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SHRI P, K. DEO : We "cannot parti-
cipate in the proceedings if it is disatlo-
wed. Orissa demands steel plant; Orissa
demands steel plant,

12,00 hrs.

Shri P, K. Deo and some other
Members then left the House.

SHRI1 SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kandrarara) : All that we want Is to
have a discussion on this matter in the
House.

MR. SPEAKER : But that is not the

way.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY:
We have given an adjournment motion.
Either you admit the adjournment motion,
or you provide some time for a discussion
on this matter.

MR. SPEAKER : The next item is the
Coll Attention Notice. Let it be disposed
of. Shri 8§, K. Tapuriah.

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL (Chandi-
garh) : Sir, may 1 request you. to
felicitate our wrestlers who have retrieved
the honour of our country by winning a
gold medal ? 1 want the House, through
you, Sir, to felicitate the wréstlers.
(Interruption)

qeTW WA : qai A FY £
qgRAA A1 T |

SHR1 S. K. TAPURIAH (Pali): 1.

will have to learn wrestling if this conti-
nues in this way. .

MR. SPEAKER : You are all old
rorliamentarians, very learned peaple.
There is a way of doing things. There is

a procedure for that. 1 hope nobody will

¢isturb now,
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER.
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE -
RE. DEVASTATING FLOODS IN
ALAKNANDA

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH (Pali): 1
call the attention of the Minister of Irri-
gation and Power to the following matter
of urgent public impertance and 1 request
that he may make a statement thereon :—

“The devestating floods in Alak.
nanda washing away about 200 per-
sons and several buses, taxis and
Army trucks.”

THE MINISTER .OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): Heavy
rains occurred in Western Himalayas on
20th July, 1970. Joshimath recorded 22 cm.
of rain during 24 hours ending at 03.30 AM
on 2ist July. In consequence, there were
flashy floods in the River Alaknanda and
its tributaries. There were also a number
of landslides leading to blockages in the
main river and also in some of its tribu-
tarries specially the Pathalaganga onec
mile upstream of Belakuchi. These block-
ages suddenly gave way resulting in a
quick rise in the level of the river Alak-
nanda at about 7 PM on 20th July, 1970.
The water rosc by about 15 metres above
the road level wnear Belakuchi. In this
reach, -the road level is only about 15
metres above the river bed. The sudden
abnormal rise of water level cngulfed and
washed away a large number of vehicles—
13 buses, 5 taxis, 6 trucks and‘ one army
vehicle totaling 25 vehicles—trapped on
the road neer Belakuchi. 1n addition, a
nuinber of bridge were also washed away
leading to the disruption of traffic especi-
ally between Pipalkoti and Joshimath,

Birahi Ganga is a tributary joining
on the left side of the river Alaknanda
about 10 km. uj stream of Chamoli, On
this tributary Birahi Ganga, there has been
a lake known as Gohana Lake 24 km. from
the road. This is not a natural lake but
was formed in 1893 by landslides blocking
the: steam. The- bund so formed was
stated tu be 275 m, high and completely
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stopped the waters of Birahi Ganga from
flowing. Subsequently, there was a slip
in the bund and the bund was got reduced
to about half its height,” This year, Birahi
Ganga in the upper reaches brought down
considerable debris along which got depo-
sited into the luke, thereby causing over-
flow into the Birahi Ganga downstream.
This added to the floods in the Alaknanda.

Abo;u 420 people were stated to be
travelling in the vehicles but fortunately,

the locul people of Belakuchi warned
them of the rising water level. People
jeft the vehicles.and began to climb the

hills for safety. In-attempting to escape,
about 29 of the pilgrims held up near
Belakuchi, lost their lives. There would
have been far greater loss of life but for
the timely warning given by the local
people at Belakuchi. This information
is based on reports received from the
State Government. 1 have sent a Chief
Engineer of the Central Water & Power

Commission 10 ascertain  further details
and report,
Besides the tragic event mentioned

earlier, the floods caused severe damage
to Risikesh-Badrinath road and bridges.
Telophone and telegraphic communications
were disrupted. Due to house collapses
and landslides, 23 people died in Chamoli
District (including a driver and a worker
who lost their lives during rescue opera-
tions). Preliminary assessments indicate
that damage to houses and property may
be of the order of Rs. 24 Jakhs and damage
to public utilities about Rs. 44 lakhs. The
exact damage to house, public utilities etc.
are being assessed by the State Govern-
ment.

Relief and rescue operations are in
full swing. 730 persons stranded at various
places have been transhipped. The
Collectors have been authorised to pay
to needy persons fares to enable them to
reach home. Housing building subsidies
and house building tactavis are being
distributed. 1000 blankets have been sent
for distribution to the needy.

Additional funds of rupees two lakhs
have been placad at the disposal of the
Collector by the Srate Government for
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relief work in Chamoli District. Th®
Prime Minister has also sent Rs. 50,000/~
to the State ' Government from the Prime
Minister’s Relief Fund.

SHRI. :S. K. TAPURIAH : This is
indeed a very tragic incident. We are
all sorry that some pilgrims have died in
a very unfortunate manner and probably
because of -certain lapses on the part of
the administration they had in this unfor-
tunate maner, to meet their maker,

~In the longish statements of the
Minister, as you might have vourself no-
ticed, excepting that it tries to place the
blame entirely on nature, the rainfall and
on the breach in the bund, it does not give
any other information as to what precau-
tionary measures could have been taken,
what machinery was available there and
whether there was communication to the
trafic that was coming there and what
steps they could have taken to keep the
people away. May I know, Sir, whether
the rainfall of 22 centimeters as the
Minister said, was abnormal. Did this
area in the rast also have this sort of
rainfall ? Was this rainfall of 22 centi-
meteres in a day enough to meke up a
15 metres rise in the river at that place ?
What was the past record and whether
this has led to this sort of rise in the
water ? When he says about the breach
in the bund, again a Question comes,
since it has started breaking the bund, as
the statement says, what steps were taken
to restore it or to divert the water in case
such overflow takes place.

Till a few years ago this area was
only of pilgrimage importance. But ever
since the Chinese invasion this has been
considered a strategic area and our prepa-
rations both by the Border Roads Organi-
zation and the Border Security Force have
increased. May I know when the Govern-
ment claim that such improvements have
the communi.
cation facilities in that area were so bad ?
Why was not the advance flood warning
system not used ? If you will remember,
Sir, when the Prime Minister made a
statement on.the incident, she herself said
that she hoped that the death toll would
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not be as bad or as high as the reports
were pouring in at that time. If the com.-
munication system to the Prime Minister
is so weak, can you imagine what can be
the information that went to the relatives
and other people travelling in that area ?
May I know from the hon Minister whe-
ther the rainfall was abnormal, whether it
was enough to give a 15 metres rise at
that particular level and whether the flood
warning system existed there and whether
it was used or not? What were the
communication facilities and would they
set up a commission to investigate all these
matters pertaining to the advance warning
system and the communication system in
that strategic area ?

DR. K. L. RAO: 1 submit that be-
tween Chamoli and Badrinath, a distance
of 60 miles the road is to rise from 7000
ft. This portion of the road from Rishi-
kesh to Badrinath has always given tro-
uble. It is understandable that from
Chamoli to Joshimath, a 30 - miles distance,
the road alignment does not seem to be
very satisfactory because the road, as 1
said, has to climb very steeply. Now the
Question the hon. Member has asked and
which I myself was thinking over, was
that 22 centimetres or 10 inches rainfall in
one day really is not much in these moun-
tain regions. But I am making further
inquiries. 1 understand that there was
no rainfall on the 19th. There was no
rainfall on the 21st. All this rainfall has
occurred on the 20th and from inquiries 1
have made, 1 understand that the rainfall
started at 3 p. m. and then went on and
the whole thing concentrated in a few
hours so that all this 22 centimetres or 10
inches of cainfall as I mentioned seems to
have ocurred at much lesser period of
time. The information I have given is
from the Metereological Department which
gives 24 hours reading. My fear is that
there must have been a very heavy concen-
tration of rainfall in that small period of a
few hours. So, it is that difficulties must
"have come in this unstable place. The
unstable portion between Rishikesh and
Badrinath is within 60 miles. The road
between Chamoli and Joshimath is 13
miles. That is the most dengerous place.
It is in that place that all these slides
have occurred.
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There is one more point that T wis
to submit., There are two traffic contro
points, one at Joshimath and the other
at Chamoli, Now, at Joshimath,
there was no flood as such. It is very
interesting to note that, The road bridge,
at Vishnuprayag and bridge at Joshimath
have not been damaged. All the damages
have happened between Joshimath and
Chamoli. All these damages have occured
beyond Joshimath, Joshimath is the traffic
control point; the next con‘rol point
is the one at Chamoli, The troubles started
at 3 O'clock in the afternoon and till then
the traffic was not obstructed; the traffic
was allowed to go on. Anyway, awhat I
submit is, all these are subject-matters of
the enquiry. T have sent one officer and
similarly, 1 understand, the Border Roads
people are making all sorts of enqQuiries;
but, it seems to me, there has not been any
human failing in this matter. All these
things have come out rather very suddenly
in this particular region between Joshi-
math and Belakuchi.

As regards the other Qquestion about

flood warning, as 1 submitted, it is not
possible to give such warning in that
region. It is a very narrow region. The

whole events have occurred in such a
short time; it is not really a Ques-
tion of too much cf a flood, as such. The
flood in Alaknanda is much below the
maximum flood; that is the river expe-
rience we have got. We only recorded &
flood of 2.25 lakh cusecs against 4 lakh
cusecs that it was having as a maximum
flood betore. So, it is not an extraordi-
nary flood as such. What has happened
there is this, It is an unstable region,
Lot of debris and rocks flowed down and
blocked the river and raised the water
level. Then after some time the water
was coming out and broke the barrier and
resulted in high wave of flood.

At Belakuchi the road level isat a
very low 1level. Generally Alaknanda
river goes very deep; but at Belakuchi it
is only 50 feet above the river-bed. And,
it is when the water level rose to 100
feet, all the damage occured.

1 would submit that the question of
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Commission and all that will arise after
the present investigations are over.

St T Aaw g (JUAA)
qeq  WAAA, T AM R AW H 4 7
FE FAGEq AI§ AT & W FeAT
A qIF OFA T FIA q27 984 A
A @ 1 AT A AET A e
F arz W wr & & oy gwaar gw
AT 9T Far Afwq o Add QA
oI &, UF F JT gAL, T AAEE WA
¥y mram, fryg, 39T WBw Ak @A
MG T T Gl AT a1g { ATEl HAE
w0 & IFEEA AT, AT A JE ad
A AFTT qAC U1 AT T HGAR A
gy afz aw & @t gerea ¥ feafa
sqTET WEFT gY 7€ &, savar fare wE R
@ AT & gfe ¥ wEy gu # 7€ 9w
weAt & gAY ArEar § |

a frwrr Al & gg @A &g
fe mgm Wa F 9z a ¥ ag feafy
wWE A E wAm wgw g e
o @A o wrg § AT g WA wE
am aYe aqmd § & Mgar A a8 afe
DA A F TG BT AT LT 9@ Ag VLA
T TATEE T FIWT & TAT AT I Ig T
TAT a4 T AT A1 AL A GHA Ar@H
s sworfad gu ? F T fEww
&7 UF AL AN AT J wE GO
ol IaE qfl WFE A owF oA
A AL FT agT A RS F FIW
& Jagarg uws, AZ AT FG AR
gag? Wk wr qg s Ed & fEoaq
1962 ¥ agi ¥ «wi A, FAfF wWH @A
T QY TF qAT T AT TAET & FIAT,
N agh & sfewdl §1 w@w A @
< faar qr fF W) 3% agE w1 AAA
e o @A ogETw AW
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fawdr ?  agtas 5 IO qag fam®
ques 3 N st a1 @ aa &
g &t dr) afeggaft g @ fem &
F17 wfywr & Nfe wwr fadar § o
fa=ir Iasr Famw a8 frar ?

424

g g Fg T@AT 3 fF nwIw wqwT
qrt aX| Iy ¥ qrg A feafy dar g
& qermr vz g T+ form e avgar A
w1 i wigfes gn & @) war, A2
wATEE F QU At 99 A fewn afar
FE A Mg o fey et wfem
gER? mav Ay ww afem g§ &
A § g & A1 fvr 3 &y @ad Fr
femm & T& ward sgxedr &gy g A
% ? '

FFT a7 1962 ¥ Iq T H T
w1 fanfw gar stk 1@ e & fla
g a afom 3R ) aesan @
4t ggi & S X Javay fr gw a9 @y
v Sfag adl R afer myfrm g wix
TWH  WAFT TR AT, WA AT FE
T WA FT IV G F AN T
T agr g ?

3 # & ag wtar argan g fE @A
I3 AFT 13 § A A Afed gu § o
F FEAAT FHT aFR F e e
fzar &, &9 faw =1 & frar § sk saa
AR FAT 7 AR o wrw AN wEar
Fedrat g f& ag W famwrd
feafa area #2 @ & swa gwrawr 5%
F faq At sqqeqr AT vk} ?

DR, K. L. RAO : It is not possible
to say by what time India can be saved
from the damages due to floods, because
this country has been blessed with a large
number of rivers and it is impossible to
say that the floods will be overcome by
any agency possible, All that we can do
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is 10 1ry to reduce the effects of these
demages and that is what is being done.
‘We have nearly  saved one fourth of the
damages that were occurring earlier, It
will take many more years before a very
effective impact can be felt in the matter
of protection from flood damages.

Regarding the Gohana luke, as the
hon. Member has said, it is true that
this lake was formed only in 1893 and it
is a source of danger. But from the
inquiries that I have made I understand
that this lake has not been breached.
From the tentative studies that have been
madé 1 find that it had been silted up.
The silt and debris flowed into the lake
and it silted up and thereby the water
level rose up and then the water over
flowed the banks. That is what has happe-
ned. If it had really breached, it would
have been far more disastrous in the
Chamoli area.

Also, in this occurrence, it will be
noticed that Belakuchi is. a point  which
is muchi higher up the river than the con-
fluence of :.the Gohana lake, that s, the
place where the waters of Gohana lake
come and join Alaknanda. Therefore, any
kind of Gohana flood would not have
affected the conditions at Belakuchi, the
place of tragedy. As regards Badrinath,
as the hon. Member has said, there it is
due to another stream which is called the
Patalganga. That seems to be the muin
source of trouble.

Also, 1 agree with the hon. Member
that the alignment in this portion of the
road from Chamoli to Badrinath, especi-
ally from Chamoli to Joshimath, re-
quires re-thinking and realignment. It is
running in a very dangerous way. From
the difficulties and the experience that we
have had we find that there have been a
1ot of hillslides in that arza. Since it is
a place where pilgrims are going and they
are using that road, it is necessary for us
to see th"a"t'thnl road is properly re-aligned.
1 think we shall take necessary steps to
consult the geologists and frame the data
<0 that we could take the road and the
bridge through an area where the hillslides

«will ¢ause the least damage.

«
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oY TW AIF 047 30T AT A

A7 qErAAT & 2 7

DR. K. L, RAO : All the help that is
necessary is being givan by the collectors.
They have been authorised to make relief
available very liberaily and 1 think they
have been giving fairly liberal help,

SHRI RAM SEVAK YADAV :
amount ?

st ataw ¥EG (5%EER)

e Y, fgarar £ 3qea0r ¥ W@ F
TR N Tqm ITEad gf Iy wag F
AT AT T J 4757 faarr ITR T4y
F AT H AT AL AT I | A1
A AR A ar 7g 5 qgw Y |
1893 # fawd a1 &, ot Wq & vad
AT TAET ¥ FITW OF I AE 9 W
g A7 IR aF ArE AT aTER A
eI & @rg saw gEaar  fear ar
MNT IaF A W AT Aagd Tk ?
¥ oA atgar g 5 oagh S I
g & 37 aladl &1 AR F grw
fefezqe wfwesz & gru ot 993 ww
FFT T g 9T N qeqleay saqear g,
tmfediy €, IFM W W awg AN
AR At B @ ar g ?

What

@hamagdfEa arf ag o
T AT W FF qg 9 A X 9g w04 6}
I ARHF gEy A Fd H OE,
wqard & fd &, 97 @i § aer
7T &1 Fqram W g & ey
AT 97 qF I8 AT F s R, fFa
1 wefl a7 el o€ gu & A R
F wY owe ¥ wd qw foAaTe wga'rf
g

DR. K. L. RAO :" The figures’ I have
given are based on enqQuiries made and
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reports received. More detailed figures
will have to await further investigation.

Regarding the other questions, I have
already answered that it is not the flood
in the Birahi Ganga that is responsible in
the present case. Tt is the land.slide in
the tributaries higher up of the Birahi
Ganga that has been responsible for this.
There was flood in the Birahi Ganga in
1893, but this year I do not think there
has been any trouble from it except by
the filling up of the lake and overflow of
the water.

ot efta NS ;. AETF AGIIT, 20
g A gEEAE AR A S ey
giem gE g s d 1 wid grfa A} =g
g ¥ w0 & @ m amfa @ gl
¥ ogr ¥ gf @ fwmd 30 ¥ w0
gF arad ag A WIS g Afaw
off ag a7 | & ag o ar2 faavAr Swgar g
fF o ogeFit 1 WMFEW K WA
Wa qag W gx ¥ fam T @ i,
gizei & f Al wif wEOm & A
o) ag o a9 A § | AT T W A1
=t ggA fem g 5 o8 femo fF
g9z ¥aa s3zfa @ swe er
iR f g@ wwar e g g
frfl safes &1 g9 & B Iw A
ar | & ga & qar 7T o osar ag
aa At & fr 20 gerd At Vg
FIAAIEINA F 2 FATET I TR GAMTT
agcar war ar & wre agrel a7 o agy
wivw awf g§ § 98 & a7 MR 77
T d afggr & sgr e Siw A
uriasdwE A g faafad & 918 Sraang
F? gar IFT qF TG FH AW
% ¥ q¥F T T 47 I qLF @il
w0 ¥ forg ®1€ o oAy AT A I
arfaal A @A A wE g Afx
ITFT agF T AT AT § 7 GUET A
Fa W WIT & A faa &1 & ag-
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arar argar g fF feeolt @ gl am
AT qRatre A 6 gear ¥ ana v
T AWqg ¥ I a@aArar f agt & w@
Fia arfaal ¥ e ggt & @y Al A o
aarar fad § ag faage fag & o7 wisel
T 3T gl § NF T 3 #7978
FI & A & ag g wm g w20
qATE FY WA TG Tg TATATT AT
AT FriarEdma & FTeqET A s @
TaT T IFA @ INTT Y TN A
qTF AT A AT qg) FAr WY afag)
# q@ g E Af & fe gAwr aw
I EETAN @A & ? 87 & fag €
Araedfes sqacar a4i af w a0f ?

T F HA-AG H A A (AT AT
g fo qarel & meax WP O AW wEAT Eor
& er oT 37 &1 famermr fear aar @
AT gw 7 v fw amiaar wifaai wr
9EA1 WeqT G4 AR 7 IV GgHI, FEC
@ 12 5 qgAr, WU Fed1 /g 3 AR
9gaT WX AYqT JEUT WA FTIGET )
59 &1 7w ag & & oifxal & qrg I
qrgran &I ¥ wAry aaiy fwar qar
qA ST E TET TAOAA § I fwar
gFT F gFar & wf | wfgz § & afz
™ AR ¥ i wfAwd g6 gAeITad
T4z F qga Wi FEAX O AP T
ATET | WAz ag y¥ T G s o'z &
Farey ¥ wlmw gear gé @t @ &
qeaey § AN I FE Y GEIFIC 9
wiama & fa¥ & 1 A aar g7 Al awa)
arq #AY AggT FUIT ? I A Ay
* IR qar wg@ @y aEl w6
fraam s ar 2 safes agr 9T
qr ar g ? sar Mg tar safe g
9T ®WYgZ 41 1 afz gf &, war IF¥ W
97 quar & 4Y ?

& o Svgarg 6 20 garg w
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T 9Q 7 FHSAT SN § & I 7 qu-
wrT AWeat q7 22 ardha &Y wiav §, 21
ar| w1 ag AR AL AG ATar 7 Sid
TR T i WE § g 3 & @
et & g 2w W F q19 TG IS
Wy sarfw fear snar @ fsa ag
guer g€ 20 gk WY, 20 adE Y WK
21 ard@ ) Wear qv I w1 N aT-
9T A "Wy W Weat a7 qFT 22
V™ F Ay MNT 23 G T GAAR-
o ¥ g fww  gHEar &1 g
gar | Hoama wgarg 5 @ § A
fawr gwr @ @ gwm A | A Ak
Iy AmATfad) w1 W ®3 F I@ w0
w1 Frow § ? g @) fawfad & sfaoa
1% TR Y9 & agg #4T W i
T N &g §? oWt W) ag gwiT faa
ar § fe 500 & wigw art wiy ) agf
qT %Y §T §, AL IT @AAE AMEI A
azé gq § & 3T W aA F fag @R
® 0TF & #q1 sgaear § ! war Ay wiwy
aF dqe §fs feqy ANy
ot AR wY go & 7

JULY 28,

G AW GIHT ¥ FaA 15 A1@ &7
Nragm AR Y ST IT TR
fas T aqrad A T fad ¥ gl wr N
gt ¥ Mx gAm g sara fw
6 Q% &I A qgf ¥ aEmima farzw
) qETs w3 F @ fag wfgr @ ar
¥ qTRT ag ard gaiAar X & fao
fare § aaife gty qoere & 3 €1 A
T 2 f& a@ au sA WER T
¥ ad s® g # @iEdAl S Aw
®TTF |,

=@ & wfafa § ag sAar s g
fe Y dvr 7@ giza § efeeren ?
¥ WY IT FT GOF AT G § AT T

1970
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o9 I F fAQ w7 ATAEAF sqacAr 6T
wE?
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w:g § & 9 qgm wgan § fF sw
T3 F) ARFC A gATY BT GTHIT N
agragr Wit & 14 g & @@ &
ey FIfE g e @I [T Fe
Ta & S8 ag s e, qg
JT AN WE ¥ FNT EAY @ W
ag &1 ¥} aTH ¥ wgraar a1y X & fag
fmT g ? K agm fs & =7 @ wwl
&T IJAT ARAIT AH 7T |

DR. K. L. RAO : I have already sub-
mitted that according to the information
that T have, Gohana Lake has not brea-
ched this year.

The other point is about the traffic
control points. 1 have already submitted
that there are two traffic control points
on this road, one at Joshi Mutt and the
other 30 miles down steam at Chemoli.
1 have also submiltted that there has been
no flood in the Alaknanda at Joshi Mutt.
Where the Birahi Ganga joins the
Alaknanda, the bridge is perfectly safe.
There does not seen to be any abnormal
flood at that place. So, there is no reason
for obstructing the returning traffic. The
tragedy has occurred mostly to the return-
ing traffic from Badrinath, and there was no
reason for the obsruction of the return-
ing traic at Joshi Mutt. The next con-
trol point is at Chamoli. The whole
tragedy has occutred between Chamoli
and Joshi Mutt,

Regarding the duestion of relief, the
relief measures that 1 have described arc
being very well organised. It is true
that the U.P. Government has stated
that a number of bridges in the flood
arca have been washed away and that the
Central Government must  assist them to
restore  those bridges.  That is quite
correct. When the whole report is made
out, I am sure the Central -Government -
will give it careful consideration and
assist the U.P. Government,

SHRI DEVINDER SINGH GARCHA
(Ludhiana) : Nothing much actuilly rg-
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mains to be done just now. Nevertheless,
I notice from the Minister's statement
that there is a tendency to avoid the guilt
to be laid on the door of the authorities

which were actually responsible for
safeguarding the embankments of the
Gohana Lake. Eye witness accounts say

that at present there is no Gohana Lake
in existence. The entire thing has been
drained out over the area affected by the
floods. The lake, as has been said, was
formed in 1891, and it has been, since,
then, a source of constant trouble to the
people in that area, A number of times
it has been responsible for miner floods,
but it appears to me that either no perma-
nent arrangements existed for safeguard-
ing its embankments or these measures
were inadequate, | want to know what
those measnres are and whether any per-
manent measures existed ? Who were
the persons responsible for safeguarding
their safety and would the State Govern-
be taking any action against these persons
who did not safeguard the embankments?
Would the Government learn a lesson
from this and institutc a general survey
of such risky areas which are responsible

for such ghastly tragedies again and
again ?
DR. K. L. RAO : 1 submitted already

that the road between Chamoli and
Badrinath requires to he looked into as
the ground seems to be affected by fre-
quent land slides and the road has to go
in sixty miles a height of 7,000 feet.
Therefore, it requires to be looked into.
I shall pass on the request to the Geolo-
gical Survey of India to see if they could
undertake a survey of this tract for
realignment of the road.

—_——

12,31 hrs.
RE : BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) :
[ have to say something about the Order
Paper. We expected yesterday and today
also that the Minister of Rehabilitation
would make some statement on the seri-
ous problem arising out of the mass exodus
of minorities from East Pakistan. Tt is
surprising he has not dope so. The other
House has discussed it yesterday. I re-
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quest you to ask the Minister to make a
statement today and give us a chance to
to discuss the entire matter. ...(/nterrup-
tions)

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar) :
We should discuss the agreement that has
been entered into between India and
Pakistan. This Government has proved
totally ineffective in that regard.

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK (South
Delhi) : The exodus of minorites from
East Pakistan is a serious matter. We
have given a motion for adjournment and
we must get an opportunity to discuss
this matter. This cannot be brushed
aside.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai) :
I submitted on adjournment motion on
the Assam floods ; they are a regular fea-
ture every year and this time also there
are floods so. What happened ? The
Minister and some experts went to the
United States to study flood ceontrol
measures in relation to Mississipi. He has
come back but he has not done anything.
An oxpert came from the United States
to advise us but nothing has been done,.,
(Interruptions.) On the floor of this
House, two years ago _ the hop, Minister
made a statement thnt dams’ would be
constructed in the Brahfaputra ; ‘'no such
flood control measures had been taken,,,
(Interruptions.)

MR. SPEAKER : Order, Order,
resume your seat.

Please

MR. HEM BARUA : Two Ministers
are going to Gauhati from Delhi ?
What are they going to do there ? The
money Spent on them could have been
given to poor farmers in the Villages.
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