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UJH kn .

MOTION RE: NATIONAL POLICY
FOR CHILDREN

fiJWT W W  fW W  WJ1OT
Urom *  ^ w n ft 

«fto * ra w ) : tf«rrqf?r m fta r , f  s k z tx  

f w  j  i

"far nir in rrfftn r 22  w m ,
1 9 7 4  % «rr?r sw ra ft

*rr*itV  T O T  1 - 1 4 /7 4*fr
* t  ¥> <re, aft 2 6  w irer, 1 9 7 4  v t  
*-*tt rcsr «tt w  nrrr «it, frrcrre
w f t  1 1"

*  s n w t fcn 5  fa  
jfferr* «rr iffar fcvr 1 

sr̂ rrar *  *rr«r o t  % *r£r*T 
fa*rfa apft tfTT fatr far̂ rr ?rf f Tf *Wcrr, 
wrsrfar wrar v  forfar q fw  ararr̂ r 
sTsr 5 ^  faRvr wnr
faTO |, *TT% *JT% % 'TPT% TT«5 %
*rm ^  if >̂ijt wr fa  *ft *?▼% %
w  f  ® *rt*r w *1 ift  v ft  5f *rr* rfr 5  
*Tjprr fa  1  fa  ar? rrqr <r*iT sqfa?T «TT 
sft f t  fa r  *rk firarnr $ fjpgwrre *r> 
«rtT fg^jeaTwfswi *ft «n7: vt?tt 
*r *rtr srcraft 57: smft v t
*JW ^  3$ #|f5 cqj r  VKm «5TT »

16.34 hrs.

[Shri Vasant Sathe in the Chair]

fTTW TOTO TfTT I ?fr*r* VT
T̂̂ rr fo r  % faq; *nr smr »r*r «rr

fa  *?T *T 5f«^T 3R *flf v^ tt <ft 
ert*?*rfc*rrfa*5 ^  i*«T «rfar wr 
art ^  fa r  fiwnr H %«r % «*rft w f  v t 
«$*r «rre t o  *  r 1 wtw s h  fw r a  
«it?«rr v t  f*r sprro (  % ftx i s  forcr

7^ w r  v  ffTFf s: fac* cry srf?rr* aft 
wrw w** if »r?g?r g*rr | 

sr?r ?>ft I 

t o  % JTB̂ r ap> ?t«T  fawrV | *nr 
?r«f|- *rr*$r 1 1 srnr f v f t  ?rm% w

t, aSRPT fa5Tfa?TT?IT J«TT 
?Rft WTcTT I  ?ft &i srjf^RTfW
1 1 %fa?r 3RT i r  5i*«ft ^r itw i *t 
^  | ?rt ^rr crh: t.7̂ : vr jf̂ r vjcr
5̂ T> pftcTT | I 1 5 *PT£?r, 1947

f a « j %  ^  ^ t t  «rr f a  %% w re n
% WTg 1  I STT3T 5RTT ««■
^r? wr̂ rr, grr if
*m V ?nr> wfar cm^*rr 1 *<ft arr^
«TT3| VT. "FT faq-ir
sr*r«rr % 1 Tfaw af)- ai^rr % srft ?r wft 
nw>  ̂waf̂ argr «  *rftr«*i v  arrt 
if «Fz»r ^ ^ppt t  wter srr

5T^r 1 ^  fir *ht «rr

But somehow the fact that ulti­
mately everything depends on the 
human factor gets rather lost in our 
thinking of plans and schemes of 
national development in terms of 
factories and machinery and general 
schemes It is all very important 
we must have them; but ultimately 
of course it is the human being that 
counts and if the human being 
counts, well, he counts much more as 
a child than as a grown-up.

5* wt* 7rsj-f?r*rf?iT % ^  f^rcwT war 
irirrefTfi’rafar forcr $ 1

tffiWR ffTtl 1 5 ( 3 ) if *$cT 
«rm w fas | 1 wfaa | fa  

ar=*r % form % farr ^  f«r#«r gfirertf 
!T?T*T ^  f , «F*T ŝfl̂ rf Vt flfhf VT 
ift swT JTf5TT¥ m  f  1 #r«WFr ^  
wrcr ( 24) 3 fararr gwT % fa ^  14 

^  «r^ri ^ vti w  p̂n? 
inpT?T ̂ nr trm ̂
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*rta: * *  «tt w p t *<fr sr̂ tTT ti «rntt 
45 tf t o *  «tw*rfa«rr * r  f a  14 *rm % 

sf«% *t fir *rf%4rnf t o  li Vff wrr
w* fir* / f  <f i fatft j j t t t o  «r t o  # «t
*rff t t  «fr3r w ’ffa *g?r m tt vfe^mtar
tftr TOr* 4T % fa*

*r^ vtftm arrfl |
3rr<tTt<ft 1
stff i ra t o  to? «r? fc*r * fi f t
<̂fwr % i *rrar fw  l̂r«ff wttottot

| t o *  to% srfcrer cmrarem' | w ft
finrrT vt *t i wwt frorT
to m t  jtar, w nw t «r«fr % srF̂ r to% 
fTOT* w to t ?>*rr i «rrr |,
TÔ TT TT«5 "FT |, TT6?  VT 9*T $,
xr«5 «̂ r tf«rfa $ i *  * * * ?
% SftT W  HTWf I  WK *TT TO*I
wfw % , t  «rr* *rro ta  to w % 
w*$f *Ft sf$TT?rr =*rrg<rr aft ar«̂ ~i 
% arft if I  :

Our century is called the century
of nuclear power and air and space
travel. This is true of course but
I would prefer to call it the Century
of Child .

TÔ I TO T?T fc fa  TO **T %
*TfT5T %?TT % W  if f % ST% fJIT 
WTTO fc, W l  % *% W  ?r«TTJT t  I 14
*ar«R, vt aft to  *r* fe** ***& t  ^
for fe?tft if w k wsr *r$*r if t o  *r«ff

TO*s*ft f t f l  $ eft t o  fa *  sr^n: $ 
to** «r% *r<rr?t f  aft to *r?r *pt | 
f a  t o ** wRsrv ejjr  ̂ | i 
TO*f % fa<j irercfcfta
arjsr 3 ar* 1 1  x^%^w  %

tu ff*  % «nfa<ft ^fr^wr*T 
^ w«ff l» srfir wf?r ?rr^ *r£ fr^ |«j>t 
^ n r ^ T « w r ^ |  i

«^|p e f i m r  1 1

%Wff % aft f «  iflr ^ f ^ r r  %w<f

«inr wvr?r t o  ^rm wft I  f a  wrrr

^»nr^¥ ffiw n  t o  « w  % fa ^  «pffcnr

^ . f f f f in r ^ t f a T O  v w tw
% ro  faw r Ir * ft , wftv

m f t  T O r  w x  i w?r: t

^ f R j j ^ F F t  v V  « N r w n t  aft

T O T ^  <TTO t ,  O T *r  T O  t 5 W >  » T < f t  T T  

5TTtT^ % f t x * T x f n *  f ^ n t r t r  v t  j j t t V  

T r ^ n j i f  i * * r t  w f a s r w  I t  t o  * t  * * * * *  

%$ wr^Jjr ?r« r̂ % 1 1

TO*f ihct & wftr«p vfa«rrsr«r
^fa  * ft  ftnT i f  TOirerr jr fa  ®tct vft

gfifeppr aft |, fr o if qifaift
twftaTTO I , ^W f̂t ?r«wt %
*m  ft«rr i frmnrr ifV «rn% aft 

girnr *fYr srfa*rr to wft to  «tt 

T O f^ ^ * P ^  i

t  eft aifar i  aft ?rTvrtt
*rw Ir a*rprr fa-GT*?rtt *r*>f*r 
if fawm vTerr g %Cn to^
^stt | fa  ??Tft a«rw srwrr j*rr | i 

t  «r<rfr wiwer n f i r e  * $ t  ^ j » n  

? rfa *r «ft?T nr *Fnf #% xrft ^«r if

w f  % fa<5 fa*rr t  %
ww ^  ^*tt fa *nr^?r

^TTfT «TTOr f t , ?ft fft ^  fal?
w  f̂t w n iw ffr

tft, to t n ft % I «ft fk*r TTO 
«nft »j*  It to t v^ T | % fa  t^ r f
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% tfwj $ »  f w |  1 d ter « r  

W f n r  *  « m t  t  ^  1 t w  f¥

* * r  W«WT f  f a  * v  s t a  w  v m  #% 
<w% «tar if Trffnrrifrft $11 if Hjft, 

tw ff % fta* firrflfw r, *$ fr m  v v , 

?2T5W tfhcqftftpft *  arrt if ftnrr 1 *£ *  

r *  if * *  *r$ rprcft^tts fV*rr, tft 5 ® 

* r ^ ^ v t f ? r w r i f t T f ® » r e r t f  * v g r  

ft? * 5  * $ l «Wfit XSVt
to to t  wn? 1 i « v t  Jjflrva' % 5 %mrr. 
v r*  % *$* Pp*rr «tt, Srfv* <wrrf?r aft, 
*rw vt*r? *rp rv **« ft$ W tfv  iftfa^r 

if  * t  s ta  % «rra<mr vftar *rrc ?rw 

w **ft3 «ftf«wt, ftr<r«ftfT<rr, t z m  *ftr 

«fPnr vq> % cHs sm n? 11 f  
* i t v r  * f t x  4 t-hxvtO  tW t vr 

f i r m  x f t x  m n r i f v t  v*ft j f  i sryr 

%% arr\ f  ?rfr srw* f̂ r̂ r 3fr% | 5* * ^  
fv5ft<ffv>^ffH rarrT^ i f ^ w ^ n f t ,

1
far* sftaf «ftT fbrJT snreo % v^r *rqr, 
g?$f% s*tjtV *r^  v t 1 %mmz s?r* 
$*rr v*r snrcrr l» vt s*rrcr srnr- 
wvar $  «ftr v> Stwrarf tfr ^rr^r

| 1 ?r> ^rr q;v fa#** 

ft*rr fv  fvtft «ft ^  srcvrtY 

*ftT fa-ffTvKt & t x  * x  s*r arrsr v> 

fWT titm m w  St** vr sr?*v 

*ny afa  3r fa? ?*r fvtft **% v t «nff 

^  pRft ift ?r«rrr ^  f*r 

fvtft W"? vt fr^F tirr ^  

mtt m%y§m *?t w v r t  vwpf % mm

f>nr f m v  mrr w r*y*m m
Ita r  1

w t v p c  v t  w k  %  w $ &  ?r * i * t r  f a r *  

arr Tfc | 1  vrrqr $t<$vfw nr v>^«r«r  
v t  <r? \

ftr< rr f * r r  $  f v  ?r>«r*r ^ i r ? : f t r q n } i f e  

| ? « r  f r r r £ * f c  % ftx ftrqrsf *fe

i f w r w r v n r f ^ a r r

v t  JT^r TQTTT ^r^cTT J  I t f l f t

*r ? t  q -t «ry  V f %  %  f? r ^  « r « T  jq r r  5 f v  

%* w w  # ,  wr* »rfr^
«rr?*rr %  f j T ^ r  f r w  « t t ,  f v  ? *r  a r *« ff 

%  w r ^ q r t ^ r  1 *r?  q r v r  f t r ^ r  m m  v t ^

Vt fTTTOVST | ?fVT #  ĤnffcIT

g  f v  * * r  fT T fr Jf # £  5rr^ 

w Y t  iT T T tf w  ?rT?r %■ mm m t *  u ?  

m t w i f f i v ? ? f  v ® r f % f W 5f ® v r s r r | —  

s * r *  v t f  T f f t r f t w  t *  ^  

f 5 T v m % f w r v t f « T f m & b  V t f ^ T ^ T T  

f j f t  | — 5f t  t? v  * 3?r mwr ?«r

f r t  i f  j f t t  v v t  1 f r a  f o r  ? *r r ^  c « %  

* r * f ? r  ^ n j« T , f * n r r  ar r̂

arrtrnT 1 %  « r r *  8f f« r ^ n s r

v r ^ r  ? *r  * f a ? r a  v >  ^  

f m r r ? r  v r S r  1 1 « w r  ^ f e r f w  v t  

* r v f ? r  3R T ^ r  ?t $ r  ar^r |  w Y t  ftn rr  

m f  v t  w i f f f  a n m r, ^  »nT?r v r  

5#  m n i r v w  1 1

fnntrfH *ft, «rf ?rfwfir wt w?fr $,

«TT ^frf>RfC | ,  T S

9^  % WTjtft* WTf «r«TTTOT ffT|
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[  «tft <ft* *nw ] 

aft % twroftrc* *  ŵ rnft *nft «Ar t ar* 

*rfaf?r ŝrnf> »r*f> w  «■ »***  

fa??w *r fa  tp t xfvrftr zrft *?r it

V T^ifW »W t^fPTfcTM r| 1 1965 

%  tns tffafa *jft «fr, 1967 ^  

frr ts  WTift, 1968 ^ *PT% F w *  

«ftT % v &  3 *  <TT fW VPT T̂JTT 

^FfaijT3rfa*r*rritfWt3»T i 9 7 5 * h  

**r % fw j *  oranraff 5 1 ?rfa*r 

fttfVs t t  ?*pt *rrt * w  

v p * fait fa sft  % tta  * ir r *  

tr«rc«rr % ?*r ifft «r^  ^  fafa?$t % 

irrr «ft sjw  It ^  *?pt fa*  faff** 
w«rr % t>«t * r  ̂ fa q r *  ̂ «rr 1

*rfafa «f> farti % * 5  «tt fa  

fa ? f  Hr * t i  w^rr * w  1 #  «r»«r?rr g 

fa  mar ?r 6 - 7 *r#t%<13%, ?r ^ T  
w?ri|r,*rwfairT*T*pnTit<^
«r> 1 JTf %*rasr f a * f *tw v t *w*r 

* 5 *T «ft I VVFT ***> 3ft 9[3T S3*

«fV 1 *5 **wt *nmr *r $ 1  w jW  
sfc asftfaa  «ptw 5^ fa  *rpr*t*t* 

wjtrt r̂fajT wt# *fT *fa»? v> «rr«r
qW*fi<T̂ £ *ftfaTJ, ^JRTtfaZt*

fJmr w tvttt Tf»* 1 ?*r s?r*r * t  v?
t  fa  i«w t Pr?nr ̂  q fJ i fw l?  

*> ?*fT?r *rf?r Sr w *  % far* v*  f«r

?r»TT*rr?r *ft, or* wtz

t  trt 5*  w?s tft nft «rtft ^  1
t?v ?re«fta:t f a s *  fa  *?  q v  **%

Sfftrfr j i j  f  j wf m * * *

«T<Sw<T  ̂I W^j«Wf WfRTT | f a  
^  ^  ftrawr tir vr 1 fattr jr(pw

^ * * * ^ * 8 1 * * , * $  VTb * , 
»T are «PT̂  if, writ Xf*$ p f  %

an^ 3ft % %r srrt 5r s f r v fr  & m  

WP *3 K *r  ir ^rr ^rj*rr i ^nf>% ftw r  

«r^ft % «*^?Er vf w $  t  f a  *r»wf 

^  f tw r  f><ft r̂rffrt ,̂ * ;

fim rr wr^cT ir , g t f t  wnsrir t c  &  v f t  

f w r  5T<»nr5ft v t  i f t r  ?uft ftrarr * r * %  

*> ^  vrftn r ^  f  1

% ^ r  «rr—

“Real education has to draw out 
the best from the boys and girls to 
be educated Vhi8 can never be 
done by packing ill assorted and 
unwanted information into heads of 
the pupils It becomes a dead
weight crushing all originality in 
them and turning them into mere 
antomata ”

$*r fatre w a it e r  % «WT % ST̂V $ I 
*  ?rwpqr it ?tfr stfr ftrjFcr, ^  

5*r »pt ^  f  1 

3rt% «Pt 5*rr?r fafaT 1 1

?nT5r 3r f t m  | » 

srfer w *  *rpr f̂t«r ?r«?*r crawr 

t  u r t  % »Tf wqj»rr fa  
*T5 TtftRft frTrey pr |  w r  1 ^

«ft?r ?sn : v t  ?tt<[ vnwrr $  i *r| Sw 

v T ^ f5 n r r fa lw ^ t * n  1 in? fe ir r fW ir
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^•rrt Werhnr % fwcj, # n f # w n i f  irtr 
m w n  *p wn$ fT*TT «it ^w tt v  ?r*w 
ftwro #  'fiw fis fn̂ lr 1 1 spstpt #?ft 
tit $T tit % wrt ifr aft*fr $ Wf tit 

wifjrrjj 1
**T *—

“I want the children of India to 
grow up interested in everything 
around them. I want them to use 
their minds and their hands. X want 
them to be proud of India and 
regard all Indians as equal/*

ftrarr fit fraraff VF Mt (, 
farcrcfatff qfr fcft $, arwff fcft % 1 
irer *r v r t  $ t fa  ar«wf vr * r  
*rn> star $, *pt in% «rnr wps 

ft g r r  | ,  ^ r %  ?nr v t  %  wrvs f a i r r  
9Tiv, w v r  ^n:<rrfirc¥ i y f  q i, *mr «rc 
ti\z *w q*. 1 1 ift «nwf % *n*r $ *rg«rr 
f a  *rz*t qr fo*r< qft 1

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

“That this House do consider the 
Government Resolution No. 1-14/74 
CDD dated the 22nd August, 1074 
on National Policy for children, laid 
on the Table of tTtte House on the 
26th August, 1974.”

« r r a  w f a t t  f o r  $1  
>jywn 9Pti (Tnft) : m fkrft 

f o r  v s  j t r t w  t t  anpr f W t  * r r f ^  1 
*sr% fw? *r*nr forr $«n g 1

w w fir fw* qt*
tii *ft xm  irarfc* $ 1 qrfonr ft*r 
f*rar*r>fr F«3r £ ?ft qw
wrc *2 wr*ft* f r o  w’jfc 1 1 ww vt
3 : 3OTT $ t (WWWf*)

*tt*t trt w : wa? *rr 3S?rr $  1 m *  

*r**r ^rrpT $ fa  ®: * 3? % arw *ft #sr 
f^ T  arrit. .

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS MUNSX 
(Calcutta-South): Sir, I have *
suggestion. The discussion can 
continue in the next session also.

fnrrqfir : * :  *ir 5rc» snrrer 
ftwww ?r£t fairr ?ft <spt% x w r 

^  sn^TT ift i «rrar afr Jr*arc jfrar 
| f w  #  1 «rrrm & «nr% frtnr 

**r q *  t itx  *rrr «r£ *rrq ^
1 1 «irsr 5R*r w f  qrrfr |  i t f t  qra ^rtef 
*rnr 1 1 %ft «rr f  1 «rrq ^ r f  
eft ^ r - r ? r  f a r c  I r  e f 1
*SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL. 

DER (Ausgram): Mr. Chairman,
Sir, the resolution on National Policy 
for Children has been brought forth 
by the hon. Minister who has stated 
at the very outset that “let us wipe 
all tears from the eyes of the children." 
This is a very welcome statement and 
nobody can have any dispute with 
that nor can there be two opinions on 
it However, it is a matter of regret 
that this resolution which came 27 
years after independence has been 
brought before this House for dis­
cussion two years after it was adopted 
in 1974. He has stated that provision 
for the welfare of tbe children is 
there in articles 24. 39 and 45 of our 
Constitution. Where in it has been 
provided that no children below tbe 
age of 14 shall be employed on jobs 
involving hard labour and in the fac­
tories etc. and free and compulsory 
primary education shall be provided 
for all children within 10 years. But 
how much have we achieved In this 
direction? He has stated that the 
Geneva Convention of 1924 and again 
in 1959 in the U.N.O., resolutions were 
adopted regarding the 10 point policy 
to be followed internationally Tn res. 
pect of employment etc. of children.

•The original speech was delivered in Bengali.
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tShxi Xyfa îMi Ghaodi* Haider]
A  decision has been taken at the inter* 
national level as to what should be 
dene for the welfare af children. But 
inspite of that we find that the children 
in our country living in far flung 
villages are living in state o f utter 
neglect. Sir, X would like to place 
before you briefly the .gravity of this 
problem. In 1961 the number of 
children in our country in the age 
group of 1—14 years was 17 crotes 10 
lakhs 95 thousand. In 1969 the number 
o f children in the age group 1—14 
went up to 20 crores 99 lakhs and 45 
thousand. In 1971 that number went 
up to 23 crores 2 lakhs 53 thousand 9 
"hundred eighty seven. It is estimated 
that by the end of the 5th Five fear 
Flan, the number of children in the 
age group 1—>14 will go up to 24 
crores 32 lakhs 90 thousand. Further, 
from the figures available it is seen 
that the mothers who are giving birth 
to the future citizens of our country 
constitute about 22 per cent of our 
population and the Children from 0—14 
Tears of age constitute 40% of our 
population. Therefore we should take 
all possible measures for the welfare 
*of the mothers and children who

to*tl*r}ftMurtlfeii»*fooat 49% «< apt 
total population. Ovtr various family 
and child welfare services should Mae 
cere o f the expectant mothers aai  the 
children la the tollowfaig 5 stage* 
Firstly, the expectant mothers should 
be provided with adequate health stoa 
medical facilities so that they are in 
a healthy state at the time of giving 
birth to the future citizens of our 
country. Adequate prenatal and post, 
natal medical care most he provided 
for the mothers* Secondly, special 
care must be taken of the children 
from birth to one year. The third 
stage is from one to three years. The 
fourth stage is from three to six years. 
It is school stage. The fifth stage may 
be called the primary school stage 
and this will be from 6 to 14 years. 
Special care must be taken in the 
above mentioned five stages for proper 
development and welfare of the child* 
ren. This show* how vast is the 
problem before us and how much 
have we been able to do in face of this 
grave problem.

Sir, let us now compare the birth 
and child mortality rate in country 
with those of some other countries:

Country Year Rates per rooo
birth death

India 42* S 16*7
Great Britain . 13*9 12*1
Italy . 16*0 9*9
Pakistan . 36*0 12*0

USSR • • * • . X973 17*7 8-7

From the above figures it is Clear 
that the birth rate in our country is 
very hitfx but at the same time the 
child mortality rate is also very high. 
The only reason for this state of 
affairs is acute poverty In our oouo- 
try where about 70% of the popula­
tion live below the poverty line and

75% of the people live in the villages. 
Among this huge percentage who live 
in villages, the largest number cons­
titute the share croppers, poor agri­
cultural workers, landless labourers 
etc. and the "Scheduled Castas and 
Scheduled Tribes people who Wotfc in 
the fields and in the factories. These 
people live in acute state of poverty
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4ftd t l  Tfta « l  «hHd«BO(tdi<]r it  also 
h h M .  among them. Therefore, 

njnleps ,w* divert our attention from 
tfee <4ties tp tbs rural areas, it win 
pet.be possible t e t n  to taka asqr 
_nneantngft.il child welfare activities. 
Wf will have fo pay natdi more atten­
tion to the village people, where most 
<OC our population live. In our country 
ifbere about 4 crores and 50 lakhs of 
people axe suffering from blindness, 
the number of children suffering from 
AjjUndness are about 90 lakhs which 
fall in the age group o f 1—5 years 
number about 2 lakhs and 50 thou­
sand. These figures were given in the 
I«ok, Sabha in reply to an Unstarred 
Question. Therein it was also said 
that there are about 14 thousand 
children who withering lor want of 
proper nutrition and lack o f vitamin 
etc. The Government and the society 
has a responsibility not only towards 
the present citizens but also towards 
the future generations to be healthy, 
physically as well as mentally, then 
we will have to take proper steps right 
from now. With that object in view 
I  am trying to show how grave and 
deep rooted the problem is and how 
little the Government and the society 
bas been able to do for the welfare 
of the coming generations. Mr 
Chairman Sir, you are aware that in 
the national policy for children it has 
been contemplated to set up National 
Children’s Board. This Board was 
formed two years earlier but all the 
work has been done by this Board 
during the last two years is not known. 
The bon. Minister has not also said 
anything about the work done by this 
Board. Sir, the welfare activities for 
the children is not confined to the 
Ministry of Education and Social 
Welfare alone. The Ministry of Health 
has also to play an important rede. It 
bas o f course been said that the 
National Children's Board is coordi­
nating an Advisory Body. In our 
language there is a saying that 'every­
body’s business la nobody’s business.’. 
Since the responsibility for  the child­
ren’s welfare is divided between the 
Ministry of Education and Social 
Welfare and the Ministry o f Health, 
no effective measures has been possi­

ble because at the lack of ^ooperattop 
between these Ministries. A s % result 
the tender children o f our country are 
in a state of utter neglect. There 
must be proper coordination between 
the various Ministries so that speedy 
and effective measures can be taken 
tor the welfare of the children. I 
want to suggest one thing about the 
formation of this Board. It has been 
stated that this Board will consist of 
29 members. The Prime Minister is 
to be the President of this Board and 
the Minister of Education and Social 
Welfare is to be Its Working Chair­
man. The Minister o f Health and 
Family Planning will be a member 
and 10 more members will be appoint­
ed from various Social Welfare 
Organisations etc. having knowledge 
and experience of various styles on 
welfare activities and some other 
categories of members are also to be 
appointed on this Board. Here, Sir, I 
will like to say that these members 
who will be appointed from the 
various social service organisations 
mostly from the urban areas, their 
activities and experience are confined 
to the urban areas alone. They know 
next to nothing about the conditions 
prevailing in our villages, they do not 
know our village people at alL There 
may be some lady members coming 
from these urban organisations who 
do not know the conditions o f the 
share croppers and the agricultural 
labourers working in the fields and 
farms they hardly know our country 
itself. Therefore I will urge upon 
the Government to raise the number 
of members on the Board from 29 to 
37.
17 bn .

I hope the Government will accept 
my suggestion. Out of these 8 addi­
tional members 4 may be appointed 
from various Central Trade Unions  ̂
those will have adequate knowledge 
and experience of the living conditions 
of the poor workers In factories and 
fanns. Many children are employ­
ed in the jute mills, tea gardens, and 
In the rpbber plantations. There 
are many working mothers also in the 
trade unions. If four members are
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taken frokn these trade 
they will have intimate knowledge 
and experience about the condi­
tions of these poor children and 
they will be helpful in planning wel­
fare measures for them. Four other 
inembers may be appointed from the 
Central Kisan Sabha. Thus the total 
membership may be raised to 37 as 
suggested above. In our Constitution 
it has been provided that no children 
upto the age of 14 years shall be em­
ployed on any job involving hard 
labour. But our Government repre­
sentatives had stated there that it is 
not possible for India to accept that 
decision. In this context X will quote 
a news item appearing in the 
‘Satyajug’ paper dated 24th May, 
1976 in which our Government’s 
spokesman says, “the decision taken 
in 1973 by the ILO cannot be accepted 
by India. That year the ILO had 
decided to abolish the appointment of 
children below 14 years of age on job 
involving hard labour. But India 
cannot accept that decision just now 
because the children in India consti­
tute 5.9% of the total labour force of 
this country.’* This attitude of the 
Government is not proper. They 
should strive to create conditions 
which will discourage the employment 
of children on hard labour jobs. They 
should provide employment to the 
adult members of the family from 
which child labour is engaged. Poverty 
after all is'the root cause of this evil. 
If the adults get suitable employment 
opportunities, the children will not 
have to seek employment on jobs 
involving hard labour. If real land 
reforms are effected, if land is given 
to the tiller, if the poor share croppers, 
the landless agricultural labour, the 
scheduled castes people are given 
ownership of land and if the "right to 
work" enshrined in our Constitution 
is accepted and implemented by the 
Government and proper and adequate 
employment opportunities are provi­
ded in the factories and firms 
then I believe this evfl practice 
of employing children on hard labour 
can be abolished. Sir, in tfcis context 
Xt will say tint unless the Board which 
Iim been formed is made financially

viable it will remain ineffective Ukfr 
the Naxional Integration Council. TW» 
will remain in name only and wilt not 
be able to achieve much for the real 
w*lfare of the'children, Air, in 196* 
it was estimated that about 0.5% Of 
the child population of our couotti^ 
numberEngHbetween 1.05 million anti 
1.15 million were orphaned or aband­
oned children. The number of child~- 
ren’B homes available for looking after 
and bringing up such children is vary 
inadequate. Government should set 
up more children homes to look after 
their physical and mental health and 
other requirements and to provide 
educational facilities to these unfortu­
nate children so that they may grow 
up as responsible citizens of the 
country. A study made by the 
Central Social Welfare Board regard­
ing conditions in our orphanages 
revealed that on an average of Rs. 22 
is spent per child per month on food 
and Rs. 9 is spent on medicine. I fail 
fo see how these children can be 
brought up in a healthy manner with 
this meagre amount. Then Sir, 
according to a report published in the 
Hindustan Times dated 5-4-76, a 
meagre sum of Rs. 1.30 crores has 
been earmarked during 1976-77 for 
the Integrated Child Development 
Scheme which is to finance 33 inte­
grated child development projects in 
various States. How much can be 
achieved with this pittance in this 
respect is anybody’s guess. The Gov­
ernment should be realistic in the 
financial allocations if they want to 
achieve anything concrete.

Another report published in the 
Hindustan Times dated 29-3-76 says 
that only 37 per cent of the Children 
get their share of food distributed for 
the children, and 82 per cent of the 
milk given for the children is used for 
making tea etc. and the children hardly 
get any benefit due to malaflde distri­
bution. This should be thoroughly 
investigated. Moreover, this facade oi 
distribution of food and milk for the 
children is confined to the big metro­
politan cities like Delhi, Calcutta. Bom­
bay, Madras etc. Nobody la bothered 
about the rural areas where m o stly  the 
poorer classes like the share croppers,



« f  rictittural labourers, scheduled castes 
and tribes etc. live. The moat deserving 
children are denied any benefit in this 
respect. The Government speaks 
about providing free and compulsory 
education but are they aware that 
thousands of children have to drop out 
at the primary stags due to acute 
poverty. This is a very serious mat­
ter. Sir, no “maternity homes” and 
other medical care is available for the 
expectant mothers belonging to thi»se 
poor and neglected classes in the 
villages. Maternity homes should be 
set up in the rural areas for providing 
pre-natal and post-natal care. Unless 
attention is paid to these things any 
number of ‘Boards’ cannot serve any 
real purpose.

I will conclude by saying that the 
present social system in our country 
needs to be radically changed. So 
long as the exploiting social system 
is in existence, any thought of wel­
fare for the poor masses is bound to 
remain a wishful thinking only. In 
the present system no equal develop­
ment is possible. Therefore wo must 
strive to bring about radical change 
in the present social structure than 
only we can think of real welfare 
for the poor masses. 1 hope Shri 
Priya Das Munshi, hon. Member will 
agree with me m this respect.

«ft fa *  (<*•***>) : *r*rnfer 
a ft, w  fanrqr sr?r f t  ir n f t z  |  t f f t :

^«ft ipwfhKTT a  f  *  ^<Wt t  I 
STf'PW % 3IT5T fawm % *T«F8T Dr 3ft 
a rm - sirrsm st an*wf ^
% fatr farcnft «nr?rr, s w ?  sift f

Srtrarrfofr *ft W ’rr &n-

tfiftrv 11  f?r<s 5  *«ft *rftor vt
fcrr j? i f w  v t f

v  <Tf3r ^  ^  qrgprcr
ft  *Tf | :
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“The king is dead; long live the 
King.”

*rnr 5  *pr<ft *ftr % *wt =TrTr
t̂ar?rr nrfcTr j vrtrT  

1ft tonrm  €tw % v r t  .-

“Don’t produce a child: lopk after 
the child carefully".

u nvraar ?*r t r t  ^t | %  5 *r 
«f *r *rta: aft f t  ^  |

^*w?t *nrtf%5T f t  1 irsft *rft5rar 
% ^ sm  ^t ^nr sift t  fire* tre
«nn+‘ sivm stsf* *  t o w  $  gwrsr 

^t ^rr qfnF»n 1

*T5ft *rfTOT % 5T*s% vt ^  q ft*T
f f e  f%OT I  S*M?t <J*5*Tfa- Jr,

qft aft fwfgr | aft
tfWlfafT f̂ q-fcT I  wnft »ft ftPTR:

t«h t ft»rr i qsf f[ aft $«ft 
%i\x swrer 'rforn: ter
fcTir f w t  rfr* *rra?t *rt ^r-ft

| ? f s  f  sft *rfta % »fWf
% sfhT <T5T f  cr f  fg rw t #  7W0T

?rft % £ 1 f®  sr^r ift«f^T

f f t  t  far^spt kvxrn  ^rrrr qftf 
*ift fterr 1 1 ar«% 4?r f t  §r̂ t ^

5ft ?R^TT qft arerw^t cTTf

?r£*r?T «R^r *Ft fT*ft, far Ĵr 3 dr 
sft ft  i cs% afr xm *  f ,

ar»% | tftr f®FFr ?TTf % ar^r f  %ttx 

f*FPr vr f«P?r ,*ffar *Pt ^  v *
% ftp? $t^!T ĴHT 3FTTT fPIT I

m  ?r* *  75% ^
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t f
% far*?, ftn rtt tarrcr tft «rt (  %faw 

tf*T v r*  *n% v t v $  w r |  % 

w m t  t i t  *Hfin(Nr f  <ftr iw fara 

| ,  w«tif % Twi wta*rr « t * r  v t 

vt*t fw r |  i sR% ftrq «$r v t 

faprfar <r swtit jwtNrt

fT  « %  I

•ft fiw *«m iw  *p*ft (v*wmr-

ifj* * ):  V*TV*TC *T T O T I T T T

5'm  w n r r  arr T fr  $  i

•ft anww f*r*r: argt <r  ?r ?

VT VT* f  T T?T $  TO f? $*T «ftT W *

vraf ssrm r t  %fv* %*r *r 

*f*r *ft amf f  t t  ar$  vt 

vt$ T ^ n r  ^  11 <r ?tt£ % 

$t*sr «ft?r% w rf^  i

W f #  *rgtan : %m fvtft vi 

~-arry?y srfr v$ *rv?t i

•ft vnww f a « : ^fftftrq q^r 

v$r «rr tffw ir tit w rf?i i

fT H i^ «r$lw : *??ftTO w *  

5THT *?t Vt$ *tai ^  |  1 (SPHJR) .  .  .

•ft V*TRT4ft(«l: ‘SftTR, Jf ^V ^RT

wtr gsr % m * whtvt wn*r sflNRr 

=arrjprr *ftr *5 ^  $  fv ar^rf % faq 

jarr| s t v r  *it ^ t | m lr t t  stem t 

$f, ti* tit til *r** v r*  v t &nrr

|  fv  ***i v t *tv  % 

sfurarr «?j*r qrcft $  *r «n[f ? *c# qj*r 

«n*ft |  i $  *r$t fawft if

% » t . t  B N *  *. W  *  * * &  %  
* $ >  tit

wRft I  t o *  t *  f^rr i , 4 m  f «  

ffc rr $  ^  fW rr j *  ^  V * n t t i t
*f n$f aiWRiT tit* I * *  * t*  *  titft * $ * «  

<t im  snift i fcfrcff tih: «iiw tft wrt 

« m  v #  *n j, tit * r | aw f.W m ftwr- 

5fe ^  $t mwft |, Trfwm^fe % V i f t  
i « p f ^ « f r  « r r w p f j« r r a w r  

1f t «mnft fv?nw v t «?f r, ftrr^  vr qfr 

trtr  ^ e r  qfovut W f ^rfr t  

tp tt fv v ^ v r  vwff % srRr i 5?r arnrev 

t  ar«tif % v?«mr ^  fw j *ger ?rr  ̂

vw  v r  ^  t  ^fv*r t  $r

w r nftr «r̂ rf«T?r w f ^ l  V * ^ t fv 

jt? iff arnft v ^t |  fvw 

% ftrq ^  f'r 11 eft q^rr ^wpt 
5ft »Rr *i![ |  fv frrc ?« ff v  f̂TtT ^'t »ft 

«TPT VT «rT̂  f  ?TV «?5% I

W*RTT ^  I  fv 3r=5̂ f %

fair tfrfev «rrfR vt a t r ^ r t̂̂ v r

qft 5RV % HT w N t  *RT

5 R f t  | ,  O T f t  t j t  a r « f f  v t  v i f t  *f% ? r

*  f v * n  i v r ^ R  * * * f  v t  fir?rf 

sa v t s«T ^r ^rf^tT i

Sfffc *r w  * f  ^  v ^ * r r  ^njerr j  f v  

qrrf̂ qT r̂r ^ft «?v i&riz v%^t 

^¥r^rff S rt % if P m r 

v r  T^t 11 fir*R  <nft ^  

jWT t ,  ?rr Jiff 5 m  | *ftr v f t  t o  t c  

f t ^ r r :  t o  T $ r  $  i v p ^ x ^  i r * ® f  frv«
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t  «rnrr mwr **
^  * *  f lw  % 9TTW^

*  « m r  f t  w it  V f 
H«rniw flm  «n. f ir o x  <t w  |
rffc * r  *  *  «for V  * 1 1  *5
^ N e tr  «np ** *r t  * *  ***** 
ft * rn f * * * t %  * f  antftlr * rtY n r  
W  *f *Tf f* *  Gift * }* !$ £  *m%

jrwff *lft fcnrm £t* f t i
«  lr *ft «ft* It «ft fN v r

f ft  % HHWT t  * f  «Pf5fT t t p t  
f  fa  sft «r*% incfanr |, w5t v t f

^  ffeft 4» *  *f*rw «rf 
4 , * t  «ptt v tf w  *7*TT ft

| ?ft «rnr ̂ t ft  ^  | *tt ^wlrtt
ft  ^T^t t  I % VTT°T

«rar* 3  *re r̂n? *nr «r«t fcr fapsr *£, 
^frr siff f"HiT mffq, uf Jfrrr fir*rrT 
4 i

17.2© hr*.
[S hbi Ishaque SaMbhau  in the Chair]

* t i  *ft ?r*T3̂  «r^  qrrsfir gft «mr 
WFT % 4 , * f  wg?r ^ s x  wnr 4  i

f̂t VT*T ft*IT, '3̂ f *TT ff if
r«Mi< *#*rr» *r^t Prt arrgrn<«i 3r 

^  4  f*w r *ft QRn̂ r f f i w  
ft«rr i *ptt z*'* *rt arnr *r<rr- 

3t Tf * 4  4  ?ft are% Ir <lr ffrr 
*rnrr «r  f  f a  «tf «rr?mrc»r 
It t o f t  i * *  ra ft y rf im ite * t
*ft ^ m t  fcSTCT f>TT I arrgTT̂<U|;
*r It vprvt ^ w t  P n w n  ftar ?rrf% 
g w r  Hwftw ftwro 3  f t  | 
’fjfr arrcnr 4  fa  »tt*¥ qn t$ *rmr 
vrft i WTT^rf *rtk  % frafCRr 
\^tt tft in? vr Pnmr ft
* %*rr i w«% th ? &  f«rfif v $r&  1 1

i ^ n *  | , ott 1 1 ftp^
«FT SPT | ,  f ! R T  » f  ^

n i f  « t  aritr^ i i w  w  i r t f ,  f « r  
<flW h h t I  ?BPft vn^tr i I w %  
ftrt? w W t jww  f w  ft ir T  i w
?W  ’ Tf «rt[lf fR T  I  \ WW  HTTf?r *fT 
if t w  t ,  * * f  w w 'f t ’ w f r ^ t t  ^ f
VNVT <ftr ?TTVR Vt TTOR |, «TVTT 
I n %  « p r f « r  V T  tJTO’ST * F T  T ^ t  t  I 
** itv t f tft Tr^siff vnr vfeT 
4  « f k  t  i w  w nSt f H ^ t
E^TT ^  # r ft  t i t  X W K tr

t  I

«r«%  %  f*r r e « r  %  «t| %  w t t v i  ^ < n ? t
qr % (̂T^cq- ^ft wtr SUPT ^TT ^Tff* I
*rt \̂prtt t  m ^«rr >ft ^ t t t  
ft»TT i w *ir ^ T t  9 ^ 9  4 ,  ^ R T v n r ^ r r  
tft x tm  ?rtr lr  e p = ^ r  ^ r r  i « m  

»pt * f ^ w  « n f R  ? iff  f W r r  4 ,
* f  jftrer «rRrm°T ?t Tf?ft 4 <n **m  

ff r r r  w f t  ^  ^  vrqr « F ^ r r r  
4  * W  ^  %  « w

* r m  ^r?nft «rf ^  ^ ft w m f r  
fWt i s?n»t sft «nf«pfr vfe-

w r t  t  sfwft yc ^  *ift ifrfw  »ft
TTTTSffr apr^ft f W t  I t  S TC FO T f  f v
flft ?rcf % vr»r wrwft ^  ft<t i ^fwlf
%  f i m  l?aF cTCC v  w k  UT^Ct «  ftfq[
5?rtt ?rcf % * * *  wnvt p̂c% ff»t \ 
? W f v i f  « r r r  ^  ? rc f s r ft  v r  « p v ^
4  I ^ fTc ff ^ T  ^TcTPTCT ^  ? rT f fTT
4  « f k  w f ^  * r  5 « t l f  ? k f  f t a r  4  i 
5 k r  4^f a  ^  ^  w w  « rffc n r
v ^ t r m  u ta w r  ^ f ir s f t  t ^ ^ i r r
*^nf!i»r t s t  ,*rarnt i w y r d it f f  v t  
ir p fH r  w n v t  i t  « r * w r  fts ft  ^ r f f *  i 
* m  f r  3PTf wwgnfff ^ t « n w  
* * * * *  * i^ t  4  ^ t  * r f t  w w  ^ j s r  4 ? t .  
€ t * x  v m f i n  t w  fw r f *w ^ r  w r f ^  

| ^ r  w r f t w  i % ?fr
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[a ft  *rq»rqr f t w j

« r r  * f t  s f t  w rfa r  * r  #  ?r*?t #  i 
n it  3 **?r t o  *?t * w w i  CPfr 
wrfifr r o  *r* arrer *rfi£r i

*r$ ff if irzTjfW t j»ft ftnr * t
^  %a|T * * *  *^?t f  *TFT’WI'PTT «R  

| i ^ ? r  |*«r €t*ar «mr 5«rrPi?r
I W tf f t  ITW TT%jr* fspT-

fJpRT’t f tw m r q ft  i ^r^gft
% s*Twrebi *t ^t*t *tpt *pt ?t<^ 
t  i

ar^ft *Pt UTfTT f*I%
fa q  tft w rw t ffraffiw sft-tt

ft*TT I

* f  *r«r f «  ft grrq; at snnwt apŝ rt
q r r f  ^ t  wiaF«TT q rtft  f p f t  i ar^rt 

q5t *rtr *r1srsr % f  t
%*r*rm % f t ,  fwvRT it fro ft 
?n cf ̂ t  wrerr *  «rn? **rt?r *ft srarrar^t 
f*r w  <rc | f a *  «rran*w t  far 
arm s r f f w  *5t w t  f t  arm * n r c r -  
m  * « i f  *<rf ^  i f *  *rrar sftr f r  
T T f^  it tft£t-*ft€t ^Ts#ftar v t  « ^ r r  
wr«r ’fftr ^Tfr ar«^ stitt q f c  f e w
*rrfc <r« h-£ i ^  ^

s$*ft»r *ft OTret t̂*tt ^ r f^ r  
*ftT ift *nf*PT VRTT
^ r f f *  i ^r^T  f *  ?ncf % *rcs fcft 
^ rr f^ , ^ n r t  tftarrffa  ^ ? n  5* r f f*  i 
•*rf arf?r w  * ft*  |  i * if  %*r?r w^ tk 
% Ŝt arm !f^t |  i
* T # ? ft  «mf?fnpr?r3r «ft 
u r c w w t i r t T  ^rcwrfswTarRT * r f f * i

«nwr ftrfsrWt % faq *ft *rtf*>JT 
w t  f t f  t

vr^tf % ?rt ar«% fa **  fcr t  
*rtr w r r  w t o f t  t t  f  i w T

m  * r r r % T  « f t x  m t r t r v  f i rv w  ^  
^rw ^  f¥  ^ n f i f  

^  tit ftwr% a w v r  ^  i

fin r r ff  f f h :
*f?ar ^r «pt^ irw re % 22
W R T  1 9 7 4  v t  ¥ * a f f  %  ft r q  TT«*?ftar 
ftvRT jftfir frr fkerN«r f*P*rr <rf i 
fwit sr^rn: ?r <r«f ^pft VRhm w  1 
f^rit arf »?nrWT «ft f«F f i f f  ^  
?»re«T*T, «Afev fTTfR, «ptw up 
a m t  $ « ft  »T R rn ft <ift ^ r < r m  
firita 5®rT*T fe n  arr  ̂ «rtr wris fti% 
^ w r  «TJirf w n [ i w  | g  ^rsrnr ^peft ai5t 
u w w r m  i t  %arcw f v i ^ r
f f  fa<w?t s t t * t  3 p R r n r r , 1974 
^ tf^  1 f<ft % mare T sxfrrw  Tns?W 
5 ft%  %  %  ftr q  s r R f t  «pt * r r s *
? r r ? ^ ^ » T t r i i s r » r r 5 » 5 T r j n r %  f r w r r  
tk . a rf <r ?t s rR r r  % T n r  ^ r - r r  ^  fstnrr 1 
%??r srrfaer sr^ft it »ft ̂  q^m r tht 
^ r r  I 1 4  ? TC f^ T, 1 9 7 5  V T  f e R T  
%  5TTTT T T  ^  ^ T T q - «FT S T ^ n r^  f«TT I
\ n $  arre *fr*r*TT 2 29 ?rrar 
a r « f t  ^fr 9rnr «Tprr% %■
s t s t h  ^5r*Rin: a n i , % fw &  Tra R T5 T t o t  

#5r$?n:iiR<ft5T<TrfeT3rrf?r^mr 
^ * r  f f r s n r  s « r  %  ? ifin *r  %  
ar^t wrt sfnicrT % ftm 37 ?rrsr 
^ t u t  *pt ^  a r^ rt %  5Tm!T- 
*m n  i t  wt«t q^arror 1 q n r#
it f  % ^ r r  ^ ferr w  1 1
1975-76 it 89,000 2*1 «T* ^*T«t

fapnr «wt | ftnr^ ^  aft*
ft?rr 11 w r r  w r o  ^  % facr \zn- 
ir r o r  f^r«Pi Ht ^ v fv n r  t W  | i
ff?WHT <CtT ar̂ tf <|¥ iftWW It 15 . 85
?rm ijjw m  iwr s t ^  fw r  *wt t  f 

^Tf?» i w r i R  H fa r ftl' f  
f t n r ^ r  | f t r #  a r« ^ t %  w r e « * r  v t
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foSHr i f ?  1 w r it  w iw rtfire*  
ftwftvw ffctffc vt iw r ife  fft 
3*% ift v t ,
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*mPRTTfii9fr| 1 3*T% 245 
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*S*r v tenfg^m  v*tst, S*t ^  v jt
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I  I 5% VfT fv  5T5% tfsr n vrr, 
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fa* fafircr irari«ri¥ vt wnrcr *  vr- 
CRT snft ^  ?vt*T

*r??5T $t ?rvcft $ 1 *stft *ft «r^VT 
515ft «Tf * f  ?r w e t  1 1

^prar *n« *rf*Tv vt-
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fft *w w r ^t 1 1 ftnt t  i*v *tt
fa *  hw w r fcrr 5 xtt* *ft grow ft%
|, #  WWT VT«T f[ fv  *F3ft *CFOT tTWT 

g<* TS W*W STVPK I

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA (Aurangabad): I listened to 
the speech of the Hon. Deputy Minis­
ter for Education. The speech was 
emotion-charged. He recalled the as­
sociation. of Panditji with children. 7t 
951 LS—8

is on *ht« day that Panditji left us. 
It is a coincidence, most probably, that 
this Resolution has been brought be­
fore the House fcr discussion and 
suggestion on this day. As the Minister 
has told us, the national policy was 
framed in 1974. It has been taken two 
years now. He has himself said that 
the Committee under the Chairman* 
ship of Shri Ganga Saran Singh, sub­
mitted a report in 1968. Government 
took some time to process it. Most 
probably it started acting upon some 
of the recommendations made in the 
report and the Report of the Minislry 
contains a catalogue of the various 
work done by the Ministry in this 
regard.

I must assure the Minister that on 
this particular question, there can be 
no question of any political differ­
ence. We are all agree.! on this 
question that the children should get 
the utmost attention and care. They 
are the nation's biggest assets and 
whatever we dp for their development, 
growth and welfare should be con­
strued as an investment or the means 
of developing human resources which 
would ultimately stiagihen the nation. 
And from that point of view, the 
nation should be assured of all co­
operation from all parties.

I must also compliment him for the 
work that he has done in his own 
district and set an example to the 
people as to how voluntary work 
could be done without the help of 
any organised State assistance. But 
I would like him to carry this message 
of child welfare or voluntary work 
to other districts in his own State 
So far as this subject is concerned, I 
must tell you that the welfare work 
cannot take place without involving 
the people, voluntary agencies working 
for this purpose, and the support of 
State in this task.

Here, I would like to point out that 
the problem of child welfare is a 
gigantic problem. It is a dossal pro­
blem and if you look at the figures 
worked out by the Ganga 
Singh Committee you will be convinc­
ed that the problem does not mean
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only the welfare of the child but it 
alee include the welfare of the preg­
nant women and nursing mother*. 
According to what Committee, the 
r-hiM papulation, pregnant women and 
ninNtiwg mothers constitute 62 per cent 
of the total *>opulation. This would 
mean that a population of about 300 

was to be taken can* of 
through welfare services in terras of 
health', nutrition, education and other 
welfare activities. And if you take 
the present total population of 600 
mil linn, thin percentage would work 
out to about 37 crores people in the 
category. That means 37 crores. So, 
we have to take into consideration the 
needs of the welfare services of these 
people in terms of health nutrition, 
education an i other welfare activities.
17.35 his.

[Mr. Speaker tn the Chair]
The problem has been made more 
complicated by the present trend of 
urbanisation. People are now going to 
the cities because industrial develop­
ment has made a change in our whole 
environment. Cities have grown up 
giving rise to slum areas. People in 
search o f employment go to ciiies, 
stay in slum areas and their families 
are exposed to such conditions which 
do not conduce to a healthy living. 
While looking at the welfare problem 
of the child, we havj to see not only 
to nutrition an<l education but aiso 
to the environment of the child. Wc 
should look to the socio-economic 
condition of the family; the geneial 
conditions in whici the child lives, 
the society in which he lives, the 
company he keeps, the attitudes and 
habits of his parents end those around 
him—all these factors have to b<» taken 
into consideration in determining the 
line of activities to deal with parti­
cular areas where those children live.

I know the government is aware of 
these problems and have started work 
on many fronts. They have been try­
ing to provide nutritious food, medi­
cines, heotel facilities supplementary

support etc. to families but whateva* 
the government has done to  far cannot 
be considered very significant against 
the background of the colosaai task 
before us. I  do net blame them, hut 
I do feel that the teak is so gigantic 
that it requires much more effort than 
what is being put in. Government 
have made a provision c l Rs. 206 crones 
durmg tile fifth plan for the social 
welfare sector. I will take the case 
of destitute children, children who 
have been abandoned, who have no 
home and are on the streets. You 
might have seen children begging on 
the streets near sweet shops, pan 
shops etc. These are the children 
who ultimately become delinquents. 
No survey has been carried out <*f 
them. The Planning Commission 
Study Group which went into it pro­
visionally gave an estimate of the 
figure of destitute children who ac­
cording to the Study Group from
0 5 per cent to the total children 
population, according to which their 
number comes to 1.05 million. Most 
of them are ii> orphanages We do 
not know the numbei of orphanages 
run in the country. Government has no 
figures as to how many children are in 
these orphanages and what are their 
conditions. A survey ought to be car 
ried out to And out the actual number 
of destitute children Government ha* 
not given us any figure about the 
number of orphanages being run. Wo 
understand that the Christian Missions 
are running about 600 orphanages 
Some private institutions also are run­
ning orphanages. Government should 
have brought out what ore the condi­
tions obtaining there According to 
a limited study of 100 orphanages, 
it appears that the conditions in these 
orphanages are not satisfactory. They 
are not able to provide services of 
a high standard. According to the 
study report, it appears in these or­
phanages the expenditure on fend is 
Rs. 22 per ehttd and on medicines Rs. 9. 
it has been found that In the orphan­
ages, the survival rate of children is 
very low *. e, one out of three. Mrs.
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Tara All Beg has stated that the 
mortality rate m 'th* orphanage* «nti 
In foundling "homes is as high as 60 
per cerlt. After a study of only a 
few months, a decline in  die I*Q. 6? 
these children is noticed. Now, the 
question is, how a r y o u  going to im>* 
prove the situation?

Thane is s&othar way. These child- 
m u  could be adopted by people. 
Unfortunately, thers is no law here 
which will give a scope to people of 
different oomrnunities to adopt child­
ren ceuld be adopted by people, 
aeeording to which the Hindus alone 
can adept children and that too from 
Hindu families. Slirimati Jayasliree 
Raiji had brought forward & Bill for 
adoption but that was not allowed 
to be passed. After that, three more 
attempts were made to bring the Bill 
in the House, but nothing hod happen­
ed. At last, the Government brought 
forward a Bill which was referred 
to the Joint Committee and it is still 
pending there. The problem of Ihn 
destitute children is very ser'ous. 
Government should take steps to get 
the Adoption Bill passed. It 
should provide scope for 
foreigners to adopt children. At one 
time, several 9tatej raised several ob­
jections and the practice of adopting 
children by foreigners was completely 
stopped. A report was published ft) 
the Press by Mr. Chhabra who made 
a study of the adopted children in 
the Scandinavian countries. There ar* 
some organisations who look after 
these adopted children who are adopt­
ed by the foreigners. It was found 
that they had not been put to ar.v 
kind of ill treatment. Now this type 
of law should be then*.

I would like to make n submission 
that there is a Guardian Act of 1H90 
according to which von ran take 
custody of a child and keen him for 
18 yean. But it does irnt provide any 
legal right to these children 83 m case 
of adapted children. It has also hap­
pened that parents have turned up 
after several years to claim theh

offspring. There is uncertainty arid 
insecurity with resoect to the ‘posHura 
of sudh children taken unfter 
"footer care” . Government should 
make a law whereby the difficulties 
whitii these destitiute children were 
facing, should ba removed.

I may submit here that there ana 
voluntary organisations which are 
looking after these children and im­
plementing special Nutrition Program­
me. The National Institute of Public 
Cooperation and Child Development 
carried out a study of some centres 
recently. Thoy have said that those 
organisations who are organising the 
special nutrition programme have not 
been very fair. Only 37 per cent are 
taking benefit out of it. The records at 
the Centres :tre not unreliable. At­
tendance marked after food distribu­
tion is only a formality at a'moat all 
the Centres. Fooi for 10 to 12 
children is left over ana is utilised by 
the organisers and their helpers 
Correct information is not disseminated 
Parents do not know the food entlle- 
ment of the children. I want to know 
whether a similar study is under con­
templation of the Government with 
regard to aher centra* not only in 
Delhi but elsewhere also so that we 
should lEnow as to what is actually 
being done. We have got some Model 
Homes run by Mother Benigna or 
Mother Tera3sa,—her "Sisu Ehavana.”
I would request the Government to 
encourage voluntary and other orga­
nizations running such homes to 
emulate their example and to entrust 
the work to people .who are genuinely 
actuated by compassion and love and 
who do not take it up as a matter of 
fashion. From destitution to delin­
quency, the road is vory smooth and 
the line vary thin. When they get 
into delinquency, these destitute child­
ren ultimately turn out to be vagrants, 
start doing small mischief and then 
they commit theft and ether ofteaoes.
I think a proper study ought to be 
made about these caaes. They are 
governed by the Children Act. Gov­
ernment have said in their report that 
they have also discovered certain lacuna-
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In regard to the working of the 
Children Act and that they are 
contemplating to amend the Act. My 
submission would be that they should 
also study the report of the Study 
Team appointed by the U.N Council 
of Social Science Research. They 
have made a study in Madras, Delhi 
and Bombay; and have reported that 
there is need for a careful screening 
system of juvenile cases at pre-and 
post-disposal levels. It has been seen 
that in some cases where the child 
is in a pre-delinquent stage, he is 
sent the juvenile court; and where 
the child is actually delinquent, he is 
sent to the Child Welfare Board for 
being looked after. There is some kind 
of a lacuna, viz. that once a child 
is sent to the children’s court, the 
difficulty would be that he cannot be 
reverted back. There is no system of 
inter-changeability in it.

The study team appointed by this 
Council has said that a screening sys­
tem should be worked out through 
classification centres comprising the 
representatives of police, the legal 
department, and the mental-health 
and social-work personnel. These 
classification centres should replace 
the present system of hurriedly brand­
ing the children as juvenile oHen'deri 
and non-juvenile offenders, by the 

police. These lacunae in the Children 
Act should be removed. I hope the 
Government will take early steps to 
amend this Act.

I now come to the question of physi­
cally handicapped children. Accord­
ing to their own estimate, about S per 
cent to 10 per cent of the child popu­
lation is handicapped. According to 
the Ganga Saran Singh Committee, the 
total number of handicapped children 
would come to 1.8 million. According 
to them, the children afflicted by 
blindness would be 0.5 million, by 
deafness 0.2 million, orthopaeclically 
handicapped 0.5 million and that those 
mentally retarded would number 0.2 
million. In other advanced countries, 
it is estimated that nine per cent, more

or tan* of the population is made up 
of handicapped Children. On that 
basis, they came the conclusion ftuit 
there will be 18 minion handicapped 

fen I n t i i .

Now, they feel that these physically 
handicapped children are not receiv­
ing adequate attention and that most 
of thesse children have suffered be­
cause of some kind of social neglect, 
income disparity, conditions in the 
society and mal-nutrition.

The other day, I have come across 
a report in the paper that 14,000 
children are suffering from blindness 
only in the South. Now, the Govern­
ment have started giving Vitamin. And
O capsules to these children and they 
are also extending this scheme to the 
North. But every effort has to be 
made to develop a proper social atti­
tude towards these children. It is not 
sufficient to educate them. It is very 
difficult to find employment for them 
after they are actually trained.

The Committee under the Chairman­
ship of Shri Ganga Saran went into 
this question in depth and reported 
that in order to deal with these physi­
cally handicapped children, to rehabi­
litate them, to restore them to a posi­
tion so that they become useful to the 
society, it will cost Rs. 3,555 crores. 
This is a colossal sum. They have 
also said that it is not beyond the re­
sources of the Government to do it. 
Therefore, they have suggested that it 
is better if we deal with only 20 per 
cent of the population in the next 20 
years and not immediately. We 
should make a modest beginning in 
this regard and 20 per cent of this 
population should be treated, restored 
to the position so that they become 
useful to the society and rehabilitate 
them in the next 20 years.

I should have liked to hear from 
the hon. Minister when he was refer- 
ring to the Ganga Saran Singh Com­
mittee's Report as to what they have 
thought about this suggestion. They 
have mentioned about these physicaBy
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handicapped children and that they 
jure going to set op five national in­
stitutes. May I submit that they have 
not bean able to deal with this subject 
cm a massive scale? At'the moat, they 
can »"■<«> fftigfct change here and 
than. It requires a lacier effort. I 
agree that financial constraints are
there, the Government cannot do it 
alone and the responsibility also de­
volves upon the people, the voluntary 
organisations and the society. It is 
our job to co-operate with the Govern­
ment in this great endeavour lor the 
welfare of the children and lor the 
proper growth and development of the 
children so that they become good citi­
zens.

Therefore, I would say that In this 
year which is a national year for the 
children, Government should launch 
a programme by which you can create 
a national consiousness and aware­
ness among the people which will 
assume the shape o f a national move­
ment backed by the Government so 
that people could come forward to 
take upon themselves the responsibi­
lity for looking after these children.

I know that the country is moving 
on the road to progress. We are 
going ahead. The Government is also 
aware of the problem of slum areas. 
They are also aware of the problem 
o f the landless population which is one- 
third of the entire population. Natu­
rally, they have to initiate program­
mes in which they could get people’s 
cooperation with enthusiasm.

The hon. Minister cited the example 
of his district, how he initiated the 
programme whereby without govern­
mental support, he has been able to 
fight the scourge of whooping cough, 
diptherla and tetanus. Similar efforts 
have to be made elsewhere and on the 
same popular front Then alone we 
can flght this challenge, meet this chal­
lenge posed by the gigantic problem.

Onoe, again, I would submit to the 
hon. Minister that while replying to 
the debate in the next session, when­
ever it takes place he may consider
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these suggestions, how he la going to 
enlist the support of the people, how 
he is going to create national con­
sciousness and how he is going to 
create national movement so that the 
child welfare work is considred as 
the responsibility of the entire popu­
lation and the entire nation.

With these words, I thank the bon. 
Minister for giving us an opportunity 
to discuss the National Policy for 
children.

ME. SPEAKER: The debate will 
continue later on.

17.57 h n .

STATEMENT RE:

PAYMENT OF BONUS TO L.I.C.
EMPLOYEES

M R SPEAKER: The statement to 
be made by the Finance Minister, Mr. 
C. Subramaniam.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): 
Sir, before the Finance Minister makes 
a statement, I would like to say that 
the point raised by me and by Mr. 
Somnath Chatterjee was that on 21st 
of this month, Calcutta High Court 
gave a judgement declaring that the 
reduction of bonus was illegal and mala 
fide. Whether it is the Government or 
the LIC, we do not know, they asked for 
a stay order before the Division Bench 
of the Calcutta High Court and the 
Division Bench disallowed it.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM): The hon. 
Member may be more up-to-date with 
regard to the information. I am giving 
whatever information I have.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Hon’ble Mem­
bers are aware of the policy decisions 
taken by Government in regard to 
payment of bonus. Employees of the 
LIC/GIC and Banks are not coveted 
by the Payment of*Bonus Act, 1965 and


