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Minister on the floor of the House on mnawa and Guam Islands in the Pacific
1905. He said: Ocean, But everybody knows that
-fledged .
seeing
they are
mese
in the
also a simi

3041  Purchase of
8ir, he even admitted then that these
were going to be defence hases.

the 23rd November,

As the Foreign Minister himself’
noted that the claim of the British
subversion are the

Government was that this was neces-
Honk Kong and American commit-

are. It is just to dominate the econo-
mies of the Far East and Africa.

Economic pressure, political blackmail

and military

mmm mwm m mﬂwmum

sary in view of the British commit-

‘ments to Malaysia, Australia and

of India at any stage were cangulted
by the U.X. Government on the pur-
chase of these islands, the reply given
by Governmeni was simply astound-

wards this problem. When on the
22nd May, a question was raised in
the House whether the Government
ing. It was:

What is surprising is the vague and
callous attitude of Government to-

i e
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[Shri C. K. Chakrapani]
.should continue to maintain a
military presence in this area.”

In the same document, it was
.announced that by 1988 when the
.South Arabian Federation should
become independent, Britain should
-withdraw from the Aden base. The
Government should have taken note
-of this position of Britain. The British
imperialists themselves admit the
need for a strong military presence
in the Indian Ocean to continue the
age-long loot of the Afro-Asian conti-
nent. But the External Affairs Minis-
ter has given them a certificate of
clean behaviour., What else can a
servile government do under the pres-
sure of billions of dollars and sterling?

The Deputy Minister admitted that
the Governmeni of India were not
even informed of this intention of the
British Governmen!, Why should the
Bri.ish Government consult a Govern-
ment which has completely lost its
self-respect, national pride and
honour?

On the Bth April, the Minister said:
“We shall certainly try ty mobilise
public opinion of like-minded coun-

.

JUNE 5, 1967 Islands in Indion Ocean 3044

W UK, (HAH D)

tige among Afro-Asian countties, 1
want to know whether Government
are prepared to do that.

A shining example of Arsb unity
against the US.UK machinations in
West Asia is just before our eysa.
Can we not take lessons from this?
Let the Government raise their strong
voice in co-operation with the anti-
imperialist Afro-Asian countries and
make a firm declaration that the Afro-
Asian countries will never tolerate
the deeds of imperislist aggression in
the Indian Ocean. I wish the Minis-
ter to come out with such a cate-
gorical statement,

The situation is very serious. Obvi-
ously this dangerous development has
a direct and immediate bearing on
our country. It poses a serious threat
to our national! independence and
sovereignty. If despite this, the UK
Government persists in their nefarious
game, we should quit the Common-
wealth in protest against their
imperialist action. May I know
whether Government are prepared to
do that? This is the question, Mildly
speaking, this action alone will satisfy
the people of India who stand for
international peace and security.

Shri P. Gopalam (Tellicherry): We
have before us the news that the
child of British and American imperia-
lism, Israel, has Isunthed a war

Sari Hasumanihstya (Bangalore):
May I say this?

Hon. Members are free 10 express
their opinions, but this is such a deli-
cate gituation....

M, Speaker: What sre we discus-
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S4ri Hanomanthaiya: You by all
mlﬁ“&b‘ﬂ&os‘!’th&tkml

is a child of British imperialism....
{interruptions).

Mr. Speaker: We are discussing
DoATing very Seliemie Pk Weth AsiA.
is coming tomorrow.

Shri (Tiruchirapalli) :
Communist Members of Parliament
addso.letitbelikethlt.wewﬂl
own it up, it will not come in the

name of hon. Members Who are afraid
of it.

ghri Hanumanthaiys: It is not a
question of courage.

Shri P. Gopalan: Everybody knows
that Israel has started @ war on the
Arah countries, everybody knows that
Isrsel is the child of British and
American imperialism-

Mr. Speaker: We are now discus-
sing about the islands.

Shri P. Gopalan: South Asia is going
to be made an arena of war, if the
British and Americap imperialists are
allowed to the Indian Ocean
islands. It is a direct threat t;lher

ou

JFYAISTHA 18, 1889 (SAKA) Islands in Indian

Ocean by UK. (HAH. Dis)

Shri F. Gopelam: If it is, may I
know whether the External Affairs
Minister will come forward with a
categorical statement that if the
Britishers proceed with their amm of
purchasing and setting up their bases
im thete alavds, Yne
India will withdraw from the Com-
monwealth. That is what is expected
of a self-respecting country, and I
hope the External Affairs Minister
will do this solemn duty.

Shri E. K. Nayamar (Palghat): On
April 6th, the Minister of External
Affairs replying 10 a question in the
Lok Sabha said that the Government
had sent a representation which
amounts to a protest to Britain aguinst
its purchasing some islands in the
indian Ocean and to provide tramsit
and  refuelling-cum-communication
tacilities to the British and American
military planes to the Far East.

May I know if these facilities would
not necessitate the construction of
military air fields which could be used
as @ military base? Bince the islands
in the Indian Ocean have already been
bought by the British, may I know'

what was the result of India’s protest
to Britain?



3047 Purchase of
[Shrl E K. Nayanar]
Jointly by UK. and U.S, It is common
knowledge that F-111 bombers do not
possess the range directly to bomb
China. They can only be used against
South Asia or Esst Africa. May I
know if the Government of India will

wake up?

May I know what steps are taken
sgainst the British attitude?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri M. C. Chagla): I do not think
there is any ambiguity whatsoever
with regard to India’s policy with

Mauritius for acquiring certain
belonging to Mauritius and they have
paid a sum of £1] million to Seychelles
islands for acquiring certain islands
belonging to the Seychelles. They
have given us & categoric assurance
ihat these ialands will not be used as
military bases.

Shri Namblar: What is the guaran-
tee? Who will be able to check them?
!!:'nmmmmwmm
up?

Shri M. C. Chagia: They are meant
merely for transit staging fscilities.
They have polnted out to us
have the

JUNE 5, 1967 fslands in Indiow Ogean

by UK. (HAH. Dis.)

:
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islands are in order to protect
sia, Hong Kong and Austra
whom the United Kingdom

§
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be done is to buy a part of Mauritius
which is not independent and alsp to
buy a part of Seychelles which is a
colony and thersfors, this goss coun.
ter to the UN resclution. We Dhave
pointed out to the United Kingdem:
Goverrment on more than one otoe-
sion that this is opposed to the UN
:lmm..hm.?msm
we cunnot agres to what they are
We oblect to their purdhie-



mmq

buy a freehold or leasehold but you
cannot buy sovereign rights of a
country when that country is  not
in a position to decide whether it is
is prepared to part with the soverei-
gnty over a part of its own territory.
That is our position. That is how the
rstter stands.

ance that there is no intention what-
ever on the part of the United King-
dom to establish military bases.

Shei Basa (Diamond
Harbour): How do you define a mili-
tary base?

] . .

JYAISTHA 15, 1889 (SAKA) Islands in Indian

Ocean by UK. (HAH. Dis.)

Shei M. C. Chagla: Well, a military
base is a military base.

ever it is. It may be dangerous to do
g0, (Interruption) It is like what was
referrved to in the morning.

shri Jyotirmoy Basu: 200 years

2g0, we had the same story of the
British, at the time of the Battle of
Plamy— Is it loin‘tobgw
before this country now?

Some Hon, Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. If we
commit ourselves on the floor of the
House. that would not be proper. It
is not the Minister alone, but the
whole Houze and whole country.
Therefore, we should not ask things
off-hand ana which will place India
in a very, very embarrassing position;
it is the Government alone but the
country. The House now stands ad-
journed till 11 O’clock tomorrow.

1752 hre

The Lok Sabha then adjourned Sifl
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, June
8, 1067/Jyaistha 16, 1889 (Saka).



