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Coastruction of Bridge over River
Suberanarekha (Orissa)

2920, SHRI S. KUNDU : Will the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the proposal to construct
bridge over river Subernarekha at Jaleswar
in Orissa has materialised ;

(b) whether it will be constructed dur-
ing this year or in the coming year ; and

(c) if not, the reasons thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS, AND IN THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI
IQBAL SINGH) : (a) to (c). The bridge
would fall on a State road and its construc-
tion is therefore, the responsibility of the
Government of Orissa. However, they
bave been asking for a grant-in-aid for this
work estimated to cost Rs 74.(0 lakhs.
This - request and similar other demands
received from other States have to be consi-
dered in the light of the funds which may
be actually available in the Fourth Plan for
aiding such new projects. This aspect of
availability of funds is being examined.

12 hrs.
ELECTION OF THE SPREAKER
THE MINISTER OF  PARLIA-
MENTRY AFFAIRS, AND SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI RAGHU
RAMAIAH) : 1 beg to move.
«That Shri G. S. Dhillon, a member
of this House, be chosen as the
Speaker of this House.”

ot fangfr fasy (W) & ww
TR W gifa® §ATA FIATE |
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The ques-
tion is :
_«That Shri G.S. Dhillon, a mem-
ber of this House, be chosen as the
Speaker of this House.”
Those who are in favour of the motion
may kindly say ‘Aye’.

HON MEMBERS :

‘Aye’.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Those who
are against the motion may please say ‘No°,

There is none.
The motion is carried unanimously.
The motion was adopted unanimously,

Shri G. S. Dhillon was conducted to the
Chair by the Prim: Minister (Shrimat! Indira
Gundhi) and Shri Ranga.

[MR. SPEAKER (SHRI G. S. DHILLON)
in the Chair.]

THE PRIME MINISTER AND LEADER
OF THE HOUSE (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI) : Mr. Speaker, Sir.

May I welcome you to your august office,
not only on my own behalf and on behalf
of the Government and the Party, but also,
if I may, on behalf of all sections of this

House.

Sir, it is a happy augury that your
election to this high office should have been
unanimous, and thus met with the approval
of all sections of this House. I say so
because the Speaker, at least from the
moment of his election, belongs to the
entire House and sits above all Parties and:
above all differences.

To this distinguished Chair you bring long
years of valuable experience as Presiding
Officer. But you also bring to it the rich past
of a varied public lifc as a political worker,
as a social worker, as a journalist and, last
but not least, as a keen sportsman. [ hope
that under your stewardship the House will
imbibe the spirit which is normally expected
in the sphere of sports that is, regard for
the rules of the game, the c¢>nduct of every:
debate and every contest in a friendly and
sportsmanlike spirit and, at all times and.
under all circumstances, unquestioned accep-
tance of any ruling or decision that you
might be pleased to give from the Chair as

the umpire.

Sir, the House of Parliament are indeed
meant for frec and even for fierce debate on
every important issue facing the country.
And occasionally, a touch of heat and
passion will inevitably be injected into such
debate. But I am sure my colieagues on all

sides of the House will agree umtlnnp
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need for us to join hands and make a
determined and collective effort (o preserve
and foster the decorum and dignity of this
House. The primary burden of this will
devolve on you, Sir ; tut Jet us all on this
occasion pledge to be solidly behind you
in this task.

1 have no doubt that the rights of all
sides of the House and every hon, Member
will be secure in your hands.

I extend our hearty felicitations to you
and also our assurance that you shall at all
times have our fullest co-operation in the
discharge of the difficult duties upon which
you are about to embark.

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam) :  Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I wish to congratulate you on
my behalf and on behalf of our party and
a large number of our own friends on this
very happy occasion when you have come
10 be elevated to this very high position by
all of us unanimously.

It is a rare moment for this House itself,
This House Coes not get such rare : moments.

such pleasant moments very often. We
have got it now. I exult in it.

We are a boisterous House. We are
not a very docile House either. In the

recent past, we have become also quite a
powerful House. Therefore, it is not casy
to manage us, and it takcs a big man, and
indeed a good man to guidc'Us and manage
us. I am sure that you are a very good
man and I hope that we shall find in youa
big enough man also for this House.

Once the late Prime Minister said that
he was pot toking any risks when one of
Qur previous Speakers was elected. Now,
I-would like to assure the House that we
do no take any risk at all with you. 1 have
koown you for many years as a social
worker. We worked together on the
Bharat Sewak Samaj platform. . (Interrup-
tions) when it was a very good Samaj. And
1found you to be a very good collcague.

As you know, the previous Speaker was
a;more fierce politician and yet when he
became the Speaker, he was good enough
t0 declare that from that moment onwards
he was dissociating himself from all partisan
politic§, and, theréforé, he resigned his
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membership of the Congress. Membership
of the Congress is not a shall thing. It is

one of the (reasures that I had myself
treasured at one time, and I found it very
difficult indeed to abandon it or to surrender
it.  Therefore, it would be a very difficult
thing for you also to surrender it today. Yet,
we sincerely hope that with the co-operation
of your own erstwhile or even till now your
present fellow-members of the Congress,
you would be willing to surrender that
membership in preference to the Speaker-
ship of this House. The Speakership of
this House is much bigger, and a much
nobler position than the membership of any
of our political parties here. You now be-
come a Member of this House without any
party affiliation, and we would like to look
upon you as one without any party affilia-
tions, without any partisan feelings, without
any party affections and without any party
antagonisms. I wish you all the best and
good luck.

o} mEw fagrdt areda (FFTAgR):
Osger @y, § Aot MI Y ok goN
T F M F A9F g5-g0a fAafaw ov

WO A ¥ FE AT AR e
AfAeET 3T §

tq 987 & faw fraifa g7 .9
& wsr fa gw A0l aw agw A
oY | §f1F ¥ @awfAw AT & wowr
geaq €419 @l | fawr qwr ¥ weae
& {14 g§ auf aF wOA IE  FAar
¥, M gear & gig WA, wey faey w1
fralg frar & 1 ag srw g7 AR § 9«
qarg faqA 89T & weged #7 qY5 9%
dzx aad ffisar ¥ faga feg w)x
ggA R FfeaE § wEr ¥ N g7
gl fear | @O H gTA F AI¥ g
ugd fAwz g9 ¥ Wy w1 @YW
faar &1 s ggan,  frsaqd
aid, FIIT AT F A DY wZA w7
FOFT WIT IR 1Y AHT-TA§ @0
F gwareT a9 ¥ ag eww dar feqr @
f& g g9 aqEwnfa ¥ @ WET 9T
faTramr gg &
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sy TR, Sar wrard < el &
o7 W AT 1 AR adwr gy kAT
e §ar ot @7 & foEd g7 g )
TIAT § | FATTEF ITAAT, HFY
wafgsaan, wAia ArQe s ey
wIET /R AAw # gAvafa, 0w gad
& gfy ataeg w1 faszar & 9wa, o
T gaT & T WY T FT G AT AT
@I &1 59 93T B T daw fqarq g
FT AR IFT FIAT§ afeF AR A
qa1g FUT FaqT &1 a1 fage d@ag §
IgF AN A FrAVW 77 qAZ3 Tgrfag
FWIE I H AT FEIGE T 74
g AN g & g7 www A wAar
wargieY &1 agh sfafafaa ag &3
TgsT wg g WM Ag g fF o afea §,
fifey &, @ifws § wfeg §, sS4 Foz-
#9q1, ITHT swar agh argr Agf qrgA,
agi gafa ad gt @ ;g A
tg 2w w1 sfafarg aFar gar
afeq watfsst &1 qraw Qv =ifge
AATW @A FTOIFFGT AL A
wifgq |

Sqeqe AZIZT, §H WIT & "IN H@
¥ fr faax o qigafas agea & faog
9T quam 39t &1 quid @wa ¥
w1 &g &Y 97 @ &, T WFAT 4T ALY
it fge | Mwa & F1a7 w1 wfgw
oF gAA wfeFt g M IaF  fog
qIATE G geA K 5% agré or
aedY §, ang agar & a5 31 AfeA
wgt et &1 qur AYer fAw agt few
s W &7 w1, fAaw o fasar
w1, qaigr &1 qrAw A QA «@ifgy
W faT 0w T A GI9F G R
N many fFa 2 o faad ag
T & wfr g faederdl €1 ogay ¥
a¥, IEF[ AT FT AT AT A0 9
sfqqer 1 o watr F wrETw F@ w7
W ggargT fammEr @i

qsae AT, WIIHT FEAER(T § O
fratag gar § 9@ oF A% wsag w1
sirgw g g Wi & Sigarg fs oo,
il ZF1 & qIEdl 1 GATFT q&T 6
sEarg fre axg ¥ wife § a9 awd,
g z@d e faare ®F 1 el
IS H gk grar & AET AR
AT F qqF qIAAE ) g7 qEA
# oY §g grar § Iawr gfasafr it dw
# mr qrdy & 1 gafqg 99t & fag qu
HAqT 3 g W WA FT HALG FT-
qg 77 FIA AI9F FHE) I ATAT Y |
WA 1A o WiMlA TN agt weaw
¥ fawra wga faaw gasr g @A
faear 7t w3 @ @fFa wadt aga gfg
& fra gag sar w31 wifey, #ar wgan
qifgy, fre g ¥ a4 & qrg FFT
9 AT GHA § TR IGNA g7 WwGT
wrazw % framrg wtc gq qrar.
W § 5 fagy gg fodY ¥ aga § «t
FIATIW  TIAT TF€q A @r omqw
fratas & oix ga =i & wgaw ¥ =g
taeqar fER y gt | qg 977 WT F
s fag £ adar oiT w19 €97 A
¥ 437  wyeq fag T aad

SHRI ANBAZHAGAN (Tiruchengode) :
Mr. Spcaker, Sir, 1 am glad that this rare
opportunily is given to us to congratulate
you and to felicitate you on this occasion
of your unanimous clection to the Spcakes-
ship of this House. As onc who has parti-
cipated in the freedom fight and also in the
movements of the common people. I hope
you will cherish and uphold the interosts
of the whole pation by holding your office
in such a way as to facilitate this House to
serve (the common man'’s cause.

You are ralsed to the highest pzdestal
of the democrate institution. I hope this
Parliament will certainly become, at least
in the future, a model for all the State
legislatures to follow and that the democratic
spirit that is very often eveaced in this
House will certainly create the necessary con
Bdenoo and bope in the people. As a person.
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who Is highly esteemed by all sections of
this House, 1 hope the dignity, decorum
and also discipline will certainly be main-
tained by the co-operation of all parties
in this august body.

Further, I am sure that though the
Opposition is certainly weaker than the
ruling party here, as one who has no com-
munal bias, as one who belongs to a mino-
rity community, as one who knows the
difficulties of the minoritics in general,
especially the weaker sections in this House,
the Opposition parties which are even not
upited, which are certainly divided among
themselves on so many issucs, I hope the
necessary protection will be given by you
to the Opposition in general and the diffe-
rent groups.

Furthermore, I would like to make a
request to you on this occasion. As one
who has been the editor of an Urdu daily
or magazine and also of some language
papers. as your predecessor had alrcady
decided to implement the principle that
almost all the npational languages may be
permitted to be used in this House with the
necessary fecilities given thereof. I hope under
your auspices. we who come from faraway
places in this great coun'ry would be allowed
to use. not merely allowed but will be
credited for using our respective regional
languages in this Hou:e with necessary
translation arrangements provided.

1 would like to add one more thing,
People who are elevated to the highest office
are not esteemed simply because of their
office, but for their conduct and for their
principles. One of the maximum of Thiru-
valluvar, a great Tamil saint, is that *the
crown that a man wears is the uprig hness
of his unbiassed soul.” This uprightness
as Speaker, 1 hope you have in abundance,
I hope you will maintaln it during your
period. 1 hope this House itself will find
that through you its dignity is raised and
people come to have much esteem for our
deliberations.

With these few words, I join the other
leaders, the Leader of the House and the
other Opposition lerders in felicitating you
on bebalf of the DMK Group. in this House.
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SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE - - (Calcutta
North East) : Mr. Speaker, it is customary
for us to falicitate whoever among our
number is selecied to your august chair and
it is with much pleasure that 1 associate
myself with the sentiments that have been
expressed in regaid to your election by the
Leader of the House and the ‘spokesmen of
the Opposition Parties who have preceded
me.

I fear that I shall be somewhat disho-
nest with myself if I do not at the same
time express a certain unhappiness that a
convention which | thought was growing in
this House in 1egard (o the clevation, other
things being equal, of the Deputy Speaker
to the Speaker's Chair has not been found,
for reasons that I cannot quite fathom, to be
practicable on this occasion. [ do not say
this at all to detract from the genuine
pleasure that 1 have at your election.

You and 1 have been friends for at
least ten years for we met in Australia as
members of the Indian Parliamentary
Delegation in that country. Since that time
1 have come to know you as a friend and
to 1espect those qualities to which already
reference has been made by my colleagues
here.

You would forgive me for saying that
perhaps I have been spoilt to a certain
exient by having my first probation in
Parliament when Shri Mavalankar was the
Speaker, an outstanding man the shine
of whose personality will not easily be
forgotten, and 1 do happen to have certain
expeciations of your office which,] am
sorry to have to say have not always been
satisfied. 1 do not blame any body for it,
because I do not think that in our country
today there is a more difficult and psycholo-
gically more exacting office than the office
of the Speaker. 1 am very happy that my
friend Shri A, B. Vajpayee referred to the
character of the House, as a forum where
is reflected the multitudinous discontent
which is the primary feature of life in our
country today. That ofien gives rise to
situation in the House which can hardly
be controlled by the processes of parlia-
mentary decorum which have been laid
down in conditions of normality.

So, when I say that my expectations have
not been satisfied 1 do oot intend ot - al
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to cast any reflection on anybody. But I
only wish to stress that if the parliamentary
system is going to be worked at all, if we
are not going to have an alternative arrange-
ment—and 1 can think of aliernative ar-
rangements—if we are going to have parlia-
mentarysystem, it is necessary (o function in
a manner where the Speaker’s authority has
got to be exercised in association with the
Members of the House, in a manner which
would be in conformity with the dignity
of our country.

You have had a varied life and I do
hope that you will leave behind you alto-
gether that particular innings when you were
a Minister of the Punjab Government, 1
say 80 because when you are Speaker, you
have been elected to one of the most impor-
tant offices in the country and I would
expect you, If I may say so, to be worthy
of that office in the sense that vou should
maintain the dignity of that office and you
should not look avidly at fresh pastures
and that sort of thing. 1 would like you
never to think of the office of the Speaker
as a sort of jumping off board so that one
can go off from the speakership to some
thing also. The office of the Speaker is
one of the highest offices and that office is
absolutely seminal to the functioning of
parliamentary democracy in this country.
The office of the Speaker is one to which
we of all parties are pledging our co-opera-
tion provided that we get in return under-
standing and objectivity on the part of the
Chair.

1 know that as far as you are concerned,
you would be a principled occupant of that
Chair. 1 krow that thisis a surging,
pulsating House which it would be difficult
sometimes to control but you end I, and 1
hope, the rest of us share a certain scnse
of humour and while certain incidents might
continue to take place, we would overcome
the significance of those incidents in the
light of the higher perspective which
today of ell days comes foremost to our
mind.

I am sorry if I have digr2ssed somewhat,
but you know very well how genuine my
pleasure is at your election, and on my be-
half as well as on behalf of the party that I
represent in this House. I compliment you
on your eclcvation to your august offics.

o Ve (38 ) : dsaw weYe,
¥ oot I Faqr A qRf sy A A
oo gifes qerf W g A #
WIS AR §T & a7 § 0F aga g
qu &7 &, Tafag e w9 qrsr gdqeafy
§ WEaT 9T I YA A § |

HEqY AETT, TG WA TFA Q%
ggdtg w4 & & w9 qre S @
a1 w3 agh 2-3 f&7 o9d q9 FgA &
AT WI9F HFETE W A9 TqATT 6
d@d gu & z@ NI K w4 FT TIAE
f& wfasr & gig AT §aT AR gaA &
azegt ¥ gfaFd & A% €7 ¥ wE &
a5 &1 & ¥aw fafs wr e efez &
ag I1q A FZAT g, wWF g gy §
fe gu®! wga & wafar & Qe <@Ar
wifgg, gaik fama & geT wgar wifgh
afra gad arg-ara & qred sgar srgan
g WY FIAT W0gar §, #9E® a9 0
AAEA & WF §, LT & Gxen) &
ufgFi & s §, gt gz AN faq-
fadr Al IRw & ww §, IfeT o
a% g3’ ¥ g It QL 97, 8-
gfag wiT Sifug v §, sanr faeh
& arq grIg £ feafsdr &1 af g,
QA § W graty Ad W@h @ fee
EATT SSaFT fa% &g 9T 1@ 9ma
wafag et efee & & oot war wgar §
fr graa & WY gfAamd aga ga waEd,
g a9 § fe gy mff wr @wdr § o
ga o fQdY ew &, e ag Wit g,
wisg § fr geT & w13 w1 SO w4,
% AT, qafad oFar & aww ga-
g& %7 29T £F §IT Y T4, @ 59,
gy M AEY G aTHIT A S
MANFAT F | G R A qgar
aifgd, el qeegfr & & seile wwar g
fe o1 I FT Q1T FATA W IqEY
N qUIad § ITH amy W
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SHRI P. RAMAMURTI (Madurai) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the very fact that you have
been elected unanimously to this office
speaks for itsclf, and 1 do not want to add
much more to that fact. It is a glaring fact
in itself..

People have talked very much about
your goodncss, but I must say that you are
really a very brave man, because it requires
bravery for anyonc to agrez (o be
the Speaker over this turbulent House.
Shri Vajpayee was talkiug about the nced
for keeping up the dignity of the House and
s many other things. I1do not want to
indulge in those things, and I do not want
to use this occasion to preach a homily as
to how this House should bchave, as to how
the various Members should behave and as
to how the Speaker should behave,  Afier
all, we arc working in certain conditions,
add Parliament's funciioning is also condi-
tioned by the conditions outside. We are
not living in a vacuum. The socia! events,
political events outside, and the social and
political life, the stresses and strains of
political, economic and social li'e have their
reflection in this House. Therclore, it is
not for me to talk about those things, nor
am I interested in talking abow the past
traditions created by the past Spcakers, I
believe that each man can sct ncw traditions;
it.is up 10 every new Speaker and  to every
new person to sct new standards and set
up new traditions on the basis of what he
considers 10 be in the best interests of the
entire country and the entire Parliamen:.

1 do hope that you, who have exhibited
courage in agreeing to be the Speaker of
this turbulent House, will also in times to
come set up new traditions and new stand-
ards for this House.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kendrapara) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, one has
tp muster sufficient courage and boldness to
crss the midstream of @ river,  You have
been clected  when  half the tern of the
House is over.- Although now to the House
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as a Meniser you have been watching ant
observing the proceedings of the House. T
know for a fact Low as Chairman of the
Public Undertakings Committee you have
been managing the deliberations of the
Committee.

Sir, you came here with very rich ex-'
pericncc as Presiding Officer in the Punjab
Legislative Assembly. You presided there
for 24 terms ; probably the other half was
to be completed here in the Lok Sabha, I
have no doubt that with your goodness, with
your gentle behaviour and with your general
approach to the problems of the country’
you will prove to be a good Speaker and
will carry the entire House with you. 1
have no doubt that you will establish fresh
traditions and maintain the dignity of the
House. .

1 can assure you that so far as we are
concerned we will extend our full coopera-
tion in maialairing the digaity and decorum-
of the House. 1 have no doubt, as you have:
been unanimously clecied to this office you:
will also have the cooperation of the entire
House with you.

Yo Mg q& (FIAYI) : AsqeT
Y, g3y 957 TW qIT K[ qEY QAT
3T ZT T AN WOF HT GF 7T §
X ST 9T AR quE [ gAY
FEtg Aweadt ¥ wixfens feal + 2an,
g 9T g3y 9gy 9T wigw sgrgE gt
q31 & weaer ¥ | dfeq #Y AIA AgE
¥ 33T § g usy TRt F AWy
¥ A1 ITH OF A9 F a1z gt o fage
A1 92 F1 79 &4 93 faalqd gar
ar | 5t fagw wig ¥ fagg g% wwd
3IF g7 F 73T FT AT D07 Tg1g Ao
Tl @Y gr g W gE 19§ 990
wg ar fx o faga wif ozw ¥ w0y
ar off Tmrrd g7 qEy 1 s faga wik
a7 &1 & A1z wfas fay ol ¥ 9
T FHY qow s R fagawgd
fear ag ¥ad A W & wAwAA SH
A 717 anex fas1 & gIaeT o0 gfa-
q9 I AW | S
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Ik @17 B ol N oFF gegal
&) 3@r | 39F @1 faasr gy wfas
oI AT FAX TIT T AT qrAAFI F |
AraEsT N A faw gw g@ AT A
wTaaTEY &1 fFar M7 fAgai & gq 9w
W@ g M gwrdy uezwar fze a6
fow 91T 99 9w 3@ q&T § F@Erar
ag Wt ux zfagra #r faug <@ar ) sEF
1T =Y gATAwgAY WA gy | g
= HoltT [ A

% AT G AF GAT F AT A
W 93T A WEAIT GTGA FIA FI
ahar wieq g1 gFT & 1 45 99 ¥ § agf
g, & afl waa f& wlaa & .1
93T 45 34 aF @ R, AFT AO9F
FIC uF Q¥ Fag A fymwmad mif
g ¥ aga waxd @wa agt sgr A
gEar | g} 5 gz fagrd awday sy
¥ Fgr e ot aftfeafy § ag a9ga s
taY ofifeafa @ f& o ofifeafs G
atg WY arwAlg agt Fg1 A7 aFar g1 §
gfaar & qwm a1 § qar g1 & gfaar
& FE-qE) NFAT &1 GEAIH 7 @T
2 afsa fag a1 &1 1 geaT wiAw
AF 9T F 1T & ST SHIT T @ gear
a &% &g 2@r AT 7 FE¥ gar | weE!
qET ST FIG WGT AT {1 AT GR&W
19! @9 Al A FA 2, W1 |F gAT
¥ wfus® woET foA g7 FAY 8, A7
# nig¥ Fgar Sigar g |

wI9d 9T oF Q@ F€ A fHed-
A e aE & A gm AT A ) wwae
@y & fad agea &Y a @, v an
smTH g o a5 gfaw & efaga &
& ) gaar ag7 snger agy gur fagar
gar &1 Y wfawy § @ § gaas
Y SEAAT IR SAET X EFAI F
s fadT g1 @ & wg @@ &1 faenw
AT §, 55 ag ¥ ardafaw daq €1 g%
o §, wiad form swe qad & s
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fear, gasr gra @t & ogar g1 § W<
g% gw a1 fazarw @, 97 o A
AT F A AT E, AT AT [IN FAAF FT
TE THIT QAT FI g7 gAR 39 A
2 7Y @1k 2w v gag fadar

§amar wia § fev gaa & awg
A g

MR, SPEAKER : I find that a number
of hon, Members want to speak. While I
am grateful to all those who have spoken
about me, I would welcome it if hon.
Members could shorien their speeches.

DR. KARNI SINGH (Bikaner) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, as one of the oldest Indepen-
dent Members of this House, having sat in
it since 1952, from the first day of the first
Lok Sabha, it is my proud privilege to con-
gratulate you on your clection to the high
office. You, Sir, have made yourself loved
by every scction of this House by your mild
and kind manner, and your fair attitude,
I would like to tell you that we, Indepen:
dents, will extend to you our maximum
courtesy and co-operation, and we sincerely
hope that under your ablc guidance the
Independents will be given a fairer share of
time and courtesy than we have been recely-
ing during the last two years.

Something has just been said about the
decorum in this House being lost. Some of
us who have sat here since 1952 under Shyi
Mavalankar Shri Ananthasayanam Ayyangar,
Sardar Hukam Singh, Shri Sanjiva Reddy and
now under yoursclf, very strongly feel that the
prestige of this House must be maintained by
all of us. It is not the responsibility of the
Congress or of the Opposition, it is our ¢ollec-
tive responsibility to sce that in the eyes of
this country, in the eyes of the world, the
namc of the Indian Parliament shines like a
jewel. But to preserve the decorum in this
Housc is a two-way traffic. The right of
every Member of Parliament to speak is a
fundamental right and that right must be
conceded by cvery single Mcmber to every
other member. We, the Independents, are
very proud of our record. Wec may call
oursclves the unsung heroes. We have been
tbe quictest Mcmbers “in this House and yet
we have tried to make our contribution
whenever we have gog the chance. But,.aboye
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all, we have extended the maximum co-ope-
ration 10 every Member of this House and
showed them the greatest courtesy. In re-
turn, we would expect the same courtesy
the same kindness so that we can also per-
form our duty and make a contribution,

Democracy is the rule by discussion,
debate and decision and I hope that under
your able guidance we will march towards
this ideal.
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and g, ag guFEag & wadl Wi
o w9d ggRM WAl wifasw &
aeEdl #Y MY ¥ wEgT F@r g1
SHRI TENNETI VISWANATHAM
(Visakhapatnam) : Sir, I rist to congratu-
late you on this happy occasion. You said
we should not praise you. I am not going
to praise you. But I may tell you today
I am seeing the Chair being filled fully by
a gentleman with cquanimity of temper and
language. As Mr. Ramamurii said, I not
going to give any homily because as we

grow old we are tempted to give homilies.
But I say, this House bas developed over a

SRAVANA 17, 1891 (S4KA)
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period, since, this new Parliament has come
into being in 1967, a certain latitude in
rules of procedure, a certain latitude in the
pitch of the voice and a certain latitude in
the exchange of language. I believe, this
latitude is a symbol of the growth of demo-
cratic ideas in the country and a sort of new
progressivism. I hope, you will be able to
find a good mean for all these things and
carry the House with you always. You
have had long experience in other walks of
life and also as Speaker. It is very good.
And I believe that your experience as Spea-
ker of Lok Sabha wi'l add to your reputa-
tion. 1 wish you all success.

Also on behalf of the Group which I
represent I extend my congratulations.

SHRI J. B. KRIPALANI (Guna) : I
fully associate myself with the appreciation
with which all the leaders of the parties here
have spoken about you. Itis, I believe,
the highest position in the country because
you are not only the guardian of our rights
and privileges but through us you are also
the saviour of the rights and privileges of
the people. The executive may or may not
always keep these rights in view, but it will
be your task always to think in terms not
only of this House but also of this country,
Sir, you have a very delicate task. This is
also a very heavy task. I can only invoke
God’s blessings on you so that you may
fulfil your duties most faithfully,

SHRIMATI NIRLEP KAUR (Sangrur) :
I congratulate this House on the manner
in which they have elected you to the Chair.
We had not witnessed this co-operation
during the last two years ; this is something
very rare that wo have seen today. I congra-
tulate the House that we are unanimous on
your election. You have the experience of
having presided over the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha. It was nota very easy Housc in
Punjab and some members had been
showing tempers and different parties
with different ideologies were represented ;
it was a vigorous House in Punjab
which you always used to control and
safeguard the rules and conduct of de-
mocracy and of the Parliamentary system,
This has been a very good beginning of your
tenure as Speaker and I hope God will keep
it like this that we will be able to show
the country an plary way of d
ing business. I am sure whatever we do
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here will be reflected on the Assemblies and,
therefore, it goes down. 1am also aware
of the fact that whereas we have a right for
free and frank discussion, in the past two
years since 1 have been here, 1 have witness-
ed that people with soft voices cannot con-
tribute anything. We also have a right to
speak and express our views on the matters
of the country. Your tenure has started
very well and 1 hope everybody will be given
a chance to speak and be heard. I again
congratulate you.

SHR1 MUHAMMAD SHERIFF (Rama-
pathapuram) : Mr. Spcaker, 1 am glad to
say that this House has established its dig-
nity by eclecting you unanimously though
you belong to a minority community of our
country, You have proved yourself to be
very impartial towards all sections of this
House on previous occasions when you pre-
sided over the House in the capacity of
Chairman. I hope, Sir, you will discharge
your duties without any bias and will main-
tain decency and decorum of this House.
1 assure you, Sir, that both mysclf and the
Members of my Group, Muslim League, will
extend our co-opcration and support in full
measure as we did on previous occasions.
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MR. SPCAKER : I am decply grateful
to the hon. Members for the confidence they
have reposed in me by choosing me o this
high oflice and for the kind scntiments ex-
pressed by the Leader of the House, Leaders
of the Opposition  Groups and other distin-
guished collcagues from all scctions of the
House. As 1 take the Chair to-day, lam
deeply conscious of the great honour besto-
wed on me. 1 am once again reminded of
the responsibilities which a Presiding Officer
has to shoulder and the trying situations be
has to face. A sense of ncrvousness and
diffidence on my part is natural on this
occasion as 1 am succeeding a great Speaker,
Dr. N. Sanjiva Reddy, who garned from the
House a unanimous tribute for the dignity
and success with which he had presided over
the deliberations for more than two years.
1 am, however, emboldened by the promises
of co-operation which 1 have reccived from
all sides of the House.

The Constitution has given us a parlia-
mentary form of Government, the essence of
which is that all matters are decided here by
discussion and adjustment of view points.
In a parliamentary democracy the role of
the Opposition is as important and oncrous
as of those who run the Government. We
in this House have the fullest liberty to
express our views but we should also reme-
ber that this liberty is the same for all.






