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Battalion-wise numerical distribution of 
the Railway Protection ForcelRailWlQ' 
Protection Special Force persoDDIII ia 
siven below:-

Roilwoy Protection Force 

Railway No. of Personnel 
SOUTH-CENTRAL 3,179 

GRAND TOTAL 57,658 

1Z btl. 

RE. POINT OF ORDER 

SHRI RAJASEKHARAN (Kanalcapura): 
On a point of order. Last time when 
you admitted the calling attention on the 
drousht situation, we pleaded with you that 
a fuU discussion should be held. You 
directed that we should write to you, and 
we wrote to you, but up till now we have 
not heard anything from you. Today 
there is a calliog attention on the same 
subject again. I would like to submit 
that there sbould have been a full discussioD 
on the lioor of the House. There is· a 
serious situation in some of the States, 
particularly Mysore, Bihar, Rajasthan and 
U. P. So, I request that you should allow 
a full discussion. . 

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur): I 
would like to support the point of order 
raised by my han. friend regarding the 
procedure followed about the admission of 
calling attention motions. J am not 
opposing the discussion on the drousht 
situation. she is entitled to raise it, but r 
am on the procedure adopted. In the pre-
viou. calli"" attention I raised the same 
aubject, and again it forms the subject of 
this calling attention. I would like to 
know whether it is according to the rules 
of procedure. i.e. Why we demand a full 
Discussion. I would request that the hon. 
Speaker may kindly aUot some tinie for a 
fuU discussion of the drousht situation in 
the country. 

SHRI RAJASEKHAItAN: r would like 
thave your ruling on this matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: You get up 011 a 
point of order and make a submiasiOll. 
What ruling should I sive? It is not a poiDt 
of order, it is a submission. 

SHRI RAJASEKHARAN: You direct-
ed ualast time that we should submit a 
motiOn. We have done so. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am really very sorry. 
All of you, the people who are youngsters,. 
must koow what is the difference between 
a point of order and a submission. 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL (Chaodi-
garh): On a point of order. I am not 
against Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha bringinl 
an important motion before the House, ahe 
should be pormitled, but she shnuld be 
permitted in another fonn. (1Ilte"uptlolU) 
This is the tradition and this is the rule 
that one subject is allowed to be raised 
throush a calling attention motion in a 
session only once. It cannot be repeated 
over and O.er again. My submission is that 
a discussion should be allowed either under 
rule 193 or under rule 184. 

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: It is the same 
subject. I had mentionsd U P. and Bihar. 
The plocecdings are here. 

MR.. SPEAKER: I will look into it, 
whether it is our mistake, and I will explain 
if to the House. But why are you so angry 
at Tarkeshwariji. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA 
(Barb): Before I call the attention of the 
Minister, may I submitt for the informa-
tioil of the hon. MemberB that last time on 
the callins attcolion motion the boo. 
Minister deliberately left out Bihar and 
U.P. Hence this second calling attention. 
\lIIterruptiolU) . 

12.05 lin. 

CALLING ATTENTION TO 
MATI'ER OF URGENT PUBLIC 

IMPORTANCE 

RaPo&TED DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN BIHAR 
AND 0I1IB11. PA&TS OP THE CoUNTltY . 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA 
(Brab): r call the attention of the· hon. 
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t Shrilliati Tarkeshwari: SiBha ) 
Millister or Food and Agricul tureto 
the followinl matmof ul'BOIIt public 
importance and I request that he' may 
make a statement thereon: 

"Reported drought conditions ill Bihar. 
Eastern U. P. &lid other parts of tbIo 
country." 

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE (SHRI F. A. AHMED): The 
House will kindly recall that I made a 
statemept in liIis House on 18th AUlust. 
~  ' reaardlnl' the 'drought sltuatioll' in 

some parts of the country. As t meDtion-
ed at that time. the drouBht situation in 
Gujarat. Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh and 
WestBenpl had eased considerably. and 
Andhra Pradesh and Jammu &. Kashmir 
too had received good Iains. Only inpartl 
of Bihar and Mysore. the rainfall was 
iriadequate. Large number of Blocks from 
South Bihar are reported to have deficient 
rainfall. Bihar Government has been 
requested to report about the situation. ' 

Accordina to the lalest information 
pthered from the Government of Blh.lr 
this morning before I came to this House. 
drouBh' conditions exist in nine districts. 
n ...... ly. Patoa. Gaya. Sahabad. Bhagalpur. 
MonahYr. Santhal Paragaoas. l>hanbad. 
I:JazaribaBh and Palamau. 90 block, are 
rc.ported to have been affected in the above 
nine districts. However. the position' is 
e.qItCted to ~  if rains are ~ 
within the next few days. . 

SHRIMATI TARKBSHWA!l1 SINHA : 
00' a point of order. We have'race,ved 
.'copy of the ltatement at qUU1er to 12 O' 
clock aDd there is no mention of die points 
which thehon. Minister is now'makin&. 
The other day you pve your ruling that 
the slatement must be made available 
to the House. I should like to have your 
rulinl on this. 

PAl· ~ :' flff.rm: ~  IN. 
~ t I imr If<: ~ WI";t • .rr ;nIT If<: 
~  ~  ~ q;: ~~ t 
~~ ~ 1fili {r 9'm t 'I'IiftiIi, ~ 

~  ~~ 

~ t I. .. ~  ..• 

SRRI''F;A. AHMEl>: Before I calM 
to the Honse I, collected this informatioa 
and I am Bivinl this information to the 
hon. Mem ben. I have added to the infor-
mation Which was "provided in the 
Statement. 

In Uttar Pradesh, in lOme tehsils of 
AllaIlaBad. Varanaoi ~  in 
addition to a few pockets in other parts of 
the State, the current piddy crop baa been 
seriouslyd'ccted by inadequate rainfall. It 
is apprehended that droUlht conditions 
may develop in these areas i f the monsoon 
does not behave normally durina the 
remaining period of the current season. 

The primary responsibility for organis-
ing relief rests with the State Governments. 
The Central Government step in to assist 
the State Governments as per established 
procedure. No communication has 10 fir 
been RCCived from the Governments or 
Bihar and Urtar Pradesh in purSUIll1CC1 of 
the procedure that has been evolved for 
Ctlllral assistance. 

So far the rainfall of tho South West 
monsoon all over the countrY except some 
areas'in U. P. and Biliat has been satisfac-
torY. Aud I should like to reiterate that 
the situation is well under control and 
lbat Governments, both at the CcnUe and 
in'the States, will continue to be vigilant. 
and ensure the provision of adequate 
and timely relief wnerever found necessary. 

SHRIMAl'I TAR.KESHWARI SINHA : 
The' droUlht situation is a serious situation 
aft'cct1Dll'so many districts and blO<:ks as the 
hon. MUlister has pointed out. Accordina 
to the qur .. of the State Government in 
the unCortunate lioods in North Bihar 
crops on nearly 9.SO lakhI of acres were 
c;lestroyed and 88.30 lakhI of people were 
afl'<cted. Arter this the severe drouaht in 
South Bihar, as tile lion. Minister hunsclf 
""iDled Gut, bad aft'ected about 90 blocltl 
and 9,080 sq. miles and a population oC 
IOlakhs. Normal traaspiantatioll had not 
&OlIO on; in some places it is IS per cent, 
iia oth_ 30 per cent aDd the maximWII 
~  in Palamau. was only SO per 
cent. 

The traa.,lantation ,did not 10 bcdIloy 
SO per cent. Now the situationi. that even 
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though transplantation has taken place in 
that area. because of the drought even that 
crop has been virtually destroyed and i r we 
do not get the haria rain the situation will 
become so serious that the notorious famine 
which was ;een in Bihar in 1966 and the 
same situation are likely to be repeated. 
Paddy crop to the extent of 20 lakbs acres 
are affeeted by this drought and the produc-
tion likely to be affected by this is about 
10 lakb tonnes... Ultimately., the .\oss to 
the. State, because of the floodaitd .the 
drought, according to the State Government 
figures, is nearly Rs. 148 croros. 

Now, what the hon. Minister says is 
this. J shall just read a sentence from what 
he has said. He says: 

"The' primary . responsibilities for 
organising. relief rests with. tho· State 
Government. The Central Government 
step' in to assist the State'Government.< as 
per established procedure." 

From this very ~  it appears 'that the 
Cen:ral Government is still treat'ng. this 
situation as a nonnal situation and in a 
mo.t cavalier lI\HUler. They do' not-realise 
the urgency of this. Last ~  when the 
Caning Artention motion was tabled, -tfle 
hon .. Minister should see·the ~  
not have anything to say about the drought 
conditions prevailing in Bihar and, Uttar 
Pradesh and that is why J have put in tfle 
Calling Attention motion now. The enttre 
situation is such that. according to the 
State Government's figUTeS, it will require 
large schemes of minor irrigation. The 
total allotment in the plan in Bihar is as. 
6 crores in this respeec. The hon. Minister 
says that "the primary resp"nsibility fnr 
orpnising relief rests with the State 
Government" . J would I Ike to submit to 
tfle Central Government. wherefrom this 
Rs. 6 crare.. of money to be carved out by 
the State Government to meet this emer-
gency operation, apart from the fact that a 
scheme which was taken in hand at the timr 
of the 1966 drought in Bihar as ~  as the 
schemes which had been taken in ha"d in 
east Uttar Pradesh'AJlp.babad, Mirzapur and 
Banaras-have not been completed. I do not 
know why schemes have been left over. To-
day,the complaint is thaHhinituatioa _did 
not have been ropeated if all these sch_ 
whicb· were thought out duriDg tho notorious 

famine of 1966 had beeD completed. The 
tragedy of Bibar and Uttar Pradesh is that 
we suffer from these recurri ng flood. aDd 
drought, and we suffer from them CODS-
equtively. The result is that we suffet so 
much from them, and yet. the Central 
Government shows a cavalier attitude so 
far as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are concern-
ed. Why is the Central Government 
treating us differently ? 

I have heard Ihat the Tamil Nadu 
~  also got relief. I am told that 

they required Rs. 2 crares as relief. But 
they were given mucb more amount for the 
relief; double or lreble tho amount of 
relief. Why this kind of discrimination bet-
ween State and State? Is it be;;ause the Cent-
ral Government gets votes from the DMK 
Members? (llIterruptions) I would like to 
know why the Central Government is treat-
ing Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in this step-
motherly manner? 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rose-

SHRI S.KANDAPPAN (Mettur): Sir, on 
a point of order. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWART SINHA: 
I would like to know what Lhe Centtal 
Government i. likely to do immediately for 
meeting this flood and dronght situation 
in Bihar and Urtar Pradesh. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN : On a point'of 
order. Sir. the hOIl. Member. Shrimati 
Tarkeshwari Sinha. while putting her ques-
tion. has unnecessarily dragged the' DMK 
and the Tamil· Nadn Government which. I 
think, is totally unwarranted. And it is 
abo misleading the House, because the 
infonnation about drought that the hon. 
Member has given to tho House is totally 
wrong. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA: 
Sir, these are the figures whi:h have ~  
given by the State Government. Thi: hon. 
Member does not know. These are the 
fiaIlTCS given by the State Government. 
(Interruptio1l$) He does not know. Why 
shaul d he say wrODIl things? He is Sll}'ing 
•• (Interruption) These are the fisures 

"Blfpungec! as ordered by the Chair. 
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[Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha 1 
liven by dte State ~  of Bihar. The 
hon. Minister knows it. Let him lOt the 
information. 

MR. SPEAKER: He is on a point of 
order. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA : 
Docs he know about it? 

MR. SPEAKER: Why don't you allow 
him to speak? 

SHRIMATJ T'RKESHWART SINHA: 
He cannot question my figures. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, Order. Why 
don't you allow him to speak ? 
(/nterruprion) Mr. Kandappan, I am 
very sorry that she used that word. It 
should nol be part of the reCord. Now, 
Mr. Kandappan, T quite realise that while 
speaking, the hon. Membe-r made an un-
necessary reference. But anyway she has 
made it. (Interruption) 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: How can she 
incriminate and suspect the bono fled of tbe 
DMK? She has no business to suspect the 
110M fides of the State Government. 
(lnterruptio/f) 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Ram Kishan 
Gupta, the lady is stronger even without 
your help. (Interruptions) 

SHRIMATJ TARKESHWARJ SINHA: 
Thank you. We have to be. 

MR. sPEAKER: Mr. Kalldappan, I IUD 
very sorry that this referl'DCC was made. 0 It 
i8 not in COOd taste. 

SHRI F. A. AHMED: In the matter 
o of giving central assistance to <he States, 
no dis:riminatioii is made between State 
and State. As th" hon. Member is awao:!', 
a certaill procedure i. laid down f\lr giving 
assistance whenever there is a natural 
calamity in any State. A certain ceiling has 
been fixed up to which the State Govern-
ment has to incur the expenditure. If the 
expenditure exceeds that ceiling, 75 per cent 
cuntribution is made by the Government 
of Judi .. !O per I:e1It in t& fonn of trant 

and 25 per cent in the form of loan. For 
that purpose, as soon as we get information 
from Ihe State Governm"nts, celltral officen 
are scnt to recommend the ceiling. and on 
that basis assistance is given. We have not 
yot received any communication from the 
State Governments of U.P. and Bihar asking 
for any assistance. 

SHRTMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA: 
Tbls is the letter which the Bihar 
Government has written to you. Does it 
not demand assistance? 

arrq ~ ;rr;ra ~ IRT ~ t? 
it't <mI ~ ~ t \ilT f.1; ~ ~ 
it ~~ ~~ ;tt f<;r{'lT t ~ 1i'li'r 
~~ ~ ~~ t fit; ~~ 
~ ~ 31''''' a'1F 'IiTf ~  ~ 
fiI'<'f\' t I 

MR. SPEAKER: May I request you to 
conscrve your energy for something elso ? 
~ 1ITofiftII' ~  Iflfi ifu;r ~ t ? 
~~~ ~~ 

~  ~ m -Qr t ~ ~ 
~~ ~~~  

SHRI F. A. AHMED: As soon as we 
IICt the report from the Bihar GoverDJtUlllt 
we shall send our officers there Cor fixing tile 
ceiling and on the basis of that ceiling, 
assistance will be liven. The mailer has 
to be considered from two points of vi.:w. 
Regarding the question of providing food-
grains to drought-affected areas, we have 
allocated I lakh tonnes of wheat every 
month to Bihar, but less then 50,000 tonnes 
are being lifted by Bihar. That itself 
shows that the food position is quite all 

o rilht and there should be no anxiety on 
that account. Regarding unemployment, 
certainlv test re!ief work, ~ .• will be 
lIDderlaken. The State Government are 
alive to the sit\ll!odon and they arc taking 
steps. Whenever centra.l assistance is 
required, it will be given. 

.no ~  ~ ~  ~ 

~~ ~  q iflfi!: n R ~~ 
"MT iarT t. ~ ~ ~ q;.fr ~ 
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[Ilfr ~ fIfJ5T ] 
~~~  ~ ~  I ~~ 
lfr;;r;rr or;ft;r@ I ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ 

~ ~  ~ qr.ft iftT arI' 'W t- I firam 
it; 'I1"f ~  1ft ~ ~ ~ 
~ i't t I ~ or'11r f.riroft it; forir 40 

~ q<: ~ ~~  ~ m: ~ i't 
1 2 .m q<: l{f.re afuRr t I mm ~ 

~  -

aJ1ft ~ ~ ii ~ f.!; ~ 
1T'f;:fiiz « fufri ~ anl t I it ~ 
"1'1[ IT ~ f.!;;;r;r iIIT'f if 1 8 ~ ~ 
iPfA rorr 'IT f.!; ~ I!i'I' qy;ft t'arI', tfiI' 
ifill' 311'( If[ ~ ~ 'IT fit; aR"f ~ 
~ « ~ f.I; qr.ft ljilf t M ~ 
ifill' ~ &J? 'fin' ~ - ~  ~ 
-m ~ ~ ~  'RT if;;:irzr 
~ If[ ili'ttllir'l'l' ~ t? tt=t ~ 
~  q<: IIiIl'f ~ ~ 
f.m I 

it ~ ~  ;;n;r;n ~ ~ fit; 
~ 'I<'I'T m ~  t ~  ~ it; forit 
~  ~  t ~ 'IiTlIff.crcr 
rn it; forif ~ mrur fqn: i't;;rr ~ 
'mIT ~ ~ forit '1'1'« ~ it fortr 
~ ~~~~ ~~ 
~ ~~  if il"giJ ~ garl' 'IT I 
~ ~  lIfrt ~  ifil1f ~ fit;zrr '!'Iff 

~  ..". ~~ ~ ~~ if amrr I 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~  iii ~ 
~ ~  mlfT« lfli'i ~ ~ 
~ all ~ w ~ ~  mit ~ 

~ it ~  (r ciT '!" ~  ~ I it iliriTzr 
~  « ~  ~ ~ f'li ~ it; mit 

~  1{ <ITt forit fit;« m;rr q'"( 

fir;m: it 'W t., ~ ~ « ~ q<: 

~ ;;iT 'fllill'f ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~  

- . 
wit ~  ~ ~ : ~~ ~  

RfOf ~ ~  ~ I 1!;ifi m- ~ fit; arf(, 

~~ ~~ ~ 
~~~ ~~ om: i't 'l'l'r<'!:"'ifIif 
~ fiI;1n fit; cr.;f ~  t lIT ~ I ~ 
~~ ~~  I arIft ~ 
~ ~ 'nJI' ~  ~ 
~ ttiI; ~ ~ am: mr ~ \'I"iIi 1Rlt 
~  I 

~  ~ ~~ ~~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~ t Rat ~ t 
;;iT ~~ ~~ ~ ~ 'I'I'«ift 

~ I ~  iJ&iJ fqn: i't 1ft IIir'I'I' 
~ ~~  om: i't f.rm fit;l:1'r;;rri\1rr am: 
iii ~ ~ t f.I; ififlf ~ ~  it; m- ;('j 

~~~ ~ ~ 
~ f1IWiT I 

'Ii\' ~ ~  ~ ~ 
f.I; Z'I'fir ~ <'fmit orrlfii i1R ~  m 

-;;rrit¥ ~ I 

~~ ~  ~ ri-
~ ~ i't ~ <mf si'\m1r ~ fit;if 
~  

SHRIMATJ n.A PALCHOUDHURI 
(KrisbnaJldr): In view of the fact that tIID 
drought conditions in India have been 
prevailinlover a long period of time, may I 
know from the hon. Minister what steps are 
being taken to control them1 In the state-
ment, the hon. Minister has stated: 

• 'In Uttar Pradesh, in s"me tehsits of 
Allahabad, Varanasi and Mirzapore, in 
addition to a few pockets in other parts 
of the State, the current paddy crop has 
bee" seriously affected by inadequate 
rainfall_ It is apprehended that drought 
condi tions may develop in these areas 
if the monsoon does not behave nnrmally 
during the remaining period of the cummt 
season ... 

So; I want to know what steps are -beinl 
taken to control the drought conditiOJJS 
which may develop in the near future. 
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The Minister himself is aware of the 
!lanser. 

Secondly, in certain areas of West BensaI, 
like, lhargram, Bankura, . Midnaporo, 
Purulia and in certain pockets of Nadia, 
in all these pla"ce!i, the drought conditions 
do exi!t. The hon. Prime Minister· has 
visited spme of these .areas ~  she has 
herself found that the droght condilions 
exist there. I would like to know from 
the hon. Minister what steps are being 
taken to control the drought conditions 
there. 

As regards Bihar, I find a scheme has 
been sent by the hon. Minister himself 
wiuch is awaiting the . approVal of the 
Centre. I want to know for how long it 
ha. been sent and hoy{ long it tllkes to set 
the approval before any action can be 
taken. . 

Thirdly, lUI regards the. Teesta river \!l'O-
ject, that has been in the offing for some 
years ever since the heavy ftoods there. 
What is to be done about the Tecsta river 
project which lIifects Ialch$ of people. 
After all, we have lost Rs. 140 crores in 
theSe drought conditions and f1odds. 
Therefore, some overall measures· must· Ito 
taken. Taking up a scheme of 500 pump 
sets Jor meeting dro"ght conditions 
which affects the population of almost 80 
lakhs is hardlyadequate. To IMCt the 
drought conditions in lOme parts of Nadia, 
Purulia, Midnapore. and Bankura, in. all 
tfte'se places, along with this scheme, 
some posi tive measures have to be taken 
to control drought conditions through 
shallow tubewells and other iR'igation 
processes. 

I hope the hon. Minister will clarify the 
whole position and let the House know 
what is really being done. 

SHRI F. A. AHMED: As I have already 
pointed out, Rs. 100 crorcs have been pr0-
vided for expenditure during the Fourth 
Plan' period for the purpolO of giving ~
tance. to chronically drought affected areas, 
and already 23 such schemes have been 
selected. West Benlllll also has· heen 
oon.idered in the matter of selecting the 
hesc e es. When more projects are selected, 

we shall take all this into consideration. 
Wherever chronically drought ·affected 
areas exist, they will be given r.ssislanco. 

So far as the drought position is con-
cerned, it depends upon the deficiency of 
rain. According to our information, 
rainfall in West Benlllll is normal and 
there is no apprehension that there is Jikely 
to be any drought in a big way in West 
Bengal. 

SHRIMATI ILA PALCHOUDHURI: 
lust one question, Sir. He said in 
West Bengal the rainfall is normal_ 
The rainfall is not nonnal in all parts of 
West Benlllll. There have been deaths of 
children due to drought situation. What 
steps are Government ·taking to give 
Immediate relief .0 that children may 
not die? 

~ ~ ~  : ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ 

~ t :rn<IiI' if.r >;t T ~ fu:rra; ;:f'rh 
ron- 'IT, ;rn{t ~ ~  t I it 
~ ~ ~ 'IT ~ ~ .l.ffT"IT ~ 
~ am: ~ ~ 3fmir 5lITif fu;rr;;r 
~ ~ I 25 apffil', 1970 ~ ~ 
it ~ s<1T 'IT : 

~~ ~~ ~ 
~~ ;tT ~  mr srftmr ~ 
;:r6e I 

~ ~~  
~~ ~ ~ ~  

<'ftT1I1T ~  f;;r.ft it ~ 'if<'f.i <'('if. ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ tt\"1Ilit 

~ ~ ~ 
~ Cl"IT ~ iii1\' ~ ~ S\l{ 1ft' 

~ ~ ~ t I ~~ efiii' it ar4\" <I'ifi' 

ar"m<f I 5 ~ ~  iii'!' "'" ~ ~ I ~ 
Cl"IT ~  ificl'f it ~  ~ qy;rr ~ 
~ ~ t I ~  ~ it 'fr.ft;tT 

~ f.r;;r<;ftifiT ~~ ~ tm 
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In this connection the State's Revenue 
Secretary was contacted over the phone 
when he again repeated the position that 
drought conditions had not in fact 
appeared in the Slate. The Revenue 
Secretary to the State Government was 
IIPin contacted on 31-8-70 and his report 
il reproduced below : 

"We have received reports that in 
ICarchana and ~  tehsils of Allahabad 
district Chakia and Chandauli lehsill 
of Varanasi dislrict and Robortspnj and 
Dudhi tehsil. of Mirzapur districts paddy 
crops have been severely affected. It il 
apprehended that drought conditions 
might appear in these areas. In otiter 

. parIS of lhe Slale, paddy has suffered 
lIOme loss but on the whole Ihe condition 
of crops is satisfactory. The position 
might deteriorate if there is failure of 
rainfall in the coming weeks." 
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SHRI F. A. AHMED: We have con-
tacted the State Government and I have 
already said what the Stato Government 
has told us. . 

SHRI R. K.AMIN (Dhandhuka): -Sir. 
the threat of a mid-term poll has been 
given by the Mini ster of Parliamentary 
Afl'airs. A Press statentent was liven by 
the Minister of Parliamentary Afl'airs. 
It is a very important thing; we 
should know about it. (Interruptions) 
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Therefore, no action is called for in the 
circumstances. So far as drought affected 
areas are concerned, I have already pointed 
out that in the Fourth Plan period we have 
made a provision of Rs. 100 crores to 
help the chronically drought affected areas. 
Mirzapur i. one of the districts and the 
cases of olher districts will be taken into 
consideration whenever they arise. 
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): 
Let them clarify whether they have done 
it or not. Otherwise, we cannot dillCllls 
this. . 

SHRJ RANGA (Srikakulam); Before 
)'Ou give your ruling or make any 
observation, may 1 make one submission 1 
1 am Ilad ~ one thing that the hon. 
Minister of Parliamentary' Affaini bad 
diBcre6t1y kept quiet and- that is lood, 
because, aCter all. we do "ot want these 
people to say one thing and afterwards to 
contradict it. 

This iBformation came on the teleprin-
ters. Afterwards, I am told that one of 
our Leaders of the Opposition also gave 
some reply, and I do not know whether 
it was published' or not. It is cxtraGrdi-
nary that under such circumstances tile 
House is goinl through this Bill, and 
beSides ell the pressures that are now 

working on the minds of the people, 
this additional pressure is also 10Ught to 
be put on them. In this atmosphere, 1 ain 
asslire you that there is no need for yo. 
to give any ruling. We .are ready for any 
kind of a challenge; if they want the 
country to face an election on the advice 
of the .Prime Minister and. her dictatu 
this country, I am sure, would be prepared 
to give a reply to them. and we ahall be 
pnopared to accept their challenge. 

THE MINISTER OF PARI...IAMENTRY 
AFFAfRS AND SHIPPINC AND TRANS-
PORT (SHRJ RAGHU RAMAIAH) ; 
Now that my name has' boen 
mentioned, may 1 submil to this House 
that some newspapers had reported wrongly 
that 1 had said 'something, but they had 
also corrected it. May J read ·out trom 
The Indillll Express in this connection 1 It 
says: 

"There were reports today that the 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Shri 
Raghuramaiah had indica"'" at the 
meeting of the Executive of the New 
Congress Parliamentary Party this 
morning that the Government might 
go in for a mid-term poll if the Bill 
was rejected, but the Minister, when 
contacted later denied having said any 
such thinl." 

So, I do not know where from they lOt 
this information. 

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godbra): I wont 
to know how much that correction cost 
him. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA : 
That i. deliberately done. 

SHRJ PILOO MODY : Shri Jqjivan 
Ram also confirmed il. 

SHRI SHEO NARAIN (Basti) : We 
accept their challenge. Let them have tbe 
mid-term poll. Letthem come on. 1 am 
the chief whip of my party and he is the 
chief whip of his party. '1 accept tbC 
challenle on behalf of my party. 

MR. SPEAKER: We should have some 
proportion of things. Somethinl happened 
inside thoir executive committee meetina; 
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it was a party meeting. Do hon. Members 
want to develop a convention that I should 
take notice of whatever is reported about 
what happend inside any party's meeting? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : No, no. 

SHRI BALRAJ MADHOK (Delhi South): 
There is no question of party in this. 

It is a threat to the House and its 
members. (Interruption.), 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL: On a 
point of order. 

MR, SPEAKER: No. 

SHRI KANW AR LAL GUPTA (Delhi 
Sadar): I have written to you. I want 
to raise a point of order. 

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA : 
T1Jis minority Government has no right to 
dissolve Parliament. What are they taik-
ing about? 

MR. SPEAKER : am not going to 
take notice of what is said inside a 
party. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Will vou take 
notice of what happens inside the press? 

MR. SPEAKER: He has denied it. 

SHRI PILOO MODY : I do not care 
for his denial. These people deny things 
every five minutes (I"terruptiotlS). 

12.46 ..... 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE AGAINST 
THE "INDIAN NATION" PATNA 

MR. SPEAKER: On the 17th August, 
1970, Shri Shiva Chandra Jha had given 
notice of a question of privilege against the 
I"dian Nation Patna, for allegedly publish-
ing a distorted version of the speech made 
by Shri Jha in the House on the 12th 
August, 1970, in its issue of Ihe 13th 

August, 1970. This was the question 
brought up. Sc I am reading out the 
answer. 

I had theu had a letter addressed to' 
the Editor of the newspaper asking him 
to state for my consideration what he had 
ID say in the matler. I have since rec:eived 
a letter from the Editor of the Indian 
Natlo" ~ the 21st August, 1970, 
stating as follows:' 

"The dIstortion in the report is obvious 
and we regret H. But it will be realised 
that the report was sent by a responsible 
news agency, namely,' the uNI and !O 
at the time of editing. the sub-editor. ip-
charge could not doubt its accuracy. We 
have no hesitation in admitting that 
such distortions' cause a great deal of 
misunderstanding and should not take 
place. ~ shall be Pi'ad tl! publish 
such contradiction or clarification as is 
desired. " 

I have desired the Editor to publish 
hi's regret an d' clari ficationin his newSpaper 
and to seM a copy of the relevant issue 
of the newspaper for my information. In 
view of this, the matter i. being treated 
as closed. 

SHRIS. M. BANERJEE: On a point of 
order. A similar case took place in this 
House sometime back. Now, in all fairness, 
and in the larger interest of honest journa-
lism, the UNI should also expre's regret. 

SHRT DHIRESWAR KALTTA 
(Gauhati) I have also given notioe of 
a motion of privilege. 

MR. SPEAKER: Papers to be laid on 
, theTable. 

12.41 brs. 

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 

FORTIITH REPORT OF LAw COMMtSSlON 

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND SOC-
IAL WELFARE (SHRI K. HANUMAN-
THAIY A) : I beg to lay on the Table a 


