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and suburbs have moved up by 25 per coat 
daring the test ih w  num bs a t •  result 
thereof; and

(c) if so, tbe reaction of Government 
thereto 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI 
K.C. PANT): (a) and (b). According to
information furnished by the Government 
of Maharashtra some prominent Bengali 
film artists have recently gone to Bombay 
for their professional work. No instance 
of prominent businessmen migrating to 
Bombay has come to their notice. The 
Government of West Bengal also do not 
have any information to confirm any migra-
tion of prominent film actors, businessmen 
and others from Calcutta to Bombay. 
According to Government of Maharashtra 
the rise in the value of residential fiats and 
office premises cannot only be attributed to 
any migration from Calcutta. The rise has 
been a continuing trend during the last 
several years due to the influx of people into 
Bombay from all over the country and the 
shortage of residential and office accommo-
dation in tbe city.

(c) Does not arise.

Prices of Industrial Salt in Maharashtra 
and West Bengal

599. SHRI RAJA KULKARNI : Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware that 
Industrial or Chemical salt is being sold at 
Rs. SO per tonne in the State of Maharashtra 
and the same is sold in west Bengal at the 
rate of Rs. 120 per tonne; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government 
thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA) :
(a) Yea, Sir.

(b) While Maharashtra produces enough 
tell to meet its own requirements, West 
penpal haijto  obtain almost ali its require-

ments from the West Cost end Tuticorin 
and the transportation charges add to the 
selling price. Prioe differential is inevitable 
la  the circumstances.

Acquisition of Shares of Mysore Paper 
Mills Ltd. toy 8 large Business House

600. SHRI G .Y . KRISHNAN : Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether some persons belonging to a 
large Business House are acquiring the shares 
of the Mysore Paper Mills Ltd. in which the 
Central Government holds substantial number 
of shares ;

(b) whether representations from 
minority share-holdors have been received 
by Government in this regard ; and

(c) if so, the reaction of Government 
thereto 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI S1DDHESHWAR PRASAD) :
(a) Yes, Sir; but the Central Government 
have no abareholding in this Company.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) Various suggestions have been made 
to  the State Government to  ensure that no 
single group acquires control over the affairs 
of the Company.
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attention notice,

fT̂ r I, I
I  I

12.1 Hrs.
CALLING A T T EN TIO N  TO  M A TT E R  
OF URG EN T PU B L IC  IM PO R T A N C E  
REPORTED B LO W IN G  UP ON A W AGON

CARRYING ARMY EXPLOSIVES NEAR 
FARIDKOT a n d  P IPL I IN  PUNJAB

SHRl D E V IN D E R  SIN G H  G A R C H A  
(Ludhiana) : Sir, I call the a tten tion  o f 
the Minister of D efence to  the  following 
matter of urgent public  im portance and I 
request that he may m ake a sta tem ent 
thereon :

“ The reported  blow ing up o f a wagon 
carrying arm y explosives between 
Faridkot and Pipli in Punjab  and 
damage caused to road  links and R a il-
way links in the N o rth -E ast F ro n tie r 
Railway in W est Bengal, A ssam  and 
T ripura .”

THE M IN IST ER  O F  STA TE (D E -
FENCE P R O D U C T IO N ) IN  T H E  
MINISTRY O F D E F E N C E  (SH R I V ID Y A  
CHARAN SH U K L A ) : M r. Speaker
Sir, On 15. 11. 1971 a t 15.32 hours a  fire 
broke out in a m ilita ry  truck  (containing 
ammunition boxes) w hich had been loaded 
in an open wagon. T he incident took place 
near Pipli Pakbi K alan  flag sta tio n  near 
Faridkot. As a result, som e o f  the am -
munition caught fire and  exploded. A ccord-
ing to our present in fo rm atio n  the fire 
was accidental, and no sabotage is 
suspected.

There have been twelve incidents o f 
sabotage to railw ay lines in the  E astern 
sector, particularly  in th e  S ta tes o f W est 
Bengal, A ssam  and T rip u ra  since 25th 
March, 1971. W e have reasonable grounds 
to believe that these inciden ts have been 
the work of P ak istan i sabo teu rs and agents. 
There have also been seven instances of 
damage being caused to  road b ridges/ 
culverts in these S ta tes by Pak saboteurs.

Honourable M em bers m ight recoHect 
the statement w hich the  Defence M inister 
had made in th is H ouse on 15th N ovem ber 
in which he had pointed  out the serious 
situation which we face along ou r borders

due the m ach in isations o f  the Pak istan i 
M ilita ry  R ulers. These acts o f  sabotage are 
p a rt o f their w ell-designed scheme to 
d isrup t our lines o f  com m unications in  the^e 
sensitive areas, and  also to  create  panic 
in ou r civil popu lation . We have tak en  a 
num ber o f steps to  p revent such inciden ts 
to  p ro tect the lives o f our p o p u latio n , and 
m ain tain  o u r system  o f com m unication  
in th is region. We are fully alive to  these 
dangers on our eastern  bo rders with Bangla 
D esh and  that we are tak ing  all possib le 
steps to safeguard  the  lives and  property  o f 
In d ian  citizens in th is  region.

SH R I D E V IN D E R  S IN G H  G A R C H A  : 
M f. Speaker, S ir, it is a cause fo r sa tis fac -
tion  to know  that the explosion near 
Pipli was not the result o f  a  sabo tage, but 
the satisfaction is m arred  in  the know ledge 
th a t we transporting  o u r  high explosives 
in open wagons or in tarpau lin -covered  
trucks thus inviting d isastrous accidents. 
M ay I know  if the D sfence M in iste r w ould 
devise scientific and safe m ethods to tran s-
port our am m unition  so th a t we do  no t 
have it exploding in ou r own hands and 
also, in th a t process, d isrup t ou r co m m u n i-
cation  system  ?

Secondly, 19 inciden ts o f a  sabotage in  
seven m onths, and th a t alone in the 
eastern  region, a re  a very d istu rb ing  fact. 
It is a very good th a t we have taken steps 
to  protect the  people and  m a in ta in  com -
m unication , as the M inister said  ju st now, 
bu t in th is hour o f peril, efforts a lone c an -
no t be a  sufficient m easure  o f  our 
com petence. I th!nk we will have to  go by 
the results achieved and  n o t m erery by the 
efforts m ade.

M ay I, th erefo re , ask if  th e  D efence 
M in ister would give an  assurance to  the 
H ouse th a t the  hopes that in the days to 
com e, the incidents o f sabotage will be cu r-
bed if  no t com pletely overcom e ?

SH R I V ID Y A  C H A R A N  S H U K L A  : 
S ir, there is a  way and prodedure  to  tran s-
port these dangerous sto res liks am m unition . 
O bviously, there was som e fault in the tran s-
p o rta tio n  because o f which th is accident 
took  place. T he railw ays are  constitu ting  
a court o f  enquiry  an d  we hope th a t we will 
be able to  precisely find ou t the reason why 
th is incident took place, ;


