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B.AJC. Railway track diversion 
117;

(b) whether the extent of submersion (a 
the back catchment area above the Farakka 
Barrage in Bihar has been osceitained by 
a proper survey and the concutrence of 
Bihar State for this submersion btainet1 
and

(c) when is the Feeder canal likely to be 
completed and flow of 40 cusecs of water 
from the Ganga into the Hooghly-Bhfif- 
rathi channel made possible ?

THE MINISTFR OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWFR (SHRI K. C. PANT) : (<i) 
The present position regarding different 
items of work mentioned is as under:

Work Present Stage of 
Execution

(i)

00

Bridge at R D.1 A road bridge at 
28 near Ballal-1 R.D. 28 5 to serve 
pur. ^-Ballalpur Shankar-
Bridge at R D j pur region has 
34 near Shan-1 been recently app- 
karpur J  roved. The founda-

tion stone lor this 
bndpc was laid 
on 28-2-1974

(ii» Bridge at R.D. Substructure, 1  ex- 
62 Dhuhan-Pa- cept for load
kur road testing on one

abutment well and 
raising of pier, 
completed. Cas-
ting of deck slab 

in g  progress

i\v\ Diaring of ca- The woik is in an 
nalrrom  R.D advanced stage of 
87 to R.D. 98. progress.

(V) D iversion  fo r 
N .H . 34 at R.D 
107 .

(vi) D iversion  fo r

Both the Railway 
line and the Natio-
nal Highway 34 

.... Vwilt be diverted 
B.A.K. Rail-1 over the rail-cum- 
way track at I road bridge at 
S S . I I 7  J .R .D .U 2  The rail 

traffic has already 
been diverted over 
the new bridge. 
The road portion 
is nearing com 
pletion.

at R D. (b) According to the back water survey 
conducted by the Project, an area of 5,029 
ha. will come under submersion. Of this, 
390 ha. will be in West Bengal, 2,620 ha. 
in Bihar and 2,019 ha. in either Bihar or 
West Bengal depending upon the finalisa- 
tion the mid-stream survey being con* 
ducted by the two States. Both the Stott 
Governments are agreeable to tta  submer-
sion and have initiated land acquisition 
proceedings.

(c) Work on thc Feeder Canal is ex-
pected to be completed by the monsoon of 
1974.

Proposal to Link Kezhoor (Kerala) and 
Madurai (Tamil Nadu) with Microwave 

net work of Indian Railways

2804. SHRI A. K. GOPALAN : \ViU
the M inister of R \1LWAYS be .'leased to 
s ta te :

(a) whether Government propose to have 
n new station building at Ke/hoor in 
Kerala:

(b) whether there is any proposal for 
Kczhoor in Kerala State and Madurai in 
Tamil Nadu to be linked with microwave 
net uork of the Indian Railways ■ and

(c) if so, when that is likely to be com-
pleted ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAH QURESHI): (a) No. 
There is no Railway Station named Kez- 
hoor in Kerala State.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

12 hrs.

CAl LING ATTENTION TO MATTLR 
OF URGFNT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
U.S. NUCLEAR-POWER AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER ‘KITTY HAWK* SAILING 
INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond 
Harbour): Sir, 1 call the attention of the 
hon. Minister of External Affairs to thc
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tollowing matter of urgent public impor-
tance. and X request that he may make a 
statement thereon; “The reported order 
given by the U.S. Government tu its nu 
dear-powered aircraft carrier ‘KITTY 
HAWK’ to sail into the Indian Ocean.”

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : The 
House will recall the statement that I made 
last November when a US Task Force with 
the aircraft carrier “Hancock” entered the 
Indian Ocean. US sources had then offered 
various explanations. I had expressed Gov-
ernment's misgiving* at this development 
based on the eventuality that it would lead 
to a more permanent military presence and 
thus start a chain reaction leading to big 
power rivalry and military competition in 
the area. It is with concern therefore that 
we have received the information which 
has been confirmed by our Embassy in 
Washington about the arrival of the .nrciaft 
carrier “Kitty Hawk”. Whether it is a re-
placement or an addition, it supports the 
belief that U.S. Naval forces are intending
1o stay in the Indian Ocean foi a consider - 
able period of 1une. We cannot also escape 
the conclusion that the expansion of base 
facilities in Diego Garcia bv the US is con-
nected with such a more long term piescncc 
of US Naval forces m this area.

Our policy regarding the Indian Ocean 
has been repeatedly expiessed. Any l.uge 
scale presence of the navy of one big 
Tower is bound to attract the navies of 
other big Powers, Such rivalry would 
create problems for littojal countries the 
overwhelming majority of whom desire to 
maintain the Indian Ocean as an area of 
peace. Government erf India have stionglv 
supported the UN General Assembly Resolu-
tion of December 16, 1971 declaring the 
Indian Ocean a zone of peace for all time 
and calling upon the Great Powers to halt 
the further escalation and expansion of their 
military presence in the Indian Ocean. 
Government have also associated themscl- 
ves actively With efforts in the United 
Nations and elsewhere for the realisation 
of this objective. We are therefore deeply 
concerned at the continuing presence of the 
US naval task force In the Indian Ocean

which is confirmed by the arrival of the 
aircraft earner “Kitty Hawk".

SHRI TYOHRMOY BOSU : Sir, this 
Government to my mind, is running with 
a hare and hunting with the hound.

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akoia): Who 
is the hare and who is the hound? 
SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I will
explain to you.

Si i , this Diego Garcia is not one base. 
But it is an apex and it is a completion of 
US naval strategic triangle in the Indian 
Ocean. The two corners are, one in South 
Africa and the other one is in Australia. 
With the acquiring of Diego Garcia from 
our commanding masters, the United King-
dom, I uaiaenzo/Marques and Nocala from 
l‘ot tugesc, a long chain of naval bases from 
S'monstown in South Africa to the North 
West Cape in Australia, which were built 
bv N \ T 0 ...........

MR SPFAKFR : You seldom read the 
speech.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : I wanted 
to mention the names conectl} .. .along with 
the large US Military communication bases 
at Nagnew, Maldives and the use of UK 
base of Vacaos, they have commissioned the 
most powerful, very low and extra low fre-
quency stations for helping the nuclear mis-
sile submarines in regard to communica-
tions.

Sir, this ‘KITTY HAWK’ has 75,000 
tonnage carrying 80 aircraft and 5,000 crew 
with three destroyers and an oiler. The U.S. 
has built a network of bases in the Indian 
Ocean and in the adjoining areas. There 
are six strategic bases around Thailand, at 
Utapao, Udoru, Korat, Nakhon, Phamon 
and Dbolo The upgrading of Diego Garcia 
facilities means increased fuel storage capa-
city, deepening of lagoons for bigger vessels, 
lengthening of the tunway by about 8,000 
ft. more parking area in the air field, and 
improved communication facilities at a cost 
of $32.3 million. That will give them
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the ability to stage forces in the areas as 
much us they want. It is a lame excuse 
that they are doing it because of the pre-
sence of the USSR.

There is an admission on record by no 
less a person than the Director erf Politrco- 
MiUtary Affairs;

“USA will go ahead even if no USSR 
forces in Indian Ocean ‘without 
any qualification’ *\

In 1973 the ship days, of the US ships in 
the Indian Ocean was 2,109. Moreover, 
they have a large fleet in the Mediterra-
nean. They have become the self- 
appointed world policemen. They United 
States says, to be polite, “we are streng-
thening our diplomatic efforts to further 
our national interest". It is nothing but 
capitalism exploiting and blood-sucking the 
backward and developing countries. The 
US oil industry has invested in the Gulf 
countries $3,500 million. Probably, the 
opening of the Suez will add to their 
designs for control over that area.

In Bangladesh, in Chittagong and Cox 
Bazar there are 10 US-inspired fishing 
trawlers doing intelligence work with 
antenna and aerial equipped with electronic 
gadgets and men toring messages from 
other ships.

In India the then Home Minister Shri 
Chavan admitted that there are four centres 
of CIA in Patna, Bangalore and two other 
centres. The Chief Minister of Assam has 
said that Assam is the hunting ground for 
CIA.

The Tories of UK, while fully agreeing 
with you, have been condemning you from 
behind and adopting this double standard, 
yet you want to be with them because you 
are their stooges in the Commonwealth.

We have* in this country the danger of 
Union Carbide. I  have fast hand infor-
mation, because I had been there myself. 
In Vizag they have fishing vessels. Under 
the garb of fishing vessels they are opera-
ting the most well-equipped trawlers with

all modem gadgets. They ate spying on 
us. Yet, their cany on business had in-
creased by 100 pec cent We are permit-
ting this even though we caught them 
under-invoicing their exports.

I would like this Government to take a 
lesson from what the North Koreans have 
done with Publo. They made the 
Ameucans come down on bended knees 
when it was a matter affecting the integrity 
of their country. The authorities here get 
cold feet because the Americans are their 
god-fathers. Can you do redly anything 
like what the North Koreans have done? 
If you ask me, my answer is a definite 
“No” because, as 1 said at the beginning, 
they are running with the hare and hunting 
with the hounds. They have sold their 
honour and they have sold their country.

The Prime Minister said that Mr. 
Johnson is a man of peace, when he is the 
butcher of Vietnam. Westmoreland, who 
was responsible for the happening in 
Vietnam, was treated by us as a State 
guest.

MR. SPEAKER: He should conclude
Now.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Am I too 
blistering'’

MR. SPEAKER: We have a fixed time 
for this.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: There are 
only three members present today and we 
have 45 minutes. I have taken only 8 
minutes. If you want, I  will lit down.

Johnson in his Memoirs says:

“Certain responsible persona in the 
Government of India had been 
working to further the cause of 
US—4he then Food and Agricul-
ture Minister and the then Food 
Secretary".

Shri C  Subramaniam and Shri Dias, now 
Governor of West Bengal
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The Times o f (ruiia/Washington Post 
say:

“High level CIA agent (direct US 
contact) in Union Government”.

There was no reply to a question of mine 
on this point They are allowing it delibe-
rately. They have two policies, one for 
domestic consumption and another for 
consumption in the international world.

They have allowed US Photographic 
flights over China from Indian bases. 
There »  the project “Peace Indigo” by 
Bharat dynamics in collaboration with 
International Dynamics of USA, multi- 
million dollar Company, the C.I.A. and 
they supplied poisonous gas in Viet Nam 
and covered nothem frontier with radar 
network. Farlier, there was a nuclear 
umbrella arrangement, a joint Air 
F-xercise of U S A , U.K. and India. They 
have also had joint electronic surveillance 
of Chino border.

The Ford Foundation Chief, Mr. Bundy, 
was driven out from Burma by glorious 
students—I congratulate them. He said, 
“PL 480 funds to feed the Indian masses; 
we have thc Peace Corps.” Our intellec-
tuals in educational institutions have fought 
to keep U.S. money out of India. Now, 
again, it is coming through back-door.. . .

MR. SPEAKER: He is going entirely
out of the scope of the Call Attention.

SHA! JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I am finish-
ing.

They are hand in glove with the 
Americans. As I told you, they have one 
set of policies for consumption within the 
country and another set of policy for con-
sumption outside. The inflow of American 
capital, remittances and collaboration is 
increasing.

AM that I  want to say is: Hands off
everybody from the Indian Ocean.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(Gwalior): Including China.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Include 
China m the Asian Security Pact, if you 
are going to have that

Take over all American business in the 
country, like President Nassar has done in 
Suez Canal, Mr. Mossadique has done in 
oil companies and Mr. Allende has done 
in Chile.

Thank you very much for giving me 
time and bearing with me with patience.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: Sir, it appears 
that the hon. Member opposite had some 
pages of his prepared speech for the 
President's Address debate and, probably, 
he could not deliver it at that time and he 
has taken now the opportunity of reeling 
oft some pages of his unfinished speech.

It is veiy interesting that he has not 
asked me to elaborate on anything. So, 
the best way to answer him is that be has 
made very sweeping allegations against my 
colleagues and against Government officials 
for which there is absolutely no justifica-
tion. They are unwarranted. For 
instance, to bring in the name of Mr. C. 
Subramaniam or Mr Dia ..  
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Mi. Jyotirmoy Bosu, 
nobody interrupted you when vou were 
speaking.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I would like 
to say that the voice of Indian Parliament 
against the acceleration of naval presence 
of United States would be more effective 
if it hid not been diluted by the type of 
statements. I dm son> to say, which 
Mr Jyourmoy Bosu made. Let us all 
concentrate on mounting a united pressure 
on the United States and also on Britain to 
give up Diego Garcia base and not to step 
up their naval presence. But Mr. Jyotir-
moy Bosu is  not doing any service when 
he says that we are not opposed to i t  I 
am sure his lone opposition will not be 
heard by anybody It ts the opposition of 
the Parliament, of the Government and of 
the country as a whole which will help in 
mounting requisite pressure. No amount
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of his criticism of internal policy is going 
to help.. .  (Interruption4).

MR. SPEAKER: If you go on like that, 
I  will ask the Minister not to reply.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I would like 
to say that the better approach, if I may 
suggest, for Mr. Jyotirmoy Bosu’s party 
would be to join us in raising our strong 
voice against the establishment of base in 
Diego Garcia, against the accelerated 
military presence of the United States and 
of other naval powers. He i« certainly not 
helping the cause by saying or hinting even 
obliquely that the Government of India’s 
attitude in this respect is not firm, is not 
clear. If I may say in all humility, he is 
playing into the hands of those elements in 
the United States who are trying to show 
that the opposition in India is not strong, 
is not real. It is not the correct position. 
There are signs of opposition even in the 
United States; the member* of the United 
States Senate are also \oicing their Protest 
against the expendituie of over 30 million 
U.S. dollars on the Diego Garcia base; it 
is suggested by those critics of this policy 
in the United States that this increased 
tension might come in the way of establish-
ment of detente and may also open up the 
United States Government to a justifiable 
criticism that the United States are adop-
ting the role of world police*men. So, I 
would like to suggest to my friend opposite 
that, in this respect, he should Join us in 
voicing our opposition to the establishment 
of the base and also our strong opposition 
to the induction of big naval unit* of the 
U S. Navy, because this is an action which 
is opposed not only by India but by alt 
the littoral countries surrounding the Indian 
Ocean, by all the African countries and by 
all the Asian countries—may be, there are 
one or two exceptions. Even countries 
like Australia and New Zealand are in 
favour of keeping the Indian Ocean as an 
area of peace.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Tetli- 
chcrry) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, by sending this 
aircraft carrier, ‘Kitty Hawk’, to the Tndfan

Ocean at a time when ghe entire peace- 
loving countries, all the littoral countries 
and all those who want peace in the world, 
are opposed to this kind of U.S. efforts 
of escalation of war or tension in this 
area, is yet another example of the total 
disregard of the U.S. imperialist ad-
ministration to world public opinion. Mr. 
Jyotirmoy Bosu has explained what this 
Kitty Hawk is, how dangerous it is and 
all that.

1 would like to diaw attention to another 
fact that this is not the only one ship 
which is being .sent here. 1 was just going 
through a report where it is said that there 
are already two task-forces with two air-
craft carriers—with 140 to 160 aircraft 
over them—and five destroyers and some
oil carriers already in the Indian Ocean ; 
there are two destioyers and an amphibian 
ship in bahrein, in the Persian Gulf; there 
i$ another set of two destroyers and a 
command ship m the inland of Diego 
Garcia. And to this big naval build-up is 
being .added this Kitty Hawk, anothei 
aircraft carrier with highly sophisticated 
electronic dcviccs, missile launches, 80 to 
90 anciaft and neailv 5,000 armed men.

This should he viewed in the context of 
global strategy which is now being worked 
out by the United States in collusion with 
Peking .ind South Africa. It is one of the 
turtv political games that we are witnes-
sing in this period The gentleman whom 
Shi 1 Jvolirmay Bosu just now quoted, M.. 
Seymour Weis*, Director of the US State 
Department’s Bureau of Politico-Military 
Affairs, in his testimony, has stated that 
Pakistan, Iran, Singapore and even the 
People's Republic of China bad publicly 
‘applauded* the US decision to build a base 
in Diego Garcia. This is the position.

When this happens, when such a serious 
thing happens, we agree that the Govern-
ment of India have protested against it and 
they have taken a position which can be 
appreciated. But I do not understand an-
other thing which is happening in the name 
of the Government 6 f  India.
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We have an Ambassador in the United 
States, Mr Kaul who is eulogizing all the 
tune how friendly is the United States and 
how helpful they are in various spheres 
Whereas the United States has got an 
ambassador, a hawk, in India, Mr 
Moymhan, who is going round the country 
and propagating the dirty politics of the US 
imperialist aggressois in this country and 
selling then aj,ttevsive policies eveiywhere 
Hut our Ambassador is singing and chanting 
the gloi) of the United States I do not 
understand why this is happening I would 
hke to know from the hon Minister whe-
ther the Government will do something 
about these Ambassadors who are going to 
the United State* who sometimes become 
more loyal than the king

Then, there is another propaganda which 
is going on This propaganda is being 
conducted by the Western Press, the 
United States and the imperialist forces 
and they aie planting this propaganda as 
far as possible in the Indian press also I 
would like the Minister to deny this propa-
ganda here on the floor of this House 
They say that U S\ sending all these 
naval aii craft carneis and other things and 
building up a naval strength m the Indian 
Ocean because thev think that the Soviet 
Union is doing that In the Indian Press 
m the recent period there were news about 
it One news said that India had offered 
port facilities to the Soviet Union m 
Vmkhapatnam and other places I know 
the Government had denied it Then there 
was another news that when Soviet Union 
had mounted its build-up of naval forces in 
the Indian Ocean, the Government of 
India kept quiet and the same Government 
of India is very angrv over the United 
States These are propaganda by the 
western press This is also dented in the 
Government.

lastly, they said that there is an attempt 
ey Soviet Union to use the Indian Ocean 
for nuclear tests which was also denied by 
the Government of India, But I would 
*c 40 know whether this propaganda has 

not got a motive to suggest that the

Americans are coming to the Indian Ocean 
with the innocent purpose of balancing the 
military forces in this region because they 
fear that the Soviet Union is present here 
m a big way Fven the NATO powers say 
that Soviet presence in the Indian Ocean 
is not a \ery big thing They say that 
aiiei the 1971 Bangla Desh war the Soviets 
have not increased then naval forces in the 
Indian Ocean and they also say that they 
do not have any big naval battle ships in 
this region

Now, I would like the Minister to tell 
the House what cxactly the Government 
wtU do apait trom pi ousting over it It is 
of course part of the methods that we pro-
test, the entire country, the peace-loving 
forces, unitedly protest against this aggres-
sive au  of the United States But apart 
irom that , what I want to know is, whe 
thei the Government would take a position 
to denounce this thing, whether you would 
make it clear that you don’t expect US to 
do justice to the peace loving people, which 
they have not done in any part of the 
world in their history We should under-
stand that this is really the character of 
imperialism It is inherent and so long as 
imperialism is there they will try to com-
mit aggression thev tried to impose war 
on the peace loving people we have seen 
it in Vi»*nim , wc hue seen it it fht unit 
of the Bangladesh liberation and we have 
seen this everv where Many interesting
things are happening around our country 
All these years we thought thit we have 
the sea front of our country quite safe 
Now we are getting alarmed at the news 
which comes relating to the Bay of Bengal 
\ here tiawlers aie sen* in the name of 
fishing set up with electronic gadgets and 
devices to spy over the Soviet ship} who 
.re cleoiins the harbour <f mines ard c^r- 
t lm destructions caused bv Pakistan during 
the d*ns of the Bmfjhdesh libera-
tion war The net result is, the Indian 
Ocean is I have told you has been made 
a spring-board of war. today by the impe-
rialist powers What is our relation going 
to be with the Commonweilth The 
United States in 1966 when Labour party
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was in power, first approached Britain 
about the Diego Garcia base. Now that 
the Labour Prime Minister Mr. Wilson 
has agam come to power the United States 
spokesman has said that they have no ex-
pectation that Labour will make any change 
in their attitude. I want to know whether 
our Government has taken up this 
question of Diego Garcia with the new 
Government of Britain, requesting them to 
change or to reverse this policy of impos-
ing war and tension on this region. If 
they say they will not, then the Govern-
ment should be bold enough to tell this 
House that we will say: To Hell with
your Commonwealth What is the mean-
ing of remaining ut such a Commonwealth?

Lastly my three points are the following. 
What is the understanding of the Govern-
ment in relation to the collusion of US 
and China regarding military naval build-
up in the Indian Ocean0 What is the 
attitude of the Government towards the 
C o m m o n w ea lth W h a t is the Govern-
ment going to do? Will they take it up 
with Wilson Government immediately ? 
Lastly, will the Government come out now 
denouncing the United States for this kind 
of aggressive action, because this should be 
considered as a matter of aggression?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: The broad
approach of the hon. Member, if some of 
his strong expressions could be eliminated, 
—tallies broadly with the Government of 
India’s approach. He has voiced quite 
undeistandably strong reactions against the 
establishment of the Diego Garcia base 
and also of the continued USA’s naval 
presence in the Indian ocean. We broadly 
agree with that He was, I think, unneces-
sarily hard on our Ambassador; ambassa-
dors in any country are expected to 
strengthen relations between (he country to 
which they are accredited and the country 
which they represent. That is the normal 
function of ail ambassadors in whatever 
part of the world they may be functioning. 
And if Mr. Kaui, in accordance with the 
Government of India’s policy tried to pro-
ject India’s attitude on several matters, 
which might bring about some greater

understanding between India and the USA, 
we should not deary that

We should not decry at aQ an Ambassa- 
dot acting under instructions from his 
Government. Mr. Moynihan’s name was 
mentioned again. I did make a statement 
with regard to the statements which were 
attributed in press to Mr. Moynthan, I 
think, tn Madras

I would like to say this much that the 
statements attributed to him may be the 
presentation of the U.S. Government's
viewpoint But, we totally reject the
validity of the arguments contained in those 
statements. Our opposition to the estab-
lishment of the Diego Garcia base is
strong and we continue to adhere to that 
policy

I now come to the four specific points 
about which the hon Member had asked 
me to give Government of India’s reaction. 
Apart from our continuing to express our 
opposition to the establishment of the base 
and the induction of the U.S. Naval 
forces into the Indian Ocean, we also 
intend to actisate the Ad Hoc Committee 
and the working Group in the U.N. which 
is already functioning. In order to ensure 
that the Indian Ocean remains an area of 
peace, as per the General Assembly Reso-
lution, the working Group becomes more 
active and mobilises international opinion 
and opposes the establishment of this base 
and the continued presence of the US 
Naval Force in the Indian Occan, vc 
also propose...

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: By that
time, everything will be completed in 
Diego Garcia.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: The work on 
the base is already more or less complete. 
They are now only enlarging i t  Diego 
Garcia is not the solitary black spot. 
There are others also and our opposition 
is directed against all bases, old or new 
because we are totally opposed to the 
establishment of bases in the Indian Ocean 
We will also continue to mobilise opinion



185 Calling U.S. A ircra ft PHALGUNA 2!, 1895 (Saka) Carrier'Kitty Haw* 186
satltng into Indian oceun (CA)

amongst littoral countries and also in the 
group of non-aligned countries I think that 
the continued agitation of this matter in 
the international forum is not likely to be 
ignored. Already there are voices in the 
U.S. which are opposed to the establish-
ment of this base by the U.S.

The second point about which the hon. 
Member mentioned is with regard to our 
association with the commonwealth. I would 
liie to say that the overwhelming majority m 
the Commonwealth family of nations is 
also opposed to the establishment of the 
Diego Garcia base. In fact, the Common-
wealth is a forum at which the African 
leaders, the Asian leaden and the Canb- 
beans can get together and mount the re-
quisite pressure which they can exercise in 
any international forum against the British 
Government whether it relates to the British 
attitude with regard to the supplies of mili-
tary equipments to South Africa or to the 
establishment ot a base like Diego Garcia. 
We should not lightly ignore the importance 
of this forum. There, the African, the 
Asian and the Caribbeans leaden can raise 
their joint voice and oppose such activities 
by the U.K. It was in the Commonwealth 
forum that Australia and New Zealand also 
altered the policies of the earlier Govern-
ments and lent their support to the general 
attitude in the Commonwealth Conference 
of condemning the South African policies 
on Apartheid and also the general desire 
of the Asian, African and Carribean Mem-
bers of the Commonwealth to ensure that 
the Indian ocean remains an area of peace 
and tranquillity.

Then the third question asked is about 
our assessment ot U.S.—China collusion in 
the establishment of Diego Garcia. He 
has said that in a statement which has 
been made by the U.S. spokesman it is 
mentioned that China was specifically con-
sulted. I  would suggest that we should 
wait for Chinese reaction to this because 
China had said that they are in favour of

ther the statement made by the U S. spokes- 
man in this respect is correct or not.

SHRI 1NDRAJIT GUPTA: If the 
Chinese keep quiet then what should we 
conclude?

SHRI SW4RAN SINGH: Silence some-
time!* means acceptance of the position.

lastly, we have already expressed our 
vciy strong opposition to this policy of the 
U S government and I Jo not see whether 
using a strong adjective will necessarily 
help

SHRI SAMAR MUKHLRJEE: I want 
to know whether it is a fact that China 
supported the U S Resolution.

SHRI SWARAN SJNGH . I have 
already said on the Floor of the House 
that China had lent its support in favour 
of the Indian Ocean being kept an area 
ot peace and tranquility. Therefore, the 
I S allegation that Diego Garcia has been 
established after consulting China is a 
mattei which I cannot comment upon. 
China has to comment or if anyone else has 
the information he has to comment.

SHRI BIRtNDFR SINGH RAO 
(Mahendiagarh) Sir, vie are all deeply 
concerned and share the deep anxiety of 
the Government to keep the Indian ocean 
as an ocean of peace He has rightly said 
it that if there is presence of one big 
Power in the Indian ocean it is bound to 
attract the Naues of other big Powers. I 
take the Minister on his word that he has 
been making all the efforts to keep the 
Indian Oc™n as a zone of peace but the 
fact remains that in spite of the Govern-
ment effort the main threat today to the 
security of the country comes from the 
Indian ocean side which has during the 
ages in the past been absolutely free from 
any danger. The question arises as to 
what extent the efforts of the Government 
have been successful and to vs hat extent 
the impression that the Government of

keeping the Indian Ocean as an area of India is partial and biased towards certain
peace and tranquility. So, it is for the powers is correct Diego Garcia has been
Chinese first to m e t  to this. It is for made much of I want to know whether
China to clarify their position as to wbe- it is ndt a fact that U.S and U.K. entered



187 U.S. Air-Craft MARCH 12,1974 Carrier 'Kitty Hawk* sotting too m
Indian ocean {CA)

[Shri Birender Singh RaoJ
into a pact about using Diego Garcia as 
a base sometime in the sixties.

The first time it was in 1966. Tndiq bag 
been a very important member of the 
Commonwealth. It is stated that most of 
the other littoral countries in the Common* 
wealth arc also deeply concerned about the 
increasing naval piesence of the US »n the 
Indian Ocean.

I would like to know what specific effort 
as a member of the Commonwealth was 
made by the Government of India to per-
suade the UK not to enter into a fresh 
pact with the US, not to extend facilities 
for its navy and air force on that island, 
and also to what extent other countries, sup-
ported India's stand. Was the matter ever 
discussed tn anv contcrenco of the Common 
wealth countries during the past so many 
years'’ The British Government through 
tts Foreign Secretary charged India with 
keeping silence and with connivance on 
the presence of one big power in the 
Indian Ocean I would like to know 
whethei the Government of India has taken 
the pains to convince UK and also other 
non-aligned countries about the baseless-
ness and falsity of this charge. I have not 
seen any statement from the Government 
of Tndia giving us particulars in detail 
about the hollowness of this charge. 1 
would also like to know what is the 
Government of India’s reaction to the 
USSR’s attitude to the increasing naval 
presence in the Indian Ocean of one big 
power or the other big power. Has it come 
to the notice of the External Affairs 
Minister that Pravda, which is supposed 
to be the official organ of the USSR 
Government, wrote that the Indian Ocean 
is free for any nation to use

Tf the USSR holds this view, what has 
been the Government of India's effort in 
trying to convince her that this sort of 
attitude is likely to endanger the security 
of this continent and of (he other coun-
tries around i t  The Indian Ccean is a 
very large area extending from Austra-
lia to Iran.

12.42 hr*.
[Mr. D m rry  SMAXBft in the Chair.]

I would like to know whether it is not 
a fact that almost all the littoral coun-
tries in the Indian Ocean have given faci-
lities for port or for mooring or for bun-
kering to one big power or the other. Is 
it not a fact that even in places where 
the US or UK has her bases, the USSR also 
has esablished her bases nearly ? I would 
give the name of Seychelles and Mauritius 
where there are UK bases, but the USSR 
also has deep water moormgbuoys there 
Similarly, near Diego Garcia and Mada-
gascar the USSR has also mooring faci-
lities in the ocean When one big power 
has a base in one place, the other big 
power also establishes its presence The 
USSR has a base war Madagascar; it has a 
bast, in Biharct in Somalia where SAM 
missiles are also reported to have been in 
stalled It has also bases m Secotra 
Hodeida, <\den, MuXftla and several other 
places in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf 
areas Even Iraq has provided facilities to 
the USSR. Stmilaily Iran has provided 
facilities to the US Certain other countries 
h..*c pivcn facilities o the UK

When all these countries have provided 
facilities to all the big p®wen» one b»j. 
power or the othci big power where is t1' 
question of the littoral countries benv 
together in the fight for maintaining the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of pcace ? I 
would like to know whether Chittagong 
still has the base of the USSR Navy

If it is true, may I know whether the 
Government of India, being in alliance 
with the Bangladesh Government, has 
ever tried to persuade the Bangladesh 
Government or the USSR Government to 
remove its neval presence from Bangla-
desh so that, a* said by the Minister him-
self, other big powers are also not attrac-
ted ?

M U DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think we are 
going beyond the scope.



SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : AU SHRI SWARAN SINGH : 1 would like 
these are very important points, Sir. to say that this rather wide-ranging

involvement of all manner of countries does 
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I  know. I  not appear to be based on facts, and we 

am only pointing out that we are going should always make a distinction between 
far out of the scope. We are now discus* the provision of facilities to naval units or
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sing the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace 
rather than the despatch of the nuclear* 
pewered aircraft carrier ‘Kitty Hawk' of 
the United States to the Indian Ocean.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : Diego 
Garcia is mentioned by the Minister; other 
countries have been mentioned. He ha* 
stated that the presence of one big power
& also bound to attract other big powers.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : If it is a 
nuclear fleet of Russia coming in because 
the nuclear fleet of Amtrica is there, I 
can understand, but we are now discussing 
the entire question of the Indian Ocean.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: All 
these are connected.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Please con- 
chide.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: There 
are reports that there are a large number 
of trawlers belonging to the United States 
under the garb of oceanography, with all* 
facilities of communication for collecting, 
information. Similarly, it has been reported 
that the USSR also has maintained a fleet 
of 18 to 20 ships in the Indian Ocean for 
the last nine years. What did the Govern-
ment of India do to see that this activity by 
one big power did not attract activities 
from other big powers also ?

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right
You have put the question.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : It is 
a fact that the Government of India so 
far has failed in its efforts to maintain the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. We 
would like to have a clarification from the 
Minister as to what extent his efforts have 
been successful or whether they have not 
been successful at alt and the Government 
has faded entirely in this matter.

7 1 LSS/73—7

naval craft of any country by various 
ports and the provision of bases. For inst-
ance, India provides the normal bunkering 
facilities even purchase of food, provisions, 
etc., to all the friendly countries* naval 
vessels whether it is the United States or 
Britain or France or the USSR. So, the 
provision of these normal facilities in 
peacetime is not regarded as something 
objectionable. But from what the hon. Mem-
ber has stated in a rather exaggerated 
manner, it appears he has infected by cer-
tain propoganda which has been persis-
tently carried on in the waste rn press . . *

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : I  do 
not belong to any party and you cannot aay 
that I am speaking for China or the USSR 
or the United Kingdom, or that I  have 
been influenced by somebody's propaganda. 
Have I not got my own brain?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: The brain 
does not carry always all the informa-
tion.

SHRI BIRENDFR SINGH RAO: This 
Minister is making fun of everything. 
(Interruptions).

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: Information is 
what is supplied by others.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Was he not 
in the Congress in Haryana ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: He is a friend 
of mine. He is more close to me than be 
is to you.

1 would like to say that the provision of 
a base is a serious matter which cannot re-
main undetected. Hie hon. Member has 
mentioned a number of countries in this 
respect; for example, he said that the 
USSR has a base in Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Socotra, Somalia and in Iraq; that is not 
borne out by facts at all.



[Shri Swaran Srogbj ^ is mentioning Chittagong and Cox Bazar
None of these countries has ever *and *W» aiK* ******

accepted this allegation; all of them have
denied these allegations.. .  {.Interruptions) SWARAN SINGH: 1 am nsply-
I  would like you to correct the record; yon «ng to Mr. Rao and not to Shri Jyotirmoy
have said that there were bases in alt those ®09U- W*®* *** was that the USSR
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countries.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: I 
said: deep water moorings dose to those 
countries, in the Ocean, wherever other 
countries had got bases.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I do not want 
to enter into that controversy. It is my 
duty because the names of several friendly 
countries have been mentioned and 1 am 
anxious that the names of those friendly 
countries should not be brought in unless 
there is clear evidence. I should like to 
say categorically that the statement that 
the USSR has bases in the countries which 
the hon Meipber has mentioned namely, 
Madagascar, Mauritius . . .

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: I 
have explained it so many times; yet he 
does not understand.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The hon. 
Minister has made it clear that he foas no 
information that those countries have 
given bases.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: He has also 
mentioned the name of a friendly country, 
close to us, Bangla Desh and said that the 
naval forces of the USSR were present 
there I think Shri Jyoiirmov Bosu said 
that there were some US trawlers in Cox 
Bazaar and some other areas.. .(Interrupt 
lions) As the House is no doubt aware 
Chittagong and Cox Bazaar ports had been 
mined by the Pakistani Navy at the time 
of the conflict.

SHRI JYOITRMOY BOSU: He has 
misunderstood me. There were ten vessels 
operating near Cox Bazar and Chittan- 
gong; they belong to the United States of 
America and they operate under the gaib 
of M a g  they have antenna and radars 
fitted to &em and they were caught whHe 
spying and intercepting messages. But he

Navy Was present there. Fads are that from 
certain portions of Chittagong and Cox 
Bazar the USSR had been asked to help 
Bangla Desh in removing the mines 
There were some minesweepers which tud 
been deployed there to remove the mines 
You cannot call this action as USSR naval 
force presence in the sense we are discuss-
ing it. When we mention about friendly 
countries we should be extra-careful not to 
create such an impression even b> the 
slightest implication.

SHRI S M BANFRJFF (KanpurI
It should be expunged.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH It is enough 
if it stands corrected.

About ourselves, I should like to 
that our position is clear We oppose the 
establishment of any base by any country 
other than the country concerned, w ho-
ever may be the country. Thi* opposition 
is total because we believe that this imtu 
duces an element of tension.

Secondly, I would like to say that the 
allegation in this respect thai India is liv-
ing to favour one country against another 
is totally unfounded. In fact, the hon 
Member must have noticed the Govern-
ment's reaction to the statement, to *hu.h 
he made a reference—the statement made 
by Sir Alec Douglas Home. To say the 
least, that statement was completely un-
founded. However, he is no longer the 
Secretary of State 1 would like to say 
that the statement that we were keeping 
quiet when other navies were establishing 
their presence in the Indian Ocean is in-
correct Our stand has been clear and con-
sistent. We are opposed to the presence 
of any foreign n«val force or the establish-
ment of any bases in this region. Having 
said nil that, we Would strongly favour 
u discussion not only amongst the littoral
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countries concerned, but, in this discussion 
we would like to involve the big naval 
powers also so that some agreement could 
be arrived at and there could be mutual 
restraint.

It is true that according to the well- 
known principle of freedom of high seas, 
some naval vessels will be present on the 
high seas. But, the establishment of bases, 
the induction of naval units or the establish-
ment of more or less permanent bases, are 
the things that cieate tension in the area 
They generate competitive rivalry They 
create! problems for the littoral countries 
and this is opposed to the concept of 
Indian Ocean being maintained as an area 
of peace and tranquility. In this regard, I 
Piesume there is opposition in our Parlia-
ment to the establishment of bases or t> 
the presence of Big Power navies in the 
Indian Ocean legion This rivalry will 
create more problems for the littorai 
States and they will be increasingly under 
\arums types of pressures fiom these 
foreign bases.

SHRI BIREND1-R SINOH RAO 
What about the efforts made in the Com-
monwealth * What is the Government's 
icaclion to the comment of TRAVDA’ ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH . Sir, about the 
efforts in the Commonwealth, the question 
wns to why we did not oppose the expansion 
of facilities Of course, the expansion of 
facilities was never discussed They anno-
unced that they have decided to expand 
'I here was no opportunity in the C ommon- 
wealth, therefore, to discuss this matter. 
But, our opposition even to the establish-
ment of the so-called communication base 
was clearly conveycd to ttnaun. \n \  ex-
pansion of facilities at the existing b<iscs 
or the establishment of new bases would 
lead to the aggrabation ot icnsion, and 
hence our opposition to any expansion is 
dearly there. About the comment of
PRAVDA’, I have not studied it. But, I 
have stated oor general policy very clearly.

1&58 fan.
RE : MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT

MR. DEPUTY -SPEAKER : We will now 
take up Matter under Rule 377.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond 
Haibour) „ Sir, I have given an adjourn-
ment motion regarding the release of the 
Gujarat students. (Interruptions)

MR DfcPUTY-SPLAKER . Order please.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSIJ. Govern-
ment is ci eating dis-order outside, There 
is no order here

WH ffWW ( w i )  : iFT TT srssT

t

MR DFPUTY-SPEAKER Mr Madhu 
I imaye is on a point of order I et me 
hear him

sft faw ir *rrc 2 j  ?*¥ i 
sir |*rr «frr sff arprr |  f 
?fnft *  s per 3ft

w  ?rm’ 3*1% srrt ir Ttf v m n ft  w r  
? rat ?t ^  m w  vt Ptct
rprr ?  1 t t t  *rr«f * fw  *r?r ? t 

* 1 wt «rt»t f t p  w f
ararpr vt *it n̂fsriir, ?w wr arr-wrft
r̂rffiTT

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU * I nave 
given an adjournment motion Two hundred 
students have been jailed {Interruptsm)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAkLR. I have 
heard your point.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I have 
given an adjournment motion on the iclease 
of these bovs who have been jailed tlnttf- 
mptions)


