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[Mr. Deputy-Speaker] 
all right. What happened here, the 
whole thing, will have to be referred to 
him. The House has accepted the pasi
tion that before seeking the permission 
oC the House, the Speaker will write to 
the Editor concerned. The Speaker will 
do it in his chamber. So, that is dis
posed of. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: My submission 
is that the editor of the same paper, the 
Maharashira Times was once called 
by the Speaker and he had tendered an 

apology after 7th May, 1968. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKf.R: That 
would be a different matter. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: This is happen
ing for the second time. This paper has 
got a reputation for this ... (/n/erruptions) 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We 
have already decided. With the pro
ceedings, the whole matter will be re
ferred to him. With the unanimous 
concurrence of the House, I am referri~ 

it to him. 

Now we proceed to the next item. 

14.56 hrs. 

RAILWAY BUDGET-GENERAL 
DISCUSSION-Con/d. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now 
we resume general discussion on Railway 
Budget. Mr. Nar Deo Snatak was on his 
legs. Mr. Nar Deo Snatak. 
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[SHRI GADlLlNGANA GOWD In Ihe 
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~ iffnrrm; m ~ ~ lflTT ~ f'li 

!Ifir m iI~ ~ ~ ~<'l' t:i'Jft ar;r ~ ~ 
~ '1~ ~ iI~ OTTf:t ~ ~'lft it am: 

~m f1{~ ~o ~o 'fTfu:r ~ ~ ~ 
1I''lft it (tif 'If) arn<'5' it arT'f 6T ~ 
~ 'liT ~ it I <rnT ;r~l 'fTfu:r 
~~~~~~3R~<'l' ~'IiT 
3ftf~ rn <it ~1{cr ~lt m if OTT 

~ ~ lTT ~1!'f m!f'Ii) mT<!i rn iii 
f~ m ~ ~ fu'!ifT ~ I ~ 
~~r ~ ~T ~ ~~ ml1i't em 
lfi1:ifT ~ t ~ 0Rr0'l'Ti't ~ ~ f'li 
~if~<'f~~~ ;r ~) ~ 

~ ~ Of'\<: ;r ~T 3fT'f ~,Of~ if <it 
~ 'fO'l'fi't iIT~ ~ m ~ ~T <'f~ 

~I 

~ ~ 'fT~i'IT t flfi t.:ff ~ ~ 
ci1T ~ ~ ~, ;r"tfcr ~ ~ <it 
~ ~ ~ 'liT'lf ~ m ~T Ifi<.m 

m~T~ am:~~~T~ 1ft ilif 
'Ii~ ~, ~'liT ~t m 'Ii<: 'Ii~ 'liT 

'IiT1f i!\' m OTT <:U I ~''lillT ~ 
3ftfi't 1{;r <it ;rrcr lT~ '" 'Ii~ '1fT ~ <it 
~~lt m ~ <'I'tlfl i't ~ 
'liTCi't '!'iT i!\' 'IiT1f f'l'lfT ~ I ~ 3ftfi't 
'lfm:![ if ~ ~ 'Ii! ~ ~ ~ 
~'Ii~t: 

"The Bombay railways are also 
studyillJ the feasibility of running 
twelve coach suburban trains which 
would substantially relieve peak 
hour overcrowding." 

ft~tfil;~ ~ iii JA' 

it III .rcr '" fiI; ~ if .ntff IIi't 
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~ f'fi fiIi~ cn:~ ~ ~W 'fiT ~~ 
rn If>T ar)" WiT ~ mmt 
If>T 'fiT1f ~ ~ti <n\lt li'lfT ~ it; 
~~~ ~ ~ ~ mfiI; ~ ~ 
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f'fi li"l"T lf~~ it f~ 93fT ammr;r 
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~ 3l'T'\ ~T ~" !fiT !~ ~ 
rn 'fiT f'f'fT<: ~fflr aT f~ ~ 
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~aT 'l1 I 311fT ~m ~ ~ 
lfR'flll" ~ it C'I~ ~ it; mm 
If;T f~lf;Tll"ffi it; m it ~ ~ ~flf;'f 

~ ~ 'fi~it if; ifT'if~"Ift ~T ~ 
~ fif;1fT ;;mIT ~ I ~ ~ ~ 
it1!T 93fT ail" wlfil ~1.rtrif it on:Ai 
If;TI~ ~ if;<'ftm it 1fT ~ 
C'lr<:Ai If;T am: ~ fit; r""'Tll"T m ;rtf!' 
~T ~ I ll"~ aT ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
if\;fe ;m ~ ~ Oil" lPf Wt ~ If;T 
~ ~ fit; flf;'\Tll"T ~it ifl<'fT ~ lIT 
~T ~ <nm ~ ~h m ~;fh- If;) 
~ ~ if\;fe it ~ ~ I ItlIT 
wam:~If;)~l'I'~ ~ w ~ 
~ amn ifty ~ 'fTf~ flf; ~ it 
~ ifJ"3 mlll If;) '1f <roi "1ft nri ? 
lITf.irlIllf;) ~ ~ rn If;T or) 

ifl"C'I~,~T~If;)'~" rn ~ 
\;fT ~ t, IflIT ~ it; ~l'ftf q"\ ~ ~ 
it; m it 1!iT{~, Iliff iff mroft' 
~ If;T '!iT1f li~ ~ IliT am ~ 
~T~~if? 

~T it; ~ 'fi II'mr it lIT"lIT 

rn ~ .rm ~ If;) " m 
65,00,000 m, ~~ ~ it 
lIT"'IT rn m iR<=r 60,000 m am: 
~t Ift"mf it lfTlfT If;'\it mr ~ 
~ ~ 5,00,000 m ~ ~ I itfiA 
ar1tI' ~ it; ~T ~ If;~ it, fm 
1fT ~ ~ it, Aim 1fT ~ ~ 
q"\ \;fT ifi'\ ~ flf; 't'f~ If;) m 
65,00,000 m ~ mr vd IRnr it; 
~ am: fulr;. 60,000 m m 
~ mr ~-If;;:tt~ it; ~ lIT 
1!~ ~ 5,00,000 m"(Ar (i\' mr 
m Ift"mf it; ~ it ~ ~ ar~ 
II>"t ItlIT 'R ~ t, ItlIT ~ ~ t 
am: \m If;) ~T '1;mr ~ t I 

l{ffifIr it 1fT'\C'lTll" ~t If;T 1fT1!lST 

~ ~~ rrr t flf; w If;T ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~T iftl' ~Prr flf; IIfi 
'Pm!' if; ~ If;) ~ '1;mr.f tt 
\;fTlf I 3l'T'\;j~ ~~ W If;T ~ 

I!i'W ~€I" ~, artT"( 'titi~ 'fTif it; • 
m, f.rif it; 1f'f it iii IRnr it; nmrlif 
it; Ut it ~ ,,~ ~-~;r -tt ~ 
w-ft 111m' ~ flf; ~ ~ 11ft ~ 
If;~ ~ ~'t t-, iii Ifl'mf it; ","-

firlIl <n: f~ ~ IIi'\ifI' ~ " m 
~If;T{<'mI~tttflf; ~ it 
~~, 'ififi IfI'mr .m: "
'Pm!' If;) ~ ~ it; ~ tt 1fI'mr, 
~IfI'mr, ~ ~ I ~ m 
<n: tI' ~ it ~ 'J'I"T<: (Prr, ~ 
~ I filr;p'rrm it; ~t it ami' ~ 
p~ m it; <'I'm am ;j~ omr, • 



267 Budget Rly.- MARCH 3, 1969 Gen. Rly. 268 

[qr ;;rr.t ~ffi;;r] 
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1f>l ~ it>" f~i. iififT ~ ~ q<: <'I11ff 

~, m ~ ~1 ;ri: ITTf~ ~l'i <'IT 
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1Iil~~ ~:a- 'I>"t ~ t 
am~~ 1Iil~~ ~ 

'" I ~~ mti't 1f>l ~ ~~ ~ ;a;\' 

w~ti!ti!t ~~ am m 
If\'mf !!iT ~ Ifi"~, :r.r it>" ~ 

;r,) 3l'fliiF ~f~' ~', ~ iFT ~ ~ 
il'rlITli" !!iT ~ ~T ~ alh ~ 
~i!t ~""';;r;m mf~..rt ~ 
~, ~ ~ ~T ~T<r.r ~T 
~<fT ~, ~ it if"irnT~;r, 'fi"~ ~<fT 
~ fifi ~ ~~ ~ R"if <f'fi" ifl[T 
'if\lrm I 

~ <flti ~ ~ WoF".r~. ~ it 
~«IT ~ f.!; ~'i t m it ~ t 
<'fTrrT '1ft ;;IT ~ ath ~ ~, ~ 
'fiT\lr~'t~~ q<:~~ ~o:fT 
~ I ~ f~ q-~ 'I";;rf it ;;IT tT~ 
g~. ~ it '1ft ~ mr.,. q<: ~ 

galT I mti't ;f.t ~ ~ f.!; t~..mf~ 
it, mif mf~lIl it. ~ ~~ t fffi1; 
'11"1 ~'I1l: ifi11 fif<'fi'f1 ~ I l!ll it lfl! 'I1"T 
~«IT ~ fifi ~~ <i.Tt ~iif~ ~T ~ ~ 
~-~ f~ ~ ~<fT ~, i'fT i'f<~ 
~-tTTfulil 'fi"T ~ 'fi"'I' ~ ~1 ~T 
~ I lIT.ft mIT) t ~~ ;f.t m:t aln: 
Ifi"1f ~ t ~'Wf ~ li~'f ~ ~~<'f 
~t~~~~ft;f.t~ 
~Qf.t'fi"T'fi"Tllm~ I it ~ 
t f~ q<: f.R<r ~ ~ f.!; w ~ 
if f~' ~: lIT iI'TO ~ w tm1: ~ 
f'fi" flnrT if ~'fi" f~ ~r ktrr ~ I 
~ ~~ it>" mti't 'fi") ~1Il t iifr't 

it;;IT~Tt, li'lit ~t~ 
it w m it ~) iifT(f ~ rrl~. ;a;\' i!t 
It if~ ~ I it llTtr ~. tTT fi!i ~ 
mI!iT<'f .~ t ~q;U. ~ it>" 

3f!tim:T, ~ ~-'ITf~ it>" "*'" 
~ arr1l" ~'Ift ~ <'fW it>" m1f 

~ if Q;1fi ~ fffif ;ii ~ ~ iJlf 

~ fit; "Of mti't ~ '1"Wrfiflll 'fiT ~ 
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'ifTf~ I 

it ~ '" f-.r ~ I!lif iii 1fTif-
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~~, 11ft i'tit 111. IIil ~ 
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~ ~ ~cft ~ fit; 1r't ~ <'OtT 
~~~~~~ ~ 'ilmT 

~~ am: ~!fiT~~fit;~ 
~'f~'if1~I~ mf 

19 ~ ~ m ",4 ... ,f(41 11ft 
~ ~, ;rn ~crrO!" 'fiT ~ rn 
~fut; ~~i!fi"lf~i!fiT;;rr;:r ~ 
1IR m:IT!fliT am: ~ ~ lfilf...,-u 
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~ ~ ;;rr;:r;n .... r~ ~ f'fi 'flIT \r.f ~ If'f 
it ~ ~ am: 'flIT lfir W ifR: it ~ 
I!iVfT $ I 

lfT;;;m- lI'~'I ~ It ~ 0fTll;n • 
fit; ~ '!it :it ~i'Il<"f ~, ;rn ~ 
~ !fiT fit;cr;rr ~ ~ I ffif~ 
qrif IIIh ~'I 'fTif ~ ~ ~rm iI>'t 
fuifiTlrn QTcft ~ f'fi lIfG Q~ ri, crt 
oi'tlJ't 'fiT ~f'f ~iJT ~ aft<: ~ ~ 
of~m 'fiT 1~ ~tiJT ~ I It zf'll"'T 
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1966-67 it ~ it ~iJTO!" ~ 'firo:!I 
4,157 rot-~ Qt '!if III"h 1967-68 if 
9,303 m- ifm ~ '!if I ;rn if fqy 

~: "i\rn;;Rn: am; If;r-q ~ 
q;;w 1:1; f~<'C am; ~, 1966-67: 
4,157" arh "1967-68: 9,303" I 

M~w'fi'T ~ it ~l '!it 
~ ..m: ifhm:'I ~ 'fiT<:~ ~ R;:r 
~ ~ '!if, IflIT W ~ ~ m'll 
mmffif~ t?~,~, 
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~ ~ '!if ..m: 1967-68 if ~ q-~ 
1,60,01,000 f~ ~ trif I ~ ~ >Ill 
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~ I 
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513 ~~, 1966-67 if 553 ~ 
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~cfuf~~~~~1 it 
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...~m~~am: ... ~ ~ 
m~1 
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~'IT ~ 1J~ ~ t fit; ~ 
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it ~ 'til ~ ~~ lIiT lIiTlJ ~ 
m m;:: It'lil ~l!:R<r ;::);:ff Pr<l'f iii;:: rn 
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iii<: fw, ~~ fit; .... )f ;T~"{ 'iT, ~i:! 
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8l'T'Ifi R ~"ro;r 8l'T'Ifi ~ m 1966. 

67 I ~~ if; ifr't if ~1 11~~ 
~ ifffl ll~ ~ if; ml1it ~ fit; w 
~ i1IT !fliT !l:ifTl:IT ;;mrr ~? 'flilf'l> 
w~if~~~~'I>T~T 
3ftR fm tn: ~T ~ ~ crT \1:<:T-<p:T 
f;rriro<:T ~~ ilTi 'H TIm llf ~ ;r 
f'Ii' fm 'filf"fl'U 'H arh: ~;;IT ~ 
ifTcf 'l>li'fThlil 'Ii'T ~ rn 'l>T 
ar~T if i<'lTlft ~T ~, ~ ~ 
3ftR ~ if; m>r1t <ro 'l>T ~ ~1<ft 

aih ~ We '1'<: ~ it ~ ~TcrT crT 
m<:T ifrn Iifl"CIi ~) ~;ft fit; ~~ if; 
'I>!WI' 3T¥T<:, 3fr1'<: m;:r q;)<: 8l'T'Ifi R 
~ ~, 'l>lfm;r mq; ~ ~tT if; 
~ ;;IT f;;n:iro<:r rnfr ~ ~ f'l> ~ 
~~ ~'I> <tiT ~~ ~, ~ iI1i if 
~ arf~ ~~ ij' ~T;r fullT ~ m<: 
~ ~~ m 'l>f11l!;r<:..n- f~'fiTl«f ~ 
f'l>~if;mr ~if;~ mfT 
~ f"fl'Qmr '1» ~~ ilTi 1t ~;:r ij' $f 
fullT ~ m<: m~ ~ 'tit ~ i1IT ~ 
~ if; ~ if~ if<:if ij' '(~ if~ 
~ I ~ ~'I>Tif<r ~ I ~ crT arnr Q;'I> 
.mrlifl"Cli~~if~~ ~f'Ii' 
w~'I»~'Ii'<: 3lh ~ 'l>T ~) 

~~ ~ i1IT ~ '1><: ~)~ 
~~~if; ~ <ro ifVlT 
~am~'I»~ m 
mfl' ;;IT IflTlI' ;rn ~ ~, ~ ~ 
~~~I~'Ii'''t ;;ft mm t 
~ <tiT;;;<:rn ~ fl'S'll; ;;r) ~r 

~ ooA ""~ ~ !til ~ori't 'Ii'!' 
'liT11 ~ ~ I 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
R. L. CHATURVEDIl: Mr. Chainnan, 
Sir. 1 wiD take only five or six mlnulel. 

The Mini~ter of State will reply to the 
other points. 

Shri Dohra derired that the Kota
Chitor8arh line should be taken up for 
construction. A fresh traffic assessment 
has been ordere1 to assess the financial 
prospects of this line. D:cision regard
in8 the construction of this line will 
have to await the reassessment. 

Shri C C. Desai stated that the work 
on Hassan-Mangalore line is extremely 
slow. The work on this line is being 
matched wi th the progress on the port 
project, and the line is expected to be 
completed to coincide with the commi
ssioning of the port. The present pro
gress is 30%. 

Shri Venkatasubbaiah desired the 
construction of a new line between 
Dhadrachalam and Kovvur. The earlier 
survery report of this new rail link is 
being brought up to date to take into 
account the latcst developments in the 
area and to assess the justificalion for 
the construction of this line. 

A decision regarding the construction 
of this line can be taken only after this 
assessment has been made. 

Shri Vankat asubbaiah also desired the 
conversion of the metre gauge line bet
wc!n Guntur and Macherla into broad 
gauge. Engineerinll and traffic surveys 
have been undertaken to assess the tra
ffic justification and the financial 
implications of the conversion of the 
Guntur-Macherla section from metre 
gaUlle to broad gauge alonll with a new 
broad lIauge line from Nadikude to 
S!Cunderabad. A de:ision regardlnll 
this conversion can be taken only after 
the survey reports are completed. 

Some hon. Members raised the point 
of restoration of Rohtak-Gohana line. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH (Rohtakl : 
The Rohtak-Oohana-Panipat line should 
be restored this year. This is the most 
imponant railway of Haryana. It Is a 
most economical line and the Minister 
has already promised iI. So, it should 
be restored th is year. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : This 
Rohtak-Panlpat line was a full line which 
was dismantled. A part of that has now 
beeh restored. The demand not only of 
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Chaudhuri Randhir Singh but of so 
many hon. Members who have spoken 
is ...... 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: It is in 
my constituency. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : It is in 
his constituency and he has been stressing 
this point continuously and persistently. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: He pro
mised to my constituents in a meeting 
that it will be done. Dr. S~hib has 
also agreed. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : About 
this I can say at this stage that we will 
seriously look into it and see if economic 
viability can be achieved by connecting 
it to Panipat. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: Thank 
you. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : At pre
sent it is an uneconomic line. Now this 
point has been raised and It is our inten
tion not to dismantle this. We will try our 
best to see H by restoring it upto Pani
pat it can be made economic. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: Within 
two years. 

,,) 1]0 11'0 ,"0 (~;;r): ~ 

~ it 1l'ili it 1I''fr 'I1~T<=lf ~ t;I!i' 
~~~~I ~~ '111 ~ 
~ If1T t;I!i' os~;:r '-l1;CT-~;:r ;m;f, 

~ f<'!'it ~ lf~iti'C it '1ft ~ 
fiI;ln t fit; ~ 1f;) lff~ ~ ~ flIm 
ron ;;rTlf ~T ~ if ~ 'fil1m ~ 
~m~I~~m~f'ti 11'~ '11~ 
~ ~~ iI> m if '111 ilh: 'ti~ aJ1~ 
~ ~ ~ '11;:~ ~ ~ m ~~ ;m;f 

'Ift~if~~1 I 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: 
cannot say about all the lines like this, 
but since the hon. Member has mentioned 
this point, I can assure him ......... 
(Inltrrupl/on). 

SHRI M. A. KHAN : It is a very 
Important poInt. The State Government 
has sunested the extension of this line 
up to K8sllanj. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: About 
this I have to suggest humbly that it is 
our intention not to dismantle any line 
without mature consideration. As for 
the particular line mentioned, we will 
certainly apply the same principle as we 
are applying to Rohtak-Gohana-Panipat 
section. Not only for this line but for 
any other line generally the intention is 
that we will try to make the lines 
economic. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: Do not 
make my caso weak. You have agreed 
to my request. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: Then, 
Shri Anthony Reddy mentioned that 
trains had been slowed down after the 
railways were taken over by the Govern
ment in part icular on the Arkonam
Madras and Guntakal-Guntur sections. 
Abont this I have to say that the average 
running time of trains on Arkonam
Madras section at present is less than the 
average run ning time of trains in 1946. 
This is in spite of the fact that against 
only 10 mail/cxprc,,/passenger and 20 
suburban trains each way in 1946, there 
are at present 18 long distnnce and 36 
suburban trains running each way on 
this section. 

On the Guntur-Guntakal section, how
ever, it is true that the average running 
time of passenger trains has increased by 
about 8 per cent since 1943. This has 
increased due partly to the increase in 
the number of trains from one pair in 
1943 to three pairs at present and partly 
to provision of time for engineering 
works, such as, renewal of track, strenl
thening of bridges etc, at prescnt in 
progress. Efforts will, however, be made 
to reduce this. 

Shri Reddy desired the transfer of the 
Guntakal Division of Southern Railway 
to South Central Railway. Iron ore for 
export which constitutes major portion 
of traffic on this division moves from 
the Hospet region mainly to Madras. 
Coordination between the Madras Port, 
the Madras (Royapuram) Division and 
the Guntakal Division is, therefore, 
absolutely essential and can best be 
achieved by retaining Guntakal and 
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Madras (RoY".puram) Divisions under 
one zonal administration, viz., the 
Southern Railway. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALILA 
(Gauhati) : On a point of information. 
Regardins this division also, all the 
Members from Assam submitted a 
memorandum to Dr. Ram Subhag SIngh. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: This is 
about the Guntakal division. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : This is 
about the Guntakal Division. It is not 
about the divisIonal system as such. 

SHRI NAMBIAR (Tiruchurappal1i): 
The train is in Guntakal now ; it will 
reach Gauhati. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: The 
suggestion was that this should go into 
South Central Railway instead of 
Southern Railway. This is an old thins .. · 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA: Is it 
accepted 1 

SHRI R.L. CHATURVEDI : This is 
already in force. 

SHRI NAMBIAR : Will it go back 
to the South Central Railway 1 

SHRI R. L. CHA TUR VEDI: It is 
not possible. It will remain in the 
Southern RaHway. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: We welcome it. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: Another 
point mentioded by Shri K. N. Tiwari 
was about the position of wagon manu
facture. He was a bit aprehensive that 
our wagon industry will suffer. In thIs 
connection I have to say that in 1966-67, 
orders outstanding at the beglnniDI of 
the year were 27,075 and output was 
16,500 wagons; in 1967-68, the orden 
outstandinl were 26,895 and the output 
was 13,956 and in 1968-69, out of 26,439 
outstandiDI orders. the output anticipated 
is 14,500 waJOns. So, It will be ICen 
that there Is no chance of any fear that 
the waJOn industry will suITer. We have 
enouah orders to place and we will ICC 

that walDn industry does not suffer. 

Another point made was the persistent 
d;mand about one deluxe train to HoweBh 
via Patna. Since Rajdhani Express has 
started runninl from 1st March, 1969, it 
has been decided that one deluxe train 
will go to Howrah via Patna from ht 
April. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: Let it be from 
2nd April. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : It will 
run from here on Fridays and the same 
train will come back on Sundays. 

Another point raised, not in this 
House, In several memoranda that I have 
received is that this train should 10 via 
Varanasi. We wanted that. But ope· 
rationally It was not possible. I can 
assure you that, in future, we will take 
Into account this factor also and we will 
try, if possible, to do our best in that 
connection. 

Then, the hon. Member, Shri Indrajlt 
Gupta who is not here today raIsed a 
point about giving of a contract to a 
labour co-operative society in Bllaspur 
division. He said that some favourItism 
or something was being done to a parti
cular contractor and that the Railway 
were departing from the established 
policy of giving preference to co-operative 
societies. In this connectiOfl'; I have to 
say that no favour has been shown nor 
will be shown to any contractor ... 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KAL1TA : To 
a private contractor. 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : To any 
contractor, whether public or prIvate 
contractar. 

In this particular case referred to by 
Mr. Indrajit Gupta, it was decided that 
open tenders be Invited and In that the 
Society had also lIven its tender. 
Weilhinl all the thin,., takinl everythlnl 
into consideration ... 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA: The 
question is whether co-operatives will be 
Ii ven preference or not. 

SHRI A. S. SAIOAL (Bilupur) : Here 
it was the lowest tender. We do not want 

to run It at a lou .. .(ltllerruptlons). 
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SHRI R. L. CHA TUR VEDI : There 
are two things here. One is what Mr. 
Saigal has said, that it was the lowest 
tender ... 

SHRI NAMBJAR: How does he 
know 7 

SHRI A. S. SAIGAL: Those who 
are representing told me. 

SHRI NAMBIAR : That is a private 
thing. How did he know about it 7 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA : He i, 
in league with the contractor. 

SHRI A. S. SAIGAL: They cam, to 
me. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALlTA: The 
cat is out of the bag. (Interruption). 

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: The 
moot point is whether the Railways give 
preference to co-operative societies or 
not. About contracts of a value of 
Rs. 1,20,000 and less, the policy is there. 
We stand by that. But, while standing 
by that policy, we have also to judge 
the background of any society which 
has functioned; we have also to see the 
working of the society. This p>rticular 
society has not had a goo:l record. But 
I can assure the hon. Members that we 
will not depart from our stand In giving 
preference to co-operative societies, but 
we will certainly weigh the past record of 
the society and will sec that justice is 
done. H w~ find that preference should 
not be given to a particular society, natu
rally in that case there will be open 
tenders, and in open tenders, the 
lowest tenderer will get it. In the 
case, that particular society also gave 
its tender, and it was gi ven to the 
lowest tenderer. To remove any 
misapprehensions in the mind of hon. 
members, I may asoure them that fult 
justice will be done and all instructions 
will be fully gone into. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA : What 
about creatinll divisions in N. F. Rail
way 7 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry I 
cannot allow this. 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA: On 
a point of information. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : No, nO. 

MR. HEM BARUA. 

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai): 
The Railways are a vast network and 
from that stand point are the most 
massive public utility services in this 
country. The responsibilities of the 
Railways lie not only in collecting 
resources but also in discharging their 
duty towards the travelling public. 
Whatever that might be, the Railways 
must become more dynamic and more 
efficient; there is no doubt about it. 

I welcome Dr. Ram Subhag Singh to 
his new responsibility. Dr. Ram Subhag 
Singh has beea described by an American 
paper as a man who walks slow but 
thinks fast. He has also been described 
as the future Prime Minister of India ... 

SHRI NAMBIAR : A fonner Railway 
Minister became the Prime Minister of 
Indla-Shri L~I Bahadur Shastri. So, 
there is a preceden t. 

SHRI HEM BARUA : The American 
paper has described him as a very 
dynamic man. I only hope that he will 
impart some of his dynamism to the 
working of the Railways. 

Before 1924-25, the railway budget 
was part of the general budget. Now 
it is an independent budget. But this 
independence does not mean that it 
is independent of the general economy 
of the country also. The railways have a 
fundamental responsibility to discharge 
towards gearing our economy in the 
interest of the country as a whole. 
Therefore, although the railways have a 
separate budget of their own, it is not 
independent of the economy of the 
country. 

When I read the railway budget pro
posals, I do not find in it any encoura
gement to gearing up our general econo
my. On the other hand, it tries to 
sustain and nurse the belief about the so 
called recovery in our economic trends. 
The Railway Minister himself spok~ 
of a S'7 per cent recovery in industrial 
output and indicated a surplus in the 
budget. This surplus in the budget has 
come in four years, no doubt. 

When Shri Poonacha was Railway 
Minister, he also envisaged a surplus 
of Rs. 1 crore. Now Dr. Ram Subhag 
Singh envisages a surplus of Rs. 1.91 
crorcs. This is a very meagre, illusory 
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surplus. What is the difference betw.:en 
the two surpluses? O.le is of Rs. I crore 
and another of Rs. 1.91 crores. 

SHRl NAMBIAR : 91 per cent more I 

SHRl HEM BARUA: Whatever that 
might be, this fond hope of Shri Poon. 
acha was dashed to the ground by sub
sequent developments. I only hope and 
trust that the found hope nourished by 
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh will not also be 
dashed to the ground by later or sub· 
sequent developments. 

Is the improvement in the finances of 
the railways reflective of the efficiency 
in the operational or administrative set. 
up of the railways? No. We must 
remember that in the Fourth Plan period 
also, the railways will also have to dis
charge a lot of responsibilities. Apart 
from carrying raw materials, they shall 
have to lift finished products also, and 
the machinery of the railways must be 
geared to that effect. 

It has been said that 20 per cent of the 
carrying capaei ty lies idle. But why 
should we forget that there is an increase 
in the operational ratio also? It was 
74'4 per cent in 1963·64 ; now it is 81.4 
per cent. 

Now the Minister proposes to curb 
all unremunerative expenditures. He 
should not only do this but should cut 
down all expenditures that do not produce 
anything. 

There is another phenomenon. Alth
ough 20 per cent of the carrying capa· 
city lies idle. there is, no doubt, a 
shortage of wagons. Because of this 
shortage, foodgrains meant for different 
parts of the country to f~d the starving 
and famine-stricken p~ople, flood·stricken 
people, could not be carried in time. I 
remember IS,OOO tonnes of foodgrains 
were allotted for Assam during last year 
when flood ravaged the State, but only 
7,000 tonDes could be moved from Cal
cutta to AS!I8m. The rest could not be 
carried because no wagons were avail· 
able in time. That is the trouble. 
Therefore, to place much reliance on 
these improvements will be to place 
relianc:e on an llIu!Ory thinl. 

The hon. Minister has said that the 
financial position of the railways is 
somewhat better. I do not know on 
what he bases his optimism. At the 
same time, some of his subsequent 
remarks might belie that illusion. 

One most encouraging thing is that 
passengers fares and freight, are not 
raised. At the same time, we must not 
forget the dark hint in his speech where 
he has talked of raising resourcts. 
Raising resources must not mean an 
increase in the passenger fares or traffic 
freight. At the same time, we must not 
forget that there was an increase by 10 
per cent of all passenger luggage traffic 
-of passenger rates and freights. A 
few days before the Railway Budget was 
presented to the House, this happend. 
It is a clear instance of by·passing of 
Parliament. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh is 
a known democrat, and I have so much 
of trust in him. He must fiod out how 
Parliament can be by-passed by these 
clever manipulations of his depart· 
ment. 

16 hn. 

There is a proposal to ra tlonallse 
the freight structure. It mu.t not mean 
increase in freights or fares. If th.re 
is an increase, I think that will be omln. 
ous. 

The Budget proposals also say that 
there will be increase in ordinar) work. 
ing expenses by Rs. 26 crores. A t the 
same time, he says that there would be 
an increase of Rs. 4.20 crores so far as 
fuel is concerned. Since coal has been 
decontrolled, do the railways have to 
pay more for coal, or is It because of 
the fact that 20 per cent of the coal Is 
pilfered on the way before reaching the 
delivery points? Pilferage has beeome a 
permanent feature of the railways. I 
want to know whether strict vigilance 
has been exerted to see that it i. stopped 
so far as the railways are concerned. 
I do not know what he is doin. In that 
reprd. 

The hon. MinIster speaks of reducinl 
expenditure which is unremunerative. 
It Is a .ood thinl. but at the same time, 
is there not duplication in his Miniltry. 
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His ministry has an army of oFficers like 
any other ministry in the Government 
of India, but at the same time he has a 
Board also to look aFter the affairs of 
the railways. In spite of the existence 
of this Board, ticketless travel is on the 
increase, accidents arc there and the 
trains run late, and there is 'no profit 
also. I would say that the Railway 
Board is redundant, and it should be 
wound up like a sheet of paper, because 
it is a honeycomb of bureaucracy and 
nothin, more. When the army of 
officers in the ministry cannot look to 
welfare of the railway travelling public 
or cannot run the railways well, what the 
is the use of having a Board which has 
also failed in its primary tasks. 

The railways lose annually Rs. 22 
crores due to ticketless travel. Nine 
lakhs of people travel witdout tickets. 
What a stupendous sham. to this coun
try. 

The TTEs have their own problem. 
They have been deprived of looking after 
the reservations of two-tier and three-tier 
sleeping berths in the coaches. That 
means it will aCfect their promotion. 
That has to be looked into they should 
be treated as running staff in which case 
they will get certain advantages which 
they are not getting now. With a set of 
discontented and dissatisfied people, it 
is not easy to run the railways. 

The Railwaymen working in Assam 
have to face great di[fieulties, as they 
had to during the Chinese a,gression and 
during the operations against the hostile 
Naglls. We have to recognise this 
Cact. 

There is another section of worke," 
under this railways, that is the co.1trol 
staff. Two pay commissions have sugg!led 
that there should be a lift in th~ir salaries. 
Have the Government taken a~y notice 
oC that? The Railway B)ard had by
passed that mercilessly, although the 
Railway Board is convinced of this fact. 
The work of the cOltrol staff is strenu
ous and no attention had be,n paid to 
that. 

There were several questions raised on 
Ibe floor of the House about pilferage 

of railway goods. Electric bulbs, door 
handles and looking glasses are carried 
away with impunity from the compart
ments. Who are responsible Cor that? 
India expects every man to do his duty. 
It is done? These arc small matters to be 
looked into. I was travelling from 
Mariani to Gauhati one day; after two 
or three days I travelled on my return 
journey in the same compartment and 
found that the looking glass was missing. 
In the course of two ways, somebody 
had taken it away. Arc there any 
railway men responsible for the safety 
of such railway property? Should not 
somebody be held responsible for this 
pilferage? It has become a pennanent 
feature of the railway and that pains me 
most to say so, whoever might be guilty. 
There is pilferage of coal and other 
railway property. Nobody should forget 
Ihat the 10,1 property is to be replaced 
and involves lakhs of rupees, money 
which has to come from the poor tax 
payer's coffins, if not coffers. 

The railwaymen demanded rationalisa
tion of their pay scales according to 
the need based minimum wage. But 
the Government derecogniscd the railway 
union. Can you solve any problem by 
de-recognition? This de-recogni tion 
should be withdrawn. What happens? 
The Han. Home Minister has given 
some concessions by one hand and had 
taken them away by another hand. 
About 350 p~rsons in Assam had arbitra
rily been transferred from their place of 
duty; 1,200 are still under orders of sus
pension. There are thousands of others 
in the country who are either under orders 
of transfer or on suspension. You 
cannot serve the country or the railways 
with a band of discontented men. When 
pilferage takes place, I would like 
the railway protection force men to 
shoot down anybody who is found 
in the process of removing steathily 
railway prop:rty. But what docs that 
force do? It goes on shoot
ing the innocent railway workers and 
their wives and children. I saw with 
my own eyes injuries of women and 
children in New Gauhati and Mariani 
caused by the bullets and beatings of 
men from this for~. It is stranse; 
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because their husbands went On stri ke 
on 19 September 1968, these women and 
children were beaten I I have seen the 
IDJUrieS on their bodies. All the 
communal and racial ire had been let 
loose on these women and children 
becau~e they happened to be Bengal 
women from East Pakistan. I do not 
want to describe it further; that will be 
too much. 

The report presented to us on acci
dents had come down. Have they really 
come down? When accidents happened 
in Assam, there was a ready excuse that 
it must have happened because of 
sabotage by the Naga hostiles. But 
have they ever cared to examine the 
track condition In Assam? Never. 

Now, when an accident takes place, 
what happens? The work of enquiring 
into the accident is entrusted to the 
railway officers themselves. The hang
man is asked to give a verdict on the 
man hanged I That is what is happen
ing in this country. Therefore, the real 
truth about the accident does not come 
out. Has the real truth about the 
accident at L.1khiserai station in which 
18 persons were killed and some injured 
come out? It has not come out. 
Everything is hushed. Everything is 
hushed up in the lap of the Government. 
that is the trouble. 

Then there is the divisional scheme. 
This divisional scheme was announced 
whi th a lot of flourish. But what is 
there about the divisional scheme? The 
Government says that the divisional 
scheme will improve the performance of 
the railways. In those railways which 
have the divisional scheme, in what way 
is the performance of these particular 
railways which have been enjoying the 
benefits of the divisional scheme better 
than the performance of these railways 
which do not or did not have the divi
lional scheme? Nothing. What is the 
divisional scheme for? Assam has 
been robbed of her righ tful share of the 
railways. Out of the 5,225 km of 
railway track On the Northeast Frontier 
Railway, 2,091 km fall within the State 
of Aaam, and yet A .... m is neglected. 
Why don't you make a divisionaJ head-

quarters? You have only one division, 
namely, Lumding. Why don't you 
make a division for Gauhati and anothor 
for RanBiya to serve the people liviD, OD 
the northern banks of the Brahmaputra 7 
(Interrupt/oil) • May I tell you that nelli
pnce of Assam is a keyword In the 
dictionary of this Government? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINOH: Not 
In the railways. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: In the 
railways also. Railways are a part of 
this Government. You are neglecting 
Assam as much as you can ; you do not 
take into account the stratelic importance 
of Assam and you do not take Into 
consideration the fact that Assam Is a 
backward State. You go OD DelleetlDI 
that State like anything. That Is tho 
trouble. 

Do you know there has been a demand 
from the people of Assam for a broad 
gauge line up to Dibrugarh? Why do 
you by-pass this damand ? What a 
simple demand is it? It is just an 
exteDsion of the broad gauge line. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute 
more. 

SHRI HEM BARUA Yes, Sir. 
I am concluding. I would like the 
Ministers' speech for one thinl: He 
has spoken about the insane attacks on 
the railways. The railways have been 
the symbol of authority and now they 
would be more so because Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh is there. Whatever that 
might be, any attack on the railways or 
aDY property-and p'operty today is not 
Government property, but it is public 
property, and ewrythinll is public 
property and nothintl il Oovernment 
prop:rty-is bad. Everythlnll is public Is 
prop:rty in the context of Indep:Ddence. 
and any attack on it i. bad for the 
country. Therefore, we must take a 
very seriou~ note of this. In order to 
protect railway property, I would 10 
so far as to sUllest the imposition of 
a punitive tax on the people IIvlDI 
round the railway Itations. Why shnuld 
~ple flO over the railway tracks and 
railway stations and dama,e the railway 
property like that? A bu. bumt, a 
rail",.y station or a railway WIIOD 
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burnt, is a part of India burnt, 
and it is a stup:ndous shame for the 
country. 

I congratulate the Rlilway Minister 
on his pointing out the insane attack on 
the railways. At the same time, I 
hope and trust that he would be able 
to infuse some of his dynamism into the 
working of the railways. The railways, 
nccd one thing: Improvement and 
efficiency. When I talk of improve
m:nt and efficeney, it embraces effici
ency on all fronts. Thank you very 
much. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir ..... . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Oilly five minutes. 
I have got a list containing 23 nam,s 
from the Congress Party. I requell you, 
therefore, to conclude within five minutes. 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH (Rohtak): 
Yes, Sir. It is a matter of pro;ound 
gratification and encouragement and con
fidence that Dr. Ram Subhag Singh is 
presiding over the destinies of our 
railwaym:n, and I would very much hope 
that things would take a better turn. I 
may make a few suggestions with your 
permission and I hope that the Railway 
Minister would look into them and 
implement them if he finds them viable 
and wise. 

Firstly, it is about the R 1i1way Puhlic 
Sorvioe Commission. There is a law of 
inheritance and succession prevailing in 
the railways for appointm!nts. A railway 
officer's son becomes a railway officer, 
a clerk's son becomes a clerk, a gu .. d's 
son becom=s a guard and so on. The 
han. Minhter being a kisan and myself 
being a humble worker or the peasantry, 
I submit that 80 per cent of the posts
bill and small-should be filled by re
cruitment from the peasantry. The 
railways should becom: kisan-oriented. 

My second complaint is about certain 
difficulties of the army people. The 
."eRllth of the army has been m )re than 
doubled, but the reservations in railways 
for them are scanty. Our j~wans trav
elliRII from N 19a1and or Kashmir have to 
stay on the platforms for days and niahta 
before thoy let accommodatio.l in the 

trains going to the interior of the country 
to meet their kith and kin. We say, 
"Jai Iawan, Iai Kisan" but my personal 
experience is our military men do not 
find accommodation in trains. Kindly 
see that the reservations are increased 
four or five tim:s. What prevails now 
is the old British pattern. 

Then, I come to th, difficulties of 
peasants in regard to canals, channels and 
drains. Whenever a farm,. applies for 
Irrigation channel and your railway line 
intervenes, he has to wait for years and 
decades. In these days of food shortage, 
such red-tapism and procedural delays 
should be cut down. 

At present, when there is a bridge, 
the expenditure on the side line to be mot 
by the p~santry. I submit that th! ex
penditure should be mot either by the 
railways or by the State Government 
concerned. The peasants should nllt be 
burdened unn'!ccssarily in this m:lOncr. 

16.18 hr •. 

[MR. DEPUTy-SPEAKER ir III, Chairl 

Then, I find that railway lands are 
leased out indiscriminately. Would the 
han. minister sec that landless peasant, 
Harijans and ex-servicemen are allotted 
these feMile lands on either side of the 
railway lines? If there are any rules 
which arc causing hardship in this matter, 
he .hould rem lYe it. If you cannot allot 
it, you can entrust it to the village 
panchayats concerned. 

The hon. minister was kind enough to 
show us the Rajdhani Express. It is very 
good. But that is meant for rich people, 
M.Ps., etc. What about humble poor 
people? There should be a third class 
RajdhBni Express for them. You can 
call it Jant& Express. Kindly let him 
examine whether this proposal will be 
viable. 

Cominl to uneconomic lines, there 
is the Rohtak-Panipat line. It has been 
restored only upto Gohana. You are the 
architect of this. Would you kindly 
restore the remainiRII 20 miles also? The 
holy nam. of our late Prime Minister, 
SlIrl Lal Bahadur Shastri, i. associatocl 
with this line. You were kind euoll8h to 
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make a promise. The Deputy Minister 
also went to my c:o,",stituency and made 
some promise. You also made a promise 
to me at different times when I made my 
submission to you. Would you kindly 
make this announcement unequivocally on 
the floor this House that this line from 
Rohtak to Panipat in this great Haryana 
State, a State of jawans and klsans, a 
State of disciplined soldiers, will be 
restored fully within two year? 

Since you are in charge of this 
Ministry, something rovolutionary should 
be done. Would you kindly see that 
either the Railway Board is entirely 
wound up or it is made more democratic? 
We want to see that you function as the 
real Minister, the most democratic 
Minister and your writ runs throughout 
the country. We do not want the orrieen' 
raj to run in the Railway Ministry. I 
wish some change for the better comes 
about. You can yourself find o~t the 
alternative. Either it can be a corporathm 
or something else which we may call an 
advisory body. What should be the 
substitute or alternative for the Railway 
Board J leave it to you to decide. J only 
want that Dr. Rwn SubhBa: Singh should 
be the person to ovorhaul the entire rut. 

Then I come to the question of 
over-crowding. This over-crowding Is 
due to ticketless travelling. Kindly 
catch hold of the ticketless travellers, 
big or small, and do not spare 
them. Every penny not paid is a national 
loss. He may be a leader, a member of 
Parliament or a member of the Legislative 
Assembly. But If he is travelling without 
a ticket he should be punished. Fight 
against ticketless travelling should be a 
battle of the nation. Over-crowdiaa: is 
due to tIcket less travellinl. It has 
became a fashion in this country. I would 
request you to deal wi th it in a more 
firm manner and Ke that this tickellea 
travelling is put an end to. 

Another thinl I would like to submit 
is kindly restore public confidence in the 
railways. Whoaevcr theft: II a talk about 
railways lhere is meation aboul 
robberies, dacoitial, Iddaappiol and 10 

on. DurinI the Brilish days this used 
to be tho .. reat transport. I would 
1'«1110$\ !he Minister III F> round 

pro bone public, to 10 round iltCOllDlto 
and see things are improved. The In
crease in the incidence of cnme is deplo
rable. I would request him to see that 
confidence is restored in the minds of 
the people. It Is ultimately the reputa
tion of Ihe railways that Is sufferfDi. 
The roadways are making dividents at 
Ihe bad reputation of the railways. 
Kindly see that something is done. 

I now come to my own constitUllley, 
Rohtak town proper. There are displaced 
persons who have settled down in a place 
known as Gandhi Camp. What a name 
and what a camp? And who are the 
people residing there? About 30,000 
people from West Pakislan and some 
people from East Pakistan are 
staying there. They are very patriotic' 
people. You have to consider a small 
request of theirs to extend the Gohana 
Panipat line 10 Ihdr camp. A request In 
this connection has already be:n made 
10 the Ministry. ThaI may be sanctioned. 

Then, in Shilakedi there Is a halt 
station on panipat-Jind line. That should 
be taken over as a flail sIal ion. 

I am sure all hon. Member admire the 
persona Ii Iy and Ihe sweet resonabloneaa 
of the new Railway Minister, who is 
friendly to all. I have no doubl that 
when he comes to present his next rail
way budget he will declare that all the 
suggestion and proposals which we have 
made this year have been implemented 
so can know that he is a man of action 
and he docs whatever he says. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
PARIMAL GHOSH): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir I rise to intervene in the 
railway budget discussion which hal been 
lOing on for the lut few days in which 
many hon. Member have participated. 
During the course of the discussion 
many hon. Members have eJtpreued 
tbeir concern aud also liven valuable 
suuestions. I relTet very much that 
I was nol present for a few daya durl ... 
the discll5Sion as I was slii/ltly Indllpol
ed. But I have lone throlllh all !hi 
papen and I have carcfu\ly DOled lb. 
suueatio .. , t:ODI11ICDta IIIId concem .-
pressed by various memlKr, abtMlt ~ 
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[Shri Parimal Ghosh] 
working of the railways and their .h·)rt 
coming. 

It is trne that there arc many short
comings in the operation of the railways 
In the matter of both goods and passenger 
traffic. It would always be our endeavour 
to rectify as quickly and efficiently as 
possible these shortcomings so that the 
difficulties faced by the people may be 
eliminated. But when we look at the 
problems we shoulC: also look at the 
background of tho stressess and strains 
that the economy of the country has 
undergone during the last few years. 

Before I go into tho details, I would 
llko to mention that though we had a 
doficit budget in the railways for the last 
two years, the basic financial position of 
the railways remains quito safo. I would 
like to make this point vcry clear. The 
railways have never incurred any loss in 
their operational expenses. They have 
also not defaulted in their liability to pay 
dividend to the general exchequer. 

In our country railways is the largest 
public sector enterprise in which about 
Rs. 3,000 crores has already been invest
ed, It is the goneral desire of the House 
that the railways are run on a purely 
commercial basis. Though we wish it 
very much that the railways should be 
run on purely commercial basis, it is a 
fact that we cannot ignore many of 
our social obligations and we 
cannot forget that rai Iways are also 
a public utility concern. 

For the last so many years the railways 
are carryinll vast commuter traffic in the 
suburban sections where we do not cover 
even our operational expons,s. There 
are many other fields where we quote a 
low rate e.lI. food, fertilizer, cement, iron 
oro and coal. Then, we give very heavy 
concessional ratel for items meant for 
oxport. 

In many other countries the~ aro 
Items which are met from the ..,norat 
exchequer but in the railways we are 
meet/nl the .. thinll' for such a lonl time 
because we had a bill cushion to meet 
them. But under the present condition. 
It CODStitutes a heavy strain on the al
ready lilht filWlcia\ conditIon. of Ib.e 
railways. 

When I speak about the railway's 
financial position I would liko to say 
that in last two years we had just struck 
a bad patch because of the unexpected 
full in the dovelopment of the country's 
economy. I am sure that with tho curront 
recovery the position of the railway'S 
finances will improve to a very great 
extont. 

Now I would like to deal wito some 
of the financial aspects that bave been 
mentioned particularly by my hon. friend, 
Shri Nambiar, and also by Shrl C.C. 
Desai. Shri Nambiar particularly men
tioned that the deficit of the railways 
was fictitious as the contribution to the 
Depreciation Reserve Fund was unscienti
fic and that the rate of dividend pain to 
general revenues was excessive. 

Regarding the Depreciation Reserve 
Fund I would like to mention that in 
this we have followed the recommenda
tions of the successive Railway Cdnven
tion Committees since its inceplion from 
1945 till 1965. 

SHRI NAMBIAR; That itself is 
unscientific. That Is my point. 

SHRI PARIMALGHOSH: What is 
the basis of allocaling a Depreciation 
Reserve Fund 7 The main purpose of 
that is that we have to take up certain 
replacement works and this Fund is 
specifically meant for the replacement of 
the depreciated assets. So, if there is 
any shortfull in the Depreciation Reserve 
Fund, it will only mean that we will oot 
have sufficient money available even to 
take up those replacement work which 
would be absolutely necessary from the 
point of view of operations. 

Regarding the contribution 10 the 
general revenue, here also we simply 
follow the procedure mentioned and 
recommended in tho succossive Railway 
Convention Committee up to 1965. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: What is the 
scientific basis tbero ? 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: or that 
Convention Committee the Mombers of 
Parliament wore members and it has bom 
~ in the House. We are simply 
folloMnl the recommendations of that 
Comn"itee. 
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SHRI NAMBIAR: That by itself 
does not give it a scientHic basis. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: W~ 
have 5Ct lip a new Convention Cl)mmi-
tlee so that the new Convention 
could be co-tenninous with the Fourth 
Plan period. I think, Shri Nambiar is a 
member there and whatever criticism 
he has, he will get ample opportunity 
to put forth his viewpoint in the next 
Convention Committoe. I will be very 
happy, certainly, if by his Intervention 
the dividend liability is reduced. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: It Is nat scienti
fic ; it is not sound. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : Shri 
C.C. Desai has referred and has shown 
his concern about the industrial revival. 
On the basis of what we have mentioned 
in the Budget speech, we have thought 
that 8 million additional revenu: earning 
tonnage would be acheived this yelr. 
It is based on the fact that from 1st 
April to D,cember, 1968. we have al
ready lifted 5.5 million additional reyenue 
earning tonnage. 

From the report the we have so far 
receivcd of the working in hnuary, 
1969, it is apparent that we have already 
lifted about 1.4 millbn tonn .. of addi
tional revenlle traffic which will total to 
6.9 million tonnes and which will have 
leave a difference of only 1 million and 
odd tonnes to achieve the additional 
revenue of 8 million tonnes for which 
we have yet full February and Much. 
So, the basis on which we have ba~ed 
our anticipation is correct. This is al~o 

an indication of a nonnal and a gradual 
revival of the eco~()mic developm,nt in 
the country. 

In regard to some of the works pro
grammes, my hon. friend, Shri P. Venka
tasubbaiah. .1<0 m=nthnec that th, 
Railways, in planning their new lines or 
in their developm!nt, should not b, I 
guided purely by the idea of a pro'it 
incentive or a profit motive. A~ I have 
already m,ntioned, though I wish very 
much that the Railway. could run pur~t~ 

on a co-nmorcial b,.i.. I have al", 
atated that there are so mlny locial 
obligations which we ~n ~pe. But 

even then, whenever we have to consider 
the construction of few lines, we cannot 
escape thinking that we have to take 
into consideration that the railways capa
city to cater for the increased tralTic 
in futurc may not lug behind. But 
at the same time we must not undertake 
the constructio" of a line which may 
be unremunerative in future and may 
cause heavy drain on the public ex
chequer. So, the basic creteria of what 
we have planned out In the Fourth Plan 
period are that the development should 
take place basically on the idea of a 
Qualitative improvement, not purely on 
Quantitative expension. If we could 
achieve that, there will be a better and 
maximum utilisation of the assets that we 
already have. On the basis, we have 
taken up a perspective plan for the 
coming 10 or IS years. We have pro
grammed that in respect of some of the 
meter-gauage sections in which we find 
that, in future. the traffic that is likely 
to be generated will be vary heavy and 
It may not be po"iblc for the existlna 
metre-gRuge sections to take up that 
load, we can, gradually, convert some of 
the main arterial metre-gauge section 
to broad-gauge sections so that wet can 
avoid the inter-change points and bollle
necks of transhipment and we can avoid 
many of the pilferages and other thlna' 
that are happening today, On that 
basis. we ha ve a Iso decided that in the 
Fourth Plan period we will take up at 
loast 1400 km. for conversion from 
metre-gauge to broad-gauge. 

Regarding some of the other line. 
mentioned by S~ri Venkatasubbalah, my 
colleague, Shri R. L. Chaturvedi, has 
already replied. 

Another point that Shri C.C. Desai 
mentioned was that we should give top 
priority for doub:ing instead of spending 
money first on any other ron'ttrucllon 
or to operatiolal affairs. To .orne 
extent, I agree with the logic that haa 
bron put forward by Shri Desai. But 
the fact rcm.in~ that doubling of broad
gauge lines becomes very cxpC'"'oivc. 
The average cmt per km. of broad
gauge doubling will account for about 
R •. 9.5 lakhs today. So, before we 
CODIider could all doublinll, we .bauld 
try to find out whether Ihe caapell)' 
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[Shri Parimal Ghosh 1 
could be increased by any other m~thod, 
by Improvi~g the signalling or by intro
ducing dieselisatlon or by improving the 
methods of C.T.C. so that instead of 
going In for d~ubling, we can increase 
the existing capacity of a single line to 
a very great extent. Even then, in the 
Fourth Plan, propose to take up 
about 1,770 kms. of doubling of the 
lines. 

I would like to refer to the points 
raised by Shri Indrajit Gupta regard ina 
Darjeeling-Hlmalayan narrow gauge 
Ilno and also Mal-Domohani line. 
am sure that Mr. Indrajit Gupta knows 
that the Darjeeling-Himalayan line is 
runnina at a very heavy loss and the 
traffic that we get there is very I nsigni
ficant. During the unprecedented floodll 
that had taken place in north B,ngal, 
the damage that had boen caused there 
and the breaches that had occured there 
are sO vast that we have to have a re
thinking and make out a programmo as 
to how best we could recommISSIOn 
this line. We want to recommission 
this line from a completely different 
ansle, basing it purely from the tourist 
point of view, so that the re~ommission· 
cd line could be a model one and could 
attract more tourists and also increase 
the traffic position. For that, we are 
now under consultation with the Minis· 
try of Tourism and Civil Avi~tion; they 
are also going into the matter, and as 
soon as we get their report, the construc
tion of that line will take place. 

Relardlng M11-D~mohani line, the 
Mll-Lltaguri sectio, has already been 
raeommhslon:d and trains have started 
m~ving. Regarding the other part of 
MlI-D )m~hani line, that portion is very 
heavily damaged because of the ravalles 
of the river; the course of the river is 
so uncertain that even now it has not 
been possible to find and locate what 
could be the final 10.:8 tion of the resto
ration line. This mItter has also been 
taken up by tho Mini;try of Irriga tion 
& Pow", and they have already consti
tuted a Study T ~am who are going into 
tho entire arel to find out what could 
b: tho final solutbn to stop that kind 
of a ravalp in Cuture. Oaly aftor \bis 
report iI brollaht Ollt, we will take up ~ 
construction ~f ~~at line~ 

Now I come to a vory imp::>rtant 
point, i.e., the Calcutta Circular 
Railway, a matter which has been 
discussed in this House and also 
outside the House for such a long 
time. It is very necessary tha t I make 
this point very clear. This point 
was also raised, a few months ago, 
as a half-an-hour discussion, and I 
was seeing very carefully the uttor 
frustalon of many of the members over 
our not being able to spell out In 
concrete terms what be the real 
obj.ctive, what Is the real 
intention of the Railways, about the 
Calcutta Circular Railway. At that 
time also I had mentioned that we 
had taken up the matter with the 
Planning Commission; they had consti
tutod a Metropoli tan Study Team and they 
had submitted a report and that report 
was under consideration. W~ have cO!lsi
dered that report and on the basis of 
that, we had long discu .. ions with 
the Planning Commission. We had 
made It very clear to the Planning 
Commission that the position of the 
suburban traffic in Calcutta and 
Bombay had almost reachod a chocking 
point, and that unles> and until 
something was done, it would be 
difficult for the Railways to maintain 
even the existing services. The 
Planning Commission, I am very glad 
to say, have gone into that matter. 
realised th, difficulties, appreciated 
the p3si tion and have allotted a fund 
outside the Railways AlIotm,nt. I am 
very glad to announce th1t we are, 
going to take up that Ii ne and for 
that, Wo have allocated a certain sum 
for the final location survey; the final 
location survey is aiways necessary 
wh.n w, want to take up the final 
co'lstruction of a particular line. This 
final location survey may take from 
six moaths to one year, bllt hl tbe 
meantim" we can go ahead with the 
construction. But here thore are 
certain points which I would like to 
bring to the notice of the hon. 
members. My hon. frlood, Mr. 
Inderjit Gupta, is not here. Out of 
the to:al exp~ndi lur.: of Rs. 29 erorO! 
th .. t has been envisaged for this 
construction. Rs. 4 crorei will be 
spo:ifically required for land &equlsi. 
Jlon. It is not only a qu:stion of money. 
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The alignment will be passing through 
Calcutta's built-up areas, and hefore 
coming to a conclusion, I personally 
passed through these alignments and 
scrupulously tried to see that we took 
the minimum areas which had been 
built up so that the difficulties to the 
people could be at a very low level. 
I can mention here that out of the 
total requirement of land, only 20-25 
per cent will be on developed area 
and I am sure the development Trust 
will hand over to the railways free 
of charge the rest of the land which 
Is not built up and the PorI 
Commissioners will give technical 
sanction for only allowing our line to 
be built up on their land because 
most of our sections will be on their 
land. Only it is a question of a 
technical sanction which could be 
given at a nominal rent on a long 
lease basis. This point also has been 
cleared. I hope now that the main 
point regarding the circular railway 
is covered anJ the mailer has been 
finally settlcd. 

Now I come to one of the staff 
matters. Shri Nambiar has already 
mentioned about some points raised 
in the Kunzru Committee report of 
1962 where they have specifcally 
mentioned that in some sections 
there has beon some shortage of staff. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: The Wanchoo 
Committee Report, first part. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: In 
that report also they have mentioned 
that it is a fact that there has been 
some shortage to the ex tent of 5 per 
cent at that time, but it hao been 
diminished to a very great extent, and 
it has come down to 1.4-3 per cent 
in some of the categories. I have no 
doubt In my mind that this shortale 
also is being filled up as early as possible. 

The other poin t relates to tbe 
19 September strike. Out of tbe 
total number involved in this strike, 
approximately 90,000, 73,000 odd were 
permanent and 16,000 temporary. In 
accordance with the decisions taken 
by the Cabinet, the first thiDg we 
have done is to issue instructioos that 

all those staff w1:o were retrenched
that is, either permanent or tempDrary;"'" 
purely on the ground that their 
participation was confined to absence 
from duty on that day, should be 
taken back. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: 
not boen implemented. 
trouble. 

But it hal 
That is the 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: To 
that extent, they have implemented it. 

Regarding some permanent and 
temporary staff still under suspension, 
their number is 3,700 odd. Some of 
them have already been taken back 
and some cases are under consideration ; 
many more will be taken up. There 
are some cases still pending in courU. 
As soon as these cases are complete, 
I can assure the House that I will 
review these cases, and wherever 
possible ...... 

SHRI NAMBIAR: There are allO 
cases which are not in the Courts, 
cases of departmental suspension. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: Thore 
are some such cases, I will review 
them and wherever they relate to only 
absence from duty or other minor 
infringements, they will be considered 
for relief. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Too value 
and general. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: The trade unions 
passed the resolution concerning the 
strike. Therefore, tbelr leaders should 
not be classified a. those who illlltlp-
ted the strike. They must come under 
the normal procedure. 

SHRI KIRUTTINAN (SivalBDja): 
Even temporary staff are under 
suspension. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: Some 
of the temporary as well as permanent 
staff are under suspension. Their 
total number is about 3,700. 

Out of that, 400 we have already 
taken back. Some of the other 
cues will be reviewed, and they will 
be taken back. 
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SHRI NAMBIAR: Why should it 
be half.hearted 1 There must be 
generosity. Start with a clean slate. 
The rail must run. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH; I can 
assure Shri Nambiar and my friends 
that we will certainly look Into this 
matter and show such leniency as 
possible, and we will consider and 
settle the matter as early as possible, 
becau~ it is not my intention to hang 
on this point and go on discussing it 
on every occasion here. 

SHRI BALRAJ MADHOK (South 
D~lhi): You arc talking of a 
leneral, blanket approach. That Is 
not a correct approach. I would 
request you to scrutinise every ca~ on 
merits and decide quickly. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: That is 
exactly what we are doing. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: Six months have 
passed, and the employees have 
suffered enoush, and if he wants to 
delay the whole thing again in the 
name of going into each case, 3700 
cases will take a long time. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: Out 
of 90,000 now it has come to 3,000. 
You cannot say it is beina delayed, 
and even those cases where there are 
charges are also beina reviewed, and 
many of them have already been 
taken. The rest are under conisderation. 

SHRI S.M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): 
The Home Minister said the other 
day that cases where no violence is 
Involved, will be sympathetically 
considered. My only appeal to the 
Railway Minister is that tr there Is 
no violence or moral turpitude, they 
should be taken back. 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: They 
will be taken back. I will check up the 
cases where violence is notin volved, so 
that such cases are concluded quickly. 

My senior collealue will reply to 
the other points. 

SHRI JAIPAL SINGH (Khunti) ; 
We have been hearina about this 
drcular railway for Calcutta for I do 
IIOt know how many years. I would 

like to know why they have never 
thought of an underground railway. 

SHRI PARI MAL GHOSH: I am 
very glad the hon. member has 
raised this point. The last time when 
I was a nswerina the half-hour dis-
cu~sion, I myself mentioned that 
thoullh we have now decided to 
take up the circular railway, the 
circular railway is not going to ,olve 
the problem of Calc~tta, It might 
ease the problem to some extent, 
That point We have further discussed 
with the Planning Commission and the 
Planning Commission has agreed and 
allolted a separate fund, and we have 
decided to undertake a techno-economic 
survey which we are going to take 
up in 1969·70 for underground 
railway ar.d ultimately for Caeutta, 
Bombay and Madras and Delhi also 
so thta these things also could be 
taken up. The construction work 
would be taken up within the fourth 
plan pedod. 

SHRI S.M. BANERJEE: This IS 

being delayed only because it is 
circular. It Is coming back to the 
same point, that is the difficuhy. 

SHR! K. M. KOUSHIK (Chanda) : 
Though the speech of the hon. Railway 
Minister While presenting the budget gave 
us a sigh of relief. still after going 
through the speech I feel that there are 
certain important omissions in it. For 
example, if we read the report of the 
Railway Board for 1967·68 with regard 
to the amount of compensation that is 
belns paid by the railways for pilferage, 
loss, damale and delay, it looks to be 
abnormal. In 1966-67 it was Rs. SAS 
crores, whereas in 1967-68 it is Rs. 7.22 
crores. Both the reports of the Railway 
Board and the speech of the Railway 
Minister arc silent on what they have 
be:n doing to reduce this muunting 
burden, and we cannot be complacent 
about it. It is mounting every year. 
It was previously Rs. 2 crores, it went 
up to Rs. 3 croTeS, and now it is Rs. 7.22 
croros. At this rate I think in 1968-69 
it cannot be anything less than Rs. 8 or 
Rs. 9 crores. This is not a small sum, 
and we have to plUS all the loopholes. 
Otherwise, the railways will not have a 
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fawurable budset, and they will be open 
to criticism. 

My hon. friend Shri Hem Baru~ has 
already mentioned about pilferage of 
railway property. There was a news 
item which appeared on the 22nd of last 
month in one of the Hindi newspapers. 

It says that a railway servant ap
proached the railway protection force 
and brought to its notice that wagon 
looting was taking place and that it must 
be stopped in the Balharsha railway 
y:u-d. The railway protection force 
man asked him in rum: what have 
ynu to do with It? If people 
want to take things from the 
yard, let them take it. Why should 
you come in the way? When the 
informant approached the ordinary 
police also, they gave him the same 
reply. The man was helpless. There 
was a big news item in papers. I 
request the hon. Minister to take 
note of it and get the matler thoroughly 
Invesligated. It will be difficult 10 
conlrol or stop pi! ferage unles! !uch 
people are punished. Not only i! 
property lost, but the railways 
have to pay compensation for tho!IC 
losses. This particular instance had 
been highlighted because it is not 
really desirable that officers belonging 
to the railway protection force and 
the ordinary police force who are 
expected to be guardians of !uch 
property are not only not doinll their 
duty; and on the other hand they 
are aiding and in fact helpinll luch 
thefts. This is deplorable. One of 
the reasons why this happens h, they 
are stationed at a particular place for 
a long period of lime. They must 
be transferred every six monlha; 
otherwise they acquire vested interetts 
in the pins of the wagon lootera. 
Transfers from place to place after 
every six months of the R.P.F. and 
police personnel will not create such 
VC!ted Interests. 

Other railway staff also, should 
nol be retained at one place for a 
IODIL time as they may create vested 
Interesls in thoac plll(:Cl, by mid.,. 
up wi th the local gooodu as and 
othen. The hon. Minister Ibould 

examine this proposition and ICC what 
best he could do in such cases. 

It seems that big railway yards in 
Nagpur and other places are manaaed by 
the armed military auard.. In those 
yards crores worth property Is kept. 
I understand reliably that after the post
ing of such guards, there has been con
siderable reduction in looting. I SUILPst 
that similar lIuards be posted at other bll 
railway yards so that they may patrol 
those yards. The RPF people are no 100d 
because they are hand in II10ves with 
those looters. I hope the hon. Minister 
will take note of this lugllestlon. 

Mr. Hem Buu! referred to MOllalural. 
It has be:om, a public scandal. Thlnp 
stolen from the railw~y yard at MOllalurai 
are freely sold in the bazers there; the 
purchasers are all receivers of stolen pro
perty. The arm:d guards should b, posted 
and should be authorhed to shoot at slllhl 
persom found under suspicious circum
stanc", after su~s.t and before daybreak. 
Oth,rwhe th:fts will not come down and 
the public cxchequ:r will 110 on payilll for 
the mischief of these p!uons, We cannot 
also otherwise stop the looting of walolU. 
If unfortu~ately anyb:>dy dies or is hurt 
and the mln is prosecuted, it must be the 
re.po~sibility of the railways to defend 
him before the court of law. 

Another kind of fraud is 1I0inil on 
under tho open delivery system. Suppose 
some flve pairs of shoes are short In a 
packaae which is already damaged, at 
the time of lIivlnll delivery of the packale 
there Is a deal betw~en the consiinee or 
th: person who takes dellvory and the 
station master. It Is SUlLaested to the 
station master: "five palra are already 
short but you put the number as fifteen." 
So, you take five and I will take five ; 
This sort of fraud is 1I0fnil on. This 
matter should be seriously considered and 
the claims in reprd to the damalle on 
p:rsonal deliveries should be made before 
the railway maafstrate and once In a 
week. This must be irubted upon In 
ed, ord:r to ICC that this fraud il checked. 

J7.n. 
Even In the matter of loadllll and 

unIoadiDI the railway ltaff It absolutely. 
callous. They do not inspect the W1IIODI 
with the r~ult that the property IS damq_ 
aod the railway will bavo to pay for the 
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damage. In such cases wherever there is 
negligence caused due to the inaction of 
the railway officers, very serious action 
has to be taken against the persons con
cern~d. These are the several types of 
deficiencies, and unless the,e are plugged: 
the huge amount of compensation that the 
railways are paying for loss, pilferage 
and other things cannot be stopPJd at all. 

Then there is d!lay in the transit of 
good. Which is another factor that is res
ponsible for the railways having to pay 
compensation. There is the bogey which 
is known as the divisional balance of 
wagons. Each division has a balance 
tarset of wagons. Because the traget 
exceeds and one railway does not receive 
the !IOods train from another division or 
another railway and thu s there is no free 
movement of the g(lOds, wi lh th~ result 
that there is delay and delay means there 
is compensation to be paid for the delay. 
This bogey of the divisional target being 
exceeded and for that ear, no goods trains 
is received from one division to another. 
Unleas this is rectified, there cannot be 
any free movement of trains and unless 
there is free movement, we cannot mini
mise the delay in transport. 

Secondly, there is what is known as the 
journal system which was scrupulously 
observed in the past. That is, the guard 
had to mai!ltain a journal in which he 
would faithfully mention what happens 
trom the time he took over to the time he 
hands OVer ; whether there was any delay 
and who was responsible for it if there 
was any, whether it was a mail train, 
passenll.r train or a goods trains, he has 
to record it in the journal. He would 
make a note of all these thinlS. After the 
journal was received, it was b,ing scrutinis 
cd at the divisional level and action was 
taken against the persons who are found 
to be responsible for causing the delay in 
the movement of the train. But today, 
the journal is somelimes observed and 
sometimes not, and it is not sometimes 
scrutinised, and nobody is taken to task 
for any delay. This journal system has 
lot Ireat Importance in the control of the 
mo,'oment of the trains. This must be 
introduced and scrutinised carefully and 
relularly, and the persons who arc res
ponsible for delayina the trains shOUld be 
dealt with promptly. 

About the control, Shri H!m 
Barua said something. The controls 

are actually mlm,d by i:texperi-
cuced mono P(eviou~ly, only a_ant 
station masters and experienced guards 
u "d to b, put in charg, of cO:ltrols for 
th: run>ling of trai.lS. Today, there is 
direct recruitm:nt and with ju,t six 
m >nth's trainins, poople arc allowe] to 
operate these controls, with the result 
that for want of mlturity, understanding 
and e,p,rienc" the controls are not 
warked properly. And what ultimately 
happ:ns i; that somotimes it so happens 
thit tho Orank Trunk Express, for 
example, i; mide to halt for half an hour 
and a good' train i< given preference and 
u~lcis th, gOJds train is cleared, the 
Orand Trunk Expr"ss cannot be lot 
aheld, This is the position that is 
obtaining today. and u11ess experienced 
p:ople arc alloweJ to man the controls, 
thing. cannot improve; and this is a 
mllter which has to be taken into 
account. 

Lastly, arme" guard, are required 
to b~ p03ted in the gaurd's van. 1 have 
com~ acro~s C.LSO; wh~r..: gaurds have 
complain"d to m: that people stop the 
trai n an" loot the wagons; the guard 
is single and he has nothing with him, 
he cannot bo a match for the goondans 
and he has to remain a silent spectator. If 
you really want that the componsation 
which is paid should be reduced, you 
have be!n given armed guards for 
the gUlrd, and they must travel alonll 
with the guard in his own van so that 
the guard can take courage and be able 
to face these 1I00ndas who are lookinll 
the trains in between two railway 
stations. 

For reducing ticket less travel, it is no 
u.e depending on railway people. If the 
railway officers think that their staff are 
honost, they would b~ mistaken. If you 
really want to reduce ti:ketless travel-it 
cannot be eompletely elinminated-it can 
be done only by surp,lse checks by 
mlgistratos who can be requisitioned 
with the help of the State Oovernment 
and the Hilh Caurt. I made this sug
gestion when Mr. Poonacha was Railway 
Minister. Maai,trates can be requisi
tioned and there should be surprise 
chocks by them without informilll It. 
railway staff. Only then It can be reduced, 
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The running allowance has been 
fixed at Rs. 3.80 for 'A' gUlrds, Rs. 3.70 
for 'B' guuds and Rs. 3.60 for 'C' 
guards. 'A' and 'B' categories of 
guards put together form only IS p~r 
cent and the rem.lining 85 per cent are 
are 'C' guards. The duties of 'C' guards 
are absolutely different. 'A' and 'B' 
guards work only on passenger and mail 
trains whereas 'C' guards work on goods 
trains. There is no knowing when the 
goods train will come and go. In the 
case of 'C' guards on goods trains, 
threre is a lot of pre-departure deten
tion, waiting duty and cancellation of 
train. All these handicaps are not 
there for 'A' and 'B' gU1rds. With
out taking all these things into consi
deration, a bare minimum of Rs. 3.60 
has been fixed for 'C' guards. They 
should be gi ven some compensation for 
the factors I have just mentioned. 

To give some incentive to the guards 
there should be some sort of promotion 
for them. Today there is absolutely no 
,cope of promotion. Previously they 
had a chance to go to the control. Now 
it is not possible. 'C' guards have no 
scope even to go to the 'B' grade. 
Therefore. the scales of pay of the guards 
should be ungraded, so they can have 
some incentive to work satisfactorily. 

Wi th these words, I request the Han. 
Minister to sec what best be done for all 
these thing •. 

SHRI R. K. BIRLA (Jhunjhunu): 
Sir, Mr. Parimal Ghosh has just now 
stated that the railways are trying to 
move 9 million tonnes of additional 
traffic this year. From the speech, J 
find that for replacing old and worn out 
waggons, they would require 8,861 new 
waggon. this year. The budget provides 
for 9,220 waggons. If my information 
is correct, to move one million tonnes 
of traffic, they need about One thousand 
WDgOns. Therefore, I canoot understaad 
how they can move another 9 million 
tonnes of additional tiamc if they are 
lIoing to place order only for 9220 wall
gons. Out of which 8861 are to neplace 
over-apd and worm out wallllons. 
If they are sincere about carryinll 
9 million tonnesof additional traffic, they 
should immediately place an ell!nl order 
for 10,000 walllODl withoul any doIay. 

Shri Chaturvedi was mentioninll some
thing about the orders for wagons. I 
do not know from where he got the 
figures. I am certain that there are 
wagon factories in the country which are 
starving. Those wagon factories must 
be asked to manufacture wallon without 
any further delay. 

I appreciate that tho Railways have 
been able 10 move 1.7 million tonnes o( 
wheat (rom Punjab and Haryana within 
three months. But J have to make a 
comment on this. This was done at 
the cost of other traffic like coal, cement 
and soda ash. I am sure the han. 
Minister will take into account thaI 
is to be done we must place the orders 
for wagons without any delay. 

In my speech last year I had drawn 
the attention of the hon. Minister to the 
bottle-necks at the transhipment poiots, 
which was a very important subject. 
1 am iliad to say that conditions have 
improved to a IIreat extent at Vlrasram. 
I must also say that there has been no 
improvement whatsoever, accord Ins to 
my knowledge and experience, at Delhl
Serai Rohila, Hissar and Bhatinda. 
B,cause Rajasthan is having a lot at 
cement factories in the Fourth Plan, 
Rajasthan is not able to consume its 
entire production of cement in the Slate 
Itself. Most of this cement 110M to 
western U.P., Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir. There
fore it is very essential that we must have 
all the facilities of !nlnshipment at 

·Delhi-Serai Rohila, Hlssar and Bhatinda. 

Before I conclude, Sir, ) would Ilkc to 
make some practical sUllllestion. for your 
kind consideration. If they arc implemented 
) hope they will be in the interelt 
of the railways, in the inlcrest of the 
public and in the interest of the country. 
Firstly, in Saurashtra rellion and Gujarat 
State I would very stronilly request you 
thaI diesel locomotives should be used in 
all Iypes of Irains. Locomotives run by 
coal are very very costly in the sense thaI 
coal COlts Rs. 80 per tonne whereu 
dieael oil is easily available In the area, 
Even if it is imported it will be cheaper 
than coal. Secondly, I_ l:Oal for 
locomotive will relieve some capacity (or 
olher JOO<b to move. Thirdly. lasl lime 
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I had drawn the attention of the Minister 
to cOMe<:ting Pilani to a railway station. 
Pilani has got a unIversity, which every
body knows. It has got a research insti
tute. Besides that, it has got an indus
trial museum which, I am sure, is one 
of the best in the country. It is a histori
cal place and I would request the Minister 
that whenever finances improve he must 
connect It to a railway station. 

Everybody in the House knowns about 
the Khetri Project under the pubiic 
undertaking. Government has already 
approved the proposal to have a railway 
line at Khetri. But the progress there I 
find is very slow. I do not know whe
ther Khetri will be connected by a 
railway line before the public undertaking 
goes into production. If it is not done 
it will be bad planning be<:ause produc
tion will be there and the railways will 
find it difficult to move that production. 

I want to say something about the 
financial side. The Railway Reserve 
Fund stood at about RI. 63 crores on 
31-3-1966. It has come down to near 
about Rs. I crores. I think the situution 
is not very happy and something has to 
be done about it. Regarding Develop
ment Fund the situation is worse, be
cause the entire amount has been con
sumed and the Railways had to borrow 
money from the Finance Ministry to the 
extent of Rs. 45.80 erores. 

Regarding development rebate, all I 
say is that though you have budgeted for 
a figure of Rs. 100 crores, you were able 
to provide only Rs. 95 crores this year. 
At the same time, you say that the 
budget shows a surplus of Rs. 2 crores. 
If only you had provided Rs. S cror .. 
more for development rebate, your ac
count would have shown a loss. I would 
say here that for the safety of the people, 
for the emeient working of the railways, 
for the improved and load working of 
the railways, the assets of the railways 
must be kept in tip-top condition. All 
assets like locos. tracks and rail. must be 
replaced in lood time. They should 
not remain even one minute lonller than 
their normal life. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shrl 
Raghuvir Singh Shastri. He will have 
five minutes. 

SHRI BASUMATARI (Kokrajhar): 
Sir, nobody has spoken from Assam 
SO far. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: As I have 
already pointed out to the whips con
cerned, a number of States have not yet 
participated in this discussion. Secondly, 
two Ministers have intervened today, 
one after the other. There should be 
some plan. Now DMK has to be liven 
time and also Jan Sangh. I will try to 
accommodate as many hon. Members as 
possible. 
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SHRI P. M. MEHTA (Bhav-
nagar): Mr. Chairman. I congratu
late the Railway Mi;Jister, Dr. Ram 
Subh'g Singh, for presenting a Budget 
which dJes not impose further taxes in 
the form of a ri,e In farei and freight on 
the comm)n mm, producers. mauufac
turers, CO.lsum::rs or other groups. It 
lelves at the end of the coming financial 
year a smlll surplu,. It is a healthy 
sign. Pe Jple have well received this 
Budget. 

For want of tim' I will only deal with 
some important points. I have come to 
know from reliable sources that the rail
way administration is considering about 
the removal of the narrow guase lines. 
Out of the total length of narrow guage 
lines in India, two-thirds exist in my 
State, G ujarat. The,e lines are very 
useful lines and are the connecting links 
between the rural and the urban areas, 
between village', towns and cities. For 
want of all-weather roads the.e are the 
only availab'e m,ans of communication 
for the rural public and the towns people. 
It is beyond a shadow of doubt that if 
the railway administration would remove 
these narrow gauge lines, it would be a 
retrograde stop on the part of the 
railways. 

The removal of the narrow guaae lines 
will create a very adverse effect on the 
entire rural economy and it will advenely 
affect the economy in urban area also. 

Over and above aU this, I am of the 
opinion that neither Government of India 
nor the Railways or even the Slate 
Government should withdraw any smal
lest facility which is once provided to 
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the people. Not only the Railways 
should not remove the narrow-gauge lines 
but they should not even try to remove 
a water hut which is once provided. 1 
hope the Railways will not take an 
absolute narrow materialistic outlook but 
will first consider the problems of the 
people. 1 may also mention here that 
the State Government has opposed the 
idea of the removal of the narrow-gauge 
lines and, I hope, the railway adminis
tration will not ignore that opinion. 

Now, I would like to refer to one 
vital point which was also touched upon 
by the hon. Member, Shri C. C. Desai. 
l! is regarding the construction of Bhav
nagar-Tarapur broad-gauge line. This 
is a very useful and important line not 
only for Cujarat but for the whole of 
India. By this line, the weslern most 
part of the country will be directly con
nected with the rest of India on broad
guage. So far as 1 know, the survey 
work of this line is over. The Western 
Railway authorities have finished the 
survey work, so far as I know. It will 
not be out of place to mention here that 
1 am constantly pursuing the matter and 
I am happy to say that the then Railway 
Minister, Shri C. M. Poonacha, and the 
Minister of State for Railways, Shri 
Parimal Ghosh have taken pains to ex
pedite the survey report. Now, 1 think, 
it is with the Railway Ministry here. 
My submission is that, if it is so, the 
hon. Minister should expedite the matter 
and finalise the project of Bhavnagar
Tarapur broad-gauge line. I may 
mention here that the State Coverument 
have given the top priority to the con
struction of Bhavnagar-Tarapur project 
broad-gauge railway Ii~e. Not only that. 
The State Government had assigned 
special work to one or two high-raak 
officials who have furnished all the 
relevant data regarding the traffic 
survey. The State Govemmeut have 
forwarded a memorandum and that 
memorandum gives a corree t picture 
of the economy of the proposed broad
saulii' railway line. I hope Dr. Ram 
Subhag 8ingh will surely take up thi. 
loel-peeding project and will live due 
UId C&l8ful contideratioa to the de-
mand of the people and the State Govern
ment and will finaUse the comtrucioa. 

Now, the Railway authorities have 
introduced passenger trains from Halvad 
to Dhangadhra on Zund Kandla broad
gauge line. But they have not intro
duced passenger trains beyond Dhanga
dhra on Dhangadhra Viramgaon section. 
This has created a terrible inconvenience 
to the travelling public. The passengers 
are compelled to change the traJn at 
Dhangadhra. 

1 would like to invite the attention 
of the Minis;er to th~ fact that the 
goods trains are running on that section. 
Special trains run on this section. 
Why are only passenger trains not 
introduced? Whatever the reason for 
this may be, the Railways authoritiOl 
must start passenger trains on this 
section beyond Dhangadhra without fur
ther delay. 

Thank you. 

SHRIMATI UMA ROY (Maida) : 
1 rise to support the Railway Budget. 
While agreeing that the diversion of 
short-distance traffic to road helps in 
removing congeslion in trains, I request 
you not to be too happy to similar 
diversion in the case of long-distance 
passenger-traffic ... 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon. Mem
ber may continue on the next occasion. 
Now we have to take up the half-an
hour discussion. 

I7.JO hn. 

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION 

INDEPENDENCE OF PI1J 
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"In D.:cem~r 1960, the Goneral 
Assembly adopted the hilloric 
Declaration oa the graatilll of 
Indep=ndence to colonial countrUi 
and peoples (Resoultion 16S4-


