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MR. CHAIRMAN: V e axe now tak
ing up Private Members’ Business. 
(Interruption#)

SHRI NATHU RAM MIRDHA 
(Nagjmr): Can the small fawners,

those 'who are also viable farmers— 
small, medium or landless people— 
also Join the fanners’ service societies 
and get loans from the rural banks? 
What is the position?

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is already 3.30 
pjn. The hon. Member can leave the 
matter here and put his question on 
Monday. (Interruptions).

We are now taking up the Private 
Members* Business. (Interruptions), 
We will now take it up. Mr. Krishna 
Chandra Pandey.

15.32 his.

COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEM
BERS’ BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Szxty-F ovkth  R eport

*sft *m  <rt¥ (<3*ftar«rrc) : 
smrrfcr 5  sr*?rnr ^t?tt f
“ fo  q i ÊWr sswr ipr

?wt fnPc*rr %
64? ST%t^r m  12 1976
*FT *WT H STCJcT T̂STT W  «Tf, ?T̂ TcT

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“Thai this House do agree with the 
Sixty-fourth Report of the Commit
tee on Private Members' Bills and 
Resolutions presented to the House 
on the 12th May, 1976."

The motion was adopted

llyftlhn .

R e so lu tio n  re: r e s t o r a t io n
FREEDOM PROVIDED UNDER THE 

CONSTITUTION—Contd.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now have 
the Resolution by Mr. AJEC. Gopaian. 
It has been moved; and the speech 
also concluded. But we still have 1 
hr. 59 minutes. Now, are you amoving 
your amendment, Mr. B, V. Naik?

SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): Yes, 
Sir.

That in the Resolution,—
add at the end—

“within a period of six months 
of holding an opinion poll in the 
country on the issue of emergen
cy." (1)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Daga, are 
you moving your amendment.?

SHRI M. C. DAGA (Pali): Yes, Sir.
1 am also moving it.

That in the resolution,—
add at {he end—
"but these steps should be taken 

gradually and with caution in such a 
manner that the good sense of dis
cipline, restraint, responsibility and 
self-confidence generated after the 
Emergency in the country may con
tinue and may not subside.” (2)

I also suggest that those who have 
moved the amendments, should be al
lowed to speak firs}.

MRL CHAIRMAN: You will get a
chance to speak. Now Mr. Dinen 
Bhattacharyya.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA 
(Serampore): It is most unfortunate
that our party leader, Comrade A. K. 
Gopaian could not speak on the Reso
lution which he had moved on 30th 
April. He was very much eager to 
express his opinion on the present 
situation and for that purpose, he 
wanted to take this opporuoity. But
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because of his ill-health, be bad to 
leave Delhi and could nrt be present 
to-day. On bis behif, I convey the 
feelings which. he had expressed to 
me the other day. He was very much 
pained to see tbe situation which is de
teriorating daily as far as the politi
cal and economic matters are concern
ed. He wanted to deal with the 
various aspects, although in a very 
limited manner, i.e., within the juris
diction or purview of the Resolution 
that has been moved by him. The 
Resolution which has been moved by 
Mr. Gopalan is very simple. Both in
side and outside this House, the mem
bers of the ruling party as also others, 
have stated that for the development 
and economic progress of our country, 
people's participation and involvement 
are necessary. For that a situation has 
to be created, an atmosphere has to 
be created so that the people H a free 
country, in a free society may ex
press their opinions and views in res- 
peel of the policies that might be 
adopted by the Government from t me 
to time, as well as the grievances of 
the people. But what do we see? 
We see that the personal liberty of 
the citizens of our country at per
petual stake in the name of emergency, 
which was imposed ten rronths bark, 
in the month of June 1975 Since then 
Government' could not bring a single 
case to show that the emergency was 
necessary. Before that, in 1971, for 
external reasons emergency was im
posed. Again it was &aid in June 1975 
that for internal reasons, because there 
was a conspiracy to topple the lege.lly 
elected Government, emergency was 
necessary. But from the situation that 
developed afterwards, it is now esta
blished that the Government has no 
case to prove the allegations ihat were 
brought against the opposition leaders, 
or some elements who under various 
pretexts, it was said, wanted to create 
a situation which would help them to 
replace the Government even by vio
lent means. That has not been proved 
at all. These are all mere motivated 
allegations. Had the Government ary 
facts to establish or substantiate these 
allegations, they could have very well 
brought them in the House, or In a

court of law, against those persons 
against whom they had allegations. 
But that has not been done, and that 
will never be done. On the other hand, 
{he attitude of the Government now 
seem to be that they will continue the 
emergency in perpetuity. Nobody 
knows when it will be lifted.

In the mean time, taking advantage 
of the emergency, the Government or 
the ruling party have snatched away 
all the rights that are enshrined m 
articles 14, 19, 21 and 22 of the Con
stitution. Even though ours is not 
a socialist Constitution still whatever 
little right °r liberty has been given 
by it has been taken away by the 
Government under the pretext of the 
emergency. Further, they are using 
these powers in a most pernicious 
manner. Even for the s*cps to be 
taken in respect of family planning, 
people are arrested under MISA. In
cidents after incidents took place in 
Delhi and these were blatant instances 
of autocratic nature of the ruling patty. 
Forcible sterlisation had been adopted. 
There is no remedy in these matters.
A recent judgment of the Supreme 
Court, has given blank powers to the 
executive to detain anybody for any 
reason or without any reason for any 
time they want under any pretext. 
So, the doors of the court are now 
closed to any individual who wants to 
seek justice and protection at the hands 
of the judiciary. Taking advantage, 
of this, Government is taking any/ 
measure they like in respect of any- s, 
thing as may be suitable to them.

The persons who are minting money 
from big industries and trade are 
non* standing m a queue to praise the 
Prime Minister as well as her party. 
The Government is also asserting that 
the situation has completely changed, 
that discipline has come back and so 
on. If that is so, why continue the 
emergency? The Prime Minister her
self has been saying on many occasions 
that we are now out of chaos, that 
we are now out of danger, that only 
the discipline that has been restored 
must Ibe maintained. Net only the 
Prime Minister, even the businessmen 
and industrial magnates are saying it
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[Shri Dtoen Bhattacharyya]
Here in Delhi, only h few days back, 

Mr. B. M. Birla, who Is the Chairman 
of the Committee for the Jubilee Cele* 
brations of the FICCl which will take 
place next year, has, on bealf of the 
business community and the Industria
lists, sent invitations to the foreign 
business magnates to come over to 
India and see with their own eyes 
how the siiuaion is favourable for in
vestment in our country

MR. CHAIRMAN; Perhaps the 
foreign invitees are those with whom 
we have got collaboration.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA:
I do not think so.

Only a few days back i- appeared in 
the newspapers that they have sent in
vitations, and the Government has 
consented that this sort of invitation 
should be sent, and that the foreigners 
also have agreed to come.

If it is so, if everything is now m 
order, if there is no chaos in the 
country, why are you continuing these 
emergency powers and snatrhing away 
the fundamental rights and the civil 
liberty under the pretext of the emer
gency? Whey there is no freedom cf 
Press?

In this Resolution, it has been men
tioned that if you really mean that our 
country should prosper, we should 
achieve economic development, then 
the participation of the people in the 
economic programme is necessary as 
weJi a a their involvement. How can 
there be any involvement of the people 
who are ruled by the draconian laws 
like MISA and other pernicious laws 
for which they have no protec
tion even in a Court of Law? 
This question must be answered. The 
situation now is such that the emer
gency powers that are being exercised 
are not necessary and so the emergen
cy must be withdrawn. All those per
sons who have been detained for a 
long time, without trial should be 
released, and the rights which have 
bteen curtailed la the case of the 
workers, political parties and other 
democratic, organisations should be

restored. It is most regrattftbl* that 
workers peasants and other demo
cratic masses have no eight to hoId tiny 
meeting, even the meetings in ltye halls 
are not permitted. Only the Ruling 
Party and their allies catr hold meet
ings. All those who do not see eye 
to eye with the Ruling Party have no 
righ to hold any meeting,—this right 
should be restored to them. People's 
voice is gagged and they cannot cri
ticise the policies of the Government 
in any respect. If they do so, they 
will not be allowed to hold any meet
ing.

The Government is talking so much 
about the 20-point economic program
me. We have no quarrel with the 
Government about it although we do 
not have any illusion that. Tha basic 
problems of 'the country cannot be 
solved even if the 20-poirit economic 
programme is fulfilled 100 per cent. 
Still we can say that as far as land 
reforms and the removal of poverty 
of the rural population is concerned, 
as far as the rural indebtedness is 
concerned, as far as distribution of 
land to the poor and landless peasants 
are concerned, we .ire 10ft per cent 
in support of them, hut what about 
hundreds of our party and mass orga 
nistation workers who are working fot 
the cause of the rural people7 Now they 
are under arrest. You are not allow
ing ordinary people to take part or 
play their role in the economic matters 
So, I say that your 20-point economic 
programme and its achievements are 
nothing but a hoax. Up till now, what 
is your performance? What is the re
sult of land reforms for which several 
Chief Ministers were called here, and 
who gave different views of state
ments? Ultimately, the Prime Mini
ster had to say that the land-reloim 
programme had not been taken up 
seriously by the State Governments in 
almost all the States.

Not only this is the case with land 
reforms, but it is also the case with 
production in various Industries. The 
whole country is in the grip of an 
economic crisis. There is recession. 
There is no demand ol doth in our
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internal market. So, there is stock
piling in the cotton mills. The Gov
ernment is giving concession alter con- 
cession to big industrialists just as in 
the case of jute magnates. Total ex
port duty has been withdrawn on jute 
exports and total excise duty has been 
withdrawn On jute products and cash 
subsidy for export has been given. 
Still, the jute companies are making 
the plea that more concessions should 
be given to them. They are now resor
ting to reducing the production to the 
maximum extent. This clan of people 
is in support of the 20-point programme 
and the emergency. Otherwise, if 
you go round the country in cogwto, 
you will And to what extent the people 
are dissatisfied.

You will remember, m this House, we 
debated on the question of demands of 
the loco running staff. They were 
called here some days back. Oniy 
.six of them were coming, some from 
Assam, some from West Bengal an.l 
some from the south. After they 
reached here, they were arrested 
under MISA. The reasons have not 
been given Mr Qureshi was asked, 
what vrere the reasons, but he said, he 
did not know. It was on his notice 
that they came here How will the 
workers have any confidence in fhsir 
collective bargaining and negotiations, 
bipartite or tripartite?

In the H.M.T., eight leaders of the 
lecognised union have been arrehtec 
under the MISA. The reasons have 
not been given. The Government is 
m * bound to give reasons. The courts 
have given a green signal. Our party 
leaders, two MPs and other MPs of the 
c'hex opposition parties are rotting in 
jail. A new tactic has been adapted. 
You will be horrified to know. I 
know, the Congress Members also will 
he ashamed to know that this herious 
method is being adopted everywhere. 
The persons are arrested by the police 
and they are taken to the thana and 
they are beaten to death even. This 
has taken place only a few days back 
in Raniganj fa West Bengal. We have 
8Q( tike information that one worker

has been beaten to death in the 
ptlice kick up in the same area.

In this way, you cannot expert any 
success of your 20-point programme 
So, I say, you must withdraw the 
Emergency; you must release the dete
nus and you must see that the civil 
liberty is restored to the fullest extent, 
that the democratic rights are restor
ed and freedom of Press guaranteed so 
that the people may participate in the 
••''onomic and democratic program ma 
in 3 democratic manner.

'I his is my submission

WT© SJW :
wrcsffcr sPRrrfa aft, tft %o 
iftaFT 3TTT sfr STFTTBT % tfTCT 

TOT TOT $ $  'BfTX
farta £ 1 «fT s*r jrsrrra’

sst % 3NT fo r  % stftrt- 
sn'sfcr ^  isrro kv *r
’Tf |  ctw % s rr m  f«Rft sr fatfr f t  
% ffcft r p  % I 3 ^ t  % 3RftWRT v t  

% f^PT W T
t  I 9W T % PiR sufatraff
spt, fsR fcrc
swr <s^mrr totI  tfk
SRfTR % TOTT fa*

faarrc f t  *1$ I  I
fTTT ^ft ^T3R ft % * 9 8  *
T T S ifa f^  1?t f  f « v r  # 3FZ W\ 

ti^ «r, tft t o r r u
y r : arrc 1

sra 5ft srcmw % *srt 
I. ^ **»* vt srTcT-
spsr spits m  | vnRnri^r W ar *  
wn? t  sifervsr fair srh: 
s i  w r % f w  aiw fk ifir
ftp fiwra *  f *  w  wwr %% 
i p r r  srrw ft 1



235 Restoration of Congtttuthnal MAY 24, 1979 Freedom* (Ret.) 236

[«fr «f>o UTTo IJW]
* s r t  «ni I  f¥ tinra w ^  ffcifa 

% *^r f a  pasr w  ^  w f 
*n*j; tft »r$ *ft **r ffcr%

% *TFT *FT?t % 77WFT f a  % * t f
qpn. ft? *ir f a  crrfw,

frnrrfw <fh ̂ nrfaferar w r  sft srtv 
t  *r * t f  gsrrc «rnn
t  f r o  % spr«t rerrar tft ?«ffo>R
fto r  sir? i m  |
f*F fiwr srnj *f$
&, to   ̂ «ts# fa % i& §*rr
*rram<»T, ^  ^  t o  wn
ferr «wr «rr f r o  *f wm** sffa?r 

$t w  m  i 
3FT fTTW^r if T̂*r 5?ff ? r  <rr3 

f*rrr fa* sfa t o  tft <n£f % 
sfar 3fr ^  % fa* eft m f w  srft 

|  $  ffcr *  vror
®r sp f%jf> ̂ ppftfop

$f?r *r sn^r w r  *wm  w r
1 1 *rf 1 9 7 4  $  ?tt? f a  ^ ^ R r ^ r t ^  
^frTR f|, *re ?r^f^s srk

srrit vm  ts  r̂r% *r Tto
| f  frnft

wwwtt wt * r  w z *  spr zm zvn  f a  
s r t  ^ 3tst wrr#3ff *ftr ̂ forfafr % ww 
*fer£FT ^  t  <ffit*r, m  sftrortf 
% 3?r ^<tpt arret 5r, <jfa*r st 
f̂ nfr̂  ^  srnr *r *r*w3rr «tt 
trh: srrfsrc*f ^  ?:wTtor ferer Sr
25 ^5 1975 tft *rtf£*r *r$, srt
t o  t  spft ^rWr^r srrar ^  ^  <r| 
%?rc ?̂ 5f7 % insrfwr r̂, wit&r ifm r 
% *rr̂ f*r*rt % t̂rt «rrerf r 
%*rr »wrr fsp «rn ^  ^trct ^  

?fK ^?t ’T ^  mcrar̂ rerr ^r 
angnr o i t o  w r  w i f e
% ?tr% *f*rr ^ttt w r <rr f?rwnr 
l?r % f«fr 3fr ?fr*r w  fw w  v r fp r , 
# m ^ iftr ( r t t o  i t  v m  v$t | f

^Hc ftpr^nrr ifcfwst w  *wiw 1w  
^  'leRrr & f  #*r ^

ipft fa v ft  % UWR fiWT ?Tpf I
^  $m  \

*m f a  % qiHwiltefl <<aft8fiwwi 
Ip w r  w  ^rrr ^ rr ( ,
?ft JWT?rrr<nw^ f  f¥  vt^t  
Ir m  ĵt ^ m r f a m  arr t o t t  f  ?
•PTT ^  srf Wf ^ft ITfT Vt 
f a  TT 'I^WN ĉTT *TT!% f  ^
v tf ?rrsrm’ snvft ^  | <rh: ^ r 
%(ftd w , #sr, sftr fprrr
errnfi | ^r %
fgWTT) crrsftTRT ^ % ?  % VRI^r

f̂t I* vnf^m^ ft^rp^fr
| ’sfhc wr t o  fa  t  r̂r̂ er r̂t 
wt^TT «ft i 5ft mstft
% f^rt, w$ cTtr? % W  wi ^rjft 

1 1  ?r̂ : %
fir4 f̂sTTR: |  wtr
*F) 1TPP> % 5^«f^T R  ft*
f  i ^ r  *T N id W > r f?«r%
srnr»rr #  »r& 3fr% f?ff?r ÎsTrHr^
11 i s  'TfaETH it f«T«rr |*rr | f̂ r 
3T5T fa  % STFTf^ SRTCT <t?r ^
an# sftr f a ^  «rf?«rr f ^ r ^  
f t f  vr «T5Rr ?>, at to  tostps$- 
<rfir m |  f%
^  y pTHH>T?ffo W ?r <t ^tw r 
^rr# ??r w tc P j;^  %ij^rfsRT w  
i r t f  wffara % ^ar/f^r 
f^fcr ^t w t t  ^  w f ̂ mrirr 
^•irf,«rsr w  =ft«r»rr 
# sft»r ^ P c*p ^
<rfcnf?r sf̂  *1̂  I <TPT f
Op j r ? ^  w f  ? a n # R f
m %  JFnpTm n ^ f% ^ T O T * f* f t ^
| « ( « w )  fa t  | t
W t f«t?r isif?r * t  w  5t»rr
m in w t w  ^hrr i wrr wr̂ Rf t %  
w r^ ^ if ff?r r̂ «n| wwwre a #  f^t
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f i i f m a w  1 u p r * f f t f  
« ,  teFr*FT a rn p r  *TTT W  T v  SfTTt w  
®FWPRrcf m  t  1 3ft *fl%c fn x w x  
f * 9f t  $ * r a r p t f  i f $ ,  ^ 1%  f * n r  * p t  * n f t  
*ft \j?i% 5ft*r im?r u w i f f  U rn  7̂  $ ,

1 %
T C O T rr^ T a rz ^ f 1 *m *flw r z z  
r̂tff »nrr % ̂ rt ^*r *ftw % *rm% « f  f t  j r  

$fa<5 fa  srpr JTft w r f  3T?re w r 
t o *  |  ? xm ift fasrtf h?*t% ^
a p fr % 9 T ^ 5 r T ’^ t  I «T T T 3rtkT apT  

t[?r  ̂ fir* i^TTWt ^t w i f t  *i*3r, 
*m  i f  ^ fen fr, * r f f  t ?  fare*fitewr <nrnf ^  
^ r n f  %  s r o f  W  %  ^ r f ^  %  $ s r %
*FT 5HT??r f s R T  W  I * f  S T m rS R T fa iT T  
»T*TT 3RT f a  SWH jfsft 5PTTTS arr^V
t f t  I 

16 hn.

srrr ^  & fa  «ri*MT%gi if * tt

f ’SIT ? ST̂t %* TĤ TcTT f a ^  *9T *fft
* n r r *  ^ p m  %  *tt*t y r r  « re% r e  f a i r  
w  ? spp: wzt <rc tmwrtfto fm&r 
*rr^ ifr TOt i rtt, m *  ^ f  ^t *nanfre 

fr f t  <tt fit? f%«rfw * ft
I («*TW* ) *fT qWTs } ^  gff 

t f t t f t ^ f  ^  f a * * « ! ? t * f t i  f a c e r s ? * *  
7 f t  fa r ^ g irO  %  m a rw rrp ft^ F fV , ^ t f
Sr s r f t  ^  ^nrnftr i p f t  « f t  1 ^  < r  
Trf^PTW Zft^tHnjJfR^«ft I SfTTS 
vsn ^ m  sfr ^  | fa  *rft <t* ?rffr 
tnwift  *r̂ V t , ^W f * t  4Nranwf $  *5 
v t% ttw p tt|  i $ f  fa  sre % 
cnrT^ftsmtf^ t * n w  
^ r ^ T n r r » T q T  i s m f i R F f t ^ s r w  vftx 
«iraraft S f t  wt |  1 ( « * w r )  
«rrw6t ?w *tt' wanrrd if *qtft f 1 ftr?Frt 
a ^ -C R  * r m ? t  ^awRft < f  *p*t f* r n &  
WT?ft f  I immmroft «R fsTcRT «TTT 
W W f OT *TW fTT?TT ^T3% TBT f*T  9 ft* ff
m « r r m t  1 t [ f v ^ f r  w?t

v n m f t ^ t  1
«rrr v T O W ft  ^  \ ftf?Rr

t o  grsrif sn^rr «rr, «raft?rft fT »nft 1 1 
^  % «fic? %m *>$  | %  Ft^tr 

iwfa ireft^fT5T?r^?ft*pftt 1 JT?
ftcfT t  I ^T Jf f^RT 

<RVRiT are inrr t, w r  v r  fern
W  t, ĉTTT «T5T’t«rr *FTfiTTT W ^ f ?  
* n r^ f ir r̂ar *ptarrairwft ^  t, 
?%qrf¥2: r̂r ?r̂ r 1 1 ^ n r
*Ft^crrff Tf^«r%5fPff5Pt
^  *rff f w f t  «fr 1 r̂tnt ^  w  q f 
fin^mr ft »wr |  fa  ̂  twwt t  fgrfRT
t  fTT STTT ^t 'TĈ Tf ^  ^  fa  ^  
3F^t^r^rft?#?ft^Tffti i

3R ^®nr «tt, sr
w  w m ° T  «n m  tft stn 

?n.^n: %fa5rra «r, f ^  t^t f
?T3T»ft STTT ^?r% f^TTR f  I ^  
ffcrr?r ftcft «ft, cr- f̂t fa^rra it, ^ r  
fs?rR ?r£f fftftf *ft f^rrnsf 1 w  
^  if sn*r*?r wwr  ̂ =pt snmr t o t  
fq^trr smra 11 ,pt,t ?n fw ff % 
^f^srrwr ^ c ^ t ^ r f t 'n :
^ f a ^ t  ? r r ^  f^TOT <t Jrrf̂ w ^o « N
m $m  i w w  ^  ^rft m% 
t ? !  1

sraTf *r*ft wt?t fa  srrwvmW  
f m r  vt ^tto ^ % tt 3tto t f  5«?rr 
jf fa  w f  *rm  % f w  3tr  ? stffat; 
?FFnr#fain ̂ prfa *m  ^t ̂ F F tr
vvmT9r^$f^3Rtrwh, ^ f f a  ffa ^ r 
vcr, «Pt fa  ̂ it ?ftT ssrrc>
^ ft  vn?iff %?rrT^nfw| fa^?r f?«r% 

^  1 ( w m «r) anr^r 
if <R«n̂ H %\*$ % *tt gntnreft xxo
w r  ^ r  « r  fa’ TR fa*nr srr ?rwr 1 1 
f*rr^ srRgft 3ft v t f  y^nf ^t arr?r ^
f»T Wt»T 3WFT #7T\|
«wffa #  <BTf$flF£l ^  ftraro |, t  m m  if



[  #>o ijjra J
qsrftr?? f , t  f  f¥ fc r  tsnrr- 

*r*mwrr<Rt,itf i«*»

*ft tn m m  m # t tit wm$ *rc tfr 
ifta: fVafr 3fr mwr 11  <f *teft 

ft ?Tf o t t o  ^F*rr% fa% irrft
■VTHfr ITFSfaR ^ *PTT Iflff Vtf *£W

m x
vxv t 5*pr i *rpr*ft«r s o t  ift

flror*wft
f  iftr *j£ stf vmnr f  fa  *ftft ustor w f t
^ = r  WK ?*? t ¥% * T̂fiTT %  ?TR 
%?T 3  *T*ft TOft «T«W $<* £
sNrsrf'T f1  *rrc%»i$t vr Kra frarrft 
*tt i ^ ^ ir p r r c s p F ^ ^ ’Trc ?rf» 
W?TT «rr I VTT ?ftT f?5Tr *$7 f¥«JT
v r# «n  *«ft*Tvy*T?rvf ?rgf*pT^3r, 
forfarer?: *pV urftsr qr t*rrc srf* *  i

in  f*Rnrr^T5T tfh.sfwTwqfrnr’TO 
Tfr 11 *nr*rnr ift *raft *r? ^  f, 
^ i f t s r ^ w r ?  i softer
?rrT«Pt fS*T%% 3*T f  I ¥fT 5TT5T IT? 
tfta ?*wr arrrrran̂ r % i $*r*t *rt* 

f**t TO1 ? m  \?? fifnt I 
STT9IT T*T ^  5Rf *«T *(% I

fTFT % *F?jT f% fsffiR % %
*rm t ?rcta ^ r  | ^  *r*rs"r fqsr
*Tfq*r 3ft smr i $  ^ tt err f  
farercr *tt *nr * fr  M  $ i
<FW rTW #*ft*tl *fef $«> * *
% sFwar 3 *  frsrrar «pt 3t$t m m  
t  Ufa fewr* «ft *ft*t ?j?r ̂ sft % ^
11 ^H«rr TOftf SPT fnsrf JTTfi «FT r̂ TT 
tot t ) tram «r®$ ^  ^  f
im  T5! *t f»TT̂ I *R ?ft W|?T ?>HT I
frrr ftrr^r ^  flft ?*r vthf

*U@m 5^V 11 wwlr fm:<r?r % M  
brw rvA $R fh ij5 i^vxw !T | i t v
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t| r| » v * d n « 9 « m ^ f t f r < m r
w w * f« * r q * W * &

^ t ^ w T « p r t « V T V ^ H J r r ^

’f i  *L* m «  WTf (w ft )  :
*?? ^»ry«rr y v  i j f *

tv fv< rr| irr%<r?ncf | :

“but these steps should be taken 
gradually and with, caution in such 
a maimer that the good sense of 
discipline, restraint, responsibility 
and self-confidence generated alter 
the Emergency in the country may 
continue and may not subside"

2 6 \ * r  v t  * f s r r  qftfr tftr  
Tr*£qf?T tfy %*fta<»rr *r% f  ̂  vr$
^Tf%T n ff  i ^ f i r  *rr«B w u
«tt f<F t«ft % s w  ^  ^f«rr «pt

1 1 fsp̂ ft ift srersfa % f«Rfr?r 
arr̂ > w tw z r̂r Tr f̂ 352
vm  $rw& %^«ft ^
* r k  :t  1 1 Z *  ^ t r t  «rr tftx  

m  sfprr *rr 1 ifff vnr t  
v w m  ift f«r?r 1 1  w t  ift 
^fr *> w^r f  1 ntsr'l
% i s x * \  ftcr |  f R  3TT?ft I
V )  T?-T w  % «T<TT iftr  T f
^<T^T ^ fT T ^ q T  jf *rr«T % T€^r
^ ? t t  g i !fff‘T ^-f^q spjf %&r. 
m  i

' ‘Question: Do you think that the 
opposition was out to destroy the 
country?

Answer: During the railway strike, 
the Reader of the strike openly said: 
'Well, if the steel mills close for so 
long, if Railways stop for ten days, or 
something else stops so long, the Gov
ernment will be paralysed and we 
shall be able to create a new situation."

# *r*r * * r  wti&t, U f a *  to
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m i r f v n r  w f i f e  v t  
^ 5 « r v i* r w n ^ t  i w l  w ^ w w r  
* w r $ ~ ~

“There was stone-throwing, there 
was arson, beating up people and an 
atmosphere ot indiscipline. I think 
the most dangerous thing for any 
country is to spread what the British 
call alarm and despondency... I 
think that is the greatest danger to 
any country, specially to a country 
of India's size and diversity and the 
enormous problems we face.*’

*rnr if 1 1 4  s r ts
TO $T W , qrnf? spT V? TOT,

w ,  t o t  
i t  w ,  f i w f f ’wlrtw ^

* f h .  «rrq $  m  *r*rr 1 srre
q*T«rw* % m * iw  ^  t 

% f * R  « n fV  ?np s r t f f r r s H  ar$r *tt^  t #
«r h\k «r %  f* r o  wur ft  
*r«rr 1 ? j *r *f t $ *  T r *r  ^ r^fr srra t t  
26 *rra *rT<rTs3$t*r*rr,
^  4MY T§>, 'T lfT W ? sr$r 
t m t  «rr 1 v r  zzri

{T? # t « f t , f * r r * f  
arrcrr «tt  1 * r < i *  %  2 0 - ^ t

* r r » f * * r  t  f ®  ^  f « r r ,  ?ft w  
flrpr t  art sr*? rr* T<tr | —

“The House is of the opinion that 
in order to make it possible for the 
people to be involved in the demo- 
cratic process.

u r s r  fjjpj^-flTRr Jr a r t t  
'n;

1 *F|f^ 
«*wr ?rff 11

$ ®  s f r r f  % fa g n c  *  $ * w r  M r ,  
m  * t  v w  f w  #  f W  « t ,  ^ r f c r  
s f r f h f t f a w r  i w r t  * r f t o  * w H t e w t  
< m t * *  i  fh M  i vm  im  *  t

v t m  ift s w  In n *  irarr
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f l w  w n c  fftcrr I ,  < m i r c s f t * r a f

t  »

3  % $ W T * r  

O -  $  w t t - t t t  |  f«P 2 0 - ^ f t  

*rr*N *r « F t f f ? r T r ^  5 8  

ar f̂cTT $  ? fW r «pt 1 1 s a t f t  

*r ***?> f*wr *r*rr *rm?t *r? *̂r 
t̂«rr i «t?m %, 20-^ it  tw fm

T̂T̂ r % ?To TR5T 5R?r ift 
i f* ? ,  m ? 9ft aff « ft  »

TT«f«RCfr : (q^ r) w  
t« t w  | I

« f t  ** ** wim : mwt *  sr^f 

f f « r  rfr ^ 'r f  « r l  trr|  <f f a r a f t  ^  1 

20 - ^ c f t  ^ r < f ^  *t ^  f * % f ?  ww?r 
% ?r§ vrf^qrwr

TfT (TTc’TfT 5faR «TT *P#?t 5ffft 
[ ? •

aft T«rr *rar ?tpt

T ?ft ^  i rfr i?rf% zn w ?t)‘ 

i * f t ^ 5ft  ^ * n r  XRtfi k
m m  ^  f , m  xzt f ,
j-crO rf^qH  s f t t  t t  ft ? r r  t .

w  ^r*r ^  T^r 1 1 2 0 - ^  

t w n r  ?r*ft ^  ^rfspr f  %ftx ^ « p r

q-§ T-3T | f?F %?T IT
w r «w rr| , g f t ^ ip T  ? n

*nrr i  t̂<tr- x$ ^  r̂>
atr<r vt s*tr x * * *  wz&x *rr ^
V 3* r 33 r ?  ^rrf¥ * ? r  *fhc *rfa  ?t

1 ipti f®  wft ifhc
* ? f f ? r f r  i r t r w r ^  ^

$ & r  ?i 5 m ,  ?ft «w
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&rm
%  * t  *n fr  ^ t  ffcrr a n t i 
S * q v v r * r  s*rfr?[taT i §*rr 
« n f f ^ r r  W T % f * F f f r % a f t s r w f w  
I , m  i

**r e i * fr  % ?t*  fcr % s ift  M  *r
«R9TRTT f m  |VT 1 1 Mimqi^A 
*pt *r*$ t ?rTf ^?r t ^ t  1 1 vftx 
fiitteft ssr s *  *r v p t  ?r ?fc 1 1  *wrr 
i n v f k  stow  ^  w *  f  %  & r  *r 
Pbt ̂  ^rf^rr fm
irs fo fi «rrf?wt tft srtf ^rfTsr- 
^ p t  f e r r  a n t i

rRT 5*T !FT W*T'V x z m z n i  
*t «t\t wt f ,
ŜTFT ^  8 I $ 3  tfWf % £  

sw | f v ^ r ^ i r r f ^ r t  
Tf> | i f  s  wto1 fa’s s*r ftrq iitfiw t 
t f t r & m a r  ^ t ^ F T  ^  | f a t  y r t f  
*p> m fe R t t  ^  i $  w A  f W f  % 
w & n  ^ t t  |  %  ^  st nrfVr-
urt % spt p r r  s r # ^  sn ^r ?r sr#' i 
^  srRcr *racr |  t f i r  ^  < rm r  fo r  
srsfr f a  ^  ^ it ?r  ^ t |  * ft r  
$*r %• f^rara % fin? s r  £?rr
’frfftr i

Sft * m r  *§<r
tar fa ^ r  1 1  %x ^  SftaTC t t j t t  

^nffor « s *  * *nrf«r *r sir *r$- 
srrer?r<¥sT f a s t i ,  ^frsnrfsr ^ t | ,
m m  «r?!fr ' *w^ ^  
* $ f v  i t p f s  *TT»f *rr w r®  ^r® ^r® 
<n: ?r * *  v t ^ r f e n a r ^  
^ t s n * ? r T | i  v f ^ r
( * t )  <ft® m i *  «rrfa x w t f m  

* * ?  | »  srar «TrRrqt

%fflri£TOf%f, i fr r t  * 11* 
v *  * t  f  1 tf, ftrc <nfWf f t  * t* . 
^rr%t ^ r % fift? ^ t v r v  % j  ?r 
^  f , w r 1 1

$*rr*r «rNf w r | *fa *$ <fhr 
5f^n» Wnr#??T?Rf ^f^hrtrsr 

flTOTT % 3T5 sr«FS $T ^PT |
fa  «ftr f « r r f ! ?  m

*r fv r  11 ?̂r ^raft *r -̂ 
|, grcrvtJFR* tgzi

1

SHftI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA (Aurangabad): Mr. Gopalan’s 
Resolution has provided the much 
needed opportunity to* review the 
situation, I am sorry he is not here 
to place his viewpoints. As far as I 
have been able to understand, the 
whole situation continues to be sur
charged with fear, apprehension and 
suspense completely immobilising the 
people. This Resolution urges upon 
the Government to defreeze the situa
tion and create such conditions that 
people may take part enthusiastically 
in the developmental processes and 
developmental activities.

MAT 14,1976 Freedom# (Set,) 244

The declaration of emergency in 
June last, followed by the arrest of 
some of the important Members of 
Parliament, imposition of curbs on the 
press, on account of its suddenness and 
ruthless finesse, administered a shock 
to the people and the normal activities 
have gone into a low key. Despite the 
whipped up people’s interest and co
operation in the implementation of the 
20-point programme, people are still on 
the ring side, whatever may be conten
tion of the ruling party. The majority 
of the people and also the intelligencia, 
a large part of them, are politically 
indifferent and passive as they wanf fo 
save their skin and they are keeping 
quiet

1 heard the speeches made by my 
friend Shri B. R. Shukla and Shri M. C.
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Dag« justifying the imposition of the 
emergency, I do not want to 
enter a caveat Whatever justification 
there might have been, there can be 
none now to keep the political leaders 
in jail. Can you seriously contend 
that Shri Morarji Desai or some of our 
Important public leaders were really 
obstructing the onward march of our 
country to progress? If at all they 
could be blamed for anything, that 
would be for showing unhappiness, 
diausatisfaction and restiveness at the 
slow pace of progress.

The other day Shri Om Mehta, in an 
interview in Maxico to a newspaper 
known as "Excelsior” admitted that a 
large number of persons had been 
taken as political prisoners after the 
declaration of emergency in June last. 
But he said, that most of them had now 
been released; only those believing in 
terrorist methods were still under de
tention. I want to submit to this 
House, can you seriously say that 
Shri Morarii Desai believes in violence 
for that matter Shri Shyamnandan 
Mishra or Shri Piloo Mody or many 
of our colleagues in Parliament and 
many of our friends who are in jail.
I am not pleading for those people or 
parties who believe in violence. But 
I am pleading for those persons who 
believe in non-violence. They do not 
believe in violence. Can it be con
tended that if they are released, they 
will immediately organise such groups 
or violent activities as would thwart 
the working of the Government or 
subvert it? Can you put forward that 
plea? Yes. they have been blamed for 
organising demonstrations. Their pre
sence might have been an encourage
ment to the people who were dissatis
fied with the policies and progress, to 
organise demonstrations and to hold 
public meetings. Those conditions do 
not exist now even on Government 
showing. They themselves say that 
things have improved and the country 
is progressing fas!. Lot of gains have 
been made and I do not think that if 
they are released from jail they will 
immediately sfarf puffing road blocks 
In the Way.

My hon. friend Mr. Daga said that 
the Government believed, in demo
cracy and still believes in democracy. 
But in a democracy they should rea
lise that there is room for debate and 
dialogue.

I concede that in a democracy the 
decision of the majority has to be ac
cepted and it has to be implemented. 
Their decision should be binding on 
the minority. But, there can always 
be room for difference of opinion, in 
regard to the methods and manner of 
implementation.

My friend Mr. Dinen Bhattacharyya 
asked ,if the officers make mistakes 
then who will point out those mistakes 
tor them. I agree with him. Mr. 
Dinen Bhattacharyya brought to the 
notice of the House how your family 
planning programme is being imple
mented. Even the Government lea
ders have to express their resentment 
at the way the family planning prog
ramme is being implemented.

Therefore, I ‘<ay, even those people 
who are charged with implementation 
of the programme could make mis
takes. They can also be guilty of the 
errors of commission and omission. 
And who will bring these to the notice 
of the Government?

So, the opposition has always got a 
role to play. If the opposition is 
pointing out such things, they are not 
obstructing the working of the Gov
ernment, nor the implementation of 
your programmes.

In fact, as my friend, Shrfi Bhatta
charyya told you, we are not opposed 
to the 20-point Economic Programme. 
But certainly, we will be able to tell 
you where the mistakes are in the 
matter of implementation itself. But, 
unfortunately, the Government has 
created an atmosphere of “conformism” 
with all the implications and concomi
tants. In such a situation, there is a 
great scope for bureaucratic bungling 
with possible consequence of suffer
ings to the people. Who will bring 
this thing to your notice?
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tBhri Satyendra Narayan Sinha]
The style of adminislrrllon is 

changing; and It Is becoming more and 
more personalised, rhe ruling party 
and its allies alone are permitted to 
held meetings and propagate their 
views. The press is under curb j»r>d 
Press People are so frightened that it is 
not even possible for them to offer their 
reasonable and constructive comments 
on a national issue like the proposal 
to amend the Constitution. Worse

• cannot organise any meetings to edu- 
connot organise any meetings to edu
cate people on issues of great moment 
to the country. The Supreme Court 
has given its decision whereby was 
malafide arrests cannot be challenged 
Anu this is a licence to police officers to 
undulge in highhandedness. They 
can do anything and the people can 
be arrtested under MISA Nothing 
can be done by us. We cannot even 
bring that to the notice. The people 
are working under a great handicap 
because their civil and political rights 
have been curbed. If we cannot place 
the other side of the picture, the re
sult would be that the whole demo
cratic value will suffer. Why are 
you having this press curb? If there 
is priess curb, you cannot allow free 
expression of opinion or speoch. It is 
generally said that once there is press 
curb, free expression of opinion is not 
allowed as such because of the fear of 
the truth being told.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Kindly conclude
now.

SHRI SATYANDRA NAKAYAN 
SINHA: Sir, I am speaking on behalf
of four parties. I must also have my 
views. So, I must have five moie 
minutes.

MB. CHAIRMAN: All right. You 
carry on.

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN 
SINHA: I was saying that the op- 
pbsttion parties were not being 
allowed ®ny chance to hold meetings; 
you are not allowing free expres
sion of opinion. You are afraid of 

•having aftfe* press because it is held

that by allowing freedom of exor*«- 
ion to the paper*, the trufe will be 
told.
16.29 hrs

fShri Bhagwat Jhj Azad (n the Chair]
A free press means that it should be 
in a position to place tie fects before 
the people.

In Tamil Nadu, the State Govern
ment is permitting meetings to be 

held by the opposition only on condi
tions that they do not criticise the 
emergency; they do not sp»?ak against 
the national leadership. Even on 
these conditions, the other State 1 
Governments are not going to allow 
the meetings to be held by the Op
position Party. We are not opposed 
to any kind of curb on press or any 
reasonable restriction nor do we want 
licence to them. I should not be un
derstood to be opposed to any kind 
of restriction. We want reasonable 
restrictions, but not a total gag as it 
is today. Let me tell you that if 
censorship is allowed to acquire some 
kind of charactor oi permanence, it 
will tend to degenerate and instead 
of becoming a nnjans of defending 
the society, it will become a weapon 
in the hands of authority for authori
tarian rule, for arbitrary rulj. My 
submission is that th» conditions of 
the country are such that they do not 
justify the continuance of the press 
curb or prohibition against holding 
public meetings by the Opposition 
parties.

Sir, we are told that the Govern
ment have removed the press censor
ship. Certain instances hav; come to 
our knowledge—for example in Kerala 
—where ©ur Working Cotr*nW*«e 
passed a Resolution dissolving the 
Kerala unit and thi8 news was given 
to the newspapers and the ‘Matra- 
bhumi’ had actually composed this 
news and wa* going to the press 
when the Censor sent the instructions 
that it had to be cut out It was done 
because Mr. Shankar Narain held a 
meeting on the next day that our 
Unit bed merged with ruling Cong
ress. In order to provide legitimacy
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to that move in the public eye, you 
, utilise  ̂ this censorship. Therefore,, 

my submission is that it will not be 
in your interest either to continue this 
kina «f press curb by taking all our 
civil rights and liberties or if you 
continue to keep this, ultimately what 
will happen is that your t>wn party- 
men will be afraid of acquainting the 
leadership with the truth that may be 
unfavourable or unpalatable. Then 
the leadership becomes Insulated 
from the real opinion prevailing in 
the country an<j a sort of vacruum 
surrounds the leadership, which it is 
difficult to penetrate. Thea it WU1 be 
difficult to differentiate that kind of 
leadership from totalitarian leadership 
an<| ultimately yt>u will suffer. Press 
censorship will sap the faith of the 
people in your credibility. If press 
curb is continued, peoole will cease 
to have faith in what you say. This 
harms the ruler more than the ruled. 
People will not believe any statement 
made by you as it happened in Ger
many when France and England 
declared war and it was announced 
on German radio, people did not be
lieve it. Thev thought it was an
other Goebbelian stunt because it

came from German radio. Similarly, 
if people are not going to have cor
rect information they could believe 
that what is being told is distilled in
formation. They will cease to have 
faith in what you say and some of 
your good deeds will go unnoticed 
and it will utilimately harm the de
mocratic policy for which you stand.

Therefore, my submission is that 
those conditions which might have 
justified the declaration of Emergency 
then do not exist now and you must 
at least release those people who do 
not beileve in violence, who are not 
expected to organise violent croups 
to thwart your working and subvert
ing your Government and who are, 
on the other hand, expected to lend 
you support.

Sir, even as early as 23rd July, 
1975 Mr, Jaya Prakash Narayan had 
written to the Prime Minister saying

that we do not have any quarrel with 
you in regard to 20-point programme 
and if yon add only two more items 
to it,, namely, the reform of electoral 
laws and steps to deal with minis
terial corruption, all our colleagues, 
comrades and friends will not only 
accept it but will also work for it 
they will extend their wholehearted 
co-operation and it will become a 
national movement and a national 
programme. That was the kind of 
assurance given to the Prime Minis
ter then. I take this opportunity to 
tell you even today that the Opposi
tion Parties are not against the 
twenty-point programme; they are 
not interesed in creating any obstacls 
in the implementation of the pro
gramme On the contraiy, you will 
receive help from us. We will point 
out where the mistakes are in the 
process of implementation. The 
emergency cannot remain a perma
nent feature of any country. If you 
sincerely believe that you want to 
maintain the democratic structure and 
at the same time you want to take 
the country towards the socialist goal, 
you should create the necessary con
ditions immediately by releasing the 
leaders and restoring civil and poli
tical rights so that the pent-up energy 
of the people may be released and 
thev may enthusiastically participate 
in it.

I ?

ifWWT 1? (aft lpio>
<T*o : ’srrerT

I; f<w £  i tni fa?
im  10  f r o  1

SHRI DXNEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
z4flh  put questions only on behalf 
of Shri Gopalan.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is not per
missible—that I will see at that tims*
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«rri ( v f c )  : wnrftr 
5Efv?qr m  *r « r  

5 1 r a r r *  t o t  w  t  *5 W  
wr?r | i  srcsrnr i f  ^  « m t  |  f t ?  " t f t a -  
?fare*raf srfipaT ?wr f**rs vpf 3  *tpt 

% frtf”  \ i fa  ^  *P t̂ f  f t  
“* n * f t  $ t r  t r s r f r t w  w r t f * r f ^ r r  ^ m c t  

t w *  %  f ? w i ” 5  f a t s r *  t o t  ’r n p r r

| f e  w r 25 ^ r , 1975 % ^  *
f w w ^ w f ^ » r f f q i r i f c w

* r c  x |  i r  * n r  * e r  ?  

**r srerwr *t w  | fa fto ra  
« p t 4  v t K  * n $  %  f % *  ? f t

5 f t  « r r 4 ^ T f ^  « p r  s' r « f t  * r k

i r t  a r c  $ N f  ^  3 r f %  f ,  w « r r  

w  *ft f w  q fc tf*  |«nr $ *rr «r<g 3<rr 
swr | $*r *pt 3r *H*r | ?
sw r $*rr | <ft mw cflrc ft j?ra  ̂
* ? M t  < f  f a r  3 f r  ^ * r  %  f « r a r  f a ^  

^ t  s w  fW r w  ?ft «*r ** farsrrT
3 f T  » T f r ^ T  | i  w f o *  w  3 f t  

f ^ r c r  s w  % f«r$*n r t w j ,  t ^ r f a *  

sfTflf 3  fa*?TW *T$f tstS, sfa  * ?  ffl 
5M7TC *T STfrrMT VS, ZX WT ift **ft

f ^ r c t e f t -  * n ? r r  i * n « r r ? m ? f t J r

f ^ r f a  %  s r c  s r r a r  * f t  * r f r f a r i %  v f t  %  

p̂t %w vr aprdfr s iw  **r*rcr *k  
T f t  |  * r h  f i r  f < * r %  * ? t  * r

*rr*r 11 f  »r<rar ^ Tf* arnrr 
* r o f t  f ,  w  h  w t o t  f a ^ r r  f  v h :  

fcrm jf **  % * *  it ̂  t o  » f w  stft 
5 f  t  i %  * s f f  ^  w t t  s r a r w  * * r  * * r ? a t f t  

« ? r  5T i [ s t  ^  i 3 *  * ? r  *r£ t f t  ^ i  i m T  

•?rta ft *t »rcw tfta % T t ^ r  
«fk«rr% ¥i% | w f  J r f r f ^  ffeft ^ *
#  ^ 8 r ? r r  « r r  f % « r f %  %  <7 5 %

f V  * T |  T r 3 F f t f ? r 4 P  ' T r f b f f  %  I P J 4 T < f t  ^

*«rr# «t, ap̂ f fte<r ^ <foc 4 | t 1 
w  f*FFT #  ttfto
^ ff ft ift vTflT # f  f? fr  $nr ?rwr 

j« r r  ? f t  ^  w f t  w t ^ t  %  < m r  ? n r

% <wr w a r  m , r f t  t o  §  #  # r  t «  
f w r  f t i  S i f t a  * m r  t f t  * 5  n f a  

^ r  « r :  * r r a r  ^ m r ,  ^ t  ^ T « n r ,  s $ r  

«f  ̂ ft ^  «f ?tt ^  ^  aft̂ c % ^
s r r ? r r  | i  « r h c  v » r  I  w  i r w r  ^ r -  

^ r r  ^  « r r c  ^  e f t  « r ^ t «  « r c  % i r  ^

%%T ^  ar«RT ^TT
«rr fV  #t«rf % < r*-fv $  t c  f̂?r *pt 
w  % ^tHp%  *t w O v  | t  ’arm  «ft?r 
m  ^ r ? n  v t  m f t  %  W

f i ? ? T  s r r m  « r r  1

$  n ^ t  v f t  f  t r r ^  T R J t w t  v t  1  

%  w i m  %  t o  f t  a r * r r ? T  ^  

w  s r s r c r  « p t  « r f  1 * t  r n ^ r  ^ t  

f W ’T t  s p t ^ r  si«t <ri f«? | i  *prf 
frp^w irtr w w  w f  ̂

* r r  a i r R « » r i r 5 | f v ^ : | ^ ? r f t ? f t ? ? ? r r 5 r  

f t e f t  f ^  g s R r r  I  ? f t  ^ p r r w  ? t ^ f t  1 1  

^rnrrff *tft ft t| | H 
f f r # ^  s p ^ r r  ^ r r ^ r r  |  f¥  w r w  ^  m * r  

s r r  w k  ^ r  ^ f f r ^ r  ? r t  * e v y ?  

tn q p  x *  ^  5^-r % faq: ’f^TT ?f^f f  1
JT3T|Tf f̂r ŷJTT̂T T7T 5FTT
rran  ̂ ^  i r m  1 » r ^ r  v t  ^  f ^ T ,  
T T ^ F f r  v t  rwr^ fva T sfte ?rr  ̂ v t  
5Wf frcrn t  «TPT ft ^  fat** 
wr^rr f  %  ferret w w z  «rt?r ?ft 
*r*r3fnft 1 1 %* wrrnT̂ T̂ fM' for% ^ 
v (  fw-rr *rt ?T<Fff ? f; ^r#n r̂^rr 
^ { T .  . (nwwm) . . *patft
qf€ w f? r «r;:rT'ft ,? n %  1 m  ?rt ^

1 tr̂ r ¥cr rr«R # | i #«EW%5nf  ̂
U T T  a f t ^ T  ^  1 1 f f t  $  ^

jj f% S?r f?R f(% vw $  
«ft ^  « ftft  *ft ?rt «r?* $$ t  % f« R  <nft 
» f t  f  ®  |  i r k  g ? r  w r r  %  f t r

5® $ft Tr^ ftfiw r ?ft*r vwranr * * *  
« r  % %fAnff ^ ft ifan ^ r x| |i 
1 * t T ^  ^  i r r w r  ^  * r  « ^ t  « * f c -  

fw ftffif *t?r «p5pft ctfl't i sn rR R i w
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resolution there is a blanket demand 
for the withdrawal of all the repres-

m m  mrr |i vt n m t  $
fa* t u T W f t  % qsrt, vw n ft vttx

I *FT V t  HT«r«t X t w
% ? %fa?r ht? «r$ f  fa  ir t̂ «rr 
*r*rrrf?r gft H  eft % *rr*w nnr 
<rpr smrr arc1 % %?nr i
*n* ^ I t  f  fa  sra ? r « 5 ^  3fr tm®r
t  ?ft % trraw tfr t o p  ^ i w n

^frrgrtt <n?ff vt *n? *?trt fa  
^  tps^qfa ^  % s w  *ft 

f  i <̂fr % f»w ^ «rft  
^ r n r | »  #?r * r r ^ ? r t » f r  *?t tstct 
jr^icr** ^  w *  v( ¥T̂ TT |i

* m  srrr t o #  ^sr wr* 
eft *j m £ f  tfr vnr^rf^TT fa *w  srfrrsrer 
v *  $ f  $ *fac g-JTpr ^  £t fa?Rt 
$$ $ i *r*fr «ftf fsr̂ r ^
f c s r f  % JT sr^ f %  5? $  f ^ r r  ^

it  % fa *  i*  3rr?r ^ t  *r t o  f a  4 8  

fo r  ^ t  ff?rr? *  ftfr fo r r  t  
v x r |  *ft «ftr f a r  ftn: ^ f t  qn: w  v t  
a rrw  w f  3r f w  i

<ft, sfftpr, # ^ t r t  s*r q r * m r
^ r r  ff, %f?R JPT STT7 ^ ^

W H p t |  « rh  srarwr $ ^  f w *  
|  f a  *15 sit sRcrrar *rraT *pjt | ,  *r«®
r o *  3  *r$f ? r m  w r  1 1 ^  $w  % s f t *  

art «r®tft f a v r s r ^ f t t ^ f a s r r v t ^ f t R r  
% *tt$ 5  *rr<rr i r t  | iftc ^

*r s r r  qTfTrarrer ^ t r t  ^tr^f 51 
V* sr^r^ ^ t  T t  f^PTT kw

^ r % i

V* vrsgff % 5rw ^ ^trRT ^Trrr 5 1

DR. RANEN SEN (Borasat): I shall 
take very little time. I am cons
trained to say that I am not in a 
position to suppor|t the resolution 
moved by Shri Gopalan for two sim
ple reasons. One is that in that

s*ve measures against all political 
P»rties and individuals. It is a well 
known fact that some parties which 
have been banned should have been 
banned long ago. Anand Marg is not 
a political party; but proutist party is 
a political party and it ts & wmg of 
anand marg and many Members of 
Parliament even do not know it.

Therefore, the demand that those 
parties also have to be legalised ?nd 
given the freedom to work as they 
like is not, I think, democratic.

Secondly, in the resolution, it is 
implies that the promulgation of 
emergency was unwarranted. There 
also I do not agree. He speak of the 
American consiparcy; here in this 
House, we speak of the subversive 
activities of the agents of the United 
States and American imperialism 
who never took a kind attitude to
wards India and the Indian pattern 
of society. Sir, we also say that 
everywhere the role of the American 
Imperialists is to subvert the Govern
ments and the States that are not 
prepared to toe the line of the Ameri
can Imperialism. So, how can we 
say that there w«s no conspiracy of 
the American Imperialists to subvert 
the Indian democracy, whatever the 
democracy we have. Where is the 
proof that these things are happening? 
The same question was put to the 
President of Chile, Dr. Salvador 
Allende. In the U.N.O. the American 
Press correspondent said: "when you 
say that there is a conspiracy against 
the Government in Chile, where i* 

the proof?” But the poor fellow 
could not prove it. But he proved it 
with his own life. Our neighbour, 
Bangabhandu Sheikh Muiibur Behman 
was told by his own people, his own 
party that there was a conspiracy, he 
did n®* believe it because there was 
no proof. But by sacrificing his own 
life and sacrificing the lives of his 
whole family, it was proved that there 
was conspiracy against that Govern
ment by the American Imperialists.
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The latest conspiracy is the threaten
ed march of Maulana Bhashani to 
Farakka. So it is difficult for a Gov
ernment to prove before the country 
that there are conspiracies both from 
outside and inside

Therefore, this Resolution has two 
major defects. Otherwise nobody 
likeg people to be kept in detention.
X am one of those persons, who, in 
the British days, were detamed with
out trial several times and in those 
days by the Congress regime also, I 
was arrested five times and kept in 
detention without warrant. I have 
no love for detention without trial. 
But under the situation, under the 
world situation, when the Imperial
ists conspiracy is going on, one must 
be very cautious and one must not 
take the situation with complecency. 
But having said this, I have pome 
points of agreement with Mr. Bhatta- 
charyya and Mr. Sinha in the sense 
that the people have to be involved 
in whatever good measures the Gov. 
emment want to introduce in the 
-ountry Mr. Bhattacharyya and Mr. 
Sinha have said that they have no 
opposition to the 20-point economic 
programme. It is good. They have 
also said that people have to be asso
ciated. I am quite in agreement with 
them. This 4s our feeling. I am 
speaking on behalf of our Party that 
people are not fully involved in the 
programmes by the Government, fcy 
the bureaucratic machinery that exists 
today in India. There fc no denying 
this fact If the people could be in
volved not only in the 20-point eco
nomic programme but in some other 
programmes also, we could be success
ful there also. We are now seeing 
the working class under attack. We 
see that the big business people who 
refuse to produce more for the coun
try, who want to produce only f°r 
profit, are not being hauled up But 
the members of the working class are 
being hauled up. There is no deny
ing the fact that in certain States or 
rather in most of the States, the

working class do not have m y right 
to hold meetings. Xven the Commu
nist Party of India which is wedded 
to this principle and which has sup
ported the Government in so far as 
certain matters are concerned, is not 
permitted to hold meetings in most 
parts of India. In Delhi, our Party 
was refused permission to hold the 
fiftieth anniversary of the establish
ment of the Communist Party' in 
India. The working clas3 meetings 
are not allowed. In Delhi, the May
day was observed not at the gates or 
the street corners, but they had to 
be observed inside the offices. Who 
is responsible for this? If the working 
class esk today why we are not allow
ed to hold the meetings, what is the 
reply to that? The 1st of May was 
observed as a public holiday in West 
Bengal. I must say that m spite of 
the defects in the West Bengal Gov
ernment, I congratulate them because 
there is no prohibition t,ver the meet
ings or the demonstrations. Even the 
demonstrations held by the CPM ar  ̂
never obstructed. In sPite of the 
other criticisms that may be levelled 
against the West Bengal Government, 
there is a certain amount of liberty 
there. Whv should not the Delhi 
Administration or the Governments 
of Maharashtra and other States do 
it? Even Members of Parliament like 
Shri Ramavatar Shas+ri have been 
arrested more than once in Bihar. 
Members of our party in Bihar and 
in many other places have been ar
rested. Some of our party members 
are still in jail. Many workers who 
are associated with the AITUC have 
been arrested and kept in iail for 
quite a long time. Is this the way 
to involve the workers in nation- 
building work?

About press censorship, it has been 
pointed out by our Group leader, 
Shri Indr aj it Gupta, how stupidly and 
bureaucratically press censorship is 
imposed. We have a dflitv news
paper in Calcutta on which press 
censorship is imposed. Gur editor 
violated it and ultimately it has come



to a stage where we have been asked 
to explain why it was done and our 
people have to say, “We have done 
it in the interests 0f the country and 
the people. We -are prepared to face 
the court of law.” In Delhi, our 
weekly newspaper New Age has been 
threatened more than once that it is 
violating press censorship. What is the 
violation? If we say ■ something in 
favour of the 20-point economic pro
gramme, if we say something in 
support of the interest of the work
ing class or the common people, if we 
say that thp claims made by the gov
ernment about distribution of land or 
household sites or land reforms lare 
are exaggerated press censorship will 
come over us! This is not the way 
that democracy should function. I 
would simply gay that while I do not 
support this resolution because of the 
reasons I have already explained, yet 
there are many ooints in it which 
the government should consider. If 
this sort of press censorsluo and
suppression of the workers and taking 
away of the democratic rights of the 
workers and the common people con
tinue, the country cannot proceed for
ward and the princioles for which 
the government stand or profess to 
stand cannot succeed. With these 
words. I am sorry I cannot support 
the resolution moved by Shri Gopalan,

SHRI B. V. NAIK (K^naraV Sir. 
Shri Gopalan’s resolution, in the 
operative parts, requests two things— 
thnt the political oarties should be 
permitted t0 carry out their legiti
mate oolitioal activities and the press 
censorship especially VnpoFf'd after 
the proclamation of the emergency 
and the recently adopted Press Acts 
should be repealed and the political 
prisoners should be released In re- 

1 gard to the first question the law 
under MISA states "illegitimate poli
tical activity.” It is a bit of a con
fusing word. I have my own reserva
tions ag to what is legitimate and 
what is illegitimate. Is illegitimate 
activity equal to violence, loot, arson, 
nurder plus the latest contribution 
So political activism by India, name-
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ly, bandh and gherao, which is a 
sort of collective denial of an indivi
dual's right and freedom by a group 
which arrogates to itself the right to 
arrest a person?

This group which is completely 
an illetimate association takes upon 
itself the right to do the things 
which the Constitution has cast upon 
the State machinery to do. Like a 
Police Office, they detain a person. 
I think these are not legitimate acti
vities and the people who believe in 
these illegitimate activities cannot be 
said to be indulging in legitimate 
political activities and the parties 
which believe in these methods can
not be said to be legitimate political 
parties. It stands clear as crystal 
that these political parties, these 
political leaders who had once brought 
about the bandh of Bombay, bandh 
of Nagpur, bandh of the whol*» State 
of Maharashtra and bandh of the 
whole country—the d»v which we 
distinctly remember when we could 
not get even in the MP, Hostel in West 
ern Court nothing t0 eat from morn
ing till night because tho bearers 
refused fo serve us—cannot -suppose 
to be indulging in legitimate political 
activities. I do not think that the 
time has come for such a level of 
radical dcmocracv in our countrv 
whereunder some of these banned 
organisations, some of them with 
perverted leaders. les<? said about it 
the better, indulge in murder. We 
can understand that in a permissive 
society like that in the West Some 
individual mental abbration  ̂ are used 
for propagating the political system, 
the political ideology and the fascist 
pattern of Government A ctesM̂ al 
example not only for our country but 
for the whole world to take not* of 
is the gruesome murders committed 
by Ananda Marga resulting in clear 
curdling stories of some persons who 
burnt himself after the example of 
buddhist monks in Vietnam At 
least, there is a strong rea-son to sus
pect’ that most of them had done it
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under the influence of dope, opium or 
whatever it is.

Next is the question of the free
dom of the press or restoration of 
the status quo ante. As one who 
treated his entry in this august 
House as a great privelpge and good 
fortune in life, the first shock that 1 
got was that I was illegitimately 
elected in this House That was on 
the basis of the Russian ink which 
was brought up by Mr. Bal Thakerey. 
This democratically elected Govern
ment had to fight a legal battle for 
one year before the stigma of illegi
timacy could be removed.

DR. RANEN SEN: The Allegation 
was first made by Mr. Balraj Madhok

SHRI B V NAIK; But it was 
picked up by Mr Bal Thackery and 
was given lot of publicly in Bombay 
press. We were told tint we had 
cheated the elecorates of this vast 
country. What our good friends m 
tile Press gallerv wee doing about it? 
Why were thev «hu(t their eyes 
when some people r petuated a 
malicious and \ ’ ufv mg propaganda’  
Were they sleeping7 As they say in 
vernacular, a person who 1S sleeping 
can be awakened but they were 
pretending to be asleep. The mis
chief of the Press can be quoted 
hundred times On the Pi ess Council 
Bill, I had to lose my temper about 
the case of that famous lady, Sumitra 
Desai, because of whom «  Minister 
was dismissed from our Cabinet. It 
was only after six months that we 
came to know that the whole thing 
was a figment of imagination of an 
irresponsible Press. Leaving this 
sensational case, J will come to the 

less sensational one. I am very much 
satisfied with the publicity or less 
publicity that I get for all the hard 
work which I or Members like Mr. 
Daga do.

W tun.

We may get «  mention is 1 lint 
or 2 lines. But there is an even- 
handedness in this publicity. And 
we <jo not envy *ht Ministers like 
Mr. Mohsin getting a bigger coverage 
It does not matter. After all, we are 
doing these things for the sake of 

our bread and butter and for our 
constituency. But formerly, what 
happened? Any histrionics, any floor 
show—I am sorry t© use that word— 
any tantrum or any dramatic act used 
to hit the headlines. Where did the 
hard work and burning of midnight
oil by friends like Mr. Daga and Dr. 
Ranen Sen end up to? It got no 
publicity. It was blotted out Now 
everybody gets it evenly. This Is 
socialism in practice. We are quite 
satisfied We do not want to hit the 
headlines and become star perform
ers. Whatever ideas we sftncerely put 
across to the extent that are accept* 
able, are reported—that so-and-sr 
said such-and-such things

I am not worried. Sir, about our 
friends, good friends, personal friends, 
—might be political adversaries I 
have also to admit with a great 
amount of honour that my dear friend 
Mr Piloo Mody has written to me; 
and it has come to me m a neat form. 
He has said that he is very happy 
there. I am very happy that he is 
so well treated. He lias said that if 
I come to know how well he is treat
ed, I would Bke to go in there 
myself. In other words, that is the 
treatment given to our political 
prisoners I say this on the basis of 
those who have come out; thev have 
put on weight I hope Mr. Mody 
does not.

I would also say this. Maybe it is 
a personal point of view. As long as 
you control this mischief of the Press 
which magnifies, with a sort of a 
magnifying mirror, we are not worried 
if the political detenus, particularly 
our comrades in this House, are re
leased, After all, the miscW^f was 
not even so much by the Members.
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They were misled and given undue 
publicity by the Press. This 1* part 
and parcel of democracy; but that is 
a luxury of democracy which we. a 
poor country, cannot afford. We have 
to gat on with the task of building 
up our nation.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have a
couple of minutes.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: In defence of 
what I have to say about the amend
ment to the Resolution, I would say 
that X do not know anything about 
the sensational parts—viz. about 
family planning compulsions and 
other things. I have gone through 
the) wording of the Resolution. By 
and large, people have come to ac
cept Emergency. I am not giving a 
certificate to the administration there. 
But that fatigue with the lawlessness 
that had prevailed in our country, 
hag been overcome. The few people 
who were detained and the few peo
ple whose liberties were deprived, 
have been well chosen. That does 
not mean that all is well with the 
world and that God is in His heaven 
I find that during the period of the 
Emergency, due to better labour-re- 
lations, the production of fertilizers, 
textiles and such other things in the 
Central sector has increased. But ran 
the Minister of Home Affairs say with 
the same amount of confidence that 
the level of administration in every 
State Government has come up to the 
same expectations? Have we got facts 
and figures t*, show that in conson
ance with the picking ut> in the public 
sector and such other areas of the 
Centre, the State Governments also 
have gone ahead with the same 
amount of zeal? I would say that 
I heve got my own reservations, 
emergency has brought in certain good 
things; but I would like to quote mv 
friend Mr Romesh Thapar from the 
issue of “Seminar”. It is an Evalua
ble contribution that he has been 
making to the nation.

He says:
“ This issue was organised before

the present 'Emergency*. The pro

blems it underlines will remain with 
us whatever the form or character 

of government we choose to live 
Wider, The Indian capacity for 
making a jungle of administrative 
procedures to establish a secure 
feeling of non-responsibility jg now 
well-known withm ihis unhappy 
land and has given us a reputation 

of notorious non-performers through 
out the world. If we manage to 
job along, it is because of the extra
ordinary horse-sense available 
where essential jobs have to be 
done despite the system'. Only 
those who have worked within “the 
‘system” can begin to find the cor
rectives, unless we seek to over
throw the whole machine for some
thing more modem and more sim
ple which places responsibility 
where it belongs. We will probab
ly keep tinkering with the problems 
of governmental and public sector 
management, because no one really 
has the courage to accept respon
sibility together with the reward 
and punishment it involves. Our 
‘babu culture* is based on the perma
nency jo^s, steady promotion 
irrespective of merit, and subser
vience on all matters except on 
work-shirking and vro gp-pushing.

continental polity like India, 
complex and growing, can carry the 

weight of a dead system only 
for some time If there is an emer
gency, it is here. And yet it re
mains the most neglected area The 
politician has s’ lown little inclina
tion and even Vss capability to 

tackle the prob^m Surface issues 
like punctuality. '■Msciniine, codes of 
behaviour are a k«nd of boy-scowt- 
ism which lea',rt intact the perni
cious element* We as a nation 
have to learnt to think fundamen

tally, structurally about the problem 
so that in humanitv, justice,
truth and diejnitv inform every 
area of governance"*

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let him stop 
there. This discussion will have to
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close at 5,80 p.m. and the Minister 
want* half an hour. Even us it is, 
he will get only 29 minutes. There 
are still four more Members in my 
list. I am sorry, I cannot accommo
date them. Now the hon. Minister.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI F. H. MOHSIN): Sir, I have
heard Shri Dinen Bhattacharyya and 
other hon. Members who have spoken 
on this Resolution. Shri A. K 
Gopaian, who moved the Resolution 
on that day, could not be present here 
today, but his ideas have been con* 
veyed to this House,

The Mover of this Resolution seems 
to have some misunderstanding in his 
mmd that Emergency means total 
curtailment of the democratic process 
and the fundamental rights. The 
House is well aware of the circum
stances under which the Emergency 
had to be proclaimed. I will not fio 
into the details, as the Home Ministry 
has already published a booklet on 
this subject, embodying the speeches 
made by several leaders, including 
those of the opposition parties. The 
name of the booklet is “Why Emergen
cy?". There we have given in detail 
the causes for bringing in Emergency 
and the speeches made by some impm 
tant leaders. One thing which has 
been brought out clearly is the attempt 
by some heterfienous groups or polit> 
cat parties to create an atmosphere of 
violence.

HON, MEMBERS, I am sure, would 
not have forgotten the stuation which 
prevailed before the promulgation of 
Emergency Many of the opposition 
parties, even though they have nothing 
in common, united themselves against 
the ruling party and Government and 
incited violence. For example, what 
could be the meeting ground between 
communal organisations like RSS and 
Jan Sangh on the one hand and politi
cal parties like CPM or the Congress 
(O). which is supposed to be support
ing socialist principles? There was 
nothing In common, the only thing in 
common was to see that the party in

power was prevented from running 
the Government. '

The House woul<j not have forgotten 
the incidents that happened to Gujarat 
and Bihar, There Was pressure to 
dissolve the democratically Elected 
bodies like the State legislatures and 
when the Members did not agree to If; 
all sorts of violence was resorted to.
I remember those occasions when so 
many Members of Gujarat had to seek 
shelter in Delhi for fear of being as* 
saulled m Gujarat, but their families 
were not spared. Could it be called 
in any way democratic? Were they 
adopting democratic and diminution., 
al methods?

We also learnt of incidents where 
even Members of Parliament were not 
spared They were harassed When 
Members of the Legislatures and 
Members of Parl'ament who were 
elected by the people were not spared, 
what to speak of the other people? 
Even such responsible Members were 
made to ride on donkeys and they 
were clean shaved and taken in a pro
cession Could this be called demo. 
cratic9 Can we cell it a constitutional 
method*

All these things went on. and the 
ruling party was not allowed to hold 
any meetings. Tension was prevail, 

ing. Not only was there stone-throw
ing. even loot and arson was resorted 
to. People could not carry on their 
normal business and many times the 
shops had to be closed, and that 
brought many difficulties for the com
mon man. Essential supplies could not 
reach their destinations. So many stri
kes and lay-oTs ctrnseC so much trou
ble in the production of goods. All 
tb«se added to the difficulties of the 
nation and the security of the country 
was threatened. Only then action was 
taken. I was late, of course. We feel 
we could have taken this action ear- 
lier. but though late, it came and It 
had its effect.

So, all these heterogeneous groups 
and disruptive and unsocial elements
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combined together to create an at. 
mosphere of violence and a situation 
which wm the cause ol bringing in 
emergency. ine emergency was pro
claimed not tor under-mining demo
cratic principles or takingaway some
body’s rights, but it was brought in 
the interests of maintaining the demo
cratic process and values, not for 
curbing the legitimate rights of citi
zens. Many measures have been 
brought forward such as the follow
ing: Amendments to the Defence of 
India Act, 1971 and the Defence of 
India Rules, 1971, and making them 
applicable to the situation relating to 
internal security, the issue of censor
ship orders under rule 48(1) of tl:e 
Defence and Internal Security of India 
Rules to subject the publication of 
names, comments, rumours or other 
reports relating to the proclamation 
of emergency, the issue of Presidential 
Orders under article 359 of the Con
stitution suspending the rights of per
sons to move the courts for the en
forcement of fundamental rights, and 
the issue of orders under rule 33 of 
the Defence of Internal Secrurity of 
India Rules banning Anand Marg and 
its allied organisations, the R.S.S., 
Jamaitu!-Ulema and extremist orga
nisations like the CPI (M.L.)

All these steps which have been 
taken after the proclamation of the 
emergency were directed against 
those subversive and anti-nrtion-nl ele
ments which were bent upon creating 
instability and insecurity of the nation

We are not banning such organisa
tions which believe in the Constitu 
tion. Only those organisations which 
are not believing in the Constitution 
or constitutional methods and arc ffl!- 
aged hi subversive activities ure ban
ned.

As far as the fundaMi<an'.>l rights, 
are concerned, it is not as if they are 
taken away. Nobody has taken away 
the fundamental rights. It is only 
the right to approach the court tor 
the enforcement of the fundamental 
rights that has been taken away. We 
are not taking away any of the funds-
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mental rights that were given to the 
people.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
May Day celebrations have been ban
ned all over India.

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: That is not a 
fact. (Interruptions).

Even for that purpose, the right of 
enforcement of the fundamental rights 
was taken away. I want to exolam 
it further becausc there were certain 
people who w.ere indulging in such 
subversive activities and were also 
creating an atmosphere of violance 
here and there. They approached the 
court and the court gave them a stay 
order. So. these are dilatory tactics 
which would come m the wav of the 
securitv of the country. We cannot 
nsk the security of th.‘ country and 
allow them to approach the court and 
get a slay order. We cannot take 
that risk, as far as the security of the 
{ountry is concerned. When the 
security of thp country is involved, of 
course, there is a responsibility cast 
upon the Government to take measures 
under the articles of the Constitution.

As far as the suspension of iny 
right is concerned, it has been done 
by the President of India under the 
provision of the Constitution itself. 
So the Constitution makers perhaps 
knew of such a s.tnation that when
ever the country was confronted with 
such a situation, as we are now con
fronted with, there was a provision for 
suspension of some of the rights ur- 
der the Chapter of Fundamental 
Rights. Only that has been done. It 
is not the taking away of the Hght 
that has 1 een done.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: Being justiciable 
is the hallmark of the fundamental 
rights.

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: The right to
approach the court has been taken
away in the interest of the country.
We cannot allow anti-social elements 
or such other elements to have their
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own way even under such a situation. 
That was inevitable. We had to take 
that stand, A point was made by 
Dinen Bhattacharyya and other Mem* 
bers from the Opposition that only 
the Congress Party was allowed to hold 
a meeting and not other parties.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
I said. “Its allies.”

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: That is total- 
ly a lie. (Interruptions).

I had reaplied in the same breath. 
(Interruptions)

I would say before the House that 
>o instructions have been issued to
an any meetings belonging to the 

Opposition Parties provided it is a 
legitimate political activity.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA- 
What is that? (Interruption*).

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN; In Kerala, 
CPI(M) and its front organisations 
had 33 public meetings after the emer- 
gency and no other political partv has 
held so many meetings. They also held 
one conference and one seminar. 
CPI held only 3 public meetings, one 
conference and one seminar. Again, 
CPI(M) led parties held 8 conferences 
in Kerala.

My friends on the other side were 
mentioning that CPI was not allowed 
hold meetings in Maharashtra. I have 
got all the figures. In Maharashtra. 
CPI and its front organisations held 
109 public meetings, one conference
and one seminor, RPI held 11 public
meetings, Socialist party held 10 pub
lic meetings, Shiv Sena held 3 public 
meetings, Congress (O) held I public 
meeting and so on. Even in West 
Bengal, CPI and its front organisa
tions held 62 public meetings after
the proclamation of Emergency CPI(M) 
and its front organisations held 2S 
public meetings after the Emergen
cy ......

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Where? 1 want that to b* clarified.

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN; X do not have 
those details now... .  (Interrupted).

In West Bengal, the Bbaretiya 
Jana Sangh held 14 public meetings, 
Congress (O) held 8 public meetings 
and so on. It is not as though they 
were not allowed to hold public meet, 
ings and conferences. I have got the 
figures and 1 can show you where they 
have held public meetings, conferences 
and seminars. They have been hold* 
ing public meetings, conferences and 
seminers all over the country.

It may be true that at certain placet, 
some public meetings might not 
have been allowed .to he held. 
But it is only when there is 
a threat to public peace and 
public order or there is an appre
hension that certain violence may 
erupt that the local officer is authoris
ed to see the situation and ban the 
public meetings. Generally, we have 
not asked any of the State Oovera- 
ments to ban public meetings or con
ferences or seminars which are held 
for a legitimate cause. I can say
that there is no legal bar to holding 
public meetings nor we have issued 
any instructions in this regard.

A point was made for the release of 
political prisoners. Mr. Dinen Bhat
tacharyya, Mr. Satyendra Narayan
Sinha and some other Members have 
pressed for the release of political 
prisoners. I do not know what is 
meant by political prisoners. We have 
got only under-trial prisoners or con
victed prisoners or those who are de
tained under preventive detention 
laws or under the defence and security 
of India laws. There is no category 
as such of political prisoners. It may 
be that some of them who are detain
ed may belong to certain political
parties. Mv friends opposite probably 
have in view the detenus who belong 
to certain political parties. If that is 
so I sav, yes, some persons who are 
detained do belong to certain political 
parties. But they have not been de
tained for their being associated with



certain political parties. There are 
persons who have been detained for 
their threatened action. II there U 
any threat to the security of the coun
try, they are detained not because 
they belong to certain parties ___

(Interruptions). Mr. Ham Avtar
Bhastri said he was also detained.

SHRI BAMAVATAK SHASTR1: 
Why?

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: He might have 
committed a certain offence . . . .  
(Interruptions) Your friend mention

ed your name. That is why I referred 
to it. It is just possible that he 
might have committed an offence under 
any of the laws, under any of the pro
visions either ot the Defence of India 
Rules or of the I.P.C. 1 do not know 
anything about that Nobody is 
arrested for his political views 
only. Some of the Congressmen 
have also been arrested and 
are under detention; why should 
they be arrested if only Opposition 
Members are being arrested? So, 
people are detained for the offences 
they have committed and not *cr 
their pilitical ideologies.
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Now, there ij. a plea that they 
should be rel?.ased This jr a conti
nuing process. Many havr already 
been released. It is not as though all 
the people detained ar* kept in cus
tody for any length of time. Some of 
them have already been released and 
prominent among them is Shri Charan 
Singh. Was he not one of the leaders 
belonging to the Opposition? He has 
been released now. Th«*n, Mr. Maha 
Maya Prasad Smha, who was Chiet 
Minister of Bihar, has also been re
leased. So, there are some persons 
who have been released: it is not as 
though once in detention they are al
ways in detention. It is a continuing 
process and there is a provision for 
review in the Act itself. We have 
advised the State Governments also 
to review the detentions periodically. 
It is not as though all have been 
arrested: the very f« 't  that Mr. Dinen
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Bhattacharyya and his friends are 
here proves that fact! There are a 
large number of political leaders and 
other political workers who nave not 
been arrested. Why should wa arrest 
them? There ij no reason to arrest 
them unless they involve themselves 
in creating an atmosphere which 
would endanger the security of the 
country or rommit any offence under 
the Indian Penal Code.

Now, since my time is limited, I will 
compress my views. Many persons 
have spoken about Press censorship 
There is no general Press censorship: 
it is only m specific matters of a deli
cate nature like the proclamation of 
Emergency or the use of the Defence 
of India Act and such matters that 
pre-censorship is there.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Every item of news has to be censor
ed; perhaps you d n̂'x know it,

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING AND PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS (SHRI K. RAGHU RAM- 
AIAH); If what the Minister says is 
true and if what you say is untrue and 
you say it outside you will be g'J.’ity 
of disseminating falsehood and you are 
liable to be arrested!

MR. CHAIRMAN; No threats in the 
House please!

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: The purpose 
of censorship is to guide and advise 
the press to guard the publica
tion of unauthorised, irresponsible OT 
inaccurate news items, reports, con
jectures or rumours which may have 
the effect of causing panic or spread
ing alarm or incite disaffection to
wards the Government. This is ex
actly where the Press mis-behaved 
before the Emergency and before pre- 
oensorship was introduced. I don’t 
say all but a large number of them 
published certain news items to create 
alarm in the mind of the public. That 
was the reason why same kind of a 
restriction had to be placed on them 
In the matter of proclamation of 
Bmergency and the i<®e of the Defence
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of India Act and Rules etc. a certain 
kind o# restraint was particularly 
needed and- it is only with that objec
tive that pre-censorship was introduc
ed.

About the circumstances which led 
to the imposition of pre-censorship, I 
need not elaborate further; it would 
suffice if I quote what the Prime Min- 
inister has stated recently in a mess
age that was conveyed to AINEC 
which held its session at Patna on 
March 28, 1976. The Prime Minister 
said:

'In recent years some journals 
and journalists seem to have made 
it their sole purpose to oppose our 
economic and foreign policies and to 
denigrate the nation's endeavour. 
Our policies are not the policies only 
of the Congress and of the execu
tive. They have the imprimatur of 
Parliament and the people. But to 
some journals, sectional interests 
wert more important than the na
tion’s well-bem X- Taking refuge m 
the democratic freedom guaranted 
by our system, they were under
mining our secular and social pro
grammes. They ignored the 
obligation to rpp>»rt evenU truthful
ly and impartially. For years we 
toleiated criticism even when it was 
unfan and motivated But when 
sonv newspapers began openly con
doning unconsti*utional activities, 
inciting violence pnd virtually lead
ing the campaign to paralyse the 
normal working o? the country, it 
was time to cry halt. Restrictions 
against the press became necessary 
to prevent a breakdown of the sys
tem.”

“The press has its rights. So has 
every individual. But responsibility 
and restraint are essential pre
conditions f>.r t’ ’ j ex‘-icis2 of any 
right. Rights are not theoretical or 
abstract. Instances are not wanting 
in history when the misuse of free
dom has threatened freedom itself/

“Restrictions have already been 
greatly relaxed. Pre-censorship is 
applied in only very few instances. 
Editors have themselves com* for

ward to suggest ways to which the 
normal functioning of the press can 
be ensured. Barring a few mire* 
candied individuals, most journalists 
nave been able to work with the 
understanding reached without 

feeling stisfted.”

It is good that most oj our news
papers have been helping to consoli
date the new climate of self-rest- 
raint and responsible behaviour 
which is evident in the country to
day, The Government needs their 
cooperation in putting our system 
back on the rails.”

This censorship has done a very good 
thing. It has developed healthy jour
nalism and eliminated rumours, irres
ponsible writing and prejudicial re
ports which were creating a problem 
for the security of the country. As I 
have already stated, there is an un
derstanding between the press and the 
Chief Censor, and that is working 
well. If such a healthy climate con
tinues, there nerfd not be any censor
ship at all; if they exercise this self- 
restraint, there may not be any more 
restraint on the newspaper1*. On the 
whole, this has worked well.

1 do not want ti take more time be
cause the Chairmnn is looking at the 
clock I would only say that I do not 
agree with the matters mentioned by 
Shri Dinen Bhattacharyya and in the 
Resolution moved by Shri AK Go- 
palan. I appeal to the House to rejcct 
th3 Resolution.

MR. CHAIRMAN- There are two 
amendments move by Mr, Naik and 
Mr. Daga

SHRI B. V NAIK. I would like to 
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment No. 1 was, by leave, 
withdrawn.

MR. CHAIRMAN; Mr. Daga is not 
present. I shall put the amendment 
moved by him to the vote of the 
Bouse.

Amendment No. 2 was put and 
negatived.
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lilt. CHAIRMAN: Now* I shall put 
the main Resolution to the vote. The 
question is:

"This House is of the opinion that 
in order to make it possible lor the 
people to be involved in the demo
cratic process and developmental 
activities, the freedom provided 
under the Constitution to the indi
viduals, organisations and political 
parties to carry on their legiti
mate political activities should be 
restored, all political prisoners 
be released, and the press cen
sorship established after the pro
clamation of the Emergency and the 
recently adopted press acts should 
be repealed.'*

The motion was negatived.

17.34 hn.

RESOLUTION RE: NATIONAL 
FOREST POLICY

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we take up 
fee next Resolution. Mr. P. K. Deo.

SHRI B. V. NAIK tKanara): What 
is the time allotted to this?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Two hours.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: We will not get 
this time today. May we have the 
time extended today, so that this im
portant Resolution on forests is dis
cussed today?

MR. CHAIRMAN; We have allotted 
two hours for this. The question of 
extending the time can be considered 
when we come to the end of two 
hours. Now, let him start.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: It we close today 
at 6.00 p.m., then we are not going to 
have one more day for this Resolution 
during this Session. That means, it 
wm come up only in the next Session.

'm . CHAIRMAN; Mr. P. 1  »*>

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi): Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, I beg to move;

“This House nrtes with concern 
the large scale denudation of foipst 
in the country and urges upon the 
Government to have a more prag
matic national forest policy so that 
33.3 per cent area of the country is 
covered by forest.”
In this regard, I would like to point 

out that there is nothing new ift my 
Resolution. I have simply reiterated 
the National Forest Policy which was 
formulated in 1952 when the need for 
afforestation was recognised "0 as to 
cover 33.3 per cent of the entire area 
of the country. I now urge upon the 
Government to have a more realistic 
and a pragmatic national policy in 
view of the disappearance, at a fright
ening pace with huge economic and 
ecological cost, of the forest in this 
country.

We had enough lip-sympathy re
garding preservation of forests and we 
have enough of Vanamahotsav, but as 
far we have been unable to fulfil our 
target; not more than 22.7 per cent of 
our country has been covered with 
forests. That too, to me is a very big 
claim because I know that there are 
many reserve forests just for name 
sake, and not a single tree is to be 
seen there. Those areas have been 
encroached by unauthorised cultiva
tion. Stealing of timber has bee* 
going on on a large s âle by the con
tractors and by thp neighbouring vil
lagers.

80.1 per cent of India’s 550 million 
people live in tlip villages and one- 
fiffth of the world’s cattle population 
lives in rural India. This vast human 
and animal poonlitio-j has been grow
ing at a fast rate. So far as popula
tion growth is concerned it has been 
rising at a rate of 2.5 per cent every 
year with accompanying enormous de
mand for fuel wood, small timber for 
agricultural implements for rural 
housing, thorns end bamboos for fenc
ing. thiltch for roof and timber for 
doors and furniture. The require
ment of firewood alone is estimated to 
grow apt© 25& million cubic metres by


