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IShri Iqbal Singh] 
other States, we will sec to it, if there is any 
instruction, that may be repeated. and this 
is a good ca use. 

MR. CHAIRMAN l The question Is : 

"That the Bill, as amended, be 
passed". 

The motion was adopted, 

17 .38 hrs. 

OATHS BILL 

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND RAILWAYS 
(SHRI GOVINDA MENON) : Sir, I beg to 
move: 

"That the Bill to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to judicial 
oaths and for certain other purposes, 
as passed by Rajya Sabh .. , he taken 
into consideration," 

Thi. is a Bill to consolidate and amend 
the law relating to judicial oaths and for 
certain other purposes. The Bill before the 
House seeks to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Law Commission in its 28th 
Report. 

The In,lian Oath, A,;t, 1873 is a short 
Act cunsisting of 14 sectinn< but it i< a vo ry 
important Act. By this Hill th at Act is 
sought to be repealed Md in its place a 
new and shorter Act as rccomm"ndcd by 
the Law Cummission is sought to be 
enacted. 

The 1110st imporlant change sought to be 
effected in the existing Act, which is an Act 
of 1873 is to repeal sections \I to 12 of the 
Act which provide For settlement of disputes 
on outh. II i< eon<i:tcrcd to b. not a very 
desirable arrangement that when a party 
comes to court with a claim and that claim 
Is opposed by the other party there will be 
a provision by which tho court should 
abdicate Its function and the matler left 10 
be decided by the oath of onc party or the 
olher b~foro a lemple or church OJ' 

whatover may be lhe sacred place whieb 

the party may selocl. I have myself felt 
while practising in the courts. that this Is an 
arrangement which is degrading. Now, that 
provision is sought to be repealed. There 
are 4 sections which provide for that. 

There is another new provision namely 
that the right to make an affirmation ins-
tead of taking the oath should be available 
to every witness and party irrespective of 
the community to which he belongs. Under 
the existing Oaths Act this right is available 
to Hindus and Muhammadans, not to others. 
This provision by which Ihe right to have 
affirmation in place of an oath being avail-
able only to certain communities is consi-
dered to be Dot a desirable one. Therefore 
we are providing that If a witness wanls to 
make affirmation instead of taking the oath, 
that right should be available to him, what-
ever be Ihe community to which he belong •. 

Then we have provided In the Schedule 
to the Bill two forms of oath/aFfirmation. 
Previously the Form was left to be seuled by 
the High Court concerned. We thought it 
would be advisahle to have a uniform law 
In this respect. 

Apart from this, therc is nothing new in 
the Rill. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): 
Then why did he bring ita t all ? 

SHRI GOV1NDA MENON: I brought 
it for this rcason that even small matters 
arc sometimes importan~. The Act of 1873, 
as I said, is an Act of 14 sections. If thrce 
or four seclions from there are repealed, we 
get a very short Act of \I sections. 

II is very important because the law 
which makes it an offence to speak an un. 
truth In court is the 03ths Act. I am sure 
members know Ihat it is not an offencc 10 
tell a lie, but it is an offence to tell a lie 
aFter having taken oath before a eourl of 
law. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: After be-
coming a Minister. 

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : What I 
said applies even to members. Lie be.:olllOS 
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a perjury when it is uttered after taking an 
oath or making an aCfirm3tion before a court 
of law. That i; the importance of the 
O~ths Act and thi< i. the law which makes it 
compulsory f"r witn~s~~.s and parties to 
speak the truth, the wh.>le truth and nJthing 
but the truth in a court of law. That I. the 
importance of this Bill. I move. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved I 

"That the Bill to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to judicial 
oaths and for cenain other purposes, 
8S passed by the R:ljya Sahha, be 
taken in:o cc,"siderati;)n:' 

'IT 'I"' 1!.~ I'm'S (;r't;nT): ~~ro:rf6' 
1f~)~lf, fJf~ ait'i f<r;;r ~t ~1;if;R ilr an~ 
t ~, ;;f~r Il'liT ~)~lf i't if;~, ;r~r f~~'f;;r 
f;r<'S t, lJ;if; U;Ti!Hrr fiif~ ~ I d"i'[r'l "~'FT 
!~ ,fiiflff <r::rri ~iif~ o:r~i'r it ~~ f;r<'S if ;;r) 
ar"H1f1Jif ar'i~q, 1Jo:rq- if;r ~ arr~ IIf if; f<'S1l 
5lif<" fif;!H lflfr ~ ,.~ 'fir ~<rrlfcr if;tffT ~ I 
lf~ ~if; ~~T <rrff ~ f'jf~ '!if it ~;;rif;1f if;1;crr 
~ I ~~ if; ar<'Sr'fr {~ it ;;r) if;fqlft ~ ~iff) 
~T <rcr;;rrifr 'iIT~crr ~ I o:r~i.'I) iI'TCI cit lf~ ~ 
fif; arro:r ~!f fil'i.Ol if; ,,;;rr;;r 1, ~;r-,,;;rr;;r (2) 
if; m:r ~~ 'fOT mnr:f 1!'T ~ ~"f~-g if;1; ~~ 
~ I arro:r if;~a t fr. : 

"It extends to the whole of India 
except tho State of Jammu and Kash-
mir". 

it ;r@' ~q~ o:rr;;rr fif; arf'T ;;r) ~f f<ri.'l ;rifra-
t ~if;T ;;rr"J; if;1;i't if; f~ arro:r ;;n:~ arr1; 
~1fR if;) ~ iflfi if~ 1Ii"f<t I 3I1R 
arro:r fif;~ "T;;r if;) lI'~t ~-rrf 'liHI "Ilit 
t crT '3<fif; f05i( m,;;r f;r;;r 051 1li1; m 
~ I arro:r If'l;;rr~i( fif; ~ am: if;I~qR ~ 
~T if~l ~~~ .. ~i't ~ I ~Iq- ;rf ~~ ~;;r 

if ijj) arr Ti't If\OSr.I" 7 ~"!!fI ~ ~q e- ~ if; 
'lif lnfll'~ ;rfl'l'fi t (!T ;;r.~ t I 11'( {9' 

ftq: e- flli If\OSr.I" 6 it ~ lfIflfiA llf( q 

"All 03ths and arflrmations made 
under sec. 4 shall be administered 
according to such one of the forma 
given In the Schedule as may be 
appropriate to the circumstances of 
the casc". 

"I do Rwear in the name of God/ sole-
mDly affirm that what I shall atate 
shall be the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth." 

;;r~ ~if; 3JR1ff if; f<'l'~ lf~ orl~fFr ~) IflfI 
alh ~i't lfi! 1JQ'i ilr orr, ~~ <r~ ",,";;r 
~rcr if Jf) 3fro:r~ srrfHi 1;/lfr ~ ~i{ ~"f 

lJIf~;;r<r 'til f"!<'I' ... ~q ~ tiff 
t I ~;;r ~rff it arro:r 'Ii~ t: 

"N" omis.ion to take any oath or 
make any affirmation, no substitution 
of anyone for any other of them, and 
no irregularity whatever in Ihe admi-
nistration of any oath or affirmation 
or In the form in which it Is adminis-
tered, shull invalidate any proceeding 
or render inadmissible any evidence 
whatever, in or in re<pect of which 
such omission, substitution or irresu-
larity to"k place, or shall affect Ihe 
obligation of a witness to state I_ 
truth." 

;;r;r arT'l" ilr i.'If fif; ~~ ~" ;r)iImT, ~)i.'I ~. 'i 
ortilrlfT ~~ <rfilfll lfe "f ~q- 1Il~ ;a-~if; 

ifI'f~ lft ~) arTf~ arrwr orR'! Jflf liN 
~ ~ ~ ~t ~~'lir "liT ~~.~ ~ {~ t 
cit aiN 'liT tf"elT "If I l, qi I ~ it 
~~ fiffT ~ f'li tlf'I'= Ifitf ~tl1f.rf'{it ~) 
~ ~ 'fill{ if Ifl arh: f'li«f "f:J it ~ If-M 
;;r) smrif~;w ~Tlff ~'fi) ~if~f ... ii! ;r 1Ii~ I 
~f~ 3f~ IrTo:r ~ IIiil: ~(\' t fit; III II1fq· 
~;r arr'fi ~lftlf;r !ff~' ~"tT ~1I"'IIi if ;r~ 
.ren t I \tlli arl"qr ;f ... f1{ WI" liT ;r(Ym 
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[".:i)' ~ ~ ~05] 
'lt1 arT'i "'f[a- ~ f'" srT~lf~ 01'" ~ ifT 
8lT'f iii' ~Iit ~T ~ ;;mr ~ t ~ ;re-I'lr !tiT~« 

"'~ f;;mOfT orlqit SIlR'lrOf ~~T ~, ,HI"'1 ~ 
orT'i I!R~ "'~ ~~ ~ I ;;fiT 31'T'i "'f[~ ~ f'ti 
~'ti ~rn::",1 it 8l11Pf 01'1 ~1 Offj,T f",~ 'itT 
'3'~~T ~crli~ '3'ifit ~T ~T~T <:~T ~ fi;f:lOfT 
iIIT'f ~it crr~ "'T ifT !(~ it 'fll'T €~ ~ I ~ 
iTl~;:f OfT atlf1:!11r.f iTt 051 iiflif !foT an'1 ll:CT 
~' I OfT 'fTfq'~ orlT~ !H ~Tit 00( ~~T!f( 

snf'l'1Pf orlq; iTt ~OI' f'f"S lit ;rl'''''fiTt_ I 

~~T o~TiIi' ij- !f~T'lr 8 f~iic ~ I i;fiT 
!f<'ll'lr 6 ij arT'1 lff[ "'i! ~ ~ f'" arTIPf orT~ 
~q;!l~Of iTT~ f~1f ~ I aih ~1Pf, ~T"l ~~ I 

Offl!l'fT iT~ ~I ~I!l' "'fil i;fTn;IfT crT fq;<: ~~n' 
8 ~T !flfT ;;f1H(l ~ ? !fOl'r:;y art~ it dTT'i "'~ 

~~ ~ : 

"Every person giving evidence on any 
subject before any court or pason 
hereby aUlhoriscd to administer oaths 
ami am"nation. shall be boul1d to 
state the truth on such suhj~ct." 

i;fiT m ~'1'f ~ \OfT ar1{ iTTtf~1f 'ltT:O"" 
Ii<: lff[ ~T 1ft 'fR 'Hi;f{1 it ili'a 'Il'T 'f\'f 

~OT ~ (IT ~9T f[I\Ofo it ':""'T !flIT i;fH(l 
~ I it;;rT !/Tri~fili~ ~, ~'Tf;T it Ji'fT 
~~~lf iii' ifTfc~ it ~ W ~ I 

~it "'Tf ~ Of\iT ~ f'" 1873 "" ;;rT 
~ ~, '3'9~ atlq-it 'lImit "'T !foTf~!/T "'t 
~ I ~f lliOf trr'iit !f~'i 9 t(~ 'ti{ ;if ~ or), 
Ifl'll~ ~f(i ath trro <:Ii ~1 ~ ~i!t (IT 
orl'T'til :;rl #!lTr t I "1:: fiT"'''!.''' il:T ~,q' ~ 
~T ~ I 

#'fT lfi!:~q' it "'i!:T fIfo OfT 'tir~ "'T 
f~"'Tifi~ Ii<: ;a'"{Tit ~Ifil illfT, f~lf' ~ 

am: ;a'~"'T '3"~Tit o(~<f ~~lf f~lIT ~ I ~ 
'Il'T srf!fim "'T ~ '1'1<: lj'it 111 'll~ <f~iTf ~ I 

1873 iii' ~!f!' it ~mr orTIPf 'til snfcr'iif ~ I 
~~ f'fi~lJ !fi1 i;fT i!l~~ \Of1 i;frq)~, '3''I'it; 

~~iT;1if it 'i~"'T iTI<f;:lf lfi! ~ f'ti ttit6Jf 
orTq; !fii'?!fC f[T<fT ~ I i;fiT f ~ "'~ <:f[! ~ 
f'" orlf<: If<rTfi iflfT;;r~1 ~T'f it ~ "'{ lfT 
if!, .IOf ~llq; ~T'f if ~ i9i. ~ crr<f "'~ i;fl~ 
1'IT ",,"'T 'nif "'T it ~IOf't it; f~ ~lIT<: ~, 
crT lffi 1:("TT~s ~, ",11fi? ~ I ~~it ~T'1"'f 

!flfT <f!f;\Ofrq; ~'\,ft g I atl'T !f'!'Y 111f~ "'<:~ 
~ I i;fiT it ~': "'fii'fT ~ f'" arlf{ ~IHI ~~ 'li1 
qQ ~'T1Pf ~1fT aT ~~'liT;;rT ~'fr:lI ~ if~ 
9oifif<;l;f"lcr ~IIfT, it '3'''T'lil 1l1Of ~rrT iff ~'1 
Ii<: atl'1"'T !f!TI atT'Tf;:r ~ I f1sr~ 3fhl'f 90T 
i;f) '1~ifT ~, erg !Til' iTerrlfl ~ f'fo '3""f ~ 90Tf 
"'T ifg,!, "Tll'1' if 'filT ~ I ''IT'l' F.T atr '1 ~Ii 
f~ arT:;Y f~si arlq; "'T1:~~r if~;T frr~ IflfT 
~ I fp"lff arFPn ~ "1'''1' '1'~ 'f.~T "l'T'!'T ~ 
f", 31'1f<: filfT ;;r~r '3'OT i>; lfT 'll~ 'I' 1<Hlq; 
'1{ ~I'f .1.'1' ~, cr ... '1'1 l;'li:l'T ~,~J\T~C 

",'crT ~ 3l"h ~)~;:IT ~ f~ ~'Tf>'T 'fll'T 

ifilTi;fl ilfrrr, !fil'l ~tT '1f,"'Tll fOf'li~1fT I 

~f~t:( alI '1<: ~flT~c ",{it ~ I ifT 3fTTil' 
::i!iiT ~<'I''TT "'~T ~ f'li ~1.(f"f ar1!f 'foT 1.'I'iq' 
f'tilIT i;fllf it lfQ' or* ",~'I[f >lh Ji'l'T 
~~~lf i!t f<:lftl:! i9i~'fTT f~ atTl t1J if; 
3;'1< ~)"m ~H I \OfT ifi'q'TlIT"I it~« iii 
~ ~ at1{ atlTfc citifY if 'til'li1 iifl€i 
i9ii!T ~ I ~ \OfT 'till')~Of !fiT 'ti9id~Of 
lf~ ~~ ~ f'" lf~ f<t~.;o; ilTT~ 'til 

IHfcri;fOf I!RIT iilorr <;(Tf~~ orh ~~T ~f~« 

't,{ an~ ~ ,{1.'I'T ~ I en it f~fi~ 

lti'lf'l!T flti' 1\"1' .mY '1< .jh Iti''{'fl 'iiTf'llt 

ilT1~ ~ ~)?;y;ft if ~T ll~)~q' f.~ <mt crT 

;;IIT~T at'i~1 ~ I 
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SHRI B. P. MANDAL (Madhepura): 
I have got two doubts with respect to this 
Bill. The first is in respect or sub-clau~e 
(a) appearing on page 2 "all courts and 
persons having by law nr consont of parties 
authority to receive evidence ;". 
I want to know specifically whether 
police o!ficers are also entitled to adminis-
ter oath. In our country the standard of 
our police is unfortunately so law and it is 
known to cveryb~dy and therefore I should 
like to suggest that police orficers should be 
debarred from administering oaths. 

The Minister says that in order to avoid 
different types of oaths he has prescribod a 
uniform type of oath in the schedule. But 
then there are two typ:s of oath. One is 
an oath and the other is solemn affirmation. 
In the fitness of things there should have 
been only solemn affirmation: nobody 
would have any grievance againsl il. Accor-
ding to Ihe formula hrre prescribed, smne 
will take an oath and swoar In Ihe name of 
God and others will solemnly affirm. This 
is not in accordance with our secular charac-
ter. Believers in God may lake Ihe oalh 
in Ihe name of God but there arc others 
who do not care for God or believe In the 
exislence of God. Our communist friends 
do not believe in God and will take solemn 
affirmation. There is no uniformily. Wllat 
was the objection if only solemn affirmalion 
was there in the schedule Instead of both Ihe 
oath and affirmalion? I request the hon. 
Minister to remove these two doubts of 
mine. 

"'" ~ f"t (or~r;rr;r~) : 1fA-
rrnr ~"lfMf(f Ifl!T~lf I ~or it; ~ If!! f;ror 
fcf~ 11'",,)- mr WlfT rrlfT ~ I f;;r~ ~Iflf 

~ fil\'S 1967 it If",T ~ it U~ ~"ITI it 
~ (fT ~T~ ;r;HlfT fit> ~ ;r~(f ~ QT~ 
<'I0f! f"f>ro~ fcf<'i ~ I i:"fif 1t>1~ ~ft1 ;rF'r 
"I"~T ~ ~T l"f it; 'nf~<r ~T'" it; ~T':'iI" if 
~.e"" "fit; I III f~ II''''T ~T~lf it; 
~IH~ \'Sf 1t>1f"rn;r It>')- f~f{~·lt it; IIfNT"{ 
'l<: ~"fr If'lT ~ I ~;j" ~ ~ Jt" ~ ~TOfOfT 
~~6T ~ f4i" wn: Ifi{ f(1lJ "R:r ~ flAT 

r~m t ~ (fT ~U ~-It>r!!lfl"{ it; f<'5"l:'l; "lfl 
orTIJ: ;rq:'Y fiJilfT ;;fT(fT ~ I ~ IftfT ;rty 
fiJi "q:T ~(:I' orPJ It>~it it ~1fiT"{ it; ~r~ 

ifl.rT ~"fTforiJ f~~ ~ I 

'1l aft" srlfiur mtft (1JU'1.r,) 
1t>T~lfl"{ 'IfT"{(f 'tir arq ;ril:'Y ~ -it ~ Ifr-m 
~I 

-ft ~m ~: ~~ f;ror It>T ~~ 
ftrt \'ST 'ti~I~or IliT f~Tf"{!!fr 'tiT 1fT~ 'ti~­
~orr ~ I ~~Tir"{1IJ" it; for~ 'IHT 6 ar1"{ 7 
it; roor If"{ ort tmrii orT~T If~ ~ I 1873 
it; (fslfOf arTti ~,~ it; ar~}'m fir ~ 'tiT ~'TT 
;;r\'S ~ iJtir '!'f~IfI;;1 IIil f"{lor i'tlt>"{ f",","1 
;rTiJ 'fil !!T'lti "norl q~(fl ..rr I iI'mr ~ 
'II{ f;r,'fef ~,ariJ: orHi.rll1A ~ f~1ir­
f"{~ it; arT~H 'IT t"f f;r\'S it ~,"T"(f 

srr"lf'>:fT !!eT 1:1 Iff ~, Iflorl ;z:~ f;r~ if; ar:J-
"r"{ 'tirt 1I'T ;rrrrf"{1t> "fl~ fil:'~ iIT lfT ~(If-
1fT". f<ti"fl 1I'T "frf". lfT <fllf It>T F[T <rT lfT 
(fT ill!: arT~ ilr nm ~ 1fT ~q;,it~or I It 
1I'T 'Z:"f srf"lf'lfl U '.I:t!T ~~!f(f ~ I ~f<ti;r arTti 
f'fOU <tiF[ff ~. ,"If 1f7')- q ft1rTq'r 'flfT ~-'Pf 

<tiT 0fTIf Ifl!f 'fOT 11'1 ;o;:ilrl1l" '"~ f;ror if Ofi!:1 
~ I ar<f: ~"f it arTti ~ qfT1I'l''l'T ~or')­

"fTfil:Q; I i':rf'li'f arlT1: l!1f ~~ if f"~T~ 
~iIT It>"{ii\' ~ CIT ar)ti 1fl irlfof"{ ~T orm t I 
arlor 'til'\' (fT ~If tfHrT;ft ~ fof.rr ;ft~ it; 
sr"l11JOf it ait.... i:rit ~"f~ ~ I ~T orllf 
t~'H it r"~I"f "if.'" lIi"{it;o;r if; f(lf~ ilIlti 
It>Tf lfiI(lf~ "'1'1' "l"f!T ~ I ,""I" ""tifT it; 
ft:rn: 11,q;7 1ll1A ,"'I IflfT ~ I n:'P:1l11;r it; 
f"f'; 1I'T UI;r Iil'f7T )78, 179, 180 (fIlJT 18 I 
it; aRfq<r Iff~ !lilf 'f'li ;r)<>;"I'T ~ <Tt ~ 
~~T ~I 'OIT "f'f'1tl ~ I ~iJ~;r arlfl:: 
IIff'P.f It>'t ~('I;rr If"{ 8TT\frf"{ij ~ i'I" i'l'T ttlfi 
~ I 
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[.,;r,) VI ~Qrl: f~~] 

~ 7 if ~~ IflfTt f~ 1!PT1: .m-
~ ~lf~;r if ~tt 1ft:Rl'') ~T (f) '1ft ~ 
~ 1I1~f.1f "!'Ia "~r ~'Wt I It ~ ~ 
fit; €'1f;r')IIi<'S ~)tf ~Vt" ~ iii') si\~f51T 
If<'ra ;r~r ~)If'), ilrf~ f~ ;;rill' ~ 
Slml fi'lf if aJ)'f a'lfT ~1{;<:1f~ 'i') ;r~1 
~~"T aT ~ sMrf~1f ~T l1g:~Cf ~T ;r~"f 1:11 
;;rTll'IfT I ll1 ll"I'tlfl" If.T l1~<Cf If> Ti it; 
~Tl1it liT ;r~1 'fi. ~1!'>"(fT ~ 1 t:~f07,n: it 
",~ffi ~ fifi arT'f ~ ;;rlf~ q-{ n:1{;,~~;r 
Rffiffl IliT ~oifr iii ... NT<: 'H ~T'lT 'crl fQ"n: 
ar~ fiTa'lT .. ,ii ~~ it 1:1.!I1 If~~, ~ ~iII' 

it1li ~ 1 

"" ~"T<: f~ (it~I!'>"): ~q,q'l 
l1tit~ll', arT'f ar"\', ~'1i,Jf1iT'l If.T "IT f<r~ 

<'SIll'T IfIlT ~-'li~ If.I il"g-'f '1PHo 'I') ~~ 

~ ol'f'" ~~ smftJf<: IfiTw aJ'h: ~"ip« 

~~ if 'fT, .. ~ tl' iii arrit ~ ~~ " \I(JlI1fT 

Iflftflfi ~ ~ if -ia ~ aJl~ ~ t '" 
iIlf-m-c ~ t{1l' it; 'l'Tl'l' If<: all'f ;r~1 ~ 
~(f, aJiI' ifT(-~~m ~ '1ft" ~i!: ~it 
aT oIl!'>" ~l1~T ;;rnrm I 

arrq' am~('IT ~ crrfifill'i ~,~ 1ft 
~l1T't l'.f(T Q;m 'Il'flr ~'fl-~ ~n:­
lfl1lfT it ~ it ill'T<'Sa ~-;;r) ~ ~T 'f1t 
tt ~'cr 1f.~IfT 1 ",flli;r ~ iII'T.~ '1ft 
il"g9" tt ~o il"Torn ~, if aWl' lfT ~ "T~it 
~fl!'>";r 'Ii~ !for 'fr~T ~T ~fm.i {it iii f<'51t 
g:T ~'1i<:lf~ <:1!l'T ;r( ~ I 

18 hrs. 

The Lnk Saf,}/a t/zen adjourned ttll 
Elel'en II( the Clock on Friday, NOI'ember 
28. 1969/Agrahayalla 7,1891 (Saka). 


