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Mil. SPEAKER: Papers laid. 

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: 1 ha\e givm 
In writing that I .... ant to raise an important 
maller-about finding Rs. 8() lakhs in a 
locker ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Without my permis-
sion you cannot raise it. 

11.41 lin. 

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 

REVIEW ASD ASSL'AL RlroRT OF MADRAS 

FrRTIlIZIRS L.TD .• M,\J)RA' 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI P. C. SFTH!) : 
I bel to lay on the Table a WI') each of 
the following papers (llindi and English 
versions) under sub-section (I) of !lCCtion 
619A of the Companies A"t. 1<15'; :-

(I) Review t>y the Government on 
the working of the Madras 
fertilizers limited, Madras, for 
t he year 196,)-70. 

(2) Annual Report of the Madras 
Fertilizer> limited, Madras, for 
the year 1%<)-70 along with the 
Audited Accounts and the 
comments of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General thereon. 
l Placed in Library. See No. 
LT-684;7IJ. 

ESTIMA1ES COMMITIEE 

SECOND REPORT 

SHRI K. N. TIWARY (Bettiah): I 
prescot the second Report of the Estimates 
Committee on the Ministry of Shipping 
and Transport-Tuticorin and Mangalore 
POrll. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
FIHH REPORT 

DR. LAXMINARAIN PANDEY 
(MandBaur): I present the Fifth Report of 

S.M.S. 0/ Ro"rk~/a Sleel p/QIII (Slatt.) 
the Public Accounts Commillee regarding 
Audit Report (Civil) 1970 relatins to 
the Ministry of Works, Housillg and Urban 
Development. 

12.42 br.r. 

STATEMENT RE. COLLAPSE OF A 
PORTION OF STEEL MELTING 

SHOP OF ROURKELA STEEL 
PLANT 

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI MOHAN KUMARA-
MANGAL\M) : Sir, I regret to have to 
report to the Ho~sc a major mishap that 
<x:curred in the Rourkela Steel PllU1t on the 
night of Ihe 11th. 12th July, In 1. Following 
heavy and inccssant rain for about two hours, 
a part of the roof structure of t he Steel 
Melting Shop over a length of about 150 
metres "ollapscd round that midnight. One 
worker lost his life and 13 workers received 
injuries. 

I have personally been to the Steel 
Plant on the 17th instant to see the damage 
and discuss t he problems direct with the 
Management. 

The structure that has collapsed is part 
of the roof covering the pit side, the charg-
ing bay and the mixer bay of the l. D. 
Converters. Out of a tota.l roof area of 
38,000 sq. metres in the Steel Melting Shop 
the damBie covers an area of about 10,000 
sq. metres. The roof sheeting as well as 
the roof trusses and the roof legs in this 
area have !;ollapscd but the main columns 
do not appear to have been damaged. Nine 
of the cranes in this area, the lime conveyor 
belt system, t he oxygen line and the water 
and the Iteam IinCli have suffered dama.ge 
and some of this is quite serious. There 
appears to be no damage to the coavertors 
themselves or to any other equipment in the 
Steel Meltin, Shop. The area coverins the 
4 opcn hearth furnaces is intact. 

Production in the Steel Melting Shop 
came t~ lID immediate halt as a result of the 
accident. In view of the consequent lack 
of off-take of hot metal, two blast furnaces 
were bankcd and only the other two conti-
nued to operate. Coke oven pushing 
allO came down. Sublequently, coke oveo 
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pushing has been stepped up with arrange-
ments to move the coke produced in excess 
of the Plant's present rec;uirements to other 
steel plants which need them. 

The Plant Management took immediate 
steps to put the open hearth furnaces hack 
into operation and one of them has been 
commissioned and is working from the 17th. 
All the open hearth furnaces are expected 
to be commissioned hy the end of this 
week. This should give about 500 tonnes 
of steel a day for rolling purposes. The 
Plant has a stock of cold steel ingots 
which can supply another 500 tonnes a day 
for rolling. 

Arrangements for immed,ate repair of 
the equipment that has been damaged have 
already been taken in hand. The CEDB 
has commenced the preparation of drawings 
and designs for the rebuilding work. 
Orders have been issued to provide steel 
for this work on overriding priority. The 
requirement of tools and tackle has been 
calculated and action is being taken to 
obtain these on an immediate basis. 
Arrangement have been made, on a priority 
basis for fabrication in the Plant of as 
much as possible of structural steel required 
for reconstruction and for supply of the 
remaining quantities from outside. It is 
expected that, out of about 1500 tonnes of 
structural steel required for reconstruction, 
about 570 tonnes can be fabricated in the 
Plant itself and the rest will have to be 
secured from outside. 

A programme for the rebuilding of the 
roof structure and for the recommissioning 
of the Steel Melting Shop has been drawn 
up by the Plant. Production from the 
L.D. Convertors is not expected to start 
before the beginning of September when one 
Convertor is likely to be commissioned. 
According to present assessment, it is expec-
ted that the rebuilding of the roof struc-
tures and the recommissioning of all 
the L. D. Convertors will take about 6 
months. Every effort will be made to 
reduce this period as much as possible. 
Meanwhile it is proposed to advance capital 
repair programmes in those sections of the 
Plant were work is expected to slow down 
during the reconstruction. 

There will be a shortfall in the tJtal 
production of steel as a result of this 
unfortunate accident. An assessment is 
beinll made of the likely shortfall and the 

steps that have to be taken to make up the 
deliciencies for the essential users. 

The Plant Management has already set 
up a fact linding Committee to collect all 
available evidence relating to the mishap. 
There is no obvious reason which can 
explain this accident. It is therefore consi-
dered important to have a detailed and 
independent enquiry. Government have 
accordingly decided to set up a high-level 
Technical Committee to go into the reasons 
for the accident. The Committee is also 
being requested to recommend methods 
which may be adopted to repair the damage 
in the minimum time. The Committee 
will consist of the following persons :-

(I) Lt. General, R. A.-CHAIRMAN 
Loomba, Engineer-
in-<:hief, Army-
Headquarters. 

(2) Shri Dinesh Mohan,-MEMBER 
Director, Central 
Building Research 
Institute, Roorkee. 

(3) Shri H. P. Bodhan-MEMBER 
wala, Technical 
Adviser, Tata Iron 
and Steel Company 
Ltd., Jamshedpur. 

It is e"tremely unfortunate that, at a time 
w ben production of Rourkela was showing 
signs of picking up, an accident of this type, 
which is unprecedented in tbe hi.tory of the 
steel industry in India, should have taken 
place. I would only like to assure the 
House that no effort will be spared to repair 
the damage as quickly as possible, to 
reduce the effect on steel supplies to the 
minimum, and to bring back the Plan t to 
full production on the highest priority. 

Fortunately, considering the magnitude 
of the accident, the loss of buman life has 
been small. I am sure the House will join 
me in expressing heart felt sympathy for tbe 
members of the bereaved family of the one 
worker who lost bis Ii fe. 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS ose-

SHR I P. K. DEO (Kalahandi) : This is 
not the lirst time that such an accident has 
occurred. 

SHRI N. SREEKANTAN 
(Quilon) : Allot a time for discussion. 

NAIR 
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SHRI P. K. DEO : This is a bunalina 
of Ihe manaaemenl . (I"urr"pt/oll). No pre-
c.sulion is laken. 

MR. SPLAKER: Order, order. No 
queslion or remark can be made "ithout 
my permission. Hon. Members mould nOI 

ddy Ihe Chair. 

SHRI D. K. PANDA (Bhanjanapr): 
Sir, I have writlen 10 you about Ihi. 
and asked for lime for d,,.;ussion(l,,,,.rrllp-
tioll). 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, I'IC&~. No 
qucslion of gi"ing names, According 10 the 
rules. no qu~ti,'n <:'In be as)..ed. 

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): The 
slatemenl should be circulaled. 

MR SPEAKER: It will be cir.:ulated. 
II is laid on Ihe Table of lhe ~owe. 

SHI! I D. K. PANDA: I ha"c made a 
requcsl .. ( r,,:"ruptilJlr). 

MR. SPEAKER: It j, n,'1 per"rlli,.iblc 
under the rulc<;. 

SHRI MOHAN KLMARAMANGLAM 
Sir, rna) I be permilled to say Ihis ? As 
many copies as hon. Member. \o\ .. nl will be 
made of Ihis slalement, and circulaled. I 
have myself come f .. rward 10 make this 
slalement. as !OOt1 as I know the accidenl 
on return from abroad. The hon. Speaker 
kn~ lhis. Obviously, on such a ,;crious 
malter, DObody~ishc:s 10 hide anything. 

SOME liON. MEMBERS r<1JC-

U","ruptio,,). 

MR. SPEAKER: Order. order. 

12.49 ...... 

STATEMENT RE. PUNCTUALITY OF 
TRAINS 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA): Sir, I am 
makina a statClDCllt aD the punctuality of 
traina. 

Hon'ble Members ",ill recall tbat on 
1-6-71, I had Slated in Ihe House that steps 
would be laken 10 bring about an im-
provemenl in Ihe punctuality of puICIlICf 
Irains. 

I had 10 make an exceplion in the cue 
of lrains runnin8 in Ihe Eastern Region for 
well-known reasons. 

The campaign W11S launched wilh a 
circular D.O. leiter No. 71-TTIV/24!4 daled 
:!nd June, 1971. Copics of this D.O. 
leller were sent to all the Members of Parlia-
ment. 

The main point of the cif<;~lar ",as 10 
make it clear Ihat I'romotional prospects of 
ollkers al all levels will be adjudJed by 
Iheir performance in running trains on lime. 
Every lrain is being watched 10 fix responsi-
bilily on Ihe concerned ollkiall. 

The performanL"C of 19 imporlant Express 
lrains arri"ing Delhi is being specially 
walched. During the IO-day period imme-
diately I'recedin8 the drive hardly 8 trains 
arri"ed on time and II Ira ins were running 
abnormally lale. The position now is that 
every day I ~ out of Ihe 19 Irains arrive 
Del hi on lime. The ot her 4 Irains generally 
are No. RS Assam Mail. No. 7 Toofan 
EXl'ress, Nil. \.1 LJl'per India FXl'ress, and 
No. II HO"Tah-Delhi Express, all of which 
run Ihrough Ihe Easlern Railway. 

Out 01 the importan t long distance 101 
trains on t he system. 5~ used to reach on 
lime previously. The figure ha, DO'" come 
ul' 10 70. The balance J2 trains which 
run laic are mostly thO'>e which rUD Ihrough 
lhe troubled Easlern region. 

The percenlage puncluality of Broad 
GauleMail and Expres., Irains on the 
Cenlral Railway was 61.5% during the 
lO-day period ending 1~71. It has now 
increased to 93.9%. On the Northern 
Railway, Ihe pcrcentaae went up from 82.4 
10 94.2%. The performance of the North-
east Frontier RailWlly went up from JOOk 
10 95%. The Soulhern Railway Improved 
from 82.1% to 96.3%. The South Central 
showed an improvement from 17% to 95%. 
The Western Railway showed an improve-
IIMfIt from SO. I % to 95.1%_ The Ealtern 
Rai:way improved from 24,8% to 47.5% and 
the South Eastern Railway from 61.9% to 
69,5%. In respect of Metre Gauae. 
Northern Railway sho~ an improvement 
from 8.5% 10 92.7%, Nortbeaat Frontier 
Railway from 75% 10 88.8%. Soulhern 


