
Untouchabllity (O//enees)
etc. etc. Bill

[Shri S. M: Banerjee]
- know, Sir, amendments are moved upto
,'3 P. M. Now it is 4.20. I would request

you to allow us as a special case to move
amendments upto 5.30 or 6 P. M.

MAY 23, 1972

MR. CHAIRMAN: You'
amendments till 5 P. M.

•givecan

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : (Diamand
Harbour) : On a point of order, Sir. You
have not only been misled by the Table but

:. you-have been equally misled by the Minis-
ter of Parliamentary Affairs. His actions
are un parliamentary. The rules are very
clear on the subject. Rule 74 clearly says
that when a Bill is introduced, the motion

- can be moved that it be referred to a Joint
: Committee. Now, has anybody under rule
':74 formally -moved a motion with the
Iliinten~ion Of sending the" Bill to a Joint
j 'Committee ?
~r ~ . 1

. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I; have
-"'moved it:

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before my friend
Mr. Banerjee, my friend from this side,
Shri Shambuna th, also made that reques t..

SHRI S.M. BANERJEE : He mentioned
it, but I moved.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your motion is
not in order.

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: When a Bill
·,.'is introduced, at any subsequenf 'occasion
,,, the' member in charge may make, one cif the

following motions in regard to the Bill, and
.one of them is reference to the Select Com-
mittee of the House. I can move it even
now.
:. . .
,SHRT ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:

But he is not in charge of the Bill.:

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: I do not
know whether Shri Jyotirmoy Basu is more

.: parliamentaryor. the chair' is more parlia-
¥ men tary.

. .; ('. '. . .

,,1 'f) SH~I.JY9TIRMOY BOSU : As far as
ll;te' chair I~ concerned, the powers are quite
'wel\-defined, Ruie 89'says that the Speaker
"mity, if he thinks' fit, postpone- the consi-
deration of the clause, not the Bill, As far
as rule 74 is concerned ...•

Drought in
West Bengal (Dis.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Kindly read
109.

244

rule

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I am
referring to the rule relating to reference to
Select Committee, and that is rule 74.

MR, CHA IRMAN: R,ule 75 (2) (b)
says:

"If the member in charge moves that
the Bill be referred to a Select Com-
mittee of the House, or a Joint Com-
mittee of the Houses with the con-
currence of the Council, any member
may move as an amendment that the
Bill be referred to a Joint Committee of
the Houses with the concurrence of the
Council or a Select Committee, as the
case may be, or that the Bill be circu-
lated for the purpose of eliciting opinion
thereon by a date to be specified in the,
motion.'!

~"t, ~T1=fTCf~T~m~"t (~T): ~'nqfCf

"fT, if 1I~ \3fA'i'lT '<fT~~T ~ fCfi' ~ ~~-'fC

Cfi'l=r~Tif J Cfi'~ 1t~T "fT ~~T ~? ~ijo ~~CfC:

ifil=ra.'r if "fFfT ~ aT Cfi'~a?{i "fT'fT ~ ?
• ;fi~ ;;rr~rc lIT ~ ~Wf if aWtJIr?

I r ,

16.22 hrs.

DISCUSs.!: ON -RE: DROUGHT
COND.ITIONS IN WEST

BENGAL
, -'

MR. CHAIRMAN: We will now take
~p the discussion of the .dr~t1ght· conditions
in West Bengal.

"

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai) : Mr.
'Chairman, Sir, when I am raising this dis-
, cussion on the drought situation in West
Bengal. the sun is blazing furiously over
that land and I see in my mind's eye

, millions of people throngingrQund the few
remain ing tanks and tube wells 'in, the rural
areas for a bucketful of water and waiting
there frgm morning till dusk and many of
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them have to come back without even one 
tumblerful o f water. Today in most o f the 
districts o f  West Bengal, particularly in the 
districts o f  Malda, Purulia, Bankura, 
Midnapur and others, the situation has 
become so terrible that most o f the streams 
tanks and tube-weils are drying m  There 
is no water and people every where are 
crying for water with tears in their eyes 
The Prime Minister durin* her recent 
visit to th j d r o i ^ t  aTeCiiJ arc is ~>f W:<t 
Bengal w is s >m* wha’ n w H 'i v  i*i.sa:it.»  
scaracity of water and she had a Is** to 
accept that the drought situation m West 
Bengil has become extremely terrible.

In recent memorary West Bengal has 
had not witnessed such a  terrible situation, 
such an unprecedented drought situation 
that has over whelmed the whole peooie of 
West Bengal, particularly some o f the 
districts 1 have already mentioned. The 
Delhi press is usually very responsive and 
sympathetic to West Bengal issues and 
problems but, unfivtunately, I do no t know 
what happened, tins time even scanty report 
on the serious situation o f  West Bengal 
drought did not appear in the Delhi press.

Perhaps, the responsibility for this is not 
of the Delhi press only but the responsibi-
lity lies squarely with the Government o f 
West Bengal. Even when Mr. P. C. Sen 
and some of the leaders o f the Congress 
organisation, at least whose personal integ-
rity is well known in West Bengal, started 
walking in different drought affected areas, 
making appeal after appeal to the Govern-
ment to take prompt and immediate steps. 
If  the Governm ent could do nothing else, 
a t least they could have provided some 
water in the rural areas. The Government 
o f West Bengal did not care to take note o f 
it in time.

When we were issuing statements, 
writing letters to the Chief Minister, they 
did not care even to  reply. But some h o #  
or other, when the report came to the Prime 
Minister and the Prime Minister made an 
air-dash, and when this report came to  the 
West Bengal Government, suddenly, the 
West Bengal Government became aware o f 
the gravity of this situation. A day before, 
the West Bengal Government did not believe 
the report o f  the Sub-Divisional Officers 
and the District Magistrates regarding

drought problems. In the last 15 to  20 
days, the report o f  the Sub-Divisional 
Officers the District Magistrates were coming 
to  the W riters’ Building. But they did not 
care. Just to create an iim ression in the 
mind o f their high-boss. the Prims M inister 
o f Ind>a, when she wis g>in$ t> m ike an 
air-dash {•> th ; drou*!r-afT;;:ted areas, 
sudJeily , th i W aars B uM m ;, ths Minis-
t e r  there, b;ea-n; very truch aw ire o f the 
sc-i >u i u ss  o f  the situation developing in 
WvMt B :n«il an 1 th.’v iim udiatcly  asked all 
the M n iv e 's  t> /n i!;i n  o i  the spot 
enquiry of different districts- In one day, 
they went to different districts and came 
back. Again just to create an impression, 
not on the people o f West Bengal but on 
somebody else, they h id  their Cabinet 
meeting, a very-late-night Cabinet meeting 
and then, com m ; out o f  that Cabinet 
meeting, the Chief Minister of West Bengal 
made a dramatic announcement to the press. 
He said it in Bengali, saying: “ I have given 
an order late at night to tackle the problem 
of the drought situation m West Bengal on 
a war foo ting .”

I am happy that at least even at a  late 
hour, they have become aware o f it ; they 
have given up their sluggish mentality in 
dealing with the serious situation o f drought 
in West Bengal.

As I said, the situation has become so 
terrible there that there is no water. Almost 
all the streams, tanks and tubewells have 
dried up. Most of the tubewells are out of 
operation Not only so. Most o f the aus 
crop has been lost. The Government has 
given the figure. 1 do not know to what 
is the extent o f the loss o f crops. They 
have said that it has been lost to the tune o f  
Rs. 36 crores. I do not know what will be 
the exact amount.

There is another serious thing and that 
is that ju te— this is time of jute production—  
is also lost to the extent o f Rs. 44 crores. I 
do not know. If the Government’s figure 
is correct. It may be more or it may be less, 
Only they can say.

When we are talking of land ceiling, 
when we are talking of land reforms, innu-
merable reports of distress sale o f land by 
agriculturists in different districts of West 
Bengal are coming in. That means, ju st fq£
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a  morsel o f  food or a bucketful o f  water, the 
agriculturists are being compelled to give up 
their own means o f livelihood, a few pieces 
o f their lands. This distress sale o f land is 
going on. I t  has coins in th i press, in W ;st 
Bengal, that in many tribal areas, again, out 
o f a  sense o f desperation, an acute helpless-
ness, many of the tribal people in the form 
o f groups have tried to seize paddy from 
others.

16.30 hrs.

[SHRI R. D- BHANDARE in the Chair]

These things are growing and will grow 
because the starvation situation is fast 
leading to  a near-famine condition in West 
Bengal.

Again, Sir, you will realise what the 
scarcity of drinking water means. Unless 
the problem of scarcity o f drinking water is 
tacklcd expeditiously, there is every possi-
bility of a  large scale outbreak of epidemic 
o f gastro enteritis.

Then, mango is the only cash crop in 
these two districts o f  M alda and West Dinaj- 
pur. The whole o f their economy depends 
on this. . .

A N  H O N . M EM BER : M urshidabad 
also.

SHRI SAM AR G U H A  : Yes ; in these 
three districts of M alda, West D inajpur and 
M urshidabad. This time mango is com ple-
tely finished ; no mango a t all. That means, 
the whole o f the economy of those areas—  
M alda, West D inajpur and M urshidabad—  
will be crushed. The silk plantation, the 
mulberry plantation in M alda and M urshida-
bad areas, is completely blazed ou t, com -
pletely lost. T hat will also seriously affect 
the economy of one block of the district 
that was depending on the silk production 
of the area. This is the situation— tragic as 
it is.

O ur truncated State o f  West Bengal, 
since independence, unfortunately, has not 
been able to come out o f the orbit o f  crisis. 
There have been crises after crises— some 
arises due to  natural calamities and some 
crises due to political calamities-—soming in 
turns o r simultaneously. The ill-fated people 
o f W est Bengal have been facing tragedies 
o f  crises, economic and political for the Us( 
25 ynrii

Before I deal with the other aspects, the 
concrete and  practical aspects, I want to 
know from the Government whether the 
Central Governm ent and the State Govern-
ment— because there is no  way to  differen-
tiate between the Central Government and 
the State Government ; they belong to  the 
same political fraternity, an absolute political 
fraternity ; there are no different responsibi-
lities ; the Government is really one ; there 
are only two different facades— , to meet 
this unprecedented situation, this terrible 
situation, that has been created in West 
Bengal as a result o f continued drought, 
whether the Central Government and also 
its counter-part in the S tate— not counter-
part actually, its ancillary in the S tate— are 
really seriously desirous, o f tackling this 
problem share really senous o ( tackling this 
problem, then here and now West Bengal 
should be declared as a drought area. The 
Minister may ask, even the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal may ask, what is the good of 
declaring it a drought area ; they may say 
that the Centre is giving money and they are 
tr>ing to do everything. But, Sir, there is 
an obligation. As soon as this is declared as 
a drought area, so far as the question o f 
finding funds for dealing with the situation 
is concerned, it will become the m utual 
obligation of the Centre and the State. 
Secondly, as it happened in the case o f Bihar 
drought, as soon as you declare it a drought 
area, it will create a national, and to a cer-
tain extent international, awareness about the 
seriousness o f the situation there. Thirdly, 
it will create a  sense o f urgency, not only at 
the Central level but also a t the State level, 
that the whole problem has to be tackled 
expeditiously. I f  Shri Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray wants to take the things seriously, if he 
wants to tackle the whole problem on a  war 
footing, then West Bengal shohld be declared 
as a  drought area. Then and then only, it 
will mean that they are serious o f  tackling 
the whole problem on a w ar footing. There-
fore, I demand the first prerequisite for deal-
ing with the drought situation in West 
Bengal is to declare it as a  drought-affected 
area.

Secondly, I hope at least during this 
crisis o f natural calamity when the whole 
people o f West Bengal are involved in a  
terrible situation, a t least I should expect 
that the men who belong to the ruling oom* 
psunity, those who a r t  controlling the
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administration, should have at least that 
mental outlook, I should say, courage and 
vision also, to rise above Party considera- 
tions. I think they should invite the co-
operation o f all political Parties, not only 
Political Parties, o f social organisations and 
all other organizations and hum anitarian 
bodies to deal with the situation. 1 am sorry 
to say that there is not an iota o f any initia-
tive on the part o f the West Bengal G overn-
ment to request or invite ths other political 
Parties or other organizations to co-operate 
with the Government to dial with the situa-
tion.

It has become the business o f the Minis-
ters and the M LA j . You will be astonished 
to know that when crorcs o f  rupees are 
going to be spent, there is instruction issued 
at all levels, even at the Block level, Sub- 
divisional level and at the level of the D is-
tricts that no test relief schcme and no G .R . 
scheme and no tube-well project will be 
sanctioned without the approval o f  the local 
MLA, that means now the Congress MLAs. 
That is the approach. N ot only that, there 
is another interesting thing. Now. in the 
midst o f this calamity and in the midst o f all 
this horror o f the people, they are trying t» 
take advantage o f the suffering o f the people 
and tryin? to create an image of the Con-
gress and you know it has been said by the 
Government that the worst affected districts 
are Purulia, Midnapore, Bankura, Birbhum, 
Malda and other areas are also by and large 
affected But there is a repo rt in the Press. 
What is that report ? That is o f the Minister 
rushing back from their constituencies after 
a hurried survey o f the scarcity situation 
there. W hat is the decision they have taken ? 
They have taken a  decision tha t they will set 
up 35 tube wells in 335 blocks. W hat does 
that mean ? It means that they have develop-
ed an arithmetic o f  average o f their own. 
That means that there is no question o f 
giving priority to  worst affected areas. But 
each Minister and  each MLA are competing 
with the other ju st to get the benefit o f relief 
to their constituencies. T hat benefit may 
come from the Centre. That benefit may 
come from the State G overnm ent also. Just 
to make equal distribution fo r all the dis-
tricts. Why ? So that all MLAs and Minis-
ters and several other people may get some-
thing for their constituencies.

Sir, there is a spirit of suspicion in our 
mind. Are you serious ? If they bad been

serious, this averaging— 35 tube wells for 
each Block should not be there. There 
should have been such variation— more for 
the affected areas and less for the less 
affected areas. But, that is not so. N ot 
only that, from the W riters Building, from 
the Government side; soma inform ation was 
given to the Press that already some tube 
wells have been set up in the Purulia area. 
Immediately a contradiction came from  the 
Chatra Parishad. They have made a  public 
statement where they said that it is wrong. 
It came in the Amrita Bazar Patrika. I t 
also cam ; in the Hindustan Standard, that 
no tube wells have been set up there 
( Interruptionv) My dear young friend, it will 
be very painful for me to pick up any 
controversy with you. 1 want to draw the 
attention of the hon. Minister to this fact. 
Let there be not too much publicity without 
doing anything. The Government has to 
do concrete, tangible work, instead of 
making some flamboyant statements to the 
press, to build ths imags of some political 
leader here or there or in some other 
placc.

There is another interesting report. One 
Minister coming from Nadia district m ade 
some interesting press statement in the 
W riters Building. He said, “ In N adia 
district we have given order for setting up 
of 2,000 tube wells.”  W hat does it mean ? 
N a d u  district is affected, but certainly not 
as much affected as the others. If they sink
2,000 tubewells in Nadia district, that 
means, in other districts also it will be 2,000 
and on an average total will be 30,000 
tubewells for 15 districts. But, Sir, there 
is a contradiction m the statement o f the 
hon. Minister, Shri Fakruddtn Ali Ahmed in 
the Rajya Sabha. He said, West Bengal 
will sink 4,000 tube wells. Shri Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray said in the statement earlier 
that they have given instruction for imme-
diate sinking o f 12,0.00 tubs wells. Why 
there is this contradiction ? How does these 
things tally ?

TH E M INISTER O F STATE IN  THE 
M INISTRY O F A G RIC U LTU RE (SH R! 
ANNASAHEB P. SH IN D E) : Nothing
prevents the State Government from taking 
up larger programme. There is no contradic-
tion in what the Chief Minister o f W est 
Bengal and the hon. Minister o f  A griculture 
said.
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SHRI SAM AR O U H A  I here should 
not be any flamboyant statement One 
Minister says, th u e  are going to be 2,000 
tubewells m one district That means,
30,000 will be new tube wells for whole of 
West Bengal There is the statement of 
the Chief Minister that 12,000 tube wells 
are going to be sunk there I don’t want 
anybody to take any politic il advantage out 
o f the situation 1 et us all rise above 
political or party considerations and tackle 
this issue as a united people

The need of the hour is to supplv 
drinking water Tube wells will take unit 
W hat will happen immediately vwihin M 
days o r 20 days (loveim ren t should 
immediately requisition as many jeeps and 
lorries as they can so that thev may supply 
drinking watei immediately to these areas 
where the scarcity is moic

MR CH A IR M A N  Please conclude 
Your time is exhausted You have been 
given 20 minutes out of 2 hours for this 
discussion

SH RI SAMAR G U H A  I am conclu-
ding This should be done immediately 
We may tackle the immediate problem by 
doing this la  Barabazar area the tube 
wells a ie  going into the black-m arket Some 
effective measures should be taken up so 
that tube-well apparatus do not go under-
ground Test relief work should not be 
done haphazardly , it should be properly 
coordinated, with the local developmental 
works

M R . C H A IR M A N  You can send all 
your suggestions to the Minister

SHRI SAMAR GUHA We don’t get 
the time Only a  few minutes more, 
Sir

SH RI JY O TIRM O Y  BOSU (Diam ond 
H arbour) * It was my motion, but because 
o f some peculiar rule, I have been made 
No 2 in the list.

SH RI SAM A R G U H A  * 1 want to 
warn Governm ent that unless advance p re-
parations are made to protect the a man crop

in the next reason, the whole economy of 
rural West Benqal will be shattered Tho 
immediate requirement is th it there should 
be r tir  ission o f land revenue, at least sus-
pension, it not remission of the agricultural 
lo ins and fertiliser loans, theio should also 
be advance preparations as regards seeds 
distribution and also the giving o f fertiliser 
and olhci loans to the cultivators

\ s  icn irds jute about Rs 14 crorcs 
worth ol jute is lost and theielore, tho 
price o f itite will s h o t  up It is time tin* 
the ju*c "iowe s m J eultuut >rs sh>jl 1 net 
a fan price lor th u r  produce a id  should 
h ive  a proper share in this ris*, m price

As regircU distribution oi lood, g it'ii 
tous iclief should be given to the p o p le  of 
the d ro u g h 'a tk e  ed aie is m Urge number 
Cjruil kitchens should bu opened laigei num- 
bet s, and their in uugcm eul should be en-
trusted to non oflicial organisations like the 
M arwari R thcl society, the Ram aknshna 
Missi >n etc Large sc lie fu r  puce shops 
should be opened m all drought atfe -ted 
areas and eh„ap cante ns sh > lid also 
optned , arul \o lum aiy  organisitions should 
be invited to ptow de milk to tho childteri 
and also distnbutc B ulgir ’ food to them

I conclude with the observation with 
which I starteb, namely that W*st Bonsai 
should be declared as a drought aiea and 
the whole problem should be tackled n >t in 
any p iriisan  spirit, but \ would again urge 
that com nn tecs should be formed at all 
levels from the State level to the bl>ek level 
consisting o f members fiom all parties so 
that the problem could be tackled by the 
people as a whole and not in any partisan 
wav

SHRI PRIY A  R A N JA N  DAS MUNSI 
(Calcutta South) Really speaking, the 
situation in West Bengal as a result o f  the 
recent drought is a very painful one Imme* 
diately after the elections on 11th March, 
1972, a progressive democratic Governm ent 
under the leadership o f the Congress Party 
was installed in West Bengal T hat Govt, 
started  reopening the closed industries, re- 
empto) mg more than 50,000 members o f 
the working classes, restoring  peace in the 
educational campu*, in the industrial belt 
and in the agricultural field, re-th inking  a
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new plan for West Benpal to revitalise West 
Bengal and make it Bengal of gold U nfor-
tunately in this hour we are faung a new 
crisis the crisis o f drought

Just a little while ago, Shn 
Sam ar G uha was explaining the 
drought, situation in West Bengal 

I f o n l y h e h i i  taken ths risk o f losing 
his a l lo ^ in .s s  in P i r l im  nt for ten days 
an J visitsJ th)>3 p!a,es h3 eouid hive 
place! before you a butter picture o f 
the drought situation in W est Bengal

SHRI SAMAR G U H A  I had been 
there

SHRI PR1YA RA N JA N  DAS MUNSI 
This drought has not been caused by the 

political p n tic s  or at th j motivation of the 
Government but is oriv due to natural 
causes When the Piim j M ini>kr Sh i 
mati Indira G andhi paid a visit to Calcutta 
in connection with some other office she 
curtailed two or three of her im portant 
engagements and rushed t > Bankura and 
Midnapur and she assured the G ovtrnm ent 
as also the people of West Bengal that all 
assist ince would be piven to them to fight 
the d io ig h t The Ministers ol the West 
Bengal Government right f ro n  Cabinet 
r a ik  t> o h v  r a i .o  a u  matching into the 
d > n u  1 i in j  a> ta c nef v-om n n e  s 
of the districts in o rJ ji  t-> rely to the 
G iv e rn n M t tha ac tu il requirements You 
will be glad to know th it  there is n )  qae» 
tion ol political patties h"re The comm in  
pcop’e and even the students in the colleges 
and univenties are all co-operitins with 
Government in the programme tm  m>talla 
tion of tube wells or digging o f tube wells 
and digging of ponds and reconstruction of 
ponds here and there But the crisis is so 
aeute that im a u d ia u  relief cannot come 
immediately

But we have every confidence that 
we shall be able to succeed in meeting 
this crisis W e need some financial assis 
tance, for the puipose and we are quite confi 
dent and hopeful that the Central Govern-
ment would assist us as much as they could 
It has been stated in the press that about 
Rs 40 crores would be needed ior the 
purpose I personally feel that it will be 
much more than  that The problem which 
we are seeing in West Beogal now is that

the money earm arked for other develop-
mental woiks is being spent on fightiag the 
drought So the actual assistance for agri- 
cultuial dc\e!opment should be given from 
the C en iu  so that immediately after relief 
wo k in the dioufeht a itas  is o \er, we can 
devote our eneigies to the scheduled 
programme of agricultuial development in 
rural areas

Prof Guha repeatedly said that all 
the political parties were not invited 
This is not correct The Chief 
Minister hpd invited all the people, 
r 'irticu la ih  the major parlies Prof G uha 
is a I t « red  man and I respect him as my 
teacher he was also m uted  by the Chief 
Mim tei a a citi/en but we cannot invite 
him a» a party man because he has no 
party in Bengal

SHRI P1JLOO M O D \ (G odhraj These 
d ays one-man pai t les are enough

SHRI PRIY A k  \  s.T \N  I> \S  M UNSI 
I would like to live attention to the condi-
tion o f the poor peasim s In Bankura, 
Prul*a and B rb tim i I n i \c  seen vith my 
own eyes du mi > rr vial visits ihe dist- 
rtased  c u d i  1 1 the peasants Poor 
boycsfrom  peasant fimilles have been 
lushm g to  the cities t> bring water We 
will be hapi v to know that some six or 
seven da>s beluie cu i bovs fiom Calcutta, 
Bcihampur, katganj ansi S i guu h ive  been 
\oluniaril> eo opera.ini* in tikm g water by 
Ioirries for suf ply to the oisiitss areas

Jm m ednlelj afici rclitt work is over, 
two or tlnce sj Celtic things have to be 
done Fust free feitihser and fiee seeds 
requned b> the poor peasants should be 
suj plied to them I his cannot be done by 
the State Government alone Central 
assi tai ce is r ceded m this respect. T hen 
the i to r  ie  isams in the drought-affected 
ctrci slu uld U  given Jiec medical assista-
n t  Ihi.. is a State M.bjea, tu t  the 
C en tn l Cnvernmcnt should piovide the 
( nanual vhc.cvuthal for fci'mg this assis- 
t i r i c  1 or the Bangladesh rclugces, the 
Ccmial Government had pui chased so many 
t h u s  in In p u ia  Bengal and Assam like 
tents, tubcwclls cic Immediately, it should 
be ascti tamed how much of it was lost and 
how much is an our possession. Whatever
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materials are availabc should be diverted 
for the relief of drought-stricken people so 
that this may be an additional relief to 
them.

I do not like to dwell more on this 
subject. It is unfortunate that drought 
has seriously affected the people. Other-
wise, Bengal was marching progressively 
in all fields. The Rural Water supply 
Minister, Shri Sattar, himself had promised 
to provide within a month tubewells and 
other things to ensore a rural water supply 
scheme. But as Prof. Guha might have 
told you, in certain parts the bureaucracic 
redtabe is delaying work. Now Ministers 
have been deployed there. We must also 
remember that for the last four years 
Bengal administration and some officials 
were under the pressure of 
a certian rule. They nre not able to 
break themselves free from the old tradition. 
So it is the duty of all progressive parties to 
join to other and participate in this endeav-
our to put more pressure on the adminis-
tration, gear up the machinery so that they 
ultimately do their duty by the people in 
dire need.

With these words, I hope that the relief 
measures undertaken will succeed in allevia-
ting the distress. The Centre has assured 
us help. I do not like to put more pressure 
on them. The Prime Minister herself has 
promised in clear terms that whatever help 
needed by the State Government would be 
liven to mitigate the distress of the people.

Because I have seen with my own eyes 
the situation in Bankura and Midnapore. 
1 think Prof. Guha should have congratu-
lated the Prime Minister in his speech, 
because in spite of her preoccupation, she 
had to curtail many things and she per-
sonalty paid attention and talked to the 
Chief Minister at night. She called on the 
Chief Minister and the Ministers of the 
Cabinet and certain other people also do 
discuss how we can fight the issue, I  am 
quite coufident that immediately when the 
Parliament session is over on the 31st of 
this month, we shall fiiid in the newspapers 
that effective drought measures have been

taken up vigorously by the Government and 
that the drought situation is met like a 
challenge of war.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE 
(Rajapur) : Sir, one clarification from the 
hon. Member. I do not want to speak. He 
said that nobody was invited to that Com* 
mittee, from the Socialist Party, because the 
Socialist Party does not exist m West 
Bengal. 1 want to know from him if in 
Goa there was any calamity, and an all-
party committee was to be formed, because 
from Goa proper not a single legislator has 
been elected fjom the Congress Party would 
he like the Congress Party to be excluded 
from such a Committee ?
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS MUNSI: 
1 was not mentioning it in that light. But 
Prof. Guha was telling us very clearly that 
he was always invited. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Dandavate has got no followers in West 
Bengal, absolutely. He should encourage 
Mr. Guha to raise his party in West 
Bengal. What can Mr. Dandavate do 
there ? (Interruptions).

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond 
Harbour): Sir, 1 have heard with rapt 
attention the dialogue of a mutual admira-
tion society here. One called the other a 
great man. Let us forget about it for the 
time being.

I come to the subject. The magnitude 
of the miseries that are prevalent in West 
Bengal now is astounding. I quote from a 
Calcutta paper which says that there has 
been a loss of the Aus crop to the tune of 
about three lakh tonnes and worth about 
Rs. 36 crores ; jute, about 1.5 million bales 
worth about Rs. 30 crores, and Standing 
Baro crop, about 1,08,000 tonnes worth 
about Rs. 15 crores. The Baro variety is 
cultivated in a total area of about 1,45,000 
acres.

Out of the population of a little over 
four crores ill West Bengal, to our mind* 
about a crore and a half, that is, more 
than a third of the total polulation are 
vitally affected, and the traditional areas of 
Bankura, Purulia. Midnapor*/ Malda and
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Birbhum are the worst affected. Last year 
they were the worst affected from floods. 
This year, they are the sufferers from 
drought.

There had been num erous starvation 
deaths ; in M idnapore alone, six died o f 
starvation. That has come out in all the 
papers. In a place in M idnapore, in U ttar- 
bhil, a musllm family died o f starvation, 
and how pathetic is the narration of the 
people o f  the Uttarbhil village, most o f 
whom are agricultural labourers, when they 
talked about G ulam e K aturn Saiffuddin 
who had seven children ? As long as they 
could, they fed G ulam e and her seven 
children. Last year, there was a storm 
which demolished their hovel, and the local 
young men, although m ost o f them were 
unemployed, gave her shelter and food. It 
was a  differen t story this year. On one 
Sunday in April, there was no food, and 
these seven children found their mother dead 
in the morning. How pathetic it is ?

I t  has all happened due to lack o f rain* 
fall. 1 agree. It is N ature. But during 
the last 25 years, the Congress has held 
power a t the Centre, controlling all the fis-
cal and developmental measures, and for the 
last 25 years in West Bengal also— 25 years 

minus 22 months— the Congress has held power. 
L tt  us see, however, w hat they have been 
able to do. The share o f West Bengal in the 
rural works programme is as follows. This 
is in reply to a question o f mine— 4454, of 
1st May, 1972, which says— outlay sanctioned 
for 1970-71, 1971-72 assistance, disbursement 
aotual expenditure, etc, A ndhra Pradesh, 
Rs. 2.84 crores; G ujarat, Rs. 3,30 crores; 
M aharashtra, Rs. 1.32 crores; Mysore, 
Rs. 1.81 crores; Rajasthan, Rs. 2.22 crores. 
F*r West Bengal the figure is Rs 0.34 crores 
wonderful, it tops the list. Now, 1 come to 
the actual expenditure. A ndhra Pradesh 
Rs. 3.90 crores, M aharashtra Rs. 4.23 crores 
(total for a  few years) and West Bengal, 
Rs. 0.10 crores. Take another issue the 
agricultural refinance rorporation, whose job 
it -is to cncourage minor irrigation to fight 
drought, water scarcity o r scarcity for drink-
ing water. Let us see the wonderful perfor-
mance o f the two G overnm ents functioning 
together. The statem tent here shows the 
total number o f  schemes, total financial

assistance and the total commitment o f the 
corporatian, and the number of schemes 
fully implemented. The figure for Andhra 
is 74, for Gujarat 39, for H aryana 17, for 
M aharashtra 38, for Mysore 85, for Punjab 
29 and for West Bengal 06. This is what 
you have been able to do in 25 years and 
yet they are waxing elqquent.

17 hr s.

SH RI M. RAM  GOPAL RED D Y  
(N izam abad): Hear, hear.

MR. CHAIRM AN : None should say 
‘hear hear’ in this House.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY : 
Sorry Sir.

SHRI JYOT1RMOY BOSU: Mr. Reddy 
is a good man in bad company.

SHRI PILOO MODY : W hat is wrong
in it ? Prof. Ranga did it 20 times a  day 
and I follow my leader, not yours.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(Gwalior) : What about 'shame, shame* 
then ?

SHRI JYOT1RMOY BOSU : I come 
to  small irrigation projects. Here is a state-
ment showing additional area benefited by 
minor irrigation works in lakh hertares du-
ring 1968-69 to !970-71. 1 shall give
one or two figures : for Bihar, 3.25; for 
Gujarat 2.36, for Maharashtra 3.44 that is 
your State, for Punjab 3.09 for U.P. 14.43 
and for West Bengal 1.53. Again, it tops 
the list This is what you have been able to 
do in 25 years.

I shall now quote from the report of the 
national water supply and sanitation 
schemes. It says :

“ The environmental hygienic committee 
estimated that roughly 60fi per cent o f 
the urban towns in India had water 
supplies which served 6 15 per cent o f 
the total population or 48.5 per cent o f
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the u iban population Supplies were 
derigned to give two to fo ty gallons ot 
water per head per day In all 23 cities 
and 12 other towns were partially seived 

.A lthough a  decade has passed, those 
conditions do not seem to have changed 
significantly'*. T hat is the position and 
still you are waxing eloquent
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1 come to the  annual plan M r Subra* 
maniam ts here and  ( am  very fortunate th it 
he would hear these th irty  and try t > see 
him self in front o f  a mirroi (t says 
“ despite increasing attention  paid bv the
State and Central Govern n ‘nts. R ieiter
effort is necessary It is estimsted th it  out 
o f  a total o f  5 67 lakhs o f  village ’ d )  not 
lose sight o f the figure ol the p roS lcn  \ Hi* 
ges “ 90656 villages have scarcity of d rink  
mg w a te r , they have no assu ed s i u r ^  of 
drinking water within a J is fi  i u  of > k  mile
or fifty feet below ground level 43 ,S67
village-, lie m C h h te n  e p c iim u  area 
3,184 villages a*e in guinea w »rm i n f ^ e  1 
are*, 24,778 villages with o th ii h.*i!th p ro1! 
lems due to  excessive ch b rtd e  and sahnuv 
They have miseiablv failed they h iv e  miser- 
ably neglectcd a n i  thv> h ive  crca e l  n n re  
regional imbalances in the in itu-r ot gunvrh 
in the ru ral areas th aa  anybody else to u lJ  
have possibly done

i  want to say one rm  e th a* Ilia  
development o f i r n j i m  u e i i i l  i l l  ts 
utilisation F rom  l9^0-i I to the
ultim ate potential .-rei e l  a i J  u  i l i -a tm  of 
potential cieatcd m req ird  > s i  i i  e w itsr, 
maj>r, medium a i i  m no is 6 > 4» n J  15 
The ground waiet m m  i s ”  th i ta m in i  
had been far b ebw . of w a it  iluv  o a l d  
haved> ne I only w a i to s iy  that th.s 
drought (h it is taking a hMv> t >11 in W j«  
Bengal m te rn s  o f h\o m n « v  a i l  the 
p i l e s 'J i v i n g  c >n l im n i i& n >i rcilly  m in  
made But the man c o u li h iv i  e m ly  
prevented it, h id he b jen  v m a s  ab>ut it 
during the la>t 25 year* a n i  tried O  bluff 
the country f w ant to say that n >w they 
should go through the prowess of purilica 
tion ; they shoald  c o m  forw ard with a 
heavy hand in the se iss  th ti  they should 
come out libaially and they should 
do remission o f  land r e v ^ u i  free 
ration should i/a provided an d  ail o th ir  
relief measures should be taken and  after a ll

this performance o f W est Bengal W the 
m atter o f  rural growth, i ural water supply, 
ru ra l irugation , the State should be declared 
as a backward State and all the benefits that 
are due to a  b ack w a rd  State should be 
given to  West Bengal Thank you
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M R C H A IR M A N  : Shri Subodh
Ilan sd a

bH R l SU BO D H  H ANSDA (M idnaoore) 
Mi Chairm an, Sir, while opening the debate, 
Shri Sam ar G uha has given a very iloquc it 
s^CvCli and h ive  accused the G o e -n ti* it  of 
West Bengil for not taking pr>p"r caie 
r e s id in g  the d iought conditions Bat he 
should kn^w that the G overnm ci o f West 
Ben^il h is  a lreaJy  taken carc o f  ili; *uua- 
tion ind the> have completely exh uM c 1 the 
bud^ci an 1 have asked the C o v e rn m ;n  of 
In d u  for nearly Rs 4  crores and 1 thin* he 
<snojld tik e  n >te of this and I th n k  he is 
n> tthc  o ily  p>blic reprcsema'tv >' this 
House who has taken care o f this s u u i in n ,  
but t ’le ie  are o ther M embcis a Is > wit > Inve 
alreidy  taken n v ic e  o f this and th * luvo 
asked ih j o  )vernineat to take prop,! care o f 
the situation

Sir, this drought is undoubtedly an un* 
prc^e lented drought and this has affected the 
large areas, particularly, border a«eas o f  
West M„ngtl, i t , near the C h h m  N t o n r  
Plateau I had been to  these phce* and I 
have seen all tanks and pond1* have dried 
up 1  he tubewells and the wells that have 
been sunk, have also dried up  and the people 
are running from  one place to anofhe" to get 
a bucket o f water People have to  run two 
o r th re ; mile» to  gat water for drinking 
pnrp>set It is a very tenoa* s t f i i h o i  that 
has arisen an1 I think the G overn u jT t h iv e  
taken native o f this and  the O v e r n n u n t  
have ordered to  fink tube-well* m  alt these 
areas

Thui problem t* very acute in the Tribal 
areas As yo u  know most of the Tribal 
villages ate scattered villages and 60% of 
the villages arc only covered by tubewells 
and wells and the remaining 30 to 40%  are 
not yet to be covered by this programme. All
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these people are  very badly aflettcd and I 
think the Overnm ent will take cure o f these 
vllages and special machinery should be set-
up for (his purpose to sec that they could be 
provided with tubewells or drinking water 
facilities

Sir, o f course*. Government have tried 
its best 1 o provide them with the drinking 
water facilities, but with the limited funds 
they have not been able to com plet; the 
whole scheme In th.it respect, I would rc 
qucs* the Centre to conic forward so that the 
Governm ent of West Beneul can dug wells 
and put up more tubewells in those villages 
On the o i k  side, people arc not s c u m s ;  

dnnkim* water , on the other side, ta ttle  
wealth in thous*ni> are facing stirvaMon 
and they are not Retting pond water to 
drink Most o f the nelds a ie  dried up, 
except foi one or two green fields h u t  and 
there 1 he reports at e l in t il thcie is no 
ram, a verv sei ous situation will dvvelop

and all the people in the cntue State should 
be covered

A part fiom Joss o f crops, in the moiussil 
areas, people have no work and they have 
started starving Government is trying to  give 
some help through T R schemes, but the 
Government funds are ulready exhausted 
I he Prime M inistu made a dash to 
M idnapoic. Purulia and Baukura and she 
has seen with her own e u s  ho>v people are 

eating herb <al suds aiui mohtia flowers This 
is a serious situation Unless Government 
comes ft>iwaid to crvatc jobs or open some 
relief woiks, 60 per cent o f the total 
populati n might 150 on stars it ion

17 14 hrs

[SHRI k N TIWARY in the Chair]
W est Bengal entered into the green 

revolution a few years ago and the area of 
cultivation has been doubled this year But 
unfoitunately due to drought, most of the 
paddy has dried up All standiug crops 
are now dried up We have lost the most 
im portant paddy— the boro padd> We 
have also lost the jute crop and the ou\ 
paddy By this p oeess, West BengU is 
losing nearly Rs 80 ciores Last >cur we 
had very heavy floods This >cai we are 
having drought Th^se two things have 
created a  very serious situation Puces 
are going up Rice was. selling at Rc I 
lest m onth ; now u  has gone up by 
50 per cent If we a te  to tackle the 
situation and save people from  suariution. 
Governm ent should open cheap radon 
shops throughout the State In ration 
shops, there is  a classification—*A Class, 
B Class, C Class, and D Class. In these 
circumstances, 1 do not think there should 
be any classification for distribution of 
rations. There are very limited num ber of 
ration shops in the whole State I request 
that tnor« ration shops should be opened

The situation is verv serious and 
Government should n k c  it verv seriously. 
The West Bengal Governm ent has deputed 
its ministers to all the distrie’s to look after 
the w irks taken ip b \ 1 he Govei iment 
It has been ea'cula ed that to save West 
Bengal from this m i  un ion , Wesi Bengal 
iciimrcs moic than R> 4 )  ciores I ana 
sure the Central G n c n m e n t  will comply 
with this request and give in v e  m iney for 
taking un de\e)opmen> w o In such a  
situation, the Gove nmcnt h is taken up a 
number o\ T  R schemes, but all these 
schemes hive n >t had <inv far-reaching 
effect Schemes like nrig ition , roads, deep 
tube weiN, etc which hav«? a far-reaching 
effect should be taken up there 1 hope 
the Government will think over this 
matter

M R. CH A IR M A N  How much time 
does the Minister like to have 7
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P SHINDE) • Twenty 
minutes.

SHRI INDRAJIT OUPTA (Alipore) 
Mr Chairman, this drought is yet another 
major calamity which has afflicted this un-
fortunate State of West Bengal I do not 
wish to go into the detailed description of 
the misery of the people in the affected 
districts—there are plenty of accounts 
appearing every day in the daily press—but 
it is certainly an ironical thing that manv of 
the areas m my State, which were claiming 
to be centres of the Green Revolution, have 
been turned by this di ought into barren red 
soil And this only proves once again, if 
I may say so with all respect and all defer* 
ence, to scientists, technologists, agricultural 
experts and Ministers, this does reveal once 
again how precarious still is the base of 
this Green Revolution and how far we are 
still dependent on the vagaries of the mon-
soon and on the weather God Some of 
these districts themselves were making good* 
progress obviously under the techniques of 
the Green Revolution But if one goes 
through and sees what is happening there, 
the economy is shattered and there is the 
greatest rum in at least six districts of that 
State The accounts which have a w ared  
in the press are harrowing and I do not 
wish to dwell on t lem much

The scarcity of drinking water is not 
something which is new in the villages. It 
not only a question of remote rural areas 
I hope the Minister is aware of the fact that 
there are village areas within 8 or 10 miles 
of Calcutta city where village women have 
to walk six miles from their homes to fetch 
drinking water During the recent elections 
I have seen in one area, which falls within 
the area which is called the industrial suburb 
of greater Calcutta, where there are some 
villages on the fringes, that women have to 
walk every day four or five miles from their 
homes to get drinking water This is the 
condition so near such a big metropolis 
this is the degree of neglect which has been 
there for years together, I am not blaming 
any party; there is no point in it now. I am 
would say that the city dwellers like me and

you are responsible for it, in the long run, 
all our anenjies and our attention and every- 
thing has bfceo given mainly to improving 
the lot of city feeople. But I think it Is a 
shame that within six miles of Calcutta city 
women have to walk five miles to fetch 
drinking water Neither the Congrees 
Government, nor the UP Government nor 
any other government has been able to solve 
this problem

The conditions m thess half a dozen 
districts are infinitely worse There are 
pictures published in the press which you 
may have seen In Purulia dis ria  in ths 
railway junction where water is stored for 
the exclusive use of the locomotive engine 
boilers, that water is being earned away by 
the people in pots on their he* !<> bs & its
there is no other water available anywhere,
and this has led to some sort of fracas
also between the loco staff and the public 
The staff say ‘ this wa*er is meant for the 
engine’ an i ths people say “ whsrc arc we 
to collect watei if we do not take this
water” This is g>m.j on every d»y

Now it is said that 17,03) tub* will* arc 
out of order These I7.03J tubsjrjlli hive 
not gone out of ord„*r overnight Thu is 
commnsenss Hsre alss whsn wi Invi 
good rainfall, whan thjre is sut£hi.n nitural 
water supply, nobody bothers to chaJc up 
and see what is the condition of Out* tu’j i  
welts Now, when an acute drought o ad i- 
tion has come, it is suddenly di*c.>vered 
that 17,000 tubewells are not in wjrkm; 
ordei If I may say so, ths tubewells racket, 
if 1 may call it a racket, has become quite 
a big scandal in the rural countryside of 
West Bengal Many people are involved in 
this, including conti actors, who are known 
to use sub standard materal including rusty 
old pipes in the construction of these tube* 
wells and they have not been sunk to the 
minimum depth required to get water Now 
a is found that most of these tubewells which 
are out of order just were not sunk deep 
enough and so they coutd not reach the 
water level We talk a lot about bureau-
cracy. I was in Calcutta the other day. I 
was horrified to hear that the rules and 
regulations of tbe Government is such that, 
unless the Sub-Assistant Engineer gives hit 
sanction and certifies, no tubewell can be 
sunk anywhere. Some material is being mat
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to the distressed areas. Some transport is 
being comandeered and some drilling rigs 
and some machinery are being sent. I was 
told that in places like Midnapore and 
Bankura, this material is lying at site. It is 
not being used because the Sub-Assistant 
Engineer's sanction is not forthcoming or 
the man is not available. There are not 
enough people of this category. This is a 
strange thing. This is a small matter, but 
it is holding up even the construction of 
new tube wells. The mere fact I do not 
know how Mr. Piloo Mody is familiar with 
these areas—that so many Ministers are 
running round, while it is certainly welcome 
I think, it is also a sad commentary on the 
state of the actual administration. It should 
not require it. For sinking of tube wells, it 
should not be necessary that all the Ministers 
and Depuly Ministers should go running 
round in the districts. One of the reasons 
is that the basic administative apparatus and 
the procedures are really not at all commen-
surate to tackle this kind of situation.

Here, there is a report in a Calcutta 
newspaper which says as follows. I will 
just quote a few lines. This is from the 
Hindustan Standard of yesterday.

“Human misery has been aggravated by 
the wanton negligence of the Rural 
Water supply division of the Public 
Health Engineering Department entru-
sted with the job of sinking wells. Most 
or the wells are without water as they 
were far short of the requisite depth. 
MLAs in some areas of Bankura district 
have even complained that the local 
people had been hood-winked by the 
Department and most of the wells were 
crumbling down.”

“ When material is being collected to be 
sent to these areas for digging of new 
tube wells, cement is extremely in short
*upply".

Cemsnt, of cttirss, migHt tu /a  bsea carnsreJ 
by soma of Mr. Piles MrJy’s friends, 
pirhaps.

SHRI PILOO MODY i We have no 
frtettdi to Calcutta. They ar* only your

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Trucks are 
not available. 1 would like to know what 
has happened to all the truckst both indi- 
geneous and foreign, which were brought 
here a few months ago and mobilised in 
Calcutta and round-about at the time of 
transporting the Bangla Desh refugees and 
relief supplies for ihe refugee camps. I do 
not know where all these trucks have gone. 
Obviously, they cannot be used for purposes 
of Bangla Desh refugees. Why cannot they 
be comandeereJ ?. ‘ Some people” this is 
what the paper goes on to say, “in the 
South Eastern Railways are making capital 
out of this human tragedy demanding Rs. 
400 for the sanction of a wagon carrying 
cement to the scarcity areas” .

1 am just mentioning these points be-
cause this has (o be looked into. After all, 
Railways is a central subject and whatever 
decisions are taken either here or by the 
Government of West Bengal, the point is 
that whether the implementation will be 
carried out properly or not ? Whether 
this bureaucracy and these bureau-
cratic afficials and procedures are 
not going to act as an impediment to the 
relief work to be carried out on a war 
footing. This is the phrase which !s being 
used often that everything should be done 
on a war footing.

I just want to make a few suggestions. 
The extent of gratuitous relief, test relief t hat 
has been announced sc far, is estimated tobe 
of the extent of 2.5 per cent. This we con-
sider to be hopelessly inadequate and the 
level should be raised to cover at least 10 
per cent of the people who are affected. I 
think, this I should say in all honesty that 
when similar drought conditions had over* 
taken some districts, three or four years 
ago, when the U. F. Ministry was in power, 
it is a fact that they have sanctioned an 
adequate level of relief to cover 10 per 
cent. But just now, upto the present, the 
State Government has only sanctioned 2.5 
percent. Perhaps, it is because they are 
waiting to get more assurances from the 
Centre on the quantum of assistance that 
will be forthcoming. I do not know

Now that a Centra) team has probably 
already gone there to make an on-the-spot 
assessment.— I do not know whether it has 
already gone or is proposing to go—in any
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case I hope the Central G overnm ent will 
not be at all hesitant or miserlj in coming 
forward with its assistance and will not used 
its formuU ib m t  m ach ine  grant The Sta*e 
ha* got verv s l;n Je r ic s iu  ces A Siate 
which is bcin,» ficed in sue tssive years with 
floods and Bangladesh ci sis a 1 1 n o *  with 
drought may not be able to f >rm its own 
resources m ih  tise a v i )  i  111151* arcouut 
of funds f v t'u p u p )  c If  t hi t  is to b* 
used is i  v i r d f i t  p tv 1n<; m i ch. ig 
grant ilit. u n i  d n m  i h t t l i  -«m s av u la  
ble m iy b- abs>liu.ly tnjU cjuate i o > e  up 
with the crisis 1 h o ie  the C ntral Govern 
inent will r se above redtapism of procedures 
and really co-ni forward to give generous 
assistance on the scale on which it is required 
and estimated by the State Government

Other hon Members hive already said 
that it should be declared a drought area 
That, 1 think is essential I he army is al 
ready being used on a limited scale to pro* 
vide transport and to transpoi t materials to 
certain areas If necessary it will have to 
be done on a bigger scale if other transport 
is not available

Of course, tne rcsmission of la id reve 
nue and so on and coordinating the relief 
work in such a way that it is not meant only 
for a short term purpose but can be dove* 
tailed tnto a long term schemc of irrigation 
and so on should be taken up

What I mean is that though it is the pri-
mary responsibility of the State Government, 
the Central Government must be interested 
to see that whatevet money is provided is 
used to the most advantageous purpose and 
is invested in such a way that it will not 
only be put to the best purpose but will also 
help long-term needs Therefore, I suggest 
that there should be some sort of a joint 
team of Central Government and State 
Government representatives which will work 
the whole thing out on an emergency basis 
and cai ry it out on a war footing.

We were told the other day, here, that 
a  cell of the Home Ministry which is located 
in West Bengal is not meant eniy for pur* 
poses Of doing police duties but that, actua-
lly, it combines m itself all the functions 
which may be neaessary for the develop 
ment and stability of West Bengal If that 
is so, at this moment, wh^n there is sufch a

direensis in the State, that cell of the Home 
Ministry can also be mobilised for thw pur-
pose so that you are kept properly informed 
and you can be in a position to assist the 
situation very quickly and without any dely 
in giving genet ous assistance on the scale 
on which it is required

Finally, I would only once again make 
a plea that although the administration there 
bJongs to the State Givermicsrit, the Cen 
tre will ilcise ttv to a least superv >e and 
impress upon then that ihis kmJ of adrai 
nistra'ive stiucture, when some sub Assistant 
Engineer, becomes the deciding factor, is 
not theie I find, in one place, a sugges-
tion has been made to the Government that 
more sub Assistant Engineers should be re 
cruited According to the rules, without 
his sanction, no tubewcU can be sunk any 
where So, something must be done

Then, there are serious allegations made 
in the press ab^ut the behaviour of certain 
railway officials or about the Rural Water 
Supply Division of the Public Health Fngi 
neenng Department and these should be 
looked into and stern steps should be taken 
to see that no bureaucratic redtape stands 
m the way of bringing succour to the suffer-
ing people of West Bengal

•SHRI S N SINGH DEO (Bankura) 
Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 am thakful to you 
for the opportunity you have given to me 
to speak on drought situation that is prevai-
ling in the State of West Bengal The 
State of West Bengal is passing through a 
dreadful situation and the people there 
ate experiencing a lot of hardship for the 
drought conditions It is not possible 
for the State Government to tackle the 
situation all by themselves and it can only 
be done if the Central Government comes 
forward to give adequate assistance to the 
State m the matter I «ould therefore 
rcqueste the Government through you. Sir, 
that the team of experts which the Govern-
ment is contemplating to send to the State 
shonld be sent at an enrly date and the 
Government should also ensure that relief 
and other assistance made available to the 
State Government for thrt purpose it 
adequate to meet the situation and all these 
things reach the State in time
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Many h 3n. M in 'jc rs  h iv e  already 
spoken about the drought sitm tio  i m West 
Bengal in general a n i  therefore 1 w j u I J  

like to say something p articu lirly  about 
the situation prevailing in Purulia, Bankura 
and M idnapore districts and the sad plight 
o f the people there. Sir, the entire region 
is suffering from water scarcity. Flu* ponJ>, 
well etc., have all dried up and peo-Me hive 
to treck miles after miles to fetch water. 
The water level has gone down an J  e /^ i  
when fresh wells a ’e dug water is -n t 
available an J  the sufferings o f the p : >r)L* 
have aggravated immensely f.>r w i n  of 
drinking water. The cultivators too have 
suffered a lot for want of water. Tne 
standing crop particularly the B u o p a ld y  
has dried up in the field, Jute and other 
crops have met with similar fate. Sir, the 
time at my disposal being very limited, 1 
would not be able to dilate on the plights 
o f the people further. The Government 
have undertaken test i e l i e f an l  «*ra*ii'tvis 
relief work and they have also unde tiken 
other measures to deal with the situation 
but I think that it is no t adequate. The 
hon. Prime Minister has personally visited 
Purulia. Bankura and M idnapore districts 
and she has seen for herself the plight of 
the people and heard from them their 
agonies and grievances. The time being 
very short, I would like to make some
suggestions through you, Sir. The three 
districts o f Purulia, Bankura and M idnapur 
have a num ber of small rivers and rivulets 
and if bunds are constructed over these 
rivers, then we can have reservoirs there 
which can supply water to all the three 
districts both  for the purpose of drinking 
as also for cultivation throughout the
whole year. Secondly we have to augment 
the supply o f electricity to  these rural ureas 
and once the electricity is available, we
would be able to  divert water from one
place to  another according to the needs of 
the different regions and also it would help 
improve the State o f agriculture o f  these 
regions. Thirdly the people o f  these regions 
are very poor and therefore, I would urge 
upon the Governm ent to  set up small, 
medium and large scale industries in Purulia 
Bankura and M idnapur so th a t it may 
offer some perm anent source o f  employment 
to  the people an d  with these words, Sir, 1 
conclude my speech.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY 
{C ooch-B ehar); Hon. Members have illus-

trated their viewpoints regarding the drought 
situation in West Bengal. But, before I say 
a few words, 1 w juld like to say 
the mover of ihe resolution explained the 
drought situation in West Bengal in a 
fashion to su 't his political ends than to 
Hive the r'-al h ■ n**its to »h-3 i(Tected and the 
diounhi-stncit.* i o f West Bengal.
He has jm iu  s o  tar even to criticise the 
picscnt W:st Ben?il Government, a 
G ovem m : u which hi* h e m  taLms so much 
of t r i i b l ;  f i r  ;li* h , t  f^-v weeks to go 
round the o i r u r y  side a n i  o  see to what 
extend th ; h_-I/> c v j I J  be given to these 
drou^h'-str token people .. . . ( interruptions) 
well, vou sh)uU have icad the paper
properly Even whin ihe Ministers are 
taking their responsibilities, shouldering their 
responsibilities and sitting just at thsir desks 
at the dead of mg'it ta’on* decisions and 
instructing Lhe officials to carry out the 
measures, they ate criticised. Sir this »  
not the occ ision to c-iticise This is the 
occasion to see as to h jw  ve will bs in a  
p o su n n  to minimise this human misery.

Before 1 go to make any o ther sugges-
tions and to put it to the Government on
that  line firstly, I would request the
Government to have a proper inquiry into 
the causes of this drought and why ? Like 
wise in a rotational manner, why we get
this drought situation from time to time ? 
It has been well expressed in the news 
paper that few years ago there was a similar 
situation. Sometimes drought and some-
times floods and in a rotational manner we 
people become effected almost each and 
every year. Sometimes it is political 
piessure and sometimes it is political inter-
ference and sometimes by social interference 
and sometimes by natural intciference. So 
it is indeed a fact that this situation has 
been taking place as a matter o f rotation 
only because wc have not taken in the past 
so much of care as how lo avert such 
situations, i t  has, alicady been stated in 
the various papers that the prime reasons 
for this major drought situation in West 
Bengal are that the hydrological science 
has not been consulted, and hydrological 
science has not been given any quarter.

Now, ihe ( \n tr a l  Government has 
already instructed the State Government to 
have a sort o f hybiid paddy cultivation and 
the !x*n. Minister expressed his hope that



IShri B K Das Chowdhury] 
the rate a; which it has been progressing in 
the raitter of this hyb id variety >f Daily 
cultivation in the near furuis W w  B n^il 
will become a surplus. Stare m respMt of 
paddy and rice

It has bien s ateJ b/ ce ti n seism nts, 
those win are w irkng in this line and 
growing these m *  that these hybrid 
varieties of padJv that are being sown m 
West Bsngal require hu?e a toun t of unier 
ground water and th it Ins bsen stated as 
one of the reasons for this drought If it is 
really so if on a p-oper inquiry you co ns 
to this conslusion th it this is o ie of tha 
reasons as to why wj hid tint e v n  in a 
standard depth well we &> not have this 
water and in a tubs well of a standard 
depth of 200 or 300 water is not available, 
then it means the underground water seems 
to have receded far and far bilow S t, I 
would request the Government to consider 
that aspect also and see if it is a fact that 
only because West Bengal is just trying to 
have the variety of hybrid cultivation m 
respect of paddy and wheat that this under-
ground water level has been going down 
and down in course of time

In the matter of drought situation, 
almost all the Districts of West Bengal, have 
been affected No doubt, m West Bengal we 
have enough water But what d ) we find ?
In one portion we find there is drought 
condition and in another portion ws find 
flood Even in one district thsre is drought 
and flood condition, for example, in 
Conch Behar District one particular Sub* 
Division Makhliganj h  badly affected as 
badly as Midnapore, Purulta Bankura 
Nadia and other Districts In soma other 
Districts of North Bengal also, though we 
have reports that there had been some 
showers and showers to such an extent that 
it rained incessantly for 2*3 days together 
Even then we have noticed in the press 
statement that in certain areas ts a drought 
condition I would urge upon this Govern-
ment to consider this matter, what really 
are the reasons for this drought If we feel 
some alacrity we can certainly do i t , but if 
we feel ourselvet that we have nothing to 
do only because it ts a natural problem, we 
will not be able to solve the pro bleu 
Today, with the hetp of the technological 
advance end the scientific development, we 
§re in a  position to control such natural
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phenomenon to our benefit as far as 
possible

In the matter of relief I would urge 
this Government to see to what extent this 
relief can be given to the State Government 
Not only relief should be given It should 
be declared on a war footing The State 
Government machinery must be given all 
assistance and if necessary some of the 
officials and engineers of the Centre may go 
and help the State machinery to ensure that 
all relief works taken thereby get iraple 
mented as early as possible

Last point, Sir, Because of this drought, 
no doubt there is a huge loss which has not 
yet been accounted for, may be Rs 80 
crores or Rs 100 crores or Rs 150 crores 
And the poor people, the people in the 
country side the rural people, those who 
depend upon agricultural production, for 
one season have been completely dried up 
and nothing is left in their hands 1 want 
to know whether these people will be given 
fertilisers, whether these people will be given 
improved seeds, free of cost, so that in the 
coming senson they may have some form of 
benefit to cultivate their products and 
manage their own afiatrs

With these words, Sir, I request once 
again that the Centre should think it very 
seriously and take up a’l measures to see 
that all those measures are implemented as 
early as possible Thank you

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI 
(Bhubaneswar) I am one with the friends 
from West Bengal who have spoken about 
the present drought situation there and the 
sufferings of the people and I support the 
demand that our friends have made to meet 
the present difficult situation in West Ben* 
gal Midnapore is in the border of ow 
State The sufferings of the people a u  
well-known. There are various suggestion 
that hon Members have made before the 
hon Minister that the Government should 
provide immediate gratuiuus relief and take 
steps for sinking of tube wells and provide 
drinking water to these villages These are, 
1 hope, immediate measures which can be 
taken in hand at once I am happy that 
the West Bengal Government has taken up 
this problem now very seriously and they 
have invited the attention of tho Prim*
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Minister and the Government of India to 
the need for quick and immediate relief, to 
gfve as much help as possible to meet the 
unprecedented crisis. There is also the 
same difficult situation in Orissa.

The hon. Minister has made a statement 
about 3 or 4 days ago in this House about 
drought conditions in West Bengal, Orissa, 
Rajasthan and part of Bihar. Millions of 
people are suffering like this, in Orissa 
for the Iasi 8 months there is no ram. There 
is the Khurda Notified Area Council, where 
there is a population of 10,000 and for the 
last 15 days there is no water at all. All the 
sources of water in the villages of Orissa 
have deried up; even water flowing in the 
river has dried up. Even tanks nave dried 
up. There is no rain for all these days. It 
Is a Terrible problem. In the Khurda Noti-
fied Area, the wells have dried up. There 
is no piped water supply arrangements. At 
least four to live tankers could have been 
made available for bringing drinking water 
from other places and supplying to the peo-
ple. Due to this scat city of water about 7 
to 8 people have now died there because of 
gastroenteritis and other reasons and this is 
a very serious problem. Wherever drought 
conditions prevail, the minimum you should 
do, is that you should provide immediate 
drinking water to the people affected. This 
is something about which the Government 
should really get worried and do something 
about it; I can go a little further and say 
that the Govt, should be ashamed of it. 
After all these years, after so many schemes 
and so much of investment that we have 
made we have been able to supply even 
drinking water to millions of people, with the 
result that they do not have even drinking 
water if the rain foils. I think that this is a 
very serious matter.

The Government of India are sending a 
team to West Bengal. So far as Orissa is 
concerned, I think that the second team 
which went there visited only the cyclone- 
affected areas. So far as the drought-affected 
areas of Orissa are concerned, the State 
Government has already written to the Centre 
to tend a team, and I think that thro same 
team which visits West Bengal could also 
visit Oriua and see these drought-affected 
areas where the people 4o not get any water 
(o drittk and whpre {be villager* are withottf

any work because there is no rain and the 
agricultural operations cannot start.

This is the position tn the area bordering 
Midnapur and also the Puri district, and in 
fact all over the State the same situation is 
prevailing. First, there wore floods, then 
there was cyclone and then there was 
drought. It is really a chronic disease which 
is afflicting the State.

I would submit that this requires a co-
ordinated effort froiu on the Planning Com-
mission, the Minister of Agriculture and the 
other Ministers concerned. In spite of the 
planning that we are doing in the Irrigation 
Ministry and the planning in the Agriculture 
Ministry and in the Planning Commission 
for the last twenty-five years, how is it only
15 to 20 per cent of the population has been 
touched so far as drinking water supply and 
irrigation are concerned ? Why should there 
not be a coordinated efTort in order to find 
out how much money is required to be 
invested so that at least in the next two or 
three years, we shall have solved this problem 
of drinking water supply in all the villages. 
Out of five lakh villages, I am told that there 
are still about 96,000 villages which are 
without drinking water supply. What 
efforts are being made to provide the people 
in those villages with drinking water ? Rs. 20 
to 30 crores should be invested here and 
now for this purpose. Since the Planning 
Minister is here. I would like to ask why 
this should not be taken up as a challenge 
so that in the next two or three years we 
shall have solved this first and rudimentary 
problem. Let us not talk of socialism and 
other things, but let as resolve to provide 
drinking water to these 96,000 villages which 
are at present devoid of it.

It is a very serious situation which we 
are facing. I congratulate my hon. friends 
from West Bengal who have raised this 
discussion and brought to the notice of the 
House the sufferings of the people of West 
Bengal on account of drought as also the 
sufferings of the people of the other drought- 
affected States. I hope the Planning Minis, 
ter, the Minister of Food and Agriculture 
will try to see and find a way out to solve 
this immediate problem before the county,
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SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPA- 
TRA (Balasore): I come from the border 
area of west Bengal and Orissa and I know 
the sad plight of the people of Midnapur 
district. It is a matter of great regret that after 
so many years of DVC, we ate still seeing 
the suffering of the people of the Burdwan 
district. When Mr. Voordvin, the American 
engineer planned the DVC, he thought that 
by the right bank mam canal which came 
from the Durgapur barrage, atleast 10 lakhs 
acres of land would be irrigated and for all 
times to come, flood and drought would no 
more be a menace to the people of Burdwan 
It is unfortunate that in 1972 the people of 
Burdwan are still in distress.

While speaking about Midnapur, and 
about the North Balasore area adjoining 
Midnapur, 1 would like to bring to the notice 
of the Planning Minister who is fortunately 
here that there was a plan for having a 
multipurpose project over the Subarnarekha 
river Dr. K. L Rao thought that there 
might be a DVC like plan as far as this 
river was concerned, so that we could have 
dams, reservoirs and canals which would 
irrigate lands and for a long time to come, 
the people will no more be under the distress 
of famine and drought. Unfortunately, if 
the Government of India do not move 
forward, this programme will not be included 
in the Fifth Five Year Plan

The other day, I was talking to Dr. 
K. L Rao and he said that investigation was 
in progress as far as the Government of 
Bihar and the Government of Orissa were 
concerned. If that comes into being, there 
would be a big reservoir near Midnapur 
district and there will be canals to irrigate 
lands not only in Midnapur but also those 
in North Balasore and probably drought will 
no more be a nightmare for the people of 
Midnapur district.

All of us thought that during the Oandhi 
Jayanti Centenary year, every village in 
India would have at least drinking water 
facilities. If at the end of May, 1972, there 
am villages, thousands of them, in India 
where the people do not get drinking water 
and they have to depend upon small ponds, 
It is a matter of shame not only for us, the 
Members of Lok Sabha but for #11 th* people 
outside as w»il,

To fight the menace of drought or flood, 
commission after commission has a sat and 
gone into the matter. They have said that 
there should be deep tubewells and shallow 
tubewells sunk and there should be medium 
type of irrigation works and so on. If 
Government take up these schemes on a 
war footing and spend a sizeable chunk of 
money on them, in a few years with co-
ordinated effort between the Central and 
State Governments, we could have water 
supply ensured to every village in the 
country.

Here I wish to bring one thing to 
notice, to which Shri I nd raj it Gupta 
also referred. The contractors enga-
ged for boring the tubewells do not do 
their work properly with the result that 
after a few months or a year, the tubewells 
go out of order and again the same amount 
of money has to be spent on them. In 
this way a few crores of rupees are lost. I 
would request the Planning Minister and the 
Agriculture Minister to cautton State Gov* 
ernments that they should either do it depart-
mental^ or have strict vigilance on the 
contractors engaged to do this work and the 
bills should not be paid unless the wells are 
checked and certified by the engineers.

Today it is not only Bengal which is m 
distress. The distress of Bengal has focus-
sed the attention to the situation in the 
entire country. There is famine condition 
in Poona where 2029 villages have been hit. 
In Orissa, more than <0 million people are 
drought-affected. In Bihar, which is your 
area, large tracts of land are drought-stri-
cken. So it is the duty of the Minister 
concerned to take it up at the national level 
so that it can be tackled on that basis. This 
menace should be tackled on a war footing 
so that it does not descend upon us again 
all of a sudden. If this is done, during the 
Fifth Plan period we could have our plan-
ning in such a way that Bood, cyclone or 
drought constitute no more a menace to the 
people of India.

x r m m  ( * m ) :  arcrafsr

m ' f a r #  t i t  % v *

s  f a  fo rfa
m  * 1;
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$ , jp w *  to c  x^t ^  i r $

8TTOT TO 3ft mw $, 5TCRTT ^

i ftfror w  ^  ^  ^  4  f a  *n| 
^ t t  n^fV ?r$f t s t  I — h i I  arnm  
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w  f t o r  ? t o t  % M r  * $ t e r ,
^ ^ t 'f ^ s c r y c f t  acft̂ T’TT ’Tiff « R r f  *TT ttTOft 

tit  cTTfar 5TC? ^  f l f r - f c T  $  $ f t ,
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f  f a  *r?ft 3 *  fff  *nfl» v t f  * v t  
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^  1
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^ r r  t f f t  x w  ^narrtf «pt ^  «nw  
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t o  ?*t i

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE fSHRI 
ANNASAHfcB P. SHINDE) : I am thank- 
ful to you and the hon. Members for raising 
a discussion on the West Bengal drought 
situation. Taking advantage of this, natu-
rally, a number of hon. Members have 
referred to the situation prevailing in Orissa 
Bihar and Rajasthan. Our country is so 
vast and it is m the tropical region with 
agro-climatic conditions and features of the 
tropical region. From year to year these 
conditions have repeated in some part of 
our country and I think we have so much 
experience now o f facing such - situations. 
Despite a number of difficulties, with the 
co-operation of the State Governments, the 
Centre does play an important role in pro-
viding relief to the affected areas. During 
the last one year the Central Government 
provided assistance by way of drought relief 
and loans to the tune of Rs. ISO crores to 
meet the requirements of various State 
Governments. I have no doubt that how-
ever serious the situation might be, in co-
operation wfth the West Bengal Govern-
ment, we shall succeed in providing relief 
to the suffering people. Naturally when 
drought conditions develop, human suffering 
is so much. I myself come from an area

which is drought-prone with a rainfall below
16 to 17” and I know how serious the 
human suffering is. Large chunks of our 
populat*on have no means of sustenance 
except agriculture. So, when there is 
drought, the first casualty is agriculture and 
vulnerable sections like landless labour 
suffer particularly more.

Hon. members know how sincerely 
Government of India attends to these pro-
blems. For instance, all of us know how 
bus> our Prime Minister is. Despite her 
pieoccupations, she took the first opport-
unity to visit some of k these areas. That 
shows the approach of the Government and 
our leadership to human snffering in any 
part of India. 1 herefore, however difficult 
the situation may be, I ha\e no doubt that 
we shall be in a position to find ways and 
means to fight it.

I must congratulate the West Bengal 
Government. Some colleagues have been 
a little harsh. They criticised that the mini-
sters are going here and there. If ministers 
do not \ isit the areas, they say, th? ministers 
do not caie for the people’s sufferings. If 
the ministers visit those areas, then also they 
are criticised. This is not fair. 1 am very 
glad that the political leadership in West 
Bengal, particularly the Chief Minister, are 
so alive to the ptoblems of the people 
that no sooner the situation developed than 
they rushed to those areas, They have used 
the words “war footing''. I have no doubt 
they are very serious. I hat is why they are 
taking all measures, to which I shall come 
a little latter.

West Bengal has been a really unfort-
unate part of our country Last yeai this 
State suffered from Hoods. My ministry 
took up a veiy large and ambitious pro-
gramme af summer paddy to see that the 
suffering is mhimiscd. I am glad this pro- 
grrmme has gone so well that as against 4 
lakh acres of summer paddy last year, this 
year, we had almost a programme of 7-1/2 
to 6 lakh acres. The State Government has 
reported that about 1.45 lakh a cres of 
paddy has suffered as a result of this drou-
ght. Still it means that 5 to 6 lakh acres 
of summer paddy will be there, which is 
substantial as compared to 4 lakh acres Jast
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year. This has been possible bscause of a 
number of steps taken by the State Govern-
ment to provide irrigation facilities, etc.

Mr. Daschowdhury is a very knowled-
geable person and he knows the situation 
there. He asked, is it a fact that high- 
yielding programme is leading to over-
exploitation of underground water resources 
and is it not likely to cause some seriou* 
harm to agricultural economy as a while ?
I would like to dispel his fears. Normally 
in April and May, there is a rainfall of 10 
to 12"—pre-monsoon showers—in West 
Bengal. But this year they practically 
failed, except some showers in North Bengal 
and in some other parts. These showers 
are particularly important in West Bengal 
for the jute sowing and ous paddy cultiva-
tion. So, this dry spell has not only 
creatcd drinking water problem but also 
affected jute and ous paddy cultivation, i 
apprehend that jute production is likely to be 
very seriously affected as a result of this. But 
to conclude from this that exploitation of the 
underground water resources is likely to 
create some difficulties because of the high- 
yielding varieties is not correct. In fact. 
West Bengal is one one of the region having 
very rich water wealth. This is really 
an underground gold mine. In fact, if 
somebody has to criticise us for some of our 
failures in the past, it should be fer the in-
adequate exploitation of undergound resourc-
es of water. Of course, there is always need 
for regulating the exploitation of undergrou-
nd water resources judicionsly. But in Bengal 
because of recharing of the water on account 
of the rainfall and Ganges flowing in a parti-
cular way, even if the progamme is teken up 
on a very large scale for years to come there 
will be no shortage. Here I must congra-
tulate the West Bengal Government for 
having announced that they would like to 
sink about 12,000 more tubewells as a part 
of the drought relief programme for the 
development of agriculture. In fact, a few 
days earlier when I was in West Bengal t 
saw some of the summer paddy programmes 
and I myself suggested that next year the 
programmes should be extended from 8 
lakhs to 15 lakhs acres. Though this is a 
very ambitious programme, I have no doubt 
in my mind that with the drive with which 
the West Bengal Government have started 
functioning, they will be in a position to 
put a substantial portion of this programme

into practice and implement them, and this 
would make a great contribution to the 
rural economy of West Bengal. I would 
only plead with Shri Daschowdhury that 
he need not have any fear about the under-
ground resources of water.

My hon. friend, Shri Jyotirmoy Bosu is 
not here. He always tries to exaggerate 
matters. He again made a statement of 
starvation deaths. We have tried to find 
out information from the State G^vernmsnt. 
Of course, in this country poverty is 
rampant and people are under fed even in 
normal conditions. So, I am rnt referring 
to that aspect of the problem.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : The 
State Government has denied that.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : 
Yes, the State Government has ca.cgorically 
denied any starvation deaths. In fact, the 
condition in the country today is such that 
starvation death in any part of the country 
on account of the non-availablity of food- 
grains cannot just happen. In fact, the 
food position is so comfortable as it has 
never been in the past.

Hon. Members would be happy to know 
that we have reached a very record stock 
position of foodgrains of 9 million tonnes, in 
fact, the problems are the other way, how 
to find an outlet for these foodgrains. I 
have £ried to ascertain the position in 
West Bengal and I find that actually the 
food which is stored in the godowns is to 
the tune of almost 5-1/2 lakhs to 6 lakhs 
tonnes of rice and wheat Therefore, ( do 
not anticipate any dislocation of supplies of 
foodgrains.

West Bengal is one of the States where 
there is an elaborate network of fair price 
shops and the State Government is reviewing 
the position from time to time. At present 
about 15,000 and a few hundred fair price 
shops are operating in the rural areas. If 
there is any need to open a few hundred 
more fair price shops in the rural areas, 1 
have no doubt in my mind that the West 
Bengal Government will take the necessary 
steps. I would also like to assure the 
Chief Minister of West Bengal on the floor 
of the House that Whatever is the require-
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ment of foodgrains would be adequatety 
met and there would not be any difficulty, 
so far as the supply of foodgrains to West 
Bengal is concerned, or any part of the 
country for the matter of that.

Shri Indrajit Oupta is not present here. 
He made a statement about the really 
precarious base of bur agriculture. He 
stressed how the agricultural economy 
comes into difficulties because of the 
drought conditions. As ] have said, the 
jute production is likely to be affected very 
much the way the sowing programme is 
going on in West Bengal. At the moment 
there are 92,000 tubewells, most of which 
have come recently. The West Bengal 
Government is trying to have 12,000 more. 
With this programme, along with the rural 
electrification which the West Bengal 
Government wishes to push ahead, I have 
no doubt in my mind that in the years to 
come West Bengal will have a very large 
acreage of summer paddy and jute crop.

Hon. Members from West Bengal will 
be in a position to understand and appre-
ciate the economy of jute, which is always 
in difficulties, because whenever there is a 
failure of rain in April-May, the jute- 
sowing is adversely affected and violent 
fluctuations in jute prices takes place. If 
such a large number of tubewells will come 
into existenc and one or two irrigations 
are made available for jute sowings, I think 
this violent fluctuation can be eliminated 
and some stability in jule production can be 
achieved. Both my Ministry and the West 
Bengal Government are proceeding on these 

lines and I have no doubt in my mind that the 
West Bengal Agriculture Ministry is doing 
whatever is necessary and so there will not 
be any uncertainty in the agricultural 
economy in the years to come. In the 
past, the exploitation of the underground 
water, though the potential was there, was 
not done adequately Therefore, the base 
of agricultural economy in West Bengal was 
very weak. But as a result of this drought,
I think, this is an opportunity for us—it is 
not a good thing ; it is an unfortunate 
development—and we wilt use it not only 
to provide relief but also to see that a very 
sound basis is provided for the develop-
ment of agricultural economy for West 
Bengal.

Then, some hon. Members suggested 
why not have some permanent programme# 
for providing relief to drought-prone areas. 

The hon. Members may be aware that, for the 
first time, such a programme has been taken 
over for the country as a whole and, during 
the Fourth Plan, Rs. 100 crores have been 
provided to provide employment and to 
create productive assets, particularly in the 
drought-prone area so that the necessary 
protection is available against drought and 
the failure of rains, etc. For this, 54
districts have been selected and some areas 
of two districts of West Bengal have also 
been selected and about Rs. 3 crores and 
odd have been sanctioned for this pro-
gramme. It is a part of the nation-wide 
scheme. West Bengal also finds a place in 
the list. This programme was taken up for 
the first time in the Fourth Plan and this
programme will be enlarged very much in
the Fifth Plan. A very sound basis will be 
provided. 1 cannot anticipate that there 
will not be any difficulty. It will be rash on 
my part if I say there will be no difficulty 
in future. The programme which will be
taken up in these areas can substantially 
provide relief and protection to drought- 
prone aieas in such parts of the country.

As far as West Bengal Government is 
concerned, you see how quick they have been 
to take up measure. For instance, the State 
Government has placed funds and foodgrains 
worth Rs. 1.95 crores for test relief works. 
Another sum of Rs. 93.45 lakhs has been 
sanctioned ,for gratuitous relief. The CARE 
is undertaking a scheme for works pro. 
gramme costing about Rs. 1 crore. The State 
Government has sanctioned Rs. 93.45 lakhs 
exclusively for distribution to the old and 
infirm persons. Orders have been issued 
for the execution of one test relief scheme in 
each Anchal.

A number of hon. Members made a 
reference to the drinking water facility. Now, 
whenever a drought situation develops, firstly, 
the agriculture suffers and, secondly, the 
drinking water become scarce. A sum of 
Rs. 1 95 crores has been made available to 
the Health Department of the State by the 
West Bengal Government to see that drink-
ing water facility is made available to a very 
large number of villages. Besides that, 200 
big water tankers have been supplied for 
carrying water.
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The Central Government Health Depart* 

ment has depuled two officers immediately 
to look into the problems of drinking water 
scarcity As far as West Bengal villages are 
concerned, I have no doubt in my mmd that 
as soon as they come hack, they will submit 
a report to ihe Health Department and nece- 
wary steps will he taken.

As far as the Central assistance is con-
cerned, may I submit that West Bengal 
relief operations will not he allowed to suffer 
for lack of funds ? As 1 said, we are aware 
of 'he difficulties of the people. This is 
a Government which would like to respond 
to the sufferings of the people and see that 
no bureaucratic or administrative weaknesses 
are allowed to come in the way of providing 
relief. A large number of Ministers are 
touring various parts of West Bengal. They 
would like to see that no administrative 
draw-backs come in the way of providing 
relief. The West Bengal Government has 
already approached the Centre for providing 
financial assistance. We have found that at 
the moment, the ways and means position of 
West Bengal Government is not difficult and 
is quite satisfactory. As the House knows, 
there is a set pattern of providing relief. 
According to the Finance Commission’s 
report, about Rs. 2.61 crorrs have to be 
provided as an inbuilt provision to provide 
relief to drought areas in the West Bengal 
Government’s budget. That provision is 
there. Therefore, the West Bengal 
Oovernment has gone ahead with 
providing the necessary relief. The 
West Bengal Government has requested the 
Centre to depute a Central team. Normally, 
as soon as drought situation develops, the 
State Government reports to us and we de- 
pure a Central lean. I would like to repeat 
that the very purpose of deputing a Central 
team is to avoid red tape and delay. The 
representatives of all Ministries—the Plan n- 
ing Commission, Finance, Agriculture and 
H ealth^go there ; they consult the State 
Governments, see the situation and recom-
mend ceilings. Once those ceilings are accep-
ted, normally Government proceeds on that 
las*.

Actually, one of the officers of the Plan-
ning Commission, Mr. Agarwal, has proceed* 
ed to West Bengal today m rning  for study-
ing the drought conditions. The Central 
team is being constituted; the other mtm*
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bers are expected to join very shortly. Let 
me again repeat that in deputing the Central 
team there would not he any delay, any red- 
tape. As soon fas the Central team goes 
there and reports back to us, we shall be 
taking steps to provide the necessary Central 
assistance. Meanwhile, I would like to assure 
the West Bengal Government that, as soon 
as they find that the amount which is avail-
able in their budget is spent—we would not 
like to give the excuse that the Central team 
has not yet finalised its report and therefore 
we cannot give money—, we are prepared to 
see that the necessary funds are provided to 
the West Bengal Government even if the 
Central team takes some time, a week or 
two, to finalise its report. I do not think, 
there will be any difficulty in taking the 
vigorous measures which have been planned 
by the West Bengal Government, in provid-
ing relief. The relief that will be provided 
will be gratuitous relief—relief for drinking 
water, relief by way of providing employ-
ment to people because that is the most 
important thing. Even if foodgrains are 
there, what will you do ? Necessary employ-
ment should be provided. I am glad that 
the West Bengal Government have taken up 
the programme of sinking tubewells. It would 
not only provide employment but will create 
permanent productive assets. The whole 
approach appears to be so sound, Despite 
all the difficulties, the way in which the 
West Bengal Government is trying to assert 
itself, assert its authority, in providing relief,
I have no doubt in my mind that this cala-
mity will later on be considered to have 
afforded a good opportunity for development 
just as it did in Bihar. Mr. Ramavatar 
Shastri may be knowing that the drought 
situation in Bihar in 1966*67 was very grave; 
it was a very difficult situation at that tine, 
but it afforded a brilliant opportunity for 
taking up large scale development program-
mes on agriculture. The tempo of minor 
irrigation development in Bihar was so much 
in 1966-67 as a result of the drought there. 
1 hope, the same thing will fctppen here also 
and large scale programmes will be imple-
mented by the West Bengal Government with 
the full support and financial assistance from 
the Centre.
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I do not think that I should take more 
lime of the House. Lei me assure all the 
Member* m  in any part of fee
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country, wherever there are problems, we will 
see that necessary measures are taken and 
the human suffering is minimised to the 
extent possible.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The House stands

adjourned to meet again to marrow at 11.00 
a.m.

18 25hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned tilt Eleven 
o f the Clock on Wednessday, May 
24, 1972jJyalstha 3. 1894 (Saka).


