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S8HRI B. V. NAIK: He has put
the question to the Hon. Minister, Let
him reply.

&t Twvew T Fug gv =
g v wdw fufiprr agw A fr
¥W gim & ¥ werz ? e o
9T qE TR 7 weire feuy At
I HRT A% WIOET 517 frRe
M e oQr ?

wwrafa witew ; q¥ @t A g,
T 171 gg wrewt fasge faae
w7 &a1 A1fae fe a9 faT § s
w7} § e s7 2§ | i a1
7 ogd fe; oI T 476« T 40 MEF
) qrx ey 9 fs 98 Qe & D=3
Y ferd: e & & wrRT § A
gy wss wfa-zfves §, o e
forzry 7T

The question Is:
“That the Bill be passed”.

The motion was adopted.

16.20 hrs,

ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREAS-
URES (AMENDMENT) BiLL

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(PROF. S. NURUL HASAN): Sir, I
beg to move:

“That the BIll to amend the
Antiquities and Art Treasures Act,

1972, as passed by Rajya Sabha, be
taken into consideration.”

The House would recall that this Bill
was passed in 1972, but it took some
time to notify that the Bill has come
into operation. The main reason for
that was that State Governments
were requested to appoint Registra-
tion Officers, whose salaries were to
be paid by the Centra] Government.
That discussion took quite some time.
I urged the State Governments %o
make the appointments as soon as
possible. I am grateful to many of
my colleagues in the State GoVern-
ments for heving responded to my
request, but in the very nature of this:
Bill, until al] State Governments had
made proper and appropriate arrange-
ments, it would not have served the
purpose which this House intended if
the Bill has been brought into opera--
tion. Therefore, this Bill was finally
brought int, force with effect from
Sth  April 1976, throughout India
except in the State of Sikkim.

Under the Act and the rules that
were notified thereunder, al]l dealers
had to register themselves and to
register all antiquities which they had,
along with the photographs, within
two months and private collectors:
were required to do so within three
months. Numerous representations.
were received both from dealers as
well as from private collectors that
they needed more time to comply with
the provisions of the Act. In fact, they
had enough nctice because the Bill
had been passed by the House in 1972

and it had been brought to
the notice of all concerned,
but apparently they were wait-

ing for the official notification to
start preparing for the registration of
their objects. So, representations were
received that the time of two months
for the dealers and three months for
private collectors was much too short
and that they would not be able to
do it. They also had complaints about
the rule that fcur photographs of each
antiquity were to be deposited with
the registration authorities. Due to
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the rising cost of photographic mate-
rial, many of thc persons involved
submitted thag the cost of submission
«~of four copies of photographs would
be very high indeed particularly in
the case of coing and smaller objects
It was considered exorbitant compared
to the price at which these were
generally bought. Some associations
of dealers in antiquities as well as
individua]l art collectors apprehended
thest their legitimate business would
suffer greatly as a result of these
conditions. Many of these persons
also said that they were not fully
aware which of the objects of art held
by them werce antiquities covered by
the Act and which were not. Taking
all these factors into consideration it
was felt that some relief should be
given. Goverument, therefore, advised
the Presideat and he was kind enough
to issue an Ordinance that further
tlime-limit be extended from two to
<six months, thereby giving extension
of four months to enable the dealers
to prepare stock registers and complete
photographic documentstion of the
antiquities in their collection. The last
date for obtaining licences i now
October 4, 1976.

Further, it was alse felt that some
relaxstion should be made regarding
the supply of photographs for specified
catexories of artiquities By a Cov-
ernment order the sire of the
photograph bhas been reduced from
postcard size to the quarter sire
(10 x 7.5 cm.) while the number of
photographs required for registration
have be*n reduced from four to three.
Similariv, the smaller antiquities like
miniature bronzes, terracottas. etc.
may be grouped in one photograph—
three in quarter size and six in full
size.

The ~mendment to section 18 ex-
empts from registration antiquities
kept in museums and institutions run
by local attnorities or by any such
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body as the Central Government may
approve by geners] or special order.
This ‘'was a very important lacuna
which was pointed out to us because
it was mecntioned that some of the
major ‘nuseums were being run by
municipal authorities and not.. by
State Governments and, therefore,
they would have to supply the details
of each antiquity although they are
among the best run museums in the
country and there is no fear or danger
that any untiquity in those museums
would disappear, For exumple, .she
museum run by Allahabad Municipal
Board, which is an excellent museum,
would have been covered by this Act
and tha; is why, we are coming to
this House with this amendment and
the Ordinance containg thst amend-
ment that they can be givem exemp-
tion. In the same way, the Prince
of Wales Museumr in Bombay is run
by & suciety supported by the
Municips] Corporation 10 which. State
Government and Government of India
have also given assistance from Ulme
1o time

It was also decided that we should
proceed gradually snd not bring
within the scope of the ensciment all
the antijquities but select those
which *here is an international tre-
ficking and cluandestine export. We
have, therefore, proposed thay sculp-
tures in  stonc, terracotis, melals,
fvory and hone pamtings ir, a)l media
snd manuscripts containing paintings
illustrations and f{lluminstions have
to be reg:»tered within the time-lUmit
So far s othor things are concerned
like coms, arms, armouws;, medals
furniture, textiles and un-illustrated
manuscripts have been, for thy time
being, excluded from registration but
are proposed tn be brought within
the scope of the Bill progressively.
The registration machiner. has sl
ready been set up coosisting of 1M
posts of Regirtration Officers »nd
these are generally under the control
of the respect've State Departments
of Archacology. The response hss
already been very good. We have



225 Antiquities and Ar¢ BHADRA 2, 1898 (SAKA) Treasures (Amdt.) Bill 226

received applicttions from dealers for
licence for about 40 upto 31st July,
1976 and these appications are being
looked into. The registeration work
is also going on smoothly and the
number of applications for registra-
tion of antiquities received through-
out the country til] the 31st July.
1976 is 5075. Sir, one of the effects
of the enforcement of this law has
been that several persons who had
collected objects of ary are now giving
them either as gift or as permanent
loan to the leading museums of the
country,

Sir, the other day I had the pri-
vilege of receiving on behalf of the
National Museum of India, a number
of very valuable objects of art given
by a well-known donor.

Sir, these are the main features of
the amending bil}] which has been
passed by Rajva Sobha ang which I
commend to the House, through you,
for considertion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

*“That the Bill to amend the
Antiquities and Ar¢ Treasures Act,
1972, os passed by Rajya Sabha,
be taken into Consideration.”

ot wwwt fag ‘A’ oA
%7 wrgw, & gt AT AgE w1 N
i dr T s aa &
ferq wpwpar § fo ag o far 3 &1
Tg g7 Yt qua (frem & ST W €
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JEfuiata i L iRl ARG
# A figg wagare frewan §, 99F 22
wrea & G A e goT —

“Indla prcposed to hold bilatel.'al
talks w.th tlie developed countries
1551 LS—8.

to explore the possibility of getting
back ary objects and other cultural
property removed in colonial time,
Mr. S, Nurul Hasan, Education
Minister, said here to-day.”

AT w7r M & | foR wmd s
g —

“But, he said, severa]l of the
developed ccuntries which had been
the recipients of such cultural
property, had not yet ratified the
convention.”
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N fafew avrmsmaTg 1 SreraTeT w@r
& va fegemm # wiezfow e
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“The British Museum is full of
art objects from India.”

e ddusgn @ ¢ &
oer # 9EE, W wowr F SRR,
9 TATH F AY, AR AGAAG F
e, 7 W agy, At F Al &,
qeml # degeem @ Al
3 s ¥ fgEw @ 6O
mg.m%fﬂﬂfm’f
#t T a1 g T § A
ar fegeam # fegmn s@ @1 37
aqa am e fegem oF faa
wer 2w & | # g o A v
E—mﬁm%whﬁﬁ{fm‘r #
2 2, afeor s & At A ﬂja‘ﬂ?
# 2@ &\ wfadt @ Afat T g,
T wAfEa FOZ-FUET AE 3T
g gt @, 2w # fafe gefaa
@ @ awd & ag faw aw



227
[ w41 frg e

guvnfmrem § N wewr R E
Ar-isumat WHET ¥ ff @ qEw o
TR &1 FTA 2T § W aadifedt A
g iofi s o ft deew
fra Igr A TRy e
famdra & fggema ¥ qgg=r g,
vmrgfont, viv. ivai a7 wafogr ww
¥ o ok v of § o qg ww
eqawdi o fafadm oo ar & foa
81 7 &k dxgpfor 2 grft B, s
figh iR mTadm g o
T oA gt § ) A AT AR § A
frsrdw b igmsimaga Y §
fs azox & gfr ) qw fafrax we
AW W) Iwe g fggam &
TR g WA & wha o ) faey
&t qfy a1 wAwm & €t 387 ot saan
fear war ) g &t grTanfedt a
v am fewr g wREt A M T @
o uw #§ afer antrs; et &
da & an a7 fgeamy o wOT w1
whr §, a1 vy mm g Iae
T § ) S I fppena k99
wgr Ag71 & faegid fpapam o areiia
arefefedt ¥1 wra & ag+ qrvery fean
TP WTHATTA W1 ATH [A AW A
faq fazr & 2 <@ aem § 1 A
frsus & wrofia sty arnfr & o
w w7 g wrpfr & gy @ oty
forfont &) AreT gzm syfaam & )
In8 wrry ot degfs N7 AT AT
T 91 § 1 gt qaardt i frem
tfespdma sagoar $ off
@ 349 g9 fryat o 47 gt &
afrat fasft § 1 am 2 g W ¢
et &1 91 Wy avn wifgy A ew
s ¥ §0) & s, wew wfgy
4 fipgears & gfagre qersmr g
WiT 98 AOTR # APy aww faad
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fesagr qaex & ToAf: 26 A i
N A & § T w kN wigy

ga1t ag g fegr & T raw
€ w7 grt @ & gre fame & fafro
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ﬂwimﬁmmimﬁa@m
da fawar & 1 afoar oY ¥ sree frft
#&Tﬁwf‘&mgaﬁm}m
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331 Antiquities and Art AUGUST 24, 1876 Treasures (Amdt.) Bill 232
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st wnor faw wqwe]!
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T gay, ¢ fam ¥ 110 9= FrAA §
“Shall be accompanied” et ¥ rqr7
qrInar Ty ferar § -

“Shall, in the case of such anti-

quities or ¢lass of antiquities as the
Central Government may, by noti-

fication in the Official Gazette,
specify, be accompanied.”

A A7TFQ Ay B ER-
BT W o7 avst ¥ qriez Foar m
ar | 6T w7 517 qgrza ¥ few o
=3 rifwam, x=at otz ofwafes
AT, FAFAT T A gy w7 frar
&, T EA TETC oF geqyat ¥ wfa 137
g fear g

7= {1 L1277 w0 & OF ag fados
T8 AL TZ AT N NP, A
ag ATAETL, qGTYO QI AFo &
£ faa ¥ TI7AT @17 77 51 3 KT
R foQ qamd & arx § w77 v I
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& T2 X9 TF ¥ OF, 2T F B A7
ary ®% o0, T )" fax g5 wfg W
wPgar Mt X gm Sred w0
oz A7 IGST Y ST E, v 9T
g fax & fa3 ¥37 78 73T T AN,
afsw & X Zwar Ty 3ep ®ztag ® qfa
HIIT FFZ KT A TWT 7 fF
=gt 3 & aor INgfas Fw I1AT§ )
q@ a7 war & i ag € fa & sream
¥ warfaal & g2o o7 957 #faz
@y SEd | § agr aegE g A AR
are # 7% wfa fsar war warg )

w7 a% a1 ¥4 xqE al(w R |7
wiwg & dfeT wa § N qEd TO
arfaai 7 7€ & 378 AT F7ar s1gar
g 1728 A ag fiv 78 X Qfefrel que
wEq &7 gArT 34T § I TW A FT
anas & fr gvra W fraar qam,

fraar dfmerfas AT feaaT deama
w1 R ag « v 3341 § fF TAEY
TR AT KIFT  FM A IqT adF F
1 wifgg | FfFT a7 WAt aw AE
faar mar § 1 w7 ¢F fagar F TR Y
57 & gemar g & goer a7 d7etor faar
ST HIT A SHFTEFAALCFAT ) -

qd a1z § 1947 & qF FT T
Paat sfcg & gt &1 gfar aic guar
F A AET WA TR ff, A%
g & a7 Sfaasg T faar war g
ghag. s ¥ qraqg A7 ag T
gz & grar g fagsr sai 4 @
g ey aF frw @7 @ froww
R M ® QAT fafy fadai & I
IO WN T 6T 5767 377 @w FIm
/17 5a 47 38% fay A gt O gw
771 AT &) W A FL IV gIH
gt &vwfa ®/IT gegar WY qov
q%T ST | gafeg g7 wd O fF
7 51 N0 7§ A I AT AT
T+t wFaT FT 3, 3q% fag 1% fraw
aar ¥ A% 37 faaat &1 se1€ ¥ wraw
g1 ¥ & w2 gar 3T ey ) wwd
Tz w15 AT g1 WX AT FIF gT °FF
ST AT IAFT HEY J g8 FOT % |
9 AFTTH IT ¥ 7707 £ aga wq faa
;T AT FX T fags gowr g
fasgs T /% | 1969 ¥ AT A3,
afeaTrg, AT q97 AT TTEATT TAZ
¥ 734 & qfagr T4 g 1F A wIA
qgT Ay A FRI qU}T ¥ g
af g '

weqY A TAT AT FT @ § foEd
fag & I3 wevarz. $or fs @ godY
wfagr gardy agT wat af § svey A
gt ATR STA1 AT | ITFT A7 SR
' & | SaH TS T AT A [fET
a7 I ¥ T I TR 9@ fqw
wddr e g W A% fawrd §
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(st ¥r=.q faw)

& qv frger 7p wEm fx oy
¥v" gee T fewr wm e
Tfrey At Ky wrfggefer & ot - &
at oAt ¥ o € @ arElT et
cz WY g7 Trfaey &) B F @y = gw
T ¥ feg oy wify voor M o
ST ¥X Y ghR &Y wow ¥y ¥ AN mgw
=TT o) € fw oA ot Ty fafa & o6,
IS wT | ¥ ary F 0 E (A T
¥} WATYT APTIT KTHTC ¥ IHE feg
% qWTT W v ) § | (&% feg
R wTETT &1 @7 A sfRwi a1
srea g qen @ oRE fowre
fewo & STz THEv W @ Fvim &)

s Tien QT aet w1 ‘wTeTY
T2 ST W xR a8 & sifee B,
! Trer o WO g s
o R AeeY Ty Al ot wy
et &1 e ¥ arfe g1 & WO 4
U

8 wrgw wow T o g 8
wem o f fo ool ayee gow1 W W
w4 fs wgt @ T A A Wy IWE
are ave arew e ft €, SA%Y v
(fawtfs o sw o 0. @t #%
T gai SroO T o

= o oo e & aof ae
g7 w fniv w7d §, 49T T g
wqrer fadit 73 § 4 (v i ) i
areTr %1 oy wrar wifie, @ won
orfyge, dfsx drqw g o L fe e
gz i kv a s 1 gart Aw &,
ot sarw B wgn o oz qifent
g N x avg ¥ s oo B &R Ol
ww ot sTeR ww §, e
geq ¢, Tk fx My gr el Y
farsrd ety Yt ity qaAfwmat faw
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TR eI s Qi gm AT ¥ ey
T W0 wox W 3h # wga gL aw mow
AT K N

wwrefa v . v G Y
WITH #9¥ T 979 wgA w.fmrw €T
wrd st kay W g war g for
I W oY faRwi W e § ?

W wnmre faw : oy, ofes
Trqql & g Ay §, IR Ww
] o1 & 5w § fr fat oy e wx
& wridm | o5 @ oy, @ feven &
w & v fegaw o1 Ajfem & Emia
TN g W7 qTeeT g g

SHR! P. K. DEO (Kalahandi): Sir
while supporting thig Bill | would like
to submit certain suggestions. Thi
country is the cradle of civilisation
and it has become, after the evolution
of thousands of years, 8 beautifu!
tapestry 1n which various cullures
bhave been interwovea (0 make Indis a
beautiful home of art. It is a treasure.
house of the antiquities and pieces of
art created by mankind through the
ages. It should be the duty of the
Government not only 10 ser that they
are not stolen but also to presene
themm properly. | have been in this
House for quite some time and it was
a matter of grest concern io me to
bear sbout ten yovars back that some
besutiful miniature paintings with the
signsture of Emperor Jehangir were
smuggled out from the Jaipur Museur.
Of course the Curstor Sangram Singh
was arresied but though he might
have been srrested thase things which
have gone out of the country canno!
be salvaged. We are lucky fo ha?
been able to salvage the Harnni
Murti of Chamba when |t was about 10
be shiploaded from Bombay. The fam-
ous Nataraj Murti bas also been taken
awsy from South India and a ”k;
copy image has been placed there
N"m W“.um’ are wn‘ ﬂl’ﬂ(t
on by the Government to procure 1€
that famous Nataraj Murtl.
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The speakers who preceded me have
spoken about the various pieces of art
end antiquities which gong abroad.
Since 1957, when I came to this House,
1 had been requesting time and again,
when Prof. Humayun Kabir and also
when Maulana Azad was in charge of
this Ministry, that the books of the
India House Library should be procu-
red, These are famous pieces of our
culture and if we cannot get them back
we should at least try to have micro-
films of these books taken and preser-
ved here. At that time I also made a
request that we should use our good-
offices with the British Government to
try to get back the Kohinoor Diamond
which has been so precious and of such
sentimental value to this country, and
also the Peacock Throne. For the time
being we are very friendly with the
Imperial Government of Iran and we
could use our good-offices to retrieve
the Peacock Throne and restore it to
its proper place in the Red Fort.

Some time back I was stunned to
read in the papers that when the previ-
ous President visited Thailand he pre-
sented an antique image of the Buddha
to the Thai Government. I don't
know how far it is true but it pained
me greatly to read it. I hope this is
not correct and that the Minister will
repudiate it.

a

So far as private collectors are con-
cerned, 1 take my hat off to Salar Jung
of Hyderabad who invested his whole
fortune entirely in collecting pieces of
art, His is one of the finest museums of
this country. I also salute such other
patriots who have rendered immense
service for the preservation of art in
this country.

17 hrs.

8o far as Orissa is concered, I come
from a place where, if you scratch the
earth anywhere, you will come across
antiquities; there is every scope that
antiquities will be available, . beautiful
sculptures will be available in plenty.
But their preservation is important.
I would like to cite the example of

one Museum in my constituency, the
Belkhandi Museum. I request the hon.
Minister to make a note of it. There,
the Museum js just for the name’s sake;
the images are there, but there is no-
body to look after them; people go in-
side the Museum and cook their food
and the place has become absolutely
black; all the iron railings have been
removed. Fortunately, the local people,
who are mostly Adivasis, do not know
the actual value of these art pieces;
otherwise, those things would have
been lost for all time to come,

So far as monuments are concerned,
according to our Constitution, monu-
ments are of two kinds: monuments
of national importance and monu-
ments of State importance, So far as
monuments of national importance
are concerned, their preservation is
the concern of the Central Govern-
ment. So far as the monuments of
State importance are concerned, it is
the duty of the State to look after
their preservation, I must state frankly
that nothing much has been done to
preserve those monuments which are
still with us, to preserve them from
moisture, from sun, from wind and
from sand. If you look at Konarak:
you will find that all the beautifiul
sculptures have been eroded by sand,
wind and sun. There should be chemi-
cal treatment and those should be
properly preserved.

Now I come to the fake antiquities.
This has become an art. You go to
Janpath; you will find that there are
so many Tibetans selling antiquities.
Those antiquities are newly-made
pieces : they are made antiques ; you
put them under the earth for two
months and they become antique;
even brass pieces, with the application
of some chemical, look greenish and
they are sold at fabulous prices; the
poor tourists are being cheated like
anything, Ultimately, the had name
comes to the Government. I would,
therefore, like to draw the attention of
the Minister to this. He must have
some authority to find out whether the
antiques are really antiques or they
are fake antiques.
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As the time is very limited, I am
not going into the details. 1 welcome
the move, though it is belated. Much
action could have been taken since
the last three years. However, better
late than never, I fully support the
BilL

WY gy () gwraf
wEEY, TXATX g g8 72w § farm &
FTT W FTT ¥ §AX W QHI
qRET | g TA-TGrOATGY KT AW WY
R, oot & wrwv & wor-pfat sy
& qgi W) ¥7YTT & g r—uw v
qg wirvea® dy §—fe aeT agn wn
¢, ¥granh v P gz © oy
fifxy, am T g dwma s&s @ it
O giwd= W1, &fex qrd IW Y
¥ arx Ay 2o, gfre) faw &) g1t
& 77 | gt W) qre dewa 5 & T
safrxsimmsTR R, Mrrgrren
am oY ¥a-og faw 1972 & g=7
% gw € 9T 1976 ¥ T My
g, avh faw arm @ & wre AT A
ary gar, 39% ax W wfvw frer
g s fexk faa gy wx f 4

17.08 hrs

[Sumt P. PARTEASARATHY n  the
Chair),

gonegn Ffeaque &
#rq Faeel grord § 3797 foeq et
soarqw gar § 1 Gy Ay s @
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himself or by any other person on
his behalf, carry on the business of
selling or offering to sell any anti.
quity except under anq accordance
with the terms and conditions of a
licence grunted under sectio 8.

Y 9ETX Y g wTeA o WX wfrar
% 1 o g ¥ ¥ fir g fom Trog
wrxaw & fag ferft fendft oftsmy
art § x1 qTrea & e | wrod wnar
tfrqegarrar q¥1 1 & wrmame
ST g § | W9 W WY it 8 ¥y
At O F aft ot oY fay argy
ey ¥R fawr ag @ § :

“antiquity™ includes—any article,
object or thing of historical interest”

qg a7 age dEfawa § o grwEw &
ot & dhr OF fox aeie ) ¥ §F
et ATt & Wt ar ot
ot O TN SR 6 srfoar qrad § o
aast am § fe ferm g2 9T v
qom ? @Y ¥ A O wQw ) v &
g%t Al gCar Y & g ? o
quy e ? & suwn g fx w173
ok k& € AT ) P ) gA7
an SqUMZT W T g @
eratam &1 Oear wrgh &) fpgera
& TgT ¥ €7 1 7Y Y qrewy 9T
o1 1 T 7% ) wrae? wifgh o fe o
QTN QITET EAEICH KT, T X €7
® difgr ad | Owd § ft wEER
Wk @ qremem geit wfyr €
we it areR afarel w ¥ o b,
sgfyan o1 & forar § 1 qw ogfame &
xa garT givat @ qfeat qr omit fam
v anh §1 T B e A
AT A g ? demar 1 g AT
qB 7 -
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“Nothing in section 14 or sec-
tion 16 or section 17 shall apply
to any antiguity kept—

(§) in a museum; or
(ii) in an office; or
(iii) in an archive; or

(iv) in an educational or cul-
tural institution, owned controlled
or managed by the Government”

T T (ARETE w7 faar ¢ vt
Fefear § :

“It was also considered neces-
sary to enlarge the scope of the
exemption under Section 18 of
the Act so as to cover antiquities
kept in museums, offices, ar-
chives, or educational or cultural
institutions. ...”

QrI%r 99T a1 5 w91 gt w7 qoy
wIxt W 9w & qET AT A S
A7 A I7 | Tg TTF TET 971 fE: ©r2-
o7 wfyray § ofr gy §=)-
Zawx # N W WAAES § I
™ Laq KT WY TeT AWAE ) g
qaA| WP F ggt At AT ¥
IR W1 ITET faavr IJT R
FIETT ITH! A g | £ Ty SATIT
grefwe grit | et amdw frg
STATAT EV AT IF 6 T T AIAR
T ¢ 1 q& WY qAr A€ frad gad
dar T R} & 1 oW g w ) FEA
IrrRE I AN G F T § ) 3 Ty
wrx & vt & qre w7 gt §oon
SMT & W9 ¥ §OT 18 F FTFIT
sTfear g1 A& 78 Tgar qr fw
dwn7 18 ® g wiwy 3¢ ) afex
X A qrdqr ) @AW | qT W9
¥ sqfyae AT TqFwAY TRITINT B
e w3 & 7738 ¥T faar § fs 39
W B A ER 1 & TF KT GTgAT A&
sTar g
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fm& agde Aad § g1 frad)
T faw @ § $5 qar W 1 15 faw
w1 W93 593 fean 9o frang aqt
Tt aorf o | w@E e 14 F o
e

“In the case of any person, with-
in 15 days of the day when he
comes into ownership....”

araEr 15 feT e ? @@ W QY e
TAT AATER 91 | w2 ¥ Fw QO AT
3157 | Mfam 7zt 15 far

e #g1 & Foreed o Jt
ari ¥ arg & 7 aww war 5 wEA
71 331 o2 fea § 1 wro g fawr
& IfeT FT47 97 @ § 9% g
wiq TG aF g Gifea 73, gRF F7
mifge 7Y & | 7 v gAFT TIT WY
FRYE'T N |

DR. RANEN SEN (Barasat): 1
wholeheartedly support the Bill
though it is a little belated.

on this Bill, I
was reminded of a famous poem
written by Rabindranath  Tagore
entitled “India, the Shrine” in which
he has saig that here in India the
Aryans, the non-Aryans, the Huns,
the Scythians, the Mongols, the
Chinese, the Pathans, all got mixed
up and a composite culture grown
in this sacred soil of India. There-
fore, though it will be a little out-
side the purview of this Bill, I want
to draw the attention of the Minis-
ter to two or three things.

While speaking

It is good that registration and
other things will be necessary. But
there are any number of manus-
cripts, paintings, statues and busts
in our country which are still not
explored and things which have
been explored but are not properly
taken care of. I want to mrention
just one or two examples.
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The Asiatic Society is a treasure-
house of any number of vsluable
manuscripts, busts, statues and
paintings Even there are paint-
ings which have been autographed
by King Shah)ehan, but it is re-
ported in Calcutta newspapers two
days back, in Calcutta Statesman,
that many of these antiquities are
being kept neglected without pro-
per care, on the floors of the Asia-
tic Society. 1 bad moved a ques-
tion which, unfortunately, became
unstarred in which [ raised this
question. Now, in that Asiatic So-
ciety which is nearly 200 years’ old
started by Sir William Jones and in
which very known and famous In-
dian intellectuals were also con-
nected. many of the manuscripts
are rotting and proper care has not
been taken to preserve them pro-
perly. | want 1o know whose res-
ponsibility it is. Now, there is &
quarrel among the authorities and
the Board of the Asiatic Society as
a result of which there is slmost a
total deadiack. Would be Govern-
ment of India see that in the in-
terests of preserving all these very
valuable msnuscripts,  paintings
busts snd statues, the Government
should interfere in this regard. There
is snother guestion which has been
discussed in this House but which
still remaung unresolved, There are
verious manuscripts that are lying
in the National lbrary. As yet, a
proper librerien has not yet been

say so. They are now rotung
these cellars ¢f the national library.
Some of these menuscripls in the
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are all associuted. I am told that
many valusble earlier period manus-
cripta are riotting without proper
care. | am told that certain techno-
logical difficulties are there, but we
should resolve these things and
see that these manuscripts are pro-
perly preserved. The manuscripts
may not be tuken outside India. But
while in India, we should see that
these manuscripts are properly pre-
served and prolected and proper care
is taken of these things. This is my
submission.

I can spesk of Bengal and Bihar.
There sre many numbers of very
valuable art structures. In Malda dis-
trict there is a pathan mosque called
Adina Masjid. Nobody is looking
after such wonderful specimens of
urchitecture. We should have new re-
searches to find out certain old Hindu
civilizations which lie buried under
the soil. Who is looking after all
these things? Of course other Acls
are there. But as you know all these
things are inter-related. The hon
Minister fz a knowledgable person
and an erudite scholar, I hopg he
will take carc of all these things and
he will serirusly think of these
manuscripts  lying in the nations’
library and the Asiatic society, the
Bangiya Sshitya Parishad and other
places also. Mr Madhukar (talked
about Patna museum. There i3 the
Salar Jung Muscum. There are other
museumns. It is the duty of the Cen-
tral Government to properly guide
the State Governments and other or-
gmnisstions looking after these things
and try to sclve their difficultie:
both financia]l end  administrative
With these words, [ suport this.

the Directive Principles of the
Constitution and request him 10
decide whether this Bill as weil &
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what is proposed to be done is per-
fectly in consonance with the Direc-
tive Princip'es of State Policy. Here

it says:

It shall be the obligation of the
State fo protect every monument
or place of object of artistic or his-
toric interest, declared by or
under law mede by Parliament, to
be of national importance, from
spoliation, disfigurement, destruc-
tion, removel disposal or export,
as the case may be.

The most operttive part is—remo-
val, disposal or export, as the case
may be. Antiquities are meant to
be in temples, mosques, churches,
etc. Disposal or export means they
would Lave left the country and
they would have gone to places which
are not at all the places of their
origin. 1 am wondering how this
very long process of registration,
without any value conteny of that
particular thing, the ad valoremn of
the particular pieces of art, would
help us i carrying out these Direc-
tive Principles.

How will this be of much use in
order to protect our art treasures—
these antiquities? I would wish if
the hon. Minister finds some time—
he has to find time in most of his
busy commitments—to go to Belur
and Halebid—he will find that each
stone—there are millions of stones—
will be valued in thousands of rupees.
If the girls made of stones or the
dancing girls made of stones, are
valued, they would be valued in
thousands of rupees. Virtually, if
anybody were to auction out the
Belur temples, they would fetch
money not in lakhs or millions or
crores but in billions. Of course I
am not approaching in a negative
way—of course Rajasthan and West
Bengal have the greatesy treasure
house, of ancient art and culture in
this country. A large proportion of
that is very much in the south—in

Belur. Why these were not properly
maintained—I do not know that.

SHRI M. C. DAGA: The point here
is that they are not properly main-
tained. There are Jain temples there.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: Therefore, I
feel that in order to carry out the
Directive Principles of State Policy,
firstly tha country must ban all ex-
ports—total ban on export of antiqui-
ties and art treasures in this country.
Then nothing will be lost. As long
as these antiquities anq art treasures
are circulating within the country,
nothing will be lost. Of course they
will have to be exhibited at one
place or other. Therefore, while I
welcome this Bill, it is giving only a
fringe importance to Art. 49 of the
Directive rrinciples of State Policy.
Something more stringent in pre-
serving it within the territory of
India will be most welcome. I hope
that the hon. Minister will bring in
such a legisiation very soon.

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: Sir, T
am extremely grateful to the hon.
Members for the support that they
have given to this Bill and also for
the kind words that they have spoken
as also the very deep interest which
this House as well as the other House
has been taking in reserving our
rich culture heritage. Not only we
in this country are proud of it but
all lovers of art and cultura through-
out the world are also proud of it.

The interest of the hon. Members
is a source of great strength and
encouragement to all of us to whom
the responsibility of looking after
these treasures has been entrusted.

Sir, I will try to refer to the point
that has been made by the hon.
Members. But, if I am not able to
refer to each of the points, that is
because of the shortage of time, I
can assure my hon. friends here that
1 shall give the most respectful con-
sideration to the suggestions that they
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have mmde, many of which, 1 hLave
no doubt, are capable of being im-

Plemented with great profit to this
.country.

Sir, the first point that was raised
was with regard to the treasures that
have been taken out ‘of the country
first during the colonial period and
then smuggled out of this country
after Independence.

SHRI M RAM GOPAL REDDY

(Nizamabad): But, what about
Takht-e-tacos?

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: I have
heard sbout it. 1 was told that it is
in Teheran. | am afraid I have not
seen this. 1 have gone there and
made a careful study of what was
considered to be the Takht-e-Taoos
in the National Imperial Bank of
Teheran. But, it is not there. 1f we
get any clue, we will certainly like
to look into this matter.

As my hon friend over there
rightly pointed out, many of the
developing eountries have not yet
ratified the Unesco Convention and
we are therefore trying to organise
"bilateral talks with some of them to
ensure that at least those objects of
art which we can prove were stolen
from our country or smuggled out of
our country illegally can be returned.

We have received a grest deal of co.
operation even without formal ratifica.
tion from some of the governments
of the developing countries. For ex-
ample. hon. members referred to the
Shivapuram Natrsj. Only recently,
the person who had scquired this from
the person who had smuggled it out
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