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MR CHAIRMAN Please resume your 

seat

SHRI BIRfcNDER SINGH RAO &r. 
most of my tune was taken up by others 
I want some more tame

MR CHAIRMAN Please continue to  
morrow

MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION 
14 59 hrs

MR C HAIRMAN We are now taking 
up the motion by Shn Fatehiinghrao 
Gaekwad and Dr Kami Singh, namely,—

1  hat this House do considet the 
food situation m the country*'

SHRI Faehsinghrao Gaekwad

SHRI 1ATLH SINGHRAO GAEKWAD 
(Baioda) Mr Chairman ! beg to move

That this House do consider the 
food situation m the country”

This Government has indeed earned 
the gratitude of the entire nation for the 
most efficient manner in which it has 
gloriously bungled on the food front 
Roughly about this time last year its 
spokesmen were thumping their backs 
proudly announcing to the world that the 
country had at last reached self-sufficiency 
and there would be no need to further 
rely on food imports

We were farther told that the green 
revolution was a success and that a buffer 
stock of 9  tnWkm tonnes bad been creat-
ed These pronouncements were received 
with grait joy.
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SHRI JY0J1RM 0Y BOSU (Diamond 
Haibour): On a point of order. The mino-
rities business is a very important matter. 
I  he Prime Minister is not here; Mr. 
Mohstn is the Deputy Minister and he 
has beeu deputed Now we are taking
up the food situation which is gelling
ser oas and grave; we do not see the hood 
Minister; his ladki ka shadhi i> not taking 
place; we see only Mr Shinde What is 
happening? We can adjourn the House.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi- 
wash); He should write to the Chair if 
he wants to be absent.

MR. CHAIR M \N  That is true What 
Mr Vajpayee and Mr. Jyolirmoy Bosu
had said has gone on lecord. But this
has been the convention th.it in the 
absence of a Minister the Minister of 
State or the Deputy Minister represents 
him h e re .. . .  (Interruptions) There may 
be some reason, we do not know He 
may not be keeping good health.

SHRI FATESINGHRAO GAEKWAD; 
I was saying that Government pronounce-
ments were rccciwd with great joy by 
the people but little did they know that 
in less than a year later they would be 
shedding tears, not of joy but of woe.

Prices have rocketed skyhigh and are 
still rising. Despite securing a massive 
mandate in the last two elections, this 
Government now seems to be almost 
groping in the dark and in the process 
has created a total muddle of the food 
situation. The well-known cabinet policy 
is <Hill being followed. On November 
f4ttt, the Minister o f  Agriculture informs

Ft**! Situation £60
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Parliament “Th* overall position is better 
than anticipated”. Amtthrir spokesman of 
the Government conld have let M r  days 
pass, but no, a few hours later no lest 
a person than thfe hon. Finance Minister 
gives the country a dismal picture o f the 
food situation aod forecasts a gloomy pic-
ture, warning the Nation that "We are 
facing a much deeper crisis’*. 13 days 
later, the Minister for Agriculture cate-
gorically denies any intention on the part 
of Government to import rice and dec-
lares that the situation is “satisfactory” 
forgetting that only a day or two before, 
he himself had informed this august House 
that “we are likely to make some maigi- 
nal imports from abroad, but this will be 
purely on a commercial basis”.

What is the definition of marginal? All 
this I think proves that this is the most 
confused confusion ever created by this 
Government. The days of attempting to 
fool all people for all tune have pone.

It is high time that the Nation be 
taken into complete confidence and a 
crystal clear picture of the food situation 
be presented to the country. Let the 
practicc of taking hasty policy decisions 
a n d  making grandiose pronouncements 
thereon be curtailed.

We are tired of hearing excuses and
reasons for failure After four good 
monsoons wc should have known that a 
bad one was due I think we also know 
that despite widespread rains wc had two 
days ago, the rabi crop is going to fall 
short of expectations We do not want to 
hear the excuse that we helped Bangla-
desh in their food problem. The country 
knows about it. In short, therefore, there 
is no excuse for this utter failure and 
magnificent muddle that this Government 
has got into on the food front

The good monsoons in the preceding 
years followed by jubilant but premature 
statements have already resulted in creat-
ing a sense of complacency. The failure 
Of the rrtonsoon this year, I  think, should 
not be looked upon as a  calamity, for it 
a  proper lesson is to be learned, it could
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turn out to be a  blessing in disguise A 
fact which we must never lo«ft sight of 
is that our economy is still greatly depen-
dent on the monsoon and until and unless 
this dependence' is at least partly re-
moved* the situation that we are facing 
today may have to be faced by us periodi-
cally and may be for many years or cen-
turies to come. What need to be done 
therefore is to immediately undertake some 
flood control measures in some parts of 
the country and to increase the land 
under irrigation. The fourth plan envisag-
ed an increase of 4.77 million hectares m 
irrigation potential and 3.89 hectares in 
utilisation, raising the total to 23.3 hec- 
tanes and 20.7 hectares respectively.
This achievement, I am afraid, is likely 
to fall short of the target. I have always 
voiced my concern against the policy of 
importing foodgrains, definitely never with 
strings attached and never even without 
strings. This has been the prime refcson 
for the complacency prevailing in the 
country. A shortfall in food production 
has never been taken seriously either
by the government or the people, for we 
always knew that the shortfall would be 
met by imports.

The import figures and the prices paid 
for them since 1950 make both interest-
ing and heart-breaking reading. The
average annual figure for food import dur-
ing the First Plan amounted to Rs. 120 
crores and during the Second Plan the 
figure rose to Rs. 160 crores. The Third 
Plan average was Rs. 216 crores In the
first 15 years of the Plan the total would
be of the order of Rs. 2,450 crorcs. In 
1966-67 the value of foodgrains impoited 
amounted to Rs. 377 crores, which in-
creased to Rs. 518 crores in 1967-68, 
perhaps the highest import since 1950. 
The quantum of food imports in the 
First Plan was 3.1 million tonnes of 
cereals. The figure for the Second Plan 
moved to 3.4 million tonnes. During 
the Third Plan the average annual food-
grains import showed a further increase 
to 5.12 million tonnes. In  1966-67 the 
total quantum of foodgrains imports 
stood at the record figure of 10.4 million 
tonnes.

As earlier stated, lofty pnwwunoeoienta 
were made last year to the effect that 
we had now achieved Self-sufficiency and 
that, therefore, henceforth there would 
now seems certain that at least some 
wheat will have to be imported. But 
where is it going to come from? 
The Russians have bought American 
wheat and we reliably learn that they 
have booked orders for the next two 
years. So far as China is concerned, it 
has bought from Australia and other 
countries. So, it seems that if have to buy 
what the Minister says as marginal quan-
tities of wheat, we will have probably to 
turn to Canada, and that too only if a 
quick decision is taken. We know how 
red-tapism is working in the country. 1 
would, thciefore. say that if they want to 
import this so-called marginal quantity 
of wheat, they have to take a quick de-
cision, Perhaps, a decision taken even 
now may be too late, even though stocks 
of wheat may be available in Canada, 
bccause the prices for us will be much 
too steep. But if we wfcnt to have wheat, 
we have to pay that price. Taking all 
factors into account, it must be accepted 
that the situation is indeed alarming.

1 will now turn to the sharp rise in* 
prices of essential commodities. Upto 
1962 61 the rise in wholesale prices was 
minor but then it rose sharply during the 
subsequent years. The consumer price in-
dex, which was accepted as 100 in 1949, 
advanced to 124 in 1960-61, to 169 in 
1965-66. to 213 in 1967-68 and in July of 
this year it stood at 244. This menace of 
inflationary spiral has caused widespread 
frustration and resentment among the 
common people. While it is admitted 
that there is no escape from inflationary 
trends to some extent in a developing 
economy, I  must say that this Govern-
ment has failed to hold the price line 
of essential commodities.

Groundnut oil which was available 
around Rs. 5.30 per Kg. has risen to Rs. 7 
per Kg. within the last fortnight. The 
price of sugar has risen to Rs. 4 per Kg. 
an increase of about 100 per cent in the 
Cast six months. The same is -the case 
with prices of rice, bafra, etc. etc.
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I would now like to turn to the State 
of Gujarat which I represent in this august 
House, as I can then speak on an autho-
ritative basis and where the situation is 
particularly grim. The total reported 
area of Gujarat for land utilisation pur- 
poses is 185.53 lakh hectares of which 
less than 97.46 lakh hectares is cultivated 
The cultivable area measure* 121 78 lakh 
htctarei, i.e., about two-thirds of the 
reported area; of this, at present, only 
about 18.70 lakh hectares of land has 
irrigation facilities, that is, only 11.43 
per cent of the cultivable land is pro 
vided with dependable irrigation facilities.

Gujarat, as you know, is one of the 
most heavily deficit States with an annual 
deficit of about 1.64 million tonnes valu-
ed at Rs. 100 crores. Agriculture is the 
back-bone of Gujarat’s economy, as 
nearly 70 per cent of its population de-
pends on agriculture, which in turn has, 
under the circumstanccs, to depend on 
monsoon. This forces me to make a point-
ed reference to the Narmada Project. It 
is a matter of deep regret that this prob-
lem has yfet to be solved. The precious 
wateis of this national river have for 
decades been flowing into the Arabian 
Sea while the poor farmer has been left 
with no alternative but to say his an-
nual prayer to the Rain Gods. This is, 
indeed, a tragedy too deep for words. We 
gather that the hon. Prime Minister is 
at test likely to give her award before 
the end of the year. I hope, this is tiue.

Finally, betore I end, I would very 
humbly demand categorical answers from 
the Minister concerned to the following 
specific questions.

1 . Has Government once and for all 
taken a policy decision never to import 
foodgraiits under the PL 480 concessional 
programme or any like arrangements?

2. What is the total shortage in food-
grains that the Nation is facing today? 
And where does the bufferstock stand 
today?

3. Is Government committed to imple-
ment the AICC resolution iiassed at 
Gandhinagar for taking over the whole-

sale trade in wheat and rice/ and, if so, 
by what time? What are the difficulties 
standing in the way of Government for 
giving this immediate effect?

Is it a  fact that the Food Secretary, as 
reported in the papers, was in the United 
States, in fact, in Washington, last week? 
What was he doing there? Was the trip 
official or private? If it was official, one 
can understand what he was doing, and 
at least we should be told about it. But 
if the visit was private, what was he 
doing there when the nation is facing this 
calamity?

I am sorry if I hfcve given an impres-
sion of being a bit harsh on Government 
But my sole objective in tabling this 
motion was to draw Governments atten-
tion to the grim situation prevailing in 
the country and to request Government 
to be frank and forthright with Patlia- 
ment and with the people.
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The President of Bangladesh is com 
mg to the Central Hall So, the House 
has to be adjurned just at 600 P M  
The Minster will take at least half an 
hour The Mover will also have to reply 
So if the hon members keep themselves 
to the time allotted to then respective 
paitics then something can be done There 
are many name"* in these lists, given b> 
the Opposition as well as by the Conn 
ress If I do not call the Minister ai 
5 IS p m ,  then it v j1I not be possible to 
get the reply from the Government If 
you think that without getting any 
reply the debate should feo on I have 
no objection but the purpose of the 
Mover will not be served Fhat is the 
pro! lem before us

AN HON MLMBER Minister can 
rtpl> tomorrow

MR CHAIRMAN I cannot commit 
myself for this It is not the convention 
that he should be asked to give the 
reply tomorrow That will not be done

Motion moved*

“That this House do consider the
food situation m the country”

Before I  call the next hon Member to 
speak, I would like to mention that 
there is a substitute Motion m the name 
of two members, D r Laxmmarain P&n- 
deya and Shn R V Bade

Is D r IJuctn&ainun Fandeya moving 
•his Sabtftrtute Motion?

DR. LAXMINARAIN PANDEYA 
(Mandsatir) Yes, Sir.

I beg to move

That for t ie  original motion, the 
following fra substituted, namely;—

“This House, Jtftvwg considered the 
food sxtution in the country, notes 
with regret that the prices of food-
stuffs have soaiod sky-high and the 
purchasing power of the people has 
been constantly declining and the Gov-
ernment have utterly failed to check this 
tendency” (1)

DR KARNI SINGH (Btkincr) j ose

MR CHAIRMAN I hive to call a 
m einbvi from  this side and then  I  will 
call you

Mr P Vcnl atasubb uah

SHRI P V f NK AT ASL BBAI AH
(Nmdval) Mi Chairman Sir the hon 
Member while moving his Motion on 
tlit food situation tried to create an 
imprc»sion in this House that the food 
situation Wxu> di'-m tl m the country, he 
pointed a dismal picture In that he has 
labourtd h ird  to appor{4on the blame to 
the Government for all the things that 
ha\e happened m this country Having 
an objective and dispassionate view we 
hive to see whether the present situation, 
the situation as it obtains today, is due 
to the faulty policies pursued by the 
Government or whether it is due to ccr 
tain unforeseen circumstances on which 
Government or anyody have no control

^hri Fatesmghi to Gaekwad has given 
figures to show that year after year, our 
import hill ha& been rising But he dud 
not care to mention the increase m  popu-
lation in this country and also the cycle 
that we have been experiencing once 
m three yearn, drought, floods and all 
these factors, he did not care to mention 
all these facts. Fortunately for this 
country except for this year, for the Wat 
three to four years we had good" moo* 
sooqs as w«U a* progress m «ur develop-
mental aetivftie* particularly, with regard
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to minor irrigation and also m regard to 
some ot our electricity projects that 
have done very much for the increase ui 
food production

Another important factor about the 
green revolution My friends, make a fun 
of it, but, perhaps they do not have the 
field experience or the experience that 
is obtaining in the rural areas With each 
year new strains have been introduced 
They have been taken up very enthusi 
astically by our farmers and the increase 
m the production of paddy as well as 
wheat h&s been phenomenal in this 
country The preen revolut'on, of course 
we may say, has benefited only a parti 
cular section of the agriculturists, espc 
cially, the people who had the benefit of 
nrigaiion They might have benefited 1 
agree that here is some force in this 
argument But that does not mean that 
the production has not gone up m this 
country. In the mattei of food produc 
•ion Punjab Haryana and some of the 
States have witnessed a phenomenal in-
crease But, to offset this food produc 
tion, we had certain calamities For m»- 
lance, this year, the entire Andhra Pra 
dcsh and the neaghbourng States of Maha 
rasblra and Mysore have been expeienc- 
ing an unprecedented drought unheard of 
in the annals of history Only a century 
back we had such a terrible calamity in 
those parts and after that no such cala 
mity took place m these three or four 
States.

These States especially, Andhra Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, and Mysore have 
been pioneers m food production, cspc 
cially m  paddy and also in the coarse 
grains like Jowar For instance, Maha 
rashtra and the dry Districts of Rayala- 
seema. and Mysore have been producing 
ooaree grams in large quantities That 
is. adversely affected. When the produc-
tion of the course grains which is the 
staple diet of the people is affected, 
naturally, the offtake of nee has increas-
ed. That has oreated a problem also 
With tfee farttwe of monsoon, our pro- 
4*ctio® ha* #aoe dawn because m  could 
W* jKofece a* mooli of electricity as 

H m  bwaf GoffgraiMnt* were

compelled to out do*n eJfrtneity which 
has adversely affected the food produc-
tion programme aa well as the industrial 
growth in this country.

But, one thing X will accept with re-
gard to the lop-sided development of the 
areas For instance, the green revolution 
has helped the areas that have been 
benefited by irrigation but, little has 
been done so far about areas that are 
subjected to adverse seawmal cond.tions 
So a pro0iammc has bein up^i us y 
taken up with regard to dry-fanning 
areas in this country But even these 
dry farming programmes have to be tak 
en up m a verv systematic manner Un-
less that is done, our food production 
progiammes so fat as coarse "m m  are 
concerned and also commercial cipps 
such js  groundnut and oil seeds will be 
affected This also has to be bornt in 
mind and moie cmphas > has to be given 
cspecidly to the minor irrigation pro 
grammes Uniortunately, all these years, 
m these three or four Plans, we have 
been laying more emphasis on bi ger 
irrigation projects which have got a long 
gestat.on period as a result of which it 
will not be possible to get the lesults 
immediately whereas there are a large 
number of tanks which have been k?pt 
out of use and which are not in opera-
tion I hey have to be repaired and put 
into action These programmes aie ulso 
labour oriented Many people get tn^a*; 
ed in these wotks So, these minor irriga-
tion programmes must be tal.cn up \ery 
systematically With regard to projects 
which are now in the droughtaffected 
arcat>, the Manning Commission, T am 
lold, has taken a decision that such of 
those irrigation programmes that are in 
the drought-affected areas, must be giv-
en priority and they must be competed 
soon If that is pursued vigorously we 
will be able to get over some of these 
difficulties

Sir, with regard to  the Hydro-electric 
programmes, the sane  emphasis should 
be laad about implementation of all these 
programmes in  the fltdughfr^ffected areas, 
l a  my constkueney, ia  Rayaiaseetaa the
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Srisallam Hydro-Electric Project ha? been 
started some ‘years back for execution 
but it is lagging behind and the estimates 
are going higher and higher day by day. 
From Rs. 35 crores, this has gone up to 
Rs. 75 crores. Before it is completed,
X do not know how much it will come 
to and what additional amounts would be 
required So, attempts should be made 
to complete this project in right earnest. 
This is my submission

Then, Sir, I wish to point out that 
we have to make a ladical change in 
our distribution system. Theite is an 
anomaly in the situation; we cannot get 
sugar in the fair price shop or at the 
retail or ration shops. But it is avail-
able m plenty in the black-market. 
This shows that there is something ladi- 
cally wrong in our distribution system.

I wish to submit that the wholesale 
trade in food-grains should be taken over 
by the Government as soon as possible.

Sir,> unless this is done, the anti-social 
element* will take advantage The black- 
marketeers and others will take advan-
tage of the present situation in the coun-
try. So, this aspect of the problem 
should be kept in mind.

The distribution system in the States 
is not properly done. I want Mr. Shinde 
to use his good offices with the State 
Governments in order to sec that the dis-
tribution system is put on a proper foot-
ing. This is very necessary Ev?ry day 
we hear about the increase of the fair- 
price shops. But still the foodgrains do 
not reach the consumers. The dealers 
do not take them to the villages but they 
dispose them of in blackmarket and so 
an artificial scarcity is created. There-
fore, this factor must be kept in mind. 
There is no point in quoting statistics 
saying that so many fair price shops have 
been opened. That will not satisfy the 
people. That will only go to satisfy the 
vested interests. Those who get the 
dealers' licence Exploit the situation. This

should not happen. We must take pro-
per steps in this regard.

About importing foodgrains we should 
not be hesitant for apologetic. Even ad-
vanced and progressive countries like 
Russia and China are going and buying 
foodgrains on a large scale from other 
countries. So, why should we be chary 
about that? The Minister has rightly 
said that we will purchase foodgrains at 
commercial rate. He said, we are not 
going with a bagging bowl; we have got 
to be very rational in our approach. I 
am glad the hon. Minister has made a 
statement that if necessary we will cer-
tainly go in for importing foodgrains. 
That has given a lot of confidence among 
our people.

Lastly, 1 would like to say that our far-
mers have taken up the agricultural pro-
grammes with all seriousness. They must 
not be disappointed. They should not 
get frustrated on account of lack of sup-
ply of fertiliser* and other agricultural 
inputs. The position regarding supply 
of fertilisers is very deplorable Prices 
are exorbitant in the black-market. Even 
urea or sulphate are not available 
They are not able to get them at fair 
prices. Government are not able to sup-
ply them in time. The farmers have to 
remain at the mercy of unscrupulous 
dealers. I would like to know as to 
what concrete steps have been taken to 
cieate a proper infra-structure to help 
the farmer to produce more foodgrains.

I am not one who would say that 
there is terrible shortage of foodgrains 
m the country. Our farmers are able to 
produce more. The attitude of our far-
mers has changed radically nowadays. He 
is prepared to take up any new strain 
that comes in the market. He is taking 
up new varieties of I.R. 1990. By that 
he is able to produce 60 bags per acre. 
He is prepared to go m for new varieties 
and produce more food for the country. 
Supply of fertilisers, supply of Insectici-
des, supply of water,—these fere the 
three important things which an  needed 
by the farmers. What happens is that
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the farmers in the rural areas, even if 
thejr produce more, are not able to mar- 
kot their products, are not able to sell 
ttaehr products, in time; they are at a dis-
advantage compared to the farmers who 
are roundabout the cities. This is the 
present position. I would beg to submit 
that these imbalances should be correct-
ed. Remedial measures should be taken 
If all these measures are taken f am sure 
we will soon achieve self-reliance in 
foodgrains. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri B V. Naik
has written to me about his substitute 
motion There are three ground? on 
which that has not been allowed. Firstly, 
the motion has not been given in time .

SHRI B V NAIK (Kanara)* I gave 
it before time, I gave it before 10.30 
a.m.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secondly, it is not 
in proper form. Thirdly, it has not 
been on the form on which it should 
have been given So, I do not allow this.

SHRI B. V. NAIK* As regards the 
first point, 1 would like to submit that 
it was given before 10.30 hours, and I 
think that it was in time

MR. CHAIRMAN- Without going 
into any further discussion, may I read 
out to him rule 345 whtch reads thus:

“Notice of an amendment to a mo-
tion shall be given one day be-
fore the day on which the mo-
tion is lo be considered, unles« 
the Speaker allows the amend-
ment to be moved without such 
notice.”?

AN HON. MEMBER: So, you may 
allow it.

MR CHAIRMAN; No, I am not
allowing it, because there are three
lacunae.

SHRI S. P. BHAITACHARYYA 
(Ulttberift): During the ton  'sefsfem. the
han. Minister Shri Atwaeaheb P. Shktde

f i

gave us the hope that there was sufficient 
food in the country and there was no 
peed to worry about tamiqa and other 
things and that sufficient food will be sent 
to the villages and there would be no 
difficulty about rice* But during this ses-
sion, Shri Yeshwantrao Cbavan has said 
that there is a calamity before us 1 
do not know who is responsible--for hav-
ing created this confusion. I think that 
it is Government which has been jespon- 
sible for this.

As the situation stands in our country 
today, the consumer has to pay 13 per 
cent more now for cereals, 60 per ccnt 
more for pulses, and 40 per cent more 
for eggs and hundred per cent more for 
sugar, and this is over and above the 
8 per cent price rise as compaicd with 
the last official figure. In Tripura, the 
price of rice vanes from Rs 2.S0 to Rs 
3 per K.g. Due to drought, theic has 
been no ramthere. ..

MR CHAIRMAN: We had discussed
all these facts when we were discussing 
the price, situation, and, therefore, there 
is no need to repeat it. The hon Mem-
ber may make new points now.

SHRI S P. BHATTACHARYYA le t  
me come to the point now. 80 per ccnt 
of the crop has failed and there arc 110 
piop^r '|foodg|r ain supply arrangements
1,25.000 fair price shops are there, but 
these are mostly in the urban and sub-
urban areas. As regards villains only 
one out of 10 villages has got a fair price 
shop, and the other 9 vilages have no 
fair price shops. You can understand, 
therefore, that the villagers have to de-
pend on blackmarket prices. Our Gov-
ernment have been so very generous that 
while giving increase of wages on account 
of increase in index of prices, they do 
not take into account the outside prices 
but only the prices in the fair price 
shops The result is that the workws 
and the villagers are compelled to pay 
high prices. That does mot come within 
the purview of the index: calculations
These people are kept totally in the dark 
and in dfflculty. ' ■
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[Shri & ¥. Bbattaofearyya]
Shri Aodwahed W M e  ltad told us 

during the krn  «M*fo& that arraftgMttents 
would be ntede *6 increase tbc kharif pro-
duction as tiMch as possible. But I come 
from W M  Bengal, te d  I went to Midna- 
pur, and I fottsd that there was no 
arrangement to t* serve the fiver water 
for predating more of the IR-8 crap 
No amenities have been given The peas-
ants are eager to produce more, but if 
you go and ask them you will find that 
nothing has been done tn Ibis regard, 
and the lands are remaining dry, and even 
the sweet watei from the uvers, which 
could be reserved so that more produc 
tion tan be had, is not being reserved

I ask you to tike this matter senouvly 
You are tn a responsible position You 
are in a position to do something to 
solve the problem and save the situation 
I went to Midnapui in Khajuria thana 
The big landlords are cutting half ripe 
paddy grams simply to chastise the til 
lers and bring them under their control 
The police are helping those hi« land 
owners Thts is not the situation m one 
distnct only m most districts, this is 
the situation

Then you roust stop all evictions of 
tillers from the soil immediately Ins-
tructions should be given to all State Gov 
ernments m this regard

Then lrngation facilities should be 
increased There should be reseive watci 
canals for the next season and for the 
present season also Arrangements should 
be made to increase the c t o p  to the maxi 
mum extent

Then radical land reforms should be 
effected You have already rejected it 
But without that, the problem cannot be 
solved Because of these and other things, 
you liave not Men able to increase pro-
duction and you have to te g  before other 
countries for fbodgrains.

Then wholesale trade should be taken 
over by Government. You should buy 
dfretetljr from tftt producers, not fb*w £i 
intermediaries Now you a i t  helping the 
profiteers in the name of State trading

This should stop immediately Taka the 
full responsibility of buying frown (he 
producers and then distributing it to the 
people.

Then as regards ration and lair price 
shops in the villages, you must know that 
the people have no buying capacity 
There should be irrigation arraagements, 
canal cutting arrangements, embankments 
arrangements for more production Thus 
there will be work for the rural poor 
and with the wages thus got they could 
buy foodgrains Otherwise, there will 
be staivation \o u  have gagged the 
press It will not report any news about 
starvation 1 et the people die of starva 
tton .nothing will be said about it in the 
papers Please do not rest satisfied tht I 
with th it things art all right The Mtua 
tion is getting very serious 1 ask you 
to take it very seriously What is ic 
quircd at tht present time is m iximum 
production and maximum procurement 
Then if it is still required, you can bu> 
from other countries But do not plate 
much reliance on ft I r j  to produce as 
much as possible within the country 
Then the problem can be partly solved, 
if you arc really serious and sincere ab 
out it

SHRI P R SHENOY (UdtptV There 
is no doubt that (he food situation tn 
the country is very bad due to failure o f  
monsoon But it is very heartening to 
know that Government are taking steps 
to meet it A crash proeramme has been 
undertaken to raise 14 million tonnes of 
foodgrains during the rabi season The 
Government has also proposed to m 
crease the number of fair pnee shops 
and strengthen the public distribution 
system It has also proposed to take 
over the wholesale trade in foodgrains 
The Government has also declared that 
it will not hesitate to import foodgrata* 
if necessary

Sif, wtalft fhe <5©verntnent h  fa ting  
evtfry step b  fehprite Ilia fbod sfeoafkw, 
it h  ftntortWMfe that gome of the pafe> 
lie sector undertakings have not taken
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tbs pHrtstetoi sene*sly There irre utleg*- 
taens <tf mismanagement m the Food Cor-
poration of India, and these allegation* 
are already discussed on the floor of tit* 
House t»h© Rertibsor Corporation of 
India is also not very serious m solving 
this food crisis It is not tatting interest 
in moving the fertilisers from the facto-
ries m the north to the farms in the 
south The price of fertilisers is also not 
uniform at the farm level It is uniform 
only at the factory level The F-crtih 
ser corporation of India is also collect 
mg illegally a premium of Rs 200 pci 
tonne and over and above the control 
price for tlu s tie o f  ammonium sul 
phate I request the hon Mjnis»tei to 
takq note of this and set thnm  r<cht in 
the Pertihsei Corporation of India

rht existing, tair pries, shops form 
mostly a part oi the open market shops 
Fhc fan price shops at the co opeiativc 
level also art not working well Ihe fair 
price shops should he entrusted to cnthu 
siastit and enterprising \oun^ rnui who 
are now uncmploved or under employed

Thetc is powtr crisis m this country 
and this* powci crisis is s< ut ht to b 
solved always by sinctioning therm il 
projects which of eoutsi. can l e tomplc 
ted m a  short period but thtsc »rc Mnc 
tioned m picfertnce to h y d  1 piojccts 
The hydel projects are compaiativd) 'vtrv 
cheap whethci they arc com,?ircd to 
thermal projects or to nuclear projects 
They arc always cheap ond ire always 
connected with irrigation projects I 
therefore request the Government to pive 
preference to hydel projects Thouah the 
gestation period of hydel protects is long, 
their utility is» much, and therefore, prio-
rity should be given to hydel projects so 
that if some hydel projects a rt wider 
taken jo the fifth Plan, they stay be 
comj>teted during the sixth Plan and may 
be useful both to  tbe industrialists and 
the farmer*

m ,  I  conclude 

' • 0 MB H W  ftH M B fcfi

MR CHAIRMAN: V not mind
I Will g«rc a dhaftce to Dr K*Hii Singh, 
only five to seven rtuntto* Dr Kami 
Singh

DR KARNJ SINGH (Bikaner) Sn, 
I most get at least 10 minutes as a co- 
mover of the motion Othewise I will 
not be able to develop my theme

Th* rising prices and food shortages 
create a very dangerous combination ^nd 
they can create a very explosive situat on 
it would be the simplest thing for nu 
to start hurling abuses at the hood M in is  

ter, but I do feel that the question c f 
food shortages m the coontiy cannot be 
looked at m isolation purely in re la tion  
to th  bungling of the Government I ut 
must ilso be taken into account with rl 
increase in population rhat is one of 
the major contributing factors to the 
food shortage m the country

Sn about 15 years ago wh n Mi 
Nthru was Prime Minister he hid imJc 
a statement m this House to say th it 
fndi i would be sJf sufficient in food in i 
verv short while tnd th*»t tĥ sr*. Viouid 
be no need for food imports We hwe 
seen mspitc of all these asbuian^ci ^vfn 
this vear we will h.«ve to make m it pm il 

imports S t  Jcrcm> Rsisman the Fin 
inee Member of the Viceroys fcxecuti\c 
Count il had at one ftme made a profound 
observation that Indian budget vas a 
gamble in rams It seems a tragedy thit 
even m this age of science and technology 
wt have not been able to rftake a brc ik 
through in this direction Green ievo 
lution has to some extent succeedc 1 1
thtnk it has given Indian agriculture a 
shot m the arm But let us not foraet 
the fact howsoever successful the green 
revolution may be, it must one day reach 
the la*  of diminishing returns I feel 
that unless We feok at the food and the 
population fe*pfc*ion together I do 
not think that aftybo&y can get the cor-
rect picture I have been tthle to get a 
few figures Wfefeh 1 fihfcfl frtaee before 
tttf  eoH&gw* te*e today If we mrtke 
a study of the fifetfte* d f fwfratation 
council, # e  slMK m d k tm n i  why the
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(Or. K «ru»’ Singh]
Government. i? in .the predicament it is in 
today. I always blame the. Government 
because they do not have the courage 
or the guts to stand up on public plat-
forms and over and over again speak to 
the public; on the great menace to 
underdeveloped countries, namely popu-
lation explosion In 1891, Indias popu-
lation stood at 23.5 crores.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Do not give too
many figures because you have limited 
time

DR KARNI SINGH; Because I can-
not emphasise my case without them. 
For the last 15 years I have been speak-
ing on this and the Government would 
not have been in this predicament today 
had the population question been given 
the highest priority. For too many of 
us are for too sacred to speak on family 
planning because we might lose that al-
mighty vote. Because of that we are los-
ing the future of Indias prosperity In 
1891, as I said, Indias population was
23.5 crores and in 1901 it went up by 
50 lakhs. Today, in a ten-year period it 
is going up by 12-13 crores. Between 
1901 and 1911, Indias population went 
up by 1 45 crores and between 1911 and 
1921, it actually ment down m 10 years 
by about 19 lakhs because of world 
w a rl’s influence. In other words, in sixty 
years between 1891 and 1951 the popu-
lation of India went up by a bare 1141 
crores, but today in a period of just ten 
years it is going up by about 13 crores 
Unless these two Ministries, the Ministry 
c f Family Planning and the Ministry of 
Food sit down together. I do not think 
that even God can aoJve India's food 
problem

I shall make this forecast. This year 
is a bad year, Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Maharashtt* a it  facing famine; you are 
short of food and you may have to make 
marginal imports. Bui the day is not far 
oft when* $,«H!p$tAg definite is not done, 
if a breakthrough in medicine ,j* opt 
nttde to  control population explosion, 
off whwfy(imtetlitog4i$Qait0>is not do*e, 

ttig to*face t a d ;  qbortig* evei* when

have bumper crops. One need not have 
to be a  trea t wizard; it is a nutter os£ 
pure mathematics; it is 4 matter of add* 
ing up two and two. I think i t  will re-
quire a litle bit of courage from our 
politicians to be able to stand up, like 
Japan did.

Japan wa» bombed twice by atom 
bombs Yet they have today reached a 
stage when they are equal with America. 
Look at their economy and compare with 
our economy; we arc both Asian coun. 
tries What did Japan do? They put a 
population control and curbed it, result-
ing in population trailing off at ten cro-
res Today Japan’s economy is one of 
the best in the world; surely India can 
also achieve it. When we talk about mod-
ern technology and science, surely ways 
and means cfen be found of combating 
this problem. I think we have debated 
food over and over again in this House. 
The Chairman has stopped me from quo-
ting figures in detail. Statistics show that 
per capita availability of foodgrains in 
1965 was 471 gms per day and in 1970 
it was only 445 gms; it has *»one down 
It almost reminds me how India since 

N Independence has increased its expendi-
ture on education, doubled the number 
of schools and teachers, but still the lite-
racy percentage is going down because 
your base-people under 21—are increas-
ing You are facing the same problem 
on the food front

The question of uneconomic holdings 
in this country has to be examined very 
carefully 39 per cent of operational 
holdings are under one hectare each In 
one hectare you cannot have intensive 
cultivation unless you go in for collective 
farming. I do not think the India® far-
mer is ready to accept it now. The 'ques-
tion of ceilings on agricultural land 
should also be examined In relation to 
Grow More Food. 1 am not opposed to 
ceilings, but if we go purely by theory, 
we would not only be hit by thepopula- 
tion explosion but also by the fragmenta-
tion of land, which m a y w m o -  
nomie in relation to increased food pro-
duction. so, t e r i o  i t a f a n
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optimum ceilin g whereby it will be avail -
able economi-: unit and more food 1.:an 
1'~ produced ~rnd if doc' ·not r ~ach ihL· 
point l)f diminishing rcturth very soon. 

l\fodem method, of ag ricultu re whiL·h 
arc being ~ho·xn Gn tdcvision in one <)r 
t1<0 citi i: ~ ir, India tod a:-
the masses throughom 

have 1""1 ri: tH.:h 
1he couniq , 

Grn w M or.: Food i'i one of the para-
mount battles , that mankind iias to fi ght 
fo r survival. I say this today. J ·i\·c-
Y·~ar-; fro m. now .it will become far m ore 
important. '{our impnr tc <l visti ah medi a 
sh~rnld like T.V. should reach the vi ll a-
ge., , no t Dc!hi or Bo mbay ci ty alone. 

Go~ernment-owned trac t·,>rs mtht be 
bpt in pools, so that the poor people , 
the 39 per cent who have less than one 
h=ctare, can. be given fn.:e service of ti ti..: -

l»rs , That would be the biggc,;t for111 
or socialism. Large quantities o f suhi -
d.ised seeds must be made avail able. I-' rec~ 
seeds m ust be given to those '.19 per crn 1 
who hav~ !'C's 1h ;rn one' .hcc!<it\'. 

The speedy implementation (•i' irng;1-

tion pro_jects is very important . Whc11-
e\1cr there is n fan1in c we r ~u ~.: i1 i n 
this House and plead , 101· God\ s:ikL'. 
speed up your ri\·cr valky proj•xh. irri -
ga tion projects, lift channels, Ck.. bc-
cJuse the most positive defini te 1»a} ,, [ 

~\i lv ing famine conditions is throu~h irr i-
gai ion. T01.', , Rajasthan Cana l and tilL' 
lif1 channe i. Dur ing the last Lim;nc 
years 'ago, "'--c rc1iscd it here tu:d (i,wc 1·11-
mcnt assured t h tha t th is "nu!d be: ic'.i' c:J 1 
high priority. Bui !he c<11ial s are 1;oi 
r·7:idy.. The lift cha1rn ,:I is :1e ld ,1p b,·. 
cao'c some pct y conl nh·i·:;:- !~ ntH prc-
pa;·ed to fult ii hi s job. Today the (i,1, 
~rnn1cnt i:.i in a posi~io ;1 to gi\ · 1;~ th C.'\(' 

1n at.te r~~ high pr iori ty. f." iJ th_{ j.;; Ch._' l·.1:-- _il· 
necessity of the human be ings tinll un k'·' 
we grow adequ~·! t~ fo·.:-id. the crJ1in1 r\ 1.;.· 

going to fJ ce a \er~ da rk ~pcctr-:-. 

·'{ou send tca1n s tn y j_ .. ;1 va r ! ;)~ !~ p 8.!·t ;.:; 
of the country \\ here there :tre fom inc 
C'lnditions. One tca111 --;\JalchanJa lt:<1m 

2653 L.S..- 10. 

--which vis jted Rajasth ::111 has rcpiJrtc\1 
like this : 

·'The Malcha nda tea m was !·epul"!cd 
to be unhappy over the inordi -
na te de lay on lhc part of the 
State Gowrnment in submitt ing 
a final detailed report to the 
Centre on the drought condi-
t io ns in the Srnlc. According 
10 knowledge<\blc c:irclcs, the 
State Gove rnment machine ry 

was so inept anJ letharg ic that 
it could not prepare its report 
on the drought concLitions rn 
for. Perhaps onl}' two distric t 
Collectors had submitted thei r 
reports to the State Gove rn -
ment. 

This [ think is the grealc-.t bu ngl ing . 
My appea l lo the Government j , , whc n:-
ever famine conditions prevail. whether 
it is Mahara,htrn , Guj arat a nd R<ija , -
lhan. Andhra o r Bihar or any other 
St<ik , please give it the highest priorit y 
antl se·~ tha t the collectors and Chid 
1\!I ini, tcr.o; give th eir reports qu ickly rn 
th a t adequ ate aid ean be given fro m the 
Centrc quiddy. 

J{cgarding the question of di g;,r ing deep 
tu bcwcll s and c lcctrificat :on in viii.a!,~ >., 

lh-.:sc arc ma tters thai require yo ur im-
mediate a lt.cnti1.rn so th;11 in th..: fnturc 
y..:;1 rs· we will he ab le to produce more 
fo od for fndia's ever increasing miiiion s 

16. hrs. 

<t:'r ;;iv.:ir{r 'f B: n-T"lT .-;: <t:r.r ::~;-[". ~fij": ;:r 

>;fq fp:r >1;:r-rr Pr:/r ~ -::i:i •{1 ~. n- 'ifr 

,.. . -· n. ·. ::, __ -~-._ ;._·., "" r?::r. -·~.- -.--:\._- ·.:.....r r:::,"',:'r;r rt°~l°s ~-T f·~ ~-~-~-:: · ,, - _ · ..., ,.. >: l -· ., ., -, 
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[«ft n m f w ! ]  

fw * t .w iT 3 f  arw'f -rar ^
«rj w f r  *sr fNsr'»r
s?>*f 3f=r nwtt t  ^  spm wi fav 
f^*Tf ^*r ^rrf f e * r  s fm sH  sryrcr, 
<r?Tre<r fflr »rfrr *Pt ?nf- f* r  «rf?r 

rf-t; 3;#  *crc *fr srr-5 sr$f *ro?r 
vt\r ^*rr> t j  srifaqp sr?r<ir «rt *$<t 
fT^rr *r ^  * r  is r - r r  *r**ra *r$r f r  *i%<rr t 

'w w S t ^ r  tferr^r w f*r 
*rvrar t  V *  «rt t  ^crsffrr |  fa;

x^ff % rt îTT ^ ;r

^rr%ir f«e ar* «p4Y n t  f  t^tct fa% s fk  
*T$T «Pf7 vft f S  5f.^5 T f W f  f*!%,

^cr ?rw  "sr̂ r̂ T ct t » fTg*rT£

^sfk \*. *sri*r apV ^«r Hr wfim 

i

V . ^ r *  ^  *r ^ n r r fr  % -gpqnr^T *r 
M r  tsrTpPT <rtr tk sft 

f t  I ,  m  srnr sfr*, wre mi sflrc
^ p r?  #  oft tT frsm  firm , w % . % rr«r 
% fasrRT *  s f a  ^  ?r % ^ r r r o  *r, w  

*?■ fasr s^rr??r ^vvnrr,
trgt f t  fw r -S M ro f r  ? m  ^ r

107 <FT T O  fa r ?$r t

?TFT 104 SrT

■' ^ '  ''T fT  . ^  W tr $ * r srrar *ft t a r t t  '. 

:.. f i r  § r  ?ffc srt ;$ 9  ^  ■

\  fp*r i f  ■ ■
..' tw«r f , 'fT R f  WTr5B ■' ?̂ T; 'f3fT ■ ̂  ̂ 3 '

H»T % T3?;?T̂ *T VT l ;':-#; ’

sr^r ̂ - j f N r  | t  i

fJ?rr u p rre r  i w  W  W  %

*TH«frr-*w«r «ft ^fr nrr m%  v z *

|  % '<fV V* ^  3TT *Tfpr ^  ft? frtcPTf 

•3HT3R ^  T̂ t |  f , ^  % W

5ffrf wcrt ^fr I  f f̂r % fsflr ^r w|?r 

^ r ? r  F ^ r ta r  w t *r>? ftf war 

fprrcr sr̂rr ?>tt i s f  tftv  ̂ 1% f r̂; 

STT’T ?rrf^ t>;^f> ?r f^#fr srwrn: ^  

t̂nT r̂i ^r-trr -Tf^fr fw R r ^  |  

srift ^rrf^T «pt »rf t  i ..........

p r e f e r  ^  t  F-t t

jrrsr fff^rrBnr ^ f r  it w r  % ?

■«ft W  TW fcfstf: f  ~'fT it 

<TRT ^  7.WI f  I ^Tf’r % *t̂ TT% W

?r«rr5r ^  % ffr«r ^ ? r  f ?t t  |  siV: 

t(rr •^=n^r ?fr ar*r’W* '

l^ rr |  ?j t r : wnr ^frf =^tw n'^rsr * iw ?r

t  tiXMQ  W -  ‘̂ .1 ■■

t - V . '  ■ ^

■ . w  TW B t bt ? ■;

■.$ ^
■ 'l. ■■.; SB#T‘T

'. ■: ̂ r^r; ;
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t ,  %far«r iTpjr s ra re m  sr f̂r
% tfy amrerswerr |  srrftr

f%*rr?r <n*r r r  w  *r% »

*ftfarar> % fe t r iw r  ?>rr 
i firesft s o t  %  ^ rr^ r q *r jft w  

«rr, 9 f a f w  & r =rr i^ a p  <tt ?fr s r r r v  

Trft fa? ft,?TR % *rret *r <fr*ft

^T m  TW  *Hr»TT I f a r  s i r  *r 
t o t  % qtofrr 1%qT sfrr -3̂  *rr

STtffT aft *TTCr£t ^  I %fo?T ^TP> 
sfrfpftfT ^  4 te r  m  f s w r e  ?r sfm *r 

f¥ < rm  ^sr s«r r r  w n  T?<Tr 1 1

srtft ttst «p*r# ^  frcrra srrf ft—  
T r  s m  sflr fo*rret v* t s t  t  i 

f ^ S T O 1 O T  ¥ f
*T®T*ft%£S <T$% % ^T!% T̂cT
% \ v? ^rnr tm  sra faatr r̂rrr*TT srtr 

* * F * r  % *f * r  fasrr * r  
qirprr ^ r m r  f w r e  «r§rr irnw rr
^  w  I  h ?  I  3HT arg?r w

<5PCi£ ^5t ^ 1  ^

* p tfm  ^  »rf % f s r ^ r  $*n* ffo rnr 

^  *rrf*rr*fr3ft <tt m r  |  s t f r  

^  t  « r t  » r  ^sr% *rrr art 
^frffr|r w < r r s f t  w »  w r t  i

t  wrq- &  *nr<*#i fat*?? « tr^i 

■*ir?rr f  f a  m  *r§ ?r *r>*r n m  * x  <t# 

fvrfar $  v  3ft f e w  ftor % « n ^ w f t
g i* r m  wFtT9fT°T *r ^%**hw wffhr nfr 

c*rfFf t  t« t  * r t  « t  «T w ^ t
*rtf&  ^ r  *f*wferarf t  *

mctfir % surer *r ŝrrarr 
i g r ^  v r  sft f T ^  f̂ rcrr fc * f  rfte I* 

f ^ P r n -  ^  ?rar f¥*rr?r v t  urcnjr 

ff> ^ r  ? i f^<rr«r fezr«r̂ rr ?5Nr f t  r 
O Tr^’rrsfrir^ i'T ^ risrrvr^  w r r o r ^  
Tff) - 1  ^  *rrr  ^ r  ^q-r-srnr'T ^r»T 

s ta ; ^fcr t t  w f s r  

»nft fHTrrror t t  >ft f p r  fu *ft ifr 

ift  W « '>  «f 3rr ^  afft * Jfl̂ Tffr 
?T#Y  ̂ I 3r> ?TTr ?T ■̂'Y vr fyTTVT 
1 *  $\ i W  ^  w  % sn fr

I  f f 7 apt n S T  *rT ^TT % f r 7Tf 

*ft fT t̂ »> ?■ fW TT ftzrrvf ?*' 
r^r ^rrf?1 iT 'i r  ?t 'r f w r  ^ t  T -5 t^  

T T frr ir f ^ r  w ^ r r  f^r ^ri-T 

'P- 3TJT w  ^  Tm -fY
IT^T T^*t C  TrfsTTT ?T(fr
5tf? rfTf q- ,

^rfarr^i t  f*T ^

TTT ?̂T ? T ^  % arMfNr W  »fWTT’iN t^

»r̂ «fr r̂r r̂w % frT w  fffr
gr I rr̂ r 7\$ orm ^irr fnr sffiR
^cr ?st ^ t  v<ftfcfr % *rr*r
fT2T% for ^ i r  #T f’T f ^  f  f

4 t ^  « /tr  fw^?r«r f w

f ia f t  % f i r  -3R ?w  v t  

q^rr * m  ŝurrw t  i

MR CHAIRMAN: Mr D. K. Panda. 
Your party has only six minutes.

M k l  D . "St. f A K O A  
Mr. O w ix m n , Sir. the food fi&ifttiofi »  
the cowirtry is v tty  critM il Etefly 
getting reports »)>out horrible starvation
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deaths, and Orissa is hit haidest. Re-
ports of starvation deaths fiom all over 
the country, numbering about 11 to 12 
States and specially from Oussa. have: 
been pouring in. It is also well known 
that the situation, as far as jt looks to-
day, is not completely inulet our cnntiol.
So; 1 would like, first ot all, to ask the 
hon. Food Minister whether he is pie- 
pared to admit the umveisal truth about 
the food situation or food condition. 
Regarding the possibilities of improving 
food situation, even at the UN.O. level 
there have been several discussions, and 
the final conclusion is that, ii countries 
fait to pi ovide satisfactory conditions for 
iood production and distribution, it is 
usually the fault of the Government con-
cerned. Here the Central Government is 
concerned about the decrease m food 
production. The situation has really be-
come horrible Who is responsible for 
this^ Ihe defective planning of the Agri-
culture Ministiy and lack of co-ordimted 
and integrated planning between Rail-
ways, the Irrigation Ministiy and the 
Agriculture Ministry have been responsi-
ble for thi' horrible situation today which 
is taking hundreds and thousands of 
Jive*,

Now this, truth has to be admi’ted that 
it is not a  natural deficicncy but it is a 
human deficiency, it has been created by 
human, forces. We could have overcome 
this difficulty, but because of our de-
fective planning, we arc not able to over-
come it.

Keeping in view the rate of growth 
o f Our population which is 2.50 per 
cent, let us examine as tq what has been 
the increase in food production It is 
only 2.25 per cent. Therefore, how can ^ 
we overcome this?

The simple point as every one has 
staled in this House—-several times, the 
same matter has been discussed here—is 
that «« must lay much stress on tori* 
gfetion farilitle* betimise the increase m 
crap yieM mainly depends on irrigattoci. 
The statement which was k id  on the 
Tfebfc by ©nr Agriefdtara Mfefetor* Mr.

20-a Food Situation
(M otn.)

F A Ahmed, has mentioned that minor 
irrigation projects have been taken up. 
Metely saymg that we have taken up 
minoi iriigation projects will not do 
Suopose in a particular district one ot 
two projects have been taken up, will 
that meet the requirements of the dis-
tricts? What is the actual potentiality of 
the district for developing minor irri-
gation projects, at the same time what is 
th© requirement, and to  what extent wc 
can meet the target, on these things then- 
is absolutely no planning. That is why. 
no concrete things are forthcoming, but 
here and there Government in their 
statement only makes a mention that 
minor irrigation projects have been taken 
up. If, with tins much, Government geit> 
satisfaction, then the same starvation 
deaths will definitely continue

I want to mention one thing in tht*> 
respect. We have 323 million acres of 
arable land. Out of it only 195 per cent, 
are irrigated. What about the .rest? All 
these 25 years since Independence wh^t 
have we done? Are we going to fu$I 
the target of achieving irrigated land to 
the extent of $0 per cent? That must be 
very clear. So, irrigation has to be given 
much stress.

About tube* wells, several times the hod. 
Members of the Opposition Parties here 
have been giving plans and in the river 
basin areas where It is possible and 
where it does not require much effort, tot 
there be tube-wdhs But that has rtevtyr 
been done.

As far as land reforms are concerncd, 
that has now been kept in cold storage. 
Even in Orissa, the proposal of 10 acre 
coiling that has come to the Centre has 
*gam been kept in the cold storage 
What has happened to land reforms over 
which there was a lot of heated dcbaic* 
l i  the Government is sincere, they 
conte forward to  implement i t  But 
has not been implemented and that h  
one of (he main defects as far as our- 
wtorinkM |« cancenied.
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[Shi 1 D K Panda]
Timlin I vvould like io »«iy \ w o i d  

about the distribution system What is 
the public distribution system? I  will 
only give some facts When wc were dis 
cu&Mng this m this, very House, the sarm 
hon Minister, M r  Shmdc. pointed ou* 
that We ate ready to meet any type of 
contingencies and wc hau* enough ‘-to ks 
we h«\c got a buffer stock Now I 
want to pul 1 simple question Dui in 
the month of September in Oussa after 
the cycknu tot ts  to 20 d ijs  tu tu .  vw

00 supplv of toodjjrams Ahsc»iu d v  n o  

mupply But theie was so much fani istic 

ilk But wc found itiu'illj th e ir  a«ent‘ 
and mill owners have actually no stocl 
When v,o inquired from the Ciovotnrnenf 
sources ftom the Seeietaiies to  the G o  
ernment of Orissa thc\ smit No no 
r h i t  is a feature That is the boastful 
feature What about this fantastic boast- 
rul feature0 Actually foi I4? to 20 
days there weie no stocks and people 
could not get even one ounce of crain 
Wo can say what has happened. The 
real situation is that the FCI distribution 
system has failed It is defective and 
we find ui some States, like Tamil N.ulu 
the Tood Department handed over the 
procurement system to 54 monopoly m tr 
chants by-passing the FCI but no action 
has been taken

Wc say that there is really a  food short 
age rhat position has to be admitted 
and methods have to be devised and wc 
must face the re il situation and the Gov-
ernment must take the people into ton 
fidence

Now, they sjv there is sett-s’ifHclenty 
What i*> self sufficiency’ Wc reqatied in 
Ounjum, my Districts in Orissa, 500 
twines of rite per month but we actually 
yet onl> 200 tonnes Is this stff 
sufficiency’? Now* as> far as paddy is con 
ecmcd, our annual requirements of paddy 
m my District aio 7,500 tonnes but the 
i*»l supply has never reached beyond 

'00 tonnes Is this Self-sufficiency’?

Finally, I  want to tell one thing onl> 
418,164 acres o f paddy lands in Ganjam 
?* "'""dcast and the agricultural backbone

of Oussa is completely broken My su« 
gestion will be that not only minor irri 
gat on works should be taken up, but that 
tube wells should be sunk, immediately in 
river basis aiets und land reform mens 
urcs ha\e to be taken up and implement 
ed jmmedidteh Thank you

MR < H VIRMAN Theie aie at le*s* 
I'' pusons Jo spcA T told you that I 
will coll the Minister .it S 15 Jhe hoi. 
Membct h is go' the right of replv Nov,
J icqutst lion Membeis to tell me when 
they want the reply of ihc hon Minister

SHRI PI! OO \TODY A ftu  I spetk

MR ( 11 AIRMAN le t  me have the 
opinion of tne House whethei the House 
wants the Government icpl\ today or to 
continue the subject

SHRI C» VISW ANA THAN The 
Mmistci has 10 reply

MR CHMRMAN If vou continue, he 
cannot rcpl\ Otherwise I thought of 
ealltnp him at 5 15

SHRI K S CHAVDA (Patan) He 
must reply We would also like to  have 
clarifications

MR CHAIRMAN: Then only clari-
fications and nothing else You must 
see our limitations also 1 have to  ad-
journ the House at 6 O’clock Nobody 
is sticking to his time-limit That is the 
whole trouble 7s it the opinion o f the 
House that I can call the hon Minister 
at *-15 p m ?

DR KARNI SINGH- We h aw  got the
right of reply T am prepatcd to waive 
it if il «.an suit the other Members

1 HE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAH1B V SHtNDE): You. may
call at 5-30 P.M,

MR. CHAIRMAN: M r Pilfto Mod? 
has been getting up: he is very eager
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SHR* WLOO MODY There is a 
Select Committee meeting which is gong 
cm just now The Foreign Exch mge Rc 
Filiations Bill Select Committee h  going 
on and I  have to go

SHRI K S THAVDA Tt is over now

MR CHAIRMAN Shri Barupa!

*nrwPi w t e z  ?m r 5*tt *rrr 3

rp,r TT, sfr g tan-a>pT *tfr *PTTT T?

f r o  f  s p r w r  & r  sflfr &

r #fa*T

4YHT T̂ji'TT f  |

$  3«RTT I  f r  T^TT gpT

?t  i Srfarar >sft »rrgy«tre *fr fo rearrfl' 

f  t f c  3  *ft j y rw i f l  g  i f t  

f  f®r ?prr(t s r r r T  ?fr * r^ r f  *1*

^ar?rmt *i$- f  i *T*[®r *r w f t  

w f t  % t aw  *r srst € t^ > r  err 

t ^ r r  I ,  fm  *$t fo r m<t gt wr&
I, SFTt gmT ffe  ^  tffa ffe  |  I 

?R fa r  ^TRt W R  *FT *rar?TOT St 

f  I

16 25 h *

[D r Saradisii Roy m </te Chait ]

farc itY 4 tft ^  tT t  f i 77  ,nrra>

% w t ? r  vfr $m *  <w«

*m*m fc «& t f t w n  

$  *?*rc <r$r f »  *  f s  r̂efiftr I  1
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srrsr t r t p t r  h ? t  t  s r w  f r  # r  ■ ftfaqfy

7*T Tp^-q- x=fT cpr T  -TT sft'Trf'f-

'̂ 1 f f  i t  i rn r  t t t  * rr  -r ??rsr 

w m  ^  sr^ v y  v( 7 i<> t f m  fa-* 

?TT?rt }, h f r *  r’̂ TFV s r t p  % w  

Tt$  f« -m  WTR H ft fp rr I t o  ?rt fW

f r a r r  s r f r  ?t  t s ? *nft

f - ^ T f B T ^ t T T r ^ c T  fS T T  ^ n f / r  1 
*fi <47-  sru n r »r-r 

f  T n r n n - r  % rr 7^

?T R  W  TFT TTcTT f  *frr SRTT AT

srfT f t  W l r  % ft m r r #i 1 #

rr% 4 t  srft-d ^  «r^r

W T T  fj> f?T ?*T ?TTT ffTTir ?TTTn ? t

frs?ro f r  r t f t  ^  %ftT q m  

? t r r  $Z W  f e r f f r  ^ T ffn  1

t  JF ? w  $ f ¥  T O  r r  ^  ?r«*r 

s q e f ^ r  «ft ^ < f r  * f tr  <n<rt t t  » j r t  

4t  ^ f t ,  ^ r ? r  m  ^  m ^rr ^

5# |  1 t o ^ f O n r ? r r a  ^ I f r T O J T 7- 

f ®  ^  ft<fT ersft ^  ^

^ T ^ r r  1

^  ^  er^rnr

*r^6£f ^ ?tctt f^r-qr ^

sr#r f«t*rt t o t s i  1 >»

? F f rr ^  f t  ?ft% ^  w t

*r  ^  T it  ?T5lr I ,  ^  ^ r  % ftr 

m  m ,  i p \  \

t w r  3>®T r^V

«*p?r t



399 1 oa<i SmwUon (Mom  > NOVFMBBR 29 1972 Food Situation {Motn>) 300

f#ft ŜTTSTTPT STfiTmt]

m  m fa* ? irft ?rfr t  ?*r 

vft Tt% f  f a  *r?rr

v w w  fa*  si fa fe* 7?<fr ^rrfft t , srfa?r 

?P  *r?r $  ^ r r  W 'r r  f  fa  p r  tfr 

w n w  % sp r*  * w r i

ate *rcr fa?rr,

• p *  # r  w jt  ^ pt t ,

W  tT*TF' <m"t **& ^

^  fm  «ti* *r><ft i 

afar W  3 R  % «r*r % *8  < w  

T?»fr i 

^ a r  f  

n ^ x  ^  ajar w  *»*«fr i

w *  *rcrr f w  ^ r  ««w g«rr fa *  

*r*rfaTH f«T  i qrr* rrfr ^ r?  f V  ^  

ffte  v i w  %m, w  *  

*r#te gq i <rar f*r <Nt £<n fa T *t$ 

wrm ^ifcwr *t TTn?r $a s w  s w  

fsrr i wsf<ft ygiT^ T c# n r *r<prr?r *t

^  srf<M ¥> n w r  *rttor

**?> & i ?m r w re c rr % «frnr«r 

t  fv spt \ f t  fc*rfcr ft ^  t
srrfe?- ¥*t m m  <?▼ vt at

*«r*n r̂rfft-J- i

w w m  1 f *  f t r m  w rm rr  

*ftr v s  *PTfrT ^ f t  1 1 *r*r f t  

r 4 % r  ?ry, |  1 *ft ^  s?t

w r r ^ r  ’#r t̂?TT ^ r ^ r  *rr[ % ^cftf^r

f w t r e  f f t s  *% fiwr^c t o  *rt wfg: 

^ N t 3 %

w m *  «rr>, g®  *ft * #  $®

?f>Tf 3 f t  ? W  1 W * *WRK ^

'•flffrriT |  I t ’TT W  W  ^

W T '?r frit ^  i 5ft t  v r*

irfij- ?n*ft cfT ? ^ r  ^ r n r

?rf> gt i «rrw wt̂ ft 4 W  

fawft ^  *T̂ <ft ^  I TO1T ^

?rr*ft f f  f* rrr ^  % ^frfr 

?rfr t  ^ f r  ^

^  fxft |  i 7* *rrr spfT«r *re t  f f
*=RTF- f t  5^?TT at̂ > ^  I  I

o t  * r ^  % P=r?t «fT®ft ^

f  ) w r  *m  fu * M  * ^ r f i  

5pt TT-?fr f* r^  |  'STfT q jf 

^  % i ^  ^ 7 t  ^ t  wr̂ TT t  ? ins

qijwrrc «rr^ t  i ?rrsr ^  fiis r^  

jf^V ^ x h  ^  w * * s  *n*r

TW ncT «IT ^T  % * &  f ^ a i#  

wf?«> it  iff f w f r  w # st<ft t ,  f»Pm  

^  fN ^rt «r«r ^ f t  | ,  e f i t e r  «t 

f w f t  ^  #  ,3PRft I  <

«ft «ft«r irt^ t ^  wtar |  ’

«»t Tj^rWW * w  . ^  ^TT

^r, v t f j f t  <r*«rr#ft |   ̂ f  v r r  It

«P?m ^Tf?TT g  f a

g*fr ^ « r ,  ?rt 

^f«r^ q̂rrrr,
| f ^  *r ^#r 5^ rxr >

*»f«nt & r  f ^ r  t

w  v w  « r ^ f  f t w  |«  

W f v ft% % i* * T * & 4 S * * S r
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w n ,

n  cir sfitc vr ?, \

afT t ,  u iifrfissr

sf*? 3r viSt t  » t  ^riffn :r f a  * n ^

«pr f a m  ?t  f^trr wr«r, * r n w  w - j n  

srr^F ir ^rfer» i

t r f  -srr sr*crr* £  $  fa»ra-
^ arr f  i ^ f s  srirra

wrarr «rr i srrr tfr *rj> to ft  ^  t*
t  ?rtr ir g*r% #*rr frer it i

*  m re *  ̂  *ft ^frarc i 1ts*t
^ fv W  ^  srr?r q p i  f t  *rpr *  i 

w t  %*t m  «f ?h w r  *  s<r*ft 
*r*r $  «f ifr*  ?HTrr Bprvft *  *rwT 

s f t  §  i f  <r f a t  ?*r*V 

«nw tfY s *  *> $<V w»r<ft 1 1

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi- 
wash): Before going into the grave food 
situation in the country, let me remind the 
Ministers of their statements before the 
people and the country. In August this 
yew, Shri Anaasaheb P. Shinde—let me 
take him ftn f because he takes a keener 
interest in this than others—reaffirmed
that the country’s food situation was 
bright and the present situation did not 
warrant any need for import from foreign 
countries. His senior, Shri F A. Ahmed, 
said there was nothing to worry so far as 
the food situation in the country was 
concerned Shri Sher Singh also contri-
buted, He said that the food situation was 
not as bad as had been feared. An cx- 
Minister, and now Chapman of the Food 
Coritoration of India, Shri Iqbal Singh, 
came out with a glorious statement that 
wheat products would be exported to the 
Middle East In, he specified. July 1972. 
After all these statements of Ministers, an 
expert of the Agriculture Ministry came 
out with a statement that India will not
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only bo sclf-bUfficieni in ricc but wit) aKo 
be mu  plus and would be m a position to 
meet even the lequircments of ftmgla 
Desh Not only that; it was forctast that 
by 1980. excess wheat would ha\e to he 
exported or destioycd to save the taimer 
from losing on account of glut

After reading all these statements the 
common man of India would have «m e to 
the seventh heaven of delight But whai 
is the truth > Government have now been 
forced to disclose the naked truth to the 
country What is the reulit\ > Shi 1
Chavan, the Financc Minister, comes with 
a statement saying that the food situation
11 very giave and wc have to import 
wheat, rice, pulses etc. Ih e  target at the 
end of the Fourth Plan was 129 million 
tonnes a year, which they -are not |>Mn£ 
to achieve now According to the * ft r<?» 
cent stipulated in the Fourth Plan food 
output for 1971-72 should have been 112 
million tonnes But what is the lealit)*'
A  shortfall of 6 million tonnes I his is the 
differcncc between expectation and realis 
at ion.

There is a steep shortfall m coarse 
grains The fall in acreage is 17 1 p^i 
cent foi Bajra, 11 per cent for pulses, 7 4 
per cent for millets Not oniy that The 
daily per capita availability of foodgrains 
is going down from year to year It 1m* 
declined from 16 8 o? 'in 1965 to I $ 1 oi  
in 1970

SHRI PI LOO MODY; And 116 oz 
now.

, SHRI G VASWANATHAN; I do not 
have the latest figure. Shri Piloo Mod> 
may g ve it

The Government, particularly th.> Food 
and Agriculture Ministry, should take the 
entire Warn, floi lullmtj this country n*o 
an unjustified complacency by such state-
ments The Government let themselves 
carried away by some kind of euphoria, 
and now we are faced with this prove 
situation.
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Af> for the grce« revolution, though I 
cannot say it has been an utter failure, 
Government cannot claim (hat they haw  
achieved complete success. Food produc­
tion should be increased, This cannot he 
done by a few States like Punjab, Haryana. 
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh only. 
A ll the Slates should take- the responsi­
bility to tice that the production goes up. 
Tamil Nadu can claim that it has achieved 
tremendous success in high yielding variet­
ies, ia doubling the crop, in increasing the 
acreage. No! only that. I would like to 
tell the House, particularly my friend, 
Shri Piloo Mody. that the highest per acre 
yield has.been in Tamil Nadu. 1,794 kg. 
have been achieved, and I think the other 
States also will emulate this.

What arc the reasons for the failure of 
food production, that wc cannot achieve 
what wc expected to? Ih e  failure of the 
monsoon is the main reason, but apart from 
this, land ceiling is also contributing to it. 
Not that 1 do not want the land ceiling, 
but whatever you fix, the Damocles' sword 
should not be hanging over the heads of 
the fanner, Whatever we fix should be a 
permanent one. and should not go down 
day by day.

Then, uneconomic holding is another 
reason, and one should not forget that 
that has also contributed to shortage. 
Then there is a shortage of fertilisers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member’s 
time is tip.

SHRI G.VISW ANATHAN: I shall finish 
in two minutes. We have to mechanise 
agriculture, and that is the main thing 
which I want the Government to take up. 
We understand that the demand for trac­
tors is going down. 1 want the Ministiy 
to find out the reason and give more and 
more tractors to the farmers.

; Then, in 1971-72, the damage caused by 
floo d sw ^  of the order of Rs. 626 crores 
as estimated. I want the Government to 

effective measures for
I'-JviaAilipntroli;.',.-

... > t :     1. v -V — “
•The oriiclflal speech was delivered in

Again, so much grain is wasted.. 15 per 
cent is wasted during harvesting, 10 per 
■cent is wasted during processing, and five 
to seven per cent during storage. Hence, 
1 want ihe Government to provide enough 
storage facilities in the rural areas. Again, 
thv farmer in this country cannot always 
depend upon the vagaries of Nature. 
Apart from taking up the Ganga-Cttiivery 
link project, I want the Government to 
take up the groundwater development 
programme which is going to be the only 
solution for the farmer for lift irrigation.

Then, there is not enough fertiliser in 
tlm country. 1 want the Minister to make 
a statement as to whal steps are the Gov­
ernment taking to give enough fertilisers 
to the farmers.

Government must intensify the procure­
ment drive, and they must take stringent 
measures against the Wackmarketers and 
hoarders. Still 1 remember Nehru saying 
that the blackmarketer will be hanged on 
the nearest lamp-post I want to know 
from the Minister whether they could not 
identify a blackmarketer or they could not 
get a lamp-post to hang him. (Interrupt 
/ion).

These are the main problems I  also 
suggest that all the States should try to 
implement the family planning programme.

SHRI SAKXI KU M A R SAfcfcAR 
(Joyanagar): Sir, let me care ss  my senti­
ments in Bengali so that I can dojustice 
to the sentiments which I want to ex­
press. I  request the Minister concerned 
to listen to the translation, ’ Sir. tjh&s 4p- 
cusion on the foodsituatkm  ia the couirtry 
that is going on in |he House to d ayis a 

. very timely one.; B e k *  
in this discusskml want|0 pl#c*? *py yjews 
on the food situation prevailing in the
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the country is today in the midst of a 
critical food situation and the crisis is 
getting deeper every clay. From the pic-
ture that l have witnessed in Bengal, I 

can say without any exagge ration th at 
thousland s u1xrn thousands of men. women 
and children hav·e migrated from th.; vil-
lages to the city of Calcutta and ar~ livrng 
in sub-human condit:ons under tin roofs . 
in Shanties under the trees and evc1-c en 
fool paths. This will be borne out from 
the is'iue of the Ananda Bazar Patrika 
dated the 1 lth Oct'Ober, 1972. These 
people arc pinning for a morsel qf food. 
West Bengal had been in the grip of un-
precedented fl oods for two years and this 
was followed by terrible drought. At long 
last when in the month of September the 
rains came. we heaved a s[gh of relief and 
thought that perhaps our fortune is turning 
fo r th-e better. But l am grieved to s2y 
that after rhe paddy crop had grown only 
a few inchc~. they all dried up for want 
of water. A ll the fields became perched 
and cracked up due to, severe drought 
again. I cannot say about the, >vhole of 
fndia. but being the son of a farmer J 
am intimately acquainted with the condi-
tion in West Bengal. There is terrible 
poverty. -,ca rcity and the shadow of im-
pending cal amity ·i_s looming large. lf we 
do not face the situation squarely and take 
immediate measures, then we will not only 
be unable to prevent fa mine but will also 
be unable to prevent the death of lakhs 'Of 
people. Farmers are migrating to the 
ci ties en masse. Jt has also been reported 
in the news item mentioned by me earlier 
that the villagers are giving poison to their 
own children and abandoning their wives, 
being unable to foed them. What a terri-
ble picture 1 In the first stages of this 
crisis they resorted to begging and to keep 
alive for sometime on the <ilms th~y re· 
ceived. But soon aims also were not to be 
found. I will recall, Mr. Chairman, the 
writings of Shti Bankim Chandra Chaterjee 
in his famous work 'Ananda Math'. 
There, while describing th:: terrible famine 
of Bengal of 1776, the author says, "The 
people went out begging for a while, but 
very soon alms also could not be had." 
This is the situation which is called fam:ne 
and th is famine conditions have appeared 
in West Bengal today. 

There is no use blaming the Govern-
ment for this critical situation today. Be-
cause this is mit man-made. There may 
be some faults in our-planning but in my 
Ji ving memory there has not been such , 

total faiiure of monsoon at any other 
time. This crisis today is more due to 
natur'al calamities. To meet this critical 
situation the Central Government has 
taken steps to raise a good Rabi crop. 
Funds have been made available to the 
States for this purpose. But how can a 
bumper Rabi crop be raised without ade-
quate water? I will place before you the 
conditions in West Bengal. I have read 
'Only in yesterday's newspapei; that in my 
unfortunate State of West Bengal, the water 
of the 'Mayurakshi' res·ervoir of the 
D.V.C. will not be made available for irri-
gation purposes because that water is , 
needed for generating power. How is it 
possible then, to raise a go·od crop? To . 
meet the crisis created by this terrible 
drought. Sir. I feel that we will all have· 
to unite together and devise means in co-
operation with each other. It is true that 
stress must be laid on rationing of food-
grains with a view to equitable distri-
bution . But I regret to· say that the Centre 
is not supplying enough foodgrains - to 
West Bengal to meet the demand in ration 
shops. The Food MinisLer' of West 
Bengal, Shri Kashi Kanta M aitra has said 
that the Centre is not supplying even 50 
per cent of the requirement of rice in 
Bengal. The Chief Minister of West Bengal 
came here yesterday and I understand that 
the purpose of his visit was to acquaint the 
Central Government with the dreadful food 
situation in Bengal. I wiU therefore, re-
quest the Central- Government and the 
hon. Minister Shri Shinde lo do justice to 
West Bengal. This State has been the 
victim of terrible calamities in the past 
years like floods, droughts and the Indo• I 
Pak war. These have completely shattered 
the economy of West Bengal and they are 
crippled to regain economic self-sufficiency. 
Therefore, 'I feel that the entire agro-
economic planning in West Bengal needs 
to be recast. There is acute shortage of 
water in West Bengal. The only S'Olution 
to my mind lies fo resort to dry farming. 
Dry farming alone can solv·e the agri-
cultural problems of Bengal as well as of 
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India Therefoie, I will request the Ctn 
tral Government to develop dry fat n mg 
m ttv Agricultural projects

I wifi again request Shri Shtnde with 
fotded hands to reconsider the taw  of 
West Bengal To considei the plight of the 
villagers o f Suttderfcans who are leaving 
their hearth and home in thousands and 
ciowdmg the Streets of Calcutta in miser­
able conditions due to poverty and 
scarcity This is the panorama we see 
after 25 years o f  freedom I again stress 
that the food situation ts veiy grave and 
needs immediate and serious tackling 
With this Sir I conclude my speech

*To ( w r V )  •
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~ fo ~ncr 1 rif c: ~5 <fm1 r:r"< c:i:.i-rrr 

' RllT m<: ;sf'[ it~- ~~r<r <Jsf ?; 'd;r q~ 
~ I 

;i;p:.rif <'fi'°{ij· (11 ~fH ~~ <Qf'i'.TT ~'9->e.· CFT 
\ 

ofcp- Cfi'{~ it B-li'~· ~T <:rif.<T "1·;.~fliiT ff~a 

~h ;s~r fo<1·~·rft >;;TI ~Qr if: fffli";'f . ,! 

;sr;i·cn:1 >;rh q'i':c;~r ~ ~c.~ i:rmr Wfl2." 

>;1 r ~'Fm ~ f ;;i;s-?r f rrqc:;r rt i:T'!'l'il': ';;ffflp~­

ftnr· ~T ~-a) ~ 1 m'tin:. '3'00 er~ ~--n: 

\;fila'f 91T m· •r".frry;, >i\:ff ~~TC:i.i ~~- ~ 

foil" iflff 91·~;r \i!T "{~ ~ er~ Qif cr<:rrrt ? . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: .Shri Piloo Mody. 

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: Sir, you have 
to call members,-according to party. 

You should have called me before 
calling Shri Mody. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: . You will get your 
chance. 

.SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: You should 
call me first. ·This is not fair.. As a 
protest, I will not speak on this motion. 
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SHRl PILOO MODY (Godhra): 
Mr. Chairman, in order to :-ippease my 
light-beaded col leag ues over here , I am 
w illing to acce pt that anybody who 

looks at me would not be lieve th :i t there 
is a food problem in thi·; country and if 
they look at the l\l iniste r they will be-
l ieve that there is a very grave food pro-
blem in this country. Therefore, the onl y 
solut ion can be sw itching places betwee n 
us. 

SI-IRI' ANNASA H E B P. SHl NDE : 
Are you rea ll y interested in comin g over 
to this side? 

SHR i PJLOO M ODY : lt is jus t to 
ap pease my light-h eaded com rades here. 

'vVe have hcud nothi ng but po lit ic;.: ! 
propaganda for the last so m any years , 
and the govern ment :t nd the country h<iV..! 

beco me a victim o f thi ~ pro paganda . 
Wei have had the Members of the ru ling 
party get u p a nd defe nd wh at ! canno t 
u nde rsta nd bow they ca n possibly dcfond , 
and lha f is the fa ilure of the G(,vern -
me l' t We ha ve h ad a ve ry worth y col-
league like Mr. P. Vcnkatsubba iah blam -
ing the mover of the M o tion and saying 
th at he was a ppo rti oning the bl:.1111 0 as if 
that was the greatest cr ime he cmil d com-
mit a t this pa rticu lu m o ment , and . 
finall y, ended up by a ppor tioning all th e 
bl am e o n God who is no t he re in the 
House to defend himsel f. 

T hen, my hon. friend, Dr. K a rni Si ngh 
added another dimen:;io n and pro vided 
the Mi nistry with another excuse by say" 
ing that it was <i ll due to the increase i n 
population. I strongl y recomm end to my 
hon . friend he re . by all means you do 
whateve r you want to control popula tion 
but don't provide the Government w ith 
a ll manner of lame excuses. Sooner or 
later, the Government will have to deve-
lop the cha racter to accept the bl ame for 
its own failures . But since it is no t pre-
pared to do so, today I am prepared to 
take the ·whole blame for the famine 
that is going to occur 1n this country. I 
am not asham ed of it. I take the blame 

(Motn .) 

because I blame myself fo r no t having 
worked h a rd enough to throw this Gov-
e rnment out of powe r loc k. stock and 
barrel. That is why 1 a m quite p repared 
to ta k.e the blc.me for the mi se ry th at is 
be ing raced or is going to be i'accd by 
the people of thi :; co untry . 

5:·~ man y peo ple have get up <ind said, 
"I co ngra tulate the Governm ent fo r hav-
ing sa id that t hey wil l make rirn rg inal 
imports this year. " Several people have 
congratulated the Government for having 
m ad.; a g reat • announcement that they 
will m ake marginal imports this year. r-
q uestion tne m entality of t hose people 
who thi nk that a cle:::is i0n li ke that needs 
co'lgr~ttu ! ating llllt :. fami ne such as we 
arc facing reqt1ircs no conden1nation. 

1t is the p ri m,, r~,pc.nsibilit:· of the 
Government to feed ils peopl e . We h ave 
appe:-ilcd c·n m an1 occasio ns a11J 11 e h ave 
:1 ,ked so ma ny time -; th2t they should 
change the ir po!ic·ies so th.t~ w hen 
drought; do occur a-, th ey w ill with the 
freque ncy of once eve ry seve n years at 
lea ,t , the ir effect is m it<µa ted . H i'itorica l 
expe rience has ~hewn that thc:rc i, one 
b<tcl year e\·ery seven ye?.rs, on-:: good 
year. ;111d fi ve yea rs v1 h ich a1e nei ther 
good no r had . All th is thal G\,vernment 
k nows. llut it ta kes no action during s ix: 
yea rs to do anything: t hat w: 11 mitigate 
the effect of famine when it doe) occur. 

l am absolutely shod .ed a t t'ic pa sil-
lan im ous manner in wbich 11e accept 
lame excuses. T he Prime Minister b old ly 
got up the nerve and said, it is the duty 
of · al l developed count ries to help u nder-
developed counlries-developed countries 
rnust he lp develo ping cou ntri .;,, This 
wa-s a ve ry noble sentime nt. But th e 
Prime Min ister can do noth ing when one 
State which is slightly b etter off .,tops 1he 
flo w of · food to another Sta te in whi.::h 
the re is fa m il' e . W e cannot o rg<.i'.l ise Ntr 
own affa irs 'as one country. .-\ nd the 
P r ime Min ister is so brash as to lecture 
to the r e·st of the world as to how they 
should behave a nd help developing 
nation s. 
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la k e  the example of the l-ood Cor 

poration of India I think, it has been 
amply ptoved that theie is nothing but 
the worst tjpe of corruption in the Tood 
<\>rporation The Chairman of the Cur- 
poMtion who is tespon&ible foi it still 
continues to occupy his chan 7 hc Go­
vernment has not even moved in the 
maitei J have written Jelteis to tht. 
Prime Minister, a»suiances havk* b , i 
made, an inqunv has been oidered \nd 
yet no action is taken in a vital v tir  
such .is thu when we must continue to 
play politics

Wh,»t has happened about tht I Horn 
union' Hie ( hauman bungs about a 
labovn union a bogus labom un or 
which dot-, not ei\jo> am populu suppou 
and the Government dots nothmr to »lop 
that vinh the icsuU that tlu wotkeis ar 
agitated I vcn the depleted resoulces o( 
the Food Coipoiation vuil not be .ide 
qufltcl) available to the country wher it 
needs it that most 

17 hi*

We have said so many times that it ib 
basically the Plan puorities which are 
wrong The Second Plan wa> wron*. the 
Third PI m was ’wtonjret, the lou ith  
Plan wai wionger stilly and (he Fifth 
Plan which they have piojected is absuid 
And vet they continue and persist in this 
sort of ridiculous planning which nas 
absolutely no beating to the require-
ments of the counti y At the time of the 
CAcond Plan many of us saw very cleaily 
what the condition of this count)y wak 
going to be I** years hence Even mv 
wildest expectations have been belied It 
is much worse than even whal I expected 
it to be And the mam reason for it is 
the priorities set in the plan—a total 
disregard for mmor irrigation, a total 
disregard for infrastructure activity, no 
adequate and serious, programme for 
affor«it»tion. no detiwon on important 
project* like the Narmada and tbs Raj-
asthan Canal What can you possibly 
expect where every decision o f the Go-
vernment is taken purely far political 
considerations, where every act is purely 
for political reason*, without any con* 
«ern for the ^©iiMrj^ to o k  at the atten-

dance in this House We are going to 
face a serious famine thfe year I realty 
do not know how you are going to feed 
this country from the month of March, 
lo o k  at the interest that »  evinced by 
the w-cailed representatives of the people 
Sir 1 think, the situation is much too 
tiagic to comment upon, and the soonc» 
the Government wakes up and delineate* 
verv cleat Iv what its polity is going to 
be I, 2, 1 and 4. the better it will be.

17 02 hre.

IS iiki  K  N  T i w a r \ in the Chair 1

ihe other day Mr Chavan made t 
heioic sptcch, 1 do not know from where 
hi ii captu*’d his hciorm  He made a 
heioic spetch the othei dav saying ‘We 
will do something And what did lv  
ultimately pioinisc’ He said that we 
must accipt the responsibility for feeding 
*50 per cent of the people The other 
*>0 pci cent can die

SHRI ANNASAHIR P SHINDE* 
You aic vtry unfair vou are d i t to in g  
facts

SHRI PIl 0 0  MODY I have ab^olu 
telv no intention of being fail or 
reasonable

MR CHAIRMAN You were m the 
House when Mi Chavan was speak .np

That is on record You should not 
mislead the Housfc

SHRI PILOO MODY I am not. 
(Interruption) I have to clarify the situa-
tion Mr. Chavan. I know, did not mean 
what he said, but he did say this because 
be was trying to make brave sound*

SHRI NIMBALKAR (Kolhapur) H r
did not mean what you understood

SHRI PILOO MODY: I  will compare 
my undemanding with his and yours i t  
«ome other time.

He did say in an attempt to H  heroic, 
tn an attempt to *peafc to  the 
instead of agwatuiAg to Vtm fc  that



AGRAHAYANA 8, 1894 (SAKA) Food Situation 318
(Motn.)

317  Food Situation 
(Motn.)

“we are going to feed 50 per cent of the 
people of this country”. He thought that 
he was being heroic, but he did not 
understand the natural corollary that it 
means that the other 50 per cent will 
starve to death.

AN HON. MEMBER: It is your
interpretation.

SHRI PILOO MODY: It is not an
interpretation. I am trying to give you 
the mfentai processes which bring about 
Mi.'h biavado and such bragging state-
ments from responsible members of the 
Government, This is what I am trying 
to point out I am sure he did not mean 
that; I am sure you also think that he 
did not mean it Let us not get into an 
argument on semantics. 1 am just say-
ing that this braggadocio of this Govern-
ment must stop and there must be some 
realism and humility to admit mistakes 
ond then after having gone through this 
difficult year to change the priorities of 
the Five-Year Plans.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Ambe.h
Not here.

Prof Sher Singh

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF. 
SHER SINGH): During this debate in
this House, some reference was made 
about sugar. I am just announcing one 
recent decision that we have taken, that 
the levy price of sugar from 1st Decem-
ber will be less than what was contem-
plated because of some reduction in excise 
duty.

Ex-factory prices of levy sugar of 
1972-73 production for the different 
zones were notified on the 7th November, 
1972 under the provisions o f the Essen-
tial Commodities Act, 1955. This re-
sulted in an increase of about Rs. 20/- 
per quintal in the weighted everage price 
of levy sugar for all India. On the basis 
<*f these ex-factory prices of sugar of 
1972-73 production, the uniform retail 
price for the consumers all over India 
should normally be raised from the pre- 
i m  I S — I L

sent Rs. 2/- per kilogram to at least 
Rs. 2.26/- per kilogram, including in it 
the incidence of the extra excise duty 
involved. However, having due regard to 
the strong feelings expressed in both 
Houses of Parliament against such a steep 
increase in the consumer’s price of levy 
sugar, the Government made a conscious 
effort to bring down the extent of in-
crease in the uniform retail price as much 
a3 possible. By asking the Food Cor-
poration of India to reduce their opera-
tional charges and by reducing the in-
cidence of excise duty on levy sugar from 
30 to 26 per cent, the Government have 
decided to fix the uniform issue price of 
levy sugar through fair price shops to 
consumers ail over India at Rs. 2.15 per 
kilogram, with effect from the 1st De-
cember, 1972 or such date in December 
on which the first i*sue period of levy 
sugar through fair price shops commences 
in the different states.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shn Ambesh—not
here.

SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): I
welcome the discussion and the debate in 
this House as far as the food situation 
»n this country is concerned

In tins behalf, I think, as far as the 
food is concerned, one thing which we 
cannot aiorU to toy with, because it is 
a question of life and death to the vast 
majority of the population of this coun-
try, is to make political capital out of the 
food situation in this country. Starvation 
is no joking matter. Under this circums-
tances, whether it is the sensationalism 
that k  followed by the various political 
Parties or whether it is the sensationalism 
that is followed by the Press in this 
country, when we are trying to talk about 
food and when wr are treating it as 
another tool of achievement of political 
power, I think, the future generations in 
this country or the coming generations in 
this country will not forget or forgive us 
for having committed this basic blunder 
of trying to make political capital out of 
the food situation in this country. *
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I wonder whether this urge to get tpto 
power can get the better of our common 
sense so much so that we find that this "> 
being made into a political issue I do 
not want to elongate the argument on thi> 
point, but, I Would like to state at this 
juncture itself that one of the mam and 
principal ingredients of food production 
is water We have got very reliable 
sources ol information that m this coun 
try in the course, not of the fifth  but 
in the course of the Sixth Five Yeai 
Plan {Interruptions) 1 stand by it
In the Course of the Sixth Five Year Plan 
when most of us who are sitting here will 
still be given the good option to live

SHRI PILOO MODY But outside the 
House

SHRI B V NAIK Why outside- Fven 
inside the House also ( Interruptions) 
Sir, I am trying to lemove the iense of 
diffidence

MR CHAIRMAN Mr Naik, tt is 
all part of the game Dont get yourself 
entangled m that

SHRI B V NAIK If we do not havt 
the confidcnce of solving this food ptob 
km  then definitely I am joining hands 
with Mr Piloo Mody that we will be out 
of this, House If we are going to solve 
the food problem jn the foreseeable future 
I think there ts every reason for us to 
come back here ( Interruptions)

With regard to the irrigation moiiae*. 
it is reliably learnt that in the course oi 
the Sixth Five Year Plan, starting in the 
year 1977, m the course of these river 
waters disputes, whether it be Narmada, or 
whether it be Krishna or whether it be of 
M y other river, there will be no major 
irrigation project possible I  think, Sir 
it is time that we solve these interstate  
political problems in our country I 
would suggest that as far as these cases 
are concerned whether it is Kaveri or 
whether it is Krishna or whether it is 
Narmada or whether it is . Chambal, all 
these problems of river waters must be 
soNed and if the concerned States cannot 
some to an amicable settlement, it fa for

the Ministry here, it w for the Cenue to 
plan and see that the entire food produc-
tion programme of a long-term nature ^  
not scuttled on grounds not at alt econo 
nucal but purely political

w l t o f  t iv *  (m % m )

s f t , ^  3TrT t f  I  f a

* st  srrsiTsr srpwr

W t  3TT t t f  ft I 4  OT 3TTT *rt*Ttf *fr$- 

tr3»*nr f a

faw ft f a r  1 w  v  

% %m*t sr*flis» «r?rr 1 1  $  ^ r r

■̂rf *rr far 3ft *  snft t t  v m  wm
f r *  & | fr<S?r 

4>frr fa  ^  sRr̂ r I  f% r f  
B rra t ? tp  - s r ^ r  v'i f t n T  I  s f t r  m  
*r? I  f t  s?rm  *r ?=rrft̂  i m * 

t f
i fr  f ^ T I  T H T  t  

^ r a  m*? wr̂ ft fv ft i  t  s r r n r  %  

s r t o  *r * 5  tf?fr | i  srgt

T f ’irrcsrT^ tfeflr t

•OT%<mr 8 «n% fn ft£  *rr grwfr 1 1  

f fr r f t r  *r  t  ^ r r  * T g < n  fa zrffr 

w f r  t  T f t f t  fa rftr

*T*tfT 3R TTtTlft l JEfft VT 
^  q r  * £  ^  arm apr

t  ^Tart #  srrar ariMW  

m m  fa sr

fo ra rtf  

f  fN rf^rnr«^T  

s r ra rw  i t f  w a n r t  i in r r

m v f t

% f ? ! T $ f  1

<lfcf<armfora*r*f w w f $ r w n f t | i A



%2 t  hood Situation ACiRAHAYAN\  8, 1894 (SAKA) hood Situation 322
(Motn ) (Motn.)

t o  w n  s m s  ts?t |  f a  ?tt% 

«n% s*r«r % t  *T*r*cTT £ *ftrr *rt sF^ft 

<r?*ft 1 s f t o r f w  

f a  # r  F < r m r  1 1  V r  v ra f t  *»>

tft ¥ t  tarra ^ r r  ^rflstr i

?f7cr ̂ fs-rT % qrir TT ̂ THT *r*TPTI 

^TTcrr T i n  fr, *  * t w t t  fr s *r * ? r  ^  ^ r f c r  

T ? ? r T T r f ^  « tt  1 ^  frfV fr  ^ r f t n r t a f s  

»t v m f a w  fa*n *̂T?rr ?ft t  

tw ir a r  f  urn» ar? *rawnr ^ r r >  ?rm% 

^ r ^ ^ j f R f r i  f a R R n f tf a i  w ^ t a r r  

^rrerrfr ?rrgT f?f?rr TH'TTft sqfsr-

v r f r f t  *  w r  ^rrarr |  cr«rr

W T  »VT 3RT q% ifTT W fPT  *T pff̂ T qffr

*nr?% « R  *aT<rqrawrr s*r lrsni9i 

v « *  s t r ^t srr * # r f r i  $ * r m ? r * f ? r

M T W  S T K  f s s T R I  ’STTfPTT f a  * r f e  3 *1 %

I j f a  gtTR % fa rr  q$ r£ t o f f t n ^  flfft 

^  f%TCT w w ,  t f h r ,  | « r  STTfe 

im jP rtf  * f te rr  s ^ f ^ t r  ?rt srsflw w r 

n V tf r n r t f t r ^ q r  r r ’i r* & f tq r  t & o i t  

*?forr w  s t a r  w rc s f tr  $*r ?r*ft 

S f H #  1 1

$ rw 5 r* s r% * n < T r£ ,^ n  «»**§<* 

f l f t W f W T f  I t n p ^ r t y ^ ^ T  <iT 

% » ??ft^p5R r^«f)rf^«nT r3r 

^ T « rr  1 ?rt w r

*tpf 1 1 $ 4 f r f fc r fe * * ? r%  *for vTfw r 

f a t ^ iT ?  4 *  sfam r % w  «rt

% s N  *ft w hprr ^  |

» m » P ¥ iT i f r ^ » f i r f r ? r f t s r v f t r

^  5 t r t t  $ £  <ft <mi *n *

^  t , T t f  m  rrft I ,  ^?r% qr*T s r t s t  

srgt fr \ farf<rsr??r ?ft ^p-or

v k  v S t  1 1  s f e  m ?

eft f**rfa Jifr tft nr ifr t f t  grrfcft 1

SHRI BJ RENDER SINGH RAO 
( Mahendragarh) Mr Chairman, Sir, 
wc are all very huppj that Shri Fate- 
smghrao Gaekwad and Dr Karni Swgb 
have wised a very impoitant u^ue be. 
fore the House, namely the food problem 
that the country is facing

All sections of the House have agtced 
that theie is a real'y serious situation 
Some have aUnbuted the blame to the 
* agaucs of weather some to Uod and 
some to inc/ease m population and 
Members from the Treasury Benches 
have thus tried to defend the Govern-
ment Bui when they say that there is 
really a fcad situation in the count!y, I 
(It/nk that it is agreed that Government 
is responsible for all this

We have to briefly look at the record 
of the perfotmance of Government dur-
ing the 25 years aftei Independence Wo 
had about 0̂ million tons of Zoodgrams 
produced m the country when we became 
independent During the past 25 years* 
the production has gone up to something 
between 90 and 100 million Jons. It 
would have increased at a much faster 
rate, if only Government had followed 
correct policies

We would like to know from Shri 
Annasaheb P Shind© when lie icpiies 
what i$ the additional acreage that has 
been brought under irrigation after lade* 
pendence Our irrigation today »  for 
hardly 20 per cent of the total cultivated 
area which is insignificant for a country 
like India with 90 many nvers We can 
only be proud of two things in this coun* 
try* namely our peasantry and our agri 
culuirf. The peasantry has been ruined
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and agriculture has been destroyed That
is what we have came to after 25 y-ar»

there are people who would say that 
this is all because lands have not been 
nationalised, and there is no collective 
farming I would like to ask those 
friends If collectivisation of land could 
help, why are Russia and China begging 
for food m outside countries today? Why 
is Russia purchasing wheat from Ame-
rica? If Government could do better 
without the efforts of the peasants or 
peasant proprietors, why did the Com-
munist Party allow the peasants to retun 
their lands for over 20 years after the 
Russian revolution, that is, the people 
who are called kulaks? I  would suggest 
that Government should look into all this 
seriously

The situation is going to be wor*e The 
Raj Committee’s report is there before 
us, and the situation, will be so bad, I am 
sure, after one or two years, that peasants 
would he bribing the officials to get then 
names struck off from the proprietary 
rights register because they would not 
be able to pay these taxes The ceilings 
are afto unreal I  would suggest that if 
Government want to improve the food 
situation in this country, then let them 
send all their advisers out Let them bo
given the permissible area of land, and
let them live on this Let them educate 
their children on this Government
should have advisers who can really
give them practical farmers’ advice

We tried tt m  Haryana when the UF 
Government was formed in 1967 The 
food production in that State in the 
previous year was 21 lakhs tonnes, but 
because of ihe programmes, policies and 
incentive# provided by Government, it 
wefit up by 100 per cent to about 42 
lakhs tonnes in one year I  am sure 
that the production m the country can 
be doubled ff only Government would 
look after the Interests of the farmers, 
if they tfould only ran water in the 
canals, t t  only they would ran ihe fac-
tor!** at night to  provide electricity to 
the formers fa the villages daring the day

There is no fertiliser available m this 
country cxcept nitrogen There is no 
potash or phosphates There is only 
urea which they use for everything, 
an j that is going to damage our lands

The policies pursued m the past should 
now change Incentives should be pro-
vided to the farmers rheir confidence 
should be restored Vast areas are 
without irrigation Take the case of my 
own constituency In two districts theie 
is no Government irrigition at all How 
much of irrigation hive Government 
provided there so far?

MR CHAIRMAN Now the hon 
Member should conclude and give a 
chance to others He is the third per 
son from bis party to spe^k

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO I 
am the only spokesman from my party 
[ would lequest Government to see that 
th^ap clutnctty is provided to the fat
1 oers

Prof ‘ her Singh made a statement 
about sugar During the past five years, 
the minimum price of sugarcane fixed 
by Government was Rs 7 90 Five years 
ago the sugarcane price was Rs 7 SO 
a quintal when sugar was selling at Rs 
1 50 per kg Now the minimum price of 
sugatcanc is Rs 8 There is no appreci 
able increase But Government finds an 
txcuse for increasing the rice of sugar 
which is now available m the open 
market at Rs 4 50 a kg The formers 
are not getting any bebefh

Since my time is up, I conclude With 
this

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Afcrta); We 
are today discussing a very serious subject 
I wish to thank Shri Faiesinghrao Gae 
kwad for inviting the attention of the 
House to such a  serious situation in the 
country As die Finance Mmwter aaid 
the other 4 ay, we are ready going to  
face the wwpat dnmaht situation In tins 
country that we have seen m  only alttee 
independence tnit tfWbabiy to t  the fcsi
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50 years. In Maharashtra particularly, 
the situation is going to be very bad. We 
had drought consecutively for t lm.:c' 
yea rs now. The re are regions parti-
cularly in Poona district whid1 have been 
hi1. In one piace. out of JO years. wr 
27 years there' had been droul,lht. Thi :, 
is the serious condition. We will be: short 
of even drinking W<1tcrs this ma y be 
the seriousness of the silllat ion in \I arch 
or so. 

Therefore. it is not a question of ll'y-
ing to find fault with this party or that 
p:.i ny or Go\ernment. Supposing the Op-
position were in power. if they pul the 
ent 1r.; blame on Gove rnnlt'nt. now would 
tht:y have got over the problem".' Jhi' i' 
a situation which must be met on a ''"'' 
footing. 1 his is the responsibility of the 
entire coumry. Therefore. we must ;di 
rise to the occasion and face the situati u 11. 
Can we take up this challenge no1 a' 
a party but as a nation and meet it'.' 

There arc certain long.term measure' 
a nd long-term a~pcc l s of the problem. 
As was rightly poimcd out by Dr . Karni 
Singh, the population incn:ase has bc:en 
a major source of difficulty . In the l<1st 
25 years , we have added 22 c rnrc, lo , iu: 
t:·Opulation, the population of US/\. Evc'l \ 
yea r we add an Australia lo the popul.1-
tion of the country. Although \\e have 
doubled the food production , in-:,: I 'J.i1l. 
we arc not ahlc lo meet our require-
ments . Hence there have to be long-term 
measures . One of them ,,•ill he popu. 
lation control. Another will hL' riv·.:r 
valley projects like the (1anga·Cauvcn 
link. Floods will have to ht• conrrollc,I. 
The effects of shortage c>f "akr ·"ill h.1v c· 
to he mitif!;:tcJ . 

Therefore . we have to take up this prn-
hlcrn not a; a party issue. finding f;11:lt 
with a p;1r!icular party or (iov~rnnh.·nL 

but as a nation. Let Us rise t,1 th e oec·:i· 
sion and tackle it. There is no use nLik-
ing an issue of it fnr cxp!--iita tinn on 
party line's . T ;i king pc,1pk ou t into the 
stree ts a nd burning buses is nol going 
to solve the problem. We will have to 
hke th~ res ponsibility a, :i nation . 

.\IK . CHAlRi\'IAN: You an.: not giv-
ing any solution. You arc o nly giving a 
kcture. That wiil kad us nnwherc. Con-
clude now. 

SHIU VASANT SATHE: 
Government are concerned, 
concentrate all our effort on 
farmer. They must help him 

As far as 
we must 

the small 
in this rabi 

,c,:.;nn. particularly to produce maximum 
food. That can be done by helping him 
with sl'cds. fertili se rs, pesticides and other 
means or wherewithal. They mu~t be 
r ushed to him immediately. 

The last hut not the least that we must 
do is to control o ur system of distribution. 
E"~n tnday. whatl'ver food we have in 
this ,·ountry. if \\·c can distribute It pro-
per ly. I am sure we will be :1blc to meet 
1hc challenge, anJ we may not be requir-
ed to import food, even at thi s critical 
juncture a nd critical situation . 

SHRl JYOT!RMOY BOSU (Diamond 
Harbour J : The latest Government report 
-,;1ys that in v1ew of the marked improve-
ment and availability in food-grain> in 
197 l -7 2 and in accordance with the deci-
s'on taken five years ago. conccssio;:al im-
ports of fn0Jgn1ins under PL 480 have 
been slopped fro m January, 1972 with the 
L' .\ ;J<.: ctatio n of yet another good crop rn 
1971- 72: I hope ii i' an expectation. It 
i-, expected that the good food position in 
the country wdl remain conmfortable in 
1972. 

The Economic Survey-it is the latest 
one, 197)-72 ·-sa~s that the other impo1· 
rant as pl'd of in~rcasing produdion of 
1«,odgrains impinge·, upo n the ·nonetary 
".:ctor of th.: economy inasmuch as the 
demand for funds fo r procurement opera-
tio ns ha ve increa sed sh a rpl y. The out-
' la nding advance against the 
1·.:a(hcd 1hc level of Rs. -13 I 
\1arcls the end of July. 197 1. 

food grains 
crores to. 

What sort 
of drum-heating opaations. you under-
sta nd . 

D r. ,\ \ hoka i\kthta. 01Kc the principal 
c:·~ onomi( advis.:r tn the Government of 
Indi a and also the Chairman of the Agri-
c ultural Prices Commission said recently 
!hat the sustained increase in food pro-
duction has just seen 15 million tonnes 
between 196-l and 1965 and 1972 :ind 
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1973. aiid is almost entirely made up of 
rice and the output of wheat. Equally 
noteworthy is the other fact that the 
average annual rate of growth of food 
production at 1.8 per cent during these 
eight years is less than a half of what 
was attained in the period between 1950.
51 and 1964-65. Mr. Shinde, you are 
very brilliant.

I say there is an unprecedented food 
situation in recent years. The prices have 
risen. There is unemployment. Garibi 
Hatao is a complete myth. There is near- 
famine in the true sense, I know if West 
Bengal does not got adequate quantity of 
cereals and rice, the rationing system will 
come to a collapse. 1 have been enquiring 
from various people who say that the flour 
mills in the country are working at a 
capacity of 25 per cent. That is your 
iitmus test of attainment and efficiency. 
(Inter rapt ion)"

The public distribution itself says that 
in 1968-69. in million tonnes, it was 10.1. 
In 1969-70 it has come down, because of 
socialism, to 9.5. In 1970.71—again 
socialism—it came down to 8.8. And in 
1971-72— Garibi Hatao done—it came 
dtown to 7.7.

.Recording to the Reserve Bank's report, 
currency and finance, the most authentic 
document that one can lay one's hand on, 
the stock position in 1971-72 is 7.9 million 
tonnes, allhough the Government had been 
quite ti?«?ngly and incorrectly and deliber- 
auty ejaiming it was 9.5 million tonnes.
I do tiot wish to say much about what the 
pruair$tncnt target was. Mr. Shinde said 
nicc !<itMhgsr that the market price is higher 
thun -.procurcmexxt; price, and that
the ithitif procurement k  likely to /all 
short /million, torines 'by ■ one million
t o n n c i ^ ; t e » ; ' ■•Mr. SSbiiade -told, the 
R ajya^iS^a today law th a t 1  congratu-
late tiifjet lo r  speaking out what the actual

The .Is:.'the".';/o«Jy".
capital 7 :';jgOt:; This gyben . ..
• r e v o ! u t i ( |^ |^ - i '^ l ^ '^ ^ ?
Prices on

■ policy -y & $??*  ■
season, ;baW r  " .

harvesting in 1970-71 was due to the fact 
that it happened to be a good yesr moo- 
soon. The significant fact was that out 
of the increase of 8.3 million tonnesin  
that year as much as four million tonnes 
had come from Rajasthan alone and 
would seem to be almost entirely the 
result of favourable weather. Please note 
it, Mr, Subramaniar' and Mr. Shinde.

1 say that about the rabi seasoi^, drive, 
your performance is again very gloomy. 
There is nothing before us to look for-
ward to. Precious foreign exchange and 
scarce capital reserves have to be spent 
now. Once they boasted that they have 
done the green revolution, food problem 
was solved and they had started exporting. 
Where is the green revolution, Mr. Shinde? 
And why this hush-hush ? This paper 

comes out; Food Secretary reported to be 
on a .-secret mission abroad. We know 
Mr. B. K. Nehru has rushed from Shillong 
down to New York and Washington for 
begging food. I know they will again go 
for Nixon vandana; there i§ no other alter-
native. That is why Billy Graham, C.I.A. 
agent has been allowed to function for 
seven days-in border areas...  ■. (Interrup­
tions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It has no relevance.
SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Hon’ble

Prime Minister said to us that the Baptist 
Mission which is hosting Billy Graham j» 
a CIA agent. Therefore, this Government 
will politically enslave the country once 
again to the Yankees for their malprac-
tices. They talked about nationalisation 
of wholesale foodgrains. Whitt has 
happened? Now another / resolution has 
come; it may be postponed for the time 
being. What a  wonderful mutual admira-
tion society they have between the Govern-
ment and the Congress Party. This Gov„ 
ernment should be condemned utterly; 
otherwise the whole country and the peo-
ple will die o f starvation.

- - 'T H E -M IN IS T ^  ■■
MINISTRY; OF AGRICULTURE (SHRl .

...

concerns millions <& our people- There
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were many constructive speeches, for 
instance that of Dr. Kami Singh. Mr. 
Piloo Mody was very angry with him for 
making a constructive speech. Dr. Kami 
Singh, Mirdhaji and a number of our 
colleagues, even Mr. Viswanathan though 
he made some political charges because 
otherwise he could not justify his existence 
here—made some very constructhe sug-
gestions in the debate. Even one of Mr 
Jyotifmoy Bosu’s colleagues, Battneharjee, 
a very senior Member, made one state-
ment charging my party, but he too made 
some constructive suggestions in his 
speech.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I his is his 
first House. Senior Member!

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SH1NDE. I 
am not allergic to criticism Sometimes 
even Members from this side criticisc the 
Government and I welcome the criticism, 
it helps us to understand the issue- The 
Opposition have a right to criticise: I never 
misunderstand it. But what I object to is 
distortion of faets. For instance Mr. 
Piloo Mody said that Mr. Chavan slated 
on the floor of the House: we will feed 
only fifty per cent of the population I take 
serious objection to such distortion of 
facts. Mr. Mody might criticise us and 
say our policies are wrong; but he cannot 
distort facts.

Similarly Mr, Pande—unfortunately he 
is not also here—made a statement that 
there were no stocks in Orissa for a few 
weeks; he also said that a number of 
starvation deaths took place. What are 
the facts? On 1st August, 1972 there 
were 1.29 lakh tonnes of *rice in Orissa
and on 1st September, 1972, 70,000
tonnes. Even then during that month
33 >000 tonnes wheat and rice in addition 
were sent from the Centre to Orissa. To 
say that Orissa was without food, people 
& *rad, not evbn an ounce was avail-
able—such statements a rt better avoided. 
Therefore I  say: if you have to criticise, 
you may criticise policies and other things, 
but never distort facts.. .

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU? They are 
teaming from you,

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 1 
am coming to Mr. Bosu a little later. My 
time is limited; I shall appeal to all sides 
to permit me to make a few observations 
because the Bangla Desh President is 
coming and we have to go and welcome 
him 1 request Mr. Bosu to help a little.
I was submitting that charges of starva-
tion deaths are very lightly made. I am 
not denying th.»t in certain area-*, the 
situation is difficult. For instance, I come 
from an area where I have not vien such 
:i difficult situation in the past. But to 
s<»v that staivation deaths are taking place 
is completely misrepresenting and givina 
a wrong picture to the country. 1 chal-
lenge the hon. Members to give the names 
of these persons.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a  point 
of order.

w M fcr «***  : *m rrfa

snrrcfar : zr§ sptf 

f ^ r  t  1 ^ tt t  ^  f t  ^

|  1 o i t s j  stpe s r r f r  s s r e r

t  * r r r  a fh r $r ^nr r e  f ...............

w  <fr$3n«r :

tfsft !  1% *tpt srartj i

frm  srrrq m  % i ( s f c w r s r )

wp t  ^  

?rV fo trr t ^  wrqiTT i ^  ^

TOW SWT qr*T T O

SFt W  I f e n t

?>rr i

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a point 
of order. I  did not expect that he would 
mislead the House. In the last session, I
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LShn Jyotirmoy Bosu] 
have given a list of 30 statvation deaths 
in Malda I was. permitted to lay it on 
Ihe Table li is jn the library Govern 
iTK.nt his not contradicted it in these three 
month He must withdi iw bis ism irks

SHRI ANNASAHLB P SHfNDE? We 
t ikt these allegations vciy serioi>s»ly whta 
ever they art mad** by anybody Wc 
refer specific names to the State Govern 
mcnts Full enquiries ate made Even 
the hit given here was referred to the 
State Government Tbt S titt Govern 
mtnt h is said th »t nobody ha., died of 
stuvfition If hon Members h» c in> 
other m ints I am prepaied to iefcj 
those nunes to the State G ovtrim uits 
About every single nmie serious vnquuv  
will be held These are not light matters

t f  TT<nTf i R  ^  I  I T̂FT fkrr £t?

|  1 i r t f  t f  %

5TPT | #  3TfTTI$ 3fT $  I ST

3% t f  |  1 TO ’T̂TcT

5imtf r x  x $  |  1
MR CHAIRMAN He has not misled 

the House A point of oidei was taised 
by Mr Bosu and he has replied to it Tf 
he has misled the House you can bring a 
motion accoiding to the rules

t f  T F T T ^T  $ m tf  (TOTf)

y w i#  wrr 1

t f  fw^rr

t f  flW R  *r*rr % t f  t f  % ?rre fa r 

^  |  1 $  fc ffrs |  i 3*r% «rrs 

t f  |  f o  t f f  tf? r | f  1 1

fa? s r s  t f  t a x  ^rnc f e r

*WT *TT I TO* % a p w  «WT I  f a  

t f f  ^  f f  t » *

w w rtf*  n t f W f e t f

f t f  f a s t f  f  1

t f  r m m r t  w re tf

^  $raw  t f  * s h r

fiPTT t  I *TT t f  t f  fasfT

^  •TFt t f  ?*r #?n? t f

t  1 (w r« rw )

t f  $«p*t  w?*

3*nr t f  f  i (®r^sr ? )

*rtf t f  t t

I  1 (sq w n r) ^  q r r fw fe  % *r«r-

<1 t f  rrsf cT^r^, t f  OT t f *  ^

v *  1 TOfn- t < *ncRrr

* t f  £ 1 (s r w t ) »rct on®r-

•ntf t f  ?  1 (siysnjpT)

^TTT«?frr *rnrtfq' s w

t s  1 ( « w T ? r )

t f  j« r r  v a jw w  s-*rqfo

n<£te*r, o t  «mtf*r W rt
*  i t  t f *  ***r «rr? fc *  £

%  ^  m  TT3tf it  t f  t  t  

*r̂ r |  1 *rtf vgrzz % v$vx ?rw  

tf *|<nn f̂ TT | % xm **m
% ^rrir^rtf *r«rFf 1 1  ’wer %

<*r ^  1 o t  w r r  % ?r??!rt t f

«rfrrf t f  %% f w  t

m r  wr? 1 ( » r w r )

i w n f t r  w<^Mr «  1 #  w # l  

% d f« n  «rr x | |  t m ut

* r  wfrsr f t  * i k

9  \ ( a n r w )
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1  T O  T & J t t J l F T

4 *f t l

*#** : *  «prranT i
(WRWFT)

«ft <CW **•* * * f  : eft ?«■ L̂ * p t  

«np f t f  I (W R W f)

: iTwrfta 

* s  g rr#  1 * m  *  n r  ? r $  t f f c  

$ * r , ‘tfr g r o t  «re?rT q t m  1 
(« ra u m )

w o  « r* ifrn T rav r 'nr**** * sr*n| if?r 

* m  m w  m  srw  | »
i 1 *

STFT 3 3 m « r T  f a  v f  TTSWTt %  W f  
% *j?$3r | f  |  1 *f$m  % f«rcr 

s i r  fo*r ^  I  f a  *r$ 3f a  |  1
*  *£TT ^TfcfT $  f a  *reft 5 *

3 fH fr^ % fa T T  ^  qr^ ! ( M r

1 « m  ?rsr * rr#  *nfa<r 

t* sre <r> * 5  *ps a ^ e t  «r, % fa*r  f^RT 
4 * r  * f^2r r̂5T ®pt aiF w n  t  • 

tfc ft  % ? p w  ^  ^ r ? T f  * 1  
5w w  f a m  1 1 ( » w m )

«ft ^w w ^nT  sflp ft w r o f a  

m *  $  sarifarc fcsr % f?r 

m * n f  f w  fts m p r  
t s r a  »rrf i (mm)

: m ^ fr« r mm * ** f 
1 < m w f  )

*ft g v *  v *  * q i r n  . h5ftit ^b t

fr * r e S  1

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
Sir, my submission is only this. During 
the previous discussion also, a list was 
provided b y  Shri D. <K. PSflda, a Member 
from 'my group and another list was pro* 
vided by Shri Jyotirmoy Bosu. We gave 
a  certain list which Was published in  the 
New Age that there have been certain 
deaths. The Minister said that deaths 
might have taken place the State Gov- 
ernment had said that it was dtie to mal-
nutrition or gastro-enteritic, something of 
that sort. They never denied about the 
deaths. But this time, when people have 
died: in Bihar and in other places—the 
people have migrated to other places.. .  - 
(Interruptions)

MR. QHAIRMAN: Mr. Kachwai has 
said it; you are repeating the same thing.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: When there 
is a dispute, when the Minister disputes 
the whole thing, I  would request you or 
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha to apjxunt a 
Committee. There are Members who are 
prepared to resign on tfiis is&ue l e t  us 
appoint a Committee of this House to find 
out whether the people have died or not.

MR CHAIRMAN: There is no point 
of order- What appeared in the New Age 
or any other paper is no point of order.
(interruptions).

The hon. Minister.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P &HNDE: I 
appeal to the good sense of the hon. 
M em ber.... 1,t

SHRI P. M. MEHTA (BHAV- 
NAGAR): On a point ©f order, Sir, The 
Minister challenges the statement made by 
the hon. Member of this House— (Inter- 
ruptwns). This h  a very serious 
m atter.. . .  {Interruptions)

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN (MAYATTU- 
FUJ5HA): We wUl *ot yield to* this. I  am 
asking: & this with your permisSi&a? 
HmermpHom) • * 5
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No, please; I  am 
not allowing him. Mr. Mehta, why are 
yon agitated? Please, alt down. There 
are so many things that appear in the 
papers Theie is no point of order. Some 
points have been Taised and the Minister 
is replying to them,

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE' I 
appeal to  the good sense of the hon 
Member. If hon members have allega-
tions, we are prepared to go into them; 
serious enquiries will be made into them 
Therefore, the hon members need not 
have any fear that anything will be sup-
pressed. (Interruption)

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I  have a sub-
mission to make. It is a serious matter.

WT Wt
*5  smscr 1 v m  WT *fT

ait *WT?r t  fa faftsa* %  *t£ «ra*r-
....................

h o t  : f a f t e i  ?r 

f w  -------

•fffV̂ r̂ r w r ?ft *rsw 
% m ft  f  1 *r$ I  i

WIT WT 5r fafaSET ’FT 9HTTV

^RT W  cfTf ftWT t  

5TSF5T ^  WK t^T  I

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI: Is it 
that the Minister is responsible and we 
M e not responsible? We axe also respon-
sible. (Interruption)

fnrwftr Fwr ^
aft m m  f  3* * r s r w  ^

f a r  © t i t  » f r t i .................< w r w )

•  *  * « * ♦ ♦ • • ^  ^  f  
t  w *  s? ? « w

tft uraNfr v #  ^ f f u n r  S fy if  

^ S T  wr ? *  * 5  |(  f a

WT ^  MT5T f[ !ft %fT vfk^" ft?

3TWTST | W *

^  f ,  f * W T  J T f  $PflR%  f ,  

f a  M r\& < % fa ff  TOPS ( f a f f  |  sfT

w t  rf ^ % f T .............................................

W T  q v  ? T r q 7 ^ W T ^  

^  f  5 rw  fee-

asNr ^rrft ?msr *r f t  ^
w f r  |  ^  stpct 1 ..............( « n w r )

m srtfft̂ R t 1 as srtffU?; % 
^ r r f s n r  w t  wt** ^  *iir%  

t  »

SHRI P M MEHTA- He has not mis* 
guided the House; he has challenged the 
House and the members.

s«rwrfer w'r at wrtfV
|  I W T ^ f 5 t T |

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: He challenged 
the members.

MR. CHAIRMAN* You also challenged 
the Government that the Government lias 
to give a reply. You have challenged that 
so many deaths have taken place and 
Government is concealing the facts. You 
have also challenged the Government So, 
he is replying to  yon.

Now the hon. Minister. (Interruption)*

SHRI C. M STEPHEN: I  warn to  
make a  submission. A  very important 
question is being discussed. The Bouse 
and the country is anxious to know what 
the Government has to say on this matter. 
The time allowed to him is already very 
limited, but about 20 minutes have already 
been wasted like this. I t  he  cannot finish 
his speech by €.00 pM *  then my «tibmft> 
skm is that an oppartnnfty most be given
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to him to  mafce a  complete statement 
before this House. <Interruption)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you interested 
in this debate or not? (Interruption)

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU- Let the 
Minister not give unmixed untruth here.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please, 

grwa? W** JTefr

^  qt^r ^  |  1

SHRI D. K. PANDA: To enable the 
hon. Minister to give an answer . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: There was so much 
discussion* You have also spoken, yet, 
you want to speak. You were all along 
outside. Now you come and want to say 
something.

The hon. Minister.

SHRI D. K. PANDA: Whether the 
Praia Tantra has come out that ten . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: No please. I  am 
not allowing it.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Some hon. Members have said that every* 
thing is wrong with regard to the agricul-
tural situation in the country and the food 
policy of the Government. I  think it 
would not be desirable and in the interests 
of the country for this impression to go 
outside. Therefore, I would appeal to the 
good sense of the hon. Members to at 
least listen to my argument. You may not 
accept all I  say, but be kind enough . . . 
(Interruptions). As far as the word ‘chal-
lenge* is concerned, I withdraw that word 
•challenge’, but I have a right to say that 
as far as the starvation deaths are concern- 

’'ed , as also the Government’s view point 
Is concerned, as I  said earlier, if any name 
is given to us, we will inquire into 
It we will also refer it to the State 
Governments. But, to my knowledge, no 
starvation deaths have taken place in Ibis 
country . . . (Interruptions)

SHRI D. K. PANDA: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: I  am not allowing 
the question It is not going on record. 
Please hear the Minister.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Shri 
Fatesmghrao Gaekwad said that the Gov* 
ernment has not managed the food econo-
my of this country well. Now, I  would 
just humbly submit for his consideration 
one thing In this country there was a 
drought in the year 1966,67. Now, we 
have also a similar drought situation m 
the country in 1972- What is the position? 
When we compare the facts of the case, 
you yourself will be convinced that there 
has been a considerable progress. You 
may not be satisfied with that. That is a 
different matter. You can have your sug-
gestions as to what improvements can be 
made in the present situation. But, I 
would just submit for the information of 
the bon. Members some statistics. For 
instance, in 1966-67, when a drought was 
on, the price increase that took place is: 
the price index for rice in 1965 was 129 
and in 1967 the price ndex has gone up 
to  197 and wheat index was 115 in 1965 
and it went up to 204. The total food- 
grains price index has gone up from 152 
to 225. Now, despite this, we imported
8.5 million tonnes In one year and 10.5 
million tonnes in another year. Now, 
when we compare this price rise, when we 
compare the imports and when we com-
pare the present situation, you yourself 
will be convinced that this year a  word of 
appreciation . ■ .

MR. CHAIRMAN: How much more 
time wffl the hon. Minister take?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 1 
will take about 15—20 minutes more.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, whatever you 
have to say, you place it in the form of 
a statement on the Table of the House.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHTNDE: I 
have not prepared.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You prepare om, 
and place i t

♦Not recorded.
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18 fan.
SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 

We would like to hear the Minister. Ttois 
is not fair. Let him continue tomorrow

SHRI ANNASAHIB P. SHINDEfF I 
would like to speak tomorrow if you 
permit me.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right That will 
be decided by the Minister of Parliamen-
tary Affairs.

SHRI G. VTSWANAYHAN. Why, Sir? 
The House is supreme. The entire House 
w ants'a reply. Why should it be decided 
by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs?

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN* The whole 
purpose of the discussion is to clicit a 
reply from the Government. We want to 
know what -tile Government has to ?ay m 
the matter.

MR. CHAIRMAN* How can 1 say 
whether there will be time for discussion 
tomorrow o r  day*, fter-tomorrow? We 
lmv» to  see what are the subjects which 
have to come up before the House to- 
nocrow for dMcassftm, the papers are 
printed.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE. 
Papers are printed in the night We know 
everything.

SHRI ANNASHIB P. SHINDE: I  would 
a p t m w  yah.1 “fM* & important
subject ttifct' I  fWT that tite 'GdVfcWttterft 
should be allowed to submit its say and 
reply to the iwints raised 'b y  t&n. Mem- 
bers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I  want to know 
whether the Home wants the statement 
by the Minister tomorrow or1 day after?

SOME HON MEMBERS- Tomorrow.

MR CHAIRMAN* All right, this is 
the wish of the Minister and also of the 
House So, I  bow before the decision of 
the House

SHRI G VISWANATHAN: You are 
a  good democrat, Sir

MR. CHAIRMAN- The House now 
stands adjonttied to rrieet tomorrow at
11 A M .

1801 his.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, Nov­
ember 1972/Agrahayana 9, 1894 (Saha).
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