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DISCUSSION RE. ACCIDENT IN 
THE CHASNALLA COAL MINES 

NEAR DHANBAD

DR. RANEN SEN (Barasat): 
Sir, a t m vy heart and a heart 
lu ll o£ anguish and emotion, \ rise 
•to speak on this Chasnalla disaster. 
It is actually not a disaster but a 
massacre of hundreds of miners. Sir, 
ithe Chasnalla tragedy should rouse 
|the conscience of the people of India, 
the Government of India and the con- 
teemed Ministeries. The Chasnalla 
tragedy has roused the conscience of 
the country which is evident from the 
fact that ordinary people of India, 
trade unions, workers are contributing 
for the relief which is being provided 
to the families of those miners. I 
must also appreciate, first of all, the 
Bihar Government and also other 
State Governments who are* trying 
to come to the help of the distressed 
families. The Government of India is 
trying to help them in many ways. 
Just now “we have heard the report' 
i f  how efforts are being made to de- 
water the submerged horizon, Sir, I 
ilso take this opportunity to thank 
he GoVernm&nts of IIS-S.R. and 
3oland'lwho Came to the rescue of 
hose miners, in fact came to the help 
»f the Indian people.

Sir, I will now come to the actual 
*>int. Sir, it is the worst disaster in 
he history of coal mines in India. It 
9 said—rather it was said—that the 
lumber o f people involved in this 
rould be 372. But I say that the num. 
er of people involved would be much 
lore than 400. Why do I say this? 
<!here were 1100 people who were 
rorking in the pit under the mines. 
30 of them were outside the mines 
t the time of the tragedy. So accord- 
ig to the simple arithmetic, the re- 
aining 400 people were lost—let us 
>pe they are safe and let us hope 
gainst hope. But according to the 
mple arithmetic, 400 people were 
iderground. Then, besides these re- 
llar workers, there were six con- 
actors working in the Chasnalla Coal

ISL#7 bra. *»Iine. Their number was not known. 
We do not know how many contract 
labourers went down or were sent 
down to the pit. Nobody knows. ' 1 
am not going to refer to the news­
paper reports for this. But there is 
a definite suspicion expressed by the 
officials that there were many contract 
labourers. The contract labourers are 
worse than cattle. Nobody cares for 
them. No register and no record is 
maintained for them. These contract 
labourers are used against the ex­
press recommendations of the Mine 
Safety Organisation. I will come to 
it later. Firstly, much more than 400 
people are involved. Who are the 
owners of this colliery? ilSCO. What 
is their record? In 1973 in this House 
we had more or less chastised Mr. 
Mohan Kumaramangalam for th« 
accident that took place in Jitpur Col­
liery where 48 people died. An en­
quiry commission was set uP under 
the chairmanship of Shri R. C. Dutt 
and some recommendations were 
made but none of them was imple­
mented in any mine. This also was 
an IISCO mine.

What is the history of this mine’  
In the last 50 years, it ha* changed 
hands several times and abandoned. 
Long before when Mr. Mukherjee was 
a big man, he got a loan of Rs. 40 
crores from the World Bank to mo­
dernise it. It was long back and so 
I cannot quote from any record I 
can quote only from the newspaper. 
Nobody knows what renovations were 
made, but the expert officer made a 
report to the IlSCO Coal Division 
Director Board that one horizon of 
this mine should be abandoned at 
least. This has also appeared in the 
newspapers and has not been con­
tradicted so far. Of course, enquiry 
will be made and truth will come 
out. But today I ask; In January 73, 
coal mines were nationalised. IISCO 
was taken over and along with that 
this captive mine also was taken over. 
At that time did the Steel & Mines 
Ministry find out whether any Such 
report is there? They have experts. 
When a( unit i$ taken over, a thorough 
examination is made. Did they find
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out what i&ihe position of this captive 
|une? 23tree years ago the Jitpur 
colliery disaster took place, which was 
also a captive mine under XI&CO. Now 
the dhasnafta disaster has taken place. 
The responsibility lies squarely on 
the Steel & Mines Ministry for negli­
gence and dereliction o f duty. Human 
lives are not play things.

X would like to put the whole res­
ponsibility on the Energy Ministry 
and the Finance Ministry, j  am not 
|juite sure about this thing but I want 
to  put before the Minister whether 
it is a fact that there was a report by 
the DGMs that number one horizon 
should not be worked. I know that 

-the officer made jthat statement to 
the newspapers. Secondly, whether it 
is a fact that such de-watering before 
working up the horizon was recom­
mended? Thirdly, when the contrac­
tor’s labourers were sent down, was 
there not water inside? My report 
says that there is heavy seepage of 
water. Whether there was any re­
commendation for prior de-watering 
before working the mines? Coal mines 
ha^e become death pits for the miners. 
On 8th January, 1976, I had put a 
V estion  to the Labour Minister be­
cause the DGMS comes under his 
jurisdiction After the Chasnalla 
disaster, within a few days another 
disaster has taken place in Sitapur 
tolliery. As i have already said, hu­
man lives in our country have no 
value Miners job  is to produce more 
for the country but observance of 
safety rules is nobody’s business. 
Neither Mr. K. C. Pant nor Shri H/a- 
ghunatha Reddy are bothered about
that.

The labour leaders sitting on the 
Congress benches w ill bear me out 
that a court of inquiry has recommen­
ded banning of contract labour 
but this is still going on. There is 
great deterioration in the safety mea­
sures during the last two years. I 
only quote two years accidents— 1973 
and 1975. These are from the Gov­
ernment reports. In 1973, 243 people 
were involved and in 1975, 277 people 
excluding Chasnalla disaster, were

involved. If we include Chasnalla, it 
comes to 700 or 800 people. Why? 
Because there is no safety rule ob­
served in the coal mines. What is the 
position now? Here j  have got a 
paper cutting. The Director General, 
Mr. B. N. Bhatt, Eastern Eegicm says 
that he has only 20 Safety Officers 
to look after the safety of 1,70,000 
workers. A  Welfare State talking of 
socialism and socialistic pattern of 
society, does not have money to em­
ploy more officers for safety of miners.

As I had said, Mr. Pant and the 
Government of India are interested 
only in raising coal, and the workers 
are raising it at the cost o f their 
lives. I now quote from the note given 
by the Coal Mines Officers’ Associa­
tion to the Committee to review the 
Mines Safety law. It says:

"After nationalization, the sup­
ply of protective equipments, 
capital stores etc., is not up to 
the desired standard.*’

One would say that these officers 
were against nationalization. I know 
that not all officers were against; but 
some were. But I quote Mr. Kanti 
Mehta, whose statement has come 
out. He has said that even before 
Independence, conditions inside the 
coal mines were horrible and there 
has not been desired improvement. He 
belongs to the Congress; foe is an 
INTUC leader. There is no doubt that 
the safety measures art observed 
more in violation than in observance.

Now about the supervisory staff 
who are not so much of higher-ups or 
very big bosses. In a note to th© above 
committee on 23-12-1975 from their 
association i.e. 4 days before this 
Chasnalla, disaster and 5 days after 
the Chinakuri disaster, they have said 
—and I quote;

“All safety provisions have been 
ignored and mines are work­
ed in violation of them,”

Their own officers are saying this. 
I do not find Mr. K. C. Pant here.
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[Dr. Hanen Sen],
Probably he thought that Mr. Chand­
ra jit Yadav will be hammered here; 
but he is more responsible. Mr. Yadav 
is responsible for Chasnalla; but Mr, 
Pant is responsible for 700-odd collier­
ies owned by the Government of India. 
More prosecutions by the DGMs are 
taking place lor violation; in 1974 
there were 11 cases of prosecution and 
in 1975, 25 cases. The DGMS has 
blamed the management for the acci­
dents. He has held them responsible. 
They are under-staffed, as I had said 
earlier. Mr. Raghunatha Reddy is not 
here. He is in Rajya Sabha—I am 
told. The mines safety organization 
is directly under him. So many times 
in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, 
in the Labour Consultative Committee 
meetings—whose members are here— 
and in the meetings of the coal saiety 
organization, the trade unions have 
said that the mines safety organiza­
tion had to be strengthened. It is 
under-staffed. It is said that money 
is not available. Mr. Subramaniam 
and his predecessors could not get 
money to appoint qualified officers as 
mines safety officers. This fellow 
DGMS laments that in the whole of 
the eastern region, for 170,000 workers, 
he has got only 20 officers. I cannot 
read the whole statement. He says 
that his officers can visit one mine 
after a lapse of six months. This is 
the position. That poor fellow may 
also be responsible for many acts of 
commission and omission. I don’t hold 
brief for him. But this is what he 
has said. Nobody has contradicted it. 
He has said it in Calcutta and in 
Dhanbad. In October 1974 such a 
dangerous thing took place. It was 
an underground explosion in the Rani- 
pur colliery. The DGMS put the blame 
squarely on the management then. 
After Jitpur accident, Mr. R. C. Dutt 
had made some recommendations. In 
this House, the Ministry of Energy, 
when asked a question, replied that 
those were under consideration. The 
Government go on considering recom­
mendations of such commissions and 
committees. They do not take any 
step and people die. They die in hun­
dreds every year. The Finance Minis­

try has no money and so the Labour
Department cannot employ proper 
persons. The only business o f  the 
Energy Ministry seems to be to raise 
coal; not to see about the safety o l 
the workers. Shri Pant should have 
been here during this discussion. But, 
unfortunately, he ia not present here.

Three safety conferences have taken 
place between 1958 and 1973 and they 
have made recommendations like the 
appointment of proper inspectors, & 
number of inspections by the officers 
of the DGMS, etc. Any number Of 
recommendations have been made. 
One of the recommendations was that 
the representatives of the trade unions, 
irrespective of political affiliations, 
should be associated with mines 
safety organisation^ That has been 
the demand of the INTUC, AlTUC and 
all the other trade union organisations, 
whether affiliated to the central or­
ganisation or not. Yet, Government is 
still thinking over that, i am told that 
in certain collieries in Bihar apd 
Bengal, even though the workers have 
made this demand and the mines 
safety organisation has been vocifier- 
ously demanding it, no worker has 
been associated with it. Should not 
the trade union workers be involved 
m it? But the bureaucracy does not 
like that.

The DGMS in a statement earlier 
had statd that rescue operators, etc., 
are not always available. Look at the 
Chasnalla The newspapers reported 
that the Government of India had to 
bring pumps for de-watering from 
Poona. Even though Dhanbad and 
Asansol are two big colliery areas 
producing the best coal in our country, 
proper pumps are not available in 
that area and had to be brought from 
Poona. I am told on enquiries that 
smaller pumps are available in that 
area. I say that the mines safety 
organisation of the Government of 
India should be equipped with at least 
the minimum requirements to meet 
such exigencies. Yet, the fact remains 
that we had to bring pumps from 
Poona and, ultimately, from USSR 
and Poland.
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The safety conferences between 
1958 and 1973 made certain recom­
mendations. But none 0f  them has 
been implemented so far. The third 
safety conference took place at Cal­
cutta and the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal was ask^d to make a speech.
In the course of his speech, he asked 
what was the use of mak­
ing recommendations when those 
recommendations were not im­
plemented. Our Chief Minister, Shri 
Ray, is not very famous for his very 
progressive or very socialistic outlook. 
Yet, when he found that none of the 
recommendations of the safety confer­
ences has been either accepted or im­
plemented, he was forced to ask: what 
was the use of holding these confer­
ences.

Even though the R. C. Dutt commis­
sion made its recommendation in 1973, 
as far as I know, it is still under exa­
mination I say that four Ministries 
are responsible for this Chasnala dis­
aster, namely, the Ministry of Steel 
and Mines, the Ministry of Labour, 
the Ministry of Energy and the Minis­
try of Finance. They are playing with 
the lives of the people. I must say 
that I have no personal grudge against 
Shri Yadav. As soon as the Chasnala 
disaster occurred, he went there, stay­
ed for a couple of hours and smce the 
atmosphere was not congenial, he 
went to Chandigarh where there was 
much cooler atmosphere. I say it is 
true. Let him deny whether for three 
days he was staying in Chandigarh 
or not? If it is not true, I will sue 
the newspaper which has made this 
report. The presence of the Minister 
was necessary when atleast 372 deaths 
were apprehended.

As I said, we are playing with the 
lives of the workmen. The Mines 
Amendment Bill was passed unani­
mously by the Joint Select Committee 
in the year 1973. Even the Govern­
ment side agreed to that. There are 
Members here who were the Members 
o f the Joint Select Committee in 1973. 
They made certain recommendations 
in regard to safety measures. This 
Joint Select Committee consisted of

Members of botfc House# of Parlia­
ment. That Amendment Bill haa, 
never seen the light of the day.

Who sabotaged it. D.G.M.S. made 
a statement on the 24th February, 1975, 
that means after waiting nearly for 
1$ years, that the Bill was facing 
some trouble from vested interests. 
"Who were the vested interests? This 
was a newspaper report. Nobody con­
tradicted it; nobody hauled him up for 
making such a statement, such a 
damaging statement. I say it is good 
that the ex-gratia payment is being 
made to the families of the affected 
persons. The mine is being dewater­
ed. We are hoping against hope that 
some lives will be saved. But no 
amount of money can bring back the 
death to life. The Chasnalla disaster 
is a sad chapter m the history of free 
India.

I say let there be a thorough en­
quiry into the Chasnala affairs X 
quote a statement from the President 
of Burdwan District Congress Com­
mittee. Mr. Pramanik, President, 
Burdwan District, Congress Committee, 
Asansol ig under Burdwan District. 
Therefore, that gentleman was very 
much worried. Five or six days be­
fore, a disaster took place and that 
took place in Asansol area. He says 
in Calcutta on 7th January} 1976;

“Collieries were n0 more safe than
Chasnala, where nearly 300 mines
were trapped below pit in floods and
subsidence.”

Mr. Pramanik said the mines at 
Chinakuri where the disaster took 
place on the 18th of December and the 
adjacent coal belt, as well as mines in 
the Kulti region, were all not quite 
safe.

It means a very big portion of Asan­
sol area was not quite safe. This 
gentleman is worried. According to 
other sources, a fire had been raging 
for 15 years. That is nothing new. He 
further says:
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‘"£hle entkp situation in the coal 

belt should be examined thoroughly 
and steps initiated early to prevent 
a re-occurrence o f the kind of cal&~ 
mity that took much a heavy toll of 
life at Cfaag Nala”

As for a* the nationalised mines are 
oncerned, the whole position has to 
e gone through, and in co-operation 
'ith th« trade unions, this enquiry has 
) be jpade in regard to all the collie- 
es and see whether the safety tnea- 
itres are followed or not, who are 
;sponsible for not implementing 
iem?

When the Chas Nala Enquiry Com- 
ittee was set up, the A ll India Trade 
nion Congress wrote a letter to the 
mister that the workers’ representa- 
'es should be there as assessors

I have no grudge against the INTUC.
3o not know whether they have also 
ade that demand. But we ha^ made 
at demand. The Steel and Labour 
jnistriea did not And it necessary to 
lociatf the AITUC in this thing, 
iwevejr, that is not a very big thing, 
t the truth come out. But I say 
it a thorough inquiry has to be 
de into all the coal mines that exist 
India if we want to avert further 
aster.

n the end, I offer my sympathy to 
suffering people and their families

o are suffering so much because we 
ild do very little for them.

*rmtr«J srof (sresrre) : 
m  ‘armrwT
f%rq[ itffa gran % fkq w w  % 
t f t 1 1

tfsft sft ’sptsftrT mz?
m  27 ?TTflr<3 JTPT S{ft fa?ft %ttK 
pr % f t  WmqTeTT m  28

w  «t?r ^ r r  | i arfi 
*pt*rw % sftfr f t
^fffap 28 ?TRt*I ^

12, 1976 Accident in Chtmffllb ii6  
Coal Mine# (Disc.)

fo r  «tt sftr t & Q ,  
src*r fPusff «trt, sW r
^rfcf^cff % *rt  t  f*r
m  \ q $  i I? <r^r
is  tft v tf^ r

s fk  % 3fi£T *rg%, ^  ^  %
f̂ rtr aft m % f w  arr mw
«tt q f ^  *ft, ^  f ’srri
ararfq* q fm  arr i^^rnr ^ ft  %
apt sft*r qror Tf srtr

qT̂ r f t  ?fft, ifoETT
=5|t|  ^  sfTt̂ r ft, #>?r 

f t  *rr ft, *rsr
wtnr % 1 ^ *Ft «r=nrr s rt fcnrr 
vta: ^ft i Srfar* ^  ^
fw rc  q ft 1 ?mt ^  qrift 3fr 
srrqr f̂ nr̂ rV, ^frr f% q r r ^ r  ^  
* *mm, f̂t Tnft |  1% 
^  f1rr?3r?r ^ ^rrot
t  ar̂ r f t  «n r̂t

m z rm  r̂rarr | f̂ F ^ tr^
^  ^  li ’TFfr ?rru ?fr% w r
?fh: ST* % SRT SR-RTft 7^ ^  |

f̂t xm ^  ^
f̂t 5pft n̂rft I | srr* cTT ^  f̂t 

^t^f??ftS 372«TF? f̂t  ̂ 1 %f%=T
»nft srrfafTfr^ ?rtr *rt ^  ^ r r  
fjT?rt *ftt «TTf ?rrf«r-
sFTfr:  ̂ crk <rr ^  w  t  %  3 7 2

fa *  % ?rr*T srawnr ^  ^ % «r?rm
vft ^  «TF̂ ft ff «JT 372 if ^
<5*  ?rr̂ fir ^  | r̂pft 375  ^t J!t̂ T 
w zm i wwt 1 1 ^  %"ft»r*ft
1 1 ^ 1 frr «Ff%cT in-
# 3 ^  ?fJ%q ?ĵ r 42
*rrc*ft #  ^  ^ # arrft
m  $  if f  s&rct % <r r̂t 1 $#<&* 
% ^ 9: fTffrs ^
K^^t ^ttTto: fn ^ r # 1 »ft i$r
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I  t o r  W m m  *•%?*

<* ^prftPTf# f t *  s s ! f  i *  fWt
f(T $3^  ^ S T  £ 3rsfff% ^T% qfrgTT 
*w ff *r*fr tfr %rm ft far t  f̂tfara-

ft 1

3 T f f  T T  T T ^ T  %  T F T  | { T  J  1

f% 3  1 w  w  srfc 
s n f t  f a i r  * r ^ f t  * c r * n t « r f ^  g t f  ? j t t  

%  v x  %  ^  * r > f f  v t  «  t o n  |  1 

f t r r ^  4>nr^r % ^  ^
* W  ? f  1 m s r q %  3f t  %  ? n %  ^ ? ? t  * r  

S T O t fe jT  ft I STJR ^  ifT % tfP ftf  
W r'i 9trt *Ttrr ?rt t  % far**
TTft Trf I 5TT3T VX %?RT % ® %
% «rre, fa? srnr t o t  ft far *rrt 

^  * t  £ t  ? r $ r  s n *  ? r ? r r t  t f t  ^ t c t  b f  

*rf ft, ■̂<tspt arf̂ rernr ^tOwm f t

34>d'T |  trf^T p3RT ^  'TjT? §  t
9TTST ftr^TR f  fT t  ^ T  TTrnff 3*  
farm srft 1 <r*fV ^  ^  ^  T̂n
ft far ^ r  ?n$ 5ft ig t& m  ft 
^  m %  s W  ?ror s T ft  w f ^ r  * f t  % 
W t  ft I ?T*ft T?T STTcT r̂t qrtf ? r ^ t  
^  ft far $?T % SRTT «HlTt»T «T I
*FT 1 9 4 8  t  ^  STT* ^ t *  i t  n f  «ft 
f3RT ^  STR  ^  <tT#ft 1TTT f  *TT «TT q V  
1 9 4 5  TT ^ n p T  # IT R  * T W  «TT I 3 * fr  

^JTR <R7ST 5FT trrSTTT W TW ^ ’3?T% 
5t^ ?ft% ^  % T̂TT
f t  T fT  *TT I % 3fTT̂ T
f t  T^T «TT ^faPT f> !J S 3 R  ^  

8 0  tfite ^ < W t| WT?ft I  I 
8 0  3FT f j y y  t f t  ^Wr snft t  1 
xrr^f^r f^?r# ^ stf* 60
?tV?t  f w  | i ^*r% «rw tft fr
ŜHTR T̂ 3T«T qsffafFT tft WPT VTf rft ^ T  

T * f f ? r ^  t i t  i i f  f a r  m  s o ^ n  i r j t ,  

1 6 0  tRte % g m rt t r k  q r  
^TTT ^ 3 T  «TT i 5 ^ R ' f t  ?T

?ran?r 
ft far ^*t f ^ r r  f r  *rr so 
^  €r m  f«T ^ r  ?cr?rrt r̂rcft | 
v)r ^  w  «ft ^fffar ^  45 % ?rw 
% ?rr£rR q r  «rT 1 vn ¥?r^> ?ft t o  *tc t 
^t 5TT Pbt *rrf%? ssgf^rir
1 1 cr^r wrrf ?n^ f̂rfqT #, 5T?ft?r fr 
w e t  ^  ^ f t t ;  % m  % an  ̂ =̂r
% f> *  ^  ^ Wk t̂?T % 55TT̂ J
^  ^ 1 ?ttt ^  fr^trr r̂r sro »fr jw  

*nrr ft 1 stjt ^n ft «  f T ^  m?ft f  
far ir^r w f r  tft *fr ^rcv^fb r 
% t%cr ^rrf%r smf ^ r ®Ft 
^  I  1 ^ t r t  ^  wnrr 't t t o w  *r? *pt 
^ ^ ttw  fpr % qffcTfr «  ?rf«r^ ^ >?rr 
P m ^ r vtfam ^  I  I ÊT I  
^ftr *ft «rr?T9rJT f tm  ft far ^  ?nfr 

v t ^ tt ft ?rh: ^ r «  ^  fnr
*rw t ft i

ITfT 470 ^  qT?ft «pr IT^^rVFT^Y
ti\x ^  r̂r strrsrrT so ft, # t« rf 
vft ?«rm rfw  | far ^ r  %■ «ramr
7̂ wry % %ft gwffrfcff f t  1 

q f  «fV 9f?rm  a im  ft f V  i 9 6 8 ^ t c * r  
??r qr?fy wr> fa*ra% ift fftfarw 

2fft ^rf, §ffar?r TpfV % «r>5T 
% w s  5tw ^  »nff 5>rr 9r^pT , 
ftf?*T f ^  w»ft gft »r»ff ^ft 1 3̂ : r  
tptV f w w  ?rt r̂t»rr «m 
^  ir ^  Tr?ft f^T »nrr 1 ^ r  
% ^ r  t?: ^  * m  t t  w
«?Rt ?TfT % »nr^:t ^  ferr wm 1

«rwr«flr iifhnr, vn^rr ^ ^?r ?n^ 
¥ t % 5pm Tt ^  VT ?̂rr
m ff#  «tt, vfffar ffnrn % *F jtfrt**r 
rTT? % cnpft ftm sr ^ t r f f# « r r  
«t>t  ^ r  % ^fr
^fT ^ r f ^  «ft, ^farsr wrft 
irrfar̂ r f t  w tf *$  «c
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[<#t t <*t sr*Tr*pr fmf]
*rwr *ft #?rt smft ?rft

*rrw % *fr*r ift ^  
ftor *Ft ar̂ ar % 3ft aft* *rr t o p  ffaT 
| «*§ vift ?r srsr r̂?rr |, s?r 
w r afrm'i Sr fq^TT tft snsr v t
f - ^ r  *?t 5«T?qrTT aritft f  i 
W  ftrt n f ar^fl- *> |  for

s  fo r m t  £  w* ftrwr 3 
^?r ? R f *?t ®r ftrsr ft jstctjt
$  ^ T w r^  ? rV ^ r  i

w ft  ^*rr fsjr *rr^q- *rsft oft %
% ScraTirr 10  srnar ifsnr ?r*ft ^?r*r 
srfaf?^ tftT* ?fmr «rr, ?rfar?T *m  

f^r m*r w  *rtT*r *fj7 
■^t *tot ftor, ssrffa; *r$T ?r tftTar '̂tctt 
*n, ^r q-njpr ^  ?> ^ r  £ t

# srrq- ^ r  «qr?r 195 8 Sr 1973 
% afta % f f  cfr̂ r #rat *rr*fc*ar*ift 

f^rr^rr srrfflT g 
^  sft *ft fa r ^ M  >rf #  srtsr <t*p 
^  #  SPT'frfe ?r|t- f f ,  *nrfr
^  ?nrw ftosrfrir *tt ’t w  «ft ?r>
*  sft <rr?T zfr it k ĵ  tft <r zT $  
v h : s?r s m  art stilts aptqf^r «ft, t  
*ft »T f̂ aft I f?lT* trf W f f  Tt *Tf

t  f̂ FT fsTrFft f> ft  I ,
^  ^ ^  60 srfa*ra £  ftrT?r^ 
l> ft  t  * r &  % f*n% ?r ̂ rft f
*rfa ^5T vt w*^ft 2Tt 3THT ?Tt
^  fefft ^c^mrt vt *fr?V^  

Tt^r 3TT r̂spcTT t  I TTjp t r f W  
% #5  5Bf3*rwf *lft ^T5T

^ft «ft ^ n rr  «rr f>F srf?m'
HfjJTnft % spr.T̂ r 20 wm #?r w*x 

-*xtez $ $  f ,  f a m  ^  ^
% ^ f T i t  7 5 ?rf?T?Tcr sftTi^rr ^rr*t^ t t  

r̂̂ rarar ^  t  sNf t  Tv grrarf
%  spnr t  ?>rr msnft |

7 5  srPcRT r̂ wrr^rwr wr ^ w fr r t  1

1 9 6 6  trap s trV W T f^  s r f W ^

fa m  wm v r  i m  % v j w e  ^»r 
ffftwrir %% % f?w  v V w w  w  
£, srfwww % ?ft W JT fW  % arrant 
v t  iw  ?r » % ^r 30 f f fc jw  ?rWf

ft ?F?nr 3ft »rf 1 tfpr % %
f m m  Ir *r*r 78 W t^ r
72 fW t % aft -̂ it qr % 3TTT
?rr«riTr?T ^ r r f^  1 #f^r?r aw
# ^ ^ 7 5 T  ^ r  ??cT3rnr ^ h r r t  eft

apr 5rt ^? rr | ,  ^
3 r ^  f t  TO t t ,  arfcr q r
m»r ?r»r strtV I  ?ftT sr̂ cr m i x
ô TT?̂  fa'FE'te f t  3rr?TT I
w k  ^  f W t ?  ^  f̂ft 5?f2:?Trqr 
f t  3TRft t  I ^  f̂?2TT-

mifft f ^ ? r  ^rf^ tr *$%
3>ft, ^T, 7 ^  % q’pft frr ?5T5TTJT,®?r 
?rtT *r$z s r it^  % f w  *?r,

?rrT *r#t 5> 'tft I ,  ^  ^ r
5T^t f t  TTcfr I  I 5Wf5PT

5 rfj*TW f t  aTRft ft I
*n>trsr y s z w  t

% 24 vrr*ft, rrf^JT ir % 12, T^rnr,
% 17>T*£f*TT?r*: 2 7(̂ rTTSr^r% 2 l r 
w % 6 ^rrf^rr % 6 , ^pcrc£ v r 1, 
ssftT Trarwr?r ^ r  1, irr^ft 115 «rr^*ft 
tftT 260  s rw rt f^ frT  % «r 1 ^?r
sT^rT f? r 375 wir^ft ^
f s r ^ r  ^  ^  f  1 

# q ift W3RT ’Pt cTT’TJ ^  ^ r w T ^ r  
sjtpt frr̂ rt%rer wrT̂ rr ^rf?rT
TTWZ 1972 ^  ^TT, 3ft$£

ap-Jr̂ r afft FTTti 1973 ^  T^t 
I ,  v t  5r»ft 'th t ^ T 5??rr^rff^ 1

apr #̂9TJT ^  % STSTfST % STT'T
% w n ^fw r, srrsr 
gft % fftTO  v t  f»p t jv  ?rr^*ft 3 r tf^  
iftfJWT f¥ 5TT «TT &B «PT 1 Him 
^qtrr fw r  grrtriTT 1 
%wz 1936 vr | fanr % ipj^rrtaft
5 0 0 ^® T iW  ^  10, 00,0 ^®
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iPT I IP !T  VI^*T
<rra*r fosrr *ft *m?r> qfor?rr sr?R 
% *ft  *Tf v r
$rfa*r ^  f>rr 1 1936
% ^r> ^ 0  t f t  «tV 1 0 , 0 0 0 * °  v t  
^  *r t f T / r f a  f t a r  ^ r% 5  %ftx 
«fft *fta?rr wsr^c % frrq *[qranr
* f t  fjra rffar ^ T T t 1 srr^r
m i  *r * w  |  ?ft
W  50 ,000  fa?TcTT |,
s?tT f*rrf ^ rs r  *r ^  ^  %■ g-srfjm 
* r t  qr*> ?rrer f \  srtT irsp <*r r  
*0 % ?fr mwftor
■5fV % inrraesnfe fcqr  & 1 ?mrrr f̂t 
^ T f ^  far s *ft f^RTsr 5r *fcroT  
^  TT3T|Tf % TT̂ TTTt *Pt VF* *T $8TT
f%*rr srrcr 1 stH f r  Jm
^  f%  0̂ «!fV*fftrr ?r T# ’ f ¥  500* °  
r̂r% f t  JTjirrBrsrr f a w ,  g’frff eirrcr 

Tt ^  1 îfffsFr TsrTr̂ T % 
m  4%3tt tfr qrrcrrtirfc 

^rf *rrq- eft ^ fr ir t  ^ r
f V  ?Tft i  *Tf STTTOTT 3TT f̂V

^ r f f £  1 * m  rfr f ? r # ^  |  f a  jp t  
t f t  s i r w r  f t f t  f a *  

*r *nr *r>»ff vr f t  1 5#??rr
ft%  qT % snfsrcff v> TVO-faerST 
% s rta tff fa^rrr =arr%*, ?n*rr s f t f s ^ r  

^  sra*r*f f>  srre sft $ *p m r* r t
«ras*TT f f f t  c m  #%pfV
v t  cTTf ?r ?r*r¥ ^T?rr ^rff?f fap 
^tj^nr?cr 5ft<fT *rt ^  vc\i\ f:r 
f  sr $> w% i

>̂T5T m  s^wnr vttrm  
wnrvr%$w*% fsF^Tf 1 

^  wrw n m  m  1 1 ir f? r fa w  25^0 
^ s t r  t o t  * r f ^  1 

x w t  i t /  ^  »rt v ^ r f  f t r  # 9 t t  
q r i ^  «frr^r wwfrr^tTnr | 

v> f ^ ?rr  «rff t f  »rf j  1

3*r »tft ?TTwrrT ?rrsr-j^F9r *rr«T?ft 
| 1 sftT Jv ftv ir  «pr *nr iq ’TTnnr 
ap^r wrr t  * =̂T ^  fffrfr  
$ ta r  =rr% ^ fs n r ^  ^rnr f T T T r ^ r
^  1 q lT  iflr,%rv*r
? f t ^  # c r  ?rn m  qft fsRiiTfw % « r t  
?rrT *Pt ?TR-j^ft^5r »rr^r w r  1

w vw x  f^  s?r v t
^f^?r f«rr?r f w  ^ r  v> *T3T̂ ?r 
t o r  m  fwwft ^  m
?r>T 3-ff %■ ^TTWfW'T cT
f t  1 srnsr ^r^rr ̂ r* r  % ^r^Tf
r̂ ^  ^TT°rr f t  »rf | fv  «r^ f«r«Tnr

jjrr jprr̂ r f t  ^ r  | gfr
fw^rr srf *r ^r ^rrf % *r
ftr lT  t  I ?TT ^r^TrT *t ??T^t TT3f^T

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEB 
(Howrah): While the debate is taking 
place here, the unfortunate miners are 
still under the mines trapped and 
their families are still uncertain about 
the fate of their men. But, generally, 
it is to be accepted that nobody will 
survive.

Now, it is admitted by all that this 
is the worst tragedy, the worst disaster 
in the collieries of India. This tra­
gedy has taken place under conditions 
of emergency. The government is 
declaring that a New Era has started, 
an era of discipline, an era of produc­
tion, an era of advancement has be­
gun, but the worst tragedy took place 
in this era. Why? Why did under 
this new era this worst tragedy take 
place? According to my assessment 
of the situation, it is because of the 
bureaucratic implementation of these 
tw0 slogans, ‘More production’ and 
'Discipline’ I visited Chasnala On the 
30th. I met my friend, Shri R. N. 
Sharma there and I am thankful that 
he helped me and with his assistance, 
I got some overall idea of the situa­
tion there. The reports I got I want 
to place here,

The workers of the night shift on 
the 26th struck work in protest against 
the order of blasting coal there. This
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piece of information has never seen 
the light of t&e day I was told by 
the friend who is the President of the 
local INTUC who helped me in seeing 
these spots that written protest was 
submitted to the local management 
against the order of cutting coal near 
that wall but for fear of discipline—  
as it is emergency now—and for fear 
that they will be charge-sheeted and 
w ill toe suspended* they could 
not defy the order. So, they 
had to succumb to discipline and it is 
the conviction of the workers theie 
with whom I had talkg that it was 
this overworking of the mine neglect­
ing warning that had caused this tra­
gedy. Maybe so. After investigation 
what will come into the report or the 
document, I do not know, but I was 
told this by that friend—Mr. Nisar 
Ahmed, INTUC President of the local 
unit who accompanied me at the re­
quest of Mr. Sharmaji. He told me 
that there is record in writing that the 
workers protested because they have 
some horse-sense about safety, they 
know and they have experience and 
that is why they have objected

SHRI R. N. SHARMA: That will be 
used in the Court of Inquiry.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE; May 
be, But I am placing this before the 
Minister and before the House.

I have also been told that one Over­
seer gave in writing a warning that 
this wall may collapse any day.

SHRI R. N SHARMA: There is no 
Overseer m the coal-mines.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: What, 
ever it is, I am placing before you 
what I heard there.......

SHRI DASARATHA DEB (Tripura 
East): Maybe some other functionary, 
if not an overseer.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE; These 
things are getting currency there. It 
is not that I am telling these things 
in order to discredit the Government. 
I am Only placing before you what I

heard there.

This is a very grinr tragedy. With 
all seriousness w« should .discuss al$ 
the doubts which are dominating the 
mmds of the workers there. Now it 
is admitted that the norms- of safety 
had been callously ignored.

16.00 hrs.

The main effort was to step up pro­
duction, let any consequences be 
there—wKether wall collapses or whe­
ther people are entrapped. Mr, Sen, 
an officer over there told me that the 
usual daily production was 450 to 500 
tonnes. From 1st January, the target 
had been fixed to 600 to 700 tonnes.

The officers responsible for all this 
were very much interested in increas­
ing the production.

More production and discipline were 
the two main slogans under emergen­
cy. Safety norms were completely 
ignored and the norms had been com­
pletely violated.

So many other reports have also 
come m the newspaper. Some have' 
been referred by Dr. Ranen Sen and 
some have been referred by ipy friend 
Mr. Sharma. The map was an old 
one. It was shown there in the map 
that the wall was 80 ft. According to 
the Mines Act, the safety barrier 
should be at least 60 meters i.e., 160 
ft. Mr Swammathan, Reporter, Times 
of India has stated, though in the map 
it has been shown as 80' but actually 
it is not 80', it may be 60' or even less 
than that.

I was told that these workers struck 
work in the mid night shift of 26th. 
They refused to cut coal at that point. 
It is also heard that there was some 
blast I do not know whether there 
was actually any blast or not, but 
everybody admitted that there was 
such a big sound, it apeared that there 
was a big blast

As per the Times of India, the quan­
tity of water *gust shows that the 
breach in the wall was more than 8'. 
Water was just on the top of the first
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twm el in the abandoned mine. The 
4epth of the tunnel is 535’ . The depth 
of. the second tunnel is 935’ . The third 

tunnel of depth of 1335’ is not work­
ing now as there is water over there.

I was told that immediately after 
that disaster the attendance register 
was removed and the workers are 
very much suspicious that theie will 
be tampering That is why the wor­
kers got enraged and they assembled 
before the Office of the Manager, Mr. 
O’ *1. 1 was told that that Manager
.trough some of his assistants remov­
ed that attendance register.

Workers’ tempers rose so high that 
they threw stones. Some of the glass 
panes were broken. Police authorities 
came They announced in the mike 
that unless that Attendance Book is 
restored back, everyone responsible 
for removal of the Book will be arrest­
ed. In the afternoon that book was 
jestored back, In that book it is re­
corded that 412 people went under­
ground; 40 came out. But this 40 was 
challeng’d In my presence, the Assis­
tant who helped me, told another offi­
cer He told this in my presence. He 
told him that there are 4 names which 
is nut in the list They are missing; 
they arc still there. The officer was 
asking m*. to see the distribution sys­
tem. He immediately told “>ou give 
me the name, I will check up, whether 
it is correct, whether they were there 
or not/’ So, what 1 bay is, the num­
ber figured in 1he register or the re­
cord of attendance is not absolutely 
correct. Because, I have seen this on 
the spot. From 372 it has now come 
to 375 But, I said, the woikcrs do 
not believe that only 375 have gone 
underground. There are some con­
tractors’ men and the practice is this 
that some of the contractors' men go 
underground without signing any re­
gister. There is one name of a con­
tractor, Ajit Singh but the names of 
his men are not there. So, it is evi­
dent that more men are trapped in 
this tragedy. Sir, the local manage- 
1929 LS—8.

ment, is trying to under-estimate the 
number of these casualties. We know 
their performance for the past so 
many years and you cannot wash away 
these doubts which arise in people’s 
minds

Sir, there is also another threat. I 
am glad that the Sudamdih colliery 
has stopped working from 5th Janu­
ary. I have got information from 
some source which I immediately in­
formed the Minister that any day this 
colliery may face the same disaster. 
There is also a big storage of water 
above it. The seepage is very danger­
ous and there is no proper protection. 
It is good that this colliery has stop­
ped working. There is another col­
liery, Jitpur colliery. It is faced with 
similar danger, similar threat.

Sir, this Chasnalla disaster has high­
lighted some of the basic weaknesses 
and the operation of the dark forces 
there We will know how the dark 
forces are operating. This us. from the 
Times of India of January, 3rd.

‘Miners who eva-de the gangsters 
at pay ofiiccb, are pursued in their 
homes. There is no way to escape 
or redress It is useless to turn to 
the police who allegedly get a cut 
from the big money lenders to look 
the other way. Some policemen are 
als0 alleged to be engaged in money 
lending business. No succour can 
be obtained from security guards at 
the mines who themselves are the 
roughest and cruellest of the money­
lender gangsters. Many of them in 
the old ways were musclemen hired 
by private mine-owners to subdue 
labour After nationalisation they 
have been given a permanent tenure 
as security guards.’

So, Sir, this is the sort of condition 
under which miners have to live 
there. This tragedy has highlighted 
so many things. The machlnety of
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the Director General for Safety of 
Mines has not been strengthened. All 
the recommendations of so many 
Inquiry Committees after the disasters 
have been sabotaged an^ this is not 
something which is an isolated case. 
The mineownerg are very powerful 
and they can sabotage any recommen­
dation, because they are living in a 
capitalist system; the Government 
defends that capitalist system, though 
talking of Socialism.

That is why I say all these vested 
interests have very strong hold on the 
machinery of the Government. Al­
though we may shout here, I have no 
confidence that there will be any big 
remedies found after this disaster. I 
may say that we are going to see far 
more disasters in future.

MR, SPEAKER: You must conclude 
with this.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: I am 
concluding. I agree with what my 
friend Shri Sharma has said with re­
gard to relief. Government should 
give its serious thought to change the 
Act and provide for more relief so 
that the people, throughout their lives, 
have been rehabilitated. Those who 
are the victims of this tragedy are 
now getting the attention but those 
who are losing their jobs now because 
of the closure of the mines should not 
also be neglected and confidence has 
to be created among all the employees 
and throughout the country. And 
Government must act very very seri­
ously to observe all the safety rules 
and bring before the House the Bill 
already amended and recommended 
by the Joint Committee without delay. 
1 pay my homage to all those victims 
who are still in the trapped mine and 
my sympathies go to the families who 
have become the worst sufferers.

MB. SPEAKER; Mr. Damodar 
Pandey. Beuue you sWil, I would re­
p e a t  til* bon. Member to kindly con­

fine his remarks only to ten minutes 
because, if he exceeds that. 1 am 
sorry 1 shall have to exclude many 
more Members. So, in order to in­
clude as many Members as possible* 
kindly confine your remarks to these 
ten minutes,

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA (Aurangabad;: Will it apply 
to the Members of the Opposition also?

MR. SPEAKER: The Opposition
have their time. In the case of Shri 
Samar Mukherjee, I have given him 
more time than what was due to hia 
party

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA: There are two speakers from 
the Opposition side.

MR. SPEAKER: That is right. Nowr 
Mr. Damodar Pandey.

TT<rj (^RtSTTTT) : 
s j w &t  3fr
f f  I , '3TT I f !  I

-jTT̂ r % it ^  m  *fr
f  ® fariterct ^Tvfr *Tf % 1 v i f m  

w i t  crT sf^tt <rf̂ Tfr
% 1 #  5*r ® ^

w  w r  *r t o  ^
srcfc 1 ?rf^r 5
fj fa  STR cfrr 3FT aft 

forq-̂ T I  I

TT3f|T 5FT1T SFTJT I  I ^
I , ^  *rra,

v m z  1 9 7 5  f *  f^P TT^r *T aft 
f t  ^  *  2 7 5  3 0 0

| tfK  WTW 1500 WWft
qvfitX ft* | \ f a
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r ro  ^  sfrc 
«#t flltf, % *<TTirr I , VX *TRHI t  5TW 
^  f t  TTip e r  ^
§ O T  1 1 % r a t  s f r r t R ^ r  f f  1 f a f a r f r  

%  ^ g r t  q - T  a r m t a  f f  1 *

4 k  $  ^ F r T O t ’  ^ r f ,  

s r n r  ? R 7  * m r r  ^ t t  ^  ^

f ^ r  t r t  | t

STTT % $m  I  f^T 5TT3T T̂T f w r  
inrrt % tjrt grt tft s^t

% f ^ » T  ? T T < § f v r r t t  * 3 3 T < T  T T ’ 3T ^ T  

3 f t  5 r ? R T %  %  w &  ^ f o p T  * F T

t ,  *  ? T T T  T i r  * 3  W R

Trfasfof, 3^ 5ft tr̂ T 
%  * r c r c r  ® r ?  f i * r r  J i T ^ r r  i ,  * r f t  ^  

s n n ^  ^  ^ s r E ^  r ^ f f  t ,  ^  * r  

^ t  %■ ^ P r f a f s n n  * f r  f ©  ^ f r ® , r  £ ,

iffr  ^  fr̂ rr 3j^Tf ^  z tT ^ j  %
f a > T  ’ W  f i T S r t f ^ f T  f ^ T T  m  ? T F  3 ^ T

q r  s * r  * r  § t  1 % t  f ¥  * r  

* *jstt3 fcqr |,
I T ^  s f t r  j j t  ^ r s f f t s T  T J

j t u t t  * t h t  t a r  ^ r , ? T T f ^

i r ^ r  5 T ^  ^ r n r  7 ?  - s r r q - ,  < f r  ^  ^  f e ^ r  

T T  ^  z i  f r7 *  ^ ? T  T T  3 f T  f  3  t f t

a m ,  q - f ^ T T  s f t w  ^ r f r  T | i r r f

s * r  ^ T v r r  |  1 ^  i t t t s t

S R T *  T T S f ^ ^ f  s p >  *  1 #

% m«T STUT̂  T̂CrTT ^  fepTIT
I T  ^ r t  f t  ? r k  £  f a i r  

f a s r f T ^  t o r  < r r £ i

SlIRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA (Aurangabad), Mr Speaker, 
Sir, as has been stated by the previous 
speakers, it is clear that this disaster 
in the mining industry has displayed 
how illequipped we are to meet such a 
situation. The Minister has stated 
that one million gallons of water is

seeping everyday in the mine. There­
fore, there must have been some 
arrangement for dewatering.

Besides that in 1S56 a similar disas­
ter took place when the roof of th® 
Barodome mine collapsed due to heavy 
rainfall on the surface entrapping thir­
ty-nine persons. Dewatering had been 
done and after 19 days 11 persons 
were foun^ to be alive as they found 
shelter in an air pocket. With that 
hope dewatering has been done here 
also but it has taken a long time and 
we had to ask for help from Soviet 
Union, Poland and other countries 
No doubt, they readily agreed to send 
high-powered pumps for which we 
are grateful to them. But, Sir, is it 
not a sad commentary on us that des­
pite such accidents in the past we 
have not made adequate provision for 
high-powered pumps in the event of 
such a calamity.

Secondly, it has been admitted that 
the authorities had left or were leav­
ing nearly 80 feet layer when the Cen­
tral Mining Research Station on a re­
ference by them in an earlier cases ad­
vised them to leave the safe distance 
of 160 feet between the two workings. 
The content that this was a ‘develop­
mental colliery’ not intended for extr­
action of coal is not intelligible to me 
and to many other persons in the coun­
try Even in this case there would be 
biasing and evtraction of coal. There­
fore, I would like to say that the min­
ing authorities have shown criminal 
negligence on their part in not consult­
ing the Central Mining Research Sta­
tion or for that matter the Director 
General of Mines Safety for advising 
them about the safe distance between 
the two workings.

Then again Mr. Sharma has pointed 
that they did not prepare new maps. 
They were working on the old maps 
and did not know the level of water 
in that khud. They did not know 
whether there werc any gasses in the 
pocket of the mine because there was
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a loud report, an explosion resulting 
into subsidence and flooding of the 
mine. All this point out to one thing 
that we have not been observing the 
safety provisions with care ana con­
cern as is expected of the manage­
ment of a public sector. It has been 
stated by Dr Ranen Sen that three 
safety conferences have made earlier 
certain recommendations which were 
noi implemented and also the courts 
o f enquiry have made certain recom­
mendations which have not been im­
plemented.

Last year, in a seminar, the Director 
General of Mines Safety said that 75 
per cent of these accidents were due 
to non-observance of satety provisions. 
The Health Minister of Bihar, who is 
also a labour leader, stated the other 
day that the disappearance the pre­
vious year of the inspecting staff has 
led to decline in safety standards. 
Why is it so? Is it because the min­
ing authorities have been asked to 
raise the production? Is it because 
they are more anxious to reach the 
target of 12 million tonnes production? 
Is it because, in this particular mine, 
production was lagging and while they 
were trying to make it up with in­
creased efforts, they have ignored the 
safety provisions?

The Court of Enquiry is going into 
this question. But, I was a little am­
azed that the hon. Minister made a 
statement that the safety provisions 
were observed In my opinion, he had 
no business to say so and he should 
not have made that statement. It was 
rather hasty and in my opinion, it will 
tend to pro-empt the findings of the 
Court of Enquiry. In the face of this 
volume of evidence that the safety 
standards have gone down, he should 
not have made this statement. He 
will notice that the inspections are not 
carried out regularly. I wonder whe­
ther these mining authorities had con­
sulted the Director General of Mines 
Safety. Was it not incumbent upon 
this organisation to carry out inspec­
tions? Why did they allow mining 
operations to go on with the layer of

80 ft., as is claimed, although it is 
doubtful whether it was 80 ft. or less?

My friend Dr. Ranen Sen has given 
the answer that this Directorate Gene­
ral of Mines Safety is under-staffed, 
that the pay scales are not attractive 
and that most of the posts are un-fill- 
ed. Some of them have already left 
the organisation or are leaving for 
more lucrative appointments else­
where. This situation should be recti­
fied by Government. I entirely agree 
with Mr R. N. Sharma that Govern­
ment ought to place this organisation 
on a firmer footing by giving them 
adequate pay scales and all that, treat­
ing them as technical personnel and 
requiring the staff to have particular 
qualifications so that the safety stand­
ards could be properly observed.

But, unfortunately, even after na­
tionalisation, we have not become 
safety-conscious. There is no anxiety 
and feeling for the welfare and well­
being of the workers, and if I may 
say so, it has been largely ignored. We 
find that accidents have increased 
after nationalisation. Dr. Ranen Sen 
has already given the figures This is 
largely because oi the fact that ins­
pections are not carried out regularly, 
rules are not observed and the safety 
organisations have also not been acti- 
vised. II I were to believe the hon. 
Minister that the safety provisions are 
there and that the safety organisation 
is functioning, then, there is no need 
for Coal India limited to come out 
with a modern scheme of safety orga­
nisation, which was reported in the 
Statesman recently, after the Chasnalla 
disaster. The Energy Minister has 
also set-up a high-powered committee 
to look into the standards of safety in 
the mines, as if they were all sleeping 
so far and they wanted this grim tra­
gedy to wake them up from their 
slumber or to rouse their conscience 
about the safety of the persons who 
are working in the various mines.

It is a sad commentary on the 
whole system of working in the 
mines. My submission would be that
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whatever may be the findings of the 
court of inquiry, we cannot exone­
rate the management m the public 
sector from their responsibilty and 
duty to see that such disasters do not 
take place, that they are reduced to 
the minimum, if not altogether 
eliminated.

With these words, I join the other 
friends in conveying 0ur sympathies 
to the bereaved families

m ?  t o s t
mrr&r, vwt wzf&r %
% 3ft « [¥ f  f^TT «TT, f̂Vrir 3t?f? *ft

m  fa  Jr v ?  i r  sr tftaw *srpr 
1 fgrrfrr 1 1 

wt, ^  w rr tftr  w i  *r srrtft 
$ i *n ft s f  ^7? % zrrm  gr, wntft 
fa-Jt % s t  «pft fir**
% *T*TR f^TT# |tr | ^fipr ^RRPTT

f f e r r  tt ^  f̂r 
W r J r  f t  ^ t  «mqT
w) T O ft I 2 7 fTfiTET Tf ST?T
^Fift TTtt— 7 3R ^
*re> % f a n - c ?  qRT *nr ^  ?r»r, ^  tfr

TfP̂ TT -TTVTT#
t  tp? f̂ nrr t t  -Tfr ^>fr, 
ir  ^ft ^  ^rfr t t r t  f r  ^  ^  i f r  
2tt 3r*# *n i ztt 7*r % m  ^  % 
W f  ?rte t i  vrj^if ssfVr 5f r ?  T*:
ofr ?mfr = ^ r rc r  ^  q f t '  -it 
srraift, f H t  r̂r gsr ^
T^rt 1

#  «mft «rr, Tfar >ft sr r̂ 
«TT— 3Tfr ^W'TTtTT f f e r  f£  ?>
zfrr, m m  tft, t in  *r%r yg  ^ r  
& «r t̂ SSR ^•TT ffcT^RT ^  I ,
%$rt * f f t  ^ s r r  c^jtt f r  t o t r :
^  site % snrre ’sflT'T tt^ct t t  ftrarcT 
srfT } ,  art 77 •̂ rr
I ,  m m  <rrsr ^r% w# q r

^  f  ̂ rr 1 3ft w tit T P ff
^ I, m  % f  <ror
?r -frrq- r̂r̂ c yr
T ? r  ?  « T ) T  2 4  ^  m  f — ^

# ■ >  f'^twr
^afrfaw ^  ^  ^ r f %
^ ’TTCt ^t, ^  f?To %
m^r f t  £ *rd  *rpqr?r> % cfr^r ^*t *rr
f5T̂ TT TO7R % ^ — 5rs
^  fT<^r «frr w m *r % *rw m  
|q ^ Pit r̂r r̂tT ^  ff $?r% 
®̂ FT«TT rf ?T '?TTT ?T n?' ^̂ 7 3qf=PT 
eft j f  *qT % ?rrfr^ t t  ^srt
zftT i f  f e w  %-rr  ̂ i?f ^fcr arrft 

1
w ^ t Tl, $  -^r srrfT vt

^  ???r g %  ifr  Wt»r ^  ^
frrcr sr7% |— 3 -t #  ^st p r ^ r

f-Ĥ r 375  pft<ft ^  fa r o r
¥TqT I ,  -?*?T 250 % ^

^ -T P T  |  fiTT ^ t  q-fr? ?ft 'Ft ^
1 5 •'T ?TT*r 28 TT srr Tt i; vft? n F M  

q: «r^n *r ^rt r r ^ r  - in  | ,  ^  *m  % 
r̂rr̂ rrf ss  3^rc
i s jnf ^  t t t  o i $  \ vfst ^ t  1 

?  r *  r f  #  *r 7 *f ^ t r - ^  ^a n j|
«T ^  f  I ■JHTTT fT'TTTT 5̂T f̂ PT ^

n  J f r  i 9 st, *r r̂r ^^rtfrr Sr
^  r  '  T T  T T ^  f  W  -T 1  9  %

srr" i i o ifr i  f r r a  ^sr r r  gr^r 
f - T t  T  T H T  #  I '  f  T T  ,  * r r a  | * m T  ^  

t -̂ qi, ?r vr c»̂ r srfcr 
5 lit ’5TT5T ^  4t, fsnsr ^  2*v0 ^  
?rfar szrtef^ srt nt£ f f  «ft 1 268
% ^7'd  ̂ T̂T̂ f̂V jft  ^ ^ T ^ F r T l T  

^  *tjt t  j t  5ffcrpr jTriT #r^ft% *rr^o?rr?o  
TT-i o frro *?t m r  is m # ,  1973 
p - 3 rr -ift f  jt 47  m ^ ft rrt 
$  1 *7̂ r prircr $?r 21 19 7 3
Trt sfr T tt m a n  tit

q f  «ft, w  v r  # #
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f*fr *br< fkB] 
ftt riwpTta ^r?r xrafV 
fJTr?: *rw»r % fanrrar fcsrprr «rr f¥  

£nrt ?rk w  ctt? 
% ^5tjt 5̂T̂ r r̂rq-TT fsr*r >t ?rt^ 
$*fe*rr *r *ft 1 f io  7iit-f %?r % ft? 

f̂lcr^T «srr 5# ^  t f r w ?  f i  i # t o  
srre % crre gfr f^tfi£ qsr %i 
* w t o  w rm rft wt ^  1 «ftr *r«r 
% 3TPT *r? t  fa  ^  ¥ *  wr’T
if ^ r  *rar «tt fa 3fr ’srnfr *r w s% x  
T O  srnrwr

3trt j f o w r  ’r rn  sft ’ft© otto
^ra-o % ?r? «rr ?frc
^?T % % rT̂ Tsflr̂  W  STfteJT ?T
arir «p̂ r «T( .

“The Membei iaised the ques­
tion about proper protection so far 
as the workers aie concerned, who 
have to work under such dangerous 
conditions and suggested that there 
should be a type of insurance 
scheme which will see that the 
compensation is much greater than 
what it is today. I am grateful to 
him for the suggestion and cer­
tainly we will examine i t "

*?? 5TF3T rjejr in ^ r to  f t  f  r
5t r  <r̂ r sffrf ^  f t  i

16.32 hrs.

[Shri Ishaque Sambhali in the Chair,] 

W T fo  sft, q*
arr*r ?ft r̂fcr *rpt ? p t  *Pt

'JTPT'iT ^  ^
I ,  ®pt gft srnr snftsK srft t t  wx^tx 
TO, $f%?r A 3ft arrar <T#t
I  vr $  ^ -r r  t

*T? irrcTT I  f r  ST, fa ff % 
*r? $ %  irfsr :̂ qrr̂ fr ^ rr

I  crgr 5rn?rr | fo  3% *fr§ ^ cttt

m  x $ r arhr 1
fotft ^*Ftffrcrr & sqr* 

JT̂ t fiWT I ^  tft ^  3TRTT I  f% ?T¥|Tf 
^ ^  fr o ^ c r  1 $  f^r ?rrm w i 
cr^ ftr «tt^ f 9  ^rfsr  ̂ ^  j ,

afr vjr^rnf 
f̂t jrar^ct ?ft«r frm

^rd, ^  1 1 #  f w r  ^
mir srt7- 'zq  % 10 fk zz  ^t m \  
^  f̂t?r r̂r *<r w w  f? m  1 w ftR t 

W  r̂ rar % 3Tfr ?TT̂  ^  %
#  t o  *r«v«rcT ^{ft w  grs 
|qr ? fk  sT<f| rf* ^  sr?!^

ir vrrff | 1

^flrr^ ^rnr^ f s  jt -̂r  »tV ^t
^  % t o  orr5: *TT*n:
^Tfh^ 1 "'T ’ T̂ rT̂ rr f̂TT -srsrrsr g*r t t  Pt^ 
3TT n fiT^, ^C?T spf =̂T 3T?̂ T
?Fr fjr r̂ r̂ ^rrer ^r
% sri jstpt w f T  I  t o  ^r r̂nr

TffTT t ,  ^rt ?t% fp
f*T «fr% ^  t  TT ftrr ^TkfTT 7̂T 3JTT 
T O ,  ^  ^  ip ^fj^TRt SPT «Rt*rr 
f t  ?r% Pr ^*rra mzft ? tV ^ t 1

m  % T^TT 5T?T ^  aT f^T  fTcTT 
I  % 5 ^ f t  ?ftT ^  ?3T̂ r % sfte
ir f̂t «ft *?? ^  w t  ? r̂r n̂ft 5Ft 
Tr^cft ¥r zzt m srtrfSr ^  r̂̂ RTt % s€t ?

^  5fr̂ r $#ft 1 %ftr ^  f̂t
5tt^  ?>ft f̂ p 80 # 3  ^rr
«ft n ft ? w fft? T̂T̂ rrT ^  mfif
T̂FTT # TTtWW'fT f^rr% % TT̂ r % 

oft'fi ?r ifT^ft r f ^  ^ t «ft f ^  ^  
?r 30, 40 q»te i ^  ?r^

^TT^rn fap f<PrTTt £ r<ft 1 # t o  ^ t
r̂r^r ^t-ft ^ r fR  1 pcRt «r*ff ^ t 3ft 

*rf?n 3T5F5sr i ,  $  m  tnrer f ,
^  f̂t ^  ^t 1 *n? ^  ^ rp -1
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f^rfr t o  n m
3W 5FT5T t  5ft sftrPJT W  I , &T if
w f t z v s f c T f t x m w p i t i w t  5%*T& 
S T « r r  ^  ? f , *  * T ^ t  S R T T  t  t V  I T t r  

% 3 r r t  farw r jfrft rgr | fo  
3 % ^  3r«rr % sn^fcr sfr t o  

I ,  t ' t !  t f r  ^ f a S T T  ? r f t  f * H ? f t  I  

tU t ^  t o  r̂ ftt % r^fr 1 1 
^ t h  i f  « r ^ t  * r r e r  t t  t p t

*P" | T̂TPTT̂ TT *T «ft T O  sp^  £
f a f a c T  ^ < T  ^  W T T T  ?l?t 
fT 3  feTT TOT f  fa  HTT*t ^rsrft 
J^t cj^pft g *v*T vft̂ T fsRT $T3Ft % 
W U  % T O  W T  |  5TTT faflt T O  TT 

n w r i z  5 ‘ j  3 t f t  c n r  t  i * m t

t  I W  W * T  r  ^ c T T f e  ? T O T

*r fcr r̂r r n a fr  t o t  ^ t  tf 9 s fm ^ r

< 3 T ? T  V  T T ^ T T  5 r  2  6 -  6 -  7  5  ^

forr I  fa  ^  ^r % <r*rr fTrwrr 
^sftrsprt ?p*ft ?ht s?t f a c t o r  ?rgt
f̂ T̂ TcTT jf s f c  3R" S*T W  T O tf |  <ft *TT7T 

' ^ t S T  ^ T O T  |  f ^ R T  S n c T T  t  I

" i 1 $ f h r  ^ r r s r p f t  ^  <413

*rfc rtT< S*T TO  *PT ^  $t, * *  
rt *TTt ^ T T  T̂%TT I

*T*TPTfa 5ft, trap <nf f*T «ftr 
'S T R U T T  ■ ° l l $ * t  I  ' T ^ f r  « * l d  ^ * T  ^  ' » T l r l « l T  

^l?*r fo  W*t ^ T F T  % 3 f t  3 T T O 1 

«5ft ^rornro ?TT^ f  ^  ^  TO  tf^t | 
f s p  ^ ? = r  % r  * f t a ^  %  t f t  * f t  | ^ t t  

f f  « f t ,  3 * T  W  « f t  « f t  ^ o  t r ? r o  

g^T f̂. STSF&sp T̂ srfk ârr Uf ?ft 
% ft? ^  tT?% ^ f t ^ t  ^  aft V !PR 

w t t  « f t ,  w r  « f t  %  %

^ T ^ r  « T  w k  ^ T  ^  T O  5 n f t  I  

r̂?rr f̂t t  *r^n; Tt I  ^  
^  t o  ^t ^

t  ? r q % 3 f t ^ T

%  f ^  5 f t  s h o t  I  ?  m f m r R r  3 f t  t

«rr^fr ?ftr ^  f  3? ? T ^ ^ ^ T f  I 5ft TO 
W  W  T &  ^  t  ^  TO #  ^TT
w  5 I

^m fgr f̂t, ^  2pt t o  ^ f%
5T#t ^T ?nft, SpET ^  ^frT^m 

T̂ ^ft7" ^ ^ 1  Trr3‘f;TrT % y’’T;fr 
wir q't »ri T f e  ^ft
sqrf̂ T ^  ?m t T T  W T ^  JT t̂ ^ T  w  
& f«F n f  5 f nTTi' vq % q«r?ft fff m ft  I  
w tr T̂̂ T'rf̂ T gft, m  cTT I

753r^r ?rrm m  f?r^T $t 
f̂ RTT^r n  3ft ^^R FFt t s r t  ^  
# , ^FT ^rr^ i\  ^ t  fTfTT£ %ft ?TT ^rrqifr 

itf^r 3ft srfarnt r r̂ t  Orq s tto ^ -
tttt r̂rtTTT % f^ fr  5T f r 4 t  r r ^  ^  ^ i f  

^  eft n-̂ rr ^qr ^iprr | w  f%
^  t |  ? t  f q r  s f t m ^  t f t  f t  ^ n r T ^ T i  

?ft 3ft ^ t 5 ttt ? t w  ^ rf^ r wf̂ rexr
5T ^iT ^  T O  TT S T O  W T T  WTf̂ TT 

f% ̂ ^TTTT ^ j

f ^ f t T O ^ ^ f T  *T fW  ̂ t, ^r^TT
wfr, sftftr m \  Jr t o  ^  I , ^r^ft ̂ r?T  
^ t t  ?rt  ̂ t o  jt? | f^  f m
^  ^ft ^Fft^^T ?ft, fa *r ^ t if t  H rR V T ft 
?> ^  f̂ RT ^ t «ft TFTcft ^t, *5111
«rt ?r srfEr^m  ? fk  e jt^rt w t  ?r 
^t, ?f^cf t o r  srrq 1 w  ^ t ^ r  *m r
T̂T7% I  |

T̂̂ TTTpT 5ft, *K t ? fk  STPT
t t^ t t t  t |  % ^  ip r ^?rr ^ht t^ t «rr 
fifr ?rr? *m ?rtr sfrW%^r ^rf^Fr n 
3fT W it ^  ? t S eft t  5Tft ^ t^ tt fa  
$tpt ®pt ?nnT ^ t t m i  •t ^  ? ftr sTnr̂ ft 
m?rr =ft tm ?t ^  w f ^

^ t t  1

^m 'rfer sft ^
wnr ?mrt?r t t  f  t
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s u w  f a r  ^ ^  **
f t  ^  i 1

^ m r q f c r  s f t ,  f ®  ^  

f H ^ t S F  * r ? t  ^ r t  |  i  ^  ? T * F  3 > T

i r s r w ^ C ^ 7 ^  't‘14̂
fcPTT I  ?ftT f^ T  ÎtnTT

? fk  ?fWt ^  ^  ^
%f*FT f̂PTT *Pt ^ T  ?fte ^  ^  
W ^ T I « W t  ^ T S T o  W

5^ ^  f s p  % r m  * r a t ,  s f t  

ifr  *ftT ^7cr ^ ft  *r «qj% I
SHOT

« f T  f a p  * > t f t  * m W T  ^  ̂

g r o t  s>rraR fo=n 15%
« r  q f t  I ? *  5fnr w  TO * r r  ^rar

«ffr ^ t « n i ? * r * r a  

^ s R fn n * r  it f r  !?rre *  
m w  =tV ^  *m> w R 5* ^ " t

ftjjfa <j;f 'tm = w  >fi w  ^  
^ ^ w r r * r a ' f » w » -  e f t s w 'a '

=, m  5, ^  t f *  *
*r (3W f w i  « V  ^  ^ ttt *  

sfit «raiarf-T ^  -sf'M *  1 ^  ^
*ft TEl=T!«T *£• ^  ’rr‘B,T *  ^
,jtft t f w *  “ rI’ '’̂  t,7;:ST’.. ^  ^
*sn»®T <mr *  h r ^  w  13,1 ^  ^

sfr tpt m rra'i ^  t o

q f e  w  m  *•* ^  * *  WT
w  ^  rnp <W ^  ^ I W  > r f^ f i f  
tj- fr %3FT ^ T T  ? t  3f^TT ^ cT T  f  f*P 

^  Twfifir m  w  * #  o t h t  
^ 5  n m m  =o swr 'w iF ! 

(ftt =T H ^ «*  *** ^  ^  3 *  

ftp, ^  ^  ^
«ft f*WT ftR ft v s  ^  *

u ,  2976 AssM m e I#  C h a n u t l a  S40. 
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siwrv Ŵ TT Sfft ^  il^ftT f a t  ^  n

f t  fr% i

: fr mp ^  
lr ^r^rr ^t^ctt f  i ? r^  ^  

iftc^r | i ^
«rr  ̂ ^  |*rrar «Tî Trr i ^rf^itr %^t 

^ IHpft̂ T 5RfT5

faqz ?r ^ ^  I

jsfr sp 'w tr  (* ra ^ ft): ^
snq-?n % f̂t*ff 'Tf f?r*£ r̂
f  I f W  ^̂ TTqT WTtJ fRT ^.it qP* 
f ^  ^  fTTcT f«T^ I q̂r̂ ’
cTTT ŝ t rR^ ^  CT?Tr fa  ^r?T ^
5r #f^FT w r  % sp ^rr^r ’Tnfr

sr r̂rrr ^  w  i

SARDAR S WAR AN SINGH SOKHI 
(Jamshedpur): Sir, this is the third 
biggest world mishap in the history 
of coal mining. I will not repeat the 
points made by the previous speakers.

I visited the Dhanbad coal mine 
area a month before this accident, i.e. 
between 27th and 29th November and 
I was surprised to see that water 
was being pumped into the abandon­
ed mine. When I enquired from one 
of the coal washery officers, he said, 
“This is an experiment from the 
side of the Mine Safety Department.” 
It has to be enquired into whether 
this experiment has resulted in this 
accident. When there was seepage of 
one million gallons per day, why was 
this water being pumped? When I 
asked, “Why din’t you do send stow­
ing here?” The officer was not able 
to explain. He only said. “The order 
is to fill water from the Damodar 
river ” This is a serious thing. I  
think this accident could have been 
prevented if the authorities had been 
a little bit alert. Some experts thinK 
that as per the map of the abandon­
ed mine, the disaster should never
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Have occurred. W hy did not the 
Chasnalla mine authorities ask the 
Central Mining Research Station to 
test the seam and recommend safety 
margins, if the question of distance 
between the two mines comes in? The 
mine authorities could have easily 
taken the precaution of verifying the 
accuracy of the old map by drilling 
test holes. This was not done. This 
accident has taken place due to the 
negligence of the mining authorities 
and of .he Directorate General of 
Mine Safety.

I want to know the duty of 
Director Genera], Mines Safety. Whe­
ther he is a ceremonial head or is he 
meant for looking after the mines? 
There are preventive measures which 
could be suggested to the mme 
owners. He and his subordinate offi­
cers who have their headquarter at 
Dhanbad should have taken these 
measures. Now, I am told that there 
is a tug of war going on between the 
Mines Authority and the Director- 
General of Mines Safety and each one 
is tiving to blame the other party. I 
would request the Minister of Steel 
and Mines whosoever the officer may 
be, if he is found irresponsible and 
negligent, should be dismissed and I 
would say that some of them should 
have been suspended by now. Tn 
1.971, a roof collapsed in Rourkela 
Stril Plant. When the report came 
in. late Mr. Kumaramangalam dis­
missed right from Foreman to Gene­
ral Manager This time also, nobody 
should be spared and I think, only 
then, you can set an example.

With these words, I conclude my 
speech.

sft fasr (w ^ f r ) :w r f ? r
3ft, n i  I  fa  1975 f z f t  *r?r
fa^K fsRW #  w r  »IFF7
*mrr«TT 1 fa  prr^:
f ^ r r  % tRirfsnr iftrr < ftr re p n ff t

1

Sf farrwnJV srr t, srk
fa *  t e m  t ? =^f
TOT 27 spt { t  ?£ t  I ^
w rT ^ r I  1

iffarsrr j i f f  *t vr rr^ rr r e r r  ^£t 
I ,  m  ?rsr 5r r̂rTT *frfr f r  r&$t 1 1 

wrt i t  *& rr |

w k  frspri m z wz fcrr | 1 
375 srmft ^  CRT TR t if

f r  I  I 3T^r
t  fa  ^ r r  t o ,  qnfe, H-fqr

^?TRr i i t  r4 t  ^ i t  
^ ^  ttY$ t ? wr4t 
%ftr t o i t t  t t  Tfa^nr farr I  1

irrro^roffto^o ?fr 
% vfnT srfarfaFT ^  k, m z& 'rr
<^TT TRT £\ «ETt £TT̂ sr
«ft tffa s r r i^ r  tfr jtT'TT'TO' i t
s t f  i t  tfr i m  fsrr '7?t *rc % 
W, SPTTq- m t  ^1% % fan;

?rr ! ?*r ?t i t o  sthi-
*TFnr grngr ^  ( ^ q £  aqyr

«r*r *N r vfr qr® <r$ ■?% 1

w  cr̂ rr h;z\ '«rr<T «r fa  fafrr 
?TvTTt fsr^F
sp-rn; rm  --r̂ i «fr( *sfr 1 «rgT c  ^

f z n w  *r r̂, ^ofr, ?T f^
m k  cfnfi h vfr ^mr f?«rfrr qft 
^rFF-n'  ̂m  ?r> f̂r i r  w*m p r  % wn£ 
¥ t  IX ^  ^  farr spm fa ir  I

’SflEPTFTr TT W T 1945
ir im  «rr, fa^  1 £>fio ^  wftfa?r 

^ s x r r r r  5f t  t?- ^
fa fM  k: T a 5 #  cff k
fa^ ^  s t ro t  gm  1 
3T? |  fa  so f e  ^  3*r ^ r n :  % irra t
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[  *PFTT*r ftrs rt ]
®FT*r ^  ft f»re arH % wrrTq 
wft-?rfr f t  t o  St t in  & (t  ft 
q " n f t  s r % 5 T  f i r r  I

% # 5r ^  tit ^rr 
^ r r  t  %  t o ?  W‘T *ttpt arfrT ?r#°t 
■W i f  TSST <TT I *T*F *Tf 3ff *T JZ 
^  yftor TfTfrr eft Tr̂ fr *rr mv%
f^TFT FT if 5T f R j  I W I  STfRT̂ T f
far f r  ?r«fT ?;r f ta r  
t f t  q * n f t  2 , 3  f e  * r  ^ j t ? t  ? r ? t  s r r

'4T * lV  ^  rTT̂  f  rT̂ rt 3TRt *rft fSTHt 
^  ft- ft *T ?TW?rr I  far sprf d fa ^ T  

*TT 5fr ^ faT ^r^ ft s?T*ft7R fTOfcT
f * r r  % ,  f t  ^ t r h h  f a -  ^ 2R r  ^ 5 t  

5 « ?

so ^ t  % ^*ft
srrsr crer ^rt ?r?r f i  i 1 965 % sfrft 
it  aft t o - 5^^rr g f  300 sfpft 
spt * t r  *r f 1 trs m  p r ^ r  § f
%ST f t  JTft *TP7 fa?W ^^T5T, %?T *ftT
5^ t  I  1 rr^ 'T frt 3ft s fr t srarn *rat aft 
it 3 F  fV *  f  <* ^fm r sp q f ^ r c i  srr srfa 

snre I  1 ? ft tfn: fa ^ fr  Sr 
*r«iw^ar ?TfR?n s t r t  f t  |  1 v t  
?T3% 5Rt?cT ^TR T 3 f  |  far * IR  *T 
qr?»t ^rt f^F R T  ? ssfar f^rq;
~**t *r srfr *r *ft q*r f t  
^fr ft t  ^  1

TT o T ift?  T̂?T ft ^TfT ^  far f f t  
^t^ t % cpr snft q t  j ft wrf̂ TT ^ r w  
f  far q regqw  q r ft  q r  ^ t t ,
^9T % «{Tft ^T , y i r f w r  m  qtWT % 
tft F r  snPTT €r >TfFRTT ^ t  VT
W eft |  1 ^  v n f  ^rsTfrf v t
t ? t t  %  f M r  f a r ^ r T  1 ,  ? r t r  f a r ^ f r  J T c r a s r  

% ?Tft 1 ?nrT jrrTr^T ^ ftr  ^FRf ?t cnar 
*nn% to , rft t r f  ^far f t  fann to t  i 
3ft f  m  I, fFfFT £ftr f  *tt t  t f t r

’ Tftor fMr s m rtr  %

f  1

*TJ=q- ^t ?Tft ?tt^ I, 
^ f t  % T t m i  v \  ?rr^ |  rttx  
m  war miTPr ?rm  | 1 q t#? ^ f̂t s 
qrq- ?rr I , %farfT qT^t ^T ĉfT 
180 ^  f̂ apsT ir m r , -sr̂

fRT^ ^ f t  t p t  *frm % ^rrtFF ̂ rfr ^  ? rm , 
m  t t %  % qrq ^ wt ^ » r  1 

JTTO ¥?T % 3ft f t  q»T t #
^  srfcr f w  11,900 qnfr 
«tft fw ^ ft  f t  t^- | ,

^  ?rssff *t « r^ r far ^
S F t  « r t t  ^  ? f p -  ^  ’T^TRT
aPTT VRf faRT TOT ^ I 5(oT qr  ^  

apY WTPMT | f  |  fn ^ T
|  far ^rf fftnr ^  ^ r ^ r n  rrf»m 

3f^  far fsRT ^ft W  T̂oTq'̂ T ^TffJt 1 ^  
ST F T  ^  ! T t » f T  ^ f t  ^ T o T ^ R T

5 f f t  j T R f t  |  I  T T ^ t ^ - r f T ^ T  V f [  S r ^ f T  |

t w  | —

to serve as a Medical Centre, to serve 
as a Free Rationing Officer, to serve 
as a Survey Office.

erff qr gft qsrfsrnfr |, 
srtfqfcTOT % jr t  fa q frr^ ^  qfa^Tff 
*t e t e  3 it^ |  1 m t  !=Rr
wf^ti 6,000 snt 3tt ^  |  1

fsrfTT T̂T̂ TT % fa^ffaj fft 3ft
» w n  *fV I  ^ f  %•—

Immediate relief at the rate of 
Rs. 5001- per family; an additional 
relief at the rate of Rs. 1,000|- per 
family, grant of homestead land of 
0.5 acre per family in Bihar; assu­
rance of employment to the extent 
possible in the State Government 
departments undertakings to all de­
pendents above 18 years of age; and 
assurance of providing educational 
facilities.
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3ISC0  management have decided 
to provide Rs. 2 lakhs in addition to 
the ex-gratia grant at the rate of 
Rs. 1,0001 -  per family.

^  «pt fsra% vw m  fptt^
*£t*r W t o t  sft ^ r i f t o  ztt̂  t  I 

% q v  ?T^ir I  % ^ r  «PT
faoTT % «r*r «fV ^  % 

mp | i ? T T^ r r q r j Vq r ? f V%3 f t  
Stftfcs t  n̂r̂ -rfV sft sr? % rr^

¥ * r !  i *r3rft ^r*r I
fTTrTT 55JF 3TgT % f̂t SPT 3WST R̂T
«pt sptt ^r^r, t *t fw s r  v w  ?rV

'T f^ m  *T t?JT 3ffT |
% irfrrr jft |  1 rr ’rrsr-

-Jr^ I  ffT % sft frsftTJ ^T
w?\ 5nar«rr ^  *fr t  ^  r̂r *̂fr 
* t  frr%, ?riT w r f  q ^?r v t  
=t snewt $t 1
5*r t t  fanner Tjff'TT | 1 5 ^  ir ?rrqr
£ ffT <TST TT ^T^.'T,
v(w? t | 3ft fo r  frsfta; «itt fegr
3rrcfr t  3?  ^  *r f^ r  m
*rr t*r % s s t  ¥ r t  1 ?n^rR
*̂r % 3>tt f?r*pTJft srV qfasrrct

*Ft ?ttt  f^T^r^T gt% *r sRTtr 1

f  ?T  ̂ *tt— 5t *w ^r? |
eft sraig^ft ^ t ^ t*t fft^r *r<r<n 
| I ?pT fT^T ^ ftr '3̂ T F̂T fifm ^
wr^r | ft; ^ r  *pt t  1 jmT spt f̂r 
™ t srt f?rr I  v t
srre fa r e  Ir
t o #  «ft 1 ̂ TrT *pt Trr^r ?yns
SPT 5Srrtqr!T>r 3r#n̂ T
JTr̂ -r $<&£\ TT | ?ftT *WTrt
sfrr ?rr?^ t t  i ?*r ^ r  t^irr ? 
m  5nrrwT ^ ftr aft «f^t?Fr
!̂JT | ft? ?̂T ^  ^r*TFT ^T T

?ft^ w ?«r r  ^*IT I
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'̂ 1*3% WT  ̂ ftirPTT
| ^  1T?TvTT% f̂t ^TBm^TT

qrsft 1 ttt srir̂ r ? r w  m ft wt v P m  
% 1 ^  sr̂ TTrft | ft: ?p t  wpfr
if  wt jparr ^  *Tfrf%er i w r r  ^>ft
^Tifkrr 1 rrir ^TSRt ^ t  «ftr ^F T
r̂nrFErsF ?  ftnr ^  TOvr % *nf9r  ̂

r?r ^ N tt ?ftT jft 1

fit  cr- ?ps®t T O  ^  ft- 
"FT tt^t f?r«H ^tzt ^n?rr ^  | 1 ^  

?ttt I  1 ^  % srm ^  w r  ^t 
fa r im fi t t  t  1

*r 7T# 5r<ftfT srerrir, 
t  vftar t o i  t t  %  ir ?tft m  

TTR JT *TT ?T5 W  ^  *T |^?m r 
?J JT̂ Pcfr t  1 ^  ?Pt % fwq ^rnft 
frair *frr% ^rf^r ^  r̂T ^
'Tr̂ r̂ r 1

STT ir ^  fa?P3»T *P¥*n f t r  fjRT 
PFfffsr^JTTiTRT^tT'^JTR ^TTT- 
^  m m  ¥ t  wmznrr fam  w m  ft 
v *r  f^RTsr ?r »j r  ir  «f p t  r ^ -  w m  w j 
irmzrsn crf?r fr  ^ r  t  ftr?r $  w& % 

Trr^^rq- w m  % f t ^ r t  ^
r f% 7*T WT T̂HT ft^TT

% 30T t  I % ^ J f t  3 fR  
Jr ^ ttr ?R?r | 1 ^ ft^  w  

% w ^ R r r  f?mffv?r ftr*rr |  ^
n ^ T  «ftv *% «ft 7TR? ^  f  m  ST̂ t
%pt 1 ^frftri-r t  w t^ tt  f t :  f?rrsRrr

P̂T«T<JT n  'Tp^r^T f w  3TF3T Kt7
•z* ®ft r̂ftr̂ r w ^ r r  f^R- m  ^  ^  
5zra**rr i % ^r«r m «r m  %

1897
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“ m m  f w r r  W m  *pff
*  0 ,  3% WpftRT «JfR- r o fcrei
% strt ?rfr fam  ^ttrt senf̂ cT, >5fh: m  
fw i* r  t  «rrr ? fk  <flr

[ *sft f̂ r*sr ]

^  srr^r sqrfor % ^ r t s r
1 ?t *r ^  % qftsnr

t r t  w>i «fV 7 m  j i r  t t
s fa  ^  *r ^n rr 1

sft qfcwrf** ( f ^  *re-
srra) ^^TTfrr sfi, $  fffrwr
qfTrrfr % srfa w f t  sq^r

| 1 w  f¥ ■stt̂ t | ^RTt 
TT̂ ŝ rfcr 5ft ^ *ftr srapr Ĵ rt 5ft ^ tft 
^  <rt fra*rr ernqr & m  ft^T | 1 
S?t *r r̂fr I  fT ^ ^ m r r
t o  ^  5 ^ r r  ^  arre ^r?r % faiT 
fT*rrt t '̂it t̂ w t  zrn>? afr w t  m w v r r  
?r ??p'Ytr ^ € \
T̂T f'fJTT TRT t" 5ft fV 37?T tfrT̂ tTT 
5TRT TUT TT TffV f  % ftr q-qr 7 ]^  5ft

?ft w w w  t  qf^snn spt fr  srr srcft 
t h r i f t  fr m ?ft f* 1 fsr^T *fy

ST % W  ift*l?rTfT W7  T t̂ t 1

^  ST̂T f rJT CT T fatR f  fsr T̂>T- 
TPrTT CRT 3?t 3T ?SHT
5r f w  t  5ft fr  ^Tijf^rr^T <̂t3t£  
3TRTT I  I f*n§ 3 T̂ «*¥ f o r « m  <t
ftrcmr sfir ?r m ^ r r fa srr? 
5^stt ^  m«r ?*r §?&> eufi %
qrq- sstjr'sit ¥7<t qft ^
sw «n  7?% ^  ^  Tff aft 1 zr̂  eft 
ffrm  »fwT«r 7^n I t  fo-a 
trt «ft  ̂ % ?~r  i7T w  yTTqm

t o t  ftr fT̂ r qr ^  ^  3,3 ^  vr?t 1

ft ?rnr̂ T Bnvr «ft»fi^H r<  
w w *  t  ^  ^rm  «ft ?fr?: 
*n*Fftrcr TOT ‘Df'TT ^ 5ftf«F 
5fm3T |^?tt «h 20 ?rrt, 1973
*fft T̂5Tff I^T fJT^WTt *Pt
t o ?  srnftf^ra- ^r m x  
^ r  •*

*ft% ?>r t«r ^TfsTiT « r t  
r̂ »  «fft «ft Ot r  ^  

t  i

Ît W  *WT? % TT 3̂J5 vfV 
t  ?iWcrr | g?j ^rpf % m  m  t o t  

w t jT  | %
EZTPt Rft f^TT I 375 s q f^ f f  
^t 5ft T O  f f
fa  sre %
TT^I f  P  ^ 1  t l  ^  W
^ r r  4“ f?rcr f^ n ^ T  s ? w  srrar
^Tffrr | IT 5n?T fa
^ 0  ^ftrrt ®pt Tf̂ rTT ^ t ^5f7 % 3!^
?nq-^nft ^r w  5r w  |?rr I  ^r 

qr T»rrff*r^r?rfr
aft 5fpft ^rf?n. 1 ‘i^r ?t^br % 
5ft ^ fa -c r  f w  fw R fa M  I  
m? TT STH arr̂ TT I  ?T ^ITrlT  
f  " ^ i  ^  4' i ^W^TT srt 5TFft
r̂rfpTi fer ^TT^n^t ?. r i 7̂  

m iT  ?̂r aft m ^Fft
f  - r̂fi) r«rqTf?Ti=r{rr3r t 'n r  -fr r̂rsft 
^Tlf r̂r ?fV ^  f̂ft ’̂F-fT^T
^  jfRT ^rffTi |

t r ^  ^  ii o f  srrar ^  f̂t 
TFrr =3rr̂ rr f  fa ^pt g^3?n*ft 
^t n«r cfp ^  5ft fWit?? ?n^ | 

q?rr w r r  |  O r w  ^ t
50 STfcWcT flT fWR

*r p f t  | 1 >r ^Tfcn ^ sft ^  
r̂rfv ^ ^ i r f t  1st t ,  f^ fT  f^^rn- 

^  v )x  % 5fr T̂fTrfcr «pt
’Rft p T  |  ^ w  arrar «rt f w

^ f t  ^  ^?r t o
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f e r  #  % *u»r fw r  t o  1 
^  aft g fe rr  g f  I  Stft

TT&J S3TH VPgzz fspTT I  
% f^r q ^ r  wr sftr $rnir
< m  far c r t  *r i t f t  r §  |

wfr ptpt ^  r̂rsrr % 1
% SW  ̂ TtR ST5T9T % T^Tft favft
^srT?r T ^rf 1 sr*nt q^nr^fr
^  qr^rffiff k
t  3ffT TT Tto*rtf W%$T *TTT | I 
^fsp STTS%£ **<3RT % *IW t
?ftr ^;f^r ?TT5-irT5 TfP̂ T

4  ^>fr | ssrPTfj T̂nr̂ rr 
T ^ r-^ r '$r ferr r̂rfrr § m *  
v r sfftf v f t w t  ^  frr^cfr fc 1
$  ?f'I T.fTT fa  ^rr ifr TRf?i spy

W  T̂flRT t  fa- ^ffr
5,; sttt **fr % ofrfjsTir i s r t t  

?m r  <f*w «pr% r̂ cT | 1 s*rr 
^  ^ rt  §-£ m -j*%
«tr  ^ ^tpt qr ^tfti « f?  ^  
fe*rr dffar w^x  *  v *  ^rtfew
% 3T^f5 T̂R- 7̂7% | qrjf

^  STTcT I  I

«PtT K *? ĝTOT far T*T *T^T 
w ?  *?rT7r, ^ ? r

^rr ^ t-t sfrr *r =sref 
b*t fasrcroT €r *mr wi fa^r 

^  « r  w t  iV^rr rjftf |Ttwr % f̂ -cr 
TTq|, w « f  3fWTT^> *T^nr 
^ ?r%  f w  zw tim r 

§  w& *irr | 1 fiflsj t  zrr^r % 
^ r  ^r^crr | ?TRt % f^rr t  ^  
JRHT szpTptn if ^ tr
^  3T% ^ r  gr^Ti
zftr ^ r  t o t  % *k f s r ^ R  
sfft 5?r̂  r̂ afrfT ? w  ^r f̂t sq ^ rr  
. t̂ i % *Tr*r, 3fr^ 3ft ^
kt mm fWT I  ^T fT  Ifft 3 ^ r f

?rr^T J ?ftT StfiFrft # ?  TOV ^
fVT*r w  ^ r ^ e -r r  1

17.00 hrs.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS 
MUNSI (Calcutta-South)- Mr Chair­
man, Sir, thr whole country is deeply 
moved and shockod at tbo accident of 
Chasnala and our Minister of Steel 
and Mines, Shri Chandrallt Yadav, in 
his statement, has made it abso­
lutely clear that the Government is 
taking all possible steps at least to 
see that people, if at all anybody is 
alive, ai’e properly rescued and other 
immediate measmes are taken

I am not going into detail, since 
almost all the reseponsible Members 
fiom the Opposition and from our 
Party have expressed their views. 
Some of them have visited the area 
and have given the actual position as 
they had witnessed there. I would 
like to deal with the accident in a 
diffeient angle in the country

As you know. Sir, the main source 
of our wealth m thr country is from 
the coal mines and the mam achieve­
ments of our country, whether it is 
industry or tr.m&port or energy, art 
due to coal I do not like to make 
any prematuic statement at the 
beginning till the inquiry is not over 
as to whether it is a sabotage or any 
consnnacy But immediately after 
the Emergency we are deeply con­
cerned with some of the incidents, 
like, the sabotage m electrical plants 
of the State Electricity Boards in 
vaiious States, a few minor and 
major irains accidents, the disaster in 
Chflsnala and today’s statement by the 
Mirn&ter of Petroleum about the inci­
dent in the Bombay High All this 
is no way gives any indication that 
the growth of the country’s economy 
is entirely dependent on its being 
run smoothly either by the workers 
or the management.
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Before the coal mines were taken 
by the Government, they were in 
the hands of the private individuals. 
Rightly or wrongly, they had done 
their best to exploit the workers and 
the resources of the country. Before 
that, they were in the hands of the 
British. But 1 do feel, in view of the 
statement of the late Mr. Mohan 
Kumaramangalam, the nationalisation 
does not merely mean only to have 
an overall control on the wealth, the 
production and distribution but also 
to have a complete change in the ad­
ministrative set up, including those 
machines and mechanisms in the ope­
ration of the coal mines or in other 
areas.

I would briefly put a few questions 
to the Minister for my personal 
curosity and for the curosity of the 
people in the country. I hope, the 
Minister will be able to give the 
answers to these questions. It is good 
enough for all of us to express our 
gratitude to those countries, specially 
who have lendered their help, like, 
Poland and Soviet Union m their 
usual manner of friendship to India. 
Is it not bad enough for us to realise 
that in a country like India, after 
more than 28 years of operations in 
various sectois, like, coal mines and 
others, we are not in a position lo 
claim that we aie self-equipped in all 
capacities for all sorts of operations 
and accidents or sabotages or such 
disasters in coal mines without de­
pending on foreign support? This 
gives us a clear indication that either 
the Coal Mines Safety organisation or 
the Government or the Ministry 
itself is not very clear as to which 
are the essential requirements for the 
Coal Mines Safety organisation to 
face the worst passible disaster in the 
country if at all it so happens. It is 
good that Soviet Union and Poland 
have come forward to help us in 
time. But it is not good on our part 
to feel that such type of help will

always come on every occasion in 
every sphere.

Firstly, I want to know whether the 
Government or the Ministry or the 
Coal Mines Safety organisation has 
given a careful consideration and 
thought, after Jitpur colliery incident, 
to improve the character and condi­
tion of the safety equipment and tha 
organisation through financial invest­
ment involving foreign expertise or 
improving the character and quality 
of research in the Coal Mines Safety 
organisation.

We often hear and listen even from 
the responsible political forces and 
the Government officials that some 
of the officials in every public sector 
undertaking are not happy with the 
system of activities run by the Gov­
ernment and that, on the contrary, 
they would have been extremely 
happy if the private sector would 
have been in-charge of these opera­
tions. I do not like to prejudice any 
officer nor I would like to put a 
question in regard to anybody in 
particular. I feel, it may not be the 
motive of all officials to go against 
the workers and the Government

But I would sincerely like to put a 
few questions as to whether it is not 
a fact that it has been found on 
several occasions in the coal-mine 
areas that complaints have been lodg­
ed by the working-class people against 
a few individuals in the coal-mines 
Management in the various collieries 
for their mis-conduct and for their 
criminal negligence, in some cases, 
about safety organisation, apd if so, 
after the Jitpur incident if any 
officials in this matter have been sack­
ed, punished or suspended.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the relief is no 
doubt inadequate, even though the 
Government is trying its best to give 
some measure at least, including the 
State Governments and other non- 
official organisations. But, again, I 
come back to one of the important 
questions which I raised during the 
Jitpur discussion on the Floor of the 
House. We have seen that when a
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plane crashes, the passengers who fly 
by airlines get compensation of not 
less than a lakh of rupees and we have 
seen that the passengers who can 
afford to fly by plane are not ordinary 
citizens or poor people. If this is the 
justice shown by one public sector 
undertaking to its passengers who are 
flying by plane, why can’t the same 
justice be applied in another public 
sector undertaking or public sector 
unit where serious types of works 
are being done by coal-mine workers, 
the poorest people of the country to 
generate wealth for the country^ by 
providing all sorts of amenities for 
the people who are not in the mines 
but outside? It is a great shock for 
all of Ug that we don’t try to consider 
this problem in any manner which 
would have increased the morale of 
the people in the coal-mine areas.

After the Jitpur incident Mr. Mohan 
Kumaramangalam promised that he 
would look into the problem but, un­
fortunately and to our great shock, 
lie is no more and he also died in a 
plane crash.

I visited some of the coal-mine 
lareas—not during this incident but 
before—and everyone there posed the 
very same question; and they have 
taken it for granted that whether 
their lives are being secured or not 
just to fill their bellies they have 
to go to the mines, taking all risks 
This does not increase the good and 
healthy conditions of the mining areas.

If you take the example of the Afri­
can coal-mines—African countries, 

\nost of which have been liberated 
juf.t now or which are not yet libera­
ted but arc still under colonial rule— 
it has been stated that their mining 
operations and safety organisation 
and equipment are much more im­
proved. On the contrary, the Indian 

are. «aat ujj ta the.
mark. Just imagine that the coal­
mines safety organisation were not 
giving a factual report till the nation­
alisation of the coal-mines and the 
respective collieries! It was agreed

upon, after nationalisation, that pro­
per co-ordination would be made. 
Now, during the re-allocation of busi­
ness among the Ministries, the nation­
alised coalmines came under the 
Ministry of Energy while a few coal­
mines which are associated or attach­
ed to the steel companies are under 
the Ministry of Steel & Mines. So 
I would like to know whether at least 
now, in the role of Management for 
the security of the working-class 
People m the mine areas, any proper 
co-ordination is made between the 
Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of 
Steel & Mines and the Ministry of 
Labour; and if not in what way they 
are operating, I would like to know.

Mr. Chairman, Sir another interest­
ing thing which most of the Members 
have witnessed during their visit to 
Chasnala I would like to point oul 
On the one hand, the Management of 
the public sector uni1<? are savins that 
there is no more room to recruit any 
other labour in the coal-mine areas 
and, in most cases, a few muster rolls 
have been demolished immediately 
after nationalisation because, it is true, 
there are many fake labourers. But, 
at the same time, we see that in 
every coal-mine, in respect of regula? 
labour and without taking any other 
fresh labourers, some contractors are 
being deployed to save labourers. 
Those who are not guilty can come 
for the work but they have no secu­
rity—though they are not fake—under 
the Compensation Act because they 
are not regular labour as per the 
muster roll. It is also interesting to 
note that the attendance registers—  
even after taking over the coal-mines 
—are not clear as to how many are 
going into the mines and how many 
are being kept out If this is so, what 
is the point of the General Manager 
there hiding the facts all the time? 
All these details would be revealed 
at thee time of the enquiry, I know.

+jmrt. Tx w/wilri make*, 
this request to the hon. Minister. 
Immediately after this Chasnala in­
cident, our first task should be to 
increase the morale of the people 
working in the coalmines who are not
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yet affected and who should not be 
affected adversely by incidents such 
as this, and also to make immediate 
enquiries and get reports On other 
coalmines, to ensure whether the 
safety operations -are going on or not.

The last question to the Minister is 
-whether he is aware of the fact that, 
during December, in the course o£ the 
usua] inspection and check of the 
safety operations inside that mine, 
reports were made available to the 
General Manager apprehending some 
dangers in that mine, and if so, whe­
ther adequate measures before 27th 
December, 1975, were taken or not. 
These are not matters to be gone into 
in the- inquiry; this information must 
be easily available with him just 
now.

With these words, I would like to 
conclude because nothing is to be said 
here until the inquiry is over. But I 
would just make a point in reference 
to the speech made by a Member of 
the Opposition, Shri Samar Mukher­
jee. I am grateful to him that he 
visited the area and expressed sym­
pathy with the working people. But 
I do feel that, taking the incident of 
Chasnala, it would not be wise on 
our part, whether siting on the ruling 
party side or on the Opposite, to make 
any sarcastic remarks about the 
standard of discipline or the character 
of production in our country, because 
that would ultimately demoralise the 
whole trend which is geared up at the 
moment.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA (BAR- 
MER): Mr. Chairman, Sir, while we 
are debating the Chasnala disaster, 
each one of the speaker of this august 
House has expressed a sense of deep 
sorrow. We all feel as if we are un­
der the shadow of a very harrowing 
and poignant tragedy. I join all my 
hon. colleagues in expressing my sense 
of sorrow and sympathy for the 
bereaved families.

Now, I want to make one proposal. 
Tomorrow or this evening, the radio 
$nd the press will carry the news

that Parliament discussed the Chas­
nala disaster, and various Members 
criticised this and that. 1 would make 
one suggestion. I hope I am expres­
sing the feelings of all the hon. Mem­
bers present here. It is true that the 
entrapped workers have lost their 
lives, and those lives cannot come 
back. But just as a humble token of 
our sympathies with the bereaved 
families, 1 propose, each one of the 
hon. Members of . this august House 
may donate today’s allowance to the 
Chasnala Relief Fund. I hope all the 
hon. Members will agree with this 
proposal that one day’s allowance 
will be contributed to the Chasnala 
Relief Fund that has been constituted 
under the Chairmanship of Shri 
Chandrajeet Yadav.

I do not want to repeat any of the 
points that have already been made, 
nor do I want to go into the facts. 
But 1 would say one thing. There is 
a general feeling among the mine 
management, the industrial manage­
ment, the management of the public 
se<'tor and also the private sector that 
the security rules are an impediment11 
to production This is a great miscon­
ception which hay got to be removed. 
The safety precautions are meant not 
only to save human lives which are as 
important as, if not more important 
than, the national production—human 
lives are sacred, each man’s life is 
sacred to us-—but also to preserve 
uninterrupted production The statis­
tics prove that accidents, whether in 
mines or factories, lead to not only 
loss of human lives but also to loss 
of production, loss of mandays. They 
exceeded the target of production in 
this particular mine. But what has 
happened today? For months, I am 
afraid, the entire mine will have to be 
abandoned, and production will com­
pletely cease. First of all, this mis­
conception must be removed, and the 
Government must impress upon the 
entire management o f the industries, 
mines and all other sectors, that the 
safety precautions are a must for un­
interrupted production as well as for 
the safety o f human lives,
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I would support the demand made in 
this House that the Compensation Act 
must immediately be amended. Rs. ten 
thousand for the loss of a life is a 
jnockery. This also, I was told, is not 
the limit. It management wants, it 
can pay more than Rs. ten thousand, 
but that never happens. No manage­
ment pays, more than Rs. ten thousand; 
even this Rs. ten thousand is paid 
grudgingly I would lequest that 
minimum compensation for a loss of 
life in any mine or industry should be 
Rs. fifty thousand.

Many a time, it has happened m the 
coal mines and other mines that wor­
kers apprehend some danger to their 
security; they apprehend that certain 
safety rules are not being observed. 
Under such cases, the workers’ right 
to refuse to work must be recognised. 
When they point out non-observance 
of certain safety rule, or they appre­
hend danger to their security, imme­
diate action must be taken. Actually 
what happens is different. I have my 
own experience in a particular mine. 
When there have been violations of 
safety rules, 01 when danger has been 
apprehended and the workers have 
refused to work, they have been 
charge-sheeted, .suspended and repri­
manded. And later on, accidents have 
occurred and their fears have been 
vindicated. In such cases, I would 
urge upon the Government to see that 
whenever a group of workers point 
out any violation of safety rules, and 
they refuse to work, that right must 
be recognised and whatever violation 
is there, that should be set light.

Today, I was reading in Patriot, 
how the Mines Safety Laws have a 
long history in our country, and it has 
been claimed that our safety laws are 
as perfect as anywhere in the world. 
And, there is no doubt, whatsoever 
that if all the safety measures are 
observed strictly, 80 per cent of the 
accidents can be avoided. What does 
it mean? It means, that if ny accident 
takes place in coal mine or any other 
mine or factory, it must be assumed 
that violation of some safety measures 
has taken place. This must be assum-
1S29 LS— 9.

ed and the management must imme­
diately be punished until and other­
wise later 011 proved beyond any doubt 
that it was not responsible for it. It 
must be assumed whenever there is an 
accident.

In the case of Chasnala disaster, thii 
enquiry will go on and usually in such 
disasters, no evidence î  left behind. 
I am afraid, the entire thick wall 
might have been washed away, be­
cause it was a torrential deluge and 
probably we would not be able to find 
the bodies, only skeltons may be there. 
One docs not know, such disasters do 
not leave any evidence. This ques­
tion will go on tor years and years, no 
responsibility would be fixed by then 
the people who are responsible would 
not be here; they might have retired 
or promoted, or they might find out 
ways to escape. That is not the pro­
per way. Whenever accidents take 
place, the management must be held 
responsible, they must be suspended 
immediately, because it is assumed and 
it can be taken for granted that with­
out violation of safety laws, accidents 
do not take place. Our safety laws 
arc fool-proof and when accidents 
take place, it must be assumed that 
violation has taken place and they 
must be punished.

Now, a word about the mining saiety 
arrangement. I was shocked to learn 
that there was a proposal to disband 
the office of the Mines Safety at 
Dhanbad. There was even a proposal 
that the Department of Mines Safety 
should be under the concerned Minis* 
tries. This would be disasters. The 
Mines Safety organization is a policing 
force, to enforce mines safety rules* 
But, what is the position to-day? 
Many hon. Members referred to the 
Director-General of Mines Safety. As 
a matter of fact to-day there is no 
such person. There is only an Acting 
Director-General of Mines safety. For 
more than two years, I suppose, there 
has been no Director-General of Mines 
Safety. He is horribly under-staffed# 
the Inspectors under him and the OflBU
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cers under him. For example, for the 
whole of Rajasthan—Rajasthan is the 
second State where mines wealth is 
the largest, after Bihar— there is only 
one Inspector lor Mines Safety. Hor­
ribly under-staffed all these Inspectors 
are also poorly paid. In such condi­
tions how can you imagine that a 
Mine* Safety Inspector could face the 
General Manager of a huge complex, 
a Rs. 200 crores or Rs. 500 crores 
worth complex where the mining 
safety or the factory safety rules are 
violated? That poor Inspector goes, 
nobody listens to him and nobody 
cares for him. Moreover, what is
happening especially m public sector 
undertakings is that these Mines 
Safety Inspectors are lured. away by 
offer of remunerative jobs in their
undertakings. Previously, the pri­
vate sector used to bribe them. Now 
the public sector firms pick them up, 
offer them better posts with higher 
salaries. With that temptation the 
Mine Safety Inspector does not do any­
thing with the hope that he will get 
a more remunerative job in the pub­
lic sector undertaking. Unless the 
mining safety organization is streng­
thened, unless the mining safety 
directorate is strengthened with 
adequate staff and with ade­
quate number of Inspectors and 
their emoluments raised sufficiently 
enough so that they can confront the 
highest managerial officers in the pub­
lic sector and having raised their emo­
luments, a ban could be imposed on 
them from accepting any job in any 
other public undertaking, the mines 
safety organization cannot act as an 
effective policeman. Otherwise, what 
does happen? Even these days even 
if it is proved that it is not an accident 
but a murder or massacre, the Inspec­
tor of Mines Safety launches the pro­
secution in the local court and it goes 
on and nothing happens. These pro­
cedures have to be radically revised 
and their powers enhanced, the orga­
nization strengthened and mining 
safety must be made very rigidly en­
forceable because it is necessary not 
only to save valuable human lives but 
also to ensure uninterrupted produc­
tion' o f  national wealth.
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THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI CHANDRAJIT 
YADAV): I fully associate myself with 
all the hon. Members who have ex­
pressed their concern and sorrow for 
the families of the workers who have 
been trapped m the Chasnalla mine. 
My heartfelt sympathies arg with 
those families who are still under a 
pressure of great anxiety and still 
with some little hope they are looking 
towards the rescue operation that is 
going on. Really speaking, even to­
day we are not in a position to say 
what will be the fate of the workers 
but we are proceeding only in this 
hope that there are survivors. There 
are some precedents in mining history 
that people have been saved and res­
cued after weeks and that is the rea­
son why the Government is doing 
everything possible for rescue opera­
tion, to pump out the water and noth­
ing is being left out.

As the whole country knows, the 
entire resources within the country 
and even from outside have been 
•mobilised. Some friendly countries 
have offered their help and we accept­
ed these offers promptly as it will 
perhaps help as in early dewatering 
of the mine and saving the previous 
lives of the workers who are unfor­
tunately trapped.

While Speaking in this debate many 
suggestions have been made and I 
must say, they are useful suggestions. 
Some people have tried to find out the 
reasons thereof. Perhaps, this is a 
sheer guess. It will not be appropriate 
for me to say at this stage as to what 
were the reasons and circumstances 
responsible for this great tragedy as
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the Government has appointed a court 
o f enquiry. We, therefore, leave it to 
the court of enquiry to go into those 
reasons and details. At this stage, I 
can only assure the honourable mem­
bers and this House that if the court 
of enquiry will come to this conclu­
sion that any particular officer how­
soever high he may be due to his 
negligence or failure in his duty has 
been responsible for this great tragedy, 
no mercy will be shown to him and 
Government will take immediate action 
against that officer.

I have placed before the House the 
possible efforts that are "being made. 
The latest report was trying to get 
from the spot so that I may place the 
same before the House.

Hon. Member, Dr. Ranen Sen was 
a little uncharitable to me when, he 
said that I was sitting at Chandigarh 
I got the report on the 27th December, 
afternoon. The first thing that was 
done was that my colleague, the 
Labour Minister and myself got into 
touch with all the officers on the spot. 
We gave the instructions that through­
out the length and breadth of the 
country from wherever rescue appa­
ratus can be made available, may be 
acquired and no effort should be 
spared to hefp them Immediately 
after that I brought it to the notice of 
the Primp Minister because it was a 
big tragedy and the Prime Minister 
gave me the same instructions i.e , 
every possible effort should be made 
to help them. I got in touch with my 
honourable colleague Shri R. N. 
Sharma who represents that constitu­
ency. The next morning, we rushed 
to the spot and we saw that all our 
organisations BCCL or D GM.S., or the 
Company officers and officers on the 
spot all were working with the fullest 
cO-operation of the State Government. 
The local authorities were extremely 
helpful jn this rescue operation. There 
was perfect and full co-ordination. A 
newly appointed Administrator of 
TISCO was asked to co-ordinate the 
entire duties. A Committee of th§ 
Technical personnel was formed,

There were so many difficulties, 
certain equipments were to be taken 
from the shaft, the openings were very 
narrow and the water hundreds of feet 
below was there. On the 28th evening 
we were in a position to start de- 
watering.

It was an unprecedented kind of 
tragedy. I may be charged or some­
one can be charged as to why did we 

not envisage that this kind of tragedy 
may take place. This kind of tragedy 
was not expected at all. This mine 
was inspected during 1975 on 20 occa­
sions by D.G.M.S. but nothing abnor­
mal was found.

Just 32 days before this tragedy, 
this was inspected by the DGMS on 
15th of December and there was no in­
dication to say that this kind of a tra­
gedy might happen. So, it will be 
completely wrong to lay the blame on 
the officers there We have one of our 
high officers there. They are first 
class managers. The General Manager 
only narrowly escaped. He came but 
just ten minutes before the tragedy 
took place He, along with the safety 
Officer, made the inspection. There­
fore, it would be most unfair to say 
that they were criminally negligent 
and all that, that they kenw that the 
water is coming that they kenw that 
the wall is going to burst and all that 
It would be wrong on our part to 
blame any person saying that he was 
doing something wrongly or 
intentionally.

My friend, Mr. Priya Ranjan Das 
Munsi said that every possible step 
should be taken to strengthen the re­
scue operations, I felt myself that 
perhaps we should have stronger re­
scue operations; perhaps our safety 
measures should be on a much more 
bigger scale Form the fact of the 
appointement of a committee, one 
cannot conclude that there may be 
certain weaknesses. That is not a cor­
rect thing to say and that will not be 
fair. I wish that we compare our­
selves with certain other countries. I 
go not say that we are completely
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immune from thig kind of a thing or 
that our Safety Organisation is 
100 per cent perfect. But, as I said, we 
are trying to do out best. Maybe, we 
will have to strengthen it. I would 
like to make some comparisons with 
other countries. It is not at all my 
ease that they were 100 per cent per­
fect. That is not at all my case, Sir.

If you see some figures, you will 
appreciate what I say. These are the 
1973 figures, the latest figures. The 
fatality rate per 1,000 persons is as 
follows:

Japan— 1.58 
Canada—'1.15 
Australia.—1.14 
U.S.A.—0.89 
Belgium—0.89.
Chechoslovakia—0.82 
India—0.50 
W. GERMANY—0 49 
U.K.—0.31

X entirely a$ree with the sentiments 
©repressed by hon. Members that 
everything possible should be done to 
minimise the rate of accidents. Ear'h 
#nd every life of our worker who is 
working underground, the contribut­
ing to the development and progress 
of the country, is indeed very precio­
us. We should see that every possible 
effort is made to give safetey to his 
life and person so that he may work 
with more confidence.

Now, I wish to remind the honour­
able House that as soon as I got the 
report, on the next day we reached, 
there. My colleague the Labour 
Minister was there I met the officers 
personally who were doing the rescue 
operations. The Labour Minister stay­
ed behind. Because there was some 
important coordination to be done 
from Delhi, I came to Delhi and then 
went to Chandigarh only with a view 
to pose the latest developments to the 
Prime Minister. Certain offers of help 
were received from other countries 
and we had to consider how to avail 
o t those offer* of help,

The Labour Minister and myself 
were of the opinion that at the earliest 
the court of enquiry should be annou­
nced Therefore, I wanted to take the 
clearance of the Prime Minister. We 
should act as early as posible and be 
in a position to announce the court o f 
enquiry. That was my purpose of go­
ing to Chandigarh. I am the saddest 
person to-day that we have lost so 
many precious lives. Immediately I 
came back I was trying my best to co­
ordinate everything posible apart from 
many agencies from many other coun­
tries, officials and non-officials within 
the country and they were to be con­
tacted so that may expedite the help.

Again the labour Minister and my­
self went to the place of occurrence 
and we visited many many families. 
It was a heart-breaking scene. After 
all it was a big tragedy and I fully 
appreciate and share the sorrow that 
has hrmpenod to those families because 
of this tragedy To say that because 
the atmosphere was not very con­
genial and so I left the place within 
a few homs is most uncharitable I 
must say When we went there Shri 
Shnrma was there who is my colleague 
who represents this constituency. 
Th^re were a few thousand workers 
and we together went and addressed 
the mooting of the workers Tt shows 
the fulest roperation, fullest under- 
rtondinr', I must say and without their 
cooperation the rcsoue operations 
would not have been nossible They 
did appreciate that the tragedy had 
happened perhaps in a manner which 
was not expected at all The Govern­
ment form 1he very begining did no 
leave any stone unturned and every­
thing nossible was done They were 
cooperative and there was full under­
standing For this I must congrataulate 
the workers They were doing their 
work and they had grouped in hun­
dreds and we got the full coorperaHon 
from the workers Shri Mukherjee 
mentioned about some of our collea­
gues who are working there and the 
TNTUC people were good enough to 
take him pound the place Qf occurance
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and he met some of them and I also 
met them. I must say that every 
worker there felt that his first job 
was to help in rescue operation and 
nobody put in any blame on anybody 
and, at that time, nobody even con­
tested that figures which is being 
said today is much more than 460. It 
will 'be a crime to conceal the figure. 
After all we have lost certain precious 
lives. If it is 375 or even 400, what 
does it matter. Why should we com­
mit the crime of concealing the figure 
The register or the records show that 
the figure was 372. Later on we find 
that in place of one person another 
person went in his place. Therefore a 
few more persons may be there. From 
the enquiry report we can find it out. 
The list has been published in local 
newspapers. Today I give instruc­
tions that the list should be published 
even in those newspapers from whose 
States even one worker is supposed 
to be involved in that tragedy. We 
have nothing to conceal. You will 
say that unfortunately they were not 
able to save their lives. It so hap­
pens that inspite of our effor' ’ to 
save every worker, who is invoK ' in 
this tragedy, maximum possible ifting 
will be done.

I fully appreciate that certain sug­
gestions have been made that there 
should be compensation but the rate 
is very low Suggestions have been 
made about group insurance. Even 
this morning I had a meeting with my 
colleague, the Minister of Energy. I 
had earlier a meeting with my collea­
gue, the labour Minister and we had 
been talking about this and I want to 
assure this House that these sugges­
tions, particularly those suggestions, 
namely that we should increase the 
rate of compensation—if so, how 
much—and we should do the group in­
surance—for this whether we should 
approach the LIC people or we should 
have to build up an organisation to 
do this and also how to strengthen 
the organisations to see that whatever 
equipments there are they are operated 
by the better qualified staff. At least I

want to assure this House that ̂ govern, 
ment will give a sympathetic consi* 
deration and we shall see that all 
these things are implemented in a 
man'ner that we should be afole to take 
care of our workers.

Sir, I must say many trade union 
workers including Shri Damodar 
Pandey were the first to suggest to us 
that there should be a national wel­
fare fund for the workers and the 
workers working m the coal industry 
will come forward and donate one 
day's salary and let the matching 
salary be given by the Government 
and the companies so that we may 
have a good amount of fund at our 
disposal if such tragedies happen. Not 
that we will wait for tragedies to 
happen. Even the loss of one life is 
very precious and we have to see as 
to what can we do for their children’s 
education. We are thinking on these 
lines The committee which has been 
formed under my chairmanship has 
been formed with this end in view as 
to what should be the immediate re­
lief given to these families and what 
should be the long term relief to those 
who are involved in such accidents. 
Already one meeting of this committee 
has taken place and the second meet­
ing js taking nlace this evening after 
this debate is over We are thinking 
of what can we do for the education 
of the children of those unfortunate 
f  ami lie? who are in thk difficulty: 
whal we can do for the marriage of 
thp daughters of thos^ people who are 
tramped; whether we can work out 
long-term pension or provident fund 
scheme for those families.

Sir. the Prime Minister has been so 
good enough and kind enough that 
she immediately gave Rs 4 lacs from 
her fund and also told me that we 
should see that this relief is not given 
in lump sum but we must work out 
some schemes for long-term real as­
sistance to these families. We are 
thinking on these lines and we 
hope, that we will be able to work 
out a scheme to everyone’s satis-
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faction. Even then I am fully aware 
that no compensation' can compen­
sate those families who have lost 
either their husbands or sons or 
brothers or fathers. But after all this 
tragedy has happened and it was per­
haps beyond our control.

Now, the question is as to how to 
compensate and bring relief and so­
lace to these families. We are trying 
to do this. It has been said perhaps 
Mr, Ohri who was the Chief Execu­
tive of this mine was involved in an 
earlier Jeetpur accident. This is not 
correct. He was not the General 
Manager at that time of Jeetpur. His 
brother was associated with Jeetpur 
accident and he was asked by the 
company to go from the company but 
his headquarters at that time were 
at Bumpur and he was working in 
the planning organisation.

AN HON. MEMBER: Was he not in 
the same organisation, namely, 
HSCO?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV He 
was in the same organisation. But he 
was at Bumpur No reference has 
been made about him. Sir, I will very 
humbly say this was not the time to 
take action against the officials Our 
first and foremost task was to see that 
those who knew the nature and 
character of the mine, we should take 
their help to dewater the water which 
was in that mine. That was the most 
important work and, therefore, we 
thought any person who knew the 
mine if we remove him or take anj; 
action against him perhaps it was not 
in the interests of the work which we 
had given top priority at that time

Sir, it has also been said that in 
Jeetpur accident no action was taken 
on the recommendations of the Jeet­
pur enquiry committee. This is also 
not correct Many suggestions were 
made. One of thp important sugges­
tions about a separate cadre of the 
safetv and ventilation officers should 
be organised. This suggestion was 
implemented. Then there was the 
suggestion that at the mine level the

safety officers should be assisted by 
the ventilation officers. This sugges­
tion was also implemented. Then there 
wag the suggestion about the revival 
of the pit safety committee. This was 
also implemented. There were many 
other suggestions regarding super­
visory officers including engineering 
officers to be made fully aware of 
their duties and responsibilities. These 
duties and responsibilities were clear­
ly defined and they were given to 
these officers and its compliance has 
been observed regularly. Certain 
officers who were found responsible 
particularly three officials, Sarvashri 
K. R. Dhandwal, Verma and O. P. 
Ohri—not this Ohri—were removed 
from the company and action was 
taken against them.

Sir, it will not also be correct to say 
that the DGMS had warned or rather 
prohibited the working of Horizon 
No. 1. There was no report like that 
and there was no indication from that 
organisation.

Sir, certain suggestions have been 
made here. Now, the hon. Minister 
of Energy has appointed a committee. 
What is the purpose and object behind 
the appointment of this committee? 

After this tragedy, it is not that we 
are shutting our eyes. May be that 
this tragedy itself has awakened us. 
As it has been said, it has roused the 
conscience of the whole country. Why 
should we not presume that this kind 
of thing may happen and why should 
we not do everything possible to pre* 
vent such things from being 
happening?

As I have said earlier, it is normal 
thing that there is seepage of one 
million gallons of water in this mine. 
For the purpose of de-watering, every 
arrangement was made at the mine 
level and the work was being done. 
Certain horizontal pumps were 
working—five of them—but, unfor­
tunately, they are now flooded There 
were also two-three pumps available
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at the station and they were used. 
BCCL also rushed all the available 
pumps. Sir, I have earlier expressed 
our gratitude to the Soviet Union and 
to Poland whose experts are even 
today working very hard along with 
our officers; their pumps are also 
working. The USA and West Ger­
many have also offered their help. 
We have also expressed our gratitude 
to them. But, it took some time to 
instal the pumpa from the Soviet 
Union. The nature of the mine is 
such that evetv though the pumps 
started working, there were certain 
difficulties. Even the experts who 
came could not understand how to 
work in this complicated situation. 
Later on, other experts also joined 
them. Even today, though five pumps 
are available at the spot, only three 
purnpij are working. The pumps 
available in our country are of the 
capacity of 500-800 gallons per 
minute. The pumps from the Soviet 
Union which we got are also of 330 
gallons per minute capacity. It is not 
that they are high-capacity pumps and 
that we are lagging behind in this 
respect. This is not the case. At the 
moment, we are able to pump out, 
about 12,000 gallons per minute. Out 
of this, 75 per cent of the water is 
being pumped out by the pumps 
available in the country itself. We 
ensured that they reached the spot at 
the earliest opportunity. But, we are 
extremely sorry, our heart is full uf 
sorrow and pain, that this tragedy 
has taken place. Certain suggestions 
have been made. As I said earlier, 
this accident should not be linked 
with the safety conditions in the entir 
coal mines. As I said earlier, measures 
were being taken. The organisation 
had been strengthened. But, we feel 
it our duty that we should go on 
strengthening this. If there are more 
modern methods and if there are 
better qualified people available, we 
should take advantage of them. If 
certain suggestions have been made by 
the Members, why should we not 
take advantage of those suggestions

and see that the incidence of acci­
dents is reduced to the minimum? 
With these words, Sir, I would like 
to assure the House...

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: 
Mr. Yadav, I am told that this pump­
ed out water is polluting the Damodar 
and other rivers. DVC has issued a 

warning.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Let 
us not go by the BBC, I am very 
sorry to say that sometimes the BBC 
comes out with fantastic and baseless 
news. They came out first with th« 
news that 900 people got trapped in 
this.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE; Not 
BBC, but DVC.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Even 
DVC. Let us not go on the basis of 
baseless rumours published in some 
newspapers. I am very sorry to say 
that some newspapers sometimes 
unnecessarily and baselessly quote 
officials when the officials had not 
made those statements. Even they 
have been quoted like this in news­
papers.

I would like members to bear with 
me. Dewatering operation is still 
going on. Today nothing should be 
published in the press which would 
unnecessarily demoralise our work­
ers, which would create misunder* 
standing. We are all occupied with 
the most important and top priority 
work of dewatering the mines and 
providing relief to those families.

It has been said that many money 
lenders are perhaps harassing those 
people. I must say that the Bihar 
Government, particularly the local ad­
ministration under the supervision of 
the Deputy Commissioner, Dhanbad, 
have done commendable work. I will 
be failing in my duty if I do not pay 
my gratitude to them. They have done 
their maximum. As social workers, 
those people have been working day
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and right. We have seen that they have 
reached every family. They have 
taken care of every family. Even 
the police did extremely good work. 
They have been giving every possi­
ble support. I want to assure tne 
House that nobody would be allowed 
to be so hard-hearted as to exploit 
these people. If anybody does so and 
harasses them, it will be brought to 
our notice and we will take the 
strictest action; if it is brought to our 
notice, the strictest measures will be 
taken against those people who have 
the courage to create any kind of 
harassment to these families.

I want to say a word of gratitude 
to the social organisations. Many 
State Governments have come fo i- 
ward with their donations. Many 
trade union organisations have come 
forward with their donations. So also 
many individuals. As you have seen, 
in this House also there was a pro­
posal about it. Shri Shankar Day a I 
Singh was saying something about 
it. The House knows it already. To 
those who have extended their help 
in any form, we are very grateful.

This tragedy is, really speaking, a 
national tragedy. Theiefore, our 
people have extended every possible 
support and help to these people. I 
must say that the House has de­
bated this issue keeping m mind that 
concrete suggestions should come out.
We will take all these into considera­
tion. The court of inquiry will go 
into all the details. We have re­
quested the ex-Chief Justice of the 
Patna High Court to start the inquiry 
as soon as possible. On Commit Let1 
formed by the Energy Minister nas 
already started working. The Com­
mittee for the co-ordination of relie f 
under my chairmanship has started 
working. I want to assure the House 
that everything possible has been 
done and our effort will be to see 
that this kind of tragedy dOes not 
occur in future. Whatever has to 
be done, should be done by the 
Government.

12, i m  Accident in Chasn&lld 
Coal Mines (Di$c.)

DR. RANEN SEN; I do not want to 
make a speech. When I  spoke, I 
levelled certain criticism against the 
Energy Ministry. I had quoted about 
the failure of the Energy Ministry to 
look after mines safety. I said that 
Mr. Pant was more interested in 
production and nobody was interested 
in mines safety. I had quoted tile 
President of the Burdwan District 
Congress Committee who had openly 
said in a newspaper- that the mines 
in Asansol and Raniganj are in a very 
precarious condition. He had asked 
for a proper inquiry.

SHRI SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH: 
Do not allow a new discussion. He 
hag already started it.

DR. RANEN SEN; No discussion. 
Mr. Pant was not here at that time. 
New he is here. Otherwise, I would 
not have raised this point.

The Congress President had stated 
that a thorough enquiry into the 
condition of mines, the safety and 
security aspect of it, has to be made, 
to find out the actual position.

18.00 hrs.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: That 
is r wider aspect. The hon. Member 
has made the suggestion and the 
Government will look into that
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SHEI CHANDRA JIT YADAV: It is 
a very important question and I 
should like to say a word. As soon as 
wc reached the site, immediately we 
announced that not only one person 
will be given employment but ade­
quate employment to all those fami­
lies will be given. We have already 
offered certain employment to those 
who came forward and offerod them­
selves for employment.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS 
MUNSI: I want to make one sugges­
tion, with the fullest satisfaction on 
tho statements and the answers he 
ha« given in the course of this debate. 
When he sits as the Chairman of the 
committee, will he be kind enough to 
consider a major problem? The mine 
will be closed and possibly there will 
be no operation there The workers
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who were working there will be 
without employment. How will they
survive?

SHRI CHANDRA JIT YADAV; We 
have seen that all those who were 
working in that mine were given 
alternative employment. Some of 
them, about 600 of them are is this 
rescue operation; others have been 
shifted to the neighbouring mines. As 
wc* have said, we will gee that every 
one of them is given his salary for 
this month and we shall see that none 
of them is without a job.

18 05 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 

Jn.uary 15, 1976|Pausa 25, 1897
(Saka).
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