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[Shri P. Gopalan]

I have no hope that this Govern-
ment will depart from the policies you
.are following, nor can you do so. The
reason is very clear. Your economy
ig closely intertwined with the world
capitalist economy, which itself has
.entered the stage of moribund ecapi-
talism. The devaluation of the pound
sterling and the serious dollar crisis
have shattered the myth of stability
of capitalist economy. All the capi-
talist countries in the world expres-
-sed concern at the sinking of the dol-
lar except one. And that, is India.
Our Finance Minister said, he was
not at all perturbed by the dollar cri-
sis. Why should you be concerned
‘about it when your whole economy
is tied to the US economy and you
are surrendering one by one the great
posts of independence and economic
freedom to the imperialist countries
in this world?

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He
:should conclude now.

SHRI P. GOPALAN: Yes, Sir. In
Asia, there is a country which has
build up an independent and power-
ful economy without depending upon
any powers. That is China. You
may disagree with the political system
there. You may have some boun-
dary dispute with that country, but
the fact remaing that China has built
up within 19 years of independence
a powerful economy and has provided
a good future and prosperous life for
the 730 million people of that coun-
try. This is an example of the bene-
fits of following an independent eco-
nomy, but you have failed and you
have not been able to build an inde-
pendent economy.

15.52 Hrs.

STATEMENT RE: TELECOMMUNI-
CATION SERVICES BETWEEN
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SINGH): A meeting of the represen-
tatives of the Tele-communication
Administrations of India and Pakistan
was held at New Delhi from March
30 to April 2, 1868.

The Indian Team was led by Mr. L.
C. Jain, Chairman, P & T Board and
the Pakistan Team was led by Mr.
Mir Mohammad Hussain, Director-
General, Telegraph and Telephone.

The two Teams reviewed the work-
ing of the telecommunication services
in the light of the Agreement sigred
at Karachi on October 11, 1967. It
was observed that there was steady
improvement in the services between
the two countries after these were
fully restored on November 1, 1967.
The meeting discussed measures to
be taken for further improvement in
these services. In this regard
various measures were agreed upon.
Both the Administrations agreed to
instal improved equipment in their
respective countries on the three
major routes, namely, Lahore-Amrit-
sar-New Delhi, Calcutta-Dacca and
Karachi-Jodhpur-Bombay. It is hop-
ed to complete these improvements
by the middle of May, 1968.

The two Teams examined the Pat-
tern of traffic between the two coun-
tries and it was felt that, to ensure

free flow of traffic between
the two countries, accounting
procedures could be conveniently

simplified to the mutual beneflt of both
the countries. After discussions it was
agreed that for terminal traffic ex-
changed between the two countries,
there may be no sharing of revenues,
This arrangement wil] be effective for
all traffic between the two countries
from November 1, 1967.

It was also agreed that the telegraph
and telephone rates for traffic from
one country to the other may be
streamlined and these should be com-
parable in the two directions. The



67§ D. G. (Min. of CHAITRA

two Teams agreed thay depending up-
on the growth of traffic, further up-
grading of the circuits both in respect
of quality and capacity, would be kept
under review,

The discussions were held in a cor-
dial atmosphere and there was genuine
desire on both sides to encourage the
flow of telecommunication traffic be-
tween the two countries.

GENERAL BUDGET—DEMANDS
FOR GRANTS 1968-68-—contd.
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