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It seems there are 8 or 9 

members from the Government 
side and three or four on the 
other side. I requested the Minister 
of Parliamentary. Affairs about exten
sion of time. He says the time might 
be extended by an hour. Therefore, 
the Minister will speak after these 
members speak. 

SHRl EBRAHIM SULAIMAN SAlT: 
Is the Minister replying today? 

MR CHAIRMAN: Tomorrow. 

STATEMENT BE. SHORTAGE OF 
COAL IN UTTAR PRADESH 

THE MINISTER OF RAll..WAYS 
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA): Sir, Shri S. 
M. Banerjee ~aised the question of 
shortage of cOal in Uttar Pradesh this 
morning. While there baa been pro-
gressive improvement in the loading 
of coal from Bengal and Bihar fields, 
since 1970-71, it is a fact and 1 am 
conscious of it that there is consider-

able unsatisfied demand of slack coal 
and soft coke. The railways are m3K· 

ing every effort in conjunction with 
the new Coal Mines Authority to im
prove the level of loading Within the 
existing resources. I had already in
dicated in my budget speech that there 
was need for additional wagons and 
that 15,000 wagons have been recently 
ordered over and above the 26,000 
wagons already in order. With the 
materialisation of these orde!"s for 
additional wagons, the level of loading 
is bound to incease. 

iU\er tne takm& over of tile 
management ot all coal mines oy toe 
LiOyenlln~nt, it has been possible lor 
the MlniSl.rY of Steel and Mines and 
me railways to initiate schemes to re
ol'ganL>e coal loadine to improve the 
""..gon availablhty with a view to 
satiSlying different demands for coal 
at the required levels. At the Minis
..en", level and at the operating levels 
on the zonal railways, there is ade
quate CCH>r<i.nation in planning and 
execution of coal movements. The 
Ministry of Ste.!l and Mines are also 
actively coordmating with the State 
Governments to bulk the coal require
ments of small-scale industries, the 
brickburning industry and domestic 
consumers and move coal in large 
quantities in train loads from the coal
fields to selected points in the respec
tive States. Eventually, it is the in~ 
tention to open dumps at convenient 
places from which further distribution 
would be done by road Within a given 
radius. 

I have no hesitation in saying that 
as a result of the joint efforts of the 
two Ministries, there will be an im-
provement in the availability of coal 
in different consuming centres In the 
country. 

18.03 Imi. 

The Lok Saboo then adjourned ti!! 
E!even of the Clock em Fridal/, April 
6, 1973/Chaitra 16, 1895 (Saka). 
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