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(c)to (¢). Due to the limitation on
funds & other priorities, the Department of
Tourism is not in a position to offer finan-
cial assistance for any of these schemes.

12-20 hrs.

CA LLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

RBPORTED REFTUSAL BY PAKISTAN To
ACCEPT INDIA’S AID TO CYOLONB
VIOTIMS OF EAST PAKISTAN

SHRI NATH PAl (Rajapur) : Before
I read the Cali Atrenticn I would iike to
point out that in the printed form of the
text there is a superficial “I”. (f it is
dropped, it will save the time of the House
and also that of the Secretariat. [t is my
humble suggestion.

1 call the attention of ihe Minister of
External Affairs to the f llowing matter of
urgent public importance and request that
he may make a statement thereto :

““The reported refusal by Pakistan to
accept aid and assistance directed
towards the victims of cyclone in
East Pakistan and the reaction of
the Government thereto.”

THB MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFF-
AIRS (SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : As the
House is aware, the cyclone which struck
East Pakistan two weeks ago left behind a
trail of unprecedented disaster and death,
The Prime Minister made an immediate
announcement on the 16th November of an
initial and token contribution of Rs. §
lakhs for relief to the victims of the cyclone.
Press reports later indicated that the
magaitude of the calamity and the exteat
of the damage were much greater than was
originally thought. The Prime Minister
announced on the 19th November that as
an expression of our friendship and concern
for the people of Pakistan in their hour of
distress, the Goveroment of India bave
decidcd to raise the quantum of contri-
bution to Rs. 1 crore. This amount was
intended to be utilised broadly for the
supply of rice, sugar and essential commo-
dities such as medicine, baby food and
coal. The Government also offered to
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send two mobile 50-bed hospitals fitted
with X-Ray and other facilities as well as to
make avaiiable the services of rivercraft
with crew for assisting in transporting relief
supplies. Subsequently, the Government -
of India also offered IAF helicopters and
IAF transport aircraft to the Pakistan
Government ior assistance in transporting
the supplies,

We got into touch with the Pakistan
Government and mutually agreed arrange-
ments have been worked out about the
items to be supplied and the mode of their
transport. We have been informed by the
Pakistan Government that they do not
require the mobile hospitals, rivercraft and
IAF helicopters and transport aircraft.

We sent two emergency consignments
of medical supplies by commercial airline.
Further supplies of medicine, clothing and
foodstuff have started moving by road
across the West Bengal-East Pakistan border
at Haridaspur.

SHRI NATH PAI : Mr, Speaker, when
the news of this tragedy that hit East
Pakistan reached this country there was a
spontaneous upsurge of sympathy and
fellow-feeling throughout the country and
once taking the mood in the country the
government reacied quickly, as was reflec.
ted in the announcement made by the
Prime Minisier in the House. One is,
therefore, a litile saddened to know of
Pakistan’s reaction. I think our sympathy
was perbaps reflected in the blanket clear-
ance given to Pakistan's military transpon
aircraft to fly across this country which was
in the best humanitarian tradition. There
are two developments which hurt one.
Firstly, it may have remotely to do with
the Indian Air Force being distrusted by
Pakistan because the last but one para of
the Minister’s statement reads :

“We have been informed by the
Pakistan Government that they do
not require the mobile hospitals,
rivercraf's and IAF helicopters and
transport aircrafts,’’

If we read the reports in the Indian
press—and the Indian press is not encouraged
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to go and seo what is happening there; 1
learn it on very reliable authority — if we
read the reports in both Indian and some
of the foreign papers, there is an awtul
shortage of helicopters and whea the US
Ambassador’s helicopter was the first
belicopter to reach the affected area, the
shortage of food and medicines was so
much that he had to run into his helicopter
because there was a scampz2ring on the
helicopter to get small food packets, 1 am
pot condemning them. Onelcan understand
the agony through which the people had to
pass through when they were maroorned
for five to ten days without food or other
necessities, | am pot at all condemning
them. But what surprises us is when
there is a shortage of food materials,
shortage of transport, shortage of helicop-
ters and hospitals we allow their aircraft to
fly over us and still the reception from the
other side unfortunately seems to be one
of suspicion. I quite appreciate, of course
the Foreign Minister trying to p'ay down
the suspicion which is reflected in the
rejection of the spontaneous offer of help.

There is also another aspect. When
we are giving aid, assistance and sympathy
we are hearing the call of jebad in Pakistan.
When we are worried about bow to give
succour, aid and assistance to the victims
of the cyclone in East Pakistan in what is8
called Azad Kashmir, according to today’s
paper, the slogan is ‘Kashmir Pakistan
banega”, jehad etc, In the light of this,
may I know what steps the government
is going to take to allay the suspicion in
that country ? Will the government or the
Minister try to convey to Pakistan the
remarks of Eric Maria Remarq ‘“‘Zeit Zo
Leben;, Zejt Zo Sierbern”, that is to say,
if we want to fight, we will fight, but when
we want to love, we love; there is no
mixture. Now fear and suspicion vitiates the
whole atmosphere. What will the government
do,to remove this atmosphere of suspicion
and to convey our sympathy to the affected
people ? Will they take it up at the highest
level 7 Perhaps, our Prime Minister can
contact tbeir President and assure him that we
are not interested in getting some petty little
information, when we offer to send our
belicopters it is because of our genuine
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feeling of sympathy to the affected people.
We have to remove their suspicion and
give a proper perspective to the aid which -
the whole country and the Parliament have
so spontaneously offered because Pakistan
has rejected it on the ground of suspicion
of our intentions. So, what do we do to
allay her suspicion ? Perhaps the issue can
be taken up at the Prime Minister's level,
or the Przsident’s level so that the aid
does reach the cyclone-affected victims of
East Pakistan.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: On the
factual side I have given already all the
information. They have agreed to take
food, medicines corrugated iron
sheets, sugar, clothing and several other
items. About transport facilities, either
aircraft or holicopter and mobiie hospitals
they have mentioned that they have not
got the requiremenis for this, When they
are facing this difficult position we think
that the better course would be to make .
supplies of such items as they say are
required by them and are acceptable to them.
It is on that basis that we are proceeding,

SHRI NATH PAIl: What was- their
objection in accepting mobile hospitals which
they undoubtedly need ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : I wish I
could answer that. I cannot answer why -
they are not accepting this.

st mew fagt aedt (FAaAgR) ¢
qg WL A AT Agq A1 W1 W4 2 @
g7

ot T fag : gfaq Y & wg g
ffraAvagai s geamgemad
Tw®RE :

This is exactly what I am saying. It will
not perhaps be proper for us to plead
with them that they should take such of -
those items which they say they are not
interested in, If we could leave it at that.
the matter will short itself out,

SHRIMATI SHARDA MUKERIJEE
(Ratnagiri) 1 It is said that even in their hour
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of need Pakistan would not accept aid from
India in regard to medical relief and such
other things, But, before we offered this did
the goverrment find out whether this kind
of medical relief would be acceptable of
Pakistan ? Because, the refusal of Pakistan
bas created an unifortunate situation and
feeling in India. So. in view of all the
diplomatic chanpels which are open to the
country, it would have been better if the
government had first found out whether
Pakistan would accept aid. Secondly, it
is a well-known fact that Pakistan has de-
fence agreements with three countries-USA,
USSR and a secret agreement with China-
and we are faced with a very difficult
position on our eastern borders, Has the
government made any enquiries as to whe-
ther in the Ganga-Brahmaputra delta and
the islands which have been badly affected
there is any kind of actual evidence of
the secret defence agreement which exists
between Pakistan and China ?

It is surprising that Pakistan should
accept the help of British marines and actu-
ally have British people working there but
should not accept help at this critical time
from her neighbour. As I said in the
beginning, the thing which really concerns
us is that we should have put ourselves in
a situation which would create further
tension.

My first question, there, is: Why
did the Government offer this without first
confirming whether Pakistan would accept
it or pot ? My second question is that
in view of the critical condition which exist
in certain area on the eastern border, does
Government have any reason to believe
that about the Chinese aid etc., which its
being found to be given to the terrorists
in the eastern sector, there is any connection
with those areas of Pakistan where this
cyclone havoc bas occurred ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: To put
the matter in proper perspective 1 would
like to mention the items that they require
and about which there is agreement about
our supplying them, These are vaccinss.
antibiotics, sulpha durgs, food items like
chura, dal, mustard oil and  milk
powder, kerosene, clothing items like lung-
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is, saris, cotton blankets, chaddars, and
aluminium drinking glasses and utensils
and corrugated iron sheets. These are the
items which we have agreed to supply and
they have agreed to take. The House
will appreciate that these are items that
are required by common people and these
are the items that they require.

It is true that they have indicated
that they are not in need of the transport
requirements by air, ei:her in the form of
belicopters or other aircraft. They have also
said that they have got enough of medical
people and, therefore, do not require the
held of mobile hospitals.

We should view it in the proper perspec-
tive and take into consideration those items
which they feei are required the most at the
present moment. If any particular offer
that we have made they arc unable to accept
we should take it at that and not try
vonecessarily to read something which
perhaps may not even be there.

SHRIMATI SHARDA MUKERIEE
why did we offer to send them a mobile
hospital ?

SHR1 SWARAN SINGH : Ina matter
like this when the necessity is there and is
pressing, obviously whatever occurs to us
as something that would suit them, we make
an offer. We made an offer of medicine,
food articles and clothing. We also said
that we were prepared to help them even in
the transport effort. In the course of the
talk they said that they would
consider it and let us know what out of
that they required. After a day or so they
conveyed that to us. We should not regard
this as somecthing that we have offered some-
thing and they have rejected it. In a matter
like this when their people are surfering,
they bave to settle certain priorities. If
they do not want to get from us anything
thar they can easily get from some other
source, I think, we should leave it at that,

About the other question about defence
arrangements, that is a separate matter and
I would piead with the hon Member not to
mix it with the question of supplies. In the



243 Reported Refusal by

[Shri Swaran Singh]

present call-attention notice we are dealing
with supplies and not with defence matters.

SHRIMATI SHARDA MUKERIJEE :
Why did we offer things which they did
not want ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : My difficulty
is that I cannot answer for them.

ot e W (WygEdT) o
wareg, faw &1 § a3 argAw qat arfe-
A ¥ wrar o) fow avg gt F @
qifsa gu Saw ga &7 & 31 frgmm
=T qifreaTa & S UF § AR g Q9
fawne & f5 us fa7 frgeam ok ofs-
W 0 TEHT 16T @IAT | g w@rrfas
a fegema & fau 5 @@ wwfw
1 wmay fasg @ 98 wfezam
weg ¥ fog andt a3 | 9w faq ga= w6
S o 939 ¥ qiF o™ WY T AFA
FTequA F1 U fFar, a3, weae wg-
2a, AT T AR @, BN & wEy
S g fFar R Fa fF g aw g,
zqy sarar g =nfg | wfay, fegmm
4 9UFT qEAT—aAg g FT AT g WK
BHIKT 9T F AYFA § WR 9 9X-
T F FAFA & A1 AT HIET FT ASTE
F fedt & qaaifagr M @A F fog ok
o Fiefaa &1 A9 F fa@ars &

FER @RI T A A & @AT AT §
33 4z ¢ f& w3 ofeeam, St A28 &0
FIET, TA-FIG T [A13q  gIfeqesd &
¥ H g I AR, T T W W,
IEFI GFT W q9 F e
gt sgmi & fag a1 fggera & wa-
a9 ¥ gAY, SAS wgal ¥ fag ew
qifeeaa 7 fgrgeqra #1 faar at 63 faae
F HL AT UF ¢ | fergea™ A 9@Ft
swe fraake 3 & Afea @l s
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A F A3, ¥ a1 AR
grfcree & fo) wgar & fr i faelt o
T T TG )

fat g § § gg Fear Tigar §
fs 9t g3+t e fegeam @ @ R,
R gedt i sy A foelve W @,
WFH A o @Y §—dAfew arfrea@ &1
St yArEe g, fow wwre #1 8 o aw
¥ gy @t a1, fI9F T o AR
JUF FUS TAT 9 FT AT §, ¥
ST §IFT FIL 8, TqH! efee § @y
el @ famw 5 fegmm e ar
@R § o el agt o, g
AH FTIT F O qAG GG WM, TR
TR EN F a1 ST W o gfewd ¥
qg=T, - 9§ wwwd ar
G |

weqer AT, gt wifeda & oF
FA—ATAT WA A—wf 9gRT qt
et & agt &1 gaw &1 @I A,
wfew ag ot a9 9 —uam fear
g & 3 25 qawax ¥ 29 Agvax qF M
3 AN, wWifs wfF@s g g
gl FT W § | wifFerT @R 3 oA
fear @ 1% g7 40 frells ed @vwr 9%
g T gRma A QA gu g1 ag age
% gfvear # @A g, vud foar —

Y athough the Governmeast
announced it had set up 40 relief
centres on the hard hit island of
Bhola, he had seen only 2 of them.”

40 FT TATT FF FIA 2 AT § AT
30t fegar | %X gy &1 nqaq ag & fr
for @< A swwa wee g, S avg
q 3T ywrET W v §, & fad @A
R ma 198 siRag20 &\ = &=
wAt § wa § ;T |a1d q8AT TeA g
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1. g 9t Wi foar & sad sy
g 5 aioqwm &1 Favew g F | 0%
#Ffear mm ) #Famar =
i gt @t 9T FT 1 FAT fFar g, ar
95 ara TwaT M fear & ar qiw wrE
AFT a1, IAF FAATEAT 1 FAF AT AR
faar g—zwat aErE w7 7

2. ifFeam geiETER WR HeTEe
giferea A e AW AFFR @ L —
& oty a@rear g 6 orfeee A, @ 1
FAT 47 5 AT % 74 WIX ¥ T A7 OAT
frar 8, gEn) wege far & ar sEA B
fome #3 wrg? afe fooge adi w<
I @ Fa1 M9 7 A= Afefaw, Aar-
T« gifeaew a1 @@ DN F FAET W
AR afcdw A o S e
AT AT AEEr @ 9% &, f6E e
¥ fearg sikagh. ¥ fFa wwecd
suH frar §—ag »ft agwd ?

3. st felts fergeam & arfeemma 1
SATEAT, IF FAGT F ITH GG, IJAF 3F
& ¥ gam F % ;A arfFeqra
FIFIT F 497 gg 9&Id @ g 5 Qe
TN FY Sz AMAG a9 qrfw |
& § I9aT F e & A 39 A
FY qg=TET 91 9% | afx wow Tar v
T § A 99U qifFeam g &7
fFeaaerT a1,? afs a8 w1 § o #a4¥ ady ?

I grq 7 @ fF ofsens awa
MIF TP AT F ZFA T, W
U AT F @ ag A FEAA
afew grferes O eisreex & wvarg &
S FOISTed ¥ IAR! GE J]AT & 4 Al
AR AT FY qF § w8 qfwk ar g
& g o § 9 fF dgw dwfae
et F q7F F oF s FRE aArE T
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g ¥R U TFI FT @Y FEAd o arwa
ot § afe § oiffem e ¥
TR FL A ITHI TG AT A &
aifw ag ool Ad A o47r @gr @ ?
19 T gaTal FT oo9E & owqey
|AFATE !

SHRI SWARAN SINGH ;: The entire
amount is Rs. 5 lakhs plus Rs. 95 lakhs
and Rs, | crore,

About the second question we are not
paying aonything in cash and this amount
will be utilised in supplying the articles a
list of which 1 have broadly given in reply
to an earlier question.

(3) There is no question of our asking
for a joint machinery with Pakistan for
the distribution of these relief items.
It will not be proper and it will not be
practical and we should not give an
impression that when we give relief, we
want to use it in the sense of having some
foothold or trying ourselves to do the
distrlbution which is not proper.

About his fourth question, if the SSP
Relief Committee has collected certain arti-
cles and if they want to send them to Pakis-
tan, 1 will be grateful to get a list and I will
try to arrange that the list is sent to Pakistan.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai) : I
must congratulate the hon. Prime Minister
for the prompt relief of Rs. 1 crore to the
cyclone-affected people of East Pakistan on
behalf of the people of India.

Sir, the people of East Pakistan have
nothing but hopes of friendship with Indian
people and they want the relations between
the two countries, India and Pakistan,
to improve. It is a fact that the Pakistani
authorities view this with disfavour and,
therefore, they are putting so many
handicaps and obstacles against our help
to the cyclone-affected people of East
Pakistan.

Now, 1 know they wanted visas for our
aircraft crew they refused to give the visas
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also. Itisa very unfortunate matter that
Pakistan is trying to exploit the situation
of misery so far as the people of East
Pakistan are concerned and they are
playing a political game against India
because they hate India., Therefore, they
do pot want these gifts from India
on the other hand, about relief
work in East Pakistan, Pakistani students
and young people held demonstrations in
London and Dacca that the relief work is
not sufficient. On the other hand, it is
also reported that different countries of the
world are pouring into Pakistan with
relief. In this context, may I know
whether in refusing to accept our
help, Pakistan has also refused the
help of any other country in the world
and in refusing our help of two fifty-bed
mobile hospitals and also aircraft and
riverine craft, may I know if Pakistan has
adduced any reasons for refusal and if so,
whether Government has gone into this
fact or not ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: The only
reason that was given was that they have
not got requirement of this type of means
of transport and we have no intention to
pursue the matter further with them.
If they say, they have not got any mecessity,
we should accept it,

SHR1 HEM BARUA : You have not
replied to my question. I wanted to know
whetber they have refused help from any

other foreign country who are pouring
help into East Pakistan... ...
SHRI SWARAN SINGH : They have

not refused help but they have mentioned
certain items which they would require
and we are supplyiog them. It is true that
they have accepted aircrafts from certain
other countries and helicopters also, from
vertain other countries,

12.45 brs.
RE : QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

CHAND GOYAL
am raising a ques-
tion of Privilege. You might have read
in the papers today. tbat the Prime
Minister has made a statement......

SHRI SHRI
(Chandigarh) : I
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MR. SPEAKER :
you,

I bave not allowed

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL : This is
a very serious matter., When the House
is in session and when the Commission of
Inquiry to go into the circumstances of the
death of the late Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya was anpounced in this very
House because of persistent demand made
by the Jan Sangh Members, and when the
Home Minister himself aonounced the
appointment of the Commission, it is really
very strange thzt the Report of the
Commission was not supplied to the
Members and yet the contents are being
disclosed outside the House.

MR. SPEAKER :
of privilege.

It is not a question

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar) :
At the instance of the House this
Commission was appointed, No body can
disclose the contents of the report before
the Members know it.

st wrew fagrd amdt (swrmg)
serE wEEd, g giad
SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL :

quoting from a book .. _...
weay WEEE ¢ A gmgr gwewar
T H, R Y ww @@ faw

I am

&t slavg AW . FqT IHFET "I9S
qar gy AT W

&t wes fagrd awddt : weqer wg-
T4, 919 37 95T F wiawrd a7 @ ad)
F A1 5 A Fam ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : The

Report has not been placed so far on the
Table of the House,

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL : It has
not been circulated to Members,

ot wew fagrdt aroday ¢ gEEr) &
fa g w21 & saard §1 Aw 27 -
gy TgET g1 (vwAww)



