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MR CHAIRMAN Please resume your
seat

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO 8w,
most of my tume was taken up by others
1 want some more time

MR CHAIRMAN Pleasc contintic to
morrow

MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION
14 59 hrs

MR C(HAIRMAN We are now taking
up the motion by Shrni  Fatchsinghrao
Gaekwad and Dr Karm Singh, namely,—

That this House do conside; the
food situitron n the country”

SHRI Fa ehsinghrao Gackwad

SHRI 1ATLH SINGHRAO GAEKWAD
(Baioda) Mr Charrman | beg to move

That this House do consider the
food situation n the country”

This Government has indeed earned
the gratitude of the entire mation for the
most efficient manner i which st has
glornously bungled on the food front
Roughly about this fime last year its
spokesmen were thumping their backs
proudly announcing to the world that the
country had at last reached self-sufficiency
and there would be no need to further
rely on food imports

We were further told that the gresn
revolution was a success and that a buffer
stock of 9 miltion tonnes had been crest-
el Theee pronouncements wers received
with great joy.
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S$HR1 JYOIIRMQY BOSU (Diamond
Haibour): On a pont of order. The mino-
nities business 15 a very important matter,
The Prime Mimster 1s not here; Mr.
Mohsin 1 the Deputy Minister and he
hay beeu deputed Now we are taking
up the food wsituation which s getiing
ser ous apd grave; we do not sce the Food
Munsster; his ladki ka shadhi 1> not taking
place; we see only Mr Shinde What is
happening? We can adjourn the House,

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi-
wash); He should write to the Chair if
he wants 10 be absent.

MR. CHAIRMAN That is true What
Mr Vajpayec and Mr. Jyotirmoy Bosu
had said hus gone on tecord. But this
has been the convention that in the
absence of a Mimster the  Minister of
State or the Deputy Minister represents
him here. ... (Interruptions) There may
be some reason, we do not know He
may not be heeping good health.

SHRI FATESINGHRAO GAEKWAD:;
1 was saying that Government pronounce-
ments were reccived with greal joy by
the people but little did they know that
in less than a year later they would be
shedding tears, not of joy but of woe.

Prices have rocketed skyhigh and are
still rising. Despite securing a massive
mandate in the last two elections, this
Government now seems to bs  almost
groping in the dark and in the process
has created a total muddle of the food
sitvation, The well-known cabinet policy
is olll beiag followed. On November
14th, the Minister of Agriculturs informs
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Parliament “Thé oversll position is better
than anticipated”, Amother spokesmun of
the Gowvernment could have let fow days
pass, but oo, a few hours later no less
a person then the hon. Finanoce Minister
gives the country a dismal picture of the
food situation and forecasts a gloomy pic-
ture, warning the Nation that "We are
facing a much deeper crisis”. 13 days
later, the Minfster for Asgriculture ecate-
gorically denies any intention on the part
of Government to import rice and dec-
lares that the situatiom is “satisfactory”
forgetting that only a day or two before,
he himself had informed this august House
that “we are likely to make some maigi-
nal imports from abroad, but this will be
purcly on a commercial basis”.

What is the defintion of marginal? All
this T think proves that this is the most
confused confusion ever created by this
Government. The days of attempring to
fool all people for all time have gone.

It is high time that the Nation be
taken into complete confidence and a
crystal clear picture of the food situation
be presented to the country. Let the
practicc of taking hasty policy decisions
and making grandiose pronouncements
thereon be curtailed.

We are tired of hearing excuses and
reasons for failure After four good
monwons we should have known that a
bad one was duc T think we also know
that despite widespread rains we had two
days ago, the rabi crop is going to fall
short of expectations We (o not want to
hear the cxcuse that we helped Bangla-
desh in their food problem. The country
knows about it. In short, therefore, there
is no excuse for this utter failure and
magnificent muddle that this Government
has got into on the food front.

The good monsoons in the preceding
years followed by jubilant but premature
statements have dlready resulted in creat.
ing a sense of compfacency. The failure
of the monsoon this year, I think, shonld
not be looked npon as a calamity, for it
a proper lesson i9 o be learned, it could
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turn out to be a blessing in disguise A
fact which we must never lose sight of
ip that our economy is slil] greatly depen-
dent on the monsoon and until and unless
this dependence' is at least partly re-
moved, the situation that we are facing
today may have to be faced by us periodi-
cally and may be for many years or cen-
turies to come. What need to be done
therefore is to immediately undertake some
flood control measures in some parts of
the country and to increase the land
under mrigation. The fourth plan envisag-
ed an increase of 4.77 million hectares m
irnigation potential and 3.89 hectares n
utilisation, raising the total to 23.3 hec-
tanes and 20.7 hectares respectively,

This achievement, I am afraid, is likely
to fall short of the target, I have always
voiced my comcern against the policy of
importing foodgrains, definitely mever with
sirings attached and never even without
strings. This has been the prime reason
for the complacency prevailing in the
country. A shortfall in food production
has never been taken seriously either
by the government or the people, for we
nlways knew that the shortfall would be
met by imports.

The jmport figures and the prices paid
for them since 1950 make both intercst-
ing and heart-breaking reading, The
aversge annual figure for food import dur-
ing the First Plan amounted to Rs, 120
crores and during the Second Pian the
figure rose to Rs. 160 crores, The Third
Plan average was Rs, 216 crores In the
first 15 years of the Plan the total would
be of the order of Rs. 2,450 crores. In
1966-67 the value of foodgrains impoited
amounted to Rs. 377 crores, which in-
creased to Rs. 518 crores in 1967-68,
perhaps the highest import since 1950,
The quantum of food imports in the
First Plan was 3.1 million tonnes of
cereals, The figure for the Second Plan
moved to 3.4 million tonnes. During
the Third Plan the average annual food-
grains import showed a further increase
to 5.12 miilion tonnes. In 1966-67 the
total quantum of foodgrains mports
stood at the record figure of 10.4 million
lonnes, -
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As curlier stated, lofty prosouncements
were made last year to the effect that
we had now achieved self-sufficiency and
that, therefore, henceforth there would
now seems certain that at least some
wheat will have to be imported. But
where is it going to come from?
The Russians have bought American
wheat and we reliably learn that  they
have booked orders for the next two
years. So far as China 15 concerned, 1t
has bought from Austraha amd other
countries. So, it seems that if have to buy
what the Minister says as marginal quan-
tities of wheat, we will have probably to
turn to Canada, and that too only if a
quick decision 1s taken. We know how
red-tapism 15 working in the country. 1
would, theiefore, say that if they want to
import thus so-called marginal quantity
of wheat, they have to take a quick de-
cision, Perhaps, a decision taken even
now may be too late, even though stocks
of wheat may be available in Canada,
because the prices for us will be much
too steep. But if we want to have wheat,
we have to pay that price. Taking alt
factors into account, it must be accepted
that the situation is indeed alarming.

I will now turn to the sharp rise in
prices of essential commodities. Upto
1962 63 the rise in wholesale prices was
mnor but then it rose sharply during the
subsequent years. The consumer price in-
dex, which was accepted s 100 in 1949,
advanced to 124 in 1960-61, to 169 n
1965-66, to 213 in 1967-68 and in July of
this year it stood at 244. This menace of
inflationary spiral has caused widespread
frustration and resentment among the
common people, While it is  admitted
that there is no escape from inflationary
trends to some extent in a developing
economy, I must say that this Govern-
ment has failed to hold the price line
of essential commodities.

Groundnut oil which wag  available
around Rs, $.30 per Kg. has risen to Rs, 7
per Kg. within the last fortnight, The
price of sugar has risen to Rs. 4 per Xg.
an increase of about 100 per cent in the
Tast six months. The same is the case
with prices of rice, bajra, ete. etc,
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1 woulg now like to turn to the State
of Gujarat which I represent in this august
House, as I can then speak on an autho-
ritative basis and where the situation 18
particularly grim. The total reported
area of QGujarat for land utilisation pur-
poses is 18553 lakh hectares of which
less than 97.46 lakh hectares is cuitivated
The cultivable areqa measures 123 78 lakh
hectares, ie, about two-thirds of the
reported area; of this, at presemt, only
about }8.70 lakb hectares of land has
irrigation facilities, that is, only 11.43
per cent of the cultivable land is pro
vided with dependable irrigation facilities.

Gujarat, as you know, is one of the
most heavily deficit States with an annual
deficit of about 1.64 million tonmes valu-
ed at Rs. 100 crores. Agriculture is the
back-bone of Gujarat’s  economy, a3
nearly 70 per cent of its population de-
pends on agriculture, which in turn has,
undcr the circumstances, to depend on
monsoon, This forces me to make a point-
ed reference to the Narmada Project. It
is a matter of deep regret that this prob-
lem has yét to be solved. The precious
waters of this nationul river have  for
decades been flowing into the Arabian
Sea while the poor farmer has been left
with no alternative but to say his an-
nual prayer to the Rain Gods. This is,
indeed, a tragedy too deep for words. We
gather that the hon. Prime Minister is
at last likely to give her award before
the end of the year. I hope, this is true.

Finally, before I end, I would  very
humbly demand categorical answers from
the Minister concerned to the following

specific questions,

1, Hag Government once and for all
taken a policy decision never to import
foodgrains under the PL 480 concessional
programme or any like arrangements?

2. What is the total shortage in food-
grains that the Nation is facing today?
And where does the bufferstock  stand
today? '

3. Iy Government committed to imple-
ment the AICC remolution “passed  at
Gandhinagar for taking over the whole-

AGRAHAYANA B8, 1894 (S4KA)

Food Situation
(Morn.)

270

sale trade in wheat and rice, and, if so,
by what time? What are the difficulties
standing in the way of Government for
giving this immediate effect?

Is it a fact that the Food Secretary, as
reported in the papers, was in the United
States, in fact, in Washington, last week?
What was he doing there? Was the trip
official or private? If it was official, one
can understand what he was doing, and
at least we should be told about it, But
if the visit was  private, what was he
doing there when the nation is facing this
calamity?

I am sorry f I have given an impres-
sion of being a bit harsh on Government
But my sole objective in tabling this
motion was to draw Governments atten-
tion to the grim situaton prevailing in
the country and to request Government
to be frank and forthright with Patla-
ment and with the people.
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The President of Bangladesh 1 com
g to the Central Hall So, the House
has 1o be adjurned just at 600 PM
The Mirister will take at least half an
hour The Mover will also have to reply
S0 1f the hon members keep themselves
to the time allotted to then  respective
paities then somcthsng can be done There
are many names m these lists, given b,
the Opposition as well as by the Cong
rexs If I do not call the Mumster at
515 pm, then 1t wifl not be possible to
get the reply from the CGovernment If
you think that without petting any
reply the debate should go on [ haw
no objection but the purpose of  the
Mover will not be served That 18 the
prol lem bhefore us

AN HON MLMBER Munster can
reply tomorrow
MR CHAIRMAN 1 cannot commit

myself for this It 1 not the convention
that he sheuld be asked to give  the
reply tomorrow That will not be done

Motion moved*

“That this House do consder the
food srtuation m the country™

Before I call the next hon Member to
speak, I would lke to mention  that
there 18 o substitute Motion m the name
of two members, Dr Laxmmarann Pan-
deya and Shn R V Bade

Is Dr Laxminarain Faodeya moving
s Substrtute Motion?
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DR. LAXMINARAIN PANDEYA
(Mandsayr) Yes, Sir.

T beg to move

That for the ongmmal moten. the
following He substitated, namely;-—

“This Houge, having conmdered the
food sitution 1 the country, notes
with regret that the prices of food-
stuffs have soated sky-high and the
purchasing power of the people  has
been constuntly declining and the Gov-
ernment have utterly failed to check thu
tendency ” (1)

DR KARNI SINGH (Bikancr) 0se
MR CHAIRMAN 1 have to call a
munbuy from this side and then 1 will

call you

Mr P Viunlatasubb uah

SHRI P VENKATASUBBAIAH
(Nindyal) M: Chairman Sir the hon
Mmber whtle moving his Motion on

the food situation tried 1o create an
mmpre.sion in this House that the food
situafion was dremal i the country, he
pointed a dismal picture 1In that he has
labourcd hird to apporion the blame to
the Government for ail the things that
have happened w this country Having
an objective amd dispassionate view we
hive (0 see whether the present situation,
the situation as 1t obtains today, 1s due
to the faulty policies pursued by the
Government or whether 1t 1s due to cer
tamn unforeseen circumstances on which
Government or anyody have no control

Shri Fatesinghi o Gaekwad has given
figures to show thal year after year, our
mport tull has been rsing But he did
not care t0 mention the increase m popu-
lation 1n this country and also the cycle
that we have been experencing  once
m three years, drought, fioods and all
these factors, he did fiet care to mention
all these facts. Fostunatly for this
country except for this year, for the hist
three to four years we had good mom-
soons as wall sy progress in our develop
mental activities perticuinrly, with regard
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to minor irrigation and also mn regard to
some of our electricity projects thas
have done very much for the increase w
food production

Another important factor about the
greea revolution My friends make a fun
of 1t, but, perhaps they do not have the
field experience or the experience that
i1s obtamning n the rural areas With each
year new sirains have been introduced
They have been taken up very enthusi
astically by our farmers and the increase
m the production of paddy as well as
wheat has been  phenomenal in  this
countty The green revoluton, of course
we may say, has benefited only a parti
cular section of the agrwulturists, espe
cially, the people who had the bencfit of
urigavon They mught have benchited 1
agree that here 1s some force in thy
argument But that docs not mean that
the production has not gone up m this
wountry, In the matter of food produc
fjon  Pumab Haryana and some of the
States have witnessed a phenomenal -
crease But, to offset this food produc
tion, we had certain calamities For ins
tance, this year, the entite Andhra Pra
desh and the neighbourng States of Maha
rashira and Mysore have been expeienc-
g an unprecedented drought unhcard of
in the annals of history Only a century
back we had such a termble calamily mn
those parts and after that no such cala
mity took place in these three or four
States,

These Statee especnally, Andhra Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, and Mysnic  have
been promeers 1m food production, cspe
clally m paddy and also in the coarse
grans hke Jowar For instance, Muaha
rashtra and the dry Districts of Rayala-
seema and Mysore have been producing
ocoarse grauns n large quantities ‘That
15 adversely affected. When the produc-
uon of the course grains which is the
siaple diet of the poople 15  affected,
saturally, the offtake of rice has increas-
ed. That has orested a problem also
With the fatwe of monsoon, our pro-
duction has gage down because wo could
A peoduce a8 muth of eloctricity as
possibe. The loosf Gowernments were
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compelled to out down elgeineity which
has adversely affected the food produc-
tion programme as well as the industrial
growth in this country.

But, one thing I will accept with re-
gard 10 the lop-mded development of the
areas For instance, the green revolution
bas helped the areas that have been
benefited by wngation but, little has
becn done so far about areas that are
subjected to adverse seasonal cond.iions
So a progtamme has  bezn  vigw o usy
taken up with regard to  dry-farming
areas i thiy country But even these
dry farmmg programmes have to be tak
en Up m a verv systematic manner Un-
less that 18 doae, our food production
progiammes so far as coare meiny are
concerned and also  commercial  ciopy
such 4s groundnut and o1l sceds will be
affected  This alvo has to be borne 1n
mind and moie emphas > has fo e given
espectilly to the minur nrigation  pro
gammes  Unfortunately, all these vears,
m these three or four Plans, we lave
been laying more  emphasts on  br ger
irrigation projects which have got a lang
gestat.on period as a result of which o
will not be possible to get the 1esalts
immediately whereas there arc a  large
number of tanks which have been hept
out of use and which are not m opera-
tion Jhey have to be repawred and put
nto action These programmes ate also
labousr orented  Many people get engag
ed 1n these wotks  So, these munor iriga-
tion programmes must be taken up ey
systematically  With regard to  projects
which are now in the droughtaffected
arcas, the Planning Commission, T am
told, has taken a deciion that such of
those irmgation programmes that are in
the drought-affected areas, must be giv-
en prionty and they must be complsted
soon If that s pursued vigorously we
will be able to get over some of these
difficulties

Sir, with regard to the Hydro-clecinic
programmes, the same emphasis should
be lad about mnplementation of all theso
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Srisallam Hydro-Electric Project has been
‘started some ‘years back for execution
but it is lagging behind and the estimates
are going higher and higher day by day.
From Rs. 35 crores, this has gone up to
Rs. 75 croves. Before it is completed,
1 do not know how much it will come
to and what additional amounts would be
required So, attempts should be made
to complete this project in right earnest.
This is my submission

Then, Sir, T wish to pomt out that
we have to make a iadical change in
our distribution system. 'There is an
anomaly in the sitwation; we cannot get
sugar in the fair price shop or at the
retail or ration shops. But it is avail-
able m plenty in the black-market.
This shows that there is something 1adi-
cally wrong in our distribution system.

I wish to submit that the wholesale
trade in food-grains should be taken over
by the Government as soon as possible.

Sir,, unless this is done, the anti-social
elements will take advantage The black-
marketeers and others will take advan-
tage of the present situation in the coun-
try. So, this aspect of the problem
should be kept in mind.

The distribution system in the States
15 not properly done. I want Mr, Shinde
to use his good offices with the State
Governments in order to see that the dis-
tribution system is put on a proper foot-
ing. This is very necessary Fvery day
we hear about the increase of the fair-
price shops. But still the foodgrains do
not reach the consumers. The dealers
do not take them to the villages but they
dispose them of in blackmarket and so
an artificial scafcity is created, There-
fore, this factor must be kept in mind.
There is po point in quoting statistics
saying that so many fair price shops have
been opened. That will not satisfy the
people. That will only go to satisfy the
vested interests. Those who get the
dealers’ licence éxploit the situation. This

NOVEMBER 29, 1972

Food Sjfustion 276

YMotn.)

should not happen. We must take pro-
per steps in this regard.

About importing foodgrains we should
not be hesitant for apologetic. Even ad-
vanced and progressive countries hke
Russia and China are going and buying
foodgrains on a large scale from other
countries. So, why should we be chary
about that? The Minister has rightly
said that we will purchase foodgrains at
commercial rate. He said, we are not
going with a bagging bowl: we have got
to be very rational in our approach. I
am glad the hon, Minister has made a
statement that if necessary we will cer-
tamly go in for importing foodgrains.
That has given a lot of confidence among
our people.

Lastly, 1 would like to say that our far-
mers have taken up the agricultural pro-
grammes with all seriousness. They must
not be disappointed. They should not
get frustrated on account of lack of sup-
ply of fertilisers and other agricultural
mputs. The position regarding supply
of fertthsers is very deplorable Prices
are exorbitant in the black-market, Even
urea or sulphate are mnot available
They are not able to get them at fair
prices. Government are not able to sup-
ply them in time. The farmers have to
remain at the mercy of unscrupulous
dealers. I would like to know as to
what concrete steps have been taken to
cicate a proper infra-structure to help
the farmer to produce more foodgrains.

I am not one who would say that
there is terrible shortage of foodgrains
n the country. Our farmers are able to
produce more. The attitude of owr far-
mers has changed radically mowadays. He
is prepared io take up any new strain
that comes in the market. He is taking
up new varicties of LR, 1990. By that
he is able to produce 60 bags per acre.
He is prepared to go in far new vatieties
and produce tmore food for the country.
Supply of fertilisers, supply of Inyentici-
des, supply of water,—these %re the
three important things which are meeded
by the farmers, What happens is that
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the farmers in the rural areas, even if
they’ produce more, are not able to mar-
kot their products, are not able to sell
their products, in time; they are at a dis-
advantage compared to the farmets who
are roundabout the cities. This is the
present position. I would beg to submit
that these imbalances should be correct-
ed. Remedial measures should be taken
If alt these measures are taken § am sure
we will soon achieve self-reliance in
foodgrains. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri B V,_ Naik
has written to me about his substitute
motion There are three grounds on
which that has not been allowed. Firstly,
the motion has not been given in time .

SHRI B V NAIK (Kanara) ¥ pave
it before time, I gave it before 10.30
am.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secondly, it is not
in proper form. ‘Thirdly, it has not
been on the form omn which it should
have been given So, T do not allow this.

SHRI B. V. NAIK' As regards the
first point, 1 would like to submit that
it was given before 10.30 hours, and I
think that it was i time

MR. CHAIRMAN: Without going
inoto any further discussion, may [ read
out to him rule 345 which reads thus;

“Notice of an amendment to a mo-
tion ~hall be given one day he-
fore the day on which the mo-
tion is to be considercd, unlese
the Speaker allows the amend-
ment to be moved without such

notice."?

AN HON. MEMBER: So, you may
allow it.

MR CHAIRMAN: No, T am not
allowing it, because there are three
lacunae,

SHRI S. P. BHAITACHARYYA
(Uluberin): During the last 'session. the

hen: Minister Shri Anoasbeb P. Shiede
t 3
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gave us the hope that there was sufficient
food in the country and there was no
moed to worry ubout famine snd other
things and that sufficient food will be sent
to the villages and there would be no
difficuity about rice. But during this ses-
sion, Shri Yeshwantrao Chavan has said
that there is a calamity before u» 1
do not know who is responsible-for hav-
ing created this confusion. I think that
it 18 Government which has been :cspon-
sible for this.

As the sttuation stands in our country
today, the consumer has to pay 13 per
cent more now for cereals, 60 per ccnt
more for pulses, and 40 per cent more
for eggs and hundred per cent more for
sugar, and this is over and ahove the
8 per cent price rise as compared with
the last official figure., In Tripura, the
price of rice varies from Rs 2.50 to Rs
3 per hg. Due to drought, theic has
been no ramnthere. .

MR CHAIRMAN: We had discussed
all these facts when we were discussing
the price, situation, and, therefore, there
is no need to repeat it. The hon Mem-
ber may make new points now.

SHRI S P. BHATTACHARYYA et
me come to the point now. 80 per cent
of the crop has faled and there arc no
pioper yfoodgrain supply  arrangements
1,25.000 fair price shops are there, but
thesc are mostly in the wrban and sub-
urban areas. As regards villages only
one out of 10 villages has got a fair price
shop, and the other 9 vilages have no
fair price shops. You can understand,
therefore, that the villagers have to de-
pend on blackmarket prices. Cur Gov-
ernment have boen so very generous that
while giving increase of wages on account
of increase in index of prices, they do
not take into account the outside prices
but only the prices in the fair price
shops The result is that the workers
and the villagers are compelled to pay
high prices. That does not come within
the putview of the imdex caiculations
These people are kept totally in the derk
and in dfficulty. - -
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[Shri 8. P. Hiwstacimryya)

Shri Aodessded Shinde hed told us
during e Jast seMsioh that arrstigesiients
would be made $0 wetease the Kharif pro-
duction as tach as posmble. But ¥ come
from Wést Bengal, #nd I went to Midna-
pur, and I found that there was oo
artangement {0 Yesérve the river water
for producing more of the IR-8 crop
No amenities have been given The peas-
ants are eager to produce more, but if
you go and ask them you will find that
nothing has been done n (s regard,
and the lands are rematning dry, and even
the sweet water from the iivers, which
could be reserved so that more produc
tion can be had, 13 not being reserved

1 ask you to take this matter seriously
You are m a responsible poution You
are 1n a position to do something 1t
solve the problem and save the situation
I went to Midnaput 1 Khajuria thana
The big landlords are cutfing half ripe
paddy grams simply to chastise the til
lers and bring them under their control
The pohice are helping those hig land
owners This is not the situation 1 one
distiict only m most districts, this i<
the situation

Then you must stop all evictions of
tliers from the soll 1mmediately Ins-
tructions should be given to all State Gov
ernments 1n this regard

Then rngation facilities  <hould  be
mereassd  Thete should be reserve water
canals for the next scason and for the
present season also  Arrangements should
be made to increase the crop to the maxi
mum extent

Then radical land reforms should be
effected You have already rejected 1t
But without that, the problem cannot be
solved Becuuse of these and other things,
you have not béen able to increase pro-
duction and yon have to beg before other
countries for foodgrans.

Then wholesule trade should be taken
over by Goverminent. You should buy
diredtly from he produgers, not throagh
mtermediarres Now you are hlping the
profiteers in the name of State trading
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This shovid stop immediately Fake the
full responsitality of bupmg Irasm the
peoducers and then distibutiag it to the
people,

Then as regards ration and fair price
shops 1n the villages, you must know that
the people have no buymg oapacity
There should be wrrigation arraagements,
canal cutting arrangements, embankments
arrangements for more production Thus
there will be work for the rural poor
and with the wages thus got they could
buy foodgrains Otherwise, there will
be starvation You have pagged the
press It will not report any news about
starvation let the people dic of starva
tion ,nothing wiil be said about it w the
papers  Please do not rest sausfied thed
with thit things are all night  The situa
tion 1s petting very serious 1 oask you
to taht it very seriously  What s 1e
quired  at the presont time 1K nximum
production and maximum  procurement
Then 1f 1t s still rcquired, you can bay
from other countries But do not place
much reliance on it Iry lo produce as
much as possible within  the country
Then the problem can be partly solved,
it you arc really serious and sincere ab
out it

SHRI P R SHENOY (Udipt): There
1s no doubt that the food situation m
the country 13 very bad due to faure of
meonsoon  But it 1y very heartening to
know that Government are taking steps
to meet 1t A crash proeramme has been
undertaken to raise 14 million tonnes of
foodgrains during the rabi season The
Government has also proposed to m
crease the number of fair price shops
and strengthen the puybhc distribution
system It has also proposed to take
over the wholesale trade mn foodgrains
The Government has also declered that
it will not hesttate to import foodgrains
if necessary

Sit, whils fhe Gevermment is faking
every wep to bhprove the Tood sitvarion,
1 # @nfortunate thit some of the pub.
be sector undertakings have not taken
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the preblem sereusly There are ullege-
hons of mismanagement in the Food Cor-
poratian of Iadea, and these aBegations
ore already dmcussed or the floor of the
House The Feruhser Corporatwon of
India 13 al®so not very serioms m solving
this food crisis It as not taxiag interest
in moving the fertilisers from the faclo-
ries in the north to the farms i the
south The price of fertilwers 15 also not
uniform at the farm levcl It 15 umform
only at the factory level The Fertih
ser corporatton of India 18 alwo collect
ing 1llegally a premmum of Rs 200 pex
tonne and over and above the control
price for the sie of ammonium sul
phate I request tht hon DMinitur to
take note of this and set tlungs richt m
the Fertiliser Corporatioa of India

The oxsting tarr prioe shops  form
mostly « part of the open market shops
Fhe tfan price shops at the co operative
level also are not working well fhe fair
price shops should be entrustud to cnthu
s1as8UC and enterpriung youns men who
are now uncmploved or under employed

Thete s power crisis m this countny
and thisy powcar crisis 15 scusht to b
solved always by sinctionmg  thermil
projects which of couse wan ‘e comple
ted mn a short period but these are sanc
tioned m prcference to hyd | propcts
The hydel projcts are compagatively vory
cheap whether they are compired to
thermal projects or to nucleir projects
They arc alway< cheap ond ire always
comnected with  wngation projects I
therefore request the Government to pive
preference to hydel projects Though the
gestation period of hydel projects is long,
their wtility 15 much, and therefore, prio-
rity should be given to hydel projects so
that if some hydel projects ar. under
taken in the fifth Plan, they mmy be
completed durmg the sixth Plan and may
be ussful both to the mdustrishsts and
the farmers

i, 1 cénclude
{ BUME HOW MEMBERS Fose~
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MR CHAIRMAN: ¥ you d6 not mind
I will gwe & chawce to Dr Karhi Singh,
onty five fo seven nuowtss Dr Kam
Singh

DR KARNI SINGH (Btkaner) Snu,
I most get at least 10 munutes as a co-
mover of the motion Othewne I wiil
not be abie to develop my theme

I'bhe rniung pries and food shortages
create n very dangerous combination and
they can create a very exploseve situat on
it would be the simplest thing for mu
to start huring abuses at the Food Minns
ter, but I do feel that the question f
food shortages m the countiy canmot he
looked at in 1solation purcdy in relation
to tht bunghing of the Gov.rmment lut
must so be tahen into account with 1l
increase In population That 15 one of
the major contributing factors to  the
food shortage mn the country

St about 15 yeary ago whn M
Nchru was Prime Mmster he had made
4 statement mn this House to say tha
indnn would be )¢ sufficient 1n food 1 1
very short while ind that ther woud
be no need for food imports We have
seen mspite of all these awsuranwe, <ven
thiy vear wt will heve to make maginil
mmports St Jeremy Rarsman the Fin
mce Member of the Vieroys Eaecutne
Counul had at one hme made a profound
obwrvation that Indian budget vas a4
gamble mm ramns It seems a tragedy th!
cven in this age of scrence and 1echaoloay
we have not been able to make a breh
through in this direcion  Green 1evo
lution has to some cxtent succeede]l 1
think 1t has piven indian agncultore o
shot i the arm But let us not forget
the fact howsoever successful the green
revolution may be, 1t must one day reach
the law of dimmeshmg returns 1 feel
that unless we Kok at the food and the
population  éxplodise  togtther T do
not think that anybody cen get the cor-
ret picture 1 have boen wble to get a
few figures which 1 shifl place before
My colléhgud Yere today T we meke
a stully of the fipures of woild pojputation
cotinél, we sha¥ endbritind why the



gﬁa Food Wm {(Motn.)

1

[Dr. Karam- Singh]

Government_ iy in .the predicameat it is in
today. 1 always blame the. Goyernment
because they do not have the courage
or the guts to stand up on public plat-
forms and over and over again speak to
the public on the great menace to
underdeveloped  countries, pamely popu-
lation explosion Ip 1891, Indias popu-
lation stood at 23.5 crores.

[ "9

MR. CHAIRMAN:
many figures because
time

Do not give too
you have hmited

DR KARNI SINGH: Because I can-
not emphasise my case without them.
For the last 15 years I have been speak-
ing on this and the Government would
not have been in this predicament today
had the population question been given
the highest priority. For too many of
us are for too sacred to speak on family
planning because we might lose that al-
mighty vote. Because of that we are los-
g the future of Indias prosperity In
1891, as I  said, Indias population was
23.5 crores and in 1901 it went up by
50 lakhs. Today, in a ten-year period it
is going up by 12-13 crores. Between
1901 and 1911, Indias population  went
up by 145 crores and between 1911 and
1921, 1t actually ment down m 10 years
by about 19 lakhs because of world
war I's influence. In other words, in sixty
years between 1891 and 1951 the popu-
latton of India went up by a bare 1141
crores, but today in a period of just ten
years it i3 gowng up by about 13 crores
Unless these two Ministries, the Ministry
¢f Family Planning and the Ministry of
Food sit down together, I do not think
that even God can solve India’s food
r-roblem -

I shall make this forecast. This year
is a bad year, Rajasthan, Gujarat and
Maharashtrs are facing famine; you are
short of food and you may have to make
matginal imports. But the day is not far
off when, if something definite is not done,
if & breakthrough in medicine iz npt
unde o, cootrol population  explosion.
off whan, Jf sosething dofinite s ont doge,
g to-face feod: shortage: even, when we
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have bumper crops. One meed not have
to be a great wizard; it is a matter of
pure mathematics; it is % matter of sdd-
ing up two and two. I think it will re-
quire a litle bit of courage from owr
politicians to be able to stand up, like
Japan did.

-

Japan ‘was bombed twice by atom
bombs Yet they have today reached a
stage when they are equal with America.
Look at their economy and compare with
our economy; we are both Asian coun-
tries  What did Japan do? They put a
population control and curbed it, result-
ing in population trailing off at tcn cro-
res Today Japan's economy is oue of
the best in the world; surely India can
also achieve it. When we talk about mod-
ern technology and science, surely ways
and means can be found of combating
this problem. I think we have debated
food over and over again in this House,
The Chairman has stopped me from quo-
ting figures in detail. Statistics show that
per capita availability of foodgrains in
1965 was 471 gms per day and in 1970
it was only 445 gms; it has sone down
It almost reminds me how India since
, Independence has increased its expendi-
ture on education, doubled the number
of schools and teachers, but still the lite-
racy percentage i3 going down because
your base-people under 2]--are increas-
mg You are facing the same problem
on the food front

The question of uneconomic holdings
in this country has to be examined very
carefully 39 per cent of operational
holdings are under one hectare each In
one hectare you cannot have infensive
cultivation unless you go in for collective
farming. T do not think the Indian far-
mer is ready to accept it now. The ‘gues-
tion of ceilings on agricuftural  jand
should also be examined in relation to
Grow More Food. 1 em not opposed to
ceilings, but if we go purely by theory,
we would not only be hit by the populs-
tion explosion butalsoby the fragmeata-
tion of land, which muay. woome 'nnece-
nomie in relation to increased food pro-
duction. So, Gowtemmt bap'to finld'an
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optimum ceiling whereby it will be avail-
able economic unit and more food can
be produced and if does not roach the
point of diminishing returns very SO0N.

Modern methods of agriculture which

are being shown on television in one  or

two cities in India toduy have to rcach
the masses  throughout the country.
Grow More Food is cone of the para-

mount battles, that mankind nas to fight
for survivai. I say this today. Five
years from now it will become far more
important.,  Your imported visuals media
should like T.V. should reach the villu-

ges, not Delhi or  Bombay city ulone.

Government-owned tractors miist be
kept in pools, so that the poor peonle.
the 39 per cent who have less than once
hectare, can be given free service ol tioe-

tors. That would be the biggest form
of socialism. Large quantiies of subsi-
dised seeds must be made available. Free

seeds must be given to those 39 per cent

who have less than one hecture.

The speedy implementation of  irrica-

tion projects is very important.  When-
ever there is a fumine we rase o in
this House and plead. for God's sake.
speed up your river valley projects. irri-
gation projects. lift channels, cte..  be-
cause the most positive definite way  of
wiving famine conditions is through irri-

dajasthan Canal and  the
During the last famine 3
and Govern-

gation.  Ta'e¢
lift channet.
years ‘ago, we raised 0y here
ment assurcd us that thic
high priority. Bui the g

raady.  The Hit channct is aeld ap b
cause  semo CONraciay
pared to fulil his job. Today the Gov
erpment i3 in a4 position o give
mutteis Righ priovity,  Tood
necessity of the humun beings
we grow adeguate food. the

going to face a very dark spectro.

would be uziven

uma]s WS 40l

ety ¢S not pre-

those
15 the lasic
and unless
Couniry i

varinus parts
are famine
feam

You send tcams to visit
of the country where ihere
conditions.  Onc  tcam-—>Malchanda

2653 L.S—10.
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—which visited Rajasthan has  reported

like this:

Malchanda team was reported
to be unhappy over the inordi-
nate delay on the part of the
State Governament in submitting
a final detailed report to the
Centre on the drought condi-
tions in the State. According
o knowledgeable circles, the
State  Government machinery
was so inept and lethargic that
it could not prepare iis report
on the drought conditions so
far.  Perhaps oaly two district
Collectors had submitted  their
reports to the State  Govern-
ment.”

*The

This [ think is the bungling.
My appeal to the Government i, where-
famine conditions prevail, whether
Muharashtra, Gujarat and Rajas-
Andhra or Bihar or any other
please give it the highest priority
and see that the collectors and Chief
Ministers give their reports quickly <o
that adequate aid can be given from the
Centre quickly.

greatest

ever
itois
than.
State,

the question of digging deep
clectrification in  villages,
these are matters thal require vour im-
mediate attention so that in the tature
vears we will be able to produce morc

Regarding
tubewells  and

food for India’s ever incrcasing miilions
16. hrs.
wioarg ww faaf o (e

wraer Awafa So2wr 7w 5w
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[of atq v faf]
¥, fier st o wrawerear #Y wga Aol
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gy Afgar # fewroma Pt
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q&FT ¥ Gqar fear o W &
ot & ared & e gy
fifadt & gYer ar w7 g0 A
fraT qr T4 77 W] TTATE |

wft o A N fra wmE g
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WLRT § owATAr A SR WATH
drad wr oY fadte foray & a7 S5t &
AP fraltfrr 22 o frorar # wvaer
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FH AT X FGT A oA R wrETATHY
LI T T P e pr——
% 81 ¥ 9T T WATT 94T I @
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N A A AT @ a3 o
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Agedt T 58 w1 F (AT 94T 470 g
g1 ¢ oF gl ATV A FT HqAY
g Zw A war A gdad F ww
qaX g0 g8 A fafert er ¥ 7 -
fzd g7 A abdy A7 Fraere fr
frd etag ¥ gF T4 H1 I9 FLARA—
&t T s § o )

MR CHAIRMAN: My D. K. fanda,

Your party has omly sx minutes.

SHRI D. “X. PANDA (Dhadjanagar)y

Mr. Chairma, Sir, the food sitwation in
the couttry is very critichl, Dally we hre
gotting reports about horyible starvation
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deaths, and Orissa is it hardest.  Re.
ports of starvation deaths fiom all over
the country, numbcring about 11 to 12
States and specially from Oussa,  have
beep pouring in. It » also well known
that the situation, as far as st looks to-
day, is not completely vnder our contiol.
So; 1 would hke, first of all, to ash the
hon. Food Minister whether he 1 pre-
pured to admut the unsversal truth about
the food situation or food condition.
Regarding the possibilities of improving
food situation, even at the UN.O. [cvel
there have been several discussions, and
the final conclusion is that, 1 countryes
fa1l 1o provide satisfactory conditions for
lood production and distribution, it 18
usually the fault of the Government con-
cerned, Here the Central Goverameat i
comcdrnied about the  decrease m food
production. The sitwation has really be
come horrible Who it responsible for
thist  The defective plansting of the Agri-
culture Ministty and Jack of co-ordinated
and integrated planning  between Rand-
ways, the Irrigation Ministty and  the
Agriculture Ministry have heen responsi-
ble for thi* horrible situation today which
is taking hundreds and thausands of
lives,

Now this truth has to be admitted thut
it is not a natural deficiency but it 15 a
human deficiency, it has been created by
human forces. We could have overcome
this dificulty, but because of our de-
fective planning, we arc not able to over-
come .

Keeping in view the ratc of growth
of owr population which i» 2.50  per
cent, Ist uy examine as 10 what has been
the increase in food production It s

only 2.25 per cent. Therefore, how can

we overcome this?

The simple point as every ume  has
stated in this House—several times the
sume matter hav been discussed hereis
that we must lay much siress en imi
ghtion facilities Wedmuse the inoredss m
crop yield mainly depends on [erigatiom.
The ‘statement which was laid on  the
Table by our Agricuifsre Minister, Mr.
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T A Ahmed, has mentioned that munor
irrigation  projects have been taken up.
Metely saymg that we have taken up
mmor rtigation projects will not  do
Subpose n a particular district onc ot
two projects have been taken up, will
that meet the requirements of the dis-
tricts?  What is the actual potentiality of
the district for developing  minor 1rxi-
gation projects, at the same time what 1s
the requirement, and to what extent we
can meet the target, on these things there
is absolutely no planning. That is why.
no concrete things are forthcoming, but
here and there  Government in  their
statement only makes a memntion that
minor irrigation projects have been taken
up. If, with this much, Government gets
salisfaction, then the samé starvation
deaths will definitely continve

294

1 want to mention one thing in  this
respect. We have 323 mullion ucres of
arable land. Qut of it only 19.9 por cent.
are itrrigated. What about the rest? Al
these 25 years since Independence what
have we done? Are we going to fulll
the target of schieving irrigated Jand tp
the extont of 50 per cent? That must be
very clear. So, irrigation has to be given
much stress.

About tube-wells, several times the hoa.
Members of the Opposition Parties here
have been giving plans and in the river
basin areas where it i5 possible and
where it does not require much effort, tet
there be tube-welts But that has nevor
been done.

As far as Jand reforms are concerned,
that has now been kept in cold storage.
Even in Orissa, the proposal of 10 acre
ceiling that has come to the Cemre has
again been kopt in the cold storage
What has happened 10 land reforms over
which there was a lot of heated debawsr
I the Govetnment is sincere, they nww
come forward to implement it. But tpa.
has not been implemenied and that &
one of the main defects as far as our-
pluiniog is concersed.
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Thudly I would hhe 10 say 1 word
sbout the distuubunon sysicm  What s
the pablic  dwstribution  system? I will
only give some facts When we were dis
cussing thus 1o thay very House, the samy
hon  Mumster, Mr  Shinde, pointed  ou!
that We are ready to mect any type of
wontingenecies and we have enough «to hs
we have got a buffer stochk  Now i
want fo pul « smple queston  Duun
the month of Septembir in Onissa  after
the cycloac for 15 to 20 duys tngie We
oo supply of toodgrams  Absoludly no
sapply  But thete was so much fantistic
Ak But we found wiunlly thewr agent
and mall owncre have actually no stock
When we mquied from the Govermment
wources from the Scactates to the Goy
ernment of Orssa they sud No no
That 1 a feature That & the bhoastfol
featore  'What abont this fantastic boast-
fol featurc? Actually for (S to 20
days there weie no stocks and  people
could not get even one ounce of erain
We can say what has happencd. The
real situation 1s that the FCT distribution
system has faled 1t is defechve and
we find 1w some States, hhe Tapml Nade
the Food Department handed over the
procurement system to 54 monopoly mer
chants by-passing the FCI but no achon
has been taken

We say that there 1s really a food short
age That position has to be admitled
and methods have to be devised and wc
must face the real witnation and the Gov-
ernment must take the people mto con
fidence

Now, they <iv there 1» selt-snfliciency
What 1 self sufficiency? We reqaued m
Gunyjum, my Dstricts 1n Orissa, 500
tonnes of rice per month but we actually
pet only 200 tommes Is thw it
wfiiency’? Now, as far as paddy 1 con
vermned, our annual requirements of paddy
in my Distet aie 7,500 tonnes but the
resl supply hos never  reached beyond

"00 tonnes  To this ‘self-sufficlency?

Finally, I want to tell one thing only
£,18,164 weres of paddy lands in Ganjam
s »eeddoast and the agricultural backbone

NOVFMBER 29, 1972

Tood Situation (Metn ) 296

N

of Onissa 1 completely broken My sug
gestion will by thut not only munor i
gat on wotks should be taken up, but that
tube wells should be suph immediately 1n
river bass arew und land reform meas
ures have to be taken up and mplement
wd ymmediately  Thank you

MR C(H\ARMAN
IS persons lo spead
will call the Minster 4t S 15 The hon
Member b gor the wght of replv. Now
I request hion Mombuis to tell me when
they want the reply of the hon Minister

Theie ate at lesy
T told you that 1

SHRI PH OO NMODY  Afta T spedk

MR CHAIRMAN Tt me have the
opimon of tne House whethe: the House
wants the Goverament icphy today or to
contmue the suhyect

SHRI G VISWANATHAN The
Mimster has to reply

MR CHAIRMAN If vou continue, he
cannot teply  Otherwice [ thoaght of
calhng him ot S 15

SHRI K & CHAVDA (Patan) He
must reply We would also like to bave
clanfications

MR CHAIRMAN: Then only clar.
ficabions and nothing eke You nwmst
sce our hmutatrons also 1 have to ad-
joutn the House at 6 O%clock Nobody
18 aticking to fus time-limit That is the
whole trouble 1Ts it the opinion of the
House that T can call the hon Minister
at 5-15 pm?

DR KARNI SINGH- We have got the
nght of reply T am ptepated to wawve
it f st (an suit the other Members

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHIB P SHINDE): You may
call at 5-30 PM.

MR. CHATRMAN: Mr Piloo Mody
has been petting up; he is very eager
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SHRE PILOO MODY There is a
Seloct Commmttee meeting which 15 gong
on just now The Foreign Lxchinge Re
pulations Bull Select Commuitfee 18 going
on and T have to go

SHRY K S8 C"HAVDA Tt 1s over now

MR CHAIRMAN Shri Barupal

off QA W™ ()
g wEET wry Ay wAr e @
gty & surr www WY mar Sfr
H¥ Jra gy A arawars & Avge
T FT, S WM AR §IER 97
frr & fr Y a7 amaear St aE &
A i R Y, W F AT Do
FFAT AWAT 7 !

Ravw § fr g v O
gt ¥ of oweare W gl
F o & o feaeardy g1 & sgAr 9@
¢ fr g |oeT? at ageay Y & 3,
Tyamat 1 A ¥ ) W ¥ A Y
el &1 gt aw ¥ @€ gvsC Al
fvgv &, faw At offar weer @ wway
¢ w7 wanfe § o wlafe §
75 foy garq AvYER ®Y WS
;A and T
1625 h s

[DrR SuRADISH Rov in the Chan ]

frg at 4 &) B v 7 fr wT AT
¥ qewe w§ qrE T SWTT W &g
waent a4y g€ & o gw A ag AW
v fs agr go 7 g9 Tl §
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AT TR 477 & T8 7Y A1 Afary
ELE aliic RS Sl e B e B
Mg g1 frwoary A o @Ry
e F mrEel wo fNT vy fao
Tt 2, Afra 7amdr 7717 A TR Qv
#1% fom orma R Ty 0 @ At 4w
9 frar oY ¥9 7 5 FH) T AT
v aitone  walr afec o
Y 9 Wl 47 WEOT 0T
T+ ¥ afer wmma & @ w omAv
AT WFIA T F@I ORI WIT AT
aer Y feafy a€t qgae v F Sorvardy
g gw ft W afe ¥ gona o
T T BF T OMIT g AOYTY §Y
faom &7 & sa A =IfRY WY A
*#Y gu g feafa & geareen wofen

& auwar g fr a3 A Y
SrFTYr W FT sl o '@
a2, sfer qgr & sy & wywlea
w8 & 1 Ja areafar am ag & fr g
5 o Fifere # far a8 A fwC
I Ay

arhd Afg gd g
Aqea A 7ot frar a0 =0 &Y
qq 4w fa@ qars |

ager arc faom & @y wwogA ¥
wE F At et ¥, AW A ARy ¥ fw
gATT 5@t Wiar wa W, afFa wi
gafan Seav #7 8T 4 gF &4 mY
T
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[#f weqvarTT FraTTER)

g qifarndy afy ¥ g5 FEAny
2 fisr oy gw Y F 5 oge @ W
Frangar {74 wfa fex god Ay €, iea
1% a1 & v oagar F R gw oA
wnETy ¥ Wiy v4ar wifew )

gt filbma 43w fae,

i fad) oy =W ¥,

gre 9T qydr w0 S@ maq,

R ferr mi e w0

g fax o & 94 F 98 94U

R qgarg vaay |

wufg v gwey # Av

AT A §AT WG WA |

gy A faar &1 awa gar @
wafar gar 1 gey oF AR fev &
HW, 7 ALY FO AL ¥H W@ H
Y 7 gy ) aw gw o gu far wd
wren %1 arfaar & XN gy AT A
291 | A9 wEREE oA wmEw d
A, afFa wsa ® waaw 9T w34
€Y & 1 WIN FATEAT & HITH Wyl
AT & o Fo o Q0 Rl A e R
wifev g7 41 woaara 97 WY ar Wl
LG oL

# TEAr FUEAY § b qurdy AvwTT
W o weAr g &\ Afww g AT
dfm S an & Te A graw W
WA G U7 KW 40§ fw

#ragre few &8 faqe ot waufy
dar §@ S &) 99F afx
O Afan a7, 5o W ¥ ) yo
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A1 gtar ad Fiar | WA AR WY
At e B S wT A ¥ ¥
oeT AR E L @ E N IR W vl
wFd qrt 97 @l K& FACT QT
RET 0 GEAT | WIA AW ET 4w
frelt Hidr @dedt qedy & | RET AT
wd gl ifse fr gat 4eF & s
a8 & gafr 39 AT Sus gwv
gt 279 & wew ag ¢ fr
HETT ¥ STARAT YF WEY § )

w4« qiT fraw & frg QAT &
¥ ) 3z 91 A8y fadar ¢ sofw @
qftay 1 Ty fqaar § ogr wa Gar
MEisvenRfTawmg? ¥
AT &@ & 1w fear W faa
78y feeiny faras ad wer § wga@
T N M I F gt fawd amai g,
wifesy & o fraely wd DAY &, grrar
¥ fasft wd %t &, Afen zqule &
faashr wd afr @ et & o

AN ag g’

o} qerTeTe wreuw | W WY ¥
7, ary et qgeR ¥ P & oqra ¥
At wewm g fv

I G INRG, waw A ¥4,
ufas o,

ghat & o3 g ?

wpoé &t faer By 4,

# ywr wga faam §,

oo vl ¥ figal wror @ SR wr
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AT,

~

gfaar & 14 T077

8 gEAW &1 favm avar 31
I A1 WY am FE & watfewa
gfzdaft g 1 & www ¢ B Ty
&7 a7 R 9T, WRRAT 6T ATATn
Al wfag )

g 1 wFare & ¥ 9w wr fww
Frar § 1 & gs wifew gaig 43
qraT A7 | AT WP FEY qWIF 9T
& o 7 WY gAA A dar e g
& wwgr AW ag A gheam | 98T
ar gfess #Y ava gad € wwr 90
WIT gW ATH HYF ¥ A0 A { IOAT
e W 4 W g WA w oA
o 27 4 g4 fad gardr wed
LR AR (UL LG X

SHR1 G, VISWANATHAN (Wandi-
wush): Before gomng mnto the grave food
situation in the country, let me remind the
Ministers of their statements before the
people and the country. In August this
yeur, Stri Annassheb P. Shinde—jet me
take him firs? because he takes a keener
interest in this than  others——reaffirmed
that the country’s food  sitwalion was
bright and the present situation did not
wartant any need for wmport from foreign
countries. His senior, Shri F A. Ahmed.
said thére was nothing to worry so far as
the food situation in the country was
concerned Shri Sher Singh alo contii-
buted. He said that the food situation was
not as bad as had been feared. An cx-
‘Minister, and now Chaitman of the Fond
Cotporation of India, Shri Iqbal Singh,
came out with a glotious statément that
wheat products would be exported to the
Middle East in, he specified, July 1972,
After all these stateménts of Ministers, an
oxpert of the Agriculture Mindstry came
eut with a statement that India will rot
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only he self-sufficient 1n rice but will ako
be splus and would be 1in 4 powition to
meet even the requirements of  Bmgla
Desh  Not only that; it was foraeast that
by 1980. excess wheat would have to he
exported or destioyed to save the faimer
from losing on account of glut

After reading all these statcnents the
common man of India would have “me to
the scventh heaven of dehght But what
18 the truth? Government have now been
forced to disclose the naked truth to the
country What 15 the reahity? Shi)
Chavan, the Finance Mimister, comes with
a statement saying that the tood situation
18 very giave and we have 1o import
wheat, rice, pulses etc. ‘The target «t the
end of the Fourth Plan was 129 million
tonnes a year. which they are not peing
to achieve now According to the 56 pes
cent stipulated in the Fourth Plan  food
output for 1971-72 <hould have been 112
miltion tonnes But what is the 1eality”
A shortfall of 6 million tonnes  his s the
difference hetween expectation and reahs
ation,

There 18 a  steep shortfall m crarse
grains  The fall mn acreage is 171 pu
cent for Bajra, 11 per cent for pulses, 7 4
per cent for millets Not only that 7lhe
daily per capita availability of foodgrmns
is going down from year to year 11 has
declined fron 168 oz “in 1965 to 157 oz
in 1970

SHRI PILOO MODY:
now.

And 116 oz

SHRI G VASWANATHAN: 1 do not

have the latest figure. Shri Piloo Maody
may gve it

The Covernment, particularly the Food
and Agricuitore Ministry, should toke the
entire blam. for hllmg this country ‘o
an unjustified complacency by such state-
ments  The Goverament  let themselves
carried away by some kind of cuphoria,
and now we are faced with this  grave
situstion.
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{Shri G.

~ As for the greep tevolution. though 1
cannpt say it _has been an utter failure,
Governmcent cannot claim that they have
achicved complete success. Food produc-
tion should be increased. This cannol be
done by a few States like Punjab, Haryana.
Tamil Nudu -and Aodhra Pradesh only.
All the States should take the rosponsi-
bility to sce that the production goes up.
‘Tamil Nudu cun claim that it has achieved

Viswanat han].

tremendous success in high yielding variet-

ies, in doubling the crop, in increasing the
acreage. Not oanly that. T would like to
teil the House, particularly my friend,
Shri Piloo Mody. thot the highest per acre
yield has boen in Tamil Nudu. 1704 k.
have been achieved,.and I think the other
States also will emulate this.

What are the reasens for the {uilure of
food production, thai we cannot achieve
what we eapected to? The failure of the
monsoon is the main reason. but apart from
this, land ceiling is also contributing to it.
Not that 1 do not want the land ceiling.
.but whatever you fix, the Damocles’ sword
should not be hanging over the hcads of
the farmer, Whatever we fix shonld be a
permanent one, und shoulcl not go down
day by day.

Then, uneconomic holding is  another
reason, and one should not forget . that
that has also contributed to shortage.
Then there is a shorfage of fertilisers,

MR. CHATRMAN: The hon Member's

time is up.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: T shall finish
in two minuwtes. We have to .mechinise
agricolture, and that js the main thing
which I want the Government to take up.
‘We understand that the demand for trac-
tors is going down. I want the Ministry

to find out the rcason and give more and -

mou tractor*. to the farmers.

o Thcn “in. 1971-72, the damage cxmsed by
ws was of the order pf Rs, 626 erores
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Agam. 50 much grain is was!ed 15 per
cent is wasted during harvésting. 10 per
vent §s wasted during processing, and five
to seven per cent during storage. Hence, :
1 want the Governiment to provide enough
storage facilities in the rural areas. = Again,
the farmer in this country cennot always
depend wpon the  vagaries of Nature.
Apart Trom taking up the Ganga-Cutivery
link project, T want the Government to
take up the groundwater development
programme which is going to he the only
solution for the farmer for lift irrigation.

Then, there is not cnough fertiliser in
this country. T want the Minister to make
a stutement as to what steps are the Gov-
crnment {ahing to give enough fertilisers
to the farmers,

Government must intensify the procure-
ment drive, and they must take stringent
measures against the blackmarketers and
hoarders. Still 1 remember Nehru saying
that the blackmarketer will be hanged on
the nearest lamp-post. 1 want to know
from the Minister whether they vould not
identify a blackmarketer or they could not
_get a lamp-post to ban;, h:m (Interrup-
tion). )

These are the main problems. I also
suggest that all the States shounid try to

: lmplement the faumly pkmtﬁng pmmme.

" SHRI SAKTI KUMAR
(Jayanagar): Sir, let me cxpress my seiyti-

. ments in Bengali so that I can’ .o justice -

to the. sentiments which 1 want fo  ex-
1 _request tlm Munster mncuned

. very tumly one. Be!ng ahk‘tq';aa cipate -
.. in this dmcussbn 1 wa ‘
B8 emmatud. A want the Govemmcnt o .0

pla
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the country is today in the midst of a
critical food situation and the crisis is
getting decper every day. From the pic-
ture that 1 have witnessed in Bengal, I
can say without any exaggeration that
thoustands upon thousands of men. women
and children have migrated from ths vil-
lages to the city of Calcutta and are living
in sub-human conditions under tin roofs.
in Shanties under the trees and even cn
foot paths. This will be borne out from
the issue of the- Ananda Bazar Patrika
dated the 11th October, 1972. These
people are pinning for a morsel of food.
West Bengal had been in the grip of un-
precedented floods for two years and this
was followed by terrible drought. At long
last when in the month of September the
rains came. we heaved a sigh of relief and
thought that perhaps our fortune is turning
for the better. But I am grieved fo say
that after the paddy crop had grown only
a few inches, they all dried up for want
All the fields became perched
and cracked up due to severe drought
again. [ cannot say about the whole of
India, but being the son of a farmer 1
am intimately acquainted with the condi-
tion in West Bengal. There is terrible
poverty, scarcity and the shadow of im-
pending calamity ‘is looming large. If we
do not face the situation squarely and take
immediate measures, then we will not only
be unable to prevent famine but willi also
be unable to prevent the death of lakhsof
people. Farmers are migrating to  the
cities ¢n masse. It has also been reported
in the news item mentioned by me earlier
that the villagers are giving poison to their
own children and asbandoning their wives,
being unable (o feed them. What a terri-
ble picture ! 1In the first stages of this
crisis they resorted to begging and to keep
alive for sometime on the alms they re-
ceived. But soon aims also were not to be
found. 1 will recall, Mr. Chairman, the
writings of Shri Bankim Chandra Chaterjee
in his famous work ‘Ananda  Math’.
There, while describing the terrible famine
of Bengal of 1776, the author says, “The
people went out begging for a while, but
very soon alms also could not be had.”
This is the situation which is called famine
and this famine conditions have appeared
in West Bengal today.

of water.
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There is no use blaming the Govern-
ment for this critical situation today. Be-
cause this is not man-made. There may
be some faults in our-planniag but in my

living memory there has not been such.

total faiiure of monsoon at any  other
time. This crisis today is more due to
natural calamities. To meet this critical:
situation the Central Government has
taken steps to raise a good Rabi crop.
Funds have been made available to  the
States for this purpose. But how can a
bumper Rabi crop be raised without ade-
quate water? I will place before you the-
conditions in West Bengal. I have read
only in yesterday’s mewspaper that in my
unfortunate State of West Bengal, the water
of the ‘Mayurakshi’ reservoir of = the
D.V.C, will not be made available for irri-
gation purposes because that water is
needed for generating power. How is it
possible then, to raise a good crop? To
meet the crisis created by this terrible
drought.
to unite together and devise means in co-
operation with each other. It is true that
stress must be laid on rationing of food-
grains with a view to equitable distri-
bution. But I regret to say that the Centre
is not supplying enough foodgrains to
West Bengal to meet the demand in ration
shops. The Food Minister of West
Bengal, Shri Kashi Kanta Maitra has said
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Sir, I feel that we will all have-

that the Centre is not supplving even 50

per cent of the requirement of rice in
Bengal. The Chief Minister of West Bengal
came here yesterday and I understand that
the purpose of his visit was to acquaint the
Central Government with the dreadful food
situation in Bengal. T will therefore, re-
quest the Central Government and the
hon. Minister Shri Shinde (o do justice to
West Bengal. This State has been the
victim of terrible calamities in the past
vears like floods, droughts and the Indo-
Pak war. These have completely shattered
the economy of West Bengal and they are
crippled to regain economic self-sufficiency.
Therefore, T feel that the cntire  agro-
economic planning in West Bengal needs
to be recast. There is acute shortage of
water in West Bengal. The only solution
to my mind lies in resort to dry farming.
Dry farming alone can solve the  agri-
cultural problems of Bengal as well as of
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!Shi Sakit Kumar Sarkar]

Indic Therefore, I will request the Cen
tral Guovernment to develop dry fayn mg
m 1ts agricultyral projects

I witl again request Shry Shinde with
folded hands to reconsider the case of
West Bengal To consider the phght of the
viliugers of Sunderbans who are leaving
therr hearth and home n thousands and
crowding the Strects of Calcutta m nmser-
able conditions due to poverty and
scarcity This 19 the panorama we  see
after 25 years of freedom T agamn stress
that the food situation is vesy grave and
needs immediate and  serious tachlng
With this Sir I conclude my speech

Mo Wy wgw (waAlv) -
garafs wiza =mw fegfa & @
i agw & fafay faare soay fed oo
% | AIEIT LT 1T § TIHIT AT AV
aF N § fr 9w %) wgradl Aifw &
FTCX, T 7 FTFATH ¥ AN wHAA
| A & w1y A1 GraamT € wawar
& wreor T ¥ yHTe 7 fegfy seaw
g & s foed & war e oY 20
AR ® AAA § wrvw 3T gy
w27 ur fw gar qre qabs s wt
wery § s gw fedy o feufy W
TRIAT FIA & fwd dare § 1 XN A
ot wasfty wgwe & oY I wHF
M 26 ATO A Lrerary ¥ o W
# wgy fr gt ww o Fafram wAarT

w1 wzrw & /v g FedY g wr v
wIA ® weangwar o

Afwr st g 393 § v fxa
wY, o wsgror, wze g P gl g, w7
#fr7 T %7 WU WOAT °F daer
wit SR g Wy § fAfeay e
o fxi &1 wOATC g W g W)
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frafa &t me % arfy 1 & v
wrear 7 f5 a@ wie ag o fufy
TH! § T4 seqw grit € vedr § o
% 3 F fr gqeee & 6% o9 &
gaidt ¥3y 331 ¢ fr wigsy & 7@
wiT arzwt frafa €13 gv en geaamgds
IT FT ATHAT AT A AW g1 oAT
§F aft w@w w1 arw R e
g I& w717 g W W § ame-
¥z ¥ 91§ W TH AW W I WY
A qIIoT #Y Ay fo 7 foemy TR AY
HEETAl qE 7 Ui gwrd @y
feafy +re) w=@Y =iv 77 ¥ faey
fegfa fagfia &, wrarar & 3= 3fx
fer = w1 @ AT TANT
R F warT 1 ogadft wr &
s areAn g fw e § framn
F1 fears v faga ' wravas s
1 47 *W & Ak w@r wEw WA
#7 & ¥ qgF WY wgr § fis wravaran
wam A g fr fow F1 ww A
gy ¥1 Sy fem wmw
ww fram faraifgs &1 wr #1
wTy i7 st mF o g ¥ oawd
¥ fears ¥ €7 & Saim gow )
famr gy ¥, =9 fac aw Treenfes
& wr & e aTw aw At 9@
& sy ot 3w AfaraTey w1 AW £

w1 avare faim & aqowa oo
w1y = iE Wi gk Avw WA Wt
srarr % wr vft & weAr A3
¥ wrarg 9 A wed qAy & T AT
¥ W T A s o W WX
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T VEY &) TW ARG ATHIT AT gAt-
AAA " T AT F IRV A4wA F
I8 %1 AT wfnd Frwg ofre
B oerTr oafe W A ey §F A
AR AAAT Z130, 1 ATH g8 qré
aat WA, Tmr o mRfer A
40 7HTWT FW AW U7 WAW I
A ferfr & 2190 1 A7 3w & w@ow
fe o3 51 117 &1 F mravgeAT
FET F 1 AT FTRTT T wAT A7 HO0L
TF f fais gz wa wAY, @z
IR AT ORN WA T OF FA 93T
72 fealy wopee Fr owAmA AW T
PRSI B Tk B G L A I £
1 21Ty ArAANA F woow Frer oY
vrzx & feqfr ssdy af 1 o3 oW
7= 7w fryrn & Drgt fift &)
qET 937 F qF AN F, A1 5 w0
7 i meafiat &, 3z Ao 7 &
zq ¥+z § qgiry sy Ag fa= vgn
2, =it wrer fas = g v E
Wt § waa 05 g € af § oo
wifaar & NF A0 7EY §, WA /A
F ot feqfy goa 31 o 35 ] w0
% fr wac afy forfa )y, A1 a=]
warw F gwrar 90 ot i § faavw
=& & qanT o+ aw &% ¢ fe avw
d TR oAWK LIR AT dEn

1,25 000 & T FT 1,58,000
s A 3 frey ar @@ Y 11,8

RO =7 WATH ST 97 747 &, 7 qafA
aft & rar &1 wdl A o wer A
agw g 4tk a5 AwRr W

AGRAHAYANA 8, 1894 (SAKA)

Food Sitwuion 310
(Moin )

f& av¥re & mAT § gAw TR R
g Wy samenr AT 2

&1 WY qvwre €1 89 AT
STETS & 5 owAr A7y Aw Sr)-
o1 gammEa & v q0 wiv Hiq
ST TR B AVETT HATH A WA
|rd AT I AT FAIA AT ary o
FrR P § oz A A @ e
R o oS e (i

ua qfy fagza 27 8 Wy A7 4 @m
Waz g 4w A g fvoe
AHA { TF o Hlo Ar¥o FT 351 A2
T 3?7 TERIE 4 Fe Ats sl
T ArAT 45 TIA W 48 F17 0 9lq
fogem #f1r wwer 15 390 7 56 TOH
sfrfoqes & fgarg & whar 0 wiw
MECTCEU I CACEE S L O )
¥Av v £ VI, 3WY uR
T G4V WV AR H AT 7 AGA
gt &1 At fas & frafaaeds w
ot w3 7 oweqa g€ ¢ 3g sA aAm
q AT AT |

weg it & wer Ay fage & waw
aqr v ¥ ¢ aoif Foueg gk &
oY geq 1% & warar feer 72 E 1 wea
R F FAR G4 X 12 A A B
e vraeqra ¥ aY og xov § f A
o wad w3 6, WA A G BT wy
ar @ & A m«mﬁattgwim
¥ wige @ site R gada feale &
a1 o e s ¥ A ¥ Ay
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Fgar g o 9aa dEl 45 0 T 56
w3 wfy GEza wEeT @OE L T
ST AT AT G€r ar Aar @A |
sy weE & owe aw wdl fear
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wor wfa fades
AW wE " TR §
graT fow & g AR 4T AT
g & ) WewowRw A O @y fare

| zafag a7

rfied o W ST

IO TR FE  ARI T
¥ wer Wt ¥ war ¥ fr gw W A
gra faa w0 R(T AE FA a9
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qEEET |

5g STH o &Y
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&

ST
awit wr gfaer
oy T g 5 AT WA
FTT 799 g1 § ot v & ST AEAT
g7

g migT sy Ak Far

wa ¥ WA ag fAdEw A §
& oz AT Hwe 7 ?\T FIAT 3 at
s oafy dwileal g feg
wig iy

-

gfq ddd) zragw § 9%
g g, fGEEl g age | -
Al #r gearfga wer fae, 5T #
widt widt fg=rg @ gfawg fas

ATT AT F S BT fars &1 g-
qrd I F1 IUAH ALY F, 48 T I
@y FWC | AW FHr fawenr &
gEam W AT HXA g, el faster
FT HET F 9Iq FT & | Afwa feafg
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g fawelr feemat & foer, @@
at W Fr Ay g&a wrfeq 1 FrSAr
Y @ ST T WG " qRT
FT HTHAT TET HC TR |

UFe dro ;o W @
Fuama § oad g
T F ) K wa wwel =
=gaT § S
& a7 FEAT ST E i To T qrgo

A,

EIS BTN

gafer Az
ffé(fiﬂ'
agt @3F ¥ qEA AT §
ECl

TITET HTH T
HT %“ TH AT

S

fRar #ie s &% gare

g 7 ufg zq "El 9v

AT FU Al WT T R dweE A

e T & TS g1 qET wem feafa
WX sarar faasil Sk W & owme
AT GFAT & T”Er\a?cr Gl
foz & ol € | EewT vad 79 4%
SIRAT ®1 A AT, &7 HEET TH F
T Fa7 T T W@ E a7 gH gand ? '

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Piloo Mody.

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: Sir, you have
to call members according to party.

You should have called me  before
calling Shri Mody.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You will get your
chance.

'SHRI K. S, CHAVDA: You should
call me first. "This is not fair. As a
protest, I will not speak on this motion.
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SHRI PILOO MODY  (Godhra):
Mr. Chairman, in order to appease my
light-headed colleagues over here, I am
willing to accept that anybody who
Jooks at me would not believe that there
is a food problem in this country and if
they look at the Minister they will be-
lieve that there is a very grave food pro-
blem in this country. Therefore, the only
solution can be switching places between
us.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Are you really interested in coming over
to this side?

SHRI PILOO MODY: 1t is just to
appease my light-hcaded comrades here.

We have heard nothing but  political
propaganda for the last so many years,
and the government and the country have
become a victim of this propaganda.
We' have had the Members of the ruling
party get up and defend what ! cannot
understand how they can possibly defend,
and that is the failure of the Govern-
ment. We have had a very worthy col-
league like ™Mr, P. Venkatsubbaiah blam-
ing the mover of the Motion and saying
that he was apportioning the blame as if
that was the greatest crime he could com-
mit at this particular moment, and.
finally, ended up by apportioning all the
blame on God 'who is not here in the
House to defend himself.

Then, my hon. friend, Dr. Karni Singh
added another dimension and  provided
‘the Ministry with another excuse by say-
ing that it was all due to the increase in
population. I strongly recommend to my
hon. friend here, by all means you do
whatever you want to control population
but don’t provide the Government with
all manner of lame excuses. Sooner or
later, the Government will have to deve-
lop the character to accept the blame for
its own failures. But since it is not pre-
pared to do so, today I am prepared to
take the whole blame for the famine
that is going to occur in this country. T
am nof ashamed of it. I take the blame
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because I blame myself for not having
worked hard enough to throw this Gov-
ernment out of power lock, stock and
barrel. That is why I am quite prepared
to take the bleme for the misery that is
being faced or is going to be faced by
the people of this country.
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So many people have get up and said,
“I congratulate the Government for hav-
ing said that they will make marginal
imports this year.” Several people have
congratulated the Government for having
made a great ®anncuncement that they
will make marginal imports this year, I
question the mentality of those people
who think that a decisicn like that needs
such as we

congratulating but & famine

are facing requires no condemnation.

It is the prime of the
Government to feed its people. We have
appealed on many occasions and we have

many times that they should
change their policies so that when
droughts do occur as they will with the
frequency of once every seven years at
least. their effect is mitigated. Historical
experience has shown that there is ome
had year every seven years, ons  good
year. and five years which we neither
good nor bad. All this that Government
krows. But it takes no action during six
years to do anything that will mitigate
the effect of famine when it does occur.

responsibility

asked so

T am absolutely shocked at the pusil-
lanimous manner in which we accept
lame excuses. The Prime Minister boldly
got up the nerve and said, it is the duty
of all developed countries to heip under-
developed countries—developed countries
must help  developing countries.  This
was a very noble sentiment. But the
Prime Minister can do nothing when one
State which is slightly better off stops the
flow of food to another State in which
there is famire. We cannot organise our
own affairs ‘as one country. And the
Prime Minister is so brash as to lecture
to the rest of the world as to how they
should behave and help developing
nations.
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IShrt Poo Mods ]

Take the example of thc Food Cor
poration of India 1 thunk, 1t hay been
amply ptoved that theie 15 nothing but
the worst type of corruption in the Tood
Corporation The Charman of the Cor-
potatton who s responsible for it «till
wontinties to occupy his chan The Go-
vernment has  not cwven  moved m the
maiter 1 have wntten  Jetters 1o the
Prime Mimister,  assutances fave b .3
made, an inquity has beey owdered  And
yot na action 15 tahen 1 a vital  vear
such oy this whin we must continue to
play politics

What has happened obout the | how
upion’  [he Chauman bings about «
labowr umon a bogus  labowr  wmor
which docs not enjoy any populu suppoti
and the Government does nothine to sop
that with the result that the workers ar
agitated  Fuven the deplited resources of
the Foud Corporation will  not by ade
quastely available to the country wher 1t
needs 11 that most

17 b

We have said vo many times that it 1
bawcally the Plan puorniies  which are
wrong The Second Plap way wrong the
Third Plin was 'wionger, the Iouth
Plan wa+ wionger stdl, and the Fifth
Plan which they huve projected 1s absurd
And vet they continue and persist in thrs
sort of ndiculous planming which nas
absolutely no  bearing to the  require-
ments of the counlty At the time of the
Cacond Plan many of us saw very cleaily
what the condition of this countiv was
gowmg o be 15 years hence  Even mu
wildest expectations have been behed It
13 much worse than c¢ven what T expected
it to be  And the mam reason for it is
the priorities set in  the plan—a total
disregard for mmor  nmigation, 8 total
disregard for infrastructure  agtivity, no
adequate and serious programme for
afforeststion, no decision on  important
projects lthe the Narmada and the Rai-
asthan Canal What can you possibly
expact where gvery decison of the Go-
vernment 15 thken purely for  poltical
consderations, where every act is purely
for poltical resspmy, without any con.
cern for the gnuntry? Look at the atten.
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dance 1n this House We are gong to
face a serious famine this year | really
do not know how you are gomg to foed
this countty from the month of March.
Yook at the mtercst that i evinced by
the so-called representatrves of the people
Sir 1 thunk, the mtwation 13 much too
tiagic to comment upon, and the soonc
the Government wakes up and delincates
very cleailv what 1t¢ poliy 1 gomg to
be 1, 2, 3 and 4, the better it will be.

1762 hrs.
{Suki K VN Tiwary i the Char )

Ihe othar day Mr Chavan made 1
hetoic specch, T do not hnow from where
he 10 captur~d hes herorm He made a
hetoie speech the other day saymg ‘We
will do somcthin.®  And  what dd he
ultimatehy promnse’  He  smid that we
must accept the responubility for feeding

50 pcr cent of the people The other
50 pui cent can dic
SHRI ANNASAHER P SHINDE-

You ate very unfwr you are distohng
facts

SHR! PI1LOO MODY 1 have abeolu
tely no intention of bemg fain or
rcasonable

MR CHAIRMAN  You werc m the
House when M1 Chavan was speak.np

That 18 on record You should not
muslead the House
SHRI PILOO MODY 1 am wnof.

(Interruption) 1 have to clanfy the situa-
gon Mr. Chavan, I kuow, did not mean
what he said, but he did say this because
he was trying th make brave vnu\ndn .

SHRI NIMBALKAR (Kothapur) He
did not mean what you understood

SHRI PILOO MODY: 1 wil compare
my understandmg with his and yours ot
some other time.

He did say in an attempt tg be herolc,
m an attempt o speak f0 the  gallovy
nsteadt of speakpe to the Hoyse thet
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“we are going to feed 50 per cent of the
people of this country”. He thought that
he was being heroic, but he did not
understand the natural corollary that it
means that the other 50 per cent will
starve to death.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
interpretation.

It is your

SHRI PILOO MODY: I 1s not an
interpretation. [ am trying to give you
the nfental processes which bring about
such  Inavado and such bragging state-
ments from responsible members of the
Government. This is what I am trying
to point out 1 am sure he did not mean
that; 1 am sure you also think that he
did not mean it Let us not get into an
argument on semantics, 1 am just say-
ing that this braggadocio of this Govern-
ment must stop and there must be some
realism and humility to admit mistakes
and then after having gone through this
difficult year to change the priorities of
the Five-Year Plans.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Not here.

Shri Ambesh

Prof Sher Singh

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF.,
SHER SINGH): During this debate in
this House, some reference was made
about sugar. I am just announcing one
recent decision that we have taken, that
the levy price of sugar from Ist Decem-
ber will be less than what was contem-
plated because of some reduction in excise
duty.

Ex-factory prices of levy sugar of
1972-73 production for the different
zones were notified on the 7th November,
1972 under the provisions of the Essen-
tlal Commodities Act, 1955. This re-
subted in sn increass of about Rs. 20/-
per quintal in the weighted everage price
of levy sugar for all Tadia. On the basis
of these ex-factory prices of sugar of
1972-13 production, the unmiform retadl
price for the consumers sll over India
shopld normally be raised from the pre-
2453 1811,
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sent Rs. 2/- per kilogram to at least

Rs, 2.26/- per kilogram, including in it
the incidence of the extra excise duty
involved. However, having due regard to
the strong feelings expressed in both
Houses of Parliament against such a steep
increase in the consumer’s price of levy
sugar, the Government made a comscious
effort to bring down the extent of in-
crease in the uniform retail price as much
a3 possible, By asking the Food Cor-
poration of India to reduce their opera-
tional charges and by reducing the in-
cidence of excise duty on levy sugar from
30 to 26 per cent, the Government have
decided to fix the uniform issue price of
levy sugar through fair price shops to
consumers all over India at Rs. 2.15 per
kilogram, with effect from the 1Ist De-
cember, 1972 or such date in December
on which the first issue period of levy
sugar through fair price shops commences
in the different states.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
here.

Shrnn  Ambesh—not

SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): 1
welcome the discussion and the debate in
this House as far as the food situation
n this country is concerned

In thus bchalf, I think, as far as the
food is concerned, one thing which we
cannot aiord to toy with, because it is
a question of lfe and death to the vast
majority of the population of this coun-
try, is to make political capital out of the
food siuation in this country. Starvation
is no joking matter. Under this circums-
tances, whether it is the sensationalism
that is followed by the various political
Parties or whether it is the sensationalism
that is followed by the Press in this
country, when we are trying to talk about
food and when we are freating it as
another tool of achievement of political
power, 1 think, the futore generations in
this country or the coming generations in
this country will not forget or forgive us
for having committed this basic blunder
of trying to make political capital out of
the food situation in this conmtry.
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1 wonder whether this urge to get mto
power can get the better of our common
sense so much so that we find that thus »
being made into a pohtical wsue [ do
not want to elongate the argument on thi,
pomt, but, I would ke to state at this
juncture iself that one of the main and
principal ingredients of food production
1s water We have got very rehable
sources of information that in this coun
try 1n the course, not of the Fifth but
in the course of the Sixth Five Year
Plan (Interruptions) 1 stand by 1t
In the Course of the Sixth Five Year Plan
when most of us who are sitting here will
still be given the good option to hve

SHR1 PILOO MODY But outside the
House

SHRI B V NAIK Why outude’ Fven
mside the House also (Interruptions)
Sir, I am trymg to iemove the sense of
diffidence

Mr Naik, 1t 18
Dont get yourself

MR CHAIRMAN
all part of the game
entangled in that

SHR1 B V NAIK If we do not havt
the confidence of solving this food prob
Iim then defimtely 1 am jomng hands
with Mr Piloo Mody that we will be out
of this House If we are going to solve
the food problem in the foreseeable future
1 think there ts every reason for us to
come back here (Interruptions)

With regard to the imigation resources
1t 1 reliably learnt that i the course of
the Sixth Five Year Plan, starting in the
year 1977, in the course of these niver
waterg disputes, whether it be Narmada, or
whether it be Krishna or whether 1t be of
any other river, there will be no major
irrigation project posstble 1 think, Sir
it 15 time that we solve these interState
political problems in our country I
would suggest that a8 far as these cases
are congerned whether it s Kaveri or
whether it is Krishna or whether 1t 18
Narmada or whether it is . Chambal, afl
theas problems of river waters mnsé be
solved and if the concerned States cannot
¢oene 1o an amicable settlement. it is for
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the Munsstry here, 1t 18 for the Centie to
plan and sce that the entwre food produc-
tion programme of a long-term nature s
not scuttled on grounds not at all econo
mucal but purely political

ot wyiteg Wuw (wga)  wEAT
qwtafy ft , ag ara eae gy TS &
A ¥ QTATH FY ANEAT AW € G0
FAT AT R F gw AT FrAFr g
T i ag wwen AN dar gt AR
fead ¢31 & 1 8A AT o ¥ qrAdT gt
& e wo Y AT & ) & wgh
1t f @AY off & ool A gFT oW
sdede fer & fugw goaaaaIdY
it ImAgrrrama e v gm o€
QIATFF FAA7 %) (77 95T § MY 99
g 78 & Br \ATR A1gT A A0TA ¢ owiw
it aegfeafa FY fratd 3vda & a1 ¢
at feqd 9aF e & AT A 9AR
i WA aren il & oww &
gy ¥ &g sraAw T 2t wgt
TTEREN wFT A RS ¥ Ay
TAH I 8 W &r FrdvE wr raY &y
uqt feafs ¥ & wgr wngm fr afx
st it & av@ § <oy feafr age
e ww ooy agt 97 dawy
& faeelt av @€ @€ agdr # wrq v
w58 § dfew qgrar o orer wreafas
o ag & o agr 9 wAT A fae
Wy wgrreys ATy fre ot Tgrd
4 WiE g ww 48§ Fe Fear o
wraTen e AT At awary 1 e
Y rcomw g o Ty W ¥
ure awyt arfRy & fag A i
ufy wrer Preor w1 weirr frorer Y 4
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qF WATE AT W 959 <7 & _fr Wi
¥ wa § § ATAqr g AV O0R FR
Ty ST a¥ft | g o
dar g1 S T &1 A aEAY WY
ot e Y ear AT wifee

gframifia s ara e St A s
sraT 7ET &, & Auwar g gaay ge wife
FgaTaIfEu YTt gagfea wifva wrafz
g9 ¥ w4 A wiifegq g wwr AT &
HAAITE AR I FAFAT ZATT ATHY IH
A TEET | foaar iy dat @3 {rar
war & 1w fgeat aveTd afy-
el #Y 59 ¥ 99T SqEr § a4r
a9 o7 I G w7 99w A g A
AAFY AT GTYAACAT 7 BN ANAS
g gen Felt ST w/rg o { wee wr
v v s fawrran g fw afs oo
ufw gu & faw agret ofene A
Tore wfw ¥ faq @, A, faew arfe
wigfaw sare g fao & agawen
ot it reefir & S EA 7 T IEwT
w7 g 9 W W Ew Ay
HAXTY |

o sdm AT, AT A Aga
AfereaTd ) oF gR 78R 97 9%
Buroht % greve ag o) o sy wdy fer
T | pradear i argd § Swarsr
wf § 1 G4 fearts % agr & s wifa
weadn ? Aw fEA F AW aT
e wed e e §, e gy oo €14
¥ s wowee Wiy ST Tl § W
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e qeETe Y wgdr § Afww afe NF
5 ST 7T £ &Y v Fqra EFA
g, A aar D §, I 0w W
agt & i feafa qea & g €7 greor
¥ a8t § | afs gug @F wraw agy
Farar feafy ot s arfred) st

SINGH RAO
Chairman,  Sir,
that Shr1  Fate-

SHRI BIRENDER
(Mahendragarh) Mr
we are all very happy
smghrao Gaekwad and Dr Karm Singh
have rased a4 very mmportant 1ssue be.
fore the House, namely the food problem
that the country i facing

All sections of the House have agteed
that theie is a really serious situation
Some have attubuted the blame to the
taganics of weather some to  God and
some to inciedase m  populatton and
Members from the Trcasury Benches
have thus tried to defend the Govern-
ment Bul when they say that  there 1
teally a bad situatron i the countty, I
think that 1t 15 agreed that Government
v responsible for all thy

W¢ have to brefly look at the record
of the perfutmance of Government dur-
mg the 25 years ufter Independence Wo
had about S0 mullion tons of J{oodgrans
praduced in the country when we became
independent  Durmg the past 25 years,
the production has gone up to something
between 90 and 100 mullion tous. It
would have mcrcased at a much faster
vate, 1f only Government had followed
correct policies

We would hke to know from $hn
Annasaheb P Shinde when he 1cplies
what 13 the additional acreage that has
becn brought under irngation after Tade-
pendence  Qur urigation today s for
hardly 20 per cent of the total uluvated
area which s significant for a country
like India with so many uvers We can
oply be proud of twop things in this coun-
try; nomely our pemsantry and ousr agri
culture. The peasantry has been rhined
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[Shri Birender Singh Rao]
and agriculture has beem destroyed That
is what we have came to after 25 y-ars

Ihere are people who would say that
this 15 all because landg have not been
nationalised, and there 13 no collective
farmmng I would bke to ask those
friends If collectivisation of land could
help, why are Russm and Chma begging
for food m outside countries today? Why
18 Russia purchasing wheat from Ame-
rica? H Government could do better
without the efforts of the peasants or
peasant proprietors, why did the Com-
mumst Party allow the peasants to retun
their lands for over 20 years after the
Russtan revolution, that 1s, the people
who are called kulaks? I would suggest
that Government should look into all this
sertously

The situation 18 gowng to be wor.e The
Raj Committee's report is there before
us, and the mtuatton will be so bad, [ am
sure, after one or two years, that peasants
would be bribing the officials to get then
names struck off from the proprietary
nights register beceuse they would not
be able to pay these taxes The ceilings
are allo unreal 1 would suggest that if
Government want to improve the food
sitvation n this country, then let them
send all their advisers out Let them bo
given the permussible area of land, and
let them hve on this Let them coducate
therr children on this  Government
should have advisers who can really
give them practical farmers' advice

We tried #t 1 Haryana when the UF
Government was formed in 1967  The
food production in  that State wn the
previong year was 21 lakhs tonnes, but
because of the programmes, policies and
incentives provided by Goversnment, it
went up by 100 pet cent to about 42
lakhs tomnes in one year I am sure
that the production in the country can
be doubled ¥ omly Government would
look after the interesty of the farmers,
if they would only run  water in the
canaly, it only they wounld run the fac.
torfes at night to provide sleotricity to
the farmers in the viflages during the day
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There 18 no fertiliser avalable m thus
country except nitrogen There 13 no
potash or phosphates There is only
urea which they use for everything,
and that 15 gowng to damage our lands

The policies pursucd m the past should
now change Incentives should be pro-
vided to the farmers Their confidence
should be restored Vast areay are
without irngation  Take the case of my
own constituency In two districts theie

18 no Government irrigiion at all How
much of rrigatton have Government
provuded there so far?

MR CHAIRMAN Now the hon

Member should conclude and give a
chance to others He s the third per
son from bis party to speak

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO I
am the only spokesman from my party
I would 1equest Government to see that
chrap electnicity s provided to the fat
mers

Prof <her Singh made a  statument
about sugar During the past five years,
the mummum price of sugarcane fixed
by Government was Rs 790 Five years
ago the sugarcane price wag Rs 750
a gquintal when sugar was selung at Rs
150 per \g Now the minmmum price of
sugatcane 15 R8s 8 There 15 no apprec:
able increase  But Government finds an
txcuse for increasing the rie of sugar
which 1, now avalable m the open
market at Rs 450 a kg The farmers
are not getting any bebefit

Since my tume 18 up, I concinde with
this

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akola): We
are today discussing a very serjous subject
T wish to thank Shei Fatesinghsao Gae
kwad for mwiting the aftention of the
Houge to such a seriour situation in the
country As the Finmance Mmster sald
the other day, we are really going %o
foce the worst drousdw simation in Hs
country that we lave seen not only since
mdependence but probably for the fast
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50 years. In Maharashtra  particularly,
the situation is going to be very bad. We
had drought consecutively  for
years now. There are regions  parti-
cularly in Poona district which have been
hit. In one piace, out of 30 vears. T1or
27 vyears there had been drought, This
is the scrious condition. We will be short
of even drinking waters thig may be
the seriousness of the situation in March
or so.

three

Therefore, it is not a question of try-
ing to find fuult with this party or that
party or Government. Supposing the Op-
position were in power. if they put the
entire blame on Government, now would
they have got over the problem? this is
a situation which must be met on u v
footing. This is the responsibility of the
entire country. Therefore. we must all
rise to the occasion and face the situation.
Can we take up this challenge not  as
a party but as a nation and mect it?

There are certain long-term  measares
and loag-term aspects of the problem.
As was rightly pointed out by Dr. Karni
Singh, the population increuase has been
a major source of difficuity. In the last
25 years, we have added 22 crores to ou
population, the population of USA. Every
year we add an Australia to the popula-
tion of the country. Although we
doubled the food production since 1930,
we are not able to  meet our require-
ments. Hence there have to be long-term
measures, One of them will be
lation control.  Another will be
valley projects like the  Ganga-Cauvery
link. Floods will have to be controfied.
The effects of shortage of water will have
to bhe mitigated.

have

popit-
rivar

Therefore, we have to take up this pro-
blermm not as a party issue. finding fault
with a particular party or
but as a nation.
sion and tackle it
ing an issue of it for cxploitation on
party lines.  Taking people out into the
streets and burning buses is not  going
to solve the problem. We will have to
take the responsibility as a nation.

Government.
Let ug rise to the occa-
There is no use mak-
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You arc not giv-

ing any solution. You are only giving a

lecture,  That will lead us nowhere, Con-
clude now.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: As far as
Government are concerned, we  must
concentrate all our effort on the  small
farmer. They must help him in this rabi

scuson. particularly to produce maximum
food. That can be done by helping him
with sceds, fertilisers, pesticides and other
means oy wherewithal.  They
rushed to him immediately.

must be

The last but not the least that we must
do is to control our system of distribution.
Even today. whatever food we have in
this country. if we can distribute 1t pro-
perly. I am sure we wiil be uble to meet
the chalienge, and we may not be requir-

ed to import food, even at this critical
juncture and critical situation.
SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond

Harbour): The latest Government report
suys that In view of the marked improve-
ment and  availability in food-grains in
1971-72 and in accordance with the deci-
sion tahen five years ago. concessioral im-
ports uf foodgrains under PL 480 have
been stopped from January, 1972 with the
expectation of yet another good crop in
1971-72; I hope it is an expectation. It
in expected that the good food position in
the country will
1972,

remain conmfortable in

The Economic Survey—it ig the latest
one, 1971-72—suys that the other impor-
tant aspect of increasing  production  of
foodgrains  mpinges upon  the monetary
scetor of the cconomy inasmuch ag the
demand for funds for procurement opera-
tions have increased sharply. The
standing advance  against the
reached the level of Rs. 431 crores to-
wards the end of July. 1971. What sort
of drum-beating opcrations,  vou under-
stand.

out-
foodgrains

Dr. Ashoka Methta. once the principal
ceonomic adviser to the Government  of
India and also the Chairman of the Agri-
cultural Prices Commission said recently
that the sustained increase in food pro-
duction has just seen 15 million
between 1964 and 1965 and

tonnes
1972 and
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1973. and .is almost.entirely made up- of
rice and the output of wheat. = Equally
noteworthy is the other fact . that the
average annual rate of growth of food
production at 1.8 per cent’ during these
eight years is less than a half of what
was attained in the. period between 1950.
51 and- 1964-65, Mr. Shinde, you are
very brilliant.

1 say there is an unprecedented food
situation in recent years. The prices have
risen. There is unemployment. Garibi

"' Hatao i3 a complete myth. There is near-

famine in the true sense. I know if West
Bengal does not got adequate quantity of
" -cereals and rice, the rationing system will
come to a collapse. 1 have becen enquiring
from various people who say that the flour
~mills in the country are working at a
capacity of 25 per cent. That is your
-litmus test of attainment and efficiency.
. (lnrermpmm)

- The public distribution itself says that
in 1968-69, .in million tonnes. it was 10.1.
In. 1969-70 it has come down, because of
socialism, to 9.5, In ' 1970.71-—again
socialism--it ‘came down to 8.8. And in
1971-72--Garibi Hatao done—it came
down to 7.7. .

According to the Reserve Bank’s report,
carrency and finance, the most authentic
document that one can lay one’s hand on,
the stock position in 1971-72 is 7.9 million
torines, . although the Governinent had ‘been
quits :mongly and incorrectly and deliber-

atc%y'a!aiminz it was 9.5 million tonnes.

‘wish to say much about what the
pmu,mgmgm target was. Mr. Shinde said
i - that the market price is highor

rocatement is likely to fall
md}mn tornes by -orie fmiltion
¥ Iore. Mk,

& today like that. I'consr’fatu—

positio

“The }
capital
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;nin procurcmem price, and that’

‘otherwite the whole country -and the peo-
‘ plc iviﬂ die of starvatwn._

:peakins out ‘what' the actual o

Shinde - told = the’
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harvesting in. 197071 was dueto m tad'
thatithxppcnedtohcasoodyenmm
soon.  The significant fact was that out
of the incresse of 8.3 mimnn_ ‘toanes in’
that year as much as four million tonnés
had come from Rajasthan alépe’ and
would seem to be almost. entirely - the
result of favourable weather. - Ploase -note
it, Mr, Subramaniam and Mr. Shinde.

1 say that about the rabi seasor), drive,
your performance is again very gloomy.
There is nothing before us to look for-
ward to. - Precious foreign exchange and
scarce capital reserves have to be spemt
now. Once they boasted that they have
done the green revolution, food problem
was solved and they had started oxporting.
Where is the green revolution, Mr. Shinde?
And why this hush-bush? This paper
comes out; Food Secretary reported to be
on a secret mission abroud. We know
Mr. B, K. Nehru has rushed from Shillong
down to New York and Washington for
begging food. 1 know they will again go
for Nixon vandana; there is no other alter.
native. That is why Billy Graham, C.LA.
agent has been allowed to function for

seven days-in border areas..... (Interrip-
tions) :
MR. CHAIRMAN: 1t has no relevance.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Hon'ble
Prime Minister said to us that the Baptist
Mission which is hosting Billy Graham is
a CIA agent. Therefore, this Government
will politically enslave the country - once
again to the Yankeeg for. their -malprac-
tices. They talked abomut natmnalmtion'
of . wholesale - foodgrains, - ~What: Kas
happened? "Now another resolution, . has
come; it may. be pouponed for-. the “time
being. - What a wonderful mutual admira-
tion society -they have between the Govern-
ment and the Congress Party. - This Gov.'
ernment should be . condemned utterly;
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were many constructive speeches, for
instence that of Dr. Karni Singh. Mr.
Piloo Mody was very angry with him for
making a constructive specch. Dr. Karni
Singh, Mirdhaji and a number of our
colleagues, even Mr. Viswanathan though
he made some political charges because
otherwise he could not justify his existence
here—made some very constructive »ug-
gestions in the debate. Even one of Mr
Jyotitmoy Bosu’s colleagues, Battacharjee,
a very sénior Member, made oane state-
ment charging my party, but he too made
som¢  constructive suggestions m his
speech.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
first House. Senior Member!

Ihig 18 hiy

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE. |
am not allergic to criticism  Sometnies
cven Members from this side criticise the
Government and | welcome the criticism,
it helps us to understand the issue. The
Opposition have a right to criticise; | never
misunderstand it. But what 1 object to 1s
distortion of faets. For instance Mr.
Piloo Mody said that Mr. Chavan stated
on the floor of the House: we will feed
only fifty per cent of the population T take
serious objection to such distortion of
facts. Mr. Mody mught criticise us and
say otrr policies are wrong; but he cannot
distort facts.

Similarly Mr, Pande—unfortunately he
is not also here-—made a statement that
there were no stocks in Orissa for a few
weeks; he also said that a number of
starvation deathg took place.  What are
the facts? On Ist August, 1972 there
were 1.29 lukh tonnes of .rice in Orissa
and on Ist September, 1972, 70,000
tonnes. Even then during that month
33,000 tonnes wheat and rice in addition
were sent from the Centre to Orissa. To
say that Orissa was without food. people
sarved, not evén an ounce was avail-
able-~such statements ars better avoided.
Therefore T say: if you have to criticise,
you may critivise policies and other things,
but_never distort facts. ..

SHURI JYOTIRMOY BOSU; They are
loarning from you,

AGRAHAYANA 8, 1894 (34KA4)
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am coming to Mr. Bosu a little later. My
time is limited; I shall appeal to all sides
to permit me to make a few obscrvations
because the Bungla Desh  President is
coming und we have to go and welcome
him 1 request Mr, Bosu to help a little.
T was submitting that charges of starva.
tion deaths are very lightly made. I am
not denying that in certain  arcas, the
situation is difficult. For instance. T come
from an area where { huve not ~een such
a difficult situation in the past. But to
sav that starvation deathsy are taking place
is completely misrcpresenting  and giving
a wrong picture to the country, 1 chal-
lenge the hon. Members to give the names
of these persons.

SHRI1 JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a point
of order.

¥g WA qFeq gl
wgay

awiafa wflam : 7z $NE «
At T I1aR AR AT T @
g | FA carzEr Wi wWET  SemMT
gl vy F gz ad £,.....

o IEX WX FFNT L (F97) ¢
w&Y AEgT w3 w® & v A aang )
ate AT 9T AF § 1 (greeaAaT)

wwrafe iy dar ww S
&t Feard qe Agy wraar 1 aF ¥ saner
FeEr WAL OF AVG NGT A § gray
#t kv w7 gar | Feeard Y
gwir

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a poim
of order. I did not expect that he would
mislead the Mouse. In the last session, T
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have gwven a hst of 30 starvation deaths
m Malda I was pervaitted to lay it on
the Table 11 15 n the hbrary Govern
ment his not contradicted 1t 1n these three
month He muost withdiw his tzmarks

SHRI ANNASAHLB P SHINDE We
tike these allegations very seriously when
cver they are made by anybody We
rofer spectfic names to the State Govern
ments  Full enquiries ate made  Even
the Iist given here was referred to  the
State Government  The Stite  Govern
ment his sad the nobody hay, died  of
stuvanon W hon Mombers hi e any
other names T am  prepaied to  1efe
those nimes to the State Goverments
About ¢very single nime serious wnguuy
will be held These are not light matters

figer oy woRE : & A
# qag FL @ ¥ 1 oamw e ge
g1 welt WY R ower ¥ AW aa
T | § FATT ST AP § 1 THAE FT
ag wEA W AT @ &1 9@ Ao
A FTRE

MR C(HAIRMAN He has not misied
the House A pomnt of oider was taised
by Mr Bosu and he has rephed to 1t If
he has musfed th. House you can bnng a
motion accouding to the rules

st TRYAIYT WA
carrd &0d s fiz

(eAT)

Nt gEw W= ewaw far
&Y faum war & o & A A fag
w g1 % fowd qr § 1 9w amw
o wgir § fe g S adr g€ §

wamafy wgaw e wo @
fs @t wwide oy dex W foa
wqr 9 | I ¥ e wen § W

W dqw el g8 -
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g% AANT  weew
&Y wt Wy sy €4

arferaied

s Trware  oedY Tamafy
wEw, IR gew s daw
fomr & 1 ar &Y 48 9w W famyy
A A g IAF Rerw A wER
1§ 1 (wqawrm)

W gwR W weATR g IR
daw W g WX 2 (waw -
aeft wgvew A AW A qwOw AT @
21 (ergur) ag iz & -
Q & v F4d g, W gF G F
WG FL | Y K AT I qaET
A ¥ (RFAET) IEW T AIA-
T & 0 (s7amTa)

gl wlr  awdm e
& w3 (myaW)
W z¥r wT wgww ARy

AT, 1Y WS F A Y ArAAT GOy
Fgr A Iw ARy qwr far §
fFarsafar g ANTYF A
aX § 1 WA g X 9% ¥ wT @I
¥t oy frar § Br g ¥ asw wee
¥ wrAasr gl § ) AR g AE X
o Y 1 X7 wEA W a4 oF
afufe gark oy, *v wy faeaw &
wrx H | (R

garcfrwiiew @ waan
¥ dfewe wr q § 1 weelts weE
o agyx faface &0 warw § wR
& (sgwarer)
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%.m ?“’ (W.l sz

F&ﬁlr(ﬂ‘l‘ﬂﬂw}
wwrafy witem ;& Ay s

()

st gw wy A4f @ gw TR
T g ()

gt miaa : mad@r |
5 ¥ | W & TE A@ W FQ
R, @ g I AW wT @
(wrerar)

¥ro wxfiaTaav utogy ¢ gemafy
«@m,hmjmwman

1 e 3z@TAr fie wf s ¥ v
& wed gf 3 Al e A far
v R wer & o ag & a7
¥ wgar wigw g R owar wdew 1w
# e W ¥ g &3 A qE wffy
Tﬂﬁiﬂﬂt aa ¥ 9w arf
& X ar ag w2 ava 9, afer far
Ate ®OF 3T &1 77 TN AT A
ey wgtaq ¥ w AW AR Lacill
squer frqr § 1 (swrA)

oft Tmrarare wrelt svrafa e,
ot & wodmw dvw ¥ W &t
wﬁaamag&a wrg fax foamw
% wk g 1 (swm)

i:vmz:y 'gn! s

: w‘ﬁarm e
5wt + (wEeA )
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st g&q wr wgAR . H W
¥wc g ()

SHRI S. M. BANERIEE (Kanpur):
Sir, my submission is only'this. Diring
the previous discussion also, a list was
provided by Shri B, K. Pafida, a Member
from ‘my group and snotker list was pro-
vided by Shri Jyotimoy Bosu. We gave
a certain list which was published in the
New Age that there have been  certaie
deaths. The Minister said that desths
might have taken place the State Gev-
ernment had said that it was due to mal-
nutrition or gastro-enteritic, something of
that sort. They never denied about the
deaths. But this time, when people have
died in Bilar and in other places—the
people have mugrated to other places....
(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr, Kachwai has
said it; you are repeatng the same thing.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: When there
is a dispute, when the Minister disputes
the whole thing, I would request you or
thi Speaker of the Lok Sabha t¢ appoint a
Committee. There are Members who are
prepared to resign on this issue Tet us
appomnt a Committee of this House to find
out whether the people have died sr not.

MR CHAIRMAN: There is no point
of order. What appeared in the New Age
or any other paper is no point of order.
(Interruptions).

The hon. Minister.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE: 1
appeal to the good sense of the hon.

Member. ... 4
SHRI P, M. MEHTA (BHAV-
NAGAR): On a poiat of crder, Sir, The

Minister challenges the statement made by
the hon. Member of this House. ... (Inter-
ruptons), 'This # a vVery serious
matter. . . . (Interruptions)

SHRI €. M. STEPHEN (MAYATTU-
PUBHA): We will sot yield to' this. T am
asking: Is this with your p ?
Cimernupionsy '
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MR. CHATRMAN: No, please; I am
ot affowing him. Mr. Mehta, why are
you agitated? Pleags, sit down. There
are so many things that appear in the
papers Theie 18 no point of order. Some
points have been raised and the Minister
is replying to them,

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE' I
appeal to the good sense of the hon
Member. If hon members have allega-
tions, we are prepared to go mto them:
serious enquiries will be made into them
Therefore, the hon members need not
have any fear that atything will be sup-
pressed.  (Interruption)

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I have a sub-
mission to make. It is a serious matter.

wanfe g W 9w
A §5 SIWC | WA WT SAFOH
a% wrw § 5 fafree ¥ A aea-

% weey . fafrer 7 dww
femrfeiaudadramd....

wefer wilew oo @ e
oy § | ag ¥E awe wfr £
e wrg Jpi & fafaser &1 9w
Mgudk W s e K
{99 ®Y eI HT M |
SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRE: Is it
that the Minister is respomsible and we
are not responsible? We are also respon-
sible. (Interruption)

warafly wgmm 'wm wwi A7
St waTw gey § 99 W1 T g ¥
fegdreh s E1..... . . (cawaw)
.,,.,....mmwrma
st oee @ o § oUW A P oaw
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& w3 w3, o sl oy
W oaw? Rmgwg e
o ¥ A oy § @Y Qur sy fw
o waw gw difeg 1w gmd
Wt g A & fam o @l g
fr fafrex & fag e (fem &
s efhee @ fafeg. .. .
(maqry), w1 QF  AvE wERE
R § TN € 9T 3qh aww fre
T wW g gArd ama ¥ &
o g Ag O 4., (saqw=)
39 #r i § 1 3@ MEa F
waifaw s wfie wgw A faw awy
g

SHRI P M MEHTA: He has not mis-

guded the House; he hag challenged the
House and the members.

awrafe wiftwr  wrT a A7 AR
¢ g ifsm

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: He challenged
the members.

MR. CHAIRMAN' You also challenged
the Government that the Government has
to give a reply. You have challenged that
50 many deaths have taken place and
Government is concealing the facts. You
have also challenged the Government. So,
he is replying to you.

Now the hon. Minister. (Interruption)

and the country is anxious to know what
the Govnrnment has to say on this matter.



Poad Situation
(Motn.)

to him to mske a complets statement
before this House. {Interruption)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you interested
in this debate or not? (Interruption)

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Let the
Minister not give unmixed uantruth here.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please.

ot g g g WA Ry
Boge & o A A 1 9 A aned-
aady ¥ i wraedt A

SHRI D. K. PANDA: To enable the
hon. Minister to give an answer ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: There was s0 much
discussion. You bave also spokem, yet,
you want to speak. You were all along
outsitde. Now you come and want to say
something.

The hon, Minister.

SHRI D. K. PANDA: Whether the
Praja Tantra has come out that ten . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: No please. I am
not allowing it.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Some hon. Members have said that every-
thing is wrong with regard to the agricul.
tural situation in the country and the food
policy of the Government. I think it
would not be desirable and in the interests
of the country for this impression to go
outside, ‘Therefore, 1 would appeal to the
good sense of the hon. Members to at
least listen to my argument. You may not
accept all I say, but be kind enough . . .
(Interruptions). As far as the word ‘chal-
lenge’ is concerned, T withdraw that word
‘challenge’, but T have a right to say that
as far ag the starvation deaths are concern-

“ed, as also the Government's view point
is concerned, as I said carlier, if any name
is given to us, we will inquire into
it and we will also refer it to the State
Governments. But, to my knowledge, no
stayvation deaths have taken place in this
country , . . (Interruptions)

AGRAHAYANA 8, 1894 (SAKA)
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SHRI D. K. PANDA: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am not allowing
the question It is nmot gomng on record.
Please hear the Minister.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Shri
Fatesmghrao Gaekwad said that the Gov-
ernment has not managed the food econo-
my of this country well. Now, I would
just humbly submit for his consideration
one thing In this country there was a
drought in the year 1966.67. Now, we
have also a similar drought situation m
the country in 1972. What is the position?
When we compare the facts of the case,
you yourself will be convinced that there
has been a comsiderable progress, You
may not be satisfied with that. That is a
different matter. You can have your sug-
gestions as to what improvements can be
made in the present situation, But, I
would just submit for the information of
the hon. Members some statistics. For
instance, in 1966-67, when a drought was
on, the price increase that took place is:
the price index for rice in 1965 was 129
and in 1967 the price ndex has gone wp
to 197 and wheat index was 115 in 1965
and it went up to 204. The total food-
graing price index has gone up from 152
to 225. Now, despite this, we imported
8.5 million tonnes in one year and 10.5
million tonnes in another year. Now,
when we compare this price rise, when we
compare the imports and when we com-
pare the present situation, you yourself
will be convinced that this year a word of
appreciation . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: How much more
time will the hon, Minister take?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I
will take about 15—20 minutes more,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, whatever you
have to say, you place it in the form of
a statement on the Table of the House.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I
have not prepared.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You prepare om.
snd place it

*Not recorded.
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18 hrs,

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:

We would hke to hear the Minister. This
i not Yair. Let him continue tomorrow

SHRI ANNASAHIB P. SHINDEf 1

would like to speak tomorrow if you
permit me.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Al right That will

be decided by the Mimister of Parliamen.
tary Affairs.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN. Why, Sir?
The House is mipreme. The entire House
wantg’a reply. Why should it be decided
by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs?

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN- The whole
purpose of the  discussion is to clicit a
reply from the Government. We want to
koow what the Government has to iay m
the matten

MR. CHAIRMAN:- How can 1 say
whether there will be time for discussion
tomorrow or day- ftertomorrow? We
bave to sec what are the subjeots which
have to come Bp before the House to-
morrow for discussiom, the papers are
printed,

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE.
Papers are printed in the night We know
overything.

GMGIPOD —L—2653 L8~ 20-1~73—1010
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SHRI ANNASHIB P, SHINDE: I would
appidk it yoh. ‘Wi & steliin importait
subject that' I fesd that e Governrhent
shoukd be allpwed to submit its say and
reply 'to the poifrts raised’ By hon. Meém-
bers, .

MR. CHAIRMAN: ] want to know
whether the House wants the statement
by the Mimster tomorrow of!day after?

SOME HON MEMBERS" Tomorrow.

MR CHAIRMAN- All right, this is
the wish of the Mimister and also of the
House So, I bow before the decision of
the House

SHRI G VISWANATHAN: You are
a good democrat, Sir

MR. CHAIRMAN-* The House now
wtands adjoutned to mieet tomorrow at
11 AM,

1801  haw,

The Lok Sabha then adjourned ull
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, Nov-
émber 1972/Agrahayana 9, 1894 (Saka).



