Then, the two basic points about food 
policy were raised. Some hon. Members 
had doubts whether, when we are going 
to take over the wholesale trade, we will 
diKsctly purchase from the farmed. Shri 
«htittacbafyya, one dt <m M r ir  cafttea- 
gtftt, p d b m  it Wtt. Vritli «*» fltefJOtat. 
As 'tor the fcf Ix v fa lk m *
m r n ,  m  m m  % » ^HHlftafe the



a 37 F&ad Situation iM )  AGRA HAVANA, *, 1894 (SAKA) Feed Situation (M) 238

intermediarfes a«d establish direct k &h- 
•tionship with the producers. Wc wish to 
purchase directly, and in this direction 
also, some steps have been taken and wc 
wish to .pursue this matter.

Even in regard to wholesale trade, I 
would like to submit for the consideration 
of the House ami of Mr. Piloo Mody that 
no ideological considerations are involved 
in this. He is well aware and he is a well- 
read man, and I would draw his attention 
to the fact that after the 1943 Bengal fa-
mine, the then British Government ap-
pointed one Commission to go into the food 
cconomy of this country. The Commission 
was appointed by the most conservative 
government in this country in 1943 and 
it made a considered report to the Govern-
ment of India It said that laissez fairc 
should not be allowed in the food ccono-
my in this country. It savs:

“In India, the problems of food 
supply and nutrition are fundamental 
and must at all times be one of the pri-
mary concerns of the Central, Provincial 
and State Governments. It fc abundant-
ly clear that a policy of laissez-faire in 
the matter of food supply and distribu-
tion can lead nowhere and would pro-
bably end in a catastrophe.”

Wc have so much experience. Bad years 
do come. This is a normal feature of tro-
pical weather conditions. So, if we allow 
free trade in foodgrains and essential com-
modities, prices will shoot up, as happened 
this 'year and in 1966-67, and our poor 
people will be hvrt. Therefore, in major 
foodgrains, no private trade should be 
allowed. Even Japan does not allow pri-
vate trade in paddy and rice.

SHRT PILOO MODY: They manage it 
well.

StfRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: We 
"wUl tifeo manage ft.

SHRI PILOO MODY: You first prove 
Hut management. I can prove to you that 
in every&mg •you 1m  managed as far as 
food tfnd other domfcodities *afe concerned, 
fttffelias'been a M  or 3t> to SO or feven a

100 per cent -increase to the consumer over 
your procurement price. Don't turn it into 
an ideological argument. If you want to 
manage it. do it efficiently.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
That is why we want that public sector 
agencies like the Food Corporation should 
have a commanding role to play in the 
market. We shall pursue our policy of 
eliminating intermediaries and have direct 
contact with the producers, so that the 
consumers also may benefit. I am not 
baying that there are no weaknesses m the 
public sector, or everything is all right in 
the FC1. I only say. let us strengthen it 
and remove the weaknesses. Let us not 
make it a “political issue but ‘a national 
issue.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi- 
wafeh): Will you persuade the Mjsorc Gov-
ernment to take over the wholesale trade? 
They have rejected the idea.

SHRI JYOriRMOY BOSU <Diam:uid 
Harboui): UP and West Bengal want lo 
have State Food Corporations. What 
about that? You do not have a national 
food policy and a national food budget. 
You want to make politics out of food. 
We understand it.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
About Mysore, it is a very uncharitable 
and wrong inference. A» far as paddy 
procurement is concerned, they do not 
want to proceed with it right now. They 
have never said they would not resort to 
take over of wholesale trade. We have 
given a little discretion to the State Go-
vernments. They must first prepare them-
selves for the take-over. All the detail? 
must be worked out and the necessary 
machinery should be set up. They can 
use that discretion and do it right now or 
in the rabi. What the Mysore Govern-
ment has dctae 4*8 not in any way incon-
sistent with It. I feel confident that til the 
State Governments will follow his line. 
'On the fifth Dedsniber, l  have called a 
conference tff jeffi toe $bod Ttfftrtstm atid 
<T dhall pursue 'with Ulttn two vitifl aftpttGfS 
t&’fae fodfi 'eedhomy. ItfttsfiriVe effort tor
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procurement during this year would be 
one item for consideration and the other 
item would be how we can prepare our-
selves for the take-over of the wholesale 
trade. 1 have no doubt that in this coun-
try all the major political parties will 
support the government in this major issue 
of the take-over of the wholesale trade, 
because there is general consensus on that.

SHRI PILOO MODY: If you have an 
intensive battle against corruption, we will 
support it.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: As 
far as this aspect is concerned, it is a 
fundamental policy and there ( can be no 
compromise or change in policy.

Then a suggestion has been made that 
distribution should be put on a sound 
footing. In the food economy, while pro-
curement and stock-piling are important, 
more important than them is the distribu-
tion system, making the food reach mil-
lions of consumers. What needs to be 
done is to strengthen the public distiibu- 
tion system. As T mentioned in the other 
House yesterday, we do not want to resort 
to this only as a temporary expedient be-
cause there is some set-back in the food 
economy. We want to make it a per-
manent arrangement so that all important 
essential commodities are distributed 
through the public distribution system.

SHRI PILOO MODY: All the distri-
butors are clapping!

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
The trouble with Shri Mody is that he 
thinks that everyone in this country is 
wrong. I will consider it as the happiest 
day when I am able to convince him on 
fundamental problems and fundamental 
approaches*

SHRI BHOOBNDRA JHA (Jamagar):
I t will be a bad day for you.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: A 
number of valuable aqggettioiu have been 
made by hon. Members, from both aides 
of tf» Hons*. We arote&t* tfwee

suggestions. For instance, Shri Venkata- 
subbaiah laid great stress on dry land 
farms.

The tragedy in the food production of 
this country is that there is a lot of un-
certainty in khariff production. I want 
to mention this here because this is an 
important occasion to debate this point. 
We have considered how to remove the 
uncertainly in kharif production and bring 
about some stability in our total volume 
of production. On closer examination we 
found that the only remedy is to increase 
the proportion or percentage of labi pro-
duction. Fortunately, this country happens 
to be blessed by god and nature, because 
from Amritsar to Dibrugarh we have an 
area which has rich potential of under- 
rround water No other country in the 
world i» blessed with that much abundance 
of underground water.

SHRI INDR A JIT GUPTA: But you
are not exploiting them.

SHRI PILOO MODY: He is gotng
underground.

SHRT ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : We 
are exploiting them.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: What is
the percentage of cultivable area in the 
country which is irrigated ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 1 
would request him to see what is happen-
ing in West Bengal.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: We have 
achieved much more than what you have 
achieved at the all-India level.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : Our 
approach is to lay emphasis on the ex-
ploitation of underground water while not 
neglecting medium and minor irrigation.

We have provided Rs. 150 crores Cor 
emergency production, programme. Tfee 
main elenaem of this prograrame J» to 
exploit underground water* o r ' paqffcp
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waters where it is available. Already some 
•advance has been made.

Then, a few years earlier the share of 
rabi production out of the total produc-
tion was 30 per cent. Then it went on 
increasing to 34 per cent and 35 per cent 
and Ittot year it came to 40 per cent. When 
this is taken to 45 or 46 per cent, and wc 
propose to do that, I am sure that the 
element of uncerainty in the food economy 
will be eliminated The food ccononiy ol 
this country will be put on a sound foot-
ing. Therefore, we propose to proceed 
in this direction. The last thing that I 
would sa y ....

SHRI PILOO MODY: Before you
finish, you please tell us about the F00J 
Corporation of India—what you plan to 
do about the cleaning up of the Food 
Corporation of India ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE. As 
far as the food economy of the country is 
concerned, I feel confident the way the 
rabi crop has started coming up. In 
1968-69, it was 34 million tonnes; 1969-70 
37 million tonnes; 1970-71—39 million 
tonnes, and 1971-72—42.7 million tonnes. 
Progressively, the graph is going up. I 
shall not be surprised if this year it crosses 
46-47 million tonnes and wheat production 
crosses 30 million tonnes. Therefore, I 
have full faith in the food economy of 
the country.

As far as the future of agricultural India 
is concerned, I have full faith and full 
confidence about it, I have full faith in 
the farmers of the country. I would also 
like to appeal to all sides of the House, 
let us try to understand the problems of 
Indian agriculture and let not the politics 
be brought into i t  We would like to have 
cooperation of all the parties. In the 
history of any country, some such set-
backs do come. I think, we are mature 
enough as » nation and, by developing 
determined win and unity, we la m  be 
able to overcome temporary vefM ks. 
We may fcave some imports ta the difficult 
years! I  tfefcft, this country ti  How hi a

position to say that we need not import 
food in normal years. Therefore, as far 
as the future of this country is concerned 
the country’s economy is going to be on 
a very sound footing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS rose—

SHRI PILOO MODY: What about the 
Food Corporation of India? He cannot 
be allowed to sit down without saying 
something about the Food Corporation ot 
India. He must say something about it. 
(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order,
please. AU of you kindly sit down 
Allow me to regulate the proceedings of 
the House.

Now, I can very well appreciate the 
anxiety of the Members; they are very 
much agitated over it, excited over it.

AN HON. MEMBER: You also, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I am con-
cerned now with regulating the proceed-
ings of the House.

Yesterday, we had a full discussion on 
the food situation. The Minuter has 
given a very elaborate reply. He has 
taken almost 45 minutes today. Yesterday 
also, he spoke. ? do not know what is 
the total time he has taken.

SHRI VASANT .SATHE (Akola) . 
Yesterday, he was not allowed to speak.

MR. DEUPTY-SPEAKER: Anyway, 
whether he was allowed to speak or not 
he has given a very elaborate reply. 
Even so, I find many Members are not 
satisfied and there are many questions 
which they like to be answered. I  am 
quite open to that; I am quite responsive 
to that. But, at the same time, there 
should be a limit. I  see almost the entire 
House is on its legs, so many Members 
on this side sod oa.that side of the House. 
If I  allow everybody, then there begins 
another defetoatfftin.
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fcMr i Dflpoty'tSpeaker]
Now • I would kke you to co-operate 

So many «f you want to ask questions, 
firet, -the number could be cut down if 
possible only one from each partv may 
ask 1 would not allow more than one 
number from each party

SOME HON MEMBERS No, Sir

SHRI K S CHAVIiA Yesterday I 
was not allowed to vpeak (interruptions)

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER Order 
please Let us not go by the number Will 
eveiy member agree to this—only one 
question for one member*7 (Inter tiptton\) 
It you do not agree even to this then I 
cannot allow Only one question to one 
member anj he should not take more 
than one minute in ftammg the question 
The Minister will note down all those 
questions and he will give a composite 
reply

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU No Sir 
Let him reply to each question

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER That cannot 
not be done, then it becomes a running 
dialogue a tunning debate No I cannot 
do that

Smcc CPM is the biggest Opposition 
group I think I will begin fiom CPM 1 
wouid lequest Mi Jyotirmoy Bosu to be 
as good as his word and as well arranged 
in his argument as he is well dressed to 
day He should not take more than 
one minute

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU This is 
with regard to importation of food What 
is this commercial dealing visa-vis what 
you had previously as far as importation 
of food from America is concerned Is it 
a fact or not that you are required to 
pay 32 dollars per tonne in excess com 
paired to the prevalent prices and other 
transactions that you had? We want ful-
ler details about your importation prog-
ramme—the quantity and the target

tfHRI XARTIK ©RAON (Loimrdfcga)
1 wOtttd'Hke to-know from-the- Oovwrn
meat *tfetber th e^ tav *  *ot «eme prag-
matic approach to H*** tfaDdopro-

4uottan this year so that it can keep us 
going next year regardless of what pro 
duction we have next year

SHRI B N REDDY (Niryttfgudu) The 
entile State of Andhra Piadesh with four 
crore people has been under seveie 
drought for the last two years What as 
sistance has the C entral Government given 
how many tonnes of giams have been 
provided9 Js the Cental Government 
aware of the fact that still hundreds and 
thousands ot people are migrating from 
one area to another because of severe 
drought and no gram is prov ded m 
thousands of villaj.es'’

SHRI R S PANDIY (Raimndi. ton) 
taking into tonsideiation the lane1 that 
is available tor cultivation in thi whole 
world we have tot onh 2 per et it of 
the land where cultiv ition is 1 une done 
tnd we have 14 per cent ot the popula 
lion 1 want to know whether the Gov 
crnment is seriously thinking of having a 
separate I ivc Yefar Plan only for au icul 
ture because this Mmistiy is a veij com 
prehensive one unless feitihseis water, 
hybrid seeds pesticides etc aie available, 
they cannot introduce moJcin cultivation 
I want to know whethei the Food and 
Agriculture Ministry is gom* to approach 
the Planning Commission provide a 
separate fund for Five Year Plan 'epalate-
ly

SHRI K S CHAVDA The hoa 
Minister, while replying said that the buf 
fer stock on 1st of July was 9 4 million 
tonnes

SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE 
That is stocks

mRl K S CHAVDA Then, he *ud 
on 1st «k>vqg$»r, it was 44 Bul-

lion Htovws fWow» I  that
Am *  a w iM fr jip t.  to Inn

inifljQn.,>Mnes as >*on 
i*t vfuly £ 8 jqcifylpm
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tonnes moved during the four months of 
Jutf, August, September and October 
1972* then the stofiks as o« 1st November 
should be 6.6 million tonnes. So, the Gov-
ernment is confused over the actual figure. 
Wifi he' clarify the position?

«SHRf D. D. DESAI (Kaira): Now, it 
has been established beyond doubt- that 
the Communist system has failed the 
wdfld over in regard to agricultural pro-
duction and my recent visit has also 
shown me that practically all the Com-
munist countries are not doing well in 
regard to food production. Would the 
Government now not yield to pressure 
of the Communists and move away from 
that system to some other system by 
which the food production can be increas-
ed?

SHRI PILOO MODY: The only other 
system is the Swatantra way.

V *  {W&T) :
tftfssnar sft, #  srre % w r t r  it 
w r r  f  f a  snft 
irsw roTfv «o

^  3Tfsfl' f t  <rt 1
STTT ^  «FTT f> rr %  ?TFT

t i t  ^  ' t a  s t ^ t t  T3r% t i t

str^«rr «r sntf % * 1? *
«F 3ft *erra t t  ’c r t ^ t  t i t  t r t f r

f %  % m?*t vpm t  srrra- 

p t \  1 1 f  Jtr <rnr ^
i f  t d f t  t i t  a f t *  w x  |  ?

spftT %
«rr«fr % far* # ott f  

f a *  ^  < m  st, dtar m  *  
ift ^«f)f «rrfft fo tfra  m
4 % a iW T  *=C 9 #  I
w r  i f f  # * r »f tfr w*? srw  m

<r p
w  *r«ft aft ^  x«r a ra  »fr

v fFC  nWT t?T TV Wm vt VTf In

«rf«RT ^  *ttt 1 w
SfPT ^|f afafcT
^ q rr  f  sft *t t ^  ^  w  sftr

^  ?r% %  f ^ r  *r>r *£sr t  1

* r r  t i t  tr^r ifttPTT £  f m  %

*rsfar ^  ?RT^ tit $*Tr' flrr̂
ir a rtarsiT  f  fa*r 

sflftTCT TT?ff % t u M ! 1 w  m  
? m  m  %

^  t  ?

SHRT CHAPALENDU BHATTA-
CHARYYIA (Gifidih): Through you I 
would like to know whether it is a fact 
that at long last, three hilly regions of 
Chota Nagpur, Ladakh and a portion of 
Himachal Pradesh have been identified
as backward areas in agriculture and if 
so. what plans have the Ministry of 
Agriculture prepared to put into effect a 
crash programme?

SHRI G. VLSWANATHAN; I would 
like to know from the Minister whether 
the demand for tractors is going down 
in the country and what steps are they 
going to take to see that, while fixing the 
ceiling on land holdings, the Government 
also will consider fragmentation 'and un-
economic holdings?

SHRI AMfclT NAHATA (Barmer). In 
order to ensure efficient, prompt and 
clean administration in the matter of pro-
curement and public distribution of food* 
grains, will the Minister devise ways and 
means by which statutory popular com-
mittees of the people at att ltve4s are ac-
tively 'associated in this process?

: w e w ,
sfr, TtT?: s r & r .$  sfa r  srarPT * f? r

m f  r t  * p r t  *r$err g f%
p r t  $ 9  t i t  T O rrt ^  ^  f ^ r r r

ifrr w i t  |  ? fiwnfr
H  I  *rip
^  *it
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(*ft 

^ f  i > f t r r f
WW apTT HfTOT 3TT T |  |  ?

«ft 1JW W  »m f (<TT̂ fr) ^TT- 
vm  3fr, t w w w  % 32,0 0 0  w r  *
% 25,000 *tt«t> ^  i m ? r  f a r f r  |  1

^  focRT SPTT3T TTOWTT Vt
'Tfsrr $ ? «ftr w r  r r ^ r r s r  4 m
' j f t  ^  3fT SPfl̂ ft I  cTT% ŜTTTt, WPSft
r r ^  ^nft^r wt fcrerf *rt srr ?r% ?

SHRI PILOO MODY: Why is it that 
the Food Minister has not made any 
reference to the ‘condemnation* that 1 
made of the Food Corporation of India 
and the corrupt practices indulged in by 
the Food Corporation of India, the absurd 
prices at which products have been bought 
and sold, and the fact that there is tre-
mendous labour unrest within the Cor-
poration for which the management is 
solely and directly responsible? Why is 
it that he has not made any reference to 
these at all?

SHRI P. M MEHTA (BhavnagarV. Is 
the Government aware that immediately 
after the AICC Resolution on take-over 
of wholesale tftde of wheat and rice, 85 
per cent of the foodgrain stock disappear-
ed from the food market of the major 
cities of Gujarat? Is the Government 
wanting to employ the same traders who 
are now engaged in wholesale trade as 
commission agents at the commission rate 
of 7i per cent?

SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL BHA- 
TIA (Amritsar)* Is it la fact that we have 
got more than 4 million tonnes of food- 
grains and more are being augmented 
through the arrival of new crops? May I 
know whether the foodgrains which we 
are going to import will he acting us buf-
fer stock for our future tpod needs?

w t m f  (3* t*r) 
tft, W  W^)r Ijff ft 2 0 ,0 0 0

20,000 fate*r wmw

fsw nr fsrr «rr i s&r
(%  ijtfr <fto tffo M l

* w rr r  f ^ r r  t  ftrer *r 
srw r |  f r  v*rrz *r?rr*

*  10,000 fw£*r t o  % w  q$prr
I  iftr 15,000 forar q ^ n  ts
vft* *r ^  p rr*  «r$r

#  f*T# TO $> I  WW
ft *TPT5r «rr% « t r t  t i  

% *r>r tft w & rn  t  i
f  ^ r ^ n - f  far ift

t  ^  qr t r f t  ^  <rf«r 
t?tt ^  sft m € t  f«rr *rter |

SHRI RANABAHADUR SINGH 
(Sidhi)* In considering the food policy, 
the millet crops are acutely disregarded 
by the Government A vast majority of 
the population of the adiVasis are entirely 
depedent upon the millet crops for their 
total requirements of food. So, 1 want to 
know this from the Government Will 
this aspect be taken into consideration by 
the Government while formulating the 
food policy?

15.00 his.

WFJft .

s r o r a  f  ^  w m  ^ r r  
f  far *!tt » r t  ?nr |  f a  % r  ir 
qjfs'^iTT v f  t f  frrcr

«T3T| r f t  % ĉTTarsr $r y fb n f  
f t  t ,  f f k  W  «Tf ^T?r tif)1 ^  I  fap
fa$TT sn s rrr  % H ^rrf fWr^^ra: % 
wr«FTff % 9,000 ^  ^  * r  iffcrora 
f*F*7T $ , $w t « r w r d  ^  srvthffar

9 0 1  VASANT SATHE: In View o< 
the national emergeacy, wttl Governtnent 
consider a proposal to declare this day* 
namely Thursday, as a  national fast day 
for all so as to conserve food?

SHRIMAT1 M.; GODFREY Nominated 
—Anglo-Indians): I would like to know
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from the hon. Minister what steps Gov-
ernment propose to take to bring down 
the prices of foodstuffs so that the poor 
man can get enough food to eat.

SHRI C. D. GAUTAM (Balaghat)* 
May I know the names of the districts 
in Madhya Pradesh which have been 
declared as famine-affected?

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO CMa- 
hendragarh): I would like the hon Minis-
ter to inform us what the average con-
sumption of fertilisers per acre in India 
is, tend how it compares with the position 
in other advanced countries like the U.S.A., 
Japan, Candaa and Australia, and what 
concrete steps Government have taken or 
are taking to improve the position

tfr t o  % tfr 
t  *r> 2 ^  ?>*r

3 ^>fr 1 ^  f

f  ^n srift % 
’errff? ffrsn r 

v t  3TfT 5 ^  *  Tm?r
f^TcTT ^  I

SHRI D. K. PANDA (Bhanjanagai): 
1 would like to draw the attention 
of the hon. Minister to the fact that 
though it has been stated that enough 
buffer stock is there to meet any contin-
gency in the country, yet in the Ganjam 
district of Orissa, whereas according to 
the district collector of Ganjam...........

MR. DBPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, he it 
going into details.

SHRI D. K. PANDA: My question
baa remained ,unanswered.

While in Ganjam district 7500 tonnes 
of rice art required every month, so far 
only 2000 tonnes have been given. In 
view of this and also in view of the fact 
feat the prices are stfll going up, may I 
kn»w wlutt concrete measures Government

are going to take to reach enough rice to 
the scarcity areas in order to meet their 
requirements?

SHRI K. P. UNNIKRISHNAN (Bada- 
gara): May I know whether a deficit 
State like Kerala is going to get less food-
grains this year than earlier as a result 
of a new scheme of distribution and 
aliso whether the IDA and the World 
Bank are going to interfere or have al-
ready interfered with our scheme of na-
tionalisation of the foodgrains trade?

, ; 11° wnftrrrrmjr «rtfn(*r?*r1rc):

% TF5R?*rrc % <?»* yp fR yre % stt* % 
srarFT f w  «rr sftr  *r?r «tt f r  t o  if 
3R- STflff q r  **tt s ftr  s r f te  
• f t  vrrft v m m , ww f a  w n  
* T < z n v r r T % $ i z r z w t  sr& rrn; 
t o  ^  f%«TT |  t o  % ^  w fr  vgr&r
% f?*TT I ^Tt *TT
^fTT f^TT f% *rnr trqjo snf® 
%■ «rr̂ r wwr w rtm g t srr & ?

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR (Ah-
med abaci): In view of the worsening food 
situation and several months ahead of 
dangers and difficulties, also perhaps lead-
ing to violence, does the Minister plan to 
utilise this opportunity to take some long-
term projects.. . .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He has re-
plied to that.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: ....a n d  
not merely go on on the basis of making 
ad hoc arrangements?

SOME HON. MEMBERS rose—

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: 1 have al-
lowed 27 members. Shri Piloo Mody 
wants a second chance. The Minister

SHRI PILOO. MODY: What about the 
movement o f maize to Gujarat?
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If he ha* 
replied to^somc points- raised, he need re-
ply only to the other points.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Th'ank you.

A question was asked about nature of 
imports; naturally anxiety was expressed 
whether, when we are going to import, 
we would agree to certain conditions of 
those countries from which we might pur-
chase. As 1 made clear, we are going 
to purchase purely on a commercial basis. 
Th’at is, we are not going to agree to 
any conditions such as those under PL 
480. Ob  tbis there need be no misap-
prehensions.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 32 per 
tonne extra. The more we are specific, 
the more evasive he is.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHFNDE; 
There is the limitation «£ time, but 1 
would answer it. I am sorry our friend 
only bases his questions on some news 
items emanating from Washington.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU. Yes, I do, 
from every country.

SHRI ANNASAHEB' P. SHINDE: 
Only when we take the decision to im-
port, we can say whether we are likely 
to pay a higher price. 1 hfave also care-
fully looked into the news ifem which 
is the basis of his question.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Is that Washington or some other news?

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: Billy
Graham news.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
It has been said feat Soviet Union and 
China have entered the international mar-
ket in August and1 in July itself we aHwald 
have decided to import. 1  cmtfd not tofaw 
the prospects of the k&arif? season then. 
We had expected a very comfortable stock 
position. So to say that at futt time, 
we should Inra <kcid»d to import is

something with which* F db not agfee1 afe 
all. Naturally, the price wift dfcpood oil 
demand and supply. When there has* 
been large-scale purctwse by some Mg 
countries, prices have gone up. Purchases 
are always at the market price.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY , BOSU: How
much higher?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHJNDE'
1 do not think the Government of India 
have erred in any way. In fact, we have 
taken a decision which should be taken.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Be precise. 
How much higher are you paying per 
tonne? If you had bought in July-August 
what would be the price? What did 
China and Russia pay?

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA; And what 
pi ice would have had to be paid if you 
had bought it before the birth of Shri 
Jyotimroy Bow?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE* 
Purchases have still to be effected. I shall 
not be in a position to indicate with Arith-
metical precision.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: You are
evading. On a point of order.

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: There is no- 
point ef order. You may not be satis-
fied with the reply.

m m  JYOTHMdOY BOSU; How mm* 
higher price will he pay? I say ha wiH pay 
$ 3a per tonne e*tr*

AN HOW. MEMBER: How much <#d
China pay?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SH R M ; 
Questions have been asked about Andhra 
supply, Rajasthan supply and even U.P. 
supply. It wilt be very diMctft to give 
state-wi** figures, I cao fsjrnisfc them to 
the concerned boa- members-

As &r aa Andhra Pmtfttb i* eoaeeraed, 
though AmHm  P t» M  is nwmatty ft 
m ttkm  State, 4mm*  **  m m  «*
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last few months, we have supplied 27 ,000 
tonnes of rkc," 1,27 ,000 tonnes of wheat 
and about 28,000 tonnes of other grai.ns. 
In all, J ,82,000 tonnes have been sup-

·plit;d to Andhra. Pradesh. s:milarly, about 
1;11,000 tonnes have been supplie.d to 
Raj'asthan from January to_ October. 

· Then · there was ·a suggestion about a 
separate plan for food production. We 
will pass on this suggestion to the Plan-
ning M.inistry. For the information of 
Shri Pandey , I would say that \vhen we 
finalise the Plan. the allocations for the 
Ministry of Agriculture are a lways sepa-
rate and identified. 

S.HRl R. S. PANDEY: No co-operat ion 
·with the other Ministries. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAK E R: Or·der please. 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Anyway, f note your suggestion. Then, 
my hon. friend had some doubts about 
the stock figures. I do not know. I 
have never sa id something different. (IH-
.termptions) 1 would only say that at the 
beginning of July. the actual stock was 
n ine million tonnes. On the I st Novem-
l ier, it was 4. I. (I 11terruptio11s). 

'SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: It is G. l ac-
·cording to the statement. Either the srate-
rment is correct or he is correct.. Both 
cannot be correc.t. (l11terr1tptiims) . On the 
"14th November, the statement made by 
·the Minister shows ihat the stock. was 5 
mill[on tonnes. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order; 
please. If heckling . goes on all- the . time 
like this, nothing can come out. 

'SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: It is on record . 

SHRI ANNASAJ;IEB P. SHINDE: 
·one of the questions that has been asked 
was-

SHIH .PliLOO MQDY: You have side-
stepped the issue without making the 
clllilficatiort. Yery 'clever!· 

SHRI AN~ASAHEB P SHINDE: 
rhink the hon. Member Mr. Bhatia put 

this quc.stion whether the imports propPsea 
would 'augment · our stock position. He 
is right. These imports should ai.1gment 
!lour mills are closed' for want of food-
grains. Th.ere also, a decision has been 
taken. The a llotment of flour mills is 
not made by the Centre. We make the 
allotment to the State Governments and 
the State Governments in turn allot to 
the flour mills. In this p'articular c~. 
what is the cause of the closing down of 
the flour mills, I do not know. J will 
fin d ' out from the Rajasthan Governmei.l. 
If f get the informal ion, T shall pass it on 
lo the Hou se. 

Then. a question has been ;:sked by SJiri 
Ranabahadur Singh. He said millets 
'hould be give n adequate importan..:e in 
LHir food strategy. [ entirely agree with 
him, and if he Is good enough to look in· 
to so me of the pronouncements. he will 
find that the 

1 
Government of India i.; g.iv· 

ing considerable importance to millets be-
cause they are mainly grown and consum: 
eel by our Adivasis and some of the peo-
ple in the drought-prone areas. Then, it 
was mentioned that the fertiliser .'<upplies 
in respect of Bihar were Jess. Mr. Sha~ii-i 
rut this question. It is true that tlli'S year. 
hccause the rabi production programme 
has been taken up and there were some 
constraints; because it is beyond the ..:.on· 
trot of my Ministry, there has been :,ome 
shortfall in production fr0m domestic fac-
tories and the availability in the interna-
r.ion'a l market has also been limited. Even 
on this, we have taken care to see that as 
compa red lo last year, for the rabi pro-
gramme, 22 per cent more has been en-
su red in respect of the State Governments 
including the Bihar Government. Jf there 
is anything SJ?ecific like_ bungling o.r mis-
;1ppropriat ion, if the hon. Member is good 
enough .to: write to me, I will spe ifically 
take up th'at case with the Bihar Go\·ern-
ment. 

Mr. Piloo Mody put one qucstio1) about 
the Food CorporatioJJ. I w,ou)d submit 
that some of the cases aQq . S().W~ of fh.9 
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enquiries to which reference was made 
earlier on the floor of this House are 
being carried on by the C.B.I. The C.B.I. 
have been informing us from tune to time 
of the progress of the investigation.

They are very much seized of it. Since 
they have to look into veiy voluminous 
records and examine a number of 
witnesses, they are naturally taking some 
time I would underline that we arc 
seized of the matter and we shall comc to 
a very quick decision about the manage-
ment of the Food Corporation.

An allegation was made that fair prtcc 
shops were given only to some Cong5es» 
workers; I strougly refute it.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA ■
These ate facts.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Our 
advice to the State Government is thai 
preference should be given to corporate 
bodies like village pancbayats and co-
operatives for running shops if they aic 
in a position to do so; otherwise it must 
be given to private parties, but not on 
the basis of political affiliations;

The demand for tractors has gone down 
and we have also noticed ft. Perhaps one 
of the reasons was the very high level of 
prices of tractors in our country. We are 
examining the problem. Another hon. 
Member said that junce fragmentation and 
the emergency of a large number of un-
economic holdings are affecting the 
country I sound agricultural planning 
might not be possible. I entirely share his 
views. '

A very important question has been 
raised by Shri Nahataji: to associate 
popular committee® both at the procure-
ment and disribution level. It is a very 
important suggestion and we would like 
to proceed in that direction because such 
association will eliminate some malprac-
tices and to  the extent possible it should 
'Strengthen the systeta »f procurement 
and distribution.

**Not recorded.

t w  i tf jft

r $  apqr sr$rf*trr |

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Shrimati Sahodrabai Rai said fair price 
shops should be in the Harijan colonies. 
It is a good suggestion. Fair price shops 
are mainly run to cater to the needs of 
vulnerable sections of the society and it 
is a suggestion worth considering . , .  
(Interruptions). * *

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order,
please. Nothing will go on record.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: An 
hon. Member said that foodgrains had 
disappeared after the Ahmedabad AICC 
resolution If il has happened in any 
pait of the country, it should be con-
demned becausc these are anti-social 
elements. They should be jailed, 1 agree.. 
(Interruptions) Some elements which arc 
very well entienched in the food trade arc 
likely to cieale some difficulties i.i the 
implementation of Governments policies. 
We have taken due note of it But wc 
should like to seek the co-operation of 
all of you so that the anti-cociul elements 
arc not allowed to exploit the situation.. 
(Interruptions). Figures of per-capita 
consumption of fertilisers have, I think, 
been furnished on the flooi of the House 
and if the hon. Member wants it T shall 
furnish him statement showing fertiliser 
consumption per acre. An hon Member 
made a suggestion about austerity. 1  
welcome it. Whatever the other pro-
blems of management of food economy, 
Kerai supplies will be maintained at the 
(same level. Recently, due to the mufti 
agitation, some supplies hams been dis-
rupted because most of the movement was 
through Andhra, Now we have taken the 
abnormal step of even resorting to trans-
port by sea and we are taking care of 
Kerala supplies.

Mavalankarji said that violence may 
erupt. He is one of the valuable new 
entrants to thin House. I  affeal to his 
good sense and that of other merityrs



thttt fnf r ing fhguld be done in this country 
which would create a feeling of scare 
and put difficulties in the way of Govern-
ment and the interests of the millions of 
oar people. I seek the cooperation of all 
the hon. membeis in this endeavour of 
ours.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri
J atesingrao Gaekwad to reply. He is not 
here. I will now put to the House the 
substitute motion No. 1 that was moved 
>esterday. The question is*

That for the original motion, the follow-
ing be substituted namely;—

“This House, having considered the 
food situation in the country, notes with 
regret that the prices of foodstuffs have 
soared sky-high and the purchasing 
power of the rcoplc has been constant-
ly declining and the Government have 
utterly failed to chcck this tendency”

The motion wav negatived.

2 $ f  Report o f AGRAHAYANA

15.23 hrs.
MOTION RE- TWEIFTH REPORT OF 
COMMISSIONER FOR LINGUISTIC 

MINORITIES—contd.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We now 
take up farther consideration of the Re-
port of {he Commissioner for Linguistic 
Minorities.

Shri Rao Birender Singh may continue.
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