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. Dr. ReIDt Subhag Stlllh: Sir. I ileg v;'I'i ft i(;m ~ m M ~ ~ 
to move: ;ml't ~ ij'1fi ~ ., ~ I 

"That this House agrees with 
the Third Report of the Business 
Advisory Committee presented 
to the House on the 20th June 
1987." • 

Mr. Speaker: The question is: 

"That this House agrees with 
the Third Report of the Business 
Amrisory Ccmunittee presented 
to the House on the 20th June 
1967." • 

The motion was adopted. 

111.18 hni. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS-RAIL-
WAYS. 1967-68-contd. 

Hr. Speaker: The House will now 
take up further discussion of the 
Demands for Grants Of the Railways. 
Shri Brij Bhushan La! will continue 
his speech. 

8fT,!" ~ """ ~ t  : ~~ 
~ ~tt~ ~~  

~ ;ffi if. ;;iT fit; ~ .m: m..rr 1!01 iR 
~~~~~ ~~~ 

t,.., ~ ~~  ~ 'fiT 

~ i ~  ~ ~ 

er-:R1fiT ~~~t  ~ tti ~ 

~  

l5J.l hn. 

[MR. Dzp,U'l'Y-SPEAKER in the Chair] 

~ m-;;iT tt 1M" ~ II>T;ftmr 
i ~~6 ~~~ i t  
~ t~i  ~i ~  

~~  ~ ~i ~ t  

Ill: ~ t, ~ iFq e-m ~ 

i ~~  ~ mllit 

lffi If<: m qr;fi!fTif it; ft;rif "'" 

i ~~~~~  
~i ~i t i ~ ~ 

(Rft t I ~i to ~ .m: '"'" If<: 
ri qr;fi it; ~ ;it ~ ~ l, "'" 
~~i ~~~t i u 

~ ~ ~~  i'"r..r 
I!illfif ... ~~ ~~ 

~t ~~~~ m ~ i 

WcraT ~ ifTIJ I mtT PIT ~ ~ 
~ ~ i . .m: ~ iIFI" ~ 4Wr 
i ~~  

~~~ ~ 

~ 1fTiIFI" ~~ i tt~ 

t I i ~  ~ If<: ~ 1ft m-
ij'1fi ~ 'tiT 1fiT1f or(f ~ t ~ ~ 
~ if ~  if ~ t~ 

~ 1fi1fr mit ¥ it; ~ if qt QT 
~ ~ ~ m ck<r.T1t If<: ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ;;rnrr t I qt I!iT 'lit ~ 
~~  ... ~ ~ i i t  

lfi"t" ~  ~ i  ~ fll> ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ .m: ~ If<: IfiTlr I9iW ~ 
t I ~ ~ qt « (t ~ or(f mmr t. 
~ ~~ i ~~ 
~  ;it ~ m; ~ 1fflIT ~ t 
If{ 1fT 1fi1fr ~ lftT ~ t, ~ 
;ffi'm ~ ~ "W t Ai ~ i ~ qt .J 
~ ~ cry ~  ~ or(f ~  'ffiIT 
~  ... ~ ti t ti  ~~t 

.m: ... ~  (t lIilf ~ ~ t I 
lit ~ qt m ~ ~ ~ t t 'a'ir 
IA 1fT ~ 0Jt\' IA iffifi I 

~~~~i t~ 

t q  q Ai ~ ~ ~  



D. G. i ~  JUNE 11, lD6'1 198'1-68 

[J5ft '{lI' ~  ~  

~ i t i it~ ~t ~ 

~ ~~ ~ ~ ti  

~ t  ~~ it nt~t 

t~ ~ i  ~~~~ 

mr G(lif !lfh: ;;" IjiT ~ ~ ~ " 
rn fl{lIT n~ ~ ~ fi;IIT;J 1!>'T 

III1i i ~~  ~ ~ I 

;qt t'Ai ~ ~ 1tiT ~ t 
qt ~ w.rr ~ A;<rr;;mIT t, 
~ qj ~ tr.ffl ifiT m ;;nit aT '¥ 
~ <tit ~ ~ vm t, ~ w.rr 
nrf ~ tRTlfl'.,fi ~ iiIm t I ~ <tit 
~ llJltf 1Iil ~ ~ ~ ~ I 
'IT ~ ~ t, \j() fit; vR IAA <ft 
~ ~  m ~~o ~  

~~~ it ~~ ~ ~ 

~~  m itR ~ ~ m ~ fit; ~ ~ 

~ SJ'ifiR ~ 'IinJ ~ ~ I ~ ~

~~ t~ ~~ .nm 
i t t t~  

'Ii<'f ~ if llJltf <tit ~ mrrt 
~ fit; ;;it ~ =tm if; m(ij' ~ 

~i ~it  it~i  

~ ({PF'I141'il ~ q ~ it ortt ~ 
t I llJltf ~ ~ ifi': if; ~ ~ 
~ 'lit 'lilf'qm i~ I 

~~~~~ i ~it 

~it it ~ ~~ 

if Q ~ ~ '3"1' it; q ~ it .,fi ~ 
~ ~ I ~ ~ i llJltf'IiT IilIR 
~ ~ I ~ iFif ii ~  1966 it 
f«i'lif'll\'i <tit 'Ii ~ I ~  ~ 

~ fir; m CIt ~ ~ ~ ;;rrlt1ft, 
m.r if! ~ (fiji ~ ~ ~ m t, 
~~~ 'Ii t I ~  1lf1'-
~  1Ii't ~ ~~~  
IliTII1t ~ ~ -. m i ~ 

~~~ ~ ~ i  

Q\' ~ IIiAi\' I1mr ~ m-U ~ .n 
~ «I n~ t~t i  

~ i ~ ~n  it; ~ ~ 1I'(m' 

t ~ i t~ ~~ 

n~~ ~~t ~~  

If(\' ~ t, if ~ ~ tT g II 
~ ~ i it~ i~ ~ 

~ ~ t  ifiT ~ I q'tt ~ 
~t  ~~ f<;T1t'3"l'iIiT ~ 

qu ~ I ~ mm 1!im f fit; If( 
itU ;mil ~ ~ I1mr ~ I 

Shri ThlrnmaIa Rao (Kakinada): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I should like 
to extend my best wishes to my hOD, 
friend, Shri Poonacha, who has beeD 
rightly given the responsibility ot. 
heading one ot the biggest ministris 
in this country. No doubt, by hill un-
tarnished service to the country over 
a long period and by his hard work 
and ability he is entitled to thill 
charge. I can ofter him our heartiest 
co-operation in seeing that he imple-
men ts all the promises he is going to 
make to us in this behalf. 

I do not want to cover the ground 
with regard to the finances ot the 
railways because on these Demanw. 
for Grants most ot us are interested 
in local problems though they are not 
actually parochial. I want to men-
tion something about the South Cen-
tral Railway which has recently been 
brought into existence, probably on 
2nd October, 1966. Though it has not 
yet overcome its teething troublell, we 
are not impatient to offer our criti-
cism, much less any dis-satisfaction 
over it. No doubt, lome time is neces-
sary for this new zone to settle down 
and carryon its development, but we 
find that the zone which hll8 been 
brought into being as a result of con-
tinuo-us agitations over a long period 
by the concerned people has not been 
completely satisfactory. The zone has 
been cut ou~ in such a way that It 
hu not been done on a rational bula. 
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A part of the Central Railway and 
-Gl the Soulh .. n Railway hal been cut 
Gut to form the new SOuth Central 
Railway. The powera had it in their 
mw that the Southern Railway doea 
not lufter any damage in its income 
or importance. One cannot under-
.tand the thinking of the Railway 
Board when it hal tagged on certain 
portions to thilI new zone and not 
jiven the most important sections to 
this railway. With regard to the 
carving out of this zone the retaining 
of the Guntakal Division in the 
Southern Railway is the mOlt irra-
tional thing that any administrator 
can do. Also, all the terminala are 
kept under the control of the other 
railways. For instance, Visakhapat-
nam is still in the South Eastern 
Railway and Gudur in the south is in 
the Southern Railway. They are mOIl 
important sections where tranship-
ment of goods and administrative 
lacilities have to be worked out. I 
.uggest that there should be re-
Drganisation of this zone with a view 
to catering to the needs of that area. 

I need not tell you that Andhra is 
more or less one of the best rice pro-
ducing areas in the country. Large 
quantities of rice going uP to tens of 
"thousands of tonnes is being exported 
to the extreme south and also to the 
far north east to Bengal. There is a 
wagon shortage and every inconvei-
~n  that is due to shortfalls is put 
on the poor Andhra Government that 
they are chary in giving rice which 
they have got at their disposal. 

With regard to the area that is 
covered by this railway, it is one of 
the most promising and potential, 
industrial as well as agricultural, area 
of the whole country. We are spar-
ing 6 lakhs tonnes of rice every year. 
Weare second or third in producing 
oilseeds. We are producing tobacco 
to the tune of Rs. 25 crores a year 
which is one of the best foreign ex-
change earner for this country. We 
have got coal in large quantities in 
Singareni area. Last but not the least 
is the mango which is called the king 
of fruits. We produce the largest 

quantity of maqoea that are upon.. 
able and we export them to Calcutta, 
Delb.1, Bomba,., Madras and all the 
far oft places. Hundreda of w8l0Di 
are demanded during the lealOn. 
There is a complaint at the South 
Central Railway that .ufficlent num-
ber of wagollll are not allotted, are 
not kept at the disposal of the Rail· 
ways. I should like the Minister to 
look into the matter. One of DI7 
friends here-he is not here-repra-
!lenting that area said in his speech 
on the Railway Budget that large 
quantities of coal are accumulated 
roundabout Belampalll and thOM 
should ·be cleared. 

8h1'1D1aU '4hbm1hntlaallllU 

(Khammam): Coal is accumulAted iD 
my constituency alao; they are not 
supplying wagons. 

Shrl ThIrumala Rao: There Is a 
demand from that area alsO. We are 
exporting 3 million tonnes and even 
more of iron ore from Andhra Pra-
desh. Vizag port is being speclall,. 
developed with all the modern equip-
ment of loading and unloading. Nearl,. 
3 million tonnes ot coal is being 
exported. What is the point in not 
keeping such a key position of Vlzag 
in the South Central Railway. It il 
a port for Bhilai, for all the heaV7 
machinery and for the export of iron 
ore and other things. It is said that 
Vizag port is going to be one of the 
biggest ports in the country and it i. 
already feeling the glut. There should 
be a second port developed between 
Madras and Vizag and that is the 
place where from I come, that Is, 
Kakinada. There is a proposal to 
make Kakinada an exclusive port for 
the export of iron ore. It can handle 
nearly 3 million to 4 million tonn .. 
of iron are and the railway Unes are 
alao being aligned. They are tryin, 
to have the line upto Polavaram. 
From Polavaram, they want to brin, 
iron ore ,by boats throUgh the river 
GodavarI. I do not know whether 
they have studied all the condition. 
of the river in all the seasons. But 
still there Is the necessity of connect-
In, Kaldnada also to thll line 10 that 
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[Shri Thirumala Raol 
there wili be a larger. ezp!)rt of iron 
Ore from KakiDada. The Min. and 
Metals CorporatiOl) have sent their 
technical experts to Kakinada to make 
a study. 

Shrl P. K. Deo (Kalahandi): Is he 
._peaking on the demands of the 
Ministry of Transport or on the Minis-
.try of liailways? He is spe_ing of 
:'Orts. 

Sbri ThIrumala Rao: I  . should like 
to ask my hon. friend whether there 
is not a railway line to Paradip port. 
o They are all inter-connected. On the 
Bailadilla line, they are spending 
about Rs. 40 crores or eveD more. 
'That has been laid from the mines to 
the Central Provinces in Orissa and 
to Vizag port. What I am suggesting 
is that the railway lines and the ports 
are inter-connected with regard to 
the export trade as well as import 
trade. At Vizag, you have got huge 
. godowns constructed and a large 
quantity of wheat and other food-
~ ins that are imported from the 
West as well as from Australia are 
being landed in Vizag. Therefore, 
IUch an important place like Vizag 
which has to do in a large meBBure 
with the export and import trade 
_hould be developed. That should be 
in the South Central :aailway. This 
is the argurnl!nt that I want to build 
tor that. 

11.15 lin. 

[SBRI C. K. BRATTACIlAIIYYA in the 

Chair.] 

With regard to Kakinada, it is about 
400 miles north of Madras and it is 
'between Vizag and Vijyawada. We 
have to go by a side-line, 8 miles 
from Samalkot. There was a pro· 
posal for this long ago, in 1950 or 
1948 when I was a member here, when 
Mr. Gopalaswamy Iyengar was the 
RallwayMinister and when Mr. 
Santhanam was the Minister of State. 
They had definitely promised this; 
they had a survey of the whOle thing 
. lmd tbey had a report and they had 

uid tbat the lineshGUld be aligned 
and Kakinada lIhould be brougbt OIl 
to the main line. But something ba. 
happened. I was ()ut of the Assembly; 
Mr. Santhanam was out, Mr. Gopala-
swamy Iyengar changed his portfoliG 
and that provided the OCCasion fOr 
the officials to shelve it; they have 
shelved it till now. We should get 
it revived. Kakinada is an important 
place with a population of 1,50,OOD; it 
is one of the biggest centres in Andhra 
Pradesh having various types of 
colleges and Government are also 
building up industries there on a large 
scale; recently my hon. friend, Mr. 
Asoka Mehta, was good enough to teU 
me that they are thinking of having 
a fertiliser plant in Kakinada also in 
the public sector. Therefore, con-
sidering all these things and consIder-
ing the favourable report about the 
good conditions of the port for further 
development, the Railways sbouTd 
consider connecting Kakinada and 
bringing it on to the main line at a 
small cost. 

Mr. Cball'IIIIm: The han. Member 
may conclude now. 

Shrl Thirumala Bao: I rarely take 
the opportunity of asking for a little 
more time. I speak On subjects ia 
which I am interested. I want a few 
more minutes to bring to the notice 
of the Government certain important 
facts. 

Mr. Chalrmall: A scheme has been 
left by the Deputy-Speaker and that 
scheme has to be complied with. 

Sbri Thlrumala Rao: I think, the 
Chairman has some discretion at his 
diS'Posal, which you can very wlsel,.. 
use in my favour. 

With regard to Kakinada, I request 
you to consider this because there is 
also a proposal to convert it into a 
major port as a main exporting centre 
for iron ore. 

With regard to south-Central Rail-
way, I want to ventilate a few 
grievances. 
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Hyderabad is one of the biggest 
aiUes of India. During the British 
period and evllll during the subse-
quent period, only. big· cities like 
Madras,Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi 
are in the map. 

Sbri D. C. SlIarma (Gurdaspur): 
Delhi is not in the map. 

Shri ThirIuDala Rao: It ill very 
:inueh there. 

I request you to consider this. 
Hyderabad is a growing city with a 
Population of 1.5 million and as I have 
already said, there are immense possi-
bilities of development both economi-
cally and politically and also other-
wise. I request you to see that all 
the cities in India are connected by 
direct trains from Hyderabad. There 
should be a direct train from Hydera-
bad to Delhi and another from 
Hyderabad to Calcutta. There is 
already one train from Hyderabad to 
Madras and another from Hyderabad 
~ Bombay. But the so-called express 
train that goes from Hyderabad to 
Madras is worse than a goods train; it 
is nobody's bother; it is bogged down 
at wayside stations for hours together 
looking on helplessly, shedding tears, 
while a goods train passes over it 
with mocking speed. I request you 
to give consideration to the fact that 
this train should be speeded up. 
Every time they say that it is as a 
matter Of sufterence or consideratiOD 
or concession that the train is given 
to Madras. This is one train which 
I want to mention specially. Hydera-
bad is connected from Bezwada to 
the northern .parts of Andhra Pradesh; 
it is one of the richest areas. From 
Bezwada to the north, Krishna dis-
trict, West Godavari district, East 
Godavari district and parts of Sri-
kakulam district are rice-surplus areas 
from where a large amount of traffic 
emanates. You can see the statistics. 
This is one of the most productive 
and paying lines. Any nwnber of 
t in~ can be put and there will be 
no dearth of passengers or traffic. I 
request YOU to see that the train that 
connects Hyderabad to the northern 

parts of Andhra Pradeah should be-
improved. There is a train called-
Puri Express. Why do you take us 
to pun? To teaeh lome Bhakthi! We 
are already having Thirupathl; we· 
have got enough Bhakthi, the fear of 
God. You can take it direct to Cal-
cutta. There must be a mail as weli 
as an express train from Hyderabad 
to Calcutta and there is I!Ufficient 
traffic on that line. I want the hon. 
Minister to consider several other 
points which 1 wanted to urge but 
which I am not raising for lack of· 
time, but I shall bring these to his 
notice privately and I hope he will 
give his best consideration to them. 
and attend to them. 

In conclusion, I would submit that 
the consultative committee of the· 
Members of Parliament In the-
Southern Zone has not met so far. I 
hope that the hon. Minister would· 
convene a meeting of that before this 
session ends .... 

Tbe Minillter 01 Railways (8111t 
C. M. Poonacha): It will be convened 
during this session. 

Shri Tblramala BaD: If a meetlnl: 
is convened, then we shall be able to 
corne in con tact with the officers COD-
cerned and explain our difficulties. 

Shri MaDpJathumadom. (Mavell-
kara) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I haft 
moved cut motions Nos. 334,  335, 338, 
339 340 and 373. 

I am coming from a State where-
railway facilities are practically 
denied to the bulk of the population 
of the area. Even after Independence, 
this necessary prerequisite for indus-
trialisation of that State was ·totally 
neglected. If we take into considera-
tion the development of the railway 
syste.lll for the last half a century or 
so, we can see that the extension of 
new lines in that state was limited 
to a distance covering 93 miles bet-
ween Ernakulam and Quilon, and that 
too in mo!tre gauge. This line was 
originally intended to be broad gauge. 
But, unfortunately, as is usual with 
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[Shri Mangalathumadom] 
'the Government of India, when that 
,plan was implemented, just the 
iJ'everse happened. Thia ill the lorry 
,atate of affairs of the railway facill-
;ties in Kerala. 

If you look at the railway map of 
lndia you will see that beyond Tiru-
.nelveIi in Madras State and Trivan-
drum in Kerala state, there is no 
railway link at all. It is criminal 
,that an important tourist centre like 
Cape Comorin, a spot which was and 
.is so dear to the statesmen of the past 
.and the present, at home and abroad, 
is still lacking in railway facilities. 
The extension of the railway line from 
'Trivandrum to Cape Comorin and 
from Tirunelveli to Cape Comorin is 
.of nation's need, which no responsible 
,government can ignore. 

I understand that on several occa-
sions, the area between Trivandrum 
and Cape Comorin was surveyed for 
new railway lines, but nobody knows 
why things are delayed extraordi-
narily in starting that work. I trust 
that the hon. Minister will look into 
the matter and start work on this new 
line immediately. 

Another important factor which I 
want to mention in this connection is 
how Government themselves flout 
their own policy declaration regard-
ing the extension of new railway 
lines. I would recall the statement of 
the Railway Minister in his budget 
speech kist year. In that speech, as a 
matter of policy, he stated that: 

"New lines of construction in 
the Third Plan have been mainly 
to meet the requirements of indus-
trial, mineral and major port 
development on a large scale." 

'Sir, let us take the case of industry. 
In Kerala, AUeppey is one of the most 
industrial and commercial centres. 
Barring, Cochin, Alleppey is the 
biggest commercial port in Kerala. 
Appropriately, it is called the Venice 
of the East. This district is also 

iamous for its coil' goods. It is impor-

tant to note that waions are nc4 
available for the tranaporatiOD of thiI 
important export item which eal'III 
substantial foreign exchange. 

The necessity of a railway line ia 
this important centre was spelt out 
on innumerable occasions on the floor 
of this House itself. But because of 
the criminal indifference and ira. 
negligence on the part of the Govern-
ment machinery, these pleas fell alike 
cries in wilderness. I hope that the 
authorities will understand the need 
for a new railway line from Cochin, 
touching Alleppey and Mavelikar •. 
This will definitely enlarge the indus-
trial base of Kerala. I hope Govern-
ment will give top priority to thiI 
new railway line from Ernakulam, 
linking Alleppey and Mavelikara, i. 
view of the industrial potential and 
strategic importance of the Alleppe" 
district. 

Trivandrum is one of the two State 
capitals in India which are not linked 
up by broad gauge railway line. In 
fact, there is no broad gauge line south 
of Ernakulam. The break of gauge 
at Ernakulam is a serious handicap, 
which hampers the free movement 01 
goods to the State capital from other 
parts of the nation. It is reported that 
in his recent talk with the Keral. 
Chief Minister, the hon.. Food Mini8-
tel' appears to have stated that since 
the raHway facilities are limited, to 
rush rice in time to Kerala from 
Andhra Pradesh he had to take resort 
to sending it by ship from Visakha-
patnam. It is a pity that this kind 
of things are happening. Government 
will have to consider this factor veT)' 
seriously and I stresl that the metre 
gauge line between Ernakulam and 
Trivandrum should be converted into 
broad gauge. 

A notable aspect of working of the 
railway in Kerala State is that all the 
outmoded, condemned boggles and 
machines are dumped into that State 
and used in operation. While travel-
ling, one rna" feel the fun as if he II 
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travelling in a compartment as old u 
the railway itsel1. This set-up should 
.change and needs a thorough trans-
formation. 

I have gone through the budget 
proposals for giving new lines. But 
no provision is made in that to take 
up any of the works mentioned above. 
1 cite this as a glaring example of 
the step-motherly attitude shown 
towards Kerala. I hope that the Gov-
ernment will do justice to the genuine 
need of providing proper railway 
facilities to Kerala, a factor most 
-essential for its economic develop-
ment. And I submit that immediate 
action may be taken with regard to 
this matter. 

The time-limit does not permit me 
to talk at length about the gross in-
.efficieney prevalent in the railway 
administration. This is one of the 
departments in which corruption is 
rampant in an organised form with 
the connivance of railway officials at 
various levels. Accommodation is 
always available if the passenger is 
prepared to spend extra money to 
gratify a booking clerk, porter or con-
ductor. The practice is undoubtedly 
~  I wish to bring to the notice 
of the hon. Minister another example 
of corruption. It is a practice preva-
lent in· the railway line between 
Mavelikkara and Kottayam in my 
State that plots on both sides of the 
line are given for tenancy illegally 
by the railway PWD officials to earn 
money from the local people. This 
kind of notoriety is prevalent in the 
railway department. It is a national 
shame which should be handled effec-
tively and mercilessly with immediate 
effect. Nowadays a railway journey 
has become the most risky affair. 
After the exit of the 'Great Railway 
Accident Minister' from the Cabinet, 
we thou.ght things would improve 
lIubstantially. But the situation con-
tinues to be worse. There is nO end 
to the reports of railway accidents 
and large-scale loss of lives pourinJ 
from different parts of the country. 

The condition of third class COIII-
partments continues to be Yer7 miur-
able. To my mind, this is becaun of 
the existence of two upper class ... 
Among these, the lecond class com-
partment in the IDdian Railway. as a 
cent per cent hoax. In certain cases, 
it fails to give even the facilities of 
a third class. It is criminal on tbII 
part of Government to charge heavil7 
from the publ:c and deny facilities 
worth those payments. But whatenr 
it be, as a measure to improve t.be 
conditions in the third class, I propoM 
the abolition of the upper classes and. 
privileged treatment in rail'iVay jour-
ney. Partly this is a great .ocial 
problem also. To allow these upper 
classes to continue is obviously all 
indication of the claas character et 
the Government. The hon. Minister, 
as wal the case with his predeceuor, 
may not be aware of the difficulties 
of a passenger in the third class com-
partment since he is not accustomed 
to railway journeys in the commoll 
man's compartment. 

There are many other aspects like 
ticketless travel etC. about which I do 
not want to mention at present. 

I hope Government will give a 
serious look into the problems I hayr 
mentioned and provide proper rail-
way facilities to the Kerala Stat_ 
a measure vital to the rapid indu.-
trialisation and economic progress of 
that State. 
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speak on the Demands of the Minis-
try of Railways. I would like to 
speak on all my cut motions toge-
ther: When I speak on the subject, 
specially the Railways, which is like 
any other Ministry, the Railway 
Ministry also has neglected certain 
areas in our country, I mean certain 
States of our country like 'Kerala, 
Jammu and Kashmir and some other 
States. I say this because some of 
my han. friends from Madras who 
spoke yesterday were complaining 
that they were having only 12 kilo-
metres of railway per one lakh of 
population. So also Our neighbour-
ing State of Mysore; they too are 
having only 10 kilometres of railways 
per one lakh of population. (Inter-
ruption) . In this connection I want 
to point out that it is always said 
that our State is a problem State. 
Our State is having only 4 kilometres 
of railways per lakh of population. I 
do not say that We are in a primitive 
stage as far as railways are concer-
ned. We are as we were before In-
dependence, the pre-Independence 
period, as far as railway facilities are 
concerned. 

The southern-most part of Madras, 
i.e., where OUr land ends and amo 
where two oceans meet, is a tourist 
place, a pilgrim place, and we have 
kept there the ashes of our great 
Mahatma for the nation's worship. 
Also we are always, from this side as 
well as from that side, talking of in-
tegration of the country, emotional, 
national and other things. Kashmir 
is not linked with Cape Com orin 
even after 20 years of independence; 
it is a very tragic thing. Cape Come-
rin is not linked even with Trivan-

::::' ~~~ n n ~ ~~ti  ~ ~ 
If our han. Railway Minister wants 
to do something he can very well 
bridge Cape Comorin with Emakulam 
by a broad-gauge line; it will go Wl 
the coastal area, especlally via Allep-
pey, which is suppj)led to be one ~ 

the ancient commercial centres of 

India. Alleppey was an industrial 
centre too. Some of the foreign com-
panies like Daragh Smail, Pears Les-
lie Aspinwall, Goodacre and Volkart 
Bros. were having some coir factories 
there. Throughout Kerala, from Tri-
vandrum to Ernakulam, nearly 5 lakhs 
of coir workers, especially women 
workers, were employed in this indus-
try. I have mentioned three or four 
factories owned by the foreigners. 
Most of them haVe closed down. I 
think, Peal'3 Leslie and Daragh Smail 
have dismantled their buildings and 
even the plots have been put under 
auction. The reason is that in our coun, 
try there is no scope for expansion of 
industries. Why? Because we do not 
have even the minimU'm Railway 
communication facilities. We are 
producing enougb commercial crops, 
like rubber, coffee, tea and other 
things. We were having some small 
industries and most of them have 
closed down because of lack of facili-
ties in railway communications. Some 
of my friends from Andhra or 
Orissa were saying that they were 
producing nearly Rs. 40 lakhs wOrth 
of iron are to export to foreign coun-
tries. Here I would like to say that 
Kerala is earning more than a hun-
dred crores of rupees of foreign ex-
change from their commercial crops. 
Even for the transhipment of these 
exports the people have to undergo 
considerable difficulties. Firstly, they 
have to depend upon country-craft 
fOr transhipment; from the country-
craft they have to change the com-
modities to the ordinary small road!! 
by bullock-carts; from the bullock-
carts they have to take the commodi-
ties to trucks and lorries on nrdinll1'3' 

road, and from there they have to 

tranship to the available meagre 

metre-gauge railway line; from the 

metre gauge they have to tranship to 

the broad gauge. It is only after pas-

sing through these four or five stages 
our people can take even t ~ export 

commodities to the Cochln Harbour. 
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-n n~ ~ i  (mro): ::t1TfITfif 
~t~  i ~ ~  ~ I 

Mr. Chairman: There is no quorum. 
Shri Anirudl:ian may resume his seat. 

The bell is being rung-

NOW there is quorum. Shri Aniru-
dhan may resume his speech now. ' 

Shri K. AnlrudbaD: I was pointing 
out Sir, that it was after going through 
four or five sta.:es that the commodi-
ties could be taken to Cochin Harbour 
:from where they could be exported 
to foreign countries to earn the much-
needed foreign exchange for the 
nation. 

As a result of this tyPe of tranship-
ment most of the commodities get 
damaged before they reach the Cochin 
port. Besides, there is also waste of 
time and money. 

So, I would request the hon. Mm:s-
ter to pay his urgent attention to the 
immediate construction of three or 
four new railway lines in that area. 
The first line, as has been suggested 
already by my han. friend a little 
while ago, is a broad gauge line fl'om 
Cape Comorin to Cochin via: Alleppey, 
which will be a coastal broad gauge 
line. I understand that when the 
Ernakulam-Quilon metre gauge line 
was designed, the culverts as well as 
the bridges were originally designed 
fOr broad gauge line or having in 
mind the possibility of duplication or 
doubling. So, it is easy to have a 
broad gauge line from Ernakulam via 
Alleppey to Cape Comorin. 

Secondly, Trivandrum should be 
linked with \l'irunelveli, the southern-
most commercial centre of Madras 
"State. A third line that I would suggest 
is a line from Pollachi-Kollamcode to 
Cochin. A fourth line is a line from 
Mysore, from .Shri K. Lakkappa'. land, 
to Cannanore, '!)iIl Manplore. If 
these four lines could be tuan up, it 
"Will help the economic development or 
this area. 

The people of our State is supposed 
to be the highly educated; at the same 
time, in terms of unemployment and 
able-bodied persons, We have got the 
maximum of them. In that State, in 
all these 20 years, Government have 
neglected even to set up a railway 
workshop. 

As far as I know, it was promised in 
this very House, and we had enough 
discussion on it that there would be a 
metre gauge coach factory at Quilon. 
QuiJon is a convenient place in bet-
ween Ernakulam and Trivandrum. We 
get a lot of quality timber and a lot 
of skilled workers, specially thoae 
who are diploma and certificate holders 
from technical schools and colleges. 
Nearly 5,000 certificate holders are 
wandering there for want of work. 
Even in the case of degree holders, 
from engineering colleges, nearly 400 
of them are loitering in the streets for 
jobs. Moreover, We get ample 
facHies for the location of SUCh a 
factory. I hope the Minister will give 
a positiVe and favourable answer to 
this demand, 

16.32 hrs. 

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair] 

My next sug·geslion is that a saw 
mill should be instaIled in a centrally 
located area. By this we can is n~  

with or at least minimise the import 
of sleepers from abroad, thereby l.av-
ing foreign exchange. We have, as I 
said, plentiful supply of quality timber 
in the State which we can utilise for 
the purpose. We can also provide em-
ployment to the ever-increasing num-
ber of unemployed workers in the 
State. 

The Divisional office of the Rallway 
in the State Is now located In a remote 
place, namely at Olavakot. This ofllce 
has to be shifted to a centrally locat-
ed place in orcler to facilitate the 
speedy functioning of that office. This 
Is more important in the context of 
development of the Hallway "..tem ill 



6939 D. G. (Railwal/s), JUNE Zl, 196'1 1116'1-68 '6640 

[Shri K. Anirudhan] 

the State and for the public conveni-
ence. 

Another important matter,-I want 
to point out-this also applies to 
Andhra and Orissa-is the absence of 
wagons for moving goods. Government 
have failed to put more wagons on the 
line on the plea of economic set-back. 
Events have now proved that this is a 
wrong policy. Because of scarcity of 
food in many areas in the country" we 
now need a big number of wagons to 
move these things. The problem has 
assumed a proportion which was be-
yond yOUr comprehension some months 
ago. The Railway Ministry is now 
faced with the problem of sending an 
adequate number of wagons to move 
enough quantities of rice and other 
foodgrains to Kerala. West Bengal and 
other areas. If We divert all the 
wagons for the movement of food-
grains in this manner, we find that 
wagons are denied to other commercial 
products fOr their transportation to 
di1l'erent places. For example, cer-
tain factories at Quilon and Kottayam 
and also certain factories in Trichur, 
plYWOOd and packing caSe factories, 
bave had to close down, because they 
do not get wagons for transhipment. 

The coil' industry is also now in 
peril, and the coil' already accumlated 
and collected by the merchants can-
not be transported by rail because of 
absence of wagons. 

In Chittoor area of Andhra Pradesh 
lakhs worth of mangoes we cOUld not 
ttllD8Port because there were not 
,enOUgh wagolll!l for tbBt. 

'That is the situation, that is the 
plaDn1ng, that is the irresponsible way 
J'OU have done thing.. 

'then, .J;fiat about i ~  travel, 
whfeh haS beeimie more ~ 

Jiow. I Clo not 'knoW n t t~ tll-eTe is 
anw mcmth til 'irIllch tJiere Iii iiot 'an 
accident. People are even afraid or 

travelling in trains yet yOU llee til. 
crowding in trains in the absence of 
sufficient number of coaches. That is 
the situation. So, my submission 1: 
that there is so mach inconvenience, 
malpractice, inefficiency in planning 
and administration. Again you are 
demanding more fair from the passen-
gers and more freight charges for the 
goods. I cannot agree with this. 
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