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God for it. He has also reduced the ex-
port duty on tea, jute, decreased raw wool
and mica. He has also raised the examp-
tion limit for income-tax on dividends from
Rs. 500 to 1,000 to give fillip to the share
market, which is already in the throes of a
mini-boom.

He has, however, chosen to increase the
rate of personal taxation on the slabs above
Rs. 10,000 When 1 heard the budget
speech 1 was inclined to consider that this
would causc very great hardship to the
lower middle class people, but on analysing
the budget proposals 1 found that he was
out to his usual trick. While he has raised
the tax level, he has shown some conces-
sions in incomc-tax to those who own
motor cars and who come in this slab.
Under section 16 of the Motor Vehicles
Act such employees who have a motor car
are entitled to a deduction. So, if the
two proposals are collated and juxtaposed
with each other, higher levies on one side
and higher deduction on the other. for an
employee with an income of Rs 10,000 the
relief works up to Rs. 66, for an income of
Rs. 12,000 the relief works up to Rs. 68,
for an income of Rs. 14,000 it works up to
Rs. 25 and on an income of Rs. 15,000 it
works up to Rs. 4. Above Rs. 15000 the
tax burden starts increasing and above
Rs. 20 000 each assessee will be required to
pay an extra amount of Rs. 275 as a result
of this enhanced levy. Therefore, those
who are critical of these budget proposals
especially this levy on lower middle class,
would do well to bear this concession in
mind before making any criticism.

SHRI N. SREEKANTAN NAIR
(Quilon) : Give them a car before raising
the rate.

SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR SALVE:
Then 1 come to the agricultural wealth tax
[ plated in the Fi Bill for asses-
ment year 1970-71, which has come in for
severe criticism.

16.19 hrs.
[Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)

The criticism of this measure is basical-
1y on two grounds. It is said that this
type of levy. comtemplated by the new
legisiation is likely 10 hit the agricutturists

to West Bengal Legisiature

and it is likely to disturb the rural econo-
my. 1 am convinted that the inclusion of
agricultural land and buildings within the
purview of the wealth tax is one of the
wisest and expedient steps as a starting
point for several measures on the ssme
lines to follow. To describe those people
who will be within the purview of the new
legislation as farmers or agriculturists is
not merely a terminological inexactitude ;
1 submit it is the grossest misnomer and it
is, in fact, a deceitful misdescription, be-
cause 99 out of 100 assesses who will be hit
by the mischief of the proposed legislation
arc not farmers or agriculturists ; they are
invest in agricultural property. It would
be unfair to spare the investors in agricul-
ture from the levy... ... (Interruptions).

16.20 hes.

RE : WEST BENGAL GOVERNOR'S
ADDRESS TO BOTH HOUSES OF
THE STATE LEGISLATURE

SOME HON. MEMBERS rose —

SHRI
Harbour) :

JYOTIRMOY BASU (Diamand
Sir, under rule 340... ...

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I know,
you must have got some news, but I will
?ermit only ono from among you to raise
1.

ft ok wciedw (werd afe)
IqIET qERy, o @ T F gy A
w17 § I 919 eafra £7 ) fogy An
fedf ¥ amary v ©q 9%7 & & AYAY
I WY E

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : There is
no question of adjourning the debate. 1
will allow Shri Banerjee t0 make his plea.
He wants to raise a4 certain matter and
plead under rule 340 that the debate be
adjourned. After listening' to him I will
give my decision about the adjournment of
the debate.

ot wo sfo awalt (vrrgT) : ITSTLY
ATy, WIN waAw QA fe w9 qn
w9 §4T grelt fF aq gw S A e
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[ ®o Yo wasif]
AT WITHT €q17 39 AN Wwfoq £33
wife &t 4t fr s § aw o 3@
) fama gwr &1 sfgdga @3 xaT @,
Sad ant ¥ gl aqu 3@ & agi &
TSINT & UERE 9 A1 §, IARY
g AF TAF ¥ a8 @A W T W@
NG faa a9z ¥ 7@ N wdvE H
feeaiea fvar nar a1 AT fogd fag az
fardmrT 4, IaF IR A 9 §g U@ A
T IFFT A AA KR FIA 1 Fifqw
IOl

off 7y fand geEAd CrERATA AT
&9 % W@ F 39 9% & A g9 17 F ISAT
ar YT sadr iz g & 7 fadew fran
qr f§ 340 & weqdia W19 A 9T G
s aga @ WY, Saw wfrg wT
AT w19 @H T 7T °v )

mft W) maw Fefet ax wrg § WK
TR A N @ g Wi gk @ €N
a1gw gYar & fx @7 oo 7gi g Y I3%
gt Wit wEdT @igE A WINW 0 GE
frar | oF dU oY ¥ a7 @1 g@A W
o ¥ 1% 91T 9T q1Eq  fqAd 9w
|ITAT 44T 91 s gHAa & @A,
I8 I fera MAT w31 g fran
IqF a1z 327 ¥ geawef s gy gesl
¥ W@ T gand fFar e sy fE wm
IaF) 93 78 @ & A% ¥ 1 afwT gaNn
W gaard S Al w1 gEa SEA
ag) fear | ¥y vw faad sasr faw
fwar mar g1, ITHT WFATY AN gAY T
¥ |qUW 91 W fagd Twasr & gear
agi o gk fY, JEE I A a@ W)
amy 93 M wifag )

oft Tz fag (Tgas) @ ooy fvar
af a3t |

ot ot sovlw ;. @F w9, wa
wegr fwar )
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=t @o WYo AWl : wegr fwar ar
31 fwar, gaw 1€ g agi

16.24 hrs.
[weaw agiea NarET go)

g% gt & mweay w g, M ;WA
€ &7 & ) zq AraS A IIEAT 91 )
¥ T qrad § ¢F qGAr 9% /A A §
21 oas SAF Y A I R § ag
arfew, ag sfeadd g8 A+ #iT 784%
& AT 99 W N 9 Fifgg 38 QY W
9 fF azi a3 T afcfeafs gar T &)
S1e aifs fee oF @ T@ass &Y =gl
qT gEAT FA F fKifqw £ 97 43 | 73
AT I §

weas wgiRg, § qrr 340 & HeadAq
3z yeard Far g fw wg gw fede A
UIAH FIF, TH HIAA & QI F 989
W Y AT T | AT A AN T fwaAr
? ag faega mea @ ol S g N ag
FRwRE el & co¥ar &L W R
IAF! g A7AT A A & ww faAe ¥
fae Y« & sigar § fF w9 gw 9T age
LiREic G|

st wzw fagrt awda (FEUAgR) ¢
qEqL AT, 987 JaA afeqW JWT F7
agY &, o daw o qEAT w7 AE
w&q dfama &1 ¢ Swaer ® quewn)
w1 g1 USqA sxerfaw gg@ § 1 w4
¢ g8 arq &1 wfgwr §iAr wifzg &
o NET FwR ou daw fR Y
afiIeT & $g UW qgd § gowe w3
T ? ag ufewX afx ga wsaae w 2@
§ @ ;71 gEM g A gfewc Qm f
T2 TF AT AN AAG A FTE ? W
7g wfawe vogae 8 feqr 93w @
w1 & ¥ usgafa agizg W W Oy
afewz frm f& ag ¥m afmw
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gra o fey 7 wfvoew & fedy
feed &Y 793 ggEfaura & ghe @
T qgT wgeAgy Arear & 1 & sgan ¢
fe arg 5@ 9T 991 F@ &7 6T WA
a1 w |

MR. SPEAKER : What I say is, be-
fore we start a discussion or anything iike
that, if necessary, we must have facts be-
fore the House. May | request the Home
Minister to make a statement before we
adjourn today ?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
MORARIJI DESAI) : We have not receiv-
ed an official report. As soon as we receive
one can talk about it.

It is a constitutional
I am

MR. SPEAKER :
point : it is a very relevant point.
sure the Government agrees.

ot @t T (70) ¢ ez g Foar
T g aEi gRg M FT AT 7

MR. SPEAKER : We will have to
find sometime to discuss it. [t is not only
about the President or the Governor, who
ever it is, it is a ticklish point, a constitu-
fional point. Mr. Teaneti Viswanatham
has written to me : Mr. George Fernandes
has written to me : Mr- Vajpavee his writ-
ten to me .. ..([nrerruption'.

SHR! S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur) : The
fact is that he has omitted certain pira-
graphs, as already announced in the radio.

wzw fagrdt qrday @ w19 95 A7 A
#Y aeFey Y ¥ g wF

MR. SPEAKER : My point is, instead
of off-hand discussing it immediately, |
think, you should have the facts and the
time to study the legal position. The
Government also should have time to study
the legal position. Let us discuss it in
such a way that it will be discussed more
authoritatively and more legally. We will
fix some time. If the facts are there,

whatever it is...(Incerruprion).

SHRI NAMBIAR (Tiruchirappalli) :
The Home Minister can get the tacts in no
time. We can discuss it at 6-30 P.M.

MR. SPEAKER ; On behalf of the
whole House, I am saying that let the facts
come. After all, this side also would like
to know what bhappened to the Governor,
whether he was assaulted...(farerruptions).

SHRI
alive !

RABI RAY : He is quite

MR. SPEAKER : 1do not know the
facts. We will get the facts and, after
the facts are available, we will fix time.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kendrapara) :  As you said, you muy fix
some time for the discussion. But we
must have a statement from the Home
Minister before we adjoury today.

MR, SPEAKER : Whatever the state-
ment, before 6 O'Clock, before adjourn for
the day, let the facts come so that you can
study the legal position, whether the
Governor can skip over something or avoid
something. Whatever arguments you want
to put forth is at your liberty. You can
prepare the cise. Let the Government also
do it. It is a constitutional issue which
deserves consideration. After whatever in-
formation is available, before we adjourn
for the day, 1 shall fix some time.

st WA GTATOW ©  E7TT JEATT HY
ENFIT FH 59 TIAH AT FI7 § O
ui efl]

SHRI TENNETI VISWANATHAM
(Visakhapitnim) : My we, therefore, ex-
cept thit either the Hyms Minister or the
Deputy Prime Minis'er w.ll make a state-
ment, say, at about 5.30 P.M.

MR. SPEAKER ; On behalf of all of
you, | have requested the Home Minister
to make a statement today.

T oW oweer WE QY
wifyg )
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA) : If you so
direct, we can collect all the information
and mike a statement tomorrow morning.

oft Tt T : AV, W (farerruptions).

MR. SPEAKER : Whatever informa-
tion is available, you make a statement.
All the information may not be available.
After all, these are days when we have
quick communication

SHRI MORARIJI
O’Clock.

DESAI : At 6

SHR] JYOTIRMOY BASU :
adjournment motion admitted ?

Is the

MR. SPEAKER : Nothing as admit-
ted. We await the statement of the Home
Minister.

16.29 hrs.

GENERAL BUDGET —GENERAL
DISCUSSION—Contd.
Salve

MR. SPEAKER : Now, Mr.

may continue his speech.

SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR SALVE :
Sir, 1 was in the midst of my speech on
the Budget. When the murder of demo-
cracy and constitution was being discussed,
it was impossible for me to evoke the same
interest in my speech. You would appre-
ciate, who would like to drink rasam when
Scotch Whisky is available.

Sir, I was making my submission in
respect of the levy of wealth tax, under the
Wealth Tax Act, on agricultural proper-
ties.

1 was making a poiut that to say that
the proposed levy would hit the agricultu-
rists or the farmers is an utterly erroneous
proposition to make. To describe those
people who will be within the purview of
the new legislation as farmers or agricul-
turists is not merely a terminological in-
exactitude, it is rather the grossest misno-
mer, because 99 out of 100 assessces who
will be hit by the proposed logislation are
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not agricuiturists by any means or maoner
but are those who have invested in agricul-
tural properties. There is absolutely no
mistake, there is no error, in the Finance
Minister taxing these people and bringing
them within the purview of the Wealth Tax
Act. | can appreciate what Mr. Masani
said ; he advocates the Swatantra philoso-
phy and, therefore, he wants to save those
investors from taxation ; this is something
which I can understand. But what [ can-
not understand is that those who swear by
socialism are opposing this type of
measure.

However, 1 may point out that, of late,
it has been seen clearly in Bombay that
two sections of the society are showing in-
creasing interest in investing in agricultural
properties ; one section is the film artists
who own fabulous agricultural properties
and are amassing further wealth ; and the
second section are the Ministers in the
Maharashtra Cabinet, specially those who
come from Vjdarbha region. I know that,
before they became Ministers, they were
briefless lawyers and moved about un-
known aod unheard of in the District
Court of Vidarbha ; they hardly ever did
any farming, but after they became Minis-
ters they blossomed into great Krishi
Pandits ..

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE (Bombay
Central) : This is highly objectionable...
(Interruptions).

SHR1 NARENDRA KUMAR SALVE:
Why is he objecting ? He is not a Minis-
ter either here or in Maharashtra...... ...
(Interruptian). Anyway, | can say that they
were the most brilliant lawyers but were
not patronised unfortunately ; that is to my
knowledge. At any rate today some of
the finest vineyards. orange orchards and
agricultural farms are owned by these
Ministers. s there any justification to
exclude these people from the purview of
the Wealth Tax Act? 1 submit that it
would not be fair to exclude these in-
vestors in agricultural properties from the
purview of taxation merely because they
masquerade as agriculturists.

However, 1 am not willing to minimise
the legal difficulty which the legislation is
likely to eacounter. Eatry 86 of the Union
List in the Seventh Schedule, which entit-



