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The State Government has also taken
vigorous steps for the removal of un.
touchability and has increased the
reservation quota for employment of
Scheduleg Castes and Scheduled Tribes
in gazetted posts of the State Gov.
ernment, It has also been decided to
set yp a Harijan Development Cor.
poration for the socio-economic uplift.
ment of the Scheduleg Castes.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR
GRANTSB (GUJARAT), 1974-75

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE): I
beg to present a statement showing
Supplementary Demands for Grants in
respect of the State of Gujarat for the
year 1974_75.

15.62 hrs.

RAILWAY BUDGET, 1975-76—
GENERAL DISCUSSION

MR, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now we
take up the General Discussion on the
Railway Budget, Shri Samar Mukher-
jee.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
{(Howrah): Mr, Deputy-Speaker, Sir,
this time, the Railway Mimster has
presented an optimistic budget and it
has heen called a surplus budget.
There has been no rise in fares or
{reight rize as it was done last year.

That was because the election 18
coming. So, the railway budget is pre-
sented in sucn a way that it helps the
ruling party to win the election. That
ig why this budget has been presented
in such an optimstic way. This budget
has raised high hopes. But, from the
reports, it is clear that the railway is
sick and that sickness cannot be cured
by this budget. It is illusory and
absolutely unrelated to reahty. The
Minister, for example, hag said in his
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budget speech that the Railways
are seeing the end of the tunnel. You
should know that the tunnel iz not one
that you can pass it over. But, you are
going too deep in another tunnel. In
the railway tracks, there are so many
tunnels and when the train tumbleg in
darkness inside such a tunnel, nobedy
will come to rescue you at that time!

What 1s the basis on which this
optimism hag been expredfsed? You
have furfher said that the prospects of
the next year will depend on the
growth of the industry and our agricul-
tural economy as also the cost of living
index. So, your expectation is that
the cost of living index will go down.
But, the actual reality is just the re.
verse, The economy is not recovering.
It is further worsening and deierlafat.
ing
budget

I again guote from your

speech:

“There iz a general apprehension
amongst economic analysts that re-
cession-cum-inflation will deepen
and economy in the highly deve-
loped countries will get worse he-
fore it gets better in 1975-76."

You admit this, But you know also
that day in and day out our Prime
Minister and all the Ministers are
saying that there are forces which are
beyond our control for which this rise
in prices is taking place and this has
become a global phenomenon. Here
your idea is to completely isolate the
Indian economy from the international
economy and you expect that our eco-
nomy will be less bloomy, if not vosi-
tively better. This is not a realistic
assessment. I do not know some as-
trologer might have advised that the
coming year will be a bright year but
the observation of that astrologer is
beyond this debate. So, I am not
going into it. There was a news.tem
in the Press that even the timing of
the presentation of the budget was
changed on the basis of the advice of
an astrologer.
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHR1 KAMALAPATI TRIPATHI).
Many funny things appear in the
Press.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: I am
not going into that, I am only saying
this is not the analysis of a realist,
The gituation of the Indian economy
is going to be further worsened and
ulready the General Budget has been
presented and you have seen how a
heavy burden of indirect taxation has
been imposed on the common massges
and the prices of the commodities are
rising up beyond the calculation. ¥You
have calculated that only a marginal
increase has been made in the freight
charges of foodgrains and iron-ore
ete. and you expect there will be no
such big impact on the rise of prices
of foodgrains but in actual reality in
our economy that is not the fact he-
cause whenever the trader gets the
slightest scope 1o raise the prices,
such as rige in freight, they use that
to their maximum advantage. Already
the Presidentf of the All.India Food-
grains Dealers Association has com-
mented that the proposed freight
structure worked out to be rather
steep ranging from 75 per cent on the
long haul and 90 per cent on the short
haul. They will certainly make use
of this excuse to push up food prices
particularly when they know the Gov-
ermnment is unwilling to check price-
rise. There will be efforts in favoyr
of inflation and that is why the basis
on which yvou have expressed vour
optimism is unrealisticc. The reality
is just the opposite.

The second thing is there c#nhnot be
any basic improvement in the health
of the Railways and in the adminis-
tion unless the Government of India
thinkg in ferms of basically changing
the whole seteup of the railway ad-
ministration. The old pattern which
was set-up by colonial powers is =t
there. There is the same Railway
‘Board and there ig the same top heavy
bureaucracy which is running the
Rallway administration. You are fol-
lowing the same old pattern in regard
fo allocation and  disbursement of
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money. This system of payment to
the general revenues was introduced
by the British in 1924, In 1924, this
was first introduced.

“The system of Railways paying
dividend to general revenues began
in 1924. The then British Govern-
ment separated the Railways from
the General Budget, introduced in-
dependent budgetting for the Rail-
ways and began charging dividend
from the Railways. What is inter-
esting is that the dividend charged
at that time wag only 1 per cent.
It rose to 4 per cent in 1950-51. Up
to 1963.64, the rate of dividend
charged on the capital invested was
5.5 per cent and since then the rate
is 6 per cent.”

This is a big dent on the finances of
the Railways.

Another thing iz the social burden.
Up till now, you are carrying on the
same old policy of giving concessions
to big business and for that, the com-
mon man is to pay and bear the heavy
burden. In this year also, the social
burden is of the order of Rs. 203
crores. It has been repeatedly eriti-
cised that why should the common
people bear this secial burden of the
big monopoly capitalists. They are
made to pay higher fares and when
freight is raised, the entire burden is
distributed on the customers. Imme-
diately, the prices of various com-
modities rise. On the one hand, they
are fleecing the customers and on the
other, they are taking full advantage
from the Railways. If this is not
changed bhasically, how can we im.
prove the conditions of the common
people and the finances of the Rail-
ways You cannot improve.

Moreover, in regard to the perform-
ance of the Railways, which the hon.
Minister has dealt with in his budget
speech, it shows that the health of the
Rallways is not good and there is no
basis for the optimism which the hon.
Minister has expressed in his budget
speech.

I am only citing certain figures be-
cause there is not much time at my
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disposal, First, you have calculated
that the traffic will increase. Your
calculation is that it will increase to
192 million tonnes or something like
that. But, our experience is this.

«palling far short of the targets
is an old story with the Railways.
In the Fourth Plan, the Railway
Board set up a traffic target of 265
million tonnes by the end of 1973-74.
This was scaled down to 240 mil-
lion tonnes at the time of the mid-
term appraisal, and then to 215
million tonnes a year later.”

But, the actual performance is 185
million tonnes. This is the target and
this is the performance. What is it
that there is a big gap? This shows
the total inefficiency of the entire
bureaucratic set up. But, you cannot
get rid of that. Because, the whole
Government is defending capitalism
and that is the reason why they are
dependent on the bureaucrats. They
cannot believe the railway employees,
the railway workers and they cannot
involve them in the administration of
the Railways and there lies the real
tragedy and the real failure. What is
the position of the economy”

“Despite tall claims by the Rail-
way Minister about the efficient
working of the Railways, he had to
admit that the indebtedness of the
Railways on 31st March 1974 rose
to Re. 208.02 crores.”

1978-74 was truly in all respects a
depressing year—this is your admis-
sion. Then what is the position?
‘Matters became worse during 1974-
75'—this is your budget speech. Des-
pite a big mise in passenger fares, the
pudgetary deficit was expected fo be
Rs. 128.19 crores. Then you have ad-
mitted that the Plan outlay has heen
reduced Referriing to the Plan ocutlay
of Rs. 308 crores fnr 1974.75, the Rail-
way Minister noted that the allocation
was even less thun the reduced allot-
ment for the current year. So after
all this, now you expect that the next
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year will in your language, be one of
‘stablisation, growth, promise’, t{hough
you admitted that it not positively
better it will be loss gloomy. These
are two contradictory assessments.
Both are in your language. Is this
not an election budget?

SHRI KAMLAPATI
Where is the election?

TRIPATHI:

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: It is
coming next year, This is the last
year before election.

AN HON. MEMBER: How do you
know?

S_HRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: It will
be in February 1976 before the budget.
Then another budget will come,

If you are really serious about im-
proving the condition of the Railways,
you have to change the colonial pat-
tern and colonial system. You have
to take the full co-operation of the
workers and employees, The target
which this hudget hag set regarding
increase in freight tonnage or passen.
gers is not on the basis ot previous
experiences, and not based on realily.

In order to improve the finances, in
the past also we made several
suggestions. Even during our nego-
tiations hefore the strike, we gugges-
ted that we are prepared to co-
operate with the Railway Adminis-
tration if thev are seriously prepared
to stop corruption in the Railways
and solso to stop various other mal-
administrative practices. We gsuggest-
ed that a Committee should be form-
ed teking into it representatives of
the various Unions so that we can
seriously undertake a drive against
corrupt practices. But that proposal
was rejected outright.

Today there was a call attention
motion. It was admitted by the
administration that in one Division
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slone, theft amounted to Rs. 18 lakhs.
Shri Qureshi stated in reply to a
question that each year Rs, 20 crores
are being wasted on this, Moreover,
there are claims to be met. You know
the corrupt practice of ‘assisted
siding’ that is going on. I have some
figures and documents here. For
want of time, I cannot go in detail
into them. But these private partles
are using these sidings called assisted
sidings where wagons are kept in a
disjointed condition for these com-
panies, In Bilaspur, there are
severa] companies which are given
assisted sidings. There is a cement
company, another the Oriental Paper
Company. There is a large amount
of dues unrealiseq from these com-
panies, They are not paying all these
moneys. I have got a report that
nearly Rs, 50 lakhs are due from
those companies. That is pot belng
realised. By the use of those assisted
sidings, you are wasting nearly Rs. 2
crores in one division alone. There
are niwore thap fifty divisions in the
nine zonal railways and this type of
wastage alone would come to pearly
Rs. 100 crores. This ig the type of
eorruption that gnes on Without the
involvement of the officials, this
cannot take place,

Huge sumy; of money are being
spent by the Railways due to agree-
ments with American collaboration
companies for diesel engines and
other parts. Here is a release hy
the public relations department of the
Southeastern Railway and I do not
want to read it as it will take much
time, 1t gives an analysis of such
agreements, The diesel engines were
defective or too costly and below
standard. They are not fulfllling the
targels. Due tu this a huge amount
of money is Feing wasted by the rail-
ways, This type of forelgn contracts
must be cancelled and our rail in-
dustry musi stand on its own feet or
on its own wheels,

Yl' now come to industrial relations.
ou have given the heading: indus-
trfal relations but without constder-
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ing the reilway as an industry, 1
raised the question yesterday also.
The ILO hag declared that the Rail-
ways should be treated as an in-
dustry; Miabhoy tribunal also said so.
The Cglcutta High Court and other
High Courts also have said so. We
shall be repeating this demand till it
is conceded. You have said that
labour relations have ghown consider-
able improvement after the umhappy
events of May last. It is not correct.
Lebour relations have pot at all im.
proved. The Railwaymen have been
brutally suppressed and victimisation
is still going on. The railwaymen have
been forced to accept further workload
ang your budget has acknowledged it.

The Railway Minister in his speech
has appreciated the all round increase
in productivity which has lately taken
place. But that has come about by
imposing heavy work load on the
railwaymen. But this is most un-
healthy. You are creating conditions
of terror and keeping the Railwaymen
in abject slavery. By this you can get
some resulls for the time being, but
this cannot improve relations. Bitter-
ness 1n gradually growing and the
storm is gathering and it will burst in
future apgain if you do not change
vour total athitude.

I bave got some reports which show
how railwaymen are belng treated.
The Secretary of the Loco Running
Staff Association has written on
10.2.1975 to Shri Qureshi as under:—

“The dismissedq Railwaymen who
were arrested prior to the strike and
against whom there is no charge of
sabotage and violence have not been
taken back to duty as yet. Not only
this, but the strange thing is that
their dismissals are being confirmed
by the DSs also. Even last week
several letters confirming the dis-
missals bave been issued by the
different Divisional Superintendents
ot several divisions.”
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Even your announcement about the
condonation of break in services Is
not being implemented and at the
lower levels thy bureaucrats are say-
ing that whatever may be the Minis-
ter’s pronouncement on the floor of
the House, till they receive written
orders they will not condone break 1n
service.

The situation is worsening further.
Several times the late Railway Minis-
ter announced on the floor of the
House that he would negotiate with
associations which have not ¥eed
granted recognition, but whenever they
want to prepent their case before the
local officers, the officers refuse to talk
with them. They are able to sit with
the Minister and the Railwdy Board
Members in the Grievance Committee
here, but even the Members of th2
Grievance Committee are not cnter-
tained by the local officers,

One Assistant Engineer, Mr M. S.
Nagarajan, has sent a secret letter to
all officers as follows:—

“dn a secret meeting of the local
officers with the S. M. (W) ijf has
been decided that tfo tackle the
probable situation of a total strike
it will be barely necessary to exact
dismissal orders against the follow-
ing union cffice bearers

I assure that if T am selected as
an Emergency Officer a8 has been
given the understanding, I shall
implicate these ring leaders by any
manner of means: S. N. Sinha,
N K. Prasad, B. P Sahai etc.”".

This is absolutely jungle rule. A
conspiracy is going on to remove the
trade union leaders from Railway
service in this way. There are so
many caseg where loyal workerg have
been rewarded. In the Eastern Rail-
way there is an order in which even
the name of person appointed has not
been mentioned. It is only said Shri
{Name not given), son of Shri H P.
Hazara is appeinted. People without

MARCH 5, 1975

Rly. Budget, 276
1975-76—Gen, Disc.
the required experience or gualifica-
tions are given jobs and promotions
supperseding  their  seniors whose
promotions have fallen due

This is the letter written by the
General Secretary of the ERMU's
Central Office, Eastern Railway:—

“Retahative Transfer Orders are
still being made. 200 strikers are
under order of transfer. Transfers
are being madc at the instance of
Railwaymen's Congress. Re-instat-
¢d Casual Labours and Substitutes
are being treated as fresh entrants
to such persons who have heen
engaged long after the strike. Fresh
appointments are being made even
now keeping the strikers at bay.”

So, the old workers are not being
taken. So many High Courts have
given judgments The High Courts
of Calcutta, Andhra Pradesh, Guj&rat
and Kerala have given judgments
against the Railway Board’s action.
They have asked the mailway admi-
nistration tg take back all those who
have been dismissed or whose ser-
vices have been terminated, even in
regard to causua]l workers The Rail-~
way Board, instead of accepting the
verdict, are not only dishonouring
those orders bul even going on
appeal. Today T have received a letter
from the Western Railway Employees'
Union saying:

“l am here to communicate to you
that very very welcome and glo-
rious news thay the Gujarat Divi-
sion Bench have rejected the appeal
of the Western Railway against the
judgment of the single judge, hold-
ing the dismissal of the employees,
connected with the May. 1974 glo-
rious struggle as illegal”

Even the appeal has been dismissed
but he has writtem that the Railway
Board is thinking in terms of appeal-
ing to the Supreme Court.

There is open violation of the
safety measures. 1 have written zo
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many letters to the Minister pointing
out that no safety rules are being
followed. Trains were allowed to
move even without breakevans and
without guards and that has caused
serious accidents. There wag a scrious
accidents at Nimdih about which 1
wrote a letter to Shri L. N. Mishra.
Day before yesterday there was one
accident and just now my friend, Dr.
Sardish Roy tells me that all the
traing are being diverted because of
that accident which occurred. The
reason was that the brake was not in
proper condition. With half brakes or
no brakes trains are allowed to move.
The guards who refuse to run sdch
trains are being penalised. This is
absolutely illegal. There was an acci-
dent to the Darjeeling Mail in January
causing so many deaths because of the
defect in EMU coaches, So, thorough
enquiries must be made. It has Been
admitted in the budget speech and in
the Year Book supplied by the Rail-
way Board that the major part of
rolling stocks has not been repaired
or overheauled for 50 or 60 years!
The old rolling stock are being used.
After all this, to say that next year is
aun year of promise and railways are
heading towards progress is an abso-
Jutely wrong assumption and wrong
optimism not corroborated by real
facts. Conditions in the railways will
further deteriorate if industral rela-
tions are not improved. This 15 a
very vital issue which you must take
into consideration Dismissal cases
must he reviewed and all should be
taken back. The declaration given
here must be immediately implement-
ed because at the base, the bureau-
<racy is causing heavy uobstruction:
In his budget speech, the Minister
aas stated that only cases of violence
and sabotage will be treated separa-
tely : All the others will be taken
ck. But now Shri Qureshi nas
hdded the word “intimidation” and

. Tripathi immediately yielded to
Wat. This is how the Minister is
eldng to the pressure of the Rail-

¥ Board, to the pressure of the

reaucracy. So, I would request the
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Minister to stick to the assurance
given by him on the floor of the House
and not to add “intimidation™. I
would again reouest him mot 1o yleld
to the pressure ol the Railway Board.
I warn you that a storm is gathering
that it will burst forth and you will
be wholly beld responsible, along
with the Railway Board, for this
calamity.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I havea
reguest from the Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs to ration the time of
the) Congress members to ten minutes
each. I hope they will bear that in
mind. It is their internal party
arrangement.

o AN w7 qowe  (FH-
qT) : WA JUTeqN wEIET, ag ATw
g ¥ fF mEawrea ¥ 15§ Y=
a & = F & gvor qrvAT o waa-
ofy faadt st &1 afadeT 5% @ik
I F T YT @ 9T FT TR
€ | awg fA T eria ¥ froefr 2w
¥ W@ T T WL qAA FT rqer
T T 59 A 9R a9f sawar
% ¥ A7 0% A A I A

gt FEEA ° fr oawe Foww
% afz gt @ 37 * fefeamss s
F1 w1 e, ST 3fF dum & ady
arar, 79 fa¥ w7 F w7 @F @ F—
OF qEAT I RT THIUA FT TAC HyaT
2 1 afeT & 5 Y aerT A" LT #
A #1367 & g g T,
ag &1 wza ve ferd A 3 @, wre
F qg W 97 THT &4 %1 AT 99 *67
w47 fawar | AfFT =7 1 § 97 avs,
Foq & F97 WA &, 9 & 398 waoy
o & ®ie = o § 1w am =fd,
w9 ¥ 79 4T W dAr |
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31 AF A T ¥ gEEY e
TO T wrerd WY § 1 @y ¥ og §
for a1 &1 @ FET TR g—
g 18 3 5 w7 fef o a A
wrE QX &1 EoE Ag fEar, wrE
# #r§ afg 7 N, 7 awt v § ok
T A W ¥, fad w9 mmeww
%z agrn @ 9 Ay o 5 fad
fe st #1 #E 7 w6 wfar A
freremr €1 91 | W F A oF agw
A O WAl A—AT W T
formr 2, 99 & gt fadndt =o7 & ard
awAE wEw g TS, 9 o & f
qION S At I w7 afaa-
I W A A &7 o
& Jrae W FwmEw ¥ R swe
¥ feedem W ¥ ) 7@ ST A e
¥ for, ot frlt & T@Frd & wrwy,
SowT ¥ ur 3 a1 e & ey
¥ W W wmEw A WRT 2 o 9,
OF |TAT FT HHA g WX & war o ¥
Wy &= fF § g9 awT 71 oo
aF &1 Aifae 7 @, afes fedemer
RIT TF GgAE | FIF FL a0 d|r
dmEfFFa NIRRT I E S ¥
X aF TgET # AW e A% faw
gr &, o &1 o At agw gar g g,
ﬁqammﬁﬁm“’{“w
W afe ag=ar ° @ &1 39 7 9T @
Sar & 1 ww oy sy & svamaw @
et wEd & fR IR 61 ATt A
fera & fad, o7 1 @l & fa,
T7 & ofa & qur F fay, 9w 0%
HATA: IO BRI IE WRN TR
FY WIEAT FT qATAE T a4, AGF qHH
ag Aegs w6 wdl S & S s

fear & ag U g
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W ¥ q1% O WK 93T W gemy
m%raﬂmmmmﬁﬁv
fenfaar #Y, fiverr s & oW ay
AT F W fedRr ey, R
W FAfed wafeat & wv § M-
T fiwa ax gfr o dew §
ﬁﬁmﬁﬁqwm&&aﬁw
¥ for foder sifer afe | o
%mwﬂ@mmﬁmt

a1 99 ¥ F« Y FEwAT R G Foray-
i #, ¥z gfmAi ), w3 ow &
A frafeat & & shafafy g
& caasr @, frandt seifrs
AR g swfere #® aey
A S AT qTE A7 oY WY FY roraErEr
Afaf ¥ s foear A af o e
T g% AY gear & 1w\ Y Gy
TR O & AT F awfr g g
fr 7 a1 9w i g vE, e
I H I3 @ AR wEd 8 opr
q AR AT WA IS T A Pt
faamt avd @ o) 37 F e
T fad 1 At 3 & fad o wr & wrfnne
frar & @ & far 3w w1 gaw =
WY FT F={AE FET |

TH AW qF @z & @y a3
o7 ag 9% fF wgi A ¥ iy
afaa arg A Fart # 1 s femr w5
F AT I X FE W FT 0F 9T 9A
e, e 3T S o w
fold = vy o o fear o
TEW TIF T ARG F AN g
At fear | 39T ¥ ofed w7 T THT-
W T AT Fw Ty qr A aqg ¥
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w9 qE ¥ 99 %1 g 6 9E
qeY 9T wWegY ¥ AR gF § AT
gt + & s s g frowm oA
greafe Agy vt W feel e Ay
¢ g9 ¥ ww@e T8 AT W g
TAAT EAT | HE Fafgy H A
WTH F FY Fifurw gl @ &, ¥O 9w
a3 ¥ g §, 3o fadw & rwm &
gt & 1 faly wY 0 TEe ¥ TvEw
Tt o wET AT “The railway
strike was a total revolution’s paw
ag UF ONT 9T S WL FY O 9T T
o7 | &1 98 B g1 AT 1 FE FETLH I A
qfer RIS AT L AT IWAARTIUE
¥ faur aga fevwm @t gt 20
T 1 afenr g # Iwfa &1 a9/
g 77 WoaT W T W AW &7 Iwa
=TT FEAT E )

ity afaa s 3 717 W\ A FS
T O T U 57 9 "wyw AT ¥
# & 9 g fF 72 ¢ oI
@ | TAT 7 g1 fF W@ 97 WEA<T #7
YT F791 &1 g 97 &1 F19 FL /17 F@r
YT T A KT g7, wgfawT g g 4w
w5 g1 Wi | sfEvEre w9 e,
O AT gE T & o
w8 fordr &Y o mrom & o fF aw A
Fegw agy werarfa & ag ¥ & weeht
I UF7 FEere w3 ¥ <@ ) 0 )
afew gafad a4 faar mar a1 fe 39 =
FT HETEY W FER ¥ FAAeY
T mfear =& W worra ¥ e
T e o | A WA @R Ay
¥ F 7w AE F Fr frw gavase
¥ AN IR AW R TR g
T | TH T ¥ gk fewrae wdw i ot
I 22 fvaT, 1974 M Avew
TOATET WA AT FT IguTEA o
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a1, 39 i #1@ F1 qarea fwar
%17 gHIY TEAAT WQRT  HUH qavast
sfwarao 7 fredr =& s w1 fors
frar o =@ wdm o forw gem
tq fawts @ & fR qure w6t s
gfaer aredfy 7 o 9w @ a@R2w
w1 41 5w fam weh st dto
gagraw F WY T & gudA faay ar |
afem s/ T =gt ar fs Frotor s
oY w4, a-arg 5y wEd 6w @
F F1 T TG 7 QX T S
oT o s fas #1 o =s g # |
gWTY HET WA 7 1T A7 TH 79 AT
o frm & fF ag &5 @ T
g wfed | #g ¢ fERT smER
(23 faream, 74) @ o @ fF oW
=T F1 fF 917 A W oaw 9™ O
gRT | TEE wE fE 10 M@ ®e &
FferaeT ®z 7 T & FI @/, AR
oY A T qaEE A g9 | gETd
T A& 4 ™ &g F fay qfa
OUHT HIT 8 I AT NIT AT E 1 A
oY TAFT FIT QA FHIEA t TEY
SFTL FEE FHFT T4 H7 ey
qTeT ¥ ATEAT #1 o wrearTT faav
qr | WY FTAT TH W QR HE )

o AT F21 AT £ R e & A
W TISEl & HTET 97 AET g |
a5t sy vran & qud ¢ B gTA
FIX Tl § AT SqAeT T, T TR
¥ qed ¥ fF Yad arer ¥ fa fraet
FHI &3, a1 39 FT 477 19 a2 F@T
27 5y ATEIR qET FOAT 21 IR
HATAT TS0 HLETIT HT foer 98 &1
AT AE TTH! HERAAT AL F7 7HFAT
WITT 977 @ A1 9Te UF Tr 8 4g
gfr w19 2w ¢, a8 w9 T ¢
T U5 TF TSY H A AH A
T gr | W fiwre wdw &, ar



Rly Budget,
1975-76--Gen. Disc.

[sre T=mad s= arvmwe]

v w2w ¥, fagre ¥, =for &, 7 §F,
I T ¥ ofvay &, woww a7 fF gy 8w
¥ St off FEwa 97 fFooag o
@y Tifed | Bwew A wTaTd
TET &Y AW £ wHAT @A ¥ g A7 |
FifE aga & ¥ ¥ ¢ g 27 AT
¥ o7 Y 3 I ofeqr 7@ g9 Wy
FATA GA-FAITAT A F A F
& afem = o 3= @1 ofgn w2
®Y ¥@ ALY AT AT TF A L9 OF TE
grm \ zw aEn ¢ B fowd oo® S
qm ¥ FE oY &1 T YoF AT gy
wfgd | w7 s fret & fewr ¥ aw
T & f 9w 1 e s &
TCEHETLT FUYT &7 7747 §, AT I H
el ¥ AAT 2 At 77 woA fEwow &
T oata & frare & 0 wrw qa &
qas AT qrwe ¢ | aw fA g7 A
& o7 O3 =T & femn w1 v A faan
FIHA W7 ATTATY HIAT AT G
FATINT | &1 9 39 99 F7 3497 A7(57 |
foe? &7 7 o1 WY AR a5 37 Iy
9, TAT AT AIT FFT AAT 2 AT AT
A A & oY e o wy Ay
HIY TFEATHT &) &7 779 & naafza
&Y AT FIVA F Al AT WHAAGH
STHFZE &1 7 KIS | 7T A2 A
ara 08 g1 78 2, faa Avr 7 @wt mar
taeswy, WA Fwr oz FmT fr
AT WU & 1,043 FiAFH 7T F vErE
gU, 37 ¥ afva &1 & 7 Ay
gfaar 71 & 1 an wfzar e 7 s
& O FVHT A% g9 & | wEEe
¥ o9 & vw arEy AF g wfuw g
¥ oo fear fv & 209 & mfenr
HWOEN HIT T8 S | qfEw
AT HEHIT &7 9T & AT fZnra #i7
o FITT QT | WY AW A OF AT
AT gE AT ® AT grarT wE w7 awd
R AW AT UF GT X FT TG E )

MARCH 5, 1875

Rly. Budget, 284
1975-716—Gen. Disc.

W ¥ 9 ¥ T wmie o gurd el
7 FE wFEe A% W T § ) wa
R FmAframacg) a8
1% g9 & Rt fiF o & A e gy
Ay FTTET AT TR ATEA 1926 F
ST AT Y 78 ¥A 0 | 7gy w9 N A
fear mr fF 31 feweaw, 1975 aw
TR ATET 9T $few e &7 faar s
At o ¥ 22 fmmaw, 1974 W
wrd ¥ Qo fan, agr wm@w wsaw
Wt 3 R owgw ¥ v ogwmT amdy
SRyTaeT & W07 ¥, I & Araa fa e
ST THY S5 AT 7 F gondy
3 a7 far & o' gg Oara e & f
30FA 1975 % AT 1976 ¥ FoT |
H 7 b W IA R AT G Y
foar 1 fomr foy 7 =iy fF 22 o
99 zemH [T 2 9T A I owEa
70,000 FW =T 7 ¥ 4 43 2O
azr & fifea s 8 g9y a7 et
s T 2w #T TAT &7 W@ 2, 04
AW & goE % (9 w9 & 61 9%
T T &, "7 FT FAAT 57 A
w7 2 fF 37 AreF o AEM AT 98
AT ATAT | o o AT ¥ fy
T WA FT T FATE AT AW A
I & FT JTT EY AFAT & 1 #Y GATL
Frivrr | Get & 7 g {8 Al 3w
U g9 aied TG HT W & ARET
TR A T FE, AT AT F wEt,
B wal SE A9 FE @ I AW
uw G afier wirsr ¥ ag= aw faw &
nyFT & foam g9 a9T T 9w |
W9 I qGTEY T AT WE AT
Frera #T ar w70 ¥ o T 98 g9l
w1 o &g # @ S AT gH A
g TIT | Y wrvaraw I faa ar, gn
OF ST FT TN FET A 3R

o forr aeft &7 9= &Y v gt K
& 59 # F7 T qrie 7
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T ¥ SETAT ST CHA K AT FY
IR GER AR Al )
&y W ¥ owm oweew 47 9w ¥
fret T 7% W oA & e ¥ fw
A AN F AT TR T
q &1 qA FAX AT KT AAHA A7 A7 4T,
oo Yo TEr &1 ¥} W AT
HTEA B, TSN ¥ AT AR £, IAN
va< FEMT FHOT FAT ATfed, widt
o1 &7 = afed el F e
g1 =iy 1 &few a1 fred zond g,
R F A AT 7R 2, 3w A e F
HYAT g R TF E W T AT 7 @
o1 Yo WAy HTOATT AT A A oA A 93
ST SET 94T & ger 947 vg 94 7,
297 A1 WIT A I GINY # ATT A
T TEH A4T3% T EW &4 % W ¥
I[E q AT AT ATEA THAZ G947 2
TS ZHA AAITA T GWIGT H AH
AT F 36 7 {97 & " goreren AT
23 a1 g9 £ | TUF FTIAAA BT AAIT
wEaaa g 20 faamar, 192 feaow
framama & Ffva g fom wawgr
39 50 AR frAAT A gw ey Y
gy F faoa sifaaw a#r 7 1 1905
¥ TR oATE A9 A7 | WTE 7O AT H
fraet ar zm % g9 ffa w7 {veg
faar ¢ 7 wav Ay fear & AT AE &
Ffadr | & F15 Tmw AT AT FYAT
gAr qfw wiew g & R e A
FaFaer B 1w s swRr g Oy
srEA foaer o G gu g & wET &
TS W 2, WY WY g W a1 A%
ST AT ST 2 F AT KA TR gt AT
¥ 1 WO F@A & o A w1 ag wer
ST ¥ | gH ag HEAT AT F AT AT
F wreaw &, sworea & qvaw &, fw oA
o @ g oo ey Aifew, &
¥ A w7 gery oY aw Ad ww@ |
WY T8 & FTAETT A7 garer | wror
WIS &7 A A1 WAAT FT WIHATHT HT

1975-76—Gen. Dwe.
sfafafa g wfgd, semam v
sfafafe g =nfed 1| F% wemw
ST wEwTE # gra ¢ faer
T w3 | et gt wmie F o
T TH F1 T@AT AEA &7 AGT GAY
W IH AT FEFANT ALY JEOW |
oY S ogure sifar o FF ad
F F7W, Y9 ¥ qfed &7 g, AT F
FIHT F A1 farsd | 3w & fowd gy
X T ™t & Ay frered, dr ey
& @y foemed o wre ey T @ Y
frmrea AT A1 20 T INAT GHT AHT
WT 37 V2T 3 Fw & ofgh ) g a0y
a7 @faw arg & g7 ey fam @
T S 39 F AT 97 99T 61
ST GA TAT %7 v dufer #71 Afq
T | faws = @A dar % g g
5 MW 7 ogwAr Wfgv f& o@r
FBE AT 2

wH A & w7 7 el TEA
FRE I B - E - B
g AfER | AW T | AT X
¥ mam o faaw & fw owre owS
FEAT THEL FTAT FWT AT W7,
a1 IR OTTHE T U WA & #ET
oeEv AW & AT AMfET 0 20
T 1974 AT T AT T 29437
Fo9uY H WT w T HAT W) A
g7 2w o fw 45 =xfdy oF &
fam &1 @l gF AT AEr arEr
# | w9 w urr fom AT
g T 0 WY g &t Wt
HFHE T & owEr Wi omw i
® @A K AW KT §
g owerd ¥ fome a g7 &
gfn fom % war foar e

43133



287 Rly Budget,
1975-76—Gen Disc

[gro Aro1gw =vE g7

o A F@ THAET Fr oA gl
¢ 50 FOT TWH FT mEAET T
o FE & 1 WA @ gAEl A
gy ¥ oF T gy g fr oA
ey #Y it g0 T ou¥
TEELOT WA WY gF AfAG |
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I think

you have reached the climax 1 litle
while ago.

St AEW W UM AH
g & feae fHifsw 1 oFAER
# A # WA uF fFemr oA oW
T AR G THY e ¥ O99AW

g

uE qv FfETAT ¥ OF  "Er
T AT Y w9 FT AT TH 9T
stRe frgr ) #4907

“The Government's cause was not
helped by Patrick Jenkins, Energy
Minister, who declared that Britons
should not turn on the hights when
brushirg their teeth since this
function could easily be performed
in the dark.”

W W "T FC wfE FO gl
T g, W ¥ @1 quw Fifaw
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Hfew Wl St 7wy fear, o7 wed
art faar &
“In an inept demonstration of his

point Jenkins posed for the Daily
Telegraph shaving by candle-hght...

T AUTE ¥ WIEETEC WY
Fomar fr At g AT F R § |

—using an electric razor.”

fawelt qmT & wic AW @ § fw
T WA |

@ st (st wwemafy frael) ¢
w® f fafe wr oo fax w7
pcl A

e AR W 9T W X
grarfaar ¥ vAsi fefarzs 4t JfFg
& & F7 vET g

Far 77 vor g fF agg 71 wd
vq g oo § oy gt & AT
UHATHY ¥ wor fEyw #T e 2,
LT wEA T oFT | wEATH H
T FEAT g IW WAgT AT A @
ol v Fmoar 1 7 fare
#t fd? & 1 Fqawrw emw #
T W g fF oaEr 9w odm AR
T Y E ? AT weAlr g v &)
Tg THATH g1 T, A2 @F AT
SURGE S AL LI C ol e
g gu’ FArEE zow & o
" AT ¥ TR A AAF R §

SwEmaEfsar 1) 3z @ e
Teeqo AT qA ¢ WY A gAfAq

Fmar & 3w ¥ A9gd # oww
fomr ®% 1 ag =@ ¥ gafao
AT R 3w Fr g7 qw H @
7T



Riy. Budget,
389 1975-76-—Gen. Disc.

wire W ARk ¥ wary € @1 dg
g

Faftsft & oF AT AT FEA
areaT § 1\ OF A A F Ay & A9
T FT O FEA | WA Ay
femar ¥ ST WT ¥ SFRAT, AT
% wqAwdr fafwzr fog w9 I
FTE wET DA go W AT AT oA
at gueafy & oA fror 7oA
TH AW AT aAA R AT AT O3A
F ogwra | § AT AT fEiEe
feerm g fv @ AWM Wy
¥ ooEM g, g W HFELT
oq % omg 2, Aw oW fwEEwoany
F oA 2 T A9 WA K AT |
g A 4f27 S weger 4 9am
HT ATgHET F1 ear vfan A uae-
Fwfzave 0w FEr ) T weEl
¥ AT HOHATAT |07 AATA VAT

gi

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHNAN
(Coimbatore): Now that the humour
1s over, may I talk something serious?

Al the very outset, T would like to
share the sentiments expresseq by
the hon. Minister while presenting his
Budget in paying tribute to the late
Shri L. N. Mishra. Whatever might
have begen his failings, there were
very strong points in him which we
would like to remember to-day when
we are discussing the railway budget
after his unfortunate assassination m
the begmining of January.

As far as the Railway Minister's
speech goes, I would like to say that
?lY reaction to it is that jt is like
‘he proverbial curate’s egg, good in
Ome parts and very bad in others, a
ittle more, than the proverbial
‘urate’s egg.
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I welcome one or two things he
hag introduceq in his speech. Firstly,
he has for the first time said some-
thing absolutely positive which, I am
sure, the bureaucrats sitting in the
Rail Bhavan may not be very happy
about. He has given an absolute anil
categorical assutsnce in his speech
that there will be condonation of all
break in service—a demand that has
been before the House and before the
public ever since May, 1974, on which
a lot of tight-rope walking was done
by the late Shri L. N. Mishra and
the Minister of Staté, Shri Quresha

But the Minister is enurageous
enough and I think him for it. I
would hike him to go one step fur-
ticr; he should 1in his reply, clarify,
that this condonation applies also to
those people who are taken back after
being left for months on lhe starva-
tion line with their appeals pending
before the authorities of the Railway
Board.

To come to the finances of the
Railway  For jcars are faced with
this problem ¢f the growing deficit and
the railways going into the red. Why
are thiy in the red? We are not told
in the budget nor are we told in
any other reports the real reasons
for this. Except, as usual, to blame
the horse that is beaten to death, to
blame the workers for their non-co-
operation, for doing this and doing
that. But what is the Railway Board
doing? What is the Ministry doing
to go down to  Dbrasstacks, to the
fundamentals, to set these finances
right? This we do not know., There-
fore, I do not call this a happy Budget
or an Eleclim Budget. 1 would say
in a nutshell that this is nothing less
than the Railway Board’s Budpet.
And I would appeal to the Railway
Minister that this year at least from
the beginning itself he should take
some positive action in the direction
of reorganising the Railway Board
from top to bottom of its working.
It has to be reorganised and reorien-
tated so that next time we may know
where we stand with regard to the
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entire question of these railway
finances, Let us be clear about the
aims and objectives of the rallways
Every time we are given a long list
of accidents, this was up or down,
whet measures were taken about
punctuality, how many new hnes
were taken up and so on We should
know what is r-ally wrong v ith the
railway finances

This 13 our hbiggest navonalised
industry 1n the country as a whole
Government may not choose 1o call 1t
an indusiry but it 1s an industry
This term 1s very clear W. wanted
that Government should run railw ays
as a commercial undertaking bhecause
then finances can be generated not
only for improving the working ol
the railweys not only to intioduce
new lines and bring satisfi tion ta
many hon Members ke Mr Parashar
and myself, but also to see that the
rallway workers are patd ther .ndu:-
tria] wage which Mr Quresh; during
the negotiations agrecd and sud was
acceptable in  prinuple He sad
“where are we to find the money, the
principle 1s there” We dont find anv
picture of the money being found in
the budget because we are bemns
told the same thing in new form, 1t
is the same old wine 1n a new bottle'

Last year we had a review ¢f the
performance of the railways and we
went through the same We had
found out certain jugglery in figures.
This time they have put some other
type of cover and they have given
the, same 1n other form But if youn
go through the report you will find
the same figures are there 1 will
give one concrete example We are
being given the figures of not tonne
KM moved the per-tonne of wagon
capacity which went up to 16558 in
1960-61 from 11833 in 1950-51 and
has now come down agamn to 14,283
But freight movement and wagon
utilisation has certainly not improv-
ed and is not mmproving at all Time
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and again we have been given hope
that gome special programméy are
there Still we find, steel and other
Boods could not move, the wagons are
tied up, and so on

16 00 hrs,

This brings me to my point The
question 15 Why are we not given
the figures as to what 1z the iecturn
per wagon and what could be the 1m.
provement made on the return per
wagon? Wea would like to know what
positive steps have been taken by the
Railway Admuinistration te s~2 that
the ficight traffic, which would geve
the maximum return 1s given priotdy.
That can onlv be woiked out 1if ¢
know what 1» the return on each
wagon? To.lav whal do we hare’ We
are only given ongmating tonnaue
figures We <o not know wheflie the
wnrgons are used to the full e sty
We me totally unaware of the utih
sation of wagons 1 fNtagnt toufile
If that 1= given then only could pom-
tiviy figures be wortked out ani we
wuuld he in a posit.on  to propasc
what ohould be cone ivither In thot
way we would ulse te in a posit 2 to
point out wheie the mplfer:: ind
other malpractices take nig Tne
pilferage and malpractices have  al-
ready been 1eferied to by my hon
friend, Shri Samat Mukherjee Al
these could be rhecked at anv time
at the divisional or at the locaj et els
We should also be told that thi, wil
be the f{reight earnings Why thse
1s no indication gven in this pezzaid
Has there been any analysis made to
achieve that kind of target No,
The target 15 given 1n terms of wa-
gons kilometers and so on and su
iforth  Finaarmal picture 1s not givemn
We are only given an abstract picture
This type of giving a target is no
good at all Targets for earnings on
freight should be given to divistonal
and local levrls Once the target %
given, they wuld certainly have to
fulfil it If it is not fulfilled, the
question arises as to why that target
has not been fulfilled I want to
know whether the pilferage or mal-
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practice that have been going on in
the railways 1s checked or not. I do
not think so. Por instance there is a
difference in freight charge between
carrying coal and sugarcane. ‘!.s
sugarcane the commodity from which
you get more? Or is it coal?

We are not given figures with a
commercial approach. No scientific
give you one example. Take the
analysis has been made at all. Let me
North-east Fiontier Rallway., We
would like to know why there is a
fall in the shave of traffic of tea. The
despatch of tea produced from the
tea gardens wof Assam has fallen
from 626 per cent in 1971-72 tp 34.4
per cent in 1973-74. Don't tell me
that it iz due to the strike. Every-
time you hlame the workers when-
ever thers) is less traffic carried by
railways,

Simularly, 1if you take the movement
of jute on thus ralway, you will find
that in 1971-72 11 was 72 per cent of
the total iraffic but it has come down
tn 593 per cent in 1973-74. Why 1=
thiz sharp fall? Why 1s it that it
takes nearly a week to ten days for
the wagons to be provided to the tea
pardens tg transport the tea to Cal-
cutta” Tea iy a bulk production n
that area. Surcly, the roilways
should he 1n a position to nit that
amnunt of traffic and tran-purt the
same io Calcutta, You should see
that the goods which are for a short
lead are diverted by road. You rhould
change the policy of quota allocation
Should there not be that coordination
between rail and road traffic so that
the fiieght movement is made commer.
cially oriented? This js what I would
like 1 Jay stress on. Railways
should go in for long lead traffic and
block trains avoiding yard and termi-
nal delays.

~ Coming to commercia] orientation,
unless we are given the figures which
would help us to understand and
judge whether the commercial targets
have been fulfilled or not, it is no
use giving this Parliament this sort of
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budget and saying that this much of
money we lose or this much of money
we make. Therefore, I would appeal
to the Minister to see that this is
done and tiss commercial orientation
takes place so :hat we know  how
much we are carning per wagon and
how many wagons are baing utilised
which are already there and whether
this earning is upto the mark or not.

Now to come to the Railway B¢ ira
itself, to-day we see in this country
that in Rail Bhavan there are twq
different officers functioning in  the
rallways—one 18 the Minister ung the
other 15 the Railway Board. This 1s
the dual authority, Last year, parti-
cularly, we had a bitter expurienne.
Alter an assurance was given on the
floor of the House to Members of
Parhament, the same ig put intp the

waste paper basket by the Rariway
Board,

Tlus Railway Board is noculatad
against independence; they are inacu-
iated against any nutional outlook
They have been inoculated agan t
any ideu of having a healthy ytitude
towards labour. You, S, have callad
for 1t and tne lite Shri Mishra had
called for it in 1974 when he spoke
on the railway budget. 1 quote:

“I  recognise that enlightened
management is essentia] for happy
industrial  1ciotions and e essed
productivily., A rigid bureaueratic
approach n the handlng of inuus.
trial relations jsngw an anachronism
It 1s, therefore, the objective cf all
railway executives to see that
management responsibilities are dis-
charged with an enlightened out-
look.”

Similarly, Sir, you in your wisdom
have also” saild what in effect is the
same. I quote:

“Well-being of the staff forms a
corner stone of this policy. I have
directed the Zonal Railway Admi-
nistrations to deal with all gervice
matters speedily and gympathetical-
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ly, wherever employees are not

charged with sabotage or viclence.”

Now, what happens after you have
directed them to do that, Here is one
of the dismissal orders handed ower
on the 10TH February, Just on the eve
of your budget speech, to Shri Cha-
man Lal Kochhar., I guote

“The disciplinary authority has

removed Shri Chaman Lal Kochhar,

from gervice in exercise of the
power conferred gn him by Rule
14(ii) of the RS (D&A) Rules,
1968. Under the said Rule 14(i1),
where the disciplinary authority is
satitsfled for reasons to be recorded
by it in wnting that it 1s not rea-
sonably practicable) to hold an in-
quiry in the manner provided in
Rules ibid, the disciplinary autho-
rity may consider the circumstances
of the case and make such orders
thereon as it deems fit.”

—t

Rule 14(1i) is based on proviso (b)
to Article 311, {(#) of the Cunstitu-
tion. Under clause (3) of Article 311,
on the guestion whether 1t 15 reason-
ubly “practicable to hold an inquiry,
the decision of the wauthority em-
powered to dismiss or remove the
person or fp reduce him 1n rank
shall be final.

*“l have perused the relevant
records. I am satisfied that the dis-
ciplinary authority has recorded
detailed reasons in writing as to
why it was not reasonably practi-
cable to hold an inquiry in this case
His decision on this aspect is final
1 do not alsp consider that on the
facts and circumstances, the penalty
imposed is severe. The appeal 1s,
therefore, rejected.”

His decision on this appeml is final
mand not your decision. Where is
sabotage or violence here? It is unly
the wisdom of a pen-pushing and file-
pushing officer in the railways who
knows nothing about humanity or
labour or industrial relations, Simi-
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larly, again there is the case of two
workshop employees in Bikaner who
have been dismissed befause they had
addressed a mieeting asking the staff
to joMi the strikee Is it not the assu-
rance given by Mr. Mishra and in
your speech also that there will be no
victimisation. Then what is the rail-
way administration doing?

Sir, 27 years after independence,
this Railway Board has remained un-
changed. It was established under
the Act of 1905, not even 1938. How
are you going to remove these people
with fossilised minds? If you ask
me I have a more humane view and
will not say throw them on the road.
I certainly do admit that there may
be some of them who are efficient but
first, Sir, let the post of the Chairman
of the Railway Board be abolished
here and now. There has to be one
single authority in Rail Bhavan and
it 1s the Railway Minister who should
be the Chairman of the Raillway
Board This Chaiimran might be once
upon a time an engineer. What does
he know about industrial relations?
He may know what & wagon looks
like but not what a human being,
a worker, Jooks like. Therefore, my
appeal is to re-organise the Railway
Board and living 1t under your con-
trol.

We wore told  yesterday by Mr.
Qureshi that some demands were
granted. One of them about which
a great sfow was made wag about
the Miabhoy TriLunals recommenca-
tions on which we were told that
Rs 35 crores were required for im-
plementation of the recommendations.
Wa were told in the August speech..

PROF. MADHU DARNDAVATE:
When he cxplaineq that fraud, you
were not in the House.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH-
NAN: I wag not in the House, but.
I went through the proceedings. 1
am quite literate. I am not illiterate
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the Members of the Railway
Ra. 86 crores. Thig is what
has been said yesterday. Rs. 35 crores
for implementation of the recommens-
dations of the Miabhoy Tribunal, We
were told by the late Shri L. N.
Mishra, in Lkis budget speech when
presenting the Supplementary budget
last year, that this extra money was
wanted and that is why the increased
freights and increased fares and so
on and so forth. What happened?
Here, Sir, is a circular from the South
Central Railway Sholapur division,
Miabhoy [ribunal has sawd 84 hours
and here you are, '‘OT is to be calcu-
lated beyond 80 hours'. This is dated
6th February, 1975 Is thus the way
that the implem&ntation is gomng to
take place?

Then, about fair price shops. On
25th August, 1974, the late Shri L. N.
Mishra said ‘A start has also been
made to set up fair price shops in
railway colonies housing more than
300 employees’. What 1s the record
we have? Absolute record, I must
say. W, are supposed to have fair
price shops for every 300 employees.
You have got nearly 20 lakhs of work-
ers, both casual and permanent. How
many fair price shops? 48! What a

record! Let us work out how manv
families are covered. Only 48 fair
price shops.

Then, in regard to decasualisation,
which should have gone on in the
Railways all these years, what is hap-
pening? This is also qne of the
recommendations of Miabhoy Tribu-
nal. me;l.lﬁgi.lway authorities are very
busy with decasualisation from the
back door. Victimise all the casual
workers, throw them out of work
and take them back as daily rated
workers. Buf, when you ask them
the question, they say ‘Cabinet has
asked us to effect economy measures’.
This is where they are saving their
money. Do you think this ig fair?
Ninety three workers in Jaipur who
bave beep, déing regular work of
maintenance, ' who have been in ser-
wvice from five to 15 years and who
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should qualify for provident fund,
for all kindg of retiremient benefits
and for all benefits which are due to
permantnt employees, are thrown
out today and they will be taken on
tomorrow as daily rated workers.
In regard to ELR workers who are
working on your construction every
where, you say economy, no IGNeEy
no plan outlay and you throw them
out. 8ir, in regard to some of them,
with 15—20 years of serVice, there is
no provident fund ™~ Why should the
Railway Board care? Everybody
knows that when most people whg sit
at the top 1 the Railway Board
retire, thetr pfoviftAl fund amounts
would run into teff 8f thousands ol
rupees. They are able to build huge
houses for themselves. Where does
the money come from”  Maybe, it
comes fiom sources other than provi-
dent fund? May be. that is why, they
do not want to rationalise freight
movement. I do not know. Sir, I
am sure you would be dynamic
enough ty look into it. Sir, fhis
question of casual Tabour, partitcular-
1y, in regard to those who have been
victimised ®uring the ftrike is some-
thing that merits immediate interven-
tion by you.

Lastly, I want to deal with a very
important aspect and that is, Railways
and Industrial Relations. §ir, as far
as the Railway Board is concerned, as
I said quite earlier, as far as indus-
trial relations are concerned, they
are totally illiterate. Even the tech-
nically illiterate UNESCO form of
illiterate womuan working in the Rail-
ways ig wiser than they are, as far
ag industrial relations are concerned.

Today, Railways gef exemption by
virtue of cheating and bamboozling
from almost all those¢ materia] clauses
of labour legislation which are neces—
sary for the protection of lebour
For instance, the Labour Ministry has
said ‘provident fufid for all’. Rail-
ways say we have our own schemes.
Now, there are casuml labourers with
years and Years of service. But kept
as eagwal labour, they do not qualify,
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for no provident fund. You talk
about loyal workers, There are ex-
amples and cases of workers who
have served the Railways loyally for
81-32 years. Their cases have been
put before the Minister, but, no pro-
vident fund because there are no pro-
vident fund deductions. What kind
of Ministry is this, if you cannot
lock intp it and see that your workers
who helong to what is known as the
nationa’s lifeline, who belong ito that
industry without which your national
economy would be brought to a stand-
still, who keecp the wheels moving are
neglected in thig way. Even at the
time of their retirement, what is
their position? After all, thcy joined
when they were young youths. When
they retire, they have their families—
parents, wives and children—to sup-
port. I do not think I need go fur-
ther into that because I am sure you
are equally aware of this.

Therefore, this whole guestion of
the railways being in absohite jso-
lated glory has got to be done away
with once and for all. This is the
demand we havg bheen raising time
and again in this House. Therefore,
1 would not like tp labour it any
more. T

Finally, I would like to say one
thing. The south, where I come from,
is m sadly neglected arda. I much
appreciate Shri Parashar’s very fer-
vent appeal for national integration
and so on, but he seemed to know
nothing about the south, because he
could not give any «xample. Now
may I give them?

In the speech of Shri L. N. Mishm
last year, there waz mention about
speeding up the electrification of the
Vijyawada-Madras section. Nothing
is thewe In your speech this year—I
wonder why. On the other hand,
those workers who should have been
at work after that assurance came,
are being reverted. In October, 1974,
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80 engineering inspectors have been
reverted to lower grades and ewen
put on alternative jobs like junior
clerks. Therefore, 1 would like to
know what is happening to this
scheme,

]

Similarly, in regard %o the) doubling
of the track of the south-west broad
gauge line, now it has reached jrugur.
There we find that ELRs who were
engaged in the work have been served
with retrenchment notices. Does this
mean that the doubling of the track
on that gauge is going to come to a
standstill or not. Similarly, the
Salem-Bangalore metre gauge [rai.s.
Why do they stillstand cancelled?
This is a wvery important link bet-
ween Tamil Nadu and Xarnataka.
Are you interested in national inte-
gration?

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR: VYes.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH-
NAN: There you arck The chorus is
there Therefore, why is it that these
lines are being neglected and tirains
are being cancefled? When unecono-
mie lines are cancelled, the blame 13
put on coal. The Railway Bonrd is
above all blame whatsoever. 1t is an
absolute Haris Chandra sitting as wa
panch It 15 time their age old theo.
ries, pet theories, all the fictions they
put before us are hlown up.

Le me give you one more instance
of discrimination. In the Indian
Railways: Report and Acconnts, on
page 38 are listed Important events
of the year 1974. Honourable mems-
berg of Parliament and the Minister
would do well to re¢pd it. Not one
place south of Narmada has an impor-
tant event in 1974 to be detailed to
Parliament. Is this the way they
are going to have nationaj integra-
tion?

That is why I say that you have a
set of men there who do not have a
national outlook, & natiorml per¥pec-
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tive nmor patriotism. Therefore, 1
appeal to you and in International
Women's Year 1975, I hope it will not
fall on deaf ears, and hope that even
before thi§ budget comes up for vot-
ing, you will come before us as Chair-
man of The Railway Board as well as
the Railway Minister and we will
not have that dual authority. It is
only then that proper steps can be
taken by you. Then perhaps we can
consider whether 1975-78 is a year of
promise, a yvear of stabilisation and a
yuar of steady growth al] round. But
if matters continue as they are, T am
afraid we are in for a bad time, the
Roilwavs are in for bad time, the
Minister is in for a bad time, and

none of us wants to have this had
time.

Therefore, 1 should appeal to him—
I hope that my appeal does not fall
n dcaf cars—that a national orien-
tation will have to be brough into
the Railway Administration at least
in this year of 1975.

st Fro qao frad (M)
e wEvew, I oY S A "o
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“Apart from the surveys proposed
for improving the traffic capacity on
the existing routes and for giving
rehief to hard pressed terminals at
the major cities, surveyg are also in
progress or are being taken up for
some new railway lines, which, when
constructed, would promote the de-
velopment of some backward areas
in the country.”
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AT AT ATGT T |
SHRI K  HANUMANTHAIYA
(Bangalore): Su, after I left the

Railway Ministry, I have not partici-
pated in railway debates.

Today I am impelled to partic i*e
in the debate for the railways | ve
suffered so much, Never before 1n its
history was there such a low per.or-
mance and tragedy. It is not merely
t1e railways that arc responsible, The
railways have left on me a great im-
pression of affection and loyalty. They
say that the railwaymen are a famuly
and I saw that literally with my own
eyes and experienced in my own per«
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son: that affection and loyalty which is
expected of civil servants and govern-
ment servants. Many Members speak
without really knowing the inside
story and condemn the Members of the
Railway Board and other officers.

Sir, I merely want to bring to your
kind notice the well-known principles
of parhamentary debate, In a parlia-
mentary system of Government it is
the Minister who 1s responsible and
the overall powerg are vested in the
Minister. The Railway Board Mem-
bers at best place their views and
opinions before the Minister and it is
for him to take the decision, So, if
there is anything wrong the correct
form is to blame the Minister hecause
he 15 vested with the overall power.
We should not attribute motives or
blame the Railway Board Members.
That is hitting below the belt. We
forget the magnificent service they
did in the war effort during the days
of Bangladesh liberation which earned
approbation from Government as well
as Members of Parliament. I beg of
the hon Members not to atiribute un-
patriotism to these Members. They
should take a reasonable attitude to-
wards the Members of the Board.

I have found by experience that if
the Minister is honest and efficient and
15 capable of inspiring them to a higher
altitude of mmind, namely, efficiency
and honesty the performance would be
magnificent, It 1s mostly the Minis-
ter—and next the Prime Minister—
who is responsible for what takes
place, either good or bad, in the ad-
ministration,

If railways had not performed pro-
perly it 15 not the Board or the Minis-
ter who is solely responsible, During
the last ten years probably there have
been ten Railway Ministers. By the
time they enter the office and learn
and understand the problems they
are changed. The Railway Ministers,
like the chain-pulling operations which
delay the trains. are suffering from
these changes, Therefore, let us have
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the courage and honesty to see where
the fault lies, Out of some considera-
tion other than the correct one, to
blame the Railway Board Members
and spare the Rallway Minister is
sheer cowardice.

I welcome the new Railway Minis-
ter, He happens to be my friend. He
is a good man. Since he hails from
Varanasi which is supposed to wash
off all sins, I want him to wash off all
the sing in the railway administration.
He is a great exponent of Hindi and,
therefore, I will give him a slogan in
Hindi ‘Panchhseel’. It is ‘Panchsheel’
that he has to understand and imple-
ment, Clean the railway administra-
tion of corruption, theft, pilferages,
ticketlegs travel, chain pulling, over-
time payment and delays, that is,
maintain punctuality,

Sir, we have not yet assessed cor-
ruption in terms of money. So far as
thefts are concerned, the payment of
compensation was Rs, 12 crores in my
time and it has become Rs. 13,5 crores
this year.

You will. therefore, see that cor-
ruption and thefts in the Railways are
mounting up. When I was in office,
I saw really that men of the RPF—not
all of them; many of them are honest—
some men of the RPF were in league
with the thieves and the looters. I
wanted to reduce their number so that
I can introduce fresh elements, honest
and efficient, The previous Minister
has increased the strength of the RPF.
They cost about Rs. 12 crores, The
RPF hag been given a larger person-
nel for the mis-deeds some of them
are doing? Sir, in these two items,
you can save Rs. 24 crores. Cutting
RPF to its size and eliminating this
kind of theft. In fact, we must fix
responsibility in every division, Sir,
the concerned RPF Officer in every
division must be made personally re:-
ponsible for corruption and thefts and
if there are instances, we must frame
lawg proportionately to reduce their
salarjes, 14 they do well, we must in-
crease their emoluments. It is on this
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basis alone taat we will be able to do

it, I have got another idea though it

may not be practicable now,

Though our Goverment leaders have
been proclaiming that there must be
a revolution, there must be a new so-
ciety and all that, we are not able to
do anything of the kind; we have
whittled it down to our proclamations.
If you have the courage, transfer these
58,000 and odd of RPF mcn as Border
Security Police. Let them not lose
the job. Let them go and work under
the BSF cadre. Let them do the work
which the BSF, the Home Guards and
otherg ure doing, Post the Border
Security Forces in those places. They
are not contaminated with this kind of
corruption, If we take this major
step, you will see that automatically
there will be elimination of these thefts
and pilferages in the Railways. But.
I wonder whether the Cabinet ag a
whole will be able to take this
courageous decision. Unless we do
samething out of Llhe way something
courageous, we will not be able to
straighten up things; things which are
being done wit]y the assistance and
connivance of the men of RPF. Only
the other day, we had the incident in
Kouerma of thefts of the value of
about Rupees five crores. Thi, is hap-
pening every day in Mugalsarai and
various other centres. The Mem.
ber of Parliament involved has been
suspended by their party. All honour
to them 1 have great appreciation for
the CPI which has taken this bold and
couragrous step, 1 very much wish
that the other parties including ours
have that courage in order to cleanse
tae railway administration of undue
influence exercised by Members of
Parliament or whoever it may ke,

Sir, then, ticketless travel. In 1968-
69 the loss due to this was estimated at
about Rs. 24 crores. Now. the rallwsy
fares have gone up. The transport of
persons and goods have also increased.
Now, due to ticketless travel alone,
there is a loss of about Rs. 50 crores
to the Railways, This is done mostly
in your State and in Bihar.
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[willalwteﬂyouanother thing.
once, I was travelling in your State.
During the Holy festival, all the vil-
lage boys throw colour, stones, mud
and branches of trees on the railway
compartments. The railway suthori-
ties are helpless, 1 appealed to the
then Chief Minister and he was sble
to appoint & committee and did some-
thing. I do pot know what subse-
quently happened. I did try to stop
thefts and ticketless travel 1n every
State with the cooperation of the con-
cerned Chief Ministers.

Now, alarm chain pulling has gone
up. In terms of figures, according to
your own statistics, it is 2,80,000 and
odd. With this kind of disorder and
indiscipline, how can the Railways run
efficiently and properly? It is mnot
merely the workers who are responsi-
ble, it is not merely the people at the
management jevel who are responsi-
hle. It is not merely the Railway
Board or its members who are res-
ponsible. People in the States are res-
ponsi Law and order is in the
hands of the State Governments and
you have to contact all the Chijef
Ministers, as I did and appoint ap-

riate committees, in order to
straighten up these things.

Then punctuelity. 1 once told Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru in our party
meeting: if 2 nation does not keep up
time in the matter of running trans-
port, particularly railways, 8 public
undertaking, it is a symptom ot the
inefficiency of the whole edifice;
unless you tighten up these railwsy
timings and maintain punctuality, we
will not be able to achieve much. You
are & religious-minded man.
whole universe yuns on time, whether
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it ig the sun rising and setting, the
seasons coming and going. Real
devotion is to be in harmony with
natural laws, Therefore, punctuality
is a kind of worship; you have to take
at in that spirit and see that it is
maintained by the goods as well @s
passenger trains.

The second item of the panchsheel
1s: rationalise the railways. This Par-
Liament approved stopping the cons-
truction of MG and making every new
line a BG, but that has been given the
go-by. I need not argus Every per-
son who has studied the problem
knows that ultimately it 18 more eco-
nomical to have BG rather than MG.
Then I enunciated another policy.
Many members here asked for new
Lnes. It can be done in another way.
From Madras to Delhi, lines have been
doubled, trebled. I told them: why
do you double and ireble lines of this
round-about way from Madras to
Delh1? Have new lines that run
through Madhya Pradesh, Hyderabad
and all that. It may cost a hittle more,
put you will have given new raillway
lines as well as seen 10 it that justice
1s done to every State, But blndly
and in a routine manner, they go on
doubling and trebling the same line,
neglecting the vast areas of our coun-
try mn MP, Hyderabad and other
places.

SHRI R. S. PANDEY: Particularly
backward areas.

SHRI K., HANUMANTHAIYA: Yes.
Here 1 will tell you that the Railway
Board are not in agreement with this.
They express their opinion. 1 you
take a firm decision and sey this is the
policy of Government, how can they
rebel, how can they fail to implement
itz Tt is for you %o take a decision,

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (Madras
South): Why are they opposing?

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA! This
Parliament wholeheartedly and almost
with ovation accepted the idea of
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rationalising the railways by having
broad gauge lines to Delhi from every
State capital. In the old days, the
British pattern of railway building was
that they conmected the three Presi-
dency towns, Bombay, Calcutta and
Madras. Now all State capitals are
equally important. Each must have
a direct line to Delhi. You have no
direct line from Bhubaneswar, from
Trivandrum, from Bangalore. There-
fore, 1 initiated this new version of
. railway building of not only having
broad gauge but of connecting the
State capitals direct with Delhi and
with one another, That has also Leen
given the go-by by fhe previous minis.
ters,

The third panchseel is, reform the
administration. When I was Chairman
of the Administrative Reforms Cuim-
mission. 1 appointed a study team of
eminent people. Pandit Kunzru who
took an abiding interest in railway
administration, was its Chairmar. and
one of the members of the present
Railway Board was 1its Secretary
They have given an excellent report
When I became Railway Minister,
immediately I got the report processed
and formulated our own proposals
with the consent of the Railway
Board, Then I wrote to the Cabinet
for approval. It ijs still pending
there, for the last four years and you
want to blame the Railway Board for
it? I hope that hereafter people who
swear by patriotism, justice and im-
partiality will not blame Railway
Board bu! somebody else,

The Fourth Panch Sheel js expan-
sion of production of wagons, engires
and coaches and other things. I saw
that India was progressing economi-
cally in such a way that markets
vacated by the western countries were
going to be used, with proftability by
India. Whether it was Irag or Syna
in the Middle East or Philippina or
Malaysia or some African countries,
all want to buy from India. They
want to purchase wagons and other
things from India. We shculd be In
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a position to eatisfy the export re-
quirements. Under some gtatistical
formula the Planning Commission re-
duced the construction of wagons.
That led to the shortage of wagons.
You will find it in the record. Instead
of having imagination the Planning
Commission became an Accountant
looking stricily into what is so called
the figures supplied by somebody.
When 1 came, as the House knows 1
gave a blank cheque, whether il was
public or private sector to build more
wagons, I do not know what has hap-
pened. The railway wagons have to
be repaired expeditiously so that they
may be in circulation, 1 will take a
long time if I enumerated all the re
commendations of Administrative Re-
forms Committee, They are in the
uffice, the records and reports, I hope
tne Minister will be wble to see which
are the recommendations that are ac-
ceptable to him and implement them
immediately with all efficcency, One
day I saw axle wheels were being im-
ported from Poland and olher western
countries. I immediately said; let us
manufacture them here. The Durga-
pur Plant which was entrusted with
this work could not do so for many
reasons. The Railway Board ook a
decision but it seems no money had
veen allotted for its impilementation,

The Fifth Panch Sheel is; adopt a
policy participatory functioning. These
are days of socialism, I want the
workers to participate in the aaminis-
tration and management of the rail-
ways not in the usual slogan monger-
ing sense, I want +he railway emplo-
yees to have one Union and that
Union must be able to suggest a per-
son of standing, expertience and
honesty to be on the Railway Board
on their behalf. I have no objection
to introduce that kird of reform in
the rallway administration at others
level also, so that the workers feel
that they are participating. They
must know the pros and cons of
every step they take whether it would
cesult in the loss to the railway or
not. I had made a promise that after
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meeting all the expenditure, whatever
money was left as profit should be
distributeq to railway employees as
bonus or whatever is the nomencla-
ture. Afterall they are vur own men
and let them prosper, If they get
Rs. 2 where they were getting only
one rupee. it is our own people, I
am not jealous, I do not want to
earn profit and show it in the sense of
commercial forms. Therefore this
participatory function has to be evolv-
ed through discussion between Union
leaders and the Management with the
Minister as the presiding authoritly.

This is the Panchsheel in brietf
which will be able to tone up the ad-
ministration.

We in the Congress Party and some
of the friends opposite »lso have taken
socialism as a matter of faith, as the
sheet anchor of our work, Unless you
make this biggest publ:c undertaking
really a success, how can socialism
succeed in this country? If my son
cannot pass even the SSLC Examina-
tion, how can be sit for IAS and be-
come an IAS Officer? The proof of
the pudding is in the eating thereof.
The workers, the management, the
Ministers and the Government must
summon determination and courage to
see that this biggest public undertak-
ing tunctiong profitably and efficiently
so ag to bring satisfaction o the pas-
sengers and all concerned. It is only
then that the socialism that we preach
will be seen in deeds, Any amount
of slogan-mongering or one sided ap-
proach to the problem either by the
management or by labour will not
help.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: The
idea is good, but Utopian.

' SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA: I
agree with him, but Utopia has a
function to perform in our life. It
is the inspiring idea which is Utopian,
If you hitch your wagon to the star,
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you will fly two or three hundred feet
above the earth, but if you hitch
your wagon to the ground, you will
go further down.

17.27 hrs.
[Dr. HENRY AUSTIN in the Chair]

Even the anarchic state of suciety
which the Communist ideology adum-
brates is utopian. So why do you
object?

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: In
a socalist society the workers are the
masters, but you are throwing thou-
sands out of jobs aud putting them
into jail and talking of socialism,

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA: That
1s beside the point. I am not discus-
sing the strike, Let us discuss the
problem of the strike separately.

I went to Moscow once.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
Going to Moscow does not make you
a socialist.

SHRI K, HANUMANTHAIYA: I
met the members of the Flanming
Commussion there, the people who
plan for the evolution of saciety into
that State. 1 asked them: When do
you expect the anarchic socicty which
is your 1deology to be reached? None of
them was able o give any time limit,
but still that is the ideal. Therefore,
do not dismiss ideals, wvisions and
Utopias as of no consequence. They
are the inspiring forces for the human
mind. Please keep that in mind.

I do not want to be parochial, never
have I been in my life. As Shipping
Mimster you inaugurated the Manga-
lore Port. That day I came there, 1
came not so much for that funetion
as to see how the Mangalore Hassan
Railway connection §s progressing.
It has almost come to a stop. The
previous Minister has diverted to Noxrth
India Rs. 6 1[2 crores allotted to the
South. All the linezs under construc-~
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tion in the South whether they are in
Kerala, Andhra or Karnataka. are now
just paying the salary of the «stablish-
ment and are not able to do any
work. I want you to favour me with
a categorical answer whether this
diversion of Rs. 63 croreg to lines in
Bihar is true or not. Now I do not
speak merely as one of your fol-
lowers, This 15 going to be an elec-
tion issue in South India. Please keep
it in mind. And one has to be just
before one pretends to he generous.
The money allotted being thus diver-
ted and work getting siopped in all
thege placeg is very unfarr, This is
unpatrotic, It is not the Railway
Board that is unpatriotic. I cannot
speak because the person who did all
these things is dead and there is no
use blaming a person who is not here
to defend himself. So many irregu-
larities were done. I kept quiet be-
cause in all these human efforts, there
is what is ecalled the hand of destiny
alsa T want the person who comes
from Kashi, which is held with equal
veneration all over India not to toke
a parochial line and not to thirk of
his own State and his own constitu-
ency hut to think of the whole of
India. The line that T started---the
direet  line from Rameswaram to
Delhi-—must bhe pursued and comble-
ted by you I do not mind if there
are some lines to he exeented for
commercial purposes in UP and
Bihar 1If they are token up, Iet them
he taken up. TooaTm

SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PAN-
DEY: During the time when Mr.
Hanumanthaiva was Railway Minister,
technical survey reports ahbout certain
lines were completed and received in
the Railway Board. On several oc-
casions 1 have pointed out to him that
in northern India also many of the
lines whose technical and s:rvey re-
ports were completed and lying in the
Railway Board are not heing evecuted,
What did he do about them? When
Shri L. N, Mishra is not present in
the House to reply to what he is say-
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ing now? I think it is mast unfair for
a sgnior member like Mr., Hanuman-
thaiya to cast aspersions in this way.
It he wants to know the line I ask
him whether it is g fact or not that
the technical survey report for the
Bhatani-Maduadih line was comple-
ted? Why was that line not taken
up and some new line about which
the technical survey report was not
even initiated was taken up during his
time? I protest against his remarks
very strongly.

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA: 1
am very happy that my friend has
defended the previous minister, It is
an honour to him. If I express an
opinion and if he feels that the pre-
vious Railway Minister is being criti-
cised, what he says is correct; let us
leave it at that.

So far as the railway lines he has
mentioned are concerned, I request the
genior Minister and the Minister of
State to get those files, T will sif
with them On seeing the papers, (t
they find thal T have done anything
wrong, I will apologise to him. I am
incapable of doing things on a partial
basis Whatever decisions I have
taken, they are not after-thoughts.
They are recorded in the files them-
selves and T will show it to him. It
the Minister so pleases, let him look
intg all the new lines that are being
given in the northern India, Let each
file be examined. Mv lady friend
from the CPT said that railways must
he run on a commercial bagis  This
recommendation was made by the
Kunzru Study Team and the declsion
tiken hv the Railway Board was on
that basis, The railwavs 'ave to be
profitable T want Shri Pandey to see
how much of & commercial proposition
™je line is

Lastly. from page 6 of the book
Indian Railuaue you will see that the
profitability, the percentage of net
revenue to capital at charge in the
previous year was 4.41 per cent. This
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vear it has been reduced to 143 per
cent. Is it a commercial proposition?
Things have been done not correctly.
I agree with you that we should not
talk ill of a man who is dead. But I
do say this because it is a question of
railway administration.

SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PAN-
DEY: Tiis slogan from the south that
if railways are not being opened, it hasg
to be faced with bitterness at the
time of elections is most uncharitable.
Shri Hanumanthaiya is a senior mem-
ber. He should not make such char-
ges.

SHRI K, HANUMANTHAIYA: 1
want to appeal to Shri Pandey to see
that justice is done to all areas, Under
the colour of all India unity, certain
people cannot walk away with all the
mtoney and leave the rest to thar
fate.

SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PAN-
DEY: You have done it in your
regime, Of course, I do not say that
south should not get anything.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I would request
Shri Pandey to address the Chair.

SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PAN-
DEY: Sir, I am addressing the
Chair. I say with a full sense of res-
ponsibility that what Shri Hanuman-
thaiyva is saying now is totally wrong
and baseless, and a senior member
like Shri Hanumanthaiya chould not
make such wild allegations.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I would request
Shri Hanumanthaiya to cut short s
speech,

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA: With
all affection and respect to my hon.
friend, Shri Pandey, I repeat that
money has been diverted, and so there
is dissatisfaction in the south, and you
will see the result of it in the next
elections,
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SHRI THA KIRUTTINAN (Siva-
ganja): Mr, Chairman, I preface my
speech with respectful homage to the
late Shri L, N. Mishra, on behalf of
the Railway Employees' Progressive
Union of Madras, of which I have the
privilege to be the President. While
welcoming the new Minister, I would
like to request him to pay greater
attention to the welfare of the multj-
tude of the men under his care.

Coming to the present budget, with
an estimated additional revenue of
Rs. 39 crores, the railways is expected
to close the year with a surplus of Rs.
23 crores. This is a deliberate attempt
to paint a better picture of the railway
finances than justified. A close scruliny
in fact give: a clear impression that a
greater degree of accounting jugglery
with the figures has been gone into to
project an optimistic picture. There
is no doubt that the railways are
suffering from poor planning, mis-
directed investment and fall in
efficiency. These problems cannot be
tackled by an Accountant-General's
approach. They require management
capability of a higher order. There is
no evidence in the budget that these
will be forthcoming,

Shri Trivathi has made certain modi-
fications in freights, Unfortunately,
the major burden falls on wheat, rice,
jowar and other foodgrains. The pre-
sent subsidy of Rs. 3.45 croreg goes.
The incidence may apnear statistically
small but the real impact on food
prices is likely to be disproportionately
large, I am not thappy that this
subsidy and the concession on food-
grains has been withdrawn when there
is a serious drought in Tamil Nadu
and a lot of foodgrains have to ke
gsent to the southern part of the
country.

It is not at all surprising that the
Railways are continuing to pile up
losses. They have been doing so iIn
the last 10 years. What ig shocking,
however, is that the Rallway manage-
ment’s response to such state of affairs
has been go extraordinarily Improvi-
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dent and apathetic. It has dealt with
its problems in the manner of a
wooden-headed bureaucracy.

.The present performance is bmrely
at the level of that at the beginning
of the fourth Plan. Meanwhile,
additional funds to the tune of Rs. 1400
crores have begn invested. Actuslly,
this ghould have substantjally improv.
ed the Railway's functiomml capacity.
But there is no evidence of this having
happened.

The Rallways have joined the ranks
of “sick” industrial units, The Minis~
ter has talked of “stringent measures
to cut down our working expenses
and bolster our earnings”. He has
also promised to cut losses by eschew-
ing “all wasteful practices”.

Obviously, the real cause of the sick
state of financial and general manage-
ment of the Railways has to be sought
not in low productivity or high wage
bills. But Public Accounts Commuttee
has rightly drawn painted attention
to the need for improvements in
budgetary control and for allocation
of resources in a realistic manner,
The Railways have been indulging in
the luxury of heavy investments on
the basis of inflated ‘guessiimates’ of
traffic, resulting in greater dividend
linbility to general revenue, thereby
reducing net income and increasing
need for loans with consequent burden
of debt servicing charges.

The real areas of loss are the main-
tenance of unremunerative branch
lines, below cost freight on certain
itemg which account for 60 per cent
of the trafic and freight concession
for @ number of commodities all of
which are covered by the delightful
term “social burdens”. In 1973-74, the
cost of social burdens came to
Bs. 226,44 crores. Add to this, com-
pensation for pilferage amounting to
Rs. 13.18 crores. The ticketless travel
ig estimated to account for a loes of
R8s, 20 crores a year and theft of pro-
perty Rs. 2 crores, If these losses
could he cut down even by half, there
would be a saving of about Rs. 130
crores per year. It is unlikely that
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promised stringent measures would
touch tnese areas.

The practice of paying dividend to
the general revenue is a peculiar
system that we have inherited from
the colonia]l days. This is a mmjor
source of drain on the net income of
the Railways. In 1973-74, the usual
6 per ceni dividend amounted to
Rs. 188.60 crores, reducing the net
income from positive balance of
Rs. 68.85 crores to a loss of Rs, 99.78
crores. Having given away the major
portion of their met income, the Rail-
ways have to take loan from the
general revenue for financing their
works and bear the burden of interest,
I mentioned this point in my last
year's speech also. The time has come
to reconsider the financial manage-
ment policies of the Railways, Stvuc-
tural changes are called for. The
Railways should function like any
other commercial orgamsation.

The payment of dividend to the
General Revenues should be dispensed
with and if not, it should at least be
related to the profits carned and to
the financirl requirements of the
organisation. The percentage would
thus vary from year to year.

Modern management procedures
have to be adopted. Apart from the
emphasis on the profitability, input-
>utput ratio, efficiency, proper indus-
trial relations and performance-
accountability, attention will have to
be paid to manpower, planning and
marketing principles, especially in
relation to pricing, and expanston of
services, Without such fundamental
changes in the management of the
Railways, it is futile to expect
efficiency, productivity, economy and
even a rational cost structure and
better services to the community, let
alone the question of ensuring healthy,
financial conditions,

The largest public sector undertaking
in the country should stand on its
own feet. It is dificult to say whether
the Railways will succeed in restor-
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ing their financial health because their
ussumptions and calculations can Eo
wrong as they went wrong in the
previous years. The additionl commit.
ments on account of the Fifth Plan
inflation and oil crisis have added to
the burden of the Railways. In
1878-74 the indebtédness of the Rail.
ways to the General Revenues wuag
Rs. 208.02 crores; in 1874-75 it iz
Rs. 181.67 crores. The main culprit
in the Railways’ unhappy gtory is the
stralned employer-amployee prelalion.
ship and the inability of the Railway
Board to carry conviction. As it is,
the staff costs account for more thap
60 per cent of the working expendi.
ture. It is apparent that, unless the
Minister reorganizeg the set-up of the
Railways and makes it, commercially,
a profitable enterprite, no amount of
fare—and freight—hikes will help. The
Railways have been losing money
from as far back as 1964-65. The
attempts to balance the books year
after year by adjusting fareg ang
freights have been unavailing. The
poor plight of the railway finances is,
essentially, due to two fundamenta]
causes. The first is the general show~
down in economic growth in the last
ten years. Ag against the target of
265 million tonnes of onginating goody
traffic at the end of the Fourth Plan,
the actual freight carried by the rail.
ways in the last year of the Plan wag
only about 185 million tonnes. But
the second more important cause ig
the fall in efficiency, poor planning
and misdirected investment in the rail.
ways. Even though huge investments
went into the railway system during
the Fourth Plan, its carrying capacity
has not correspondingly increased.

What is needed is a fresh and bolg
approach to the working and develop.
ment of the railwgy transport not .n
isolation, but as part of the larger
design of an integratél rail, road,
inland waterway and coastel trans-
port network., Unless the transport
system I8 so reorganized and stream-
lined, the attempts merely to cover
losses by increasing the [fares anq
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freights are bound %o be highly
wasteful and a burden on the entire
economy. The Public Accounts Com-
mittee hag usked the Railway Board
to draw up a plan without delay to
improve the overall efficiency of the
Railways and economise on expendi-
ture to the maximum extent possibie.
The committee observed:

“There is a lot of scope for im-
provement in the system.”

The former Raiiway Minister, the late
Shri L. N. Mishra felt that the finan-
cial structure of the railways peeded
to be re-examined by an expert
committee in the light of wvarious
developments. But the authorities
point an accusing finger to the militant
labour and their basic demands. One
must understand that this does not
explain the whole story. Even if all
the demands of the labour are rejected
outright, there are basic inadequacies
in the financial management of the
railways which are bound to accen-
tuate its economic malady.

To begin with, there is a need for
ending all the wasteful expenditure.
There are many instances.

First of all, one big source nf waste
and corruption ig the employment of
extra casual labour by the engineering
departments without any concurrence
from the Finance. Every vcar the
casual labourers are taken and are
ousted every year and are again taken
back. If the present casual labourers
are made permanent, then, there is no
need of taKing more casual labourers
every year in which process we waste
quite a good sum,

Secondly, even a casual visit to the
yards of the railways will revenl that
very valusble Isthes and rolling stook
repairing machinery are rusting in the
open without being utilised on an sll
India basis, The value of such idle
machinery would easily run imto
Rs. 3—4 crores. I want to know who
ordered these machinery and for what
purpoese,
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‘Thirdly, takhs of rupees are being
spent every year for white-washing
and repairing the bungalows of senior
offiers. Most of this expenditure can
be curtailed.

There is yet another field where a
lot of money goes down the drain.
That is in inviting tenders for ballast.
Some zonal railways have their own
quarries but some of them won't have
them since this will put an ond to a
prolific source of black money.

Fifthly, most of the malpractices
arise out of the so-called zonal con-
tract system. Informed opinion con-
firms the view that by scrapping this
system, the rarlways would save some-
thing like Rs. 25 crores a year

Sixthly, wastelul practices also exist
in scrap disposal, issue of tickets and
allotment of wagons, settlement of
claims and arbitrafion and upgrading
of posts, supply of medicineg and
cement, so on and so forth. So, it
would be rewarding if an expert
committee Including parliamentarians
go into the expenditure pattern of the
railways during the last five years.

There is a dire need for indepen-
dent auditors, preferably rotating
year to year, to plug the loopholeg in
the existing system. According to the
present system, auditors do not check
up ull items of expenditure. It is
simply a test audit done on a random
basis,

Investments on the railways are not
judiciously and economically deployed
and the Built-up potential is not pro-
perly utilised. For instance, it is well-
known that the new lines opened in
the Fourth Plan period have been
badly conceived and mre uneconomic.
In some cases, they were sanctioned
under parochiel pressures, While hon.
Shri Heanumanthaiys was speaking, he
sald that the whole of the south was
meglected and that about Rs, 8 crores
were diverted to the north. 1 am
happy to hear him. Not only Bhri
Hanumanthalya but Shrimati Parvati
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Krishnan also had mentioned that the
whole south had been neglacted. I
am very happy to hear it from a CPI
Member, If a DMK member speaks
like this, he will be immediately
dubbed as parochial but people who
are national leaders and who have a
national outlook like Shri Hanuman-
thaiya and Shrimati Parvati Krishnan
have advocated and demanded more
funds to be alldtted To the south as it
has been long neglected.

Mr, Hanumanthaiya was accused by
Mr Pandey. On the eve of the UP
clection alone, work was inaugurated
on four of these wholly unnecessary
naw line projects in that State at an
estimated capital cost of over Rs, 40
crores. A government that is pre-
pared to indulge in this kind of waste-
ful expenditure for party gain cannot
plead the railway strike or other ex-
traneous factors to cover up its ocwn
irresponsible and reckless actions.

Government has failed to allot
sufficient money to carry out the con-
struction of Tirunelveli-Kanya-
kumari-Nagerkoil-Trivandrum  line,
The economic survey has shown that
this line will give a return of more
than 6 per cent return. Karur-
Dindigul-Madurai-Tuticorin  conver-
sion line has been considered as a
profitable line. But conversion work
has not yet been taken up.

Ag regards the Madras-Vijayawada
electrification work, the work is
moving at a snail's speed. The
Madras-Trivellore electrification work
was inaugurated by our hon, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Kalalgnar
M. Karunanidhi in the ysar 1973, That
work has not been taken up so far.
Tamilnadu is now under severe
drought condition. Once the State of
Bihar was affected by drought and at
that time a special work was sanction-
ed there to give more employment to
the labour there. Now Tamilnadu
is on the verge of severe drought con-
dition. The hon. Minister ghould
announce at least a line in his reply
so that more employment can be given
to the hardworking people of Tamil
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Nadu area especially in my district
Ramanathapuram in Tamil Nadu
which is suffering very much.

The time has also come for a
thorough reappraisal of the structure
of railway receipts by way of freight
rates. There is no economic justifica-
tion for granting large scale conces-
sions for a number of commodities. At
present about 60 per cent of the total
revenue earning tonnage does not
pay at all for the entire moverent on
the different gauges. On many items
the freight does not cover the cost.
One can understand some special
treatment to movement of foodstuffs
and export goods. Even these con-
cegsions for foodgrains and exportable
commodities have been withdrawn and
freight levies have been imposed. I
highly Bbject to this while 3 number
of other commodities are enjoying
these concessions. 1 wonder why Rail-
ways should continue to suffer great
losses, on the movement of several
goods. The intention may be to help
the indusfries to reduce the cost of
transporting raw materials, But most
of such industries do not pass on the
benefits to the consumers by reducing
prices of the ultimate end products,

Sir, the utilisation of track in India
js much more than that of other
countries.

1t is estimated that the total traffic
units per route K M per annum is
gbout 7 million in India as mgainst
2.4 million in Canada, 2.7 million in
UK and 3.3 million in UB. It shows
that traMic density in India is high
snd therefore the total profit as
proportion of capital should have also
been high.

1808 brs.

The railways must improve its
operational efficiency. As against an
incresse of 82 per cent and T4 per
cant respectively In freights and faves,
over the past two decades, the egcals.
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tion in the cost of stores hag been as
high as 250 per cent.

The oil crisis casts a responsibility
on it to more and more coal But

precisely in order to do so efficiently
1t is right to plead that its relatively
modest demand for high speed diesel
traction in the Fifth Plan should not
be reduced since the country's tranwg~
port infrastructure cannot be weaken«
ed at this juncture. More rapid and
extensive electrification is the answer,
The obvious course is to explore the
possgibility of extending electric trac-
tion which is stated to be more
efficient than steam power. Improve-
ment in finance can come only from
handling a larger volume of goods
traffic. Even ‘here past experience
has been disappointing.

While the earnings have dropped,
the working expenses have gone up.
The main task therefore is to increase
the earnings and to bring down the
expenses. By giveing more powers to
General Managers and officials still
further down the Railways can
encourage initiatives among em.-
ployees. The Railway Board has
more powers than it can effectively
exercise, 4nd the function of the Board
should be revised. At least the
centralisation of power and authority
in the board has Jed to demoralisa-
tion, at lower levels and withering
away of initiative,

It 13 high time that the Railways,
the largest commercial undertaking in
the country with a revenue (over
Rs. 1400 crores) larger than that of
many U.N. Member-Nations ceases to
be a department and s converted intd
a corporation like the L.1.C. or Hindu-
stan Steel. It has functioned far too
long as an unwidly tureaucrat-
dominated affair rather than w
dynamic projéct-oriented business
organisation,

With these words, I conclude my
speech.
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arafoet e T et # amm wft
fig w1y % zrew § Sy € awemt
T FHATETA I AT WY T WIH W
% ww w gt faear | o s
W a1 & §fam fwar v 91, o @i
Prg # 7Y § I T &4 7 waw et
Ty ¥ & fod & welr oft &1 wiwTe
T E | R AN A WAy
¥ ag ot witw wom T £ e gt
qg 7§ wen wifgd v o s
¥ g & g aErer< 91T frsirrd
¥ AT AT a7 ¥ I & 7y fefy T
W weg qg AT wifgad Wik 3T A
srafren ¥y wfgd, g ¥
wfgd | g a0 &R gh w5 5w
o off s § forg qg s W qAT @
df firar o @1 & e e 7 s
wry i st W et &0 Aw
w4y ofr & fordawt § i G¥ waifadt &
¥y 7z frar v, O § o e
T g & I Y o s wnw qAv oW
e ¥ W o wrowr g ) W F
* e 7 w1 | ATy o e ¥ qF
X WL AT G o I W
waret w1 ATaT o ¥, v & o
g b % v oY wgr

o€ arely e i ar ww ¥ P
W wrerd § i 2y e Wi
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¥ T T ) vey gt o R
TS Ty fare ¥ a7 e G
T Wl @ A ary Y sfafwmd
NEMT N T wwow W@ AR
¥ gfgohdt vt sr @z g o

wx & wre & wveqw & vty @
qelr & & Fr arg o Ao
7¢ A I T Avar § Ay werwr @Y
wfrerd gy & forw % W aw R
QAT Y Far o oft v I WY PR
Wy i whm ¥
vt % o Forearer aq7 & i g oY
W & wX w1 W fodm ) @
fovrre & wmo & Y wrearew woe #
e g go A st | wrvTe
AT @ AT AE XY AT

Hqreae, Wy gy ¢ fs et
T g o Sfergres o & o
ey ¥ exetaar WA § wmrer §
w7 fagre & wrf e go o oA
WY g A WANT ¥ IT TR T 6)
AT 9T | IW I & IGUEA T AW
vt gfreer widr & fear & 1 e
wZ ¥ g g qwar § e Sw e @Y
w1 w% @ § 39 # Aty @ dnly
¥ f I9g oY sy 3 g QT fwar
fw @1 arw F g g T W< AT WY
AT, XF F¥ wewraAT w4 fawrd e
& 1 fore wtfr & 3 ot Frmfor g W=
W IAY 10 7T F ot g o 7 Y
gvrr |

wr¥Iafraggwagesen g s
WOAR ¥ awEiyT A aeT W oa
wT 7y § fafr fer o wr g sw
® afer agar dhft § 1w w0 ww Q@
& @ & Tt ¥ go fafrr 7 wuy
a7 e | % Lo el off & W e
st Aafrrogd g o
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wrd WY ¥ Tew arvee Sy ¥ e
#% forrr & o@ e & W= W WY Q@
forar w7 7% |

wuwar & Sgdwe & fed aiewy
&1 g0 T 7 I ST AATA 6T Wy
R W}, T W . afr e Y
oY & 1 & wrng I § s g
s femn sy ) g i wam Wl
Y oTw AR F @97 ¥ wl gww #
WTIRATH foqr QT 47, T WH W«
T F AL G, TR G T FORE W
gfegfes & wmm &, = ¥ oW
Wy wrew fasre w3 afera, dgere,
e ¥ gU TN ¥ fod awA
T Y | 39 F g wreTRe fear o
THT §, TG I@ T qawor o wE gur
g wnt Iu ¢ s ¥ forw ¥ 9w
T # g & uE )

T WIE W wAr wgar §fw
wreag & WiEr w oy A I
#TET §, 9 WA, I@ W ave o ey
wrT wifgy | BT AWw4T WA
it fgm wY @R argw §, v ik
qfcr % & 1 & wrgav § g A
w1 0¥ dw far arg faw & o fed
FC @ w7 Feary g % | wedr ¥
FraurEy A AT O g & SW A
dw far s anfye o+ s, & oW
a1 W wE T g W g ag e
= fawm # el wraTsY #1 srafiwar
& srf wfgg safe ol a% dar Al
Nl v W e § g
oty ey feeeft 3 ¥fwg e g ot
wr ) T & g s # @y oy WK
geftg wraTeY ®7 srgfirar a4 4 W
aly & 1 grerer gl o & o of Forfer o
wr FTAT oAy §, ag oY wRoly ¥ Y

MARCH 85, 1975

Rly. Budget, 348
1975-16--Gen. Disc.
s wrar § g w o W o figewr
& 1 & oy ot wgmr fe wo ueol &
T T WL GO AT NI FET WO
wamgar g fe fedt fir adwm wic avi
wraTsi ¥ F¥aT AT fipg 1k
@ Ty Y AW Y v W @
fgeal & wiew o Sifirw f o werw
QTATE ¢ | R IO, g Aoy,
g T g o A afew @,
fegem ¥ o fegem & g fred
gu, Sifee & ¥ 7@ e o ot
Frar ST wravgE § 1 o o SR
WAl MAamg -

AFAT, AT ATATET FT FINEEA
Tty af arg & frar § sy v e
7% § fF 7z a3 o 7 37 ) B oy W
& fir ga 7 e @ eT E i gw
F7 ITWET frar a T 9 v ww
ga #7 Frafor oo & o ww WO
srferer Arraor firsy #t wyfer s amere
F A W | W A WigT A H
fearaer w3w & Wy WY & wrew aORIT
¥ wrvg fmar o1 ot agi & A ¥
s wivwreer & o wgr § o< o
ag A T Ay §, &Y 99 smeErEat
Y A g | SufEe § arvareT st
qrax frar s wofige |

AT, @ T Jww & wfw fzw
art § 1 ay-aF wfawrdt &g AW
oy § W ow Bww & AT e
@ W Ay &qw ey
fran w7 § WC T W WA HTH ®
g fow ¥ Y wmm oy ol @
™ T % g afw fafe @l ot
Wy ¥ fegfa 7 guoh | 50 oy
2 fi wraefv Lo wielt ofr WY o a fara
som wifgg ok x@ # g wvw
wifge | WA wefr off ¥ W ™
N wwvee far & e wifiet
awT a¢ 7&f i o wr frr e
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ar o § fie i€ il wag o Al W
o ? @ & oo ¥ AW ¥ qrAARq
st oft & s wTAT Wi f wreraa
WY S g A fway wrqarn, Ay s wrear
ot frware 2w § ¥ darwq & aqfy
wre g &, wfasfedl o @ J@
¥ wtfir o gt @, g &fea @ o

% qF wra T wgar g § fw
ot gl arogo fasr o % Sy fond
gt g &, T@ 7T X waraq w1 a6rar-
qr  farare w3 sofg 1 A ot oA
w1 faeflt & ag oz & % o TU o T
T T, WgT 7 ¥o A€o SHro WL 6
fe w8 ¢ 14 9 Wk @ 9. FEifaaa
qj% w§ 4t ¥fex fee a@ § 97 w2
TH ¥ 97 §1 a1 TE F47 | @A
™ % WHTaTgEE faq T 6 W
HATHT ®) AAT § HAAY wAT Tifgq
forg & war & g9 ag v °F fF garw
T worerg WY @t § 1 gaAr g v H
T HATAG F ANZ FT WA FIATF |

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR
(Ahmedamad): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
I must at the outset repeat what I
said on a previous occasion last year,
on a similar occasion last year, that
Railways are a national organisation,
and therefore, while trying to discuss
the problems and challenges faced by
the Railways, we should take a
national view of the matter rather
than a politival or a partisan wview
of the problems involved. Sir, we are
told, Railways in India are the largest
in Asia and they are the fourth largest
milway system in the world. The new
Railway Minister, Shri Kamilepati
Tripathi, presented his first Budget
this time. I am sorry, he is, at the
moment, pot here. But, I am quite
sure that the Minister who is ably
assigting him will try and understani
the various points and problems raised
by us not only in terms of wur con-
Wtituencies and regional areas, but
also in terms of the general national
development of the ralways as a
whole,

PHALGUNA 14, 1896 (SAKA)

Riy. Budget, 350
1975-76—Gen. Disc.

1 warmly congratulate the new Rail~
way Minister on his maiden perfar-
mance of the presentation of the
Budget, though I am sorry that he
happens to be the 15th Railway Minis~
ter in 27 years! I wish the Railways
were a little inore fortunate in having
some kind of continuity by Thaving
politica] head rathey than having too
many Ministers heading this Ministry.

Reference hag been rightly made to
the late Shri Lalit Narayan Mishra. 1
also join the oiher members in pay-
ing my homuge to him. Whatever be
our differences with him—and they
were many, sharp and acute—the fact
remains that he was a lovable man and
as a parliamentarian and as a mem-
ber of the House, he was liked by all
in various sections.

This year's budget, if 1 might put
it that way, is scit, soothing and sym-
pathetic. ft 15 not surprising, for
alter all, in a sense this is an election
year budget. That being so, it is a
pardonable exercise on the part of the
Railway Minster to do things in such
a way that they do not disturb or
irritate people. That is why you will
seg that he nas not given a further
hike to the fares. But I must say that
the marginal freight rise he has pro-
posed is bound to hit the commobn
man. He has not raised the passenger
fares because they are already prohi-
bitive. But I want to tel] him and the
railway authorities that because 6f tife
existing already high passenger fares,
pasenger traffic has been adversely
affected.

Many hon. members have men-
tioned the Railway Board. Many have
argued for itg abolition. I am one of
those who believe that the Railway
Board certainly needs a radical re-
orientation because after all, old
habits, old tiaditions born cut of the
colonial past and imperialistic tradi
tions die hard. Unfortunately, al.
though the Board does contain 3 num-
ber of people who are expert, know-
ledgeable ang experi d, the fact
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remaing that the old paraphernalia,
modes, moorings, colonial workings
and conventions which have been
built around the Board’'s functioning
have not been removed. Quite often,
the Ministers, whoever they are, find
it very difficult to tackle the senior
officialg of the Beard. They will not
admit it in public, but the fact remains
that the Railway Board officials tend
to take a parrow formalistic view, and
if I may put 1t that way, even a rigid
view of many things concerning rail-
way development.

Therefore, I would repeat this
point which I made in the lasi session
also when the late Shri Mishra was
present, and Shri Qureshi was also
there, listening to that debate—I am
sure he will recall it—that some of
us have been demanding a thorough
revision of the entire railway Code.
I think the Mimster will agree thal
the code hes been in operation for
many many cecades. Changes must!
be incorporated in the code and we
should have a reoriented fresh rail-
way code. If that takes place and
if in that contexi there is a reconsti-
tution of the Railway Board, that
would be welcome. 1 am not taking
a propogandistic view of the matter
and am not arguing against the Rail-
way Board. Merely for the sake of
abolition of the Board. I am not
botherered about abolition, but 1 am
bothered about the obstacles created
and put by some of these old tradi-
tions which come in the way.

Many members have spoken about
the railway ewnployees. Last year's
strike unfortunately disrupted the
rallway functioning, but I hope the
new  Railway Minister's gesture,
welcome as it is, will produce the
necessary climate and gpen a new
chapter of good industrial relations. I
must gay that labour relatlons
and labour morale on the rallway:s
today are not necessarily very
happy. The Minister will agree
that there is 4 certain amoung of
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irritation, a oeitain atmoshphere of
agony and anguish, prevailing gmongs
the railway employees, although ihe
Minister has rightly said thai except
those proved gulty of acts of violence,
the break in service of the rest will
be condoned.

Even with vegard to acts of vollence
I should like the Minister to be sure
that they were proved, and he should
not go merely on the basis of Te-
ports and here say which he gets'
from officials because sometimes those
complaints against certain employe-
es are given in order to take some
kind of vidictive action against those
employees by their respective senior-
people. We have in the Indiaa rail-
ways a large number of experis, en-
gineers and tochnicians. I am .glad
that we have very good railway staff
training colleages. I had occasion to
vigit one particular Railway Sfaft
Training College st Barocda and 1 was
glad to find that not only our own
young men were there but atso &
batch of Railway officials from Bangla-
desh hag come there for training. 1t
was inspiring to see our friends from
the neighbouring developing countries
come to India for getting training,
know how, etc. Such Railway Staff
Training Colleges should strengthened
further.

The hon. Minister has given a lot
of points :bout thke functioning of
the Railways and he ended his speech
by saying that he hoped the year
1975-76 would be a year of promise,
stabilisation ard steady growtn. He
also referred to higher physical per-
formance and petter financia] resulfs.
It was a pious hope and we all share
it. We want the railways to achleve
those objectives. If you look at the
financial position, although it is not
as bad as it was last year because of
the higher level of trafffc that is ex-
pected this year, we have not gone
fully in the direction of exploiting
adequately and namtsctoruy the scope
for economy and rationalisation of
operations,
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1 know the difficulties of the Rail-
way Minister. Afterall the wage Bill
1o avoul 7V per cent and the tuel cosis
are aboul 2u per cenl. Il is difticull to
tud aress where the Minister could
eilect econoimes in terms of wage bill,
especially when there is the turther
ditticulty of additional instalments of
D.A. to the employees almost every
two months. Nonethelesg I dare say if
operational elliciency and productivity
are emphasiied as indeed they must
be, the picture of Raudway tinances
will certainly be better and more at-
tractive.

Coming to ihe gquestion of Railway
Development in general, I am sorry
the Budget makes hardly any reference
to the construction ol new lines. In-
deed, 1t tells us respondently why the
Government leel that no new railwiy
lines could te constructed. I should
have {hought thut wspite of the duh-
culties of the econumic situal.on, and
they are undoubtedly acule -lifhiculties,
the Railway Minster shouii have
gune ahead with the FPlamung ani
construction of new railway Llucs,
particularly in  the backward and
deve}.upmg areas. ] wani i{p mentivn
here the iwo railway lines which
deserve the consideration of the Minis-
ter and they are;: Bliavanagar-Tara-
pore and Kapadwank-Modara in
Sabarkantha district of Gujarat. Guja-
Tal 15 swilering from scarcity cowudi-
tion. The Hon. Home Minister tould
us the other day why Guju.at would
have to continue under i’resideui's
rule.  Why not start these two 1mlway
lnes as part of the scarcity velief ope-
ration? That would have added im-
petus to the projects.

Further, I want to suggest that the
Baroda-Chhota Udaipur line and sume
other narrow-gauge lines, Nadiad-
Kapadyana) acd Nadiad-Petlad .Bhud-
_ran-Pratapnrzgar should be converted
into broadgauge. There is g project
for converting the Ahmedabad-Dalhi

meire-gauge line into broad gauge.
?‘;;93 survey was completed in July

I do not know whether Mr.
Qureshi can give any promuse, but
Perhaps the angwer is: no flnance, It

3807 LS§—13.
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will perhaps be the perennial answer!
You will nave to set down certain
priorities und go forward, Tois Lne
should be laken up because Gujarat
and Rajasthan thiough which this hue
goes are border arcas with our neigh-
bour, West{ Pukistan, For the move-
ment of goods, foodgruins und other
unportunt matenuls, the dislance bet-
ween Delin oud Anmedabad will be
cut down, and 1t will be done only
it you have uroad gauge.

The Vivamgam.Okha-Porbander
line should also ba converted irom
metre gauge to bread gauge. 1 know
the wourk 15 going on, but the puce is
very slow. [ want it to be accelerated.
1 beleve it requires an amount of
Rs. 25 , Rs. o0 crores, out if it 18
delayed from eai to year, instead of
Rs. 25 crores oy wil require Rs. 4V
crores laler on.

Kutch 1s a  backward area. Dr
Mohipatray Mchta has alspy mentioned
it, ‘theie has wcen a continus cvemand
for many years voiced in Parhament
also that the  Gandhidham-Lakhpat
train must be extended to Abhuasha
via Mundra, Ebedereshwar and Man-
dvi. It is only 50 mules in terms of
broad gauge. 1 do not know why the
railway authorities are not willing to
go ahead with it.

There is an Asscciation 1n Bombay
which has subm.tted very studied pro-
posals. Indeed, tbey have made some
research and they propose that if ine
necessaly engineenag-cvm-traffie sur-
vey is made for the broal gauge line
from Dahod 1 Parchmahal 1o Jhamar-
kota in Rajasthan via Jhalod and the
line 15 construeled on a priority basis,
it will mean a saving of more than
Rs. 300 crores in foreign exchange
annually and it will mean carrying of
more goouds a0Jd passenger traflic as
well.

If we want development of the Rail
ways, efficiency, produetivity punctua-
lity must deflnitely improve. I am one
with Henumanthaiaji when he says
that punctuahty must improve, but
even after starting electric tramns,
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punctuality has not improved, nor has
the running time been reduced. If
the same time is taken, what is the
use of introducing electric trains be-
cause these are introduced for quicqg
movement?

The problem of ticketless travel 18
a social one. You cannolt mercly
blame the railway authorities for it
I find that many times the so-called
young people, angry young pecple,
educated young people try to go to
various places :n trains without t.ckets
at all. That ig not fair.

The Ahmedabad-Bombay rail traflic
has been dislocaled for nearly a week
because the rallway authorities found
that the vaitarna Bridge was unsafe.
But even when there is no minusoon,
no floods, how has the bridge suddenly
been found unsafe. Theretore, greater
care has to be taken in the building
and maintenances of such bridges on
which important fast express trains
run.

I want very briefly to refer to the
very good point made by my Hon.
friend Shrimati Parvathi Krshnan
regarding wagon tonnage and wagon
earnings. I want to know whether
the railway authorities have given any
attention to the problem of commercial
orientation of f:eight movement, Will
they please tell us what the ecarnings
are? Affer all yvou are having so much
tonnage of geods movement, that is all
right, but you must also tell us whe-
ther you are really having the maxi-
mum possible esrnings from this. We
are not given the facts and flgures. I
would like this to be made a profitable
propasition. For axample, in you carry
90 to 96 tonnes of coal I am told four
Wwagons are required, but if you carry
the same guantity of sugarcane, seven
or eight wagons are required. Surely
the value of four wagons and the value
of eight wagons are not the same.
When certain commodities like sugar-
cane can be ezsily carried by road,
why can't you do it?
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I woulg like the Western Railway
Headquarters to be shifted from Bom-
bay to some cther important town like
Ahmedabad or Bareda.

]
= .

As many as 75 traing still stand
cuncelled in the Bhavnagar-Rajkot
regions in Saurashtra. They must be
started 1mmediately. Top prionty
must be given to the supply of diesel
engines to important trains uke the
Somnath Mail Kirt: Express and the
Bhavnagar Mail running in Saurasira.

The second class passengers must be
given more amenities hke sleeping
berthy for lunger durations of travel
as also larger ond more wailing halls
at raldway staliuns,

In Ahmedabad ihere are a large
number of “eople who have business
connections 1n Caleutta and there is
heavy traflic between Ahmedabad and
Howrah, So, why not start a direct
train service belween Viranzam and
Howrah because the present arrdange-
ment 1s grossly inudeguate? A large
number of people from U.P., Bihar,
Delhi and Punjab live in Ahmedaba1—
in lakhs. They have been demandirg
a direct line fiom Ahmedabad to
Bhopal, Kanpur, Allahabad and Vara-
nasi. This direcl train service also
should be introduced. I undecstand
that ihe Southern Railway time-table
is printed in Tumil also; I am happy
about it.  Similarly why not have the
Weslern Railway time-table in Guja-
rati also? Luring nights, hawkers
and vendors shoul on the platforms
“Chai garam" and other things, dis-
turbing the pLeople who are asleep.
Why not have a rule that say belwuen
12 midnight and 5 am. when trains
are passing and people are sieeping
inside the trains the hawkers should
not be allowed 1o shout vn the plat-
forms? If sume passenger wants
tea, he can get down and get it from
the stall

I hope the hon. Minister will look
into all these suggestions.
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SHRI P. V. G RAJU (Visakhapat-
nam): Sir, the railways are the lead.
ing transport system in our ~ountry
1 feel that we should not only develoo
the railway svstem but we  should
develop our road and water transpo:t
systemg also. All the three should
be linked together.

I may be forgiven if T am a lithle
theoretical because as a student of
Indian econnmics at Madras we had
a paper on the Indian railway sysiem
and I am only repcating what T read
30 years ago. 1 was told that the
Indian railway sy:tem was developed
by the British with the special pur-
pose of selling {heir own raillway hues
in India and therefore, the s3stem
was broad gauge and metre gauge
whereas in Eurospe they have 1 gen-
eral gauge. Therefore, though we
are larger than Europe we are smaller
so far as railways are concorned. Our
railway lines ¢e not have the rame
strength as in Europe I am {11
that the Indimn hroad gauge svston
has a weight f 9 lhg per unit of
rail while 1t is 15pn lbe in Furope. In
metre gaure i1 ie 60 Yhe 80 rail Tbe
can only bhear a speed of 65 to 70
MPH. T am ftold that the ralway
track in India has not bern improved
m the last 25 or 20 years. We still
make raile of 9 lhs for hroad gauee
When we have our own sgteel in‘fusiry,
why can't we have the same track
weight as 1n Europe, ie, 15p lhe?
Then we can increase the opeed of
frains from 65 to 70 MPH t{n ncurly
il MPH Thercfore, T am onlvy sav-
g that as 1 sfudent | used to lean
thal we have to give nriority to  an
essential woint about the Indian rail-
wiys, namely, that while 1lien
riilwayg are only 90 lbs  the Euro
Pean railways have 150 Ibs,

There is another point. The rail-
ways in India have been built on the
same pattern as the railways in the
United Kingdom, WNow that the Uni-
led Kingdom has joined the European
Economie Community, it is having
difficulties to take the rolling stock of
the European railway system. There-
fore, in the referendum which the
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Umted Kingdom is going to hold to
decide whether UK should join the
EEC or not, this 15 ane of the points.

As a malter of fact, in Europe and
America the roilways and roadways
are inter-linked. It 18 possible in
America for a tiailer which carries
about Tg or 80 tcnnes to be hoisted or
placed in the reilway wagon. Then
the railway wagon goes from one
centre to unother centre and the trail-
er is removed from the wagon and
kept on the road by an object; since
1 do nol know the technieal {erm, 1
am usmg the word “object™. That
ohject places (he trailer Irom the
100¢ on the ilway wagon or  from
the raillway wagon on the 1cad.

The railwsy track bridges in Europe
angd America can carry a weight of 75
to B0 tonnes. In India the railway
bridges can carry only weight of
50 to 55 tonnes.

1 do not know whether it is possible
to increase th. weight capacity of
our bridges. Certainly, effort should
be made to have broad-gauge lines
with wider br dges and more power-
ful hridges between major cities like
Maidras, Bombay, Calcutta ang Delhi

In this connection, I may say that
I have been 1mfiurmed that in  Japan
they have developed a new sy-tem of
an uver-head track. They have a
track which runs in the air and the
railway wagons are attached to the
track. The Japanese trains rub
it o speed of about 300 km per hour,
which 1s much more than what the
Indian railways can think or reaching
I do not know if it is possible for the
Indian railways to reach the same
speed as the Japanese trains,

MR. CHAIRMAN, He should con-
clude in anothar two minutes,

SHRI P. V. G. RAJU: I have only
two points. One is that the rallway
track should pe improved. The
second point is that the railways
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should be linked with the road trans-
port. 1 would sav that the road trans-
port in our couniry is one of the most
backward in the world. The Indian
road bridges cinnot bear a weight of
more than 12 tonnes if they are
national highways and 8 tonnes ¥
they are State higbwayvs. The Indian
railway bridges carnot bear more than
50 tonnes. We will certainly be
considered backward when we com-
pare ourselves with the railway tracks
in Europe. Therefore, we should try
tq increase the capacity of the rail-
way bndges to bear at least 80 founes
as in Europe snd Amcrica. 1 do
not know how much it will cost. But
certiiinly the effort should be made
because the railway transport  sys-
tem is the basis on which we can
develop.

There is cnly one more point that I
want to make. 1 would not like &
composite railway system to he dev-
eloped in the country. All the metre-
gauge should 1= consverted into broad-
gauge. Here, I would say, there 1523
wonderful railway station in India
that is Banglore city. 1 do not know
if my friends know that you can g0
{p Bangalore city on broad .gauge
from Madras; you can g0 to Banga-
lore city on metre-gauge from Hydera=-
pad on the castern side and you can
go from Bangalere city to Mysore
on narrow-guuge. Surprisingly, there
are threc railway lines to Fangalore
city.  This should Le abolished, 1
can understand melic-gauge and
broad-gauge lines golng to Bangalore
city but mot nmrow-gauge. 1t shows
only narrowness of mind of the Indian
railways. Nariow-gauge should be
converted into broad-gauge snd metre-
gauge should be converted into broad-
gauge. This is my request to the
hon. Minister of Railways.

Thank you for giving me an 2ppor-
tunity to speak nn the Railway Bud-
get.
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oft Twsrare werw feg (o9@) ¢
et W, Fo gaw 5 & gw A
¥ W9 aue qT wu faare W 6
& vy Yo vt ot aferer A e
F afer sy sl wiTa FET AR
Z, frrr  femeedt o @ wfsT
aform & weaes 2w & fafaw faoy
BT gATHEL T A FT FT{ WA AT
ﬂﬂﬂmifﬁ-ﬂpﬁ%o Hro aig, ¥ fa
arEt 1 T A, & g 7 A gy &t
dafga w7 AEAT F

wast % Ay w feAEERE F
o Ft Ar faar war ar | SR A
ST vl A e e,
st Sufegfy g——afea  a|g 7 &g
qoreT w1 fRar o gEE W @
TAETT ¥ ATTEd g g qEs
A% T TS FATT &1 GIoAT W A
qu i aars wf € 1 ag T AR
grar 2 g 7 fafaw T 1 IgH
gy faar 1 wmn @ 5 o=faa &g
g f ;- aa F7 Sworw fEat g1, a9
T war qfzsdr gy qoigfa &1 A
THET TIT T

AT B g AT FT AW Y qfea
arg ¥ frar ani e s & f dfeasit
I FTA F1A GA TG

F TIREAIT TR
IEFT F4 Bl T |

(vm) -

1 veRwe wary fog o e
f ey S X TR § SHET w0 &)
T

o & W & T Ay HY F@aw
1 @ o ¥ 33 avg OF 99 e A
15 e &, o f & a fg fawa-
faerrera &7 faemdf 9T 1 1942 W 1
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sy o1 fgrg Freaforarwg & ww o
ufqy Taw wieY Sty g€ dfesh 3
o w.§0 g0 o &7 fofzm & fag
e w3 & 9F s gfem” T
orE qadr A Tyt ok ErRE
qar @ | W7 FHFT IS AT QA
gt W 3% 9uew AT §om § ¥
& gordt syt ¥ wrea &1 mwndr A
sifaw srerd # W fagr | Wrew & weTE
ZI & qF 9T FT I AT AT T
Fart & grady ar, dfegst s Aw Y
& T 1 I £V sggeay w14, GAT
ERUREEL G IS
gt 7% qfeast o7 7 woAfA
Ha ) = e w9 AR @
Zor &1 fora At Y 79t of gaweiar
¥ # &, qo fosrrae feefy Y 1 A
# TFAT & WL . F7 g=m oA
s feam & 1 s, =fer, qF, ofvew
FT FE WIAAT 70T 7 HATHY & WIRA ALY
28 A ow E A 3w ga WA
FY TTHRT KT AT AITA ATHTC G7
g, dfeasit av & site sfrae g3r iy
9T E |
o fawrr & T o & W
o Gy v @ gt gerd oy Swar
q & | 3w &7 F1E o OAT AefeR AE
& fomet ¥ ¥ grg Peey 7 frelt A0
A A @AY | @ H ABAAT 9T
XU ¥ WIET T AFAAT FT FIA 2 0
o X 7oA o afe g A e
SHTT AT T FHAT 9T, a2 a% F mE F
@A AT AW g7 Y qTAT &) ¥F AW
ﬁmwﬁr%mﬁsaﬁ B
nirs ofee & @« afes  anfors
W giepfrs g ¥ @ 2 A oF 9
W &t § 1w qfeast ger aRw
Hfer 1o welt & o A gEfer w3
T &, &Y ¥ qvr w gy wvar £ o Ty
g % o aw Y qur foem omd
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I 9 TrAT ¥ adr g & W I aAY
% fedtgs a1 ¥ 391 #1 F™7 F=AT
AT § | 9 WA § oy 4 fedlww
T I G| FIT 070 o HITTTo Tho
ora § fedts &1 519 1969 § qrOW
g 1 Ffew 77 AWt = § 9 fedra
AT T, 3R ey fraw w1 qrew
TEY gUT | wAaT ¥ uAr 9o § fF Ay
qaeATye. fedtas a7 2, ag =37 997
fedtaw & 1 7aW zAAT auar T8 ¥
o ag wifeal w1 31w auq 9T 997 99,
U FHATIT § AAAAT TqTT FT
"% 4T YT gEH F1 Tar ghaerg
g% | gz1 7 wmfgqr 5F §9T 9%
TAA & AT A AA T G GGIAA
A

FOET F AR H oA o WA K
5 T w7 & At 4 ST X 4 7,
HTTATAML, AT F 17 9% FET5,
ATH AR gAFgT @1 fedtas aa
faqr w1 AfFA AAge &1, 9 e
=T & qraar e a1, fedvaT A
FATAT TAT | THo UKo LoAX A ¥ faT
= F o4 e & ow fedtaT fasew
any gar, @1 IT%1 fedraa a9 e
mar | &g ® A sy st fedraw
gar F¢ g9 fedrgs g f2d =0 )
Mage afazfas gfiz 7 oF agegd
w31 Az 3T M 2o fagre A
Frear & 1 ozee fazm ® WS gReEly
AT AT R FA AT AAE
T TP aE Em WO § 0w
g & 9% FI6r I AR WK
ga gfaare &1 Far fr o frard &
F21 % G4 T HF ¥ AL F AEH
AT | OF Wi § 5 A% g4 98
tamw fear ar fw fom avg & <o
fedtarm &1 4% #AET 99 @I § IH TQ@
& gty ot @ o) I s R R
SeT WEEd TH W &Y IO & |
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[+ wrsswe g3z fuz)

o gge 7 a fedtew % ¥, oW aw
YT AR T A oo A 9w
Ty Farew F faom g€ v qe
¥ fedflow ady a7 @971 ) FAvR W
farwama # wite Ay 7 gfvgearg &
T afaw w19 & 1 wafed wmon § 5
gfeq &t ayr 7 fedom =7 @
FEtEg & )

graer-foam &1 fasdr & graEr
arr & FEEEE w7 faete g
St &t iy & e S =
7 1 Y R aw TR g amr
¥ 7 At faw aw faarige g st
2

# AT wAY St 7 fRaA e
f& @@ g@ 7w fr T g
gFT & ST =Ty s a9 oh
gAY €4 ¢ WY AR ¥ g A
¥ @1 IEM ITAT A SUTET AWM
FT @@ | gt mfzal #1 o aAe
g ST Jrhed |

froqwa 912 o Awe FATT F T
s tadw § oad frr 2R
THY AT AT AT AM@T § IR A
fawga T & 1 oY TR @1g @ B
fradua & ag @ mE gAT F 79
a7 O AT A & WX AW F FFATE
g1t & | Tafaw w97 e fear smar
wifgn f& fradvm & 718 wg-9yg@ w7
ares-ar frd g1 svfen wi o Fradma
F arg A freent wiw faedl Towel
q &1 & & =gy 97 sufeqa g arfaar
it qreT a1 7

# g wEdr F1 4| TH I
famre avgaT g 6 s dvquEd
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1 7T X WY aga @ Do TN E )
o fawmr & W qaqd = R ¥ TR
o g Trd oY fi ST o e
Ft oW, AW R Y g oW
Vg A TFW AACFATIE FRIUEH
w1 oy | AfEw ¥ 2w @ g framda
weft afas a1 & fAa7 & a2 @ 7w
FTRT ¥ & €1 21 721 8 09 St syreqr
FA AT 5 6 a7 F amg AT 6 A aw
FTH FCF F g F AN TZ 3F T
F1ATH 74 § 77 1 f5v 7 freagmer
F AU gvegEs 3 AN A I oA
79 AR &1 H@T T owam o3
HTET T T F29 47 TUTT &7 2T 2 |
fafqses ¥ 7va 7 1€ =9 917 T2
AT a2 AT | AT & AT ¥ oA
foffezs & gz 7 1 9% urev #
A7 WY AEN FLTA W7 GUH a7 F AL
ATET W fed ®oEr 3T F1 b OET Ay
FEeaT aAMfEgm 1 A @Er wEEE
H fadeT F&7 ¥ wAoTEEe T %1
FT9 &7 Y 1 Ao AT A gars
4 TR g 4 |

uF AA A Z TR AR g
Y & agA A THE AT T T A
4% gu | AgT A AP IO ¥ K
T THE FT T @A FH TSR
@ a0 & 991 afww gy & oarew
g€ 4 A% faim ¥ % a9 gAwl
frr w@ q 1 M WA R
FAE W CAAES & AT qE hEar
gt & Aemw adE @ a1 s
T faw gu & I ZTn W A
31 fomaT 1974 7% 9% gO0H d
fam Jtfor &1 w9y Afaw waEE
AqAT ST & WL & ATZ IT T g T
F4 g 7 fam Tar & v e
HHAT ST @I ¥ TEA § IT AT
arfow == w@r & & g & oS
fat & wrzRe fog &7 faar @
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gl O ATETET 0% ¥ UF WTEE!
i OT W AW GAE AF ¥ 457 gAT
%1 wgT gUA ZTEW ¥ wade T
g fiorr gar & | ST wredy A # Y
F A ATEH ® AUA A AT F K
FHWT IYANT &V & | AH-IAEA TEH
FTH IHY I B9AT FHEA & U
TE FT AHEA T T T G |
qF TG TAT WEITAST W W[
frar  Seftardt mew &Y 7 T muAr
sty faelt @ =fF w1 =9 %
SOTET 97 FHTH FT SUATAT FINT AZ
I At wwAT # AT ' E g
T AN AEEr I § AvEr & few A
ag fstave sfeaagy & 1 eafAm &
fade= a=ar f& waw 7 A Y Ay
wHi Tae 47 go @ Fraww ALE R/
FET P T AT A AfAA ATH A AT
AT & o1 gawT araa femr @
9 o 71 wAF A a7 T gem
& Am &1 gl #r wrEArfEr
FAFE F AR AT AT AEF TAE
FHATVE] F1 WA AATFATAE TILITH
#1 &t 9 Wi A Tl S g% 36
fro 54 & F ovaEw fee 5T %
f5. fom w7 foa-fem %1 ag wvis
& am | wor e 2 fw ST anfee
T & AFAT R IR £ OI9 N 4g ¥
7 A8 fewA grit ifzr wm o 9w g
I

S W GOAT 9T WA £ §
TEH A 057 AT A TR W A A
geETE 1 wrear g faw & weanr i
Al It W wW F gE @ Ak |
w1 v & ol e &
WIT §9E ¥ gurd v we dfe o
Wt w9 wT & aew @6 9T Og ey
W grg ¥ b & aronr
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SHRI PAOKAI HAOKIP (Ouler
Mampur), At the outset I congratu-
late the Mimster and {be Miaistry as
a whole for the budget.

I should express my thankfulness to
the new Mimsier for a number of new
proposals. The proposals are tihere
before us, that 1s to say, 1t is con-
tained 1n his speech and in the diffe-
rent papers circulated to us.

The hon. Minister has come for-
ward and said that there will be no
more increase in the passenger fares
and freight rates This 15 one of
the happy thungs. The steps regard-
g wncieasing the number of facilities
have got to be vigorously implemen-
ted.

Sir, one happy thing 1s this. In the
matter of recruitment of  Scheduled
Castes and Scheduied Tribes, he says,
he 15 determined to implement this
policy, by ercouraging members be-
longing to Scheduled Castes aund
Scheduled Tribeg and other backward
classes lo get emnployment and that
these facibities will be provided for
students i the umiversity campus for
1eservation purposes.

About the cther facilities a num-
ber of my predecessors who have
spuken have aiready dealt with them
and I do not thunk I have mucn to ndd.
But nevertheless 1 would like iy say
that n regard to faciliics over the
years we have Leen told that the faci-
hties will be increased and amenthies
will be increased. But what have
we witnessed today? It 1s true that
the Raillways are not different todsv
from what we have been seeing. But
today, I find, from the new budget
proposals, 1 has been stated that
more facihities will be proviled anda
this  matter will be taken cure of,
and will be luoked into.

The most d'stressing thing 1s  this.
In the raiway compartments we find
that there 1s no proper light, theie
is no proper lavatory, there ara no
proper book-stalls or other cater:ng
facihitics and services. These facilities
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lacking and these
things  should be properly looked
into and improved. Who 18
responsible for these things?  Every-
one of us 6 responsible. Whenever
anythung happens one is pronz 19
blame the DMinister and Railway
Board. But we should fry to im
prove these things. But has the posi-
tion mmproved to the extent we desire?
The reality has been this. Thesc
facilities, have been absent all along.
Now that the pew Minister has taken
over, I hopg he will look after these
amenities and facilities very effective-

ly.

and services are

19.00 hrs.

So far as constiuction of new ral-
way lineg are concerned, a numter
of speakers have already spoken

about the same in the present con-
text of our ccuntry. We all talk
about national inteirgration. But, that
can only be uchieveq when there 1S
sufficient neltwurk of mrways, rallways
and river transport. Among  these
systems, air traffic 1s the expensive
one. Common people cannot avail
of this facilily River trauspori 1§
not an easy one. Road transport iS5
important. But, railways are most
important which can carry more
passengers. When Government thinks
of npational integration, one way of
achieving this is to lay more and
more railway lines. What has been
done over the meany years? When
you think of construeting a new rail-
way line you take into consideration
the economic wviability of the re-
gion. When we talk of national in-
tegration, this cousideration has fto
g0. We are compelled to invest
more and more funds in construcllag
new railway lines. Sir, I come from
the north-ecastern region—NManipur.
For centuries, Manipur-Tripura have
no railway lines. The only line that
is there is from Assam. Heie our
demand is this that the Government
must examine introduction of one
train from New Delhi to Gauhati via
Farakka. Our demand has also been
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for extension of the line from the
New Bongaigaon upto Gaubati &0
that this line may be effectively uti-
lised by the masses. I hope that
this will be taken into consideration
by the new Minister.

I am now concluding with the ful-
lowing. In the Fitth Plan geriod,
the ministry will pay ils atteation for
the development of the eastern re-
gion 1 order to bring that with the
levels of the other parts of the coun-
try.

1 hope the ministry will give its
earnest consideration for the develop-
ment of these areas by providing
link to this part of the country,

Wi waw fay Aw (TEET)
gaafa o1, & =F a9z & fa, W@
s afsq St 7w fear &, gawr
gifas Furt Fav g 1 gufr @@ A
W T R A FW AT 9T g0
FT10 T &, FiFT T AHAT §, IAW K
g ;@ Al g § | 4% 4gd
qEAE & o

oF & F© 91T g1 ugrEr Ay
¥ aT¢ § FEgA wgAn §, ;ifw g
A AFATE & IAF F T X FE §
a1 ag wré weafr A geh 1 Ah
safgedt & fr ¥ Fratem g Qar
¢ @zl uw o 7 a1 &aw amar fet-
Hrzz ¥ F1 A & 1 e foe § g
Fr§ ¥| ArzA g &, @gr @ M ant
W 3T Afvwar &1 it @Y FAT o9fe
e gaT & IRE qfaE [WOTH Wl
%y faataw svar 7 a1 wr w8, awi
W & Ffew =g ¥ A Frafueenr
¥ ar ¥ for A Yo e @ g,
#lET q1 T Avdt g, FfeT s o
¥ o o wvey At ol § 1wt
w1 ¥ drwar § W g aIoeE g
8" 27 wwm uwEne gfaw Y
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G M—gwrt gy AR
fRAI F AT I AR ™ I
of, arefr oy =T ave o, SfEw T
qra-wEAT & goEr @7 1906 ¥ frafa
¥y ATAT AT g4 1906 T N
grere oY oS Y grerg @y 9L A A
mEy 1 ¥ Pt Y e vy o o
¥T ¥ @ §—ag 7 7 Faw 1 wiear
o &, FYT K AT AW AAAT AT
sUd A1fF AW & ol T g
wi1q s & 68 g e e a3
fisdt #Y werwE SrAr & A7 R R
aar o &, feh W FA A 9T g,
afe I @ a7 miear T@ faed
¥ wmT =t wfemr meAr v Al
It oA & fordt réy v By foger ST @
F¥AT § ST WA 7RIS P 9 2T
9T AEY TZT qFA # |

qUTIT AETET, WIAH! ATSAT FHT
—frer fot & oY ¥ U uw A
Homn, IX AT A 7 50 A7 ¥
faan & 55 mEedm €% ¥ ¥
UF gHYT NME 105 W™D T €T,
IAN F 84 wradt WY W F | W AW
®YAt LT F @A av 8, afz gw S
& fad oo @ 7 sfeard dar & sriEfy
@ 7R few avg ¥ S ST w9 )

1915 ¥ & Wgwt &7 UG 4T,
37 g7 g ¥ wuggr & Ay
W7 g fawry ¥ fad 7g & nar
a1, qfzar mfe & 7 @€ €, qfF ;@
weTE & qAWT qr 1 AfEw T dE
9T AL AE WERT, gatHa wad w1
IETT A 9 WY AT § IR W
wrET g fawrdy  wa gurd wad
AT a9 0§ @, e o e Wi
FATEr AT WY AE G
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FITHT g FET FEIT BT O
fesar FrEre ¥ aorew & fAr spran
g—uferm wg ag feear Y w5 fov
T HTAT 2, a9 A O wrar —
# wrean g f a7 fasar Jomar srar
afzr v fFt w wmEs W
g g, el w1 A e g
8, e ag A9 7w & fr ag
3q fesy ¥ &5 #v Ay A@TF W
AT TEE AW, At q® wEem
o¥ A7 7 I w4 g ¢ i 9z fesan
oTr g AET & AT 39 &7 fAoem g
g

foedt & gt @z S & fay
ey d fesa W FET § 0 oWy
FAAAT AR AT AR AT FL G
T, qg AT & 341 ag fesmar—
FAX & FHEE ¥ gR g faeamy
g f& uF frear g o, W&fF ggd
# fosx 777 4 917 &7 M7 I
fazdr fadt  famsr w@mw a9
foar, sfae &1 7% @gr & S0 AO
aea &V ¥ (A7 dave g oA &
g St w0 faar w33 @
¥ F7 o wrT AW AT SO Y ST VR
N7 AN gAmAT T F OFTT FA
qe ST ZT WM F WRIAT F A9
Tg fesy fFr = 1 wa ArA foex &
a0 @© 2, afeq saw s &l
¥ FATE v &1 A (FRET
¥t & A0 A g 5 van wed
FATd T W1 94T gl g arfw g
T ¥ Qo THo TAo FANT giawr §
HT AT & | AETETE § WY AN IE
¥ {rmT g § wify awrw % fan
gam! giar qudt & | &% & #% A0
wed A FT AL FT WA g A0
go% wAET uh WY dg &Y &
aTf ST TI9C T A T FT QIO
¥ o oER |
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[ wag Fag A

ww & faoelt ¥ wegrw & fay
TF MET ¥ AT H OFPAT WRAT g
qE I THE 9T T WY AT 7 AT
framr g a1 A o8 s Fean E
gard us i @ fr faelt & FEET
¥ frg o @ omdr w=ri oso
forom aTq adtAry vEETT T S
We AT W@l gy agATg o g )
TH AT F IO F FTE AR0FE Ghar
gnit fy Wa A1 AFUY A% A
T % & 1915 F A vy amA
faore &t awsr 7€ & A1 3w
qug i a8 e g7 i s v
Tz ¥ Ay @ afew wav gdAT
FF =T & ar WY q1ET A7) 81 /A 20
ifs &gy F oW TET £ T ¥
fair 2w & & g 7Fw g F o=
Tt ¥ qdew st wraw | gafay ey
FEEE TF F Ay FFATT vrEH
T 4T ey savy frar w0 FEe-
T F UE 14,000 BT F FArE
9 UF TAT T A47 27 & foww A
T g FAA ¥ oAy fawr g
qAL WO F, GAT A OWCE R, AT
aret wf ol =qra 2, famet g
§ far smEi Am sy & ewfar
Wt gg oy #f gfawr ¥ & o @
OSIT 1 WM FL FWIT T &
FYSAr WA 1 & T F W g gheay
STH FL | BEIT e ¥ w9
FYAT qF A4 2, FIUI7 7 A% &
IR s afET G o

gare gzt mrom avdy, difr ardy i
FEEHET fisza & foy gn ¥ 1 o agi
& ami & for gfaar wiwr &
drared a1 #Y o § S wraATd
H ¥ RATHEI FI T TEAT FHA E |
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wer &1 w8 s ¥
qERTYT 9T gHAT & 1 wow fak W
AT FT EAT TEG & 1 ey fomem
FUTA TET FYAT 4T, ST § ey
SFTT § WA FT WIWT ALY FIGT AT |
afew fawe &1 am gy ara & fraa
ZRTO TAT AT FT §FAT | AF av
feamag & qa w1 Y T R &0
Al W9 ZHTY S97 49T $T |

UF WEAT g7 AR & I & gt
wE g EwT WA, TR ST §
wer, ferrerr & AW ST 94T, AT dF
FET A1 A 9w a+ frogAwr fgm-
I sao A Ave a1 fare A AR
oA T &7 &A1 Jgr famr S
# wumAT 7 fF gATe T wEy afrgr faw
7 g7 9y T VA 1 WaIH WAl 69
i gz AT FToFIn ifE AwT
F% WS &1 OTE

zq WAL § AT &t YT LA At
T W FGTET AT ATEAT E

= At (s wawafe feard)
T T FZTATT FLETAT AT § IO
sHor AT 7

SHRI SHIYAM SUNDER MOHA-
PATRA (Balasorei. It 15 for the
first tume that T was happy that under
the leadership of Pandit Kamlapati
Tripalt there was no rise in the price
of tickets. It 1 for the first time
that we see a comfortable sigh pervad
ing the corridors of the Lok Sabha.
All members were happy that people
in the enlire country heaved a sigh
of relief that there was no rise in the
price of tickets.

At the same time, I should bring
home a cardinal factor in this  as.
pect to the hon. Minister, that e
must see that in the next budget the
price of tickets should go back to the
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level of 1872, My suggestion may
sound very odd. But if you go through
the price rise, you will find that bet-
ween 1974 and 1975, the price has gone
up by more than 50 per cent. The
chair car ticket from Howrah to Delhi
wag perhaps Rs. 117; now it is Rs. 148.
It is the business tycoons who have
left travelling in sleeper carg in air-
conditioned coaches and taken to the
air~-conditioned chair cars. Can we,
the middle clasgs people, afford to pay
Rs. 188 for this? So I hope our pro-
gressive Minister of Raillways will
consider, while presenting the next
Budget, going back to the 1872 level
of the price of tickets. It will be a
dynamic, revolutionary move.

1 must again thank the Railway Mi-
mister that he has obliged the people
of Onissa by including two or tnree
more members in the Zonal Railway
Commuttee, He had said in his budget
speech that when the Zonal Railway
Committees were formed, States’ re-
presentation would be kept in view, If
you consider the goods traffic of the
entire India moving in all the zonal
railways, 65 per cent moves on  the
South Eastern Railway. If that is so,
I want to know what is the percent-
age of the Qrissa people serving on
the South Eastern ‘Railway? A gquota
must be fixed. 1f the S, E. Railway is
carrying 65 per cent of all the railway
goods traffic, why not give a bigger
quota of representation to Orissa in
the South Eastern Railway? I think
this is a vevry honest suggestion.

The food supplied in the trains by
the catering department is below
standard. Tea served on railway plat-
forms is worse than anything. It is
four times poisonous. The tea served
to passengers is black in colour, Un-
fortunately, the Catering Committee
has been abolished on the suggestion
of some Committee. I suggest that
wholetime gocia] workers should be
put into this Catering Committee.
They must go and supervise the stan-
dard of food served on the platforms.
If the food is found to be bad, the
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licences of the vendors should be can-
celled and drastic action should be
taken because it is poison whicn is
given to the passengers, Why should
the standard of food be bad when we
are going in for all round develop-
ment of railways?

Orissa has been neglected all these
years by the Railway Board, There
has been a persistent demand by the
politica]  parties that the Banstani-
Jagpura line should be constructed.
There have been violent agitations
and peaceful agitations for it. Aill the
newspapers were full of ecomments
that this is a line which is a lifeline
connecting all the mineral areas of
Orissa. But I understand that only
Rs. 1 lakh has been earmarked for
this line. It is a shame that only a
lakh of rupees has been sanctioned
whereas the total expenditure amounts
to more than Rs 20 crores.

in any case, the Rourkela steel
plant area should be connected with
tne Paradeep port. There should be
railway lineg through all the tribal
areas. Unless you develop the tribal
areas, the fute of India will never be
changed, the fate of Orissa wall never
be changed because 33 per cent of
the population of Orissa are tribals
and Harijans,

The argument adduced by the Rail-
way Board against this is that they
are uneconomic lines. Unless you put
the railway lines. how can we improve
the cconomic condition of these areas,
It i no use saying that these areas
are not developed., Unless we have a
deep infra-structure, we cannot bring
about economic development Gandhi-
ji had saiq that Orissa is the poorest
of the Provinces, Qur esteemed
Prime Minister has said a number of
times that the people of Orissa are
very poor. Is it possible to improve
the fate of Orissa by allocating only
a lakh of rupees for this Bansbani
Jagpura line? So many suggestions
are lying with the Ministry of Rail-
ways for a line between Bhadrak and
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Chahmbali and certain other areas.
was informed that a committee to sur-
vey the uneconomic lines or some-
think like that wag there; it 18 time
that that committee sent its report
Government should come forward with
definite sugpgestion how those lines
could b¢ made economical instead of
telling people that they are unecono-
mic lines.

I come from Balasore where there is
a defence installation, It 1s the only
one of its kind n the entire South-
east Asia. There is no quots for Bala-
sore passengers I any important
train. Ag far as Madras Mail 15 cun-
cerrved, there is quota from Dalasnre
to Madras but there is no quota from
Balasore to Howrah. The defence
personnel want o go to Howrah.
Sometimes Ministeras depend upon re-
plies submbitted by the officers But
the Minister must also have time to
go through our suggestions they must
not always accept the draft letters
which emnate from the officens of the
Railway Board but must also go iniv
the legitimacy and the logic of the
suggestion and then only arrive at
conclusions.

The Indian Railways are fortunate
in having an integral coach factory.
1 saw a picture of the double decker
which we are poing to exvoort ‘o Indo.
nesia. Our engineers are in no way
inferior to others, While travelling
abroad, I have heard senior techno-
crats and engineers praising Indian
engineers, Similarly our coaches are
equal te any one anywhere in the
world. What is required is main-
tenance, In first class compartments
I have found that the seats were cut
by blades, It is a fearful sight lonely
ladies are travelling in railway com-
partments but there is no RPF; Trains
between Howrsh and Cutiack and bhet-
ween Howrsh and Balasore sometimes
run witho it RPF men. There iz dan-
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ger to their safety and  security.
There are besides a lot of charges
against the RPF people. Corruption
is writ large. If corruption could be
eradicated from the Railways the
railways income would go up by
ten times. We are increasing fares
and freights but we are not able to
improve the standard of the Railways
because there is no increase in the
income. We are unable to give more
money to the workers because the
Railways are in deficit, And the Rail-
ways are 1n deficit because millions
of pcople are travelling without tic-
kets Are they not in collusion with
the ticket checkers®” I am  trade
urionist. T have seen in my consti-
tuency how those people corrupt the
officers and the RPF Ticket check-
ers are in co'tusion with the offen-
ders Exemplary punishment should
be given to those péople 2o that these
are cradicated for ever.

Some trade unions with infantile
approach to things have some vest-
¢1 anterests and are thinking of
another raitway  strike {They are
taking advantage of the fact that
thousands of workers are yet to
be reinstated. Hundreds of  thous-
ands of workers were migled and
they were made t¢ beheve that come-
thing new will dawn. Hon. Minister
must. see that ‘their families and
children do not suffer and that they
are absorbod hack in their work. The
loval workers who did their  duty
during those momentous duys risk-
g their lives had not received jus-
tice; seme ot all, railway officers
ore wotden in their approach, They
do not appreciate that those work-
er: did their duty with patriotic zeal
during those days So, all facilities
should be piven to them. The pro-
nuses which were made must be
fulfilled  Under the leadership of
Pandit Komlapati Tripathi and his
able colleague Shri Quresni, I think
justice will be done to the workers
very soon. They must do everything
possib’e in their power to see that
justice is done.
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19.32 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday,
March 6, 1975/Phalgunce 15, 1896
(Saka). -
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