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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL,
AVIATION (DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI) :
Due to limitation for resources and strict
order of priorities no schemes have been
formulated in the Central Sector for the
development of tourist facilities in and
around Kota.

Air Flights Wwi Capitals

2633. SHRI BRIJ RAJ SINGH-
KOTAH : Wili the Minister of TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state @

(a) whether Government are aware
that at present there is no proper air-link
of important regional capitals like Trivan-
drum, Bangalore and Bhubaneswar with
Delhi ; and

(b) whether Government have any
plans to remove the difficulty of passengers
who want to save time ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL
AVIATION (DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI) :
(a) and (b). Same-day connections, both
ways, are available between (1) Delhi and
Bhubaneswar ; and (2) Dethi and Bangalore.
There is a same day connection from Tri-
vandruin to Delhi but not in the reverse
direstion. Indian Airlines have plans to
provide this from the winter of 71,

Boaoking done by Indian Airlines on
Boub-y-(:oouns:;d Cochin-Bombay
018

2634, SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Will
the Minister of TOURISM AND CIVIL
AVIATION be pleased to staie :

{a) the total number of bookings done
by Indian Airlines on Bombay-Cochin
and Cochin-Bombay Sector since January,
1970 ; and

(b) how far the Indian-Airlines has
met with the demands of passengers ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL
AVIATION (DR. SARQJINI MAHISHI) :
(%) and (b). Indian Airlines carried 26,880
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passengers from Cochin to Bombay and 25,767
from Bombay to Cochin during the period
January, 1970 to May, 1971. However,
capacity fell short of the requirements,
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED HEAVY FLOODS IN THE
GANGES, ALAKNANDA, TEESTA
AND THE RIVERS OF ASSAM
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Ffoga Yy domdga & § 4
SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY
(Cooch-Behar) : What about Cooch-Behar ?

I wish to make a humble submission.
We do not understand what is the purpose
of tabling calling attention motions if this
is the type of answer that is to be given.
I would seek your protection in this
regard. If you kindly go through the
statement of the Minister, you will find that
it is just a catalogue of events and nothing
more. Is this the only function of the
Minister, to present a catalogue ? Are we,
the members here, and the people outside
not entitled to know what Government s
doing about this matter ? But about that,
nothing has been said, This is very
reprehensible 1 think Government should
be asked by you to come prepared with a
better statement in reply to future calling
attention notices.

In the statement it has been said that
severe floods took place in various places,
and particularly in North Benpal between
the 3rd and 8th June. But what about
the damages or loss of property 7 Nothing
has been mentioned. This simply shows
that the hon. Minister is very complacent
about the flood situation in North Bengal
as also the other parts of India, But the
Minister should know that this complacency
will not be excused by the turbulent
rivers, The time will come when the
Minister and the Government will be washed
away unless they take drastic steps now,

It is reported in almost all the news-
pepers that about 30,000 people were forced
-to leave their homes in North Bengal,
about 80O acres of peddy land eroded and
160 houses were washed away. The hon,
Minister has not said anything about that,

We know what happened in the great
October flood of 1968. When that shock
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has not subsided, we find particularly

in the Jalpaiguri District this forther danger

and devastation, even though the Govern-

ment is sitting tight and doing nothing.

It has been announced that the North
Bengal Flood Control Commission would
be formed, and a small office has been
opened. I would like to know whether
this Commission has started functioning
in the North Bengal area to control the
floods, and whether the hon. Minister is
aware that a scheme was taken up as
long back as 1969 at the Irrigation Ministers’
Conference held in Simla to control
the North Bengal rivers ? The estimated
expenditure under this scheme for the
various rivers was as under :

Master plan for

Teesta river Rs. 114 crores.

Master plan for

Jaldhaka river 9.4]1 crores,
Master plan for
Roydok river 30 85 crores,
Master plan for
Torsha river 28.30 crores.
Master plan for
Mahendra river 1.82 crores.

The total comes to Rs. 184.38 crores.

May I know whether this entire amount
of Ry, 184,38 crores for the work of the
North Bengal Fiood Control Commission
has been sanctioned by the Government
of India ?

The hon. Minister said that certain
actions have been taken to contro} the flond
fury of the North Bengal tivers. Besides
the expansion of the rail and road bridges,
what were the other suggestions made by
tha Technical Committes cin 1969 ? In
this connection, may I know whethet the
fiood protection scheme by an  effective
armoured embankment in that area from
Mandaighat and Jalpaiguri town of Beltali
and Jhar Singheswar was sanctioned, but
suddenly for God knows what réasons,
the officlals stopped the work at Ribiganj ?
As & tesult, serions apprehénsions have
appeared In the minds of the ol people
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there, If this schemw is not extended upto
Beltali and Jhar Singheswar as originally
proposed, the entire area of Haldibarl,
Dewaganj, Hemkumari etc, will be washed
away during the monsoon period. [ would
appeal to the Minister that the original
scheme be implemented,

Lasfly, I 'would like to know what steps
have been taken to give relief, house
construction and other kinds of relief, to the
30,000 people who have been forced to
leave their hearths and homes in North
Bengal.

Lastly I would like to know whether
he is thinking in terms of giving certain
permanent relief not only by the construc-
tion of the flood protection scheme but
also by initiating a scheme, flood insurance
scheme, in areas which are affected by floods
and people in those arcas who want
to insure their life and properties insured
may do so. Is the Government thinking
on these lines ?

SHRI B. N. KUREEL : 1 have already
stated that the Government has got a
natiopal flood control scheme and 1 also
stated that it has got threc phases, imme-
diate, short term and long term. The
long term scheme will take about 30-40
years. That is the plan. At present schemes
to give immediate relief are taken, He
asked about the persons who had been
evacuated from that place. The State
Governments are making estimates and
other things and when they ask for help
from the Central Government certainly we
shall look into this. The hon. Member
bas given oertain details. We shall see
that this part of the country does not get
washed away by the rivers, We shall make
all efforts to control it.

SHRI B, K. DASCHOWDHURY : The

specific question was whether Rs, 184.28
crores had been ganctioned.
SHRI B. N, KUREEL : That plan

has been prepared, but as I said it is a long
term policy ; it will take a long time
to spend this amount,

Wo mefrerw até (sEe)
Yoy iy, wot A X AW woAr
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Ty ¥ geofer & g O €1 dar
gart aAwY arte awedt  agh 9%
frare o § fr o des A ger
wifge ot aw afafe ¥ W fomfor &
@ fs gfeg wwwr oo o @l &
w@waw feqr o aife g9 afwr w
FMANSWENIWE TN
fAe ot ®x 37 & T F fRAre we
¥ | ag ware gfew qaer &
weamefen w9 ¥ Wt axel § gom@r Ot
YT aqd faare we frg &)

§ madta §d afigy $1 osAne st
FoWOo TF & [ IR N AT
arsfeg s wgar g, fam & =R
wHSTAT q1-—

“The Union Government has prepared
a comprehensive plan to provide *subs-
tantial” protection from floods, cyclones,
sca erosions and water-logging in the
coming years,

Giving this information today, the Union
Irrigation and Power Minister, Dr.
K. L. Rao, suggested the creation of
a revolving fuod for financing these
massive fiood control works. The schemes
which can be taken in the curreat
plan period, he observed, were additions
and improvements in the flood fore-
casting units, organising joint inspection
of flood control works by the Centre
and the States well in advance of the
monscon season, and intemsification
of soil conservation measures particu-
larly in the caichment area of the

Himalsyan rivers.”
& arrar wig for yw & ant Wy

¥ grwan o § 7 ae At g §
't vt sy wr frare WOy ar

Qe

e wwey & wrrdve el g
T
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“The Union Goverhment has now
admitted that five States in India &re
the worst-affected by floods, During
the 16-year period from 1956, the total
loss suffered by those States is of
the order of Rs. 333.31 crores. The
admission came at the meeting of the
Consultative Committee of the Members
of Parliament for Irrigatidn and Power,
The Ministry has expanded today's
meeting to include those who also serve
on the Central Flood Control
Commuttee.”
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“00 piilgrims stranded at Chamoli”
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11 Floods in Ganges, Alaknanda,
Teesta and rivers of Assam (C A.)
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PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

DsLHt MOTOR VEHICLES (AMDT.)
RuLEs

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS, AND SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR)
I beg to lay on the Tablc a copy of the
Delhi Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Rules,
1971 (Hindi and, English versions) published
in Notification No, F 3(1),71-Tpt 1n Delh
Gazette dated the 16th April, 1971, under
sub-section (3) of section 133 of the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1939. [Paced in Library.
See No. LT-448{71 }

ANNUAL REPORT RE. INDUSTRIAL AND
CoOMMERCIAL UNDERTAKINGS, P. O.
SAVINGS CERTIFICATES (2ND AMDT )

RuLES AND NOTIFICATIONS

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K. R
GANESH) : 1 beg to lay on the Table :—

(1) A copy of the Annual Report
(Hindi and English versions) on
the working of the Industrial and
Commercial Undertakings of the
Central Government for the year
1969-70. (Placed in Library.
See No. LT-450/71.1+«

(2) A copy of the Notification No
S. O, 874 (Hindi and Englsh
versions) Published in Mysore
Gaztite dated the 20th May, 19/1,
under sub-sestion (2) of section 9
of the Mysore Stamp Act, 1957
read with clause (¢) (iv) of the
Proclamation dated the 27i¢ March,
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