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MR. DEPU1Y-SPEAKER : That bas 
Meady been disposed of. There can be DO 
more mcotioning of that. 

SHRI V. KRISHNAMOORnn : What 
is the present situation in west Bengal? 
Let the hon. Home Minister tell us about 
thaL 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now. we 
sball take up the motion regarding the 
food situation. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU : I have not 
emausted the IS minutes' time given to me 
on this Bill. So. I may be allowed to con-
tinue tomoiTow. 

17·07 brs. 

MOTION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN 
THE COUNTRY 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE) : On behalf of Shri Jagjivan Ram, 
I beg to move : 

"That the food situation in the country 
be taken into consideration .... 

At this stage. I do not wish to make any 
submissions. We have already circulated a 
~ocurnent on the food situation and after 
listening to the views of hon. Membel S we 
shaIJ be replying to the debate. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Motion 
moved : 

"That the food situation in the country 
be tak~n into consideration .... 

There are some substitute motions. and 
hon. Members who want to move them may 
-do so now. 

SHRI RAM SEWAK YADAV (Bara-
banki) : I beg to move : 

"That for the original motion. the 
(ollowing be substituted. namely :-

'Thia House. having considered the food 
situation in the country. is of the opinion 
that the Government of India have utterly 
failed in solving the food problem·... (1) 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The next 
motion is in the name of Shri Bibhuti 
Mlshra. He is not present here now. 

"'~~~(~): 
~ ~J iro f.rm' t f.I; ~ 
!liT ~ ~ t f.I; <!NT Ii11I' iflT ~ 
~l ~.~;;ft~~~~~ 
;m; ~ iI'R ~ ~ ~ ;;mi , 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA (Jalore): It 
will not be proper to deny him the chance to 
move the amcodment later. 

'" ~ • "l~rft : iI'R ~ ~ 
f.;m ;;JW , 

MR. DEPU1Y-SPEAKER : With the 
permission of the HoUlle. I shall consider it. 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I haw 
no objection. 

MR. DEPU1Y-SPEAKER : Substitute 
motions Nos. 3. 4 and 5 are in the names ef 
Shri D. S. Patil. Shri Yashpal Singh and 
Shri Bhogendra Jha, and those Members 
are not present here. 

SHRI RAMA VATAR SHASTRI (pa tna): 
I beg to move : 

"That for the original motion. the 
following be substituted. namely :-

'This House. having considered the food 
situation in the country. is of the opinion 
that the Government has completely fail-
ed in finding a solution to the food pro-
blem and in order to find a solution. this 
House. recommends that-

(a) monopoly procurement should be 
enforced in all the States in view of 
bumper crop this year. cultivators 
should be given remunerative prices 
(or their produce. and the wholelale 
grain trade should be nationaliled 
immediately; 

(b) banks should be nationa1ised in 
order to exercise control on and 
bring down rising grain prices; 

(c) immediately stringent action should 
be taken against profiteers aDd grain-
hoarders aDd a country-wIde, ... 
tive movement should be launcbed 
to unearth hoarded ~rains; 

(d) fair prices of foodgrains should be 
fixed; and 
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(e) qricultural production should be 
stepped by elfective enforcement of 
land Rforms.· ... (6) 

MIl. DEPUTY-SPEAKER; Substitute 
motion No. 7 stands in the name of Shri 
Kanwar La! Gupta. He is absent. 

SHRI BEN! SHANKER SHARMA 
(Banka) ; I beg to move; 

"That for the original matioo, the 
following be substituted. namely ;-

This House. having consideRd the food 
atuation in the country. is of the opinion 
that the only way to resolve the food crisis 
in the country is to increase the produc-
tion of foodgrains and as such recom-
mends that-

(a) an intensive programme of irrigation 
be undertaken by diverting all avail-
able resources for the coming two 
years for the completion of the in-
complete big dams and their distri-
butorY canals and installations of 
a network of tube-wells both electri-
cally and diesel operated, through-
out the length and breadth of the 
countrY; and 

(b) zonal system of distribution oerood-
grains be abolished and free move-
ment of the same allowed .... (8) 

SHRI SHIV A CHANDRA JHA (Madbn-
bani) ; I beg to mOVe: 

"That for the original motion . the 
following be substituted. namely ;-

'This House, having considered the food 
situation in the country, is of the opinion 
that nothing short of the village owner-
ship of land, the application of modern 
lCientitic know-how and the village pan-
chayats would iolve India's food pr0.-
blem· ... (9) 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; Substitute 
motion No. 10 stands in the name of Shri 
Samar Guha. The hon. Member is absent. 

All the substitute motions which have been 
moved are now before the House. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : I had also sent 
in a substitute motion yesterday. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER; I do not find 
it here. We shall check it up. 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA 
(Anand) : Food is a verY important subject 
and un1ess we pay serious attention to this 
problem, no matter now we progress in 
other fields, it will take many many ~ 
for us to be self-su1licient. Our Oovem-
ment. I am sorrY to say. in early stages paid 
more attention to industrial development. 
It was only after shortage of food and 
droughts started prevailing that our atten-
tion was drawn to the necessity of growiBg 
suflicient food in our country. 

As a person whose main income is from 
agriculture, I am pained to see that we are 
not helped in the manner we O\Ight to have 
been. The first necessity of an agriculturist 
is water for his fields. Secondly, he requires 
fertilisers. After growing food, he requires 
stability of prices. These are his main 
essentials. But we are not able to irrigate 
our fields. Even though I live on the banks 
of the Narmada, I am not able to draw 
water from the river. I have to depend 
upon rains for watering my field. This 
is the position even in a prosperous State 
like Gujarat. As long as this situation con-
tinues, I do not think we shall be self-
sufficient in food for a long time. Unless 
we gear up our irrigation projects to fulfil 
the promises we have made to our a~cul
turists, I see no future for the country on this 
front. Particularly in my region, unless 
the Narmada project comes into operation, 
I see no hope for my State to be self-,uflicjellt 
in food. As it is, today in my State, agri-
culturists grow more of cash crops, about 52 
per cent; only 48 per cent of the cultivation 
is of food crops. This is the state of drairs 
in one of our progressive States. Many 
other States are keen to advance and increase 
the production of foodgrains, but for lack 
of water they are not able to go ahead. 
Water is a must for everY field and unless 
that is attended to. no amount of shouting 
here Or outside will work. 

The second necessity is of fertiliser. This 
is also fulfilled only in a V(rY small way. 
We have verY few fertiliser factories. They 
bave just begun to operate. 

The greatest demand of the farmer after 
he bas grown food grains is a proper price 
for. his produce. We have organisations 
·of industrialists, workers, tailors, cobblen; 
we have political organisations, but in this 
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country there is no organisation of fanners 
',yet.;;mo ~~mwn ~~ ~~ 

f.I;m;if <fir ~ ~r ~r ~ arr« «l"f ~ I 
Their condition has not improved to the 
elltent we want it in the country. India is 
in the rural areas; it is not in Delhi, Bombay 
or Calcutta. Unless rural India is uplifted 
first in the matter of food production, we 
.baI1 talce a long long time for improvement, 
So all the political parties, if thfY want that 
rural India should improve, should see that 
there are strong organisations of farmers, 
I have many times talked in this House also 
that there should be a rural forum, a forum 
for the improvement of seeds and the condi-
tions of farmers. In my own party we have 
a socia1ist forum, in other parties also there 
are different forums, but I am sorry we 
have yet to have a rural forum. I had talk-
ed with the former M.P., Shri Dhebar. He 
and I were the lone voices in this House in 
favour of a forum for the fanners. 

A small organisation has just sprung up, 
and it has to take roots, but merely having 
a forum in this House alone is not enough. 
There should be a powerful forum to tour the 
States and pay countrywide visits to educate 
the farmers. 

If the farmer wants to buy a bullock, he 
cannot raise money. We have some c0-
operative banks, but they too give loans only 
once in a year, and the farmer has to wait 
for months and months to get money. So, 
this State of affairs has to be very radically 
<:hanged, and unless we meet the>e basic 
needs, I still think the question of self-
aufliciency will take nearly 2S years, because 
farmers are alone voice, they have no press, 
they have few representatives even in this 
Hou~, and unless this food front is brought . 
to the notice of every member of the House, 

·1 do not think there is hope during my life 
time. 

I have applied for a well to be dug in my 
farm. Even the banks have refused to 
Kraut me money, and I hope this new mea-
nrc, what we call sociaIisation of baDb, 
1riIl COIIlpel these banks to give credit to the 
fanIIers first. The industrialist getS a lou 
very easily from a bank, but a, fanuer has 
still to cry for a loan, and I am glad that 

the Government has now taken measures 
for the socialisation of banks which I 
understand is for the benefit of the farmers 
so that the farmers can get the money as 
quickJy as ·possible just like an industrialist. 
These are SOllIe of the measures which we Be 
going to take, and I hope aU the sectio .. of 
this House will understand that this measure 
is to uplift the farmers. 

In rural India, there is need for hoUICS, 
streets, industries etc., but I will not touch 
them, but food is one of our principal 
targets. It should be the principal taraet 
in our plan. Food means not only wheat 
for rice, food means jowar also, food means 
grass also, because unless we III"OW grass 
for our cattle, the cattle will not survive. 
To whichever village you go, you will find 
that the grasslands are decreasing, in every 
village the grasslands are being acquired for 
industry, roads, canals or railways, and if 
this shortage of, grasslands is not attended 
to, our cattle will suffer. We have the 
largest amount of eattle in the world, but the 
milk yield is so smaU that we remain still 
a poor nation as far as our dairy is concern-
ed. So, along with the food problem, so 
many other problems have also to be noted. 

The forests also come under food, beeaue 
the forest attracts rainfall, and I am sorry 
to miss in our House a great exponent of 
forests like the late Mr. Chatterjee. He had 
made a very informative speech and had 
drawn our attention to the need of forcata. 
The forest wealth has also to be increased. 
These are the problems which have to be 
attended to. The forests have been cut 04f. 
Wherever you go, the industries dams or 
mines, the forests have been destroyed by 
these projects. Forest is also a necessity 
because it helps to grow food and it also 
helps to draw more of rainfall. These are 
some of the basic needs. Probably, I will 
talk for hours and hours if 1 have to relate 
what are the needs of our agriculturists in 
this country. Unless these needs are ful-
filled in a quick way and in an increased 
pace, I will have to wait for a long time for 
the development of my smail village. Even 
in 20 years, my village has not got the facility 
of drinking water. Not even now. We 
bavenotgot roads even. Unlesstheae need. 
are fulfilled-

AN BON. MEMBEll : 20 ,ears' or 
Congress rule. 
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SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA : 
Whoever it is; probably you may be ruling. 
Bllt these are the basic needs. 

AN HON. MEMBER. He is saying 
it there. 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA : 
I have been saying the same thing from this 
side or that side. It does not make any 
difference. What I have been saying is that 
unless rural India is improved, no progress 
can be made. Now, people are leaving the 
viUaaes. Why should they live in the viIIa&-
C8 when they cannot make two ends meet ? 
There are much less attractions in a village, 
not only for making a living but for educa-
tional purposes and for facilities of city life. 
Bw:ry village is missing it. Those who get 
tbemselves educated also go away to the 
towas. And there is a tremendous amount 
of landless labour in the villages. Labour 
ha to be barnessed. The greatest difIicuIty 
in our country is that lately we have not yet 
produced some leaders on this side or that 
aide who would harness the miI\ions and 
millions of our villagers to constructive work. 
We also go there at the time of the e1ections, 
and educate them on politics; we educate 
them bow to vote. But we do not educate 
them as to how to harness their streoatb in 
this country. The greatest need in our 
country is that we should harness the human 
labour or the human intelligence that is 
available in the villages. What scheme bas 
my party to offer or any of your parties 
have to offer to the villages? That is impor-
tant. Show me a single party which has a 
coostructive way in this respect. For set 
about Mahatma Gandhi for the memento 
In the modern sense, when people are going 
away from the rural areas, the problem is, 
how to harness their strength and utilise them 
in a constructive way. (Interruplion) 

AN HON. MEMBER : The DMK. 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA : 
AD parties will say, but let them put it into 
practice. (lmerruptlon)· 

-fI" ;mi ~ (~ ~) 
~cnif~ I 

11ft u. 'aWl (iU) ~ <'ftm !tiT 
~.rt~1 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA : 
Let us, Members of Parliament, ~ 
a village round about Delhi and do c:onstnIc-
tive work there. Let us say that Mcmben 
of Parliament who can talk can also aeaIe 
sometiIiq. What are we creating? (111Ur-
,uplion) 

SHRI RAJARAM (Salem): We in 
Madras have been working in a sllCOllllfui 
way, and we get more yields in our area. 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHlDA : 
You might have been successful but my 
area has not improved to that extent wbic:h 
you claim. (Inlerruplion) We must all 
apply our mind to constructive work. This 
House and the other House may be free to 
express their views, but unless we go directly 
into the viUages and get ourselves into touch 
with the rural problems, there is no UIC. 
Our old Prime Minister used to say that we 
are in a cowdung age and we have now come 
up to the cycle age. My point is, we have 
not gone further. Even my friend ShrI 
Kedaria's area has not also progressed from 
the cowdung age. We may talk about atom 
bombs and so on. But I will conclude by 
saying that we must improve rural India. 
Wbicbever party is brougbt into power 
(lnte"uption)-I have no objection if you . 
remove the Congress party, by democratic 
means and any of you can come to power-
we must lift up these rural areas. (lnterrvp-
lion). The real constructive way was shown 
to US by a great leader who had set his foot 
in the viUages of Mahatama Gandhi. We 
have completely forgotten all those ideals; 
even my party has forgotten them. I have 
no hesitation in saying that un1ess we 10 
back to the villages, improve their lands, 
supply them with water for their fields and 
complete the irrigation projects, we may like 
in Delhi, our villages will die. Educated 
villagers say, why should we grow more 
food when we can get more price for cash 
crops ? In my area. people grow more cotton 
than foodgrains. So, I want the Govern-
ment and this Parliament to see that more of 
foodgrains are grown. Some sort of legis-
lation or compulsion has to be brought in 
where by every farmer grows food for his 
own necessity first. If the farmer himself 
is not seIf-suJliciont, in food, how can we 
expect the average citizen in the urban area 
to the sclf-9Ufficiont 1 So, serious attention 
his to be focussed aD this. I request that 
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[Shri Narendra Singh Mahida) 
theft should be a forum for fanners, a forum 
for the upliftment of rural areas. I 100ft: 
forwatd to the day when we in this HOllIe, 
leav;ng aside party ideologies. can get to-
gether and if the Government is not listening 
to us, hammer the Government and make 
them implement the irrigation projects, 
the fertiliser projects, projects for prov;ding 
drinIcing water, etc. 

With these words, I take note of this 
motion and I hope the Government will pay 
more and more attention to the upliftment 
of the rural areas. 

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: I may 
be allowed to move my substitute motion 
I want to go, Sir. 

MR. DEPUTY -sPEAKER : I will take it 
as moved. 

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: I beg 
to move: 

That for the original motion, the 
faUowing be substituted, namely :-

"This House, havjng considered the 
food situation in the country, recom-
mends that-
, <a) more quota of wheat and rice should 

be allotted to Delhi for ric:c-eatmJ 
and labourers; 

(b) more quota ohugar should be allot-
ted to Delhi; 

(c) arrangements should be made to 
supply coarse grains adequately to 
Delhi; and 

(d) restriction on the movement of 
foodgrains except wheat and rice 
should be removed immediately in 
vjew of the bumpeI: crop this year 
with the ultimate aim of abolishing 
food zones." (T) 

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandt) : Mr. 
Deputy.speaker, Sir, agriculture is the basic 
industry in this country. It can give us 
adequate food for the people, raw materials 
for industry and full employment. Even 
then, food shortage has become a chronic 
phenomenon in this country bringing in its 
trail periodical famine and misery. 

MR. DEPUTY-sPEAKER : He may 
resume his speech on the next occasion. 

17'29 lin. 

• 
GRANT OF DEARNESS ALLOWANCE 
TO CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PEN-

SIONERS 

~~(~~): ~~,~~)~~+mr.n 
~ '3"«'fi1 ~;:r lR'f il' fm ~ ~ il' ori 
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;;miT ~ I 
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