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CORRECTION OF ANSWER TO 
U. S. Q. NO. 3084 RE. VISITS 
ABROAD BY MINISTERS AND 

PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN MINIS. 
TRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI K. S. 
RAMASWAMY) : I regret to say that in 
the reply given to Unstarred Question No. 
3084 in the Lok Slbha on 14th March 1969 
the information furnished in regared 'to th~ 
foreign ~xch~nge spent on the Minisrers 
foteign lours needs revision due to fresh In-
formation having been received form some of 
the Ministries. The total amount of foreign 

exchange should r~ad as Rs. 2,12,918.9SP. 
instead of Rs. 2,06,471.07P. 

CORRECfION OF A"'SWER TO 
. U. S. Q. No. 6128 RE. ALL INDIA 

AND CENTRAL SERVICES 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI 
K. S. RAMASWAMY) : In the statement 
referred to in the reply given to Unstarred 
Question No. 6128 on the 11th April 1969, 
information was given regarding Military 
Engineering Service which has since been 
corrected. Accordingly, a revised statement 
showing the information in respect of the 
Military Engineering Service is laid on the 
House. [Placed in Library. See No. 
Table of LT-1374/69j. 

11· brs. 

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Havoc caused dy floods in Brabmaputra 
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (DR. K.L. RAO): Shall 
I read it or lay it on the Table? 

MR. DEPUTY·SPEAKER : Is it a IonS 
one? 

DR. K.L. RAO : Three pages. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(Balrampur) : How can he lay It 00 the Ta-
ble when it has not been circulated? 

SHRI J{ANWAR LAL GUPTA (Deihl 
Sadar) : Sir, YOU Utay dire~1 tbe Minister to 
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drcuIate such statements in advance so that 
!bey can be laid on. the Table. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: When tbe 
sflltements are long 11 is alway better to cir-
culate them. 

DR. K.L. RAO: I will circulate them. 
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: In the pre-

~I case, let him read It. 
Siatetnerrt b'y the Union Minister of 
Irrigation & Power- in the Lok Sabha 
On July 25, 1969. In Reply to a 
CaUing Attention Notice by Shri 
8mi Shanker Sharma and others 
regarding the Havoc caused by 

floodS in the River Brahmaputra 
all along its course through A.ssam 
disrupting Rail and Road communi-
calinris between Jorhat and Gauhati. 

DR. K. L. RAO: Since start of the 
monsoon this year, severe flood have occurr-
ed Iii the State of Assam. Upto now there 
were three waves of floods; the first wave 
was from 22-6-1969 to 27-6·1969 and this 
affected areas in Dhemaji of the Lakhtmpur 
District, in Nalbui of the Kamrup District, 
and Goal para District. Road and rail com-
munlnation in 'K~mrup area were cut off due 
to breaches in embankments of the Pagladia. 
The second were of flood was from 7-7-69 to 
11-7.1969. This inundated areas of the 
Upper Assam, especially in the Dhemaji on 
the north bank and in the Dibrugarh Sub· 
Divlsi"n on the south bank. The flooding 
was severe in the Sibsagar area. The Brahma-
plltra Valley experienced the third and the 
J1IOSl severe flood wave from 16-7-1969. The 
rail cointnlinlcations between Jorhat and 
Gluhllli were however not disrupted during 
tbcse floods. 

According to the latest information, the 
fioods are now rocediog all aloog although 
at some places the water levels are still 
above the warning stages. 

THe special features of floods of 1969 
are :-

(i) The Pagladiya river experienced the 
heaviest flood exceeding the pre· 
vious levels and recorded RL 180 
at N. T. rOad crossing at 4 P. M; 
on 24 6·1969 against the previous 
maximum of 179.19 in 1967. 

(ii) River Buddehing was very high in 
t:'e upper reaches and recorded 
R. L. 337.85 00 10-7-69 at Kho-

wang, River Desang' exceeded thti 
previous records, overtoppioB dykes 
almost on both the banks. 

(iii) Brahmaputra has exceeded' the pre-
viouS records at Dibrugarh, record'~ 
ing R. L. 346.20 on 11-7-69 at tfl 
P. M. the previous maxinium re-
corded being 345.40 III 1962 aiiI!' 
1968. 

(iv) Severe erosion occurred in Dhubd 
necessltatiilg shifting of godownJ 
etc. 

Breaches and Damages 
Upto now, 23 hrlllches and' one elil have 

occurred in embankments along the Brahma-
putra and its tributaries. The breakup of 
these river-wise is as follows: 

Brahmaputra 
Jaidhal 
Suhao5iri 
Maridhal 
Buridehing 
Desang 
Jhanji 
Malow 
Tuni 
Pagladiya 

5 Nos. and ooe cut 
3 Nos. 
1 No. 
1 No. 
3 Nos. 
5 Nos. 
I No. 
1 No. 
I No. 
2 Nos. 

Total 23 Nos. 

The informatioo regarding the damaile 
is available only upto the period eodiDli 
30·6-69 as given below: 

(i) Area affected 
(ii) Population affected 

(iii) Cropped area 
damaged 

(iv) Value of crops 
da:naged 

(v) No. of houses 
damaged 

(vi) Value of houses 
damaged 

6.5 lakh acres 
2.5 lakh 
3.7 lakh acres 

Rs. 42.4 lakhs 

2832 

Rs. 3.6 la'khS 

(vii) No. of cattle lost 14 
(viii) No. of human lives lost I 

(ix) Damage to public Not estimated 
utilities 

Total Damage: Rs. 46 lakhs 
(excluding loss due to erosion at 

Dhubri) 

The Siate Government is yet to make a 
final assessment of losses due to to fJoodi 
this year. 
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[Dr. K. L. Rao] 
Relief measures 

Tho State Government has taken steps 
for flood relief works. Gratuitous relief to 
tbe affected families has also been given. 
Army help was sought for organisining emer-
PIlt rescue and relief operations 

The State Government bas not yet 
appoacbed the Central Government for 
financial assistanco for relief and rehabilita-
don. 
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DR. K. L. RAO: I may submit at 
the outset that in the case of Brahmputra 
which is the biggest river of India and one 
of the biggest rivers in the world, It is not 
possible to avoid any flood altogether. 
Actually', this year, the flood damage has 
not been very heavy so far. As I submitted 
the damage has been about Rs SO lakhs 
whereas. generally, the damage is about seven 
crores of rupees. what I submit is that in 
the case of the river like Brahmputra it is 
not possible to avoid floods as long as there 
are very heavy rains in that area. 

In regard to the question of flood 
Control, there are a number of methods to 
control and the construction of dam. is one 
of them. But in the Brahmputra valley. 
the area is such that it is not possible to 
construct dams. We are trying do, not in 
the main river ........ . 
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SHRI HEM.BARUA (Mangaldai) : Last 
year, you spoke of retention dams. You hbve 
not constructed them. You are neglecting 
Assam like anythiug. 

DR. K. L. RAO: It Is a question 
of constructing retention dams on the tribu-
taries and that Is one of the things which 
have got to be yet investigated. 

The other question '''s about the 
Brahmputra River Commission. We have 
been trying our best to establish a River 
Commission because the control of Brahm-
putra river Is difficult and one single State 
like Assllm cannot deal with It. That is 
very definit~. It Is a veay big river and 
the resources of one State, either technical 
or financial will not be sufficient. Actually 
this was the opinioD of the Minister's of 
Food, Irrigation and Power in tbe 
Conferenceheld at Nainital. They a1\ 
rer.ommended that when Assam cannot 
cope up with a big river like this. the 
money must corne from the Centre. This is 
under discussion with the State and the 
Centre. I will not be able to say anything 
DOW about the financial arrangement. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA (Gau-
hati) : The power of Brahmputra river to 
create havoc is konwn to everybody. It 
nced not be stressed here further. The hon. 
Minister has said that in the recent floods 
only one human life has been lost. The 
Hindustan Standard of 24.h has said that 
13 families perished and washed away in 
Dcsang District, . numbering about 70 
persons. The Minister .has said only one 
person has lost his life but 70 persons have 
already been washed away completety In 
the turbulent waters. What you have said 
Is. not correct. There have been grave 
floods times without number from 1954 
onwards and during the:e 14 years, the 
total loss suffered was Rs. 108 crores. The 
hon. Minister says that Brahmaputra is a 
problem. Man had landed in the Moon 
and has corne back safely. That is not a 
problem, but Brahmaputra is a problem : 
You are also a scienlist and an enginerr; 
everybody knows that. 

I am not going into the details. Re-
cently in Naini Tal, in the meeting of the 
Irrigation Ministers of States which was 
presided over by D. K. L. Rao, a decision 
was taken that the Brahmaputra should be 
controlled and tackl~d at a national level, 

Also in the recently held meeting of the 
MPs Consultative Committee, it was decided 
that the Brahmaputra should be controlled 
at the national level. I want to· know from 
the hon. Mirister whethcr the Government 
of India has accepted this suggestion and 
decision of the state ministers' Conference 
and of the MPs Consultative Committee 
and what action has been taken thereon. 

Secondly, in view of the immeasurable 
losses caused by these floods and knowing 
fully well the backwardness of Assam and its 
poor revenue, may I know whether Gover-
nment will come out with a help of at least 
Rs. 10 crores to meet the immediate and 
long-term Deeds of the State of Assam? 

DR. K. L. RAO: Regarding the first 
question, I submit that the information tbat 
we have from the state Govenments is upto 
the end of June. We do not have the 
latest information. According to the in-
formation furnishad by Ihe Assam Gover-
nment, the numbe of life lost was one upto 
the end of June. We do not have the 
latest figu, e. 

With regard to the question of funds, I 
agree that we have to spend more money on 
Brahmaputra, but the queslion is how to 
find the finance. Since 1964 we have 
spent Rs. 27 CJores in Assam. This is 
quite inadequate. I can understand that. 
I am very glad that the hon. Member has 
referred to the State Ministers' Conference 
at Naini Tal and al~o to the meeting of 
the Consultative Committee. Both of them 
felt that this problem should be tackled at 
the national level and the finance for that 
shou'd be found. I am drawing the atten-
tion of the Finance Ministry to this st'!.te-
ment and I hope that something will be 
done. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALlTA: What 
about my second que .. ion, whelher Rs. 10 
crores would be given as immediate relief? 

DR. K. L. RRO : About relief, I would 
submit that the State Government has not 
yet sent the figures; they have not yet 
applied for it. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER His 
question is whether you are prepared to 
make a provision of Rs. 10 crores for 
immediate reUcf. 
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DR. K. L. RAO ! They have not as1ced 
for ft. 

SH~I DHIRESWAR KAUI'A: J arlt 
asking Iii this House on behatf of the people 
or Assam. 

MR. DEPUTY· SPEAKER : Mr. R. 
Barua. 

SHRI R. BARt:JA (Jorltat): I must 
compliment the Irrigation ~'inislers of diffe-
rent States of India Who opined that a 
Brahmaputra Valley C"mmission should be 
set up al Ihe national level. But I am ama-
zed' 10 find otir Cenlral Millister saylnll that' 
lhe floods" this yeilr were riot Yef'y serious. 
And he has supplied to the House the rigure 
which subsisted uplo SIlmetime ih June. He 
has' not said anything" as 10 what happened' 
in between from JUlie to date. 

This i~ a ''ef'Y unfortunate state !If affairs. 
The hon. Minister him~lf hapPens to be an 
expett and he knows what the flood condi-
tions there are. Recently, we represented 
the question of the Brahmaputra to the Prime 
Minister. the Finance Minister and the 
Planning Commission should sit together 
and decide her!: and now what should be 
done. But so far. nothing has been done 
and the flood havoc is still there. May' we 
get a categorical assumnce flom 
Government that Government are going 
to do something with regard to the 
Brahmaputra valley Commbsion in view of 
unanimous opinion a\l over? I may say fot 
the Information of the House tltat the Irriga-
tion Minister.. of the different States are pre-
pared to forgo their own share of proj~ct •• 
If tht Brahmaputra Valley Commission Is 
tilken up at a national level and as a national 
scheme. The hon. Minister has not said 
anything ahout. it. I would like to get a 
catellOric!,1 reply from him to the question 
whether this Brahmaputra Valley seheme will 
be taken up at a national level by Govero-
ment and the finances will be provided by 
Government; 

DIt. K. L. RAO: I am sorry the hon. 
Member did not understand me correctly 
wheD I said that the havoc was not serious 
this yeai-. I OJ1ly meant that It was not so 
.. rious considering the nature of havoc that 
is takiDg place there year by year. 

SHRI R. BARUA : The entire ton of 
Dhuhti is completely devastated. 

DR. K.L. RAO : What I suhmltted wa!i 
that on an average about Rs. 7 crores was 
lost every year on account of the Brahma-
putra floods. It Is a very serious matt~r. i' 
am only drawing the attention of the gouse 
to the fact that the Brahmputra Is a very brg' 
river. and it is the biggest in India and It 
causes serious flood ha \ DC every year. 

SHItI R. BARUA: The elltire area Is 
compleiely devastaled·. 

OIt. K.L. RAO : As regards the olliet' 
point namely that the project should gei 
finances from the Centre. I submitted earlier" 
Ihat the matter was under discussion. and r 
hope that something will be done In regard' 
tothat r cannot say more than that. because 
I am liot the Finance Minister. 

SHItI HIMATSINGKA (Godda) : Every 
year Assam is being visited by floods and"lakhs 
and lakh rupees worth of loss is being caused" 
every year. As stated by the hon. Minister, 
more than Rs. 7 crores is lost. This year. the 
riyer Brahmaputra is eroding a number' of 
towns; and one of the impottant to ...... 
namely Dhubri i. being eroded and is Ilk"'), 
to be washed away unless prompt steps are 
taken by way of embankments of oiher proo 
!Cctive measures. Will the hon. Mlniltllt 
state if any steps have been taken In that 
direction. and whether the Gov.rUtnent of 
of Assam have asked for help because It ii 
beyOnd their capacity to carty out the work 
on embankments without the help of the 
Central Government ? 

DR. K.L. RAO: II is true that the ero-
sion of Dhubri Is very serious. In fact, it 
has been observed for the last several year..' 
that this problem is becoming mote and 
more serious. A number of attempts haw 
been made by way of general methods. sUch 
as bandalling, bottom padeDieg and floating 
cages and so on. bu t none of these methods 
has succeeded. Then only alternathe will be 
to have some solid stoile sputs as has ~n 
done at Dlbrugarh. We are awaiting suages· 
tions from the State Government. and I am 
surti that something hasgot to be done at 
DlJubri where "the problern of erosion is be-
eotnins very serious. 


