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to this firm for the import of stainless 
steel in the year 1969. These imports 
had been allowed under the Barter 
against the export of Ferro-Silicon. 
This barter proposal was supported 
by the Chief Minister of Mysore and 
was approved by the then Minister 
or Foreign Trade with the concur-
rence of the Ministry of Finance on 
25th April, 1969, with the proviso 
that the firm would be allowed to 
imPDl't such raw materials for which 
priority industries were entitled. 
This decision to allow import or 
atainless steel was taken on 7th 0cto-
ber, 1969 and I came to the Fore!p 
Trade Ministry in June, 1970. There-
fore, I have hardly anything to do 
with it. 

The unkindest cu t of all and, per-
haps, the most improper thing was 
when he said that I was trying to 
influenCe the press of this country. 
It we are proud of anything, we are 
proud of our democracy and free 
press in the country. To say a word 
about the press, that the press can 
be influenced, that they can be 
bought over, is very very unfair I 
must protest strongly against it. The 
press is rendering really a good 
service to the country. I have every 
respect for the press. 

Before I conclude, I would say, for 
.aome time past, a well-organised, 
8)'stematic campaign of character 
assassination against me is gOing on. 
The Opposition, specially two or 
three parties, in the country has been 
playing a dominant role in that, 
whether it is in Patna or Delhi or in 
Calcutta. Everywhere, some kind of a 
campaign is going on. I must :>8Y tbat 
Whatever programmes are ·'Jelng 
carried out by me will be carried out 
Without any fear or anything. (Inter 
mptiona) 
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We adjourn to reassemble again 
tomorrow at 11-80 A.M. 

18 hrI. 

'!1M LeJc S-bha thM ad;.n&ed &ill 
....... of "e CkH* oa 1'JIandq, 
NcnI8IIIber,., 11'181114.......... 1, 
18911 (Saa). 
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