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dent institution, namely, the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences. So, from all these 
different types of hospitals and institutions, 
have they taken steps to see that proper tabula
tion and assessment is made of the source* 
from which all these patients have been 
brought, so that the areas concerned could 
b<* properly dealt with both from the preven
tive aspect and the curative aspect ?

SHRI UMA SHANKAR D IK SH IT : 
As far as the question of keeping 
large stocks or adequate stocks in 
hospital* is concerncd, this vaccine 
does not keep long. If  you keep it in large 
quantities, it deteriorates and becomes in
effective. But in the Kalavati Saran Hospital 
where this incidence has been seen, there was 
adequate vaccine. It is not as if when infor
mation is received we start rushing about and 
getting this. There has been a regular plan 
not only for import but for local production 
and for distribution. So far as import is con
cerned, some Bombay firms have been given 
recently some licences also, and two impor
ters DeCru/s Corporation, Bombay, and 
Chandraxnohan, Ltd., Bombay, have been 
importing. The DeCruz Corporation had 
advertised in the newspapers, particularly in 
South India, where there was a heavy demand 
for vaccines sometime ago, that the vaccine 
was available with them in adequate quanti
ties.

About the class of persons or the 
areas from which these patients are 
drawn, I  am afraid I  am not able to 
say whether we Will be able to imme
diately give this information. It will 
need research—

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : I  wanted to 
know whether there is any system for regularly 
assessing the areas from which the patients 
are coming, because they may not be always 
slum areas.

SHRI UMA SHANKAR D IK SH IT: 
The Haffekine Institute people have been 
invited precisely to carry out this survey, 
but whether it is done normally, I  am not able 
«osay„

M R .  S P E A K E R : S h r i  H ,  M .  P a t e l ,

SHRI H. M. PATEL (Dhandhuka) : 
I  have no question to ask ; so long as his 
pertains only to Delhi, all relevant questions 
have been answered.

MR. SPEAKER . He is the first gentleman 
in my experience who has said that he 
is satisfied. (Interruption)

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : May 
I ask one question ? STOW f l f

snrnrr ^rr?rr |  sns s t a r e  s t  srrer f  w«r s ta rt

12.14 fan .

RE : SITUATION IN WEST BENGAL

SHRIM.KALYANASUNDARAM (Tiruchi- 
rapalli) : Sir, I  want to Invite your
attention to a very serious matter about the 
situation in West Bengal. There is a serious 
condition in respect of the refugee camps* 
The seriousness can be well understood from 
this fact. The Chief Minister of West Bengal 
is a very sober and reasonable gentleman. 
He has sent an SOS to the Government of 
India, threatening to resign, if pioper help is 
not forthcoming quickly. The house expects 
the Prime Minister to make a statement imme
diately. May I know whether any responsible 
minister would make a statement on this ?

SHRI SAMAR M UKHERJEE: (Howrah) 
I support him. I  have received a telegram 
from Mr. Mohammed Ismail, M. P. saying :

“ Inhuman torture let loose by the Industrial 
Security Force on Durgapur workers. .**

MR. SPEAKER : You should have given 
some notice about it.

SHRI SAMAR M UKHERJEE: Calling 
attention has been refused. Will you 
the calling attention ? An abnormal situation 
has developed there. There is stoppage of 
work and 55 men injured.

* I
MR. SPEAKER: I  can mot assure him 

anything now. There should bfc proper notice.
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SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(GwaJior) : About the refugee problem,
we have given notice asking for a short dura
tion discussion. The situation is serious.

MR. SPEAKER : I hope you will convey 
the feelings of the House to thr Prime 
Minister.

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND HOU
SING, AND HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING (SHRI UMA SHANKAR 
DIKSHIT) : So far as the health side is 
concerned, I am ready to give the information.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Alipore) : 
The House will not be meeting till Monday. 
The newspaper report says that cholera epi
demic has broken out on a mass scale.

MR. SPEAKER : He was asking about the 
resignation threat by the Chief Minister.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS AND SHIPPING AND TRANS
PORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR) : Apart from 
press reports, we do not have any other report. 
We shall certainly try to find out what exactly is 
the position. If it is desirable, we shall come 
forward with a statement.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA i Today ?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: I  cannot say 
that. The Prime Minister is going tomorrow 
to West Bengal and she will attend to this pro
blem.

«ft srasr m W t :
u f  w ft 1 1  arcprrc

ercsfr % <mr ^  t  Srf** in f t
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SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: I  was talking 
about the resignation.

SHRI S. M. BANEKJEE (K anpur): In  
today’s Statesman, it is said on the front pag e : 

“Centre to decide cm refugees today.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram* who was in Calcutta 
yesterday, will be back here tomorrow. Hr 
will give Mrs. Gandhi and other leaden his 
assessment of the refugee situation and the 
problems created by the spread of cholera. 
The Prime Minister will thus be able to 
indicate the Centre’s thinking when she visits 
Calcutta on Saturday.”

Sir, before a decision is taken on the question 
whether the refugee problem has to be tackled 
by the Centre or the State should share the 
responsibility, this House should get an oppor
tunity to discuss it. We are not concerned with 
the Chief Minister’s threat to resign. We 
should have a proper discussion here on this 
problem before a  decision is taken.

«ft ( j f c f t jn f t )  : a r^
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THE M INISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRJ 
jACyiWAN R A M ); Iw&sifi Calcutta and * 
had * discussion with the Chief Minister, the
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Deputy Chief Minister and Shri Tarun Kanti 
Ghosh. The influx of refugees is very large. 
They are spreading throughout West Bengal. 
They have reached a large number. Thry 
have reached near the Dum Dum airport and 
they are trying to enter the city of Calcutta. 
Naturally, the West Bengal Government is very 
much concerned about that—the mixing up 
of the refugees with the population there. Of 
course, so far as the responsibility lor the 
maintenance and upkeep of the refugees is 
concerned, naturally it is that of the Cential 
Government. We are not shirking that res
ponsibility. We will have to look after that. 
What the West Bengal Government want is 
that the refugees in the camps should be kept 
in such a w«iy that they do not mix with the 
people and create law and order problem. 
Because, the feeling in the country is so much 
pro-Bangla Desh that any speech against 
Bangla Desh or pro-Pakistan will naturally 
create tension in the country and the Bengal 
Government is very much concerned about 
that. About the resignation and other things,
1 am not aware of them. They did not men
tion anything. We discussed how to devise 
ways and means to meet the situation.

SHRI INDRAJIT GU P1A : What about 
the cholera epidemic among the refugees ?

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM : We did not 
discuss that. That is for the Health Minister 
and the Rehabilitation Minister.

MR. SPEAKER : I have faxed a Calling 
Attention Motion on this.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai) : Sir, I 
have written to you about this. This has 
appeared in the press, I  have received numer
ous telegrams from different areas that already 
cholera epidemic has broken out and it is 
spreading to the different districts. Already 
the four districts of 24 Parganas, Malda, West 
Dinajpur and Nadia had a toll of at least 5,000 
and it is spreading. Sir, you say you have 
admitted the Calling Attention. According to 
the procedure that is followed in this House it 
is possible to take up the matter today at 5.30 
p. m. The matter is very urgent and impor
tant and we must know from the government 
what they are doing. Thousands of people are 
losing their Uvea and we hear from Radio 
Australia, from New Zealand and we read in

the Times that many countries are sending 
vaccines. Yet, this Government do not come 
out even with a statement. The matter is 
very urgent. Tomorrow is Saturday and so it 
could be taken up only on Monday. Already, 
5000 deaths have taken place. I would suggest 
that the matter should be taken up today it
self. . (interruptions) This government has no 
right to continue in office . . .  (interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : He cannot go on speak
ing like that every time.

SHRI UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT : Sir,
I can understand the concern atid anxiety of 
this House. We are faced with a serious situa
tion and the influx or refugees goes on increa
sing rapidly

SHRI M. KALYANASUNDARAM : Not 
merely influx but there is the epidemics.

SHRI UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT : This 
epidemics is because of the large number of 
people coming in. If  the influx is at this rate, 
not only medicines but nothing could be 
supplied. That is the point 1 am trying to 
make. Since yesterday afternoon I have been 
in constant touch with our Officers in Calcutta. 
We have made every possible arrangement. 
They said they immediately need saline bottles. 
We have made arrangements. Immediately
10,000 bottles will be delivered to them. 
There is a stock there itself. Only testing has 
to be done, which takes a little time. Then they 
need molar lactate. That is also being arrang
ed. They have adequate arrangements for 
medical supplies. Regarding mobile hospital 
we have alerted everybody and another 
mobile hospital is being sent. Then, teams of 
doctors and nurses are also being sent. We 
nerded vehicles for transport of medicine and 
patients and so on. For that also we have 
made arrangements with Defence and Rail* 
ways. Therefore, so far as these things are 
concerned, every human effort is being made.

But I have information, as I began by say
ing, that hundreds of people—t  do not say, 
all of them—when they cross in a famished and 
hungry condition, fall down dead literally. I  
have been taying to contact everybody Con
cerned and they say that the condition in 
which they come is such that they are otfefr* 
wise also hardly able to survive. That is die
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position. Therefore, we must see it in the 
proper perspective.

So far as the health side is concerned, that 
is, providing additional teams of doctors, 
nurses, attendants, medicines, drugs, vehicles, 
mobile hospitals—by mobile hospitals I mean 
that we put up a  large tent and then we shift 
it to some other place—in these matters, no 
human effort will be spared. That is all I can 
say.

SHRI PILOO MODY : (GodhraJ: Have 
you any information whether they are falling 
down dead because of exhaustion or malnutri
tion or some disease ?

SHRI UMA SHANKAR D IK SH IT: It is 
very difficult to say. They are coming at such 
a rapid rate that there is nobody there to con
tact or examine every person that comes along. 
It is an impossibility to do so.

12.26 hr*.

CLARIFICATION BY MlJMBER RE : A 
NEWSPAPER REPORT

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja- 
pur) : With your prior permission, Sir, I  am 
rising to make a clarification.

In the newspapers of June 2, 1971, a news 
report has appeared regarding the letter 
addressed by some MPs to the Prime Minister 
requesting her to use her good offices with the 
State Government of Jammu and Kashmir to 
g tt  the cxtemraent order against Sheikh 
Abdullah and his two colleagues withdrawn. 
In  the newspaper reports my name has been 
mentioned as one of the signatories on behalf 
or the PSP.

I wish to clarify that in view of the contro
versial politics pursued by Sheikh Abdullah 
which is harmful to Kashmir's irrevocable 
integration with India, I have not signed the 
letter addressed to the Prime Minister. At the 
same time I  wish to clarify thAt if my name 
has appeared as 6ne of tbe signatories, i t  is a 
bona fide mistake on the part of those who 
collected the signatures.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 
(Gwalior): This contradiction should have 
been issued outside the House. Tbe House has 
nothing to do with the statement. I f  Members 
of Parliament issue statements to the press, it 
has nothing to do with the House.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) j On 
a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER : I  think, your point of 
order is correct.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: It should be 
expunged.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : I 
entirely agree with the views of Shri Dandavate, 
but thih is not the place to tnakc a  contiadic- 
tion.

SHRI S. M. BANERJLE: He can issue a 
contradiction to tbe press but this forum should 
not be used for that.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: The 
signatures were collected in this very House. 
{Interruption)

SOME HON. MEMBERS : No, no.

MR. SPEAKER : This relates to something 
which happened outside the House. If the 
signatures are collected in this House, they die 
not on record. Everything is done by hand or 
silently, Nothing is spoken here.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : Even 
the collection of signatures is not correct.

MR. SPEAKER : I t is without our know
ledge.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Sir, I 
am not in the habit of violating the rules of 
procedure. Therefore I  met you »o Y0UT 
Chamber and said, " If  you g i v e  m e  the per
mission to make the clarification, then on y 
will rise in the House” , Only after your ex
plicit permission I  rose to make «hc eland**- 
tion.

MR. SPEAKER : I* if my m i ^ -


