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»r»n (vrfir) : wnvfir 
ir ip  m  m  fir w  ipfcffcr $ vsfte

*  Twr, f f f t -  f r i  % % fan  tft
«n w r fopf,- Tjft sftepft ^  ^  ^

VT 40 TTtT invtfr n fv*,Tft
m v  fTPi* tJT*f $ 5»f fifST V Si'frtr
»» w r f*wi i

SHRI B. V. NAIK: He has put 
the question to the Hon. Minister, Let 
him reply.

*ft  V W f  «i<ii #  t(f, <P5 7jfT

g  «tr^ qnrfa ft* fv rr  *nfw $ f r  
*** vi£ % 3f3(ip? f<in qVr
WW FIR f iW s  % V W R  fiWT ifl 

w r  ?i t  wwt-i fiirr f r n i^ s
WT V ^ ll TJfT ?

wwrvfs : *jk ftHnr f£, 
**NT C m  5^ w w r  frTCT
*7T * tT TTfjff* ffr W1V * *  fv«T writ

*«t fn r e  i *r«fr «rrft
%r <nj% fr ? i w fr r  % >sfr snfr

qft t o  ffc ^ T  *r f r  »ri rrtirr *i 
f l r t f  ip r w  fr 1 1  w sttt 5  nrr 

He vrfk-iifrvh- %, *m
fiW tl TV'T |

The question is:

“ That the Bill be passed".

T V  motion was adopted.

16.20 hrs

ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREAS­
URES (AMENDMENT) BiLL

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(PROF. S. NVRUL HASAN): Sir, I 
beg to move:

"That the Bill to amend the 
Antiquities and Art Treasures Act,

1972, is passed by Rajya Sabha, be 
taken into consideration.”

The House would recall that this Bill 
was passed hi 1972, but it took some 
time to notify that the Bill has come 
into operation. The main reason for 
that was that State Governments 
were requested to appoint Registra­
tion Officerŝ  whose salaries were to 
be paid by the Central Government. 
That discussion took quite some time.
I urged the State Governments lo  
make the appointments as soon as 
possible. I am grateful to many of 
my colleagues in the State Govern­
ments for having responded to my 
request, but in the very nature of this. 
Bill, until all State Governments had 
made proper and appropriate arrange­
ments, it would not have served the 
purpose which this House intended if 
the Bill has been brought into opera­
tion. Thereforei this Bill was finally 
brought into force with effect from 
5th April 1976f throughout India 
except in the State of Sikkim.

Under the Act and the rules that 
were notified thereunder, all dealers 
had to register themselves and to 
register all antiquities which they had, 
along with the photographs, within 
two months and private collectors 
were required to do so within three 
months. Numerous representations 
were received both from dealers as 
well as from private collectors that 
they needed more time to comply with 
the provisions of the Act. In fact, they- 
had enough notice because the Bill 
had been passed by the House in 1972 
and it had been brought to- 
the notice of all concerned, 
but apparently they were wait­
ing for the official notification to 
start preparing for the registration of 
their objects. So, representations were 
received that the time of two months 
for the dealers and three months for 
private collectors was much too short 
and that they would not be able to 
do it. They also had complaints about 
the rule that four photographs of each 
antiquity were to be deposited with 
the registration authorities. Due to



222 Antiquities and Art AUGUST 24, 1076 Treasures (AnuU.) Bill 224

[Prof. S. Nurul Hasan]

the rising cost of photographic mate­
rial, many of the persons involved 
submitted that the cost of submission 

lour copies of photographs would 
be very high indeed, particularly in 
the case of coins and smaller objects 
it was considered exorbitant compared 
to the price at which these were 
generally bought. Some associations 
of dealers in antiquities as well as 
individual art collectors apprehended 
that their legitimate business would 
suffer greatly as a result of these 
conditions. Many of these persons 
also said that they were not fully 
aware which of the objects of art held 
by them were antiquities covered by 
the Act and which were not. Taking 
all these factors into consideration it 
was felt that some relief should be 
given. Government, therefore, advised 
tike President and be was kind enough 
to issue an Ordinance that further 
time-limit be extended from two to 
-six months, thereby giving extension 
of four months to enable the dealers 
to prepare stock registers and complete 
photographic documentation of the 
antiquities in their collection. The last 
date for obtaining Keener* b now 
October 4. 1976.

Further, if mas also felt that some 
relaxation should be made regarding 
the supply of photographs for specified 
categories of antiquities By a Gov­
ernment order the sixe of the 
photograph ha* been reduced from 
postcard sise to the quarter site 
CIO x 7.5 cm.) while the number of 
photogriphs required for registration 
have bewi reduced from four to three. 
Similarfv. the smaller antiquities like 
miniature bronxet, terracottas, etc. 
may be grouped in one photograph— 
three in quarter size and tlx in full 
sue.

The amendment to section 18 ex­
empt* from registration antiquities 
kept in museums and institutions run 
by local autnortUci or by any such

body as the Central Government may 
approve by genera] or special order. 
This was a very important lacuna 
which was pointed out to us because 
it was mentioned that some of the 
major *nuseums were being run by 
municipal authorities and not.- by 
State Governments and, therefore, 
they would hsW to supply the details 
of each antiquity although they are 
among the best run museums in the 
country and there is no fear or danger 
that any antiquity in those museums 
would disappear. For example, .Ahe 
museum run by Allahabad Municipal 
Board, which is an excellent museum, 
would have been covered by this Act 
and that 1* why, we are coming to 
this House with this amendment and 
the Ordinance contains that amend­
ment that they can be givm  exemp­
tion In the same way, the Prince 
of Wales Musfuir in Bombay is run 
by a society supported by the 
Municipal Corporation to which* State 
Government and Government of India 
have also given assistance from time 
to time

It was also decided that we should 
proceed gradually end not bring 
within tne scope of the enactment all 
the antiquities but select those u> 
which 'here Is an international tra­
fficking and clandestine export. Wr 
have, therefore, proposed that sculp­
tures in stone, terracotta, metals, 
Ivory and hon# paintings in all medis 
and manuscripts containing paintings 
illustrations end iHuisiinatiatut have 
to be reg*>tered within the tune-limit 
So far as other things are concerned 
like corns, arms, armour( medslx, 
furniture, textiles and un-illustrated 
manuscripts have been, for the t!me 
being, excluded from registration but 
are proposed to be brought within 
the acope of the Bill progres*ively. 
The registration machinery has si- 
ready been set up confuting of 1W 
tMXrts of Tleffotration Officers and 
these are generally under the control 
of the respective State Department* 
of Archaeology. The response h*’  
already been very good. We havf
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received applicitions from dealers for 
licence for about 40 upto 31st July, 
1976 and these applications are being 
looked into. The registration work 
is also gcing on smoothly and the 
number of applications for registra­
tion of antiquities received through­
out the country till the 31st July. 
1070 is 5075. Sir, one of the effects 
of the enforcement of this law has 
been that several persons who had 
collected objects of art are now giving 
them either as gift or as permanent 
loan to the leading museums of the 
country.

Sir, the other day I had the pri­
vilege of receiving, on behalf of the 
National Museum of India, a number 
of very valuable objects of art given 
by a well-known donor.

Sirf these are the main features of 
the amending bill which has been 
passed by Rajya Sobha and which I 
commend to the House, through you, 
for considertion.

MR CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:
'That the Bill to amend the 

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 
1072. os passed by Rajya Sabha, 
be taken into Consideration.'*

*1 jtimt finr “ t o v t "  : anrra 
ft irrt v A t  t t  wV 

%f\r nfljfU ft %

fan i. j£ fa  *15 ? •
^  ffirjfPT ^ STFTT ?

wVt  c  imn ^  ^  ^
VTT'T *Ct *f,, r ^ ,
*T*rTKTTf f t  WT T$ v r f f t
ir, srrtta *rtr 15^
frftwf *r wtwt $ 1

far
1 1 5 1 ’rrm

it f(p^ wottt fiwwn 22
*  irv  ir f a W  5<tt $—

“India proposed to hold bilateral 
talks w.th t!ie developed countries

to explore the possibility of getting 
back art objects and other cultural 
property removed in colonial time, 
Mr. S. Nurul Hasan, Education 
Minister, said here to-day."

<T*tt f  1 fa r *rr*r 3^

“But, he said, several of the 
developed countries which had been 
the recipients of such cultural 
property, had not yet ratified the 
convention."

| fa  f^^rpT Jr 
frfirfejr ffm rnm vt t rRmwr

SM ^ I ft 3ft cr̂ r
snfV ^sr f  <t rgi | ^nrt t o

tft 9TTPTT ̂  fa—

“The British Museum is full of
art objects from India.”

«•<»( *TTT ti^H! *1̂  ^ fa  
51T ĴT ^ WTT fjRT *ft sn^T,
ii^tTT ir stf?, r̂f> iM-rir ft srrfj, 
^rit rTTTH jf 3TT ,̂ ft

srr r̂, ^ ft,
jnRnft ft, ĵfenrf
% ft f t  

| I f ^ M PT *  fatft »ft
«n ft %

ari ffrydw  ^  fOTWT OTT 3rT
fa  ^  f^ r r  

11 ft »wt

i  ifa. ft* W  *  ^
t, «rror % ntaCT

| 1 »jfewf ^  *  &
yr^ft ^ §T> ^  ^
a r t ^  ftfw ff r t  ^  f t  Pifa

Jt u? OTi »wr i  1

1551 LS—0.
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v ff fV gwir zibr qgf fViT | ( ff

twitt tft j  i ?rfa* in? tr^
3* *  - w f ir  %ftr iff fr jfy  

t , >̂r | i % yf; ^Tgfi- ^r

(ftTT ^rftir irtr if?rf
ifrft *Tf*it i

T^T-Tgff qr irn? JTT^kT ^T TTii

▼fc f  wyr f c r w  | fa  t fb r  vr aft t»r 
I  itft *r ̂ ftir *  TTTT 5TN JTTrft 
TT Tft $ | »̂T TT7 ntq OTPT S I #*r

t n  I? -j*n:r irrnnr w V  #f^r f t f t  

^llfjl I ii^tus"! Vt T Wt*T 
% fa»T OT% t  iftr ITJTT CTTT T *?P5T ̂ TTWT 
n  <rfw *i% 5 i »ft £nr ?nr

it  vr**r?T ^Rfr ^ iff.tr i fes.fr $

tfr & fs .^ i *V  immnrrc
sqfr t i tji Jjr1 Tnu *nrr *r *^*r f f  »ft i 
<i» » 1 n n  vnftT <jPrfif»TT Tfaff 
vr t h t *  ft srn jcj 1 i  "rcTtfVRn ?=r 

vrf*A K Pr **  fr sc*rrrt w ,  
wwn, •ri<f**»iI j t t o p t  

m fe vr tttpO <rift ^ i ^fa*r 
^ w«ft s* \ i v t  ojtst fan i *rtT 
jtr **rfw  fa art *rt :rm  s*r 
?mse $ ^Trir ^  vr s tr *; ii*h 

JUT I W«& <?*,% 1947 $ w t  whit 
wt & *  *? ?nn st^ jsn i far 1972 *  

v r t  wrcrr r̂f%5T 3*r c h *  vt v i  ffrsr
*v C\

?r* w n  f t  ^  fe n  nn 1 wr
* wptt | ? «tk iFfrfr g^rr * t  «rm r vt 

jw i  vrm  1 1 s* ^  ^
WT^T VHT fjrfOTt v'r TW ^w.

iftjT »rm a r  ? i f  «' 
OTFt <RfT K 5TWT HVT I ^

W  W  5WT I  I

trr? vr*  firer srrir ^  fwr.

fw  fw rfff v t »rm  yr w
gWtfM ff3TT 1 1 ^  ^ r w ’T *  
t t  fjnrhr |, aft ^

v t  T 'T Ifj’ TT% ^ 5 |I+ K  I - &T mt ? f!T  WT*T 
^  fiw r r  |t 1 Hfiurr iff Sr 3,-rtt f e f t  

*rfHr Jr ^  Ti^ft ^  ypt tpr 

?i?ft aft tvtrfit f  g^ ft sr^ 
m  T*rr ft-i-^T ̂  1 srar wr̂ ; % t̂bt 

| fa  f®  3* "FSTUKf Vt »ft flfqOTj 
T t anrj 1 ^ r if< w ft^  ^ t t  | ,  s*H?t » ft 
* w f^ r 'r fr irm  5̂t *m w .< ri |  1 

Jtrr flsm | fa  ^r faw ?ft irfjr 
« t<t *ftr TTnftfftw ?rrmr | -ft
K*f w f t  ??Tr ffir<ff, ’n'lfffrfqift, 

^ r i ^ r u f t  <rtr s n ^ r  w^r^f ^ t 

*r«rf^ <>r & ft-KW wrnft 1

ftn’ft v r ^ r f  TT?ftgTf|Jr

anrr ^ • '.n s It % » t3 tt grtft^r *r ?#  
f  tr t I  |  1 prf,- 5»nT <tt to t  

srmr <rinT 1 «t r̂ gsm 1 fa
*Ti? fT F W  I^ F f W H  ^ t
■T̂ t fW t, ai^n Jf â TTffV 

fa ^  X7 ffdsOf Tt f?W¥T 
TT, ^  V\X 5 fftj * m
Jls««ff «*i<nl ^rft 3 ^ ?t ®9T HT^iR f̂t

I  1 * n ft w r  f ta r  |  fa  T f f  q r  ^ f t f  
jtR t fa f f  s .itft |  «ft w nr ! f t r  «rr ? ftn  

^arr *•*% 5rn^|, 

i f  ^ r  «T»% f  I ^T fv f^  -Si'tdl i f  %5T5TT 
t v t  ¥t 3.1̂  * m t  srr t̂H 3f<T^ W f -  

ffrrin f^p-^r ^t 1 ^t«rr »m  

gsrra' «r? ^ fa  7T^r f̂TfJT 
qrr a rw n r s rR t ^ ft Tft ?f f^ V  
?t>.t ^ t  t p t  1 a ft a r^ m fr  % 5ft»r Sr 
grrrt f̂t qfzfiRfhir ^t f t^ r f  *t

f^T ?PHT aJTO T ^STlft ^  T T

im  ^a rr l ^ t  ^T f^ it 1 w^r 'R  w t^’% * n ft 
?rtt% ^ KTT'T ^ t  faUT I  I

<rffi ^  t  fa fa^ff vt nan it  §t 1

wrr Sf ̂  | fa Wxft *r Tft 5*ri t̂ 
srr^ r f¥ tp ff v t  *ptt% v r snrw 

fajir arum 1 r̂rr W?»r ^ fa  W *ff *r
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ViflTT f «W  v f v r l )

*nfy tft {iiiO  ij h w  mwRrot f . 
vrtf^rt^TT, | J-f*! utv <?t
*»r *f m  | **r <tt wrr v t fV^rr 

v t t t  i f i r  *  w  fYT^iRH 

s w  wt M k  *  h i  t iW  i

snrt^ ijh h w  vtroftarf «st Tt 

' W  m pn ifiw  f t  Tft |,
wr* *t q»twi% «  f*rfr 

f t r r i v t «w n r  jw t  T rfjft i t ir  

4 W t  w f w  % H u M  if, m 
fcwrtit frw ri«t vWwrvt | int 
n n : n(t $ft « i w i  *7% ffc Tt
v ) (  wt f̂ rft *m|f<i^1 f t  h t $T VlfT ^ 

* 1}  t t  if HT*TT <t H(UAI * U )  H I 
f t  1«i i*i fiwr VnPTT | i

« ^ ( t  » I ^  filfipff ^t CT% <t

irw ftp W t i

•THWl ^TT <JBIW T f  f  fir  f T

4 v- >wim ^tsn wrfjri (V  y #  w t -  

( W f  « t  ffW  K * i' fwt *r

»w tt  ( i 4 ^ « | T ( f V ^ i f 4 f  WT^tr 
w»vfw « t  < r*  | 7 * * t  tp firr % 

l i t  t  % fW »r rft wtw Vt i  %t
* t f l  | IV ftw  4  i r t t

fa P Y T ^ t  Tt # * f t  (  |

f f * | » r r  * *  f r t t *  fft ifiw  *r% 

* v  4 T * m «  T t « * r * f t q f  f ,  » * « t  

ip fan  t«%  fr m  th w  M  vr% 
%w mi 4 f r » i  |X t wrfirc i 

mwmi fc fW f, mm  fa ir tftr n rw rf* 
w f*  * t  «n*f?i <rr tv»m  5J *t<  f r « n  

m t t f  ^  fn%  fwq g y m r* 

f w  ^rfrr, ittfv m w  «».iff«»T t  <t 
f t » r r »  <rr% 4 **%  ift dYr

art * t fT f m t  r|  i

f ir  f«w  ir ^ Iv n r  ^  f e  <t * t  | 
1** »rg *ro Tt ftrr f* *c$PWt f

wrrvftirf vt t**  ̂  vfav $ fv « jW t i 
Wtor ^  »? (r r * t  | Pp v fa -  

w frrf vt njnnu It <t
^ c f *ft ft *nrff 1 1 # «i* vfTr yrfar 
£ ftr »wfr*wt rr ftriRrO 
•nrfiJnt «  *#  9tfrt i r«twr 
»t  *r**»? f*iw ^ tt iprtr ftwr 
vt t#t | i «rtr ifnpt m>r ftrrr »nnr 
(Tt f*urr vr f w  t p v z  f««e ft tsrr 
Trtrwt i uf ftr^n» f*WT ro r e r
r̂ j, x* fmj f«r>  ^t VT$wr 

fww v  ^  ftwr 9 fr*r wsm
^ tfri, fltfv^K *naw if untn in .tit 
*tn rrw  urw rf c  ^.'v ya  am tw  
ft v «  irtr # Ttrf fv*f 
«% T ctT w rvK v i i

m irwfT t < > r  f a i w  v t  

t o i  f  fn  q*rft r* »«t vt 
ewwiv »̂IT f( fv «rf [T f l 
»r<y t o  vs mi (  i

4 t w^wtw flu* p r g r t f ) : w iv f t  

qftnr, ftnrr «n<fi ir w  W w
ITT^T TfT 7WTT fV«r I  I fWlft wt' 
t+ w t Vt i«fr< r«ra  v r 4 t « W | f r  
p n t firm «r»ft f%n% fftf<w^iw 
<tf»gfw<t^ > »nn w  *r«r* I  i
•  v m  vnrrtt ^ ^tr K*r ftrirc 
*rHtlrf*m «**n« ^ •

trf« «nrfr m  wt% «r n» 
U rn  »t?w *f ^t (  ht v f f r  
»w r k ^TT^t ^i<t 
t f r  v r f f t r f  » t  *rmw f i 
Cv9 *#t n*ti fiw if | ^tr pr* 
fwrr • ^ » t  w w  i« r f ' i

q f t w  it «T ^  w r f e  W t v  i

f% Tfv*£«T % f«H{ Tf^  Tt ft ^  

Writ 9: VtftVT WT 11
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l i r t ,  fiw  % * xtj *

“Shall be accompanied” irwtf %

1  »T«T
“Shall, in the case of such anti­

quities or Class of antiquities as the 
Central Government may, by noti­

fication in the Official Gazette, 
specify, be accompanied.*'

JTTirrtf tt tP*-
«p t  *pft ?r tjnri? fruT »nn 

vr i 3 f r *  m  it ft «rjrw  ^ fsr*r *rrn> 
# s»  xftn t fw ^ fcT
w tw r ^ ,  T * T m  T t t t  fw r

«itT jnrrr t fm tff % srfN *sr 
?Tw fa irr$  1

JT?fr «TS'r«7 *  T?T f  Ffr q f fa jTT  

Ttrr $ i «r? *r# f t  ft ,  

i » r  *rr<TTTTt, wtr jit'c*  | i
f»T f*<* wnftrar %frr Tt&X jpt ̂  TT

fffTTt »T1^f % K T ft »lf 
Tt *qT»T ?> ffRT $ I 

% t t f c  *«t =rr** % t>t, * 9 7  *r sr»r 
* T f  T? T'T.'T l" f * *  STTIT Tfir Tt 
T fln r sftTf %r if?*r T t r ; *  T ^ fr f  
Ufa wt«r 7^=** f t  3TTT %, - f t  5T7TT 
*»T f3T«r *  W  7? TT'̂ T f t

*P?t  *w*rft *r»ff »r?tT<T % srf=i
VHTfT 5T1fr T ?T  f l h  w m  T?T  fa  
geyt* ^tr?rr ts*t T sm  11
i j t f  *nrar # Ft  * * t f a *  %■ «rrsT*r 
?r ^ rr fw iff % w  tr^ ) irfk?

®t**r I ff z ?
*rr $ t t % srft «jfa3T *tct t w  £ i

W* *>T alTtSt if

T?t t ,  HftiST ira $ art ? * if f®  
wrf«rot t?  n f  ? *rf? TT<Tr *t?at 
g i * w  !T> *3  Pp ^  art ^fsfiRit » r «  
m i *  t t  f*TTtr fare | t t

«t? IT  t  ^  P’ lrTr ^

f+rt'TT iftT f%7i'TT

fiBTJTf»ft!r»5T«5ai5fT?*r5t 
t«tt «rVr Hxm Tin »r> a<t% & 
ft^  r̂rf%rr 1 %Pf^ ^  *r*r> nr 
fT«n »nrr 1 1 *r* ?rr firffjrr %
«rr f  fT f?r^t ^  ^Tw»r f?*rT
^nm  q*tr %*t ̂ f T r ^ a r ^  f  i

*ja 5TT $ 1947 »f IJT TPTT ?̂ T 
f»r*r  ̂ *f *rfr Tt ?rt? T̂rTt 
^fif jft 5TF̂  ir 3fr arrft 4t,
(T WTI# IT Tffia?? f?!TT JTTT K’TT 

wjrr% % qrcpjy trt tr» 
^ f * r  fhr T?r frjJ x$t i
&r ~̂ r sr? rTrra ^Y j t|  ft? w t t  

f&rt ^r Tr'r srrTtT Prfsr ? ^sfr 
arrfr t|t> =rt far ?tt fr?r jrn  
*ftr ?>r m ?̂r% f?r̂  ftfr ftt Pp ?<r
W7ft ^tTf T> T«n Rff TT ?T% I f  7<f 

*rk ?rt!raT t> ^st 
a^irr wittt 1 5!rfsr(j <̂r *r<r tc t  Pp 
f>r Tr T if ft ^T'r sT^irr 
«r?fr *rf>?iT t^ ?, 7frfc fsriT TJr 
n r  ? w'rr f-TTiff tt ^srf Ir vr?rT 
ft 1 t?Y *f t?> ffsrr ^Trt 1 ^t| 

Ttf »ft *nr ^  tt^ ?*? 
srrij eft ^TTt ^  ?t w«i r̂srr t 1
3*7 JTirrr ?T % TTsm Tt qffi ^
a m ir r  *rnr t t  f  ftr*nf ?T^ft ^

7 ft I I960 if 5̂ TT 5T̂ r, 
aftMTiT, qwr sr^r ?r>r tî t^tt

& Vfn *ft jĵ faq-f f> nf ?rtr *T7ft 
arfjt ffrrt ^,ft Tt»?Tt grt?T & f»r 

*1*̂  1

»??Tt 5ft 5TTf7 TT T| f  

fn(J (f 7TTt ^T^r?X,rr ^  JTTTt 
HjfaJTt g*trft qrfT 5?r> nf | ?TTt 
rrgt s-nrr sri*r i 7*tt> ^
f̂t f  I offif f  3 tfR*T !T> S^T

5T*I% % Tt? ^'rt f«T»
5TW»ft ^#t gif smrr stk |
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[«it f«n*J

ft <1* f w  vt fv  «if 
%W  ̂ ITTWT 9T ftr*n R *jt fT

^ ifftp ifrv  ft m f W #  
jft jttrtT * Trft t  jft sn»rf* m » »0
«TT * *  «Tfo* v t WT-* t f r  Twit fir

tt*  % fcrj r t f  w W V r .w  *t «m: 

Wt ift fl#  ifl t ff f  rft *rrr» 

*tt** wt « fw * i  »rf fsrf» ( r ir r ;

T f r i ^ ^ r f  t «tt

wt « T W l  TPTW f t v t t  » f
31m  v r -  *n  *> *  1 frrr 

* « f lw  FWTTi * r  rflT *rr

«r*irr^ «n r nmtr( sm^  fry r r  

fnrw  *  ct* r s *  wr* <1 fswN H 1

51^  ^Jd*i trtr w O  t t  '« i is i ’ 

*r?r *n n  *w n *i ft «?rfrT. t, 
nft K R ? C ^ v  * t t f  t f r  WTT» VT% If I 

ift t  ̂  f t *  

t j i r f  v t  vrt w f*  tn *
f t  U% I

ft* w n i  w if^ f 1 ft
iw w 'tt 1  f% *nft *fr** t  *i *r*
wx* f *  * r  * *  ^  » « *
*TTW *W» WTfT *H**T WV f , iW t  f»TT

fjp * t f *  d  * t  u t  i  * i  

im r i *5* f> 1

im r t o r e f t n f w i .f t r o f i  w i i  

^  W t  VT% f ,  W R  VT « f « l  

«OTCT f v t r  VT% I  I *nrf *ft ffc 

<m nr * t  * f  * t * t  w i'ffc, *J  vr^rr 

• tfm , *rf**r * t t  ^  « p r* * r | f v r -  

w rvn; s t  C* f*n#r *r» ?  i f*»rt ft, 

Hfi^ fin tv ft wjn »f; » i f i ?  if^fwrt 

f  « t r*r *  t o  r n fr  i  tW I

f f «  «flT r ip w  H W  f ,
4 w t  I ,  ftrrir irt * *  vn fl f

ftmlj «rr*rr w r ^  f*rw

*T  %w * twJ v x  q^T flT|f ^  r«T 

V W  «r»? Jf * j *  « v  *w r  
»w *  11

wunrfii .w r t te < tw R ir tr  
»rr»5»r w  v m y f f  * . f a n  mr 
»wit|f\»!T%wrtifuf Pr

tot  *ft fw^prf vt arm? | ?

wni^n» r ^ «  : «frr^, <rft9 

VFwnff «rr f s  f fr r r  f , t #  wnr 

4 rft ft fiiNffi | fw vhfxvt w  vnr *»* 
ft w^»n i t̂nr, pr ftiwwr % 
wr* ft f ir  fw vvT tt >r^frw % ipni^
VTWT f  r t r  v n f t  W 1 IT  ifWt | f

SHRI P. K. DBO (Kalahandi): Sir 
while ■upportuig thl* Bill I would like 
to submit certain tuuestion*. Tltf 
country is lb« cradlo of civilintton 
•nd it has becom*, after the evolution 
of thousands of yean, s beautiful 
tapestry in which various cullum 
have been interwoven to make In din a 
beautiful home of art. It is a treafurr 
house of Uie antiquities and pieces of 
art created by mankind through the 
ates. It should be the duty of tbe 
Government not onljr to aer that thry 
are not stolen but also to p reerr. r 
them property. I have been In IM 
House for quite aome time and it »u  
a matter of great concern t o w n  
bear about ten years back that worn* 
beautiful miniature paintings with U* 
signature of Emperor Jehangir w*rr 
smuggled out from the Jaipur Museum 
Of course the Curator Sangram SM*1 
was arretted but Ukougb he mighi 
have been arrested those things which 
have gone out of the country cannot 

be salvaged. We are lucky to ha'* 
been able to salvage the Hsnrs) 
MurU of Chamba whan It was about 1° 
he shlploaded from Bombay. The fam­
ous NataraJ Murti has Slao been tak«n 
away from South India end a ^  
copy image has been placed then? 
believe negotiation* are being a w *  
on by the Government to procure M*
that famous NataraJ MurU.
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The speakers who preceded me have 
spoken about the various pieces of art 
and antiquities which gor^ abroad. 
Since 1»57, when I came to this House, 
I had been requesting time and again, 
when Prof. Humayun Kabir and also 
when Maulana Azad was in charge of 
this Ministry, that the books of the 
India House Library should be procu­
red. These are famous pieces of our 
culture and If we cannot get them back 
We should at least try to have micro - 
Alms of these books taken and preser­
ved here. At that time I also made a 
request that we should use our good- 
offlces with the British Government to 
try to get back the Kohinoor Diamond 
which has been so precious and of such 
sentimental value to this country, and 
also the Peacock Throne. For the time 
being we are very friendly with the 
Imperial Government of Iran and we 
could use our good offices to retrieve 
the Peacock Throne and restore it to 
its proper place in the Red Fort.

Some time back I was stunned to 
read in the papers that when the previ­
ous President visited Thailand he pre­
sented an antique image of the Buddha 
to the Thai Government. I don’t 
know how far it is true but it pained 
me greatly to read it. I hope this is 
not correct and that the Minister will 
repudiate it.

A.

So far as private collectors are con­
cerned, 1 take my bat off to Salar Jung 
of Hyderabad who invested his whole 
fortune entirely in collecting pieces of 
art. His is one of the finest museums of 
this country. I also salute such other 
patriots who have rendered immense 
service for the preservation of art in 
this country.

17 hrs.

So far as Orissa is concered, 1 come 
from a place where, if you scratch the 
earth anywhere, you will come across 
Antiquities; there is every scope that 
antiquities will be available, beautiful 
sculptures will be available in plenty. 
But their preservation is important. 
I would like to cite the example of

one Museum in my constituency f the 
Belkhandi Museum. I request the hon. 
Minister to make a note of it  There, 
the Museum is just for the name’s sake; 
the images are there, but there is no­
body to look after them; people go in­
side the Museum and cook their food 
and the place has become absolutely 
black; all the iron railings have been 
removed. Fortunately, the local people, 
who are mostly Adivasis, do not know 
the actual value of these art pieces; 
otherwise, those things would have 
been lost for all time to come.

So far as monuments are concerned, 
according to our Constitution, monu­
ments are of two IcincR: monuments 
of national importance and monu­
ments of State importance. So far as 
monuments of national importance 
are concerned, their preservation is 
the concern of the Central Govern­
ment. So far as the monuments of 
State importance are concerned, it is 
the duty of the State to look after 
their preservation, I must state frankly 
that nothing much has been done to 
preserve those monuments which are 
still with us, to preserve them from 
moisture, from sun. from wind and 
from sand. If you look at Konarak: 
you will find that all the beautiflul 
sculptures have been eroded by sand, 
wind and sun. There should be chemi­
cal treatment and those should be 
properly preserved.

Now I come to the fake antiquities. 
This has become an art. You go to 
Janpath; you will find that there are 
so many Tibetans selling antiquities. 
Those antiquities are newly-made 
pieces : they are made antiques ; you 
put them under the earth for two 
months and they become antique; 
even brass pieces, with the application 
of some chemical, look greenish and 
they are sold at fabulous prices; the 
poor tourists are being cheated like 
anything. Ultimately, the name
comes to the Government. I would, 
therefore, like to draw the attention of 
the Minister to this. He must have 
some authority to find out whether the 
antiques are really antiques or they 
are fake antiques.
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A t the time is very limited. 1 am 
not going into the details. I welcome 
the move, though it it belated. Much 
action could have been taken tlnce 
the last three years. However, better 
late than never. I fully support the 
BilL

rr’n ('TT^ ) :

M |)n, o w n  n r  | fanr %
a m  x *  m m  «m r
f j f l  I I f  <1 JVItj'l f [  h i  T|T

ir w t-w t *  vm -rfw vt | » 
«rf*t w ^n r  % r^r — wnr lm

qg*rt w— fr  n w  w f* r«r

v r *  k fr  ^  vrn
i f t fr t ,  c r  4 * * *  5 % *rr  it 

irtf wJ»«rtse wt, irfkr* vnft iw w  

nrH, ffrri) fwnftTrtt 
vvk w* i «n ft «n tm 4iwr & % t o t  

e 9#k v r «m  « r  t|  |, %f<r* vnr r *
9m ft  1972

f*i w 197# % v*n «n [
{V I, <lrfl fWW W t % WTT * I f

* n f  j w ,  7 s «  * i *  w j wifr^Pff fwrm 
v m r ) fvs% fv *  f> f  t

17.W ktm

(SHU P. P.umMMIUTHT m ih« 
C h a ir} .

4  f 9m  ^rrrr fV pr fr 

* r r r # f ? * * r  f* «r  n m :#  

fvr | i «ra% dvinr 5 4

^ f i  I  •

**011 n d  from Um «p iry  of a per­
iod of two month* of the commence­
ment of this Act. ao person shall.

himself or by any other person on 
his behalf, carry on tbe busineaa of 
selling or offering to aell any anti­
quity except under and accordance 
with the terras and condition* of a 
licence granted under Sectio >“•

*> «Tf1% f t  3PTf WTT  ̂W: * t fW T

1 1 w r m j wwt i  fa  firs  Piw r w  *  
wrrtw if far«i f c ^ f
« r f  | h  *  frrtr 1 wrr% wmm 

t  f *  fJTT VT | I $ TTWfTT
hjYtt wnrar j  nrro vx  wx 4 rr*r 
f m t  irft j f  wnv> ftr* *npft 1 
onrt i'flfsnrjr a f  ( :

‘‘antiquity** include*—any article, 
object or thing of historical interest'*

* 5*  W r fn r r  ( 1  w r f i  *  
* r  ft r>*fr *r# f»r»T *m v  f  1 *  *frf 
t t *  *  f f f f r f  *T m ft w  r f t  1 1

«  ww m  w t  vrfqvt «rrt* f  1 
« t t v t  w i  | f *  f * w  %n t t  <rt 

wnrw? «rt f f  wr 1 vwmtf 
fn »t I  wc*n «it w t fWr ? vnv 
<rmi n r  wi ? 9 w n  f  fV 

w r^  fW r 1 r r i
^rcif * *  « m r  f>m f  1 wr»

tVfr^T *  |

k t tt t  fr < r» v vn m  <rv»
VT I T*r ’TV wnwrt WlftA WT fv  BT7

v r o r ^ v t i r ,  ̂  w  
f t  ifrfirT tw * 1 <rt ift w it^

%!r u iwwpp^i gWt ^  1 

« v  v f t  trni% mt k  firm |, 
n jfm r * t  % fw r 1 1 <pr *^ fw » s 
n  V «tt ffiw t m ^fwvt gr fW  
qrr f> 1 1 TW> f»r 
rfK <rr^ fftrt^g> »rT?«lw r i » » n w
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"Nothing In section 14 or sec­
tion 16 or section 17 shall apply 
to any antiquity kept—

(i) in a museum; or

(ii) in an office; or

(iii) in an archive; or

<1v) in an educational or cul­
tural institution, owned, controlled 
or managed by the Government*’

f  fa n  $ «rtr
T£ fw r  :

“ It was also considered neces­
sary to enlarge the scope of the 
exemption under Section 18 of 
the Act so as to cover antiquities 
kept in museums, offices, ar­
chives, or educational or cultural 
institutions___”

urorr i w i  * t f r  r>rr frffm Tf
<riff Tt 'TTT’T % WT$T W T  =r>»r %

j t i t t  * H r i t o i  =rff «rr f r  ®'rr- 
srt? njfTTOr if nftr tprwpnr 

w r o  % ict v r i  £ r ^ t

f w f  "fitif *rtr *rer triw i jrr% 
TT3r ^ rm rn n  t  jj?t *> f t *  f  

»ff o t t t  ^rr gtm i

i l tz t*  &ft f W  i Zffr y«rrrr 
fr f ft r r  $Wt i r fn ft m z w  F?*t 
t o r i  f>rr err v f rrnjr vnjw 
im  % i *rgt %m **r ^  *r«rf 
t o  t t  t$ f  i trn tr,?ifr r> # 
srr* T^ 11 *nq *im  *  *rr?r $ i s f f  itf* 
«rra $ wwf % 7W T?rr fffnrr f  i 

if WN % 4f»TT 18 T> 

t t  fc*rr 11 »r>T $ TitT *rr f r  
hw=t is  Tt v n  irrfm  t t ^  i * f? r  

«rr 4m $  w t  &  i m  trrv 

Sf wjf^Tfl- Ufa T>

vnf*m TT % »TCTf  TT fijJTT t  fT  OTTt 
i f l  <BtZt W  I Tt ffTTfSfr iT̂ f 

T T f fr f  i

f̂T?T% srr*#* t  *ftr fr^ fl 
MT¥ far T?f  ̂ (Rtf ^  I 15
vr *rn% w’pt fr*rri ^rrffjpiT? ^  
*$r *?rf *rf i #f?PT 14 *r *rr<r%
t ?i $ :

“In the case of any person, with­
in 15 days of the day when he 
comes into ownership....’’

argf 15  far Trt ? *ff fiprrc 
^ r r ff^  «rlr i i f  t» t i * t  trfr̂ r

W?r?T I ?ifT5i 15 fe*r I

Tfr fr  fTT^ispT srit i ?ft 

zrrk r  to* % * f r  m ir  s tt fr  
jrjtn r f o w w  f o g  i f«r?r
T WWT f  fffrPftT

WTT fr *W  fTF j f  TT, *fkf T>
wrfirfr t t  i ^ r v r x t

grm i

DR. UANEN SEN (Barasat): 1
wholeheartedly support the Bill 
though it is a little belated.

While speaking on this Bill, I 
was reminded of a famous poem 
written by Rabindranath Tagore 
entitled “India, the Shrine” in which 
he has said that here in India the 
Aryans, the non-Aryans, the Huns, 
the Scythians, the Mongols, the 
Chinese, the Pathans, all got mixed 
up and a composite culture grown 
in this sacred soil of India. There­
fore, though it will be a little out­
side the purview of this Bill, I want 
to draw the attention of the Minis­
ter to two or three things.

It is good that registration and 
other things will be necessary. But 
there are any number of manus­
cripts, paintings, statues and busts 
in our country which are still not 
explored and things which have 
been explored but are not properly 
taken care of. I want to mention 
just one or two examples.
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The Asiatic Society is a treasure- 
house of any number of valuable 
manuscripts, busts, statues and 
paintings. Even there are paint­
ings which have been autographed 
by King Shahjehan, but it is re­
ported in Calcutta newspapers two 
days back, in Calcutta Statesman, 
that many of these antiquities are 
being kept neglected without pro­
per care, on the floors of the Asia­
tic Society. 1 had moved a ques­
tion which, unfortunately, became 
uvistarred in which I raised this 
question. Now, in that Asiatic So­
ciety which Is newly 300 years’ old 
started by Sir WiUiam Jones and In 
which very known and famous In­
dian Intellectuals were also con­
nected. many of the manuscripts 
are rotting and proper care has not 
been taken to preserve them pro­
perly. I want to know whose res­
ponsibility It is. Now, there is a 
quarrel among the authorities and 
the Board of th#* Asiatic Society as 
a result of which there is almost a 
total dead lack. Would be Govern­
ment of India see that in the In­
terests of preserving all these very 
valuable manuscript* paintings, 
busts and statues, the Government 
should Interfere In this regard. There 
Is another question which has been 
discussed in this House but which 
still remains unresolved. There are 
various manuscripts that are lying 
In the National library. As yet. a 
proper librarian has not yet been 
appointed. Proper scientific approach 
has not yet bean taken In regard to 
preservation of theas manuscripts 
which are a treasure-house, if I may 
say so. They ar« now rotting In 
these cellar* cf the national library. 
Some of theee manuscript* In the 
national library and Asiatic Society 
are those manuacripta which are 
written on palm leaves. There are 
organisaftons like Bangkya Sahitya 
Perished with which such names as 
Ishwar Chandra Vldyasagar, Dr, 
Sunltl Chatteriee and Shri ft L  Ultra

are all associated. I am told that 
many valuable earlier period manus­
cripts are riotting without proper 
care. 1 am told that certain techno­
logical difficulties are there, but we 
should resolve these things and 
see that these manuscripts are pro­
perly preserved. The manuscripts 
may not be taken outside India. But 

4 while in India, we should see that 
these manuscripts are properly pre­
served and protected and proper care 
Is taken of these things. This Is my 
submission.

I can speak of Bengal and Bihar. 
There are many numbers of very 
valuable art structures. In Malda dis­
trict there Is a pathan mosque called 
Adina Masjid. Nobody Is looking 
after such wonderful specimens of 
architecture. We should have new re­
searches to find out certain old Hindu 
civilizations which lie buried under 
the soil. Who Is looking after all 
these things? Of course other Acts 
are there. But as you know all these 
things are inter-related The hon 
Minister Is a knowledgable person 
and an erudite scholar, f hope he 
will take care of all theae things and 
he will seriously think of these 
manuscripts lying In the nation* 
library and the Asiatic society, the 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad and other 
places also. Mr Madhukar talked 
about Patna muaeum. There is the 
Salar Jung M uw uq. There are other 
museums. It is the duty of the Cen­
tral Government to property guide 
the State Governments and other or­
ganisations looking after these things 
and try to srlve their difficulties 
both financial and adxninistrstiv? 
With theae words, I suport this.

SHRI B. V, NAIK CKanars): I 
cannot add morc to what has already 
been eald by the learned tpeaker but 
1 would Uke to draw the proper ■*' 
tentlon of the hon. Minister to Art 49 
of the Directive Principles of the 
Constitution and request him 1° 
decide whether this BiU as wall **
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what is proposed to be done is per­
fectly in consonance with the Direc­
tive Principles of State Policy, Here 
it says:

It shall be the obligation of the 
State to protect every monument 
or place of object of artistic or his­
toric interest, declared by or 
under law nu*de by Parliament, to 
be of national importance, from 
spoliation, disfigurement, destruc­
tion, rcmovcl, disposal or export, 
as the case may be.

The most operative part —remo­
val. disposal or export, as the case 
may be. Antiquities are meant to 
be in temples, mosques, churches, 
etc. Disposal or export means they 
would have left the country and 
they would have gone to places which 
are not at all the places of their 
origin. I am wondering how this 
very long process of registration, 
without any value content of that 
particular thing, the ad valorem of 
the particular pieces of art, would 
help us in carrying out these Direc­
tive Principles.

How will this be of much use in 
order to protect our art treasures— 
these antiquities? I would wish if 
the hon. Minister finds some time— 
he has to find time in most of his 
busy commitments—to go to Belur 
and Halebid—he will find that each 
stone—there are millions of stones— 
will be valued in thousands of rupees.
If the girls made of stones or the 
dancing girls made of stones, are 
valued, they would be valued in 
thousands of rupees. Virtually, if 
anybody were to auction out the 
Belur temples, they would fetch 
money not in lakhs or millions or 
crores but in billions. Of course I 
am not approaching in a negative 
way—of course Rajasthan and West 
Bengal have the greatest treasure 
house, of ancient art and culture in 
this country. A large proportion of 
that is very much in the south—in

Belur. Why these were not properly 
maintained—I do not know that.

SHRI M. C. DAGA: The point here 
is that they arc not properly main­
tained. There are Jain temples there.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: Therefore, I
feel that in order to carry out the 
Directive Principles of State Policy,, 
firstly tha country must ban all ex­
ports—total ban on export of antiqui­
ties and art treasures in this country. 
Then nothing will be lost. As long 
as these antiquities and art treasures 
are circulating within the country, 
nothing will be lost. Of course they 
will have to be exhibited at one 
place or other. Therefore, while I 
welcome this Bill, it is giving only a 
fringe importance to Art. 49 of the 
Directive principles of State Policy. 
Something more stringent in pre­
serving it within the territory of 
India will be most welcome. I hope 
that the hon. Minister will bring in 
such a legislation very soon.

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: Sir, I
am extremely grateful to the hon. 
Members for the support that they 
have given to this Bill and also for 
the kind words that they have spoken 
as also the very deep interest which 
this House as well as the other House 
has been taking in reserving our 
rich culture heritage. Not only we 
im this country are proud of it but 
all lovers of art and cultura through­
out the world are also proud of it.

The interest of the hon. Members 
is a source of great strength and 
encouragement to all of us to whom 
the responsibility of looking after 
these treasures has been entrusted.

Sir, I will try to refer to the point 
that has been made by the hon. 
Members. But, if I am not able to 
refer to each of the points, that is 
because of the shortage of time. I 
can assure my hon. friends here that 
I shall give the most respectful con­
sideration to the suggestions that they
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have made, many of which, I have 
no doubt, are capable of being im­
plemented with great proAt to this 
country.

Sir, the first point that was raised 
was with regard to the treasures that 
have been taken out of the country 
first during the colonial period and 
then smuggled out of this country 
after Independence.

SHRI M RAM GOPAL REDDY 
(Nizamabad): But, what about
TaJtht-e-taaos?

PROF. S  NURUL HASAN: I have 
heard about it I was told that it is 
in Teheran. I am afraid I have not 
seen this. I have gone there and 
made a careful study of what was 
considered to be the TakJif-e-Toooi 
in the National Imperial Bank of 
Teheran. But, it is not there. If w* 
get any due, we will certainly like 
to look into this matter.

As my boa friend over there 
rightly pointed out. many of the 
developing countries have not yet 
ratified the Uneeco Convention and 
wc are therefore trying to organise 
bilateral talks with some of them to 
ensure that at least thoee objects of 
art which we can prove were stolen 
from our country or smuggled out of 
our country illegally can be returned.

We have received a great deal of co. 
operation even without formal ratifica­
tion from aome of the governments 
of the developing countries. For ex­
ample. hon. members referwsd to the 
Shtvapuram lfatraj. Only recently, 
the person who had acquired thia from 
the person who had smuggled it out 
"formally transferred the ownership 
of the Shivapuram NataraJ to our 
Ambassador In the USA and we have 
agreed that It can be exhibited public­
ly for a period of ten years after which 
It win come back.

Similarly, we have also received co­
operation from the UK in regard U> 

some of the sculptures of Nalandj

which had been stolen/smuggled out, 
and in the same way about the sculp, 
ture belonging to the Banga S&hit.va 
Parishad which has been brought back.

In this connection, 1 would like to 
pay a tribute to the officers of the 
Archaeological Survey of India and of 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
who have taken a lot of initiative in 
preventing smuggling, in recovering 
objects of art and sculpture which have 
been stolen and In trying to get back 
these object* when they have gone 
abroad through means other than legal 
and diplomatic.

Only recently a Seminar was held 
in Mexico which was attended by the 
Director General of Archaeology in 
India and also by the Director of the 
CBI. One of the main points discussed 
there was what to do about, and how 
to prevent, the smuggling out or theft 
of antiquities and art treasure?, 
specially from developing countries 
and countries whirh have a very rich 
art heritage such as Italy, ft was or 
ganlsed, If I remember correctly, under 
the suspires of Interpol, and we have 
been receiving co-operation from them

To protect sculptures specially, we 
have increased the number of monu­
ment attendants. The number is now 
about 2J00 or so We have built 
sculpture sheds where loose sculptures 
can be put back.

Anxiety was expressed about the 
decay of AJanta paintings. 1 have 
great pleasure In informing the House 
thst the apprehensions in this reflag 
are unfounded, 1 myself went sn« 
made a very careful examinstion «  
the paintings 1 examined csrefuU* 
also the report given by our 
specialist* who came to the concluti 
that there is no decny of pigment*, to  

strengthen our report th* op‘n\ 
of our expert*, we Invited on* of th 
vary famous experts of the Smith* 
ian organisation in the PS/T*™ e* 
perts wee* sent to us by UNESCO *  
our request snd all of them *v
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supported the findings of the expert 
committee appointed by the Archaeo­
logical Survey of India. However, 
protective stepg that were being taken 
to remove incrustation and ensure that 
there are no termites, etc. continue to 
be taken.

Anxiety was also expressed about 
TajmahaJ. At the present moment the 
condition of Taj is quite satisfactory. 
But we have appointed an expert com- 
mittee to examine the effect of pollu­
tant* in air and water in Agra at the 
moment and what are going to be the 
likely effect of the establishment of the 
refinery at Mathura. My colleague 
the Minister of Petroleum has already 
stated that this mater was being 
looked into very carefully and that 
nothing would be done which would 
harm or damage our national heritage. 
It was also suggested that we should 
seek the co-operation of the masses 
and that we should try to educate 
them. It is quite correct that without 
educating the masses and making 
them conscious of the richness of our 
heritage and seeking their support, 
we will not be able to achieve what 
we desire to achieve.

For this purpose we have under­
taken a number of steps; it includes 
a very interesting programme taken 
up last year whereby university, col­
lege and school students were involved 
in looking after some monuments in 
their neighbourhood and the reports 
that we have received are extremely 
encouraging. We are also trying to 
organise as part of non-formal edu­
cation an understanding of our cul­
ture. The national museum has pre­
pared a cultural kit for schools so that 
our people can get an understanding 
of our cultural heritage.

Reference was made to excavations 
In Bihar, ancient site of Vikramasila 
in district Bhagalpur, by the Archaeo­
logical Survey of India. Recently 
some excavations had also been under­
taken at Nalanda where new mural 
paintings of the Pali period were

brought to light. As regards the Sival- 
inga which had been referred to by »riy 
hon. friend, I will be grateful if he 
could give me some more information 
so that we can explore the possibility
further--- (Interruptions). If the hon.
Members would bear with me for a 
little more, I shall try to satisfy them.

This country, as has been rightly 
pointed out, has innumerable sites 
which can yield extremely promising 
results. But there is one aspect of ex­
cavation which we should all remem­
ber. Excavation according to leading 
archaeologists is what is called des­
truction; the evidence which comes to 
light as a result of excavation is then 
destroyed several times. Therefore 
any haste in excavation, any unplan­
ned programme of excavation or ex­
cavation by persons who are not 
really experts is likely to do more harm 
than good. For this reason we have 
been very careful to proceed slowly, 
to give licences slowly and in a plan­
ned, phased manner rather than allow 
haphazard excavation activities.

Another point that has been raised 
is about Bilkhandi museum; it is not 
a central museum; it may be State or 
local museum. If my hon. friend and 
collegue there would send me some 
information I would look into it.

Regarding Konarak, I should submit 
that I have myself seen it very care­
fully, both from the point of view rf 
structural conservation and chemical 
treatment. A great deal of valuable 
work is being done and I am at least 
satisfied that there is no danger to the 
wonderful and magniflcient carvings 
and sculptures of the Sun Temple. 
The other museum which is planned 
to be put up in Orissa is at Ratnagiri 
where a Buddhist site has been exca­
vated by the Archaeological Survey of 
India.

Dr. Ranen Sen referred to the Adina 
mosque in Malda. This is a 
protected monument and is being 
taken care of by way of annual and 
special reports. But it my kon. friend
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(Prof. S. Nurul Hasan.)

has any Information that there Is any 
lype of neglect in looking after It, 1 
wtHild request him to send me a letter 
and I will have it looked *nto imme­
diately.

So far as theft and smuggling acti­
vities are concerned, we have sought 
the cooperation of the State Govern­
ments. We have asked them to streng­
then the watch and ward. We have 
ourselves been do.ng whatever is 
possible. The customs officer* have 
been trained to ensure that there it 
no smuggling. More than that, under 
the activities which have been under­
taken by the Central Government 
against smugglers, drastic action has 
already been taken against a few of 
the most well-known, if I may say 10 
notorious smuggler*.

Regarding India Office Library, we 
are negotiating with the British Gov. 
eminent and urging them,...

SHRI P. K DEO; For the last 25 
years?

PROP, a  NURUL HASAN* Yes; It 
Is not in our bands, as the hon. mem­
ber knows. But the other suggestion 
of the hon. member la being taken up 
by usl That Is. pending the negotia 
ticas regarding the ownership rights 
of the library, we have negotiated a 
programme of microfilrntnr those re­
cords which are not available In our 
national museum. A number of gap* 
have already been Identified and I 
hrpe this programme will start soon.

SHRI P* K. DBG Anything about 
Kohinoor?

PROP 8 NURUL HASAN: That is 
a different problem.

I am afraid my hon. friend. Shri 
Daga perhaps did not care to listen to 
my Intrductory remarks. Otherwise. 
*ome of his doubts would have been 
dispelled. However, may be t wai not

clear enough in my presentation of 
the case and I will try to satisfy him 
against. Section 18, as originally passed 
by this House, gave exemption only to 
those' museums which were owned or 
controlled directly or indirectly by the 
Central or Stale Governments. Now 
what we are attempting to do is to 

‘ Increase the scope of this exemption. 
Some of the other museums such as 
the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay 
or the Allahabad Museum are being 
sought to be Included in the list uf 
Institutions to be exempted. In addi­
tion to this, we will also examine any 
case of a private museum on merits 
and decide. If we are satisfied that 
their care of the art objects and the 
safety of these objects is satisfactory, 
then we wijl certainly consider ex- 
emptlng them.

In regard to the Salar Jung Museum.
I would like to remind the House that
II has already been declared by this 
Pariiamen* to be an insfitutJor. of 
national Importance, and funds for its 
looking after will be provided directly 
by the Central Government.

We have also provided under various 
other scheme* for the survey of 
records and manuscripts by the 
Regional Records Survey Committee 
We have also taken up under the 
Archaeological Survey a scheme of vil­
lage to village survey of sculptures snd 
other monuments. That, unfortunate- 
ly, did not gather momentum because 
of Inadequate funds We are trying 
now to Involve the post-gradual* 
students, alone with the experts and 
specialists, to take up this work.

Regarding the manuscripts in the 
National Library, I would like 
assure the hon. Houae that the** 
manuscripts are very well lookH 
after and arv la air-conditioned cham- 
ben and not In cellars.

In regard to the Banglya Sah'tva 
Parlshad. I have appointed an Enquiry 
Committee to go and se* the situation 
end submit Its report. That report
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hat been submitted to me and it is 
under examination.

Regarding the Asiatic Society, a few 
years ago I had appointed a Com­
mittee, which examined the situation 
and decided to increase substantially 
the grants to the Asiatic Society. If 
any concrete proposals are received 
by me from the authorities of the 
Asiatic Society, which is a registered 
society free to act by itself, I will see 
what help we can give.

DR. RANEN SEN: There is a news­
paper report and there was also a 
Question in this House that the autho­
rities of the Asiatic Society are now 
divided and are quarreling among 
themselves. I do not understand why 
nothing is being done by the Central 
Government in regard to that situa­
tion.

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: Un­
fortunately, my authority over regis­
tered societies in States is limited, be­
cause this House does not have that 
authority. But if there is a general 
public demand tbat the Centre should 
intervene. I would be very glad to 
provide such help and assistance as I 
can do within the constitutional 
framework. But I do need a well- 
considered demand from the people 
of West Bengal, particularly the 
intellectuals and those who are mem­
bers of the Asiatic Society.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: In the State of 
Karnataka, wherever these decadent 
registered societies have been found to 
be defunct or quarreling within them­
selves. the State Government has 
taken powers to take over the ad­
ministration of these registered Focie- 
ties. When we are making Ordinances 
for many other subjects, I think it is 
high time that we have an Ordinance 
in order to take over such societies of 
national importance.

PROF. S. NURUAL HASAN: This 
Is a very good suggestion. I will c'.Is- 
cuss the matter with the Government 
of West Bengal.

My hon. friend, Shri Naik, referred 
to article 49. I would draw his atten­
tion to the Ancient Monuments and 
Sites Act, which this House passed a 
long time ago, under which most of the 
monuments, which were considered to 
be of national importance, have been 
protected by the Archaeological Sur- 
very of India and in the case of 
monuments of State importance, the 
State Governments have been urged 
to give them protection.

So far as total ban on exports is 
concerned, the whole purpose of the 
Act which the House had passed, and 
which is now sought to be amended 
is to prevent the export of antiquities, 
because unless we know where our 
antiquities are, it would nqt be possible 
to prevent smuggling.

With these words, I commend this 
Bill to the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That the Bill to amend the Anti­
quities and Art Teasures Act, 1972, 
as passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken 

into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That Clauses 2 to 5 stand part of 
the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

Clauses 2 to 5 were added to the BiU.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That Clause 1 stand part of the 

Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

Clause 1 w&s added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is’

“That the Enacting Formula and 

the Title stand part of the Bill*

The motion was adopted.
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The Enacting Formula and th§ Tide 
were added to the B ill

PROF. S. NURUAL HASAN; I »*g 
to move;

'That the BiU be passed.”

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question it: 

‘'That the Bill be passed.1*

The motion iroi adopted

17.45 hr*

ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES 
(AMENDMENT) BILL

THE MINISTD? OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES AND 
CO-OPERATION (SHRI A. C. GEOR­

GE): 1 beg to move.

”Th«t tbe Bill further to amend 
the Essential Commodities Ad, *955. 
aa paaaed by Rajya Sabha. be uken 
into considerations

The Essential Commodities Act was 
passed hi 1905 for the control of pro­
duction. supply, distribution and pric­
ing and of trade and commerce to car* 
tain essential commodities. Al present, 
there are 61 declared essential com­
modities which include items like 
foodgrains, auger. vanaapati. drugs 
and textiles and other such items that 
are basic to the dally requirements of 
the citiaens of the country.

From 1955 onward*, on the basis of 
experience gained in the working of 
the Act, suitable amendments to the 
parent Act have been made to jaake 
its provision* more effective. The Act

was last amended in 1974 in the light 
of the recommendations made in the 
47th Report of the Law Commission 
and by it, the penal provisions of Uxc 
Act were made more deterrent, so that 
the Act could be a more meaningful 
instrument to check hoarding, profite­
ering and other malpractices in the 
trade and commerce of essential 00m- 
mpdities.

Regional Conferences of State Minis­
ters of Food and Civil Supplies were 
held during 1974 and 1975 so that a 
consensus could emerge in regard to 
the changes required In the framework 
of this regulatory enactment. As a 
result of the recommendations made 
In these meetings, some amendments 
became necessary Certain other 
amendments have also to be proposed, 
consequent upon the striking down of 
control orders relating to levy on food, 
grains by the High Courts of Kar­
nataka ana Orissa, which hamper**! 
the procurement of foodgrains. The 
amendments which have been pro­
posed sr* abaolutely necessary for ful­
filling our soda] needs, underscore the 
disciplinary requirements of our deve­
loping economy and would contribute 
to greater order In the procurement, 
aupply and distribution of essential 
commodities. As has already been 
explained l«  the Statement of Object* 
and Reasons, the main provisions of 
the amending Bill relate to: enlarg­
ing the definition of the term **Collec- 
to r  to allow other atnlor officers to 
exercise powers in the drive against 
hoarder and profiteers for promotion 
of procurement to redefine the basis 
on which levy orders can be passed 
by the Stste Governments; to enable 
the re-introduction of seised esnentisl 
commodities into the public diftrib**- 
lion system and also to debar lower 
Courts from Interfering with the con­
fiscation proceedings: and finally, to 
protect public servants functioning 
under the Act against malicious and 
vexatious complaints In the course of 
fbe performance of their duties.

•Moved with the recommendation of the President


