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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

OBITUARY REFERENCE 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, I have to 
infonn the House of the sad demise of Dr. U. 
Misra, who passed away at Moscow on the 13th 
April, 1970 atthe age of62. He was a Member 
of the Third Lok Sabha during the years 1962-
1967. He was a great freedom-fighter and 
Went to jail before, during and even after the 
Qpit India movement. 

We deeply mOurn the loss of this friend, and 
I am sure the House will join me in conveying 

our condolences to the bereaved family. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATOMIC 
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLANNING 
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, we are all grieved to learn of the 

p8.S3ing away of Dr. U. Misra. He was drawn 
into the struggle for freedom in 1921 and was 

an active participan t in political and l!,ocial 
affairs. He was known as a good man. He 

was greatly interested in labour welfare and was 
Vice-President of the jamshedpur Mazdoor 
Union for a number oryears. He was a popular 
medical practitioloer and rendered social service 
to the working classes in the form or free medical 
aid and advice. 

In his death, we have lost a valuable political 
and social worker. May I request you Sir, to 

convey the condolences of this House to the 

members of his family. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Opposition, I 
request you to convey our deep sense of sorrow 
to the members of the family of Dr. U. Misra. 
Dr. U. Misra was one of the most popular 
~o  of jamshedpur, and there, he UJed 
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to take part in the cultural, political and labour 
activities. He was Vice.President of the 

Jamshedpur Labour Union and he was also 
President of the Indian Medical Association'S 

Branch atjamshedpur. In the Utkal cultural 
activities also he took interest and he presided 

over the Utkal Association for a long time. 

Whoever went to him and met him was impressed 
by his personality and he was very kind to the 
students and others who went and saw him 

there atJamshedpur, and he used to help them 

also. By the passing away of Dr. U. Misra 
jamshedpur and particularly Bihar has lost ~ 
personality whose activities will be remembered 
for ever. 

On behalf of the Opposition, I dgain request 
you to convey to the bereaved members of his 
~  our deep sense of sorrow and grief. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU (Udipi): Sir, I 
associate my party with the sentiments expres-
sed alread y. 
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SHRI S. M. BAmRjEE (Kanpur), Sir, on 
behalf of my party, I associate myself with the 

aentiments expressed by the hon. Prime Minister 
and the leaders 0' other groups. Dr. U. Misra 

was a freedom fighter. Even when he was 
victimised by the Tatas, he never yielded before 
the pressure of the TatM. I remember thOle 

days when he was vi;:timised and eviction notice 
was served by the Tatas on him to leave the 
quarter where he was staying. In 1958 when 

four workers were killed by the police at the 

inst3J1ce of the Tatas to suppress the strike by 
TISCO and TELCO workers, I remember 
those days when there was a reign of terror by 

tbe Tata regime in jamshedpur and Dr. Misra 
led that strike of 1958. He was a great man. 
He-was an emblem of simplicity and he was a 

leader not only of the working class ofjamshed-
pur but of every citizen of Jamshedpur. When 
he came to Parliament in 1962, it was he who 

raised the question of abolition ofTata zamindari 

in J amshedpur. He apprised this House how 
three-fourths of jamshedpur belonged to Tatas 
even in this 20th century, after 15 or 16 years 

of independence. I am .0 happy today that 
though Dr. Misra is not with us, a decision has 

been taken by the Bihar Government, perhaps 
at the instance of the Central Government to 

liquidate the Tata zamindari and take over the 
land. I am sure that this deciBion will be 
implemented at the earliest opportunity. 

Dr. Misra was also a secular penon. When 
tlrere were communal riots in jamshedpur, it 

was Dr. Misra who with the help of certain 
comrades of our party and other citizens rescued 

hundred. of Muslim.. When the entire 

jamshedp;:r was ablaze with communal frenzy 

at its heigl ts, it was Dr. h-fisra who rescued the 
minority cwnmunity. Not only has the 

Communist Party lost a valiant soldier, not only 

has Jamshedpur lost a good citizen and lighter 

for the working class, but the entire trade union 

world has lost a valiant lighter. On behalf of 

my group, I wish to offer my sincerest condo-
lences to his family members. 
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SHRI S. KUJIIDU 'Balasore), May I asso-
ciate myself with the feelings expre .. ed by the 
Prime Minister and this House' Though I 
did not know him penonaIly, I have heard 50 
much about him. As has been stated, he was 
not only a patriot but he championed the cause 

oflabour. He espO\lled the cawe ofthe&eem-
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WI! milliOlll. Though he belonged to Orissa, 
he has been responsible by his dedicated work to 
establish a harmonious link between the people 
of Orissa and Bihar. Our feelings of condo· 

lence may be conveyed to the bereaved family. 

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam): On 
behalf of my party I wish to associate myself 
with the sentiments expressed by the Members of 
the House on the sad demise of Dr. Misra. 
Those of us who had worked with him in the 
Third Lok Sabha know that he was a ceaseless 
fighter for the rights oflabour and working class. 
I want you to convey our deep condolences to 

the members of the bereaved family. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The House may stand in 

ailence for a short while to express its lorrO'w. 

The M ... bm then sl6Dd in silen£< for • short 
whi'e. 
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