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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING (SHRI D. P. CHATIOPA-
DHYAYA): (a) and (b). The information is 
being collected and will be laid on the Table 
of the Lok Sabh:t. 

CALLING A TIENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

REPORTED NON-PROCUREMENT OF FARMERS' 
ENTIRE PRODUCE AT PRICE FIXED BY 

GOVERNMENT 

MR. SPEAKER: We now take up the 
Call Attention Notice. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chirayinkil): 
We have given notice ... 

MR. SPEAKER: You should know the 
procedure. 

SHRI VA Y ALAR RA VI: The Punjab 
Assembly has been dissolved. . . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Punjab Assembly 
question cannot make me depart from the pro-
cedure. After the Call Attention notice. 
Shri A. P. Sharma. 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA (Buxar): I call the 
attention of the Minister of Agriculture to the 
following matter of urgent importance and I 
request that he may make a statement thereon: 

The reported non-procurement of far-
mers' entire produce at the price fixed by 
Government, non-lifting of entire procured 
produce and non-payment of sale price 
thereof to farmers in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab and 
other States. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): Cultivators gen-
erally keep a purtion of their produce for 
their own needs like consumption, seed, etc. 
Further, a cultivator is not compelled to sell 
his produce to the Government. If he can get 
a price higher then the procurement price 
announced by Government, he is free to sell 
it in the open market. Even at the procurement 
price, he is not obliged to sell to Government 
but C.III sell to the trade if hc so chooses to do: 
The commitment of Government is to purchase 
all grdin falling within the prescribed speci-

fications offered by the cultivators at the pro-
curement price. The question of procuring 
the farmers' entire produce does not, therefore, 
arise. The Food Corporation of India and 
other procuring agencies have been vigorously 
purchasing the foodgrains offered by the far-
mers falling within the prescribed specifications 
at the procurement prices announced by 
Government. During the current Rabi season, 
upto about 8th June 3.3 million tonnes of 
wheat have been purchased as against 1.8 and 
1.75 million tonnes for the corresponding 
periods of 1970-71 and 1969-70 respectively. 
The procurement J1Iade so far is already higher 
than the total procurement made during the 
last year. Such massive procurement would 
show that, by and large, Government are ful-
filling their commitment of offering price 
support to the producer at the level of procure-
ment prices announced by Government. 

As the House is aware, unseasonal rains 
during the months of April and May have 
caused damage to wheat lying on the threshing 
floor. In order to give relief to the producers, 
Government have relaxed the specifications for 
procurement of wheat and the procuring 
agencies are purchasing rain damaged wheat 
falling within the relaxed specifications. 

Since the market arrivals this year have 
been almost double that of last year and the 
procurement also has been 1.4 million tonnes 
higher, this has posed problems with regard 
to storage and movement. The problem of 
movement has been further accentuated be-
cause of the difficulties of moving the grain in to 
the Eastern region where conditions are diffi-
cult because of unprecedented inJIux of re-
fugees etc. However, every effort is being made 
to step up movement by rail to the maximum 
extent possible. Maximum possible movement 
is also resorted to by road. Storage capacity 
in the procuring States is also being augmented 
by accelerating construction works and hiring 
god owns to the maximum extent possible to 
store the balance of the grain. 

Arrangements have also been made for 
prompt payment of full procurement price 
corresponding to the quality of the grain pro-
cured. By and large, there have been no com-
plaints except in the State of Uttar Pradesh. 
Under the marketing system in Uttar Pradesh. 
there are two sets of agents, the Kacha Arhatia~ 
purchasing directly from the farmers and the 
Pucca Arhatias representing the wholesale 
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agencies purchasing from the Kacha Arhatias. 
The presence of two sets of middlemen at. 
times gives rise to malpractices. The·· Food 
Corporation of India and the State Govern-
ment have tightened the administrative arrange-
ments to eliminate such malpractices to the 
maxium possible extent. These include g(eater 
involvement of co-operatives in procurement 
and enlarging the scope of direct purchases 
from the producers. As a long term measure 
the State Government has also been requested 
to take in hand measures to improve the 
marketing system in the State. . 

The massive procurement operations to 
provide support to the farmers are continuing. 
The Government is keeping a continuous watch 
on the problems of procurement, handling and 
movement and no effort is spared in ensuring 
that the farmers get the full benefit of the 
announced procurement prices. 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: Is it not a fact 
that in many places adequate number of agents 
have not been appointed by the Government 
and wherever procurement is made, the farmers 
are not paid in time and they have to face lot 
of difficulties in getting their payments? 

Is it also not a fact that although the pro-
curement price has been fixed at Rs. 76 per 
quintal, the farmers are not getting that, but 
are getting less than that amount which is a 
fixed rate, and the difference is being shared 
by the middlemen? 

May I be assured by the Government that 
these difficulties will be removed and that the 
farmers will get the full payment in time? 

Also I would like to know as to what is the 
machinery which has been set up for this pur-
pose, to see that the farmers are not harassed? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: There 
is some truth in the complaints from U.P. But, 
the bulk of the procurement is from Punjab 
and Haryana. For instance, as I said, total 
procurement up to the 8th Junc this year was 
3.3 million tonnes. Out of that, practically 26 
lakh tonnes were from Punjab and Haryana. 
As I said, in UP there arc two sets of middle-
men, kacha arhatias and pucca arhatias. There-
fore. Government feels that it would be the 
best thing to have direct system of purchusc 
from the farmers. We have already slarted 
this Oil triul basis to have direct purchase from 

the farmers in cooperation with the Sta~e 
Governments. The grain marketing structure 
will have to be amended so that the malpractices 
are eliminated and to overco!11e the present-
day difficulties, we have suggested the setting 
up of popular committees at the mandi levels 
and we have given adequate power to the dis-
trict magistrates. If any dispute arises, the 
decision of the District Magistrate is to be 
considered final. We are trying to have the 
local involvement also. But, there is some truth 
that there are some complaints of malpractices. 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: What is the 
machinery set up for looking into the com-
planits? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Popu-
lar Committees are being set up at the Mandi 
levels. They are being involved. 
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[m~~] 
~ fi:r1rlf ~ ~~ imJ fCfim<fT ~) cfprn 
~~ ~~~'C[it 1:1;~ ~ ~ 
"ffi~" it ~ ~ I' 3fllR \3"m 
00 ~ I ~~ 'R ~ ~, qf.f qffi 'fiT 
'fT11 ~ l{lf~ w ~ fm:r W ~ I ~~ ~ 
~ ~ m ~ fc!; fcl;mifT CfiT qm ~ rn 
it ~ Kcf'flcf ~ ~ I 'flIT *'T ~ 
em- GfIi'I'flP() if ~ ~ +IT am ~ f'li 
f'timrfT <fil ~ t:J;'Ii t:J;~ ~ ~ ;;rr '!'flT ~ 
~fiA" arm a'fl" +IT ~;re~ Glll" ~ fttr. 
<Tit ~ I arm a'fl" (1") f~i.ll CfiT ~ f~ 
~W~ 1 3f+IT ~ 1f?fT ~ ~~ fc!; 
~ ~ ~J 'fl"<: m ~ I fcI;mif ~ ~ 
~ <fl) ~T ~ ~ .mr ~ ~ I f1fimilT CfiT 
\jfif ~~ CfiT ~ ~T ~ ~ih1T ~ 
f.fi<1r ~ ~ am: \3"'ii~ ~m ~T tn: 
~ fulff ~~, CiIT~ +rTCf ~ 'Ii1l 'R 
fulff G\Tffi ~ I ~ 0fT\jf" ~~ ~ ~ f'li ~ 
~ ~T 'fl"<: m ~ I fc!;mi:i'T em- (l"f;:r-
ffirr ~ a'fl" mf~ ll'iT if ~ ~ ~ I 
f~~ ~ "f~ ~ ~ ~ am: ~-m 
fu;~ ~)if fc!;ln ~T I Bff;;; ~ ~ ~ 
fc!; ~-+IT ~ &r~~ anrT a'fl" 'iff ~T 
~f ~ ~ I llfl:ffi ~T ~T rr~ f'li!:!T tn:rT ~ 
am: rr <tft{ 3fT~~ iJ:~ fuir ifl:l; ~ ,~ 
~~ m ~ f'Jim;:ff it \jf") ~ or'h: 
~4M't ~ ~ ~ it ~ I Gt1 ~ fot;m;;T 
~ m'<f q:;:m GTlf ~if ~T it ~~, 'lilf GT'if 

~ <t't ~T ~ ~ !flIT ~T 1t.ff ~~ ~ 
~il' ? mu ~ ~~ ~ ft;rQ; ~n: 
q~ ~ I ~f\j'lf ~~ tn: ar;rr (fCfi <tft{ 
~T~ f~iro<l 'TIlT ~)qT iJ{ ~, <tft{ ~ 
3fI~~ rr~ ror ~ ~ f'li ~ ~~ 3Rn: ~ I 
~~ ~fm ~ ~f-~f f~T m, 
~ it ~ '10: ~fiA" 'fIT{ l'q'"ffi rrcft;;rr ~ 
~ I ~ 'flT~~ 'fl"GlT ~ m'fi"T'r ~ 
<:r<:I:fi ~ 31~r a'fl" rrit \3OTTJ; lfn; ~ I ~ 
~ trnft~ ~ flf;m;:r) iF ~ 3fT ~ 
~ ~ 1f!:!T ~ I arTrr a:~ flfi ~<rr ~1fT 
~, ~, t'f1fft amr ~ ~ t I ~ 

~ it m +rTCfT tn: ~ 'flVfT f'flmif) 
CfiT~if@'~CflIT ~? ~ ~ ~ 
~ it 'ifT if@' ~ I ~ Gf"Tifi1T ~ ~ fc!; 
~ 'R ~ ~ ~ ~ 'fl"<: <tft{ ~ 
~~? 

~-q~ ~~: it· ~-m 3TfIt'IiT 
~ fu;rrrrr ~ ~ CfiIf~ u:~. ~ 
~ ~ om: it ffif<t; ~m ~!i~ fc!;lrr ;;rr 
~ 1'T~mitm~~T~ Im~ 
~ ~T I mite ~ CiITG GIl ~~ OAT ~ 
3fT~ ~Tlf.f an<IT1 q~ ~ SI"'fi'l<: ~ : 

"There shall be no debtate on such 
statement at the time it is made but each 
Member in whose name the item stands in 
the List or Business may, with the per-
mission of the Speaker, ask a question." 

Cf~ ~ ~~-Cf1f~ fu~e qrr ~ I ~~
$A ~ f~ ~~-m 3fT'T ~ m~, 
~~ ~~-m ~ ~~ ~ I Bf'tirr 
fuife it (1") ~m ~T ;rG~ f~i ;;rrrrr 
:qrf~ I ~~ ~ ~~ ~'Ii lfif ~ ~ I 
,,~~ arr:rr i'f~T I 3fltR ~~ fttr. ~ I 

-q W'fll orga l!l§crf<n: 'fl"<:rrT ~m ~ I 
~~ f~ ;;rr!:!T <P: I ~~~ ~ (I"'h: 
'R ~T org~ ~e ~T ~~T ~ Bf'lirr 3fT'l'flT 
~ m ~ 31T!:!T rr~T I 

m ~T~ f~~ : ~ ~ ~ f<t; 
m f'(l 'fill! <"11 ~r ~l:I:fi -qif +f?iT ~'tG<r ~ 
elWT fu;rm ~ \3"i1'flT ~ ~'C[Ti'f oR I ~T 
in:r ~ ~.I <:TG\'f~ ~ ~'fl"<: ~-SI"~~ 
if ~~ ~ ~'C£Trr 'fl"<: ~ I 

SHRI ANi ',-\,SA HER P. SHINDE: May [ 
say something, \\ ith your pcrl1li,'.sirdl? I ap-
prcciate the C()I1CCI'l1 of the hon. Mcmc.:r [(Ir 

the intercsts of th..: rarnlcr<. We arc equ<1l1y 
concerned about the intcrests of lhe fall11ers. 
The han. Member referred to a particular case 
of a fake chequc. Th:.1t cheque \\as not from 
the Food Corpomtit'''. btlt it w::s rrclll < ,'me 
trader. As soon as we sa IV I he rel'(\1'\ in the 
press, we had (\rdered ;\l1 inquiry into thc 
plIrt iClllar ellS,. 
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All the same, the hon. Member should ~ rn it fu't!: ~'f.f ~ iRr ~ 
appreciate that the arrivals this year in the ~,~? 
market have been almost doublc those Of last l:? 
year, and the farmers' interests would have 
very much suffered had there not been Jllassive AAm ;;ft ~ ~ <fiT u:'fi S!"l~ 
purchases on behalf of the Food Corporation. ' ~ ~ ~ ~ <fiT ~ ~ ~n: ~ I 
So, the positive aspect is there. Even in UP " • .........;+ ~ ~ 
particularly the market arrivals were four times ~ tn: ~ m "1IQI tn: ~""I«I ;nIT l:?, 
higher than last year, and if the Food Corpora- 54- 5 6 ~ f~2:~ it ;ncr tn: ~T if 
tion had not entered in 'a massive way in the ~~ ~ I Cfi11tT R<rT G'fi ~'fiT W ~ 
market I think that the farmers' interests 
would have suffered very much. There may be f.:t;n:r ilT'U ~~ 'fiT 3lGT ~ ~ ;nIT 
some cases of complaint, and we shall look ~ 'f){1fCl €,q Cfir.Rf'fiT"U 'fiT Cfi11tT ft;Tf Q'Il 
into them. We are trying to improve the sys- q":rM';:J'2"X ~ I ......rl-~If f'fimifT it 
tcm. But the role of the Food Corporation '<II '.<1.1 1+1<.'11 ':l.~"" 

which is a public sector organisation entering (I'lfJ1T ~1IT ~ \ift ~ ~ it ~ it 
the nnrket in the interests of the farmers should m1f.r ~'~ <IT m \3'if'fiT ihJcf M, a.r 
be appreciated by the HOllse. 

~ \3'm q.~r fq~ I It \ifRiiT 'ifT~ ~ 
.. P..ft ~~ ~(:f: ~T it om: It 
~ ~l ~ ~ I 76 it or;jfflf 69 ~ 
m- ;jff ~ ~' I ~'fi) ~T ~ 'lIT <t@ ? 

SHRT ANNSASAHER P. SHlNDE: J 
have said that we shall look into the matter. 

~T gtfi'f ~ CfiWCfl'q (~): ~ 
f.:t;n:r it t:l,-;;jcT [I'D' ~T~rn.c.T it IT'Ifuct; ll"e1:f-

J;f~~ it rcrrfu<i<:, +rTtrT~, ~'{ 31h: ~ 
fuf~T it 3frq:,{ arrrT;;r ~ ;;mIT ~ I 

~m fil'T+f [ro ~'ffi ~ ~D; ~ro 
[ro arrrT'if 'fiT ;;it ~ amft ~ ~ ~Cfi <tT 
;;rnrr· ~ I ~m arrrT'if qu;:q: 3TT ;jffffi ~ m 
~ w ~ ~ ~ ~l m <f ~ ~ ~ I 70-
7 5 ~<r ;;r) arrfT;jf Cfir ~t m-r It 31RlT 
~ \3'ifCfiT n:~ ~ f<{llT ;;rrm ~ I '3'<f<tT 
tIio-ifio cmqrf'{lfT it m~ 6:mr ~ I ~T 
ffi<r ~~<R<:T it !fre ~ ~~ ~ I ~ 0llT'lliT 
50, 54 lfT 6 0 ~~ f<fCf~ it +rTCI' ~ ~ 
it 3fTlff g3TT ~ ~R ¥f ~ m ~~ 
a:r;:rr;;r 'fiT fl10m ~ OTR m ~ ~CfiT it 
Z'{~ 'Ii<: 3fh: fcF~T '+11' 'fir.iCTCfiT<: ~ <fN ~ 
;fiT if ~ arm ~ I 3fOT ~r 31<fT;;r CfiT 7 4-

75 (iqit it +rTOT !f<: ~T~~,cr ~TU wr~ 
fc;p;ff ;jffffi ~ I 'ilT 1!<fT'liT ~ Tffi ~ \3"ffq 
'filiT~., ~m 'fiT "I'm ~~ffi ~ I it ;;n;:r;:rr 
:onwrr ~ ~ CflTT ~T ~r lPf1 ~
~ 'fiT ~ am: 3flT<: ~ m \>:~ fu'fiT<f~ 11\') 

f'li 'FIT 3TTm \ifTif'fiT":T ~ f'li Cfilf 00 tn: 
3foiT;;r ~<:ro ~T ? 

~'fC'{ {1"m~arrfT;jf m:r~ ~ I ~r 
ara~ 'fCfrf{1"cr 'fiT 3f<ff;jf ~~'f.f m:m ~, 
~~'fiT D;Cfi ~ i:r~ qrn ~ f;rm it ~ 
it mll"it W<fT ~ ~ I f'fiCRT ~ 31h: 
~'lIT ~ 3f<ff;jf ~ ~m 3fTq' ~ I ~~Cfir 
~ ~ ~ g{, ~~ +rT D;Cfi ~ ~ I 

'fil1:1JT ~ ~ f'Ii ~~ 3TT!f1fi qr~ ~T ~ I 
;; ~r 31T!fit qrn ~ ~ ;; 3fTlfit qr~ 3f<fT;;r 
~it '~, ;jffif it m~<f @' ~ I ~it '1){1"fCflf-!f 
;;it 3fliT;of <fiT ~{1" g3TT ~, \ffiCfiT i'flI<fT it 
~~ 3TTlfT ~ ~~ ~T oirt ~ am: lf~ 
T:;rT f~ it ~ ~t ~ 'fiT ~ I ~~ 
m ~~? ~Cfin: 'fiT iTm ~T wit; 
BR1: ~ ~ 93fT ~ ? ~'IiR it ~<f em 
~f.1 ~ ~ ~ ? ~ 3f<TT'if qr;:fi if; 3frG'{ 

+rl~ ~ ~ I I 

cfi)~ ~if~ ~T m~T;;rit 'fi~<I

'fiRT em rn !f>~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~' ~ I ~ 

Cfi\Jff <tT ormIT it ffll:!; ~ 'Ii<:~ ~ I ~ 

~ ~ fct; ~u ~ orrfuf Cfi~T I fiRfr;:r 
it qm arrrT;;r ~T 93fT ~, <f.T~ ~€t~T ~r 
~ I ~ aA1'iT ~ <:r+rr CTT ~ 'fi;;rT 
'q~T I ~f<Pf m<m~ ~ 3frIT'if 1FT i'-rcfT 
~ ~ I ~ m ~ arr« !fi~t if; qrn 
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[~ ~ ~ CfiWcfT1I'] 
ar-=rr;;r ~ san ~ I it \ifTiAT ~ ~ fcIi 
~~~srornr~~? 

~ ~ it ar.rI"Gf mqj rn ~ ~ 
. ~ w ~ I ~~. it ~ \ill' 'fi1: it fctim;:if 

'fiT 3fi'Ili>I' mq; 'fi1: ~ ~ I 

~ 'fr-ATtf ~: ~ en{ 1IJI!I1IJ' 
Of{f~~~'l 

~ ~ : \ill 1fT1!f1Jr ~ ~ it 
~cr.T~r~ ~~I a:rN ~ if 
~cRl 

'1i ~ ~ ~ : ifilildifiT< aJtR 
ar.rI"Gf ifil <fiR;' ~ ~ ij' ~ it ~ 
~ I !~ ~ ~ it 3FfT;;J mqj rn ~ 
~~w~litmaIT{ mqj rn~ 
m ~ <iTt ~ ~a- ~ 1U q~ aIT{ ~ ~ ~ I 

P..TI ~ ~ ~ (.qlf~q<) : 
arr;;r ~ 'izr fW ~ ij' ~ ~ ~ I 
~arWm~t? ~;r;;rcit~1ft 
ifil{ srornr fifilfPTlIT ~ ? 

q~lft~m: ~~t~ 
\ifR ~ Gf\ifTit t oN< 'fill!" ~ ~ ~ ~ I 

P..TI W~" 'iR ~If: Q;ifi affirlf ~ 
amr it iffiT W ¥{T I f~r.fir~ ~ it ar.rI"Gf 
m1li rn ~ ~ ~"1T W ~ it ifiI'ild'-
Cfil"{T t ~T q'( \iff ~ m 3FfT\if 

ifil mqj ifi'( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Gf"9d' 
~crwr~~ ~'f' ~Cf!rtt~ 
~ I m f~mq;~~mq:;mr~ 
d'ifi~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ .qlf~4< ~ 
it ~ ~ ~, sr~ 11''( it ~ ~r ~ I ~ 
~ t ft;ro; m ~ ~ ~ a:rN;mit 

\iff~~? 

tf"Iir.d' lfT~ it aIT{ aiR ~ ~ ~ 
~ :af<ffi ~ q'( ar.rI"Gf ~ \iIro;, ~ 
iif<iT om ~T a:rN rn \ifr ~ ~ 'I 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: The 
hon. member wants to blame Government even 
for natural calamities. 

SHRI PILOO MOOY (Godhra): Why not? 

SHRI P. K. OEO (Kalahandi): Why did 
they not insure against natural calamities? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINOE: I am 
glad Shri Kachwai has developed a new line 
of approach now. He has mentioned that some 
rich farmers and some traders were also ex-
ploiting the farmers. I hope he wiIJ convince 
his party ... 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: Let 
him reply to the points raised by the hon. 
member. We are not discussing party policies 
here. 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHiNOE: I only 
mentioned that the hon. member has found 
that farmers are exploited by some traders 
and farmers. 

As for the interests of the farmers, they are 
equally dear to us. We will refer the specific 
complaints referred to by him to the Madhya 
Pradesh Government. 

'1i W~ ~ ~: at'E<i'lft~, 
~mifiT~~rorr'flU ~I ~ 
q'( aIT{ if@' ~, ~ ~ ~,~ ifiroIf 

3FfT\if ~ W ~ I atifI\jf ~rit ~ ~ 
~if@'~1 ~mr ~\ifTW~ 
fcIi~~~1 

P..TI~~~: ~IH~-
~, ~~, ~ CfiWcfT1I', if ~ ~ 
~ f.t; ~ ~ ~:q ~ fcIi ~ it ~ 56 
~ q'( ~ 'flU ~, \jfGf fit; 1fT<{ 76 

m~1 

;;it iijq\:\allGll ~ ~ " ~ ~ t 
~ ~ anq ifil( f4n ~ ~ ?-

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHlNDE: I have 
already said that we shall rcfcr the specific 
c)mplaints to the Madhya Pradesh Govern-
m!;nt· 
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~'~~~lf: ~Iff~, 
~ ~T 'liT ~ f~{,\c(I~c. I ~ e:ro 
70 srfumT ~ ~lfi{ it ~ ~ I 
~ctW~~~am:~~ 
lfi{ mck ihrffi ~ I 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHiNDE: I have 
said about the specific complaints that we 
shall refer them to the State Government. 

SHRI P. K. DEO: The Minister's state-
ment is most misleading as there is no open 
market in this country so far as procurement 
of foodgrains is concerned. The Food Cor-
poration of India, a Government of India 
undertaking, which was presided over till the 
other day by a defeated Congress Minister, 
has the full right of procurement of food-
grains in this country and, being a monopoly 
concern, all the corollary evils of the mono-
poly system are there. Day in and day out 
we get reports of nepotism, corruption, irre-
gular payments and harassment of the mill-
owners, purchaisng agents and cultivators, 
creation of artificial barriers and discrimina-
tion in classification of cereals. For instance, 
I would like to point out that the Safri variety 
of paddy is being procured as fine paddy in 
Kalahandi at Rs. 5 less than the procurement 
price prevailing in the adjoining Raipur Dis-
trict, Shri Vidya Charan Shukla's constituency, 
where it is procured as superfine paddy. 
Taking into consideration all these factors, 
is it not high time that we did away with these 
artificial barriers, the food zones and the suf-
focating controls, so that there is free flow of 
cereals throughout the country and the price 
is decided by the universal law of demand and 
supply and the cultivator gcts the fruits of his 
labour. Especially now when national frontiers 
are shrinking and we have a common market 
in Europe, why in a country like this should 
we have these barriers, especially .... hen the 
foodgrains output in this country has reached 
more than 106 million tonnes? So, I would 
like to ask when there is going to be an end 
to all these barriers, suffocating controls and 
food zones. 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHiNDE: The 
hon. Member is advocating the theory of free 
trade. I do not blame him because it is his 
party's view. The hon. Member made a number 
of mis-statements. For instance, he said there 
was no free trade. But he knows that on wheat 
there is 1:0 ban whatsoever. Any private 

persons can purchase any quantity of wh~llt 
anywhere they like. The only thing is that in 
the interest of the farmers we purchase at the 
procurement price. The formers are likely 
to get a higher price and they can sell it to 
anybody. There is no restriction on the move-
ment of wheat or coarse grain except in the 
rationed area of Calcutta and Howrah. In the 
case of paddy there are such restrictions. This 
was reviewed in the last Chief Minister's con-
ference and on the basis of the consensus that 
emerged in the Chief Ministers Conference the 
Government of India decided to continue such 
a ban. The present is not an appropriate time 
to review the position. We shall review the 
position in the coming September. The food 
position is easy and there is no difficulty as 
such. For rice this is not the right time to 
review the position. 

SHRI P. K. DEO: Regarding Safri 
variety, why is there the price difference in the 
adjoining districts? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHiNDE: I shall 
look into this. 

12.26 hrs. 

RE: DISSOLUTION OF PUNJAB 
ASSEMBLY 

MR. SPEAKER: I have received a certain 
motion under rule 377 about the dissolution of 
the .Punjab Assembly by Shri H. K. Singh, 
Darbara Singh, Sat Pal Kapur and Shri Vayalar 
Ravi. I have placed this as item 7. A. They 
will get their turn when we take up that item. 
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