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(b) the persons with whom he had
discussions in Delhi ; and

(c) the main points thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
and (b). To meet Prime Minister, Foreign

Minister and high officials in the Ministry of
External Affairs.

(c) Views on internationgl and bilateral
questions of mutual interest were exchanged.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Laying off of about 50,000 colllery workers
by leading coal producers in
Asansol area

MR. SPEAKER : We will now take up
the Calling Attention Notice. Hereafter I
am going to call it Call Attention and not
Calling Attention
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS, AND MINES AND
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METALS (SHRI  NITIRAJ SINGH

CHAUDHARY) : Sir, there has becen a
strike in the factory of the Indian explo-
sivis Ltd. at Gomia from 18 1970. The
State Government had taken necessary steps
to arrange for reconciliation between the
management and the employees of the
factory, Even the Minister for Labour of
the State Government was personally prese-t
at Kathara in an endeavour to find a
solution for the problem. However, all
attempts for reconciliation are reported to
have failed  The strike was declared illegal
by the Government of Bihar on Saturday
night (8.8.19/0).

SHRI S. M BANERJEE (Kanpur):
Sir, I rise on a point of order. The Minister
of State for Petroleum and Chemicals says
that the strike has been declared illegal, I
think this should be reolied to by the
Labour Minister. But he is not present
here and a Minister belonging to another
Ministry replies to that. S.r, you should
ask the Labour Minister to rep'y.

MR. SPEAKER : This Calling Attention
Notice was addressed to the Minister of
Petroleum and Chemicals,

SHRI S. M BANERIJEE : My point
of order is this. This concerns 50,000
colliery workers. Whether the strike has
been declared legal or illegal, it is for the
Labour Ministry to say. How can this
Ministry speak about it 7 Let the Labour
Minisiry say so.

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS, AND MINES AND
METALS (DR. TRIGUNA SEN) : We are
just stating what is happening there.
We have not declared the strike illegal.
We are just stating the facts.

MR. SPEAKER : The Mioister says
that he has not declared the strike illegal.
He is only stating a fact, So, I would
request Shri Banerjee to resume his seat,

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY : Necessary police protection was
also given to prevent any untowazd
incidents. The dispute is reported to have
been referred to an adjudicator. Further
efforts for finding a solution are still being
pursued,
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[Shri Nitiraj Siugh Chaudhary]

Yesterday, the existing stock of 1,375
tonnes has started moving f-om the factory
without any obstruction from the strikers.
This quantity of explosives is expccted to
keep the coal mines of Bengal and Bihar
going for another 10 days or so.

As a consequence of the scarcity of
explosives many coal mines in the Bengal-
Bibar area had to close down and Jlay off
their workers. From available reports, a
very large number of labourers have been
laid off thouvgh the precise nun.ber is not
known. In view of the fact that the existing
stock has been brought out from the factory,
it is possible that the coal mines can be
revived for another short period. If during
this period the pregduction of explosives at
Gcemia is not gesumed, then the present
difficulty will reappear after 10-15 days.

Tte Chief - Smsetary of the Bihar State
Government has been contacted and the
grave situation arisirg out of the large-scale
lay off of 'abourers from the Bengal-Bihar
coalfields has already been communicated to
him,

SHRI S M. BANERJEE : On a point
of order, Sir My point of order is that
this calling-attention notice was based on
press reports that for want of explosives
many thcousands of workers had  been
laid off.

MR. SPEAKER : 1 know that Shri
Banerjee and Moulvi Abdul Ghani Dar are
experts in including anything in the form ¢f
a point of order,

SHR! S. M. BANERJEE : This calling-
attention notice has two aspects : availability
of explosives and laying off of labour.
Therefore it has to be answered by both
the Ministe's. The Labour Minister's
presence is also necessary.

MR. SPEAKER : He has not declared
it illegal.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : I know ; the
strike has been dec'ared illegal by the Bihar
Government. .

MR. SPEAKER : I have already given
my ruling on it. Why are you repeatiag it ?
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : My point is
that this calling-attention has heen admitted
wrengly. It should be replied to by the
Labour Minister,

MR. SPFAKER : I am not going t»
allow such interruptions during the calling-
attention. 1 have already given my ruling.
Shii Banerjee should now sit down.
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“55,000 colliery workers with thice
leading producers”
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“a very large number of labourers
have been laid off though the precise
number is not known.”

agl &1 55 gAR Fzr T W ag T
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DR. TRIGUNA SEN : Sir, the explo-
sives is an essential commodity for the
miniog industry, particularly, in Bihar and
Bengal areas where no mine can work without
explosives for this industry. Due to the
strike in the Gomia Exnlosives tactory, for
the reasons statcd by my colleague, it is
difficult to take out the explosives that are
there in the factory itself With great
difficulty, some stock was taken out only
yesterday. If there are no explosives, no
mine in the Bihar-Bengal area can be
exploited.

SHRI DEVEN SEN : There is no stock
with them,
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DR. TRIGUNA SEN : So long as they
had the stock, they carried on. But the
question is that they never thought of
creating a buffer stock. As soon as the
str’ke was called on the Ist August, we
contacted the State Government. The Labour
Minister is already there trying to negotiate
with the workers. As my hon. friend said,
T am told—I do not know how far it is
true - that because one employees who was
on probation was not made permanent, on
this issue, first the officers went on strike
and then the workers joined them. The
whole factory is now closed.

Now, with a little quantity of the stock
that was available there, 1,375 tonnes, the
work bas started. But we have seen that
if this stock is distributzd amongst all the
mines, the mines can work only for 10 to
15 days. So this is an urgent matter and |
would appeal to Shri Deven Sen, the labour
leader, to go and see that the strike is
called off.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : That is why
we wanted the Labour Minister also here to
answer it,
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DR. TRIGUNA SEN : Only the Labour
Minister cannot do. The Labour leaders
are also to help it. I would appeal to Shri
Deven Sen to realise that if there are no
explosives and if the strike goes on, the
whole mining industry in the country will be
in difficulty and 1 wish he goes and settles it.
Tt is a very serious matter. Unfortunatelv,
this is the only factory which is producing
explosives. There is another one in the
private sector at Hyderabad. But I am
afraid that will not be on full stream before
December next. We have taken two steps
in the matter We have approached the
State Government to see that the strike is
called off. At the same time, we arc trying
urgently to import explosives from abread.
But there is some difficulty We cannot
airlift it. We .are tryiog to get them by
ships but i small quantities. So, the only
way out is 1o get the strike called off. That
is why T am appealing to the labour leaders
to see that it is called off quickly.

Nt frawrw am  (EO9WER) ¢
yeqet wARG, FVTAT @ITAT F ATGU &
g ur-fa7 ag g gar wEar g §
R sAar 9gar ¢ fr aaer
@EAT  FT ACTTFW I A3 FI T
arf S @ AT G Y qagd fy
garaT w39 & =@ Q) a¥ ? g9 g9
AT | §TE A9gT a8 9 AHR 45
EU & & =0 347 77 AN wit =1 gwdw
FQ@ Y AIAT FW@ g Frqwand
A 9 7 WA, 37 A O avEERE @
sTw | s ¥ adt &g B Aar 9 agl ar
®T T T hawr Fwd, § «igar g fw
AagAl § &Y ugew dwr gur §  99F
T @, UN-AA & faw ¥ d5gg
g s™ m‘twﬂ{iﬂ% & fa
T FGH T FI H FT REAT 7S |

DR. TRIGUNA SEN: As I said we
bave requested the State Government to
look into the matter. The Labour Minister
is alrcady there. We contacted the Chief
Secretary there. They are trying their best
to settle the issue. I don't think if I go
thete, it will be of any use  From the other

AUGUST 12, 1970

Colliery Workers in 192

Asansol area (C. A.)

side I am appealing to the labour leaders
to go there and help.

ot frgarw W ushaETw ¥
R F gy T Fw ! AN @aAl ¥
TsFraFw F fodr o Fgrar ?

DR. TRIGUNA SEN : It is not possible

to nationalise all coal industty in the
country
SHRI SHEO NARAIN (Basti) : Only

14 banks they can nationalise.

MR. SPEAKER : M-  Shiv Kumar

Shastri.

SHRI S. M. BANERIEE (Karpur)
The call attention motion is monopolised
by all Shastiis.

oft fira gAR AN (ag) : zw
¥ oagrgst #
gene AgEd, it @i wA S
igardyguag aaar fr faewes
qzral & ot ¥ & g9 sfeargat see
g g wa A7 A @l F AATF
fa g@ qeTd 7Y gAY weal ?, @ 9gy
¥ faargg ¢ st =rfer @ f& AR
freft #1er & a9i qx wAGH T gEArd
Qdr 2 @ F7 § w7 Ar-my TR aF
FRET & a7 T FY g A A wyvar
FIAY FT FI7 I9AT ¥, QA sggeqv
A ;fgd 1 & smaar wgar § 5 oag
aragrt 9z § &4 G F@r AL qar
fFry EAi wr s W@ F fod oy
fedgud? s g axg ¥ EEard
gt acdr 7€ Y wfasy § X wrAaA
FEAF Mm@ E?
DR. TRIGUNA SEN : We are trying to
import explosives and make a buffer stock
for six months for ensuring supply to diffe-
rent parts of the country. At the same
time though, it is not provided in the Fourth

Five Year. Plan we are also thinkiog
seriously to have an explosives factory in
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the public sector. We have already requested
the concerned agency to work out the
details.

o} firq g WeEAt © 9@ 6 WEW
FRA T Earagda Qo ?

To Fqm &1 : TW § AR WA
¥ fragwa 1T &

<} sETEI e (3rgE) ¢ 9w
agieg, & oo & Areagw § @G WA
st & srrAay avgar g f sar ag E@ R
f& dY ghega geadm § @wra
warfag gar & f5 afemr A dReA A
ot st gaar faeeres qerd g A QA
garg aF 7 @Al & fay oaf@ @
arar gt sz g af ¥ @ Quwm N
T9 At &) 37 @3l Y 2 femr @
7T QY Fearg & wea< faaq @ w1 §
37 #1 qegem & gyd v fawr @, fow
¥ gemd gurw g 7 W WW =+
FL FPI FT IARA @ KT @l
qarw?

Zq<r amw § ag SAAT 9Ear g—
Ewaw ¥ gmA ¥ fagr g ak
FAT g A QA 9w § ¥ T
R A cq grary ¥ 99 & qr@ H
g A § At W E @ Sad IW
wre i gar afafmar & 7

To @ AT : A WG A fw
W grEwmfET aR §, 9@ ¥ 1375 @A
HT TTH & TH & I@ F L fAwre
T afgg Fx @ &N 10 faq a% s«
ghar | afsr R wa § fr afs grw
St 7 @ g @ W agd faEwa
grit

Itis a question of the State Govern-
ment and a private industry. The Union
Government does not come into the picture.
We only come into the picture because we
are very anxious that unless the suike is
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called off there will be a great difficulty in
the whole mining industry. So we are
contacting the State Government again and
again and I have been appealing to the
labour leaders also to see that it is done.
Otherwise, the minirig industry in the whola
of the country will be seriously affected.

st Tl fag medt (amm) o
fwy, mrag SF E f A Faw wvaer
&l & fag afer gad wTEET @i A
St § 3% fau ot g7 fasses gamdt
FY wraEasEr At & afy frewrew
934 Iq@eT ALY gT A AyAAT @A @
T T N afew gEd @i W AfE
g WEAYW T AN ¥ WA ¥
FRE1l & g Aqus § aw o
7 g oSty e feafy ¥ O&
Y wewr & wg Y q@Ar smgar
g & @ ¥ fv ngdne we
ifear @ fa@a o ancdt Y aY ag N
wFRHAIfoe SR nfaar ¥ § ag fran
tRq §—agi aF AQ AAFS & ag
qfsqs d7X &1 SR &, TEINE UIH
gfear & B3z 2 @) AN wre gfEar
&7 St I 9T 94T AT A1EY 98 I;
QarAfgg fF I8 ggard N AT
T &1 9e7 F wifw qfas  wEag
@ § o wwas Afas wferd anrma
adf it a3 aF Fgar @@l AT AT
Tl & AAgT A § ITHY fa Rew qxd
7 faed & $Y5 F17 A War | w@iag
§7 ¥ gzl wAEHAT g9 @ wr g fw
oY @Y g AT K NA A E
a1 Wi fagre aER & A9 w8
wrT W aa wT T F fF gEa
g Q) A | WM F@ ¥ Wk
weilz & Yar wregw Avar & 5 ag aveer
wroE & A gerw AT @R feegae #
v fmar nar & oww oo § fE
feegra & ot st wrEen 9mavr § 9@y
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[t <= fag mrest]

A8 A aul @ gFa § A IEY AY
F1q I ?

g ;@I TaddT 7 FH ag A=A g
fF a7 oF $Fzd F W@ WY Fferr=at
T gwemd f&T qar @ ®F §
zafay 1§ gadt d3zd N grewifa
qaTd q414 & fag aedr ¥ oot ewfem
Sy ? oFAr 3@ Fr@ 9T W MEAAHE §
Ft faar frar g ?

DR. TRIGUNA SEN: 1 have replicd
to almost all the questions, that if the coal
mines capnot be exploited many industries
like prwer supply and others will also be
affected. It will affect the whcle mining
industiy also ; it iS a very serious matter,
Because we are interested in the overall
mining and industrial development in the
country we are very much in it; we are
concerned about it ; we are worried about
it. we have also referred this matter to
the Labour Ministry to try and see if they
can come and help to bring about a settle-
ment about this. Theicfore, it is not that
we are sitting quiet.

About the other matters mentioned, this
factory, I am told is of the ICI, which isa
private scctor factory. It is very unfortu-
nate that therc is only one factory now
funct.oning in the private sector for such an
important item on which depends the future
development of the whole mining industry,

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : Take it
over...

DR. TRIGUNA SEN : We have discus-
sed this. We are approaching the Planning
Commission for a factory in the public
sector. Unfortunately the other private
sector factory which is being constructed in
Hyderabad has pot gone on stream. We
are trying to see whkether we can have a
factory in the public sector. We are trying
to see that there is no deficiency in supply
of explosives and that the industry does not
suffer, We are taking all precautionary
measures.
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PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Coir Retting (licensing) Amendment Order
and papers under Coir Industry Act
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