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Monday, March 10, 1969/ Phalgunall9, 1890
(Szka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock
[Mr. Speaker in the Chair)
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. SPEAKER : I have to inform the
House of the sad demise of three of our
friends nameiy Shri Ganpat Sahai, Shri
Sachindra Nath Maiti and Shri H. P.
Mody.

Shri Ganpat Sahai was a sitting Member
of this House from Sultanpur constituency
of Uttar Pradesh. He was also a Member
of the Second Lok Sabha during the years
1961-1962. He was one of the elder mem-
bers of the House and in spite of his age
he used to attend the sittings of the House
very regularlv. He was taken ill recently
and passed away at New Delhi on the 8th
March, 1969 at the age of 86.

Shri Sachindra Nath Maiti was also a
sitting member of this House from Midna-
pore constituency of West Bengal. He
also passed away after a brief illoess at
Midnapore on the 9th March, 1969 at the
age of 67.

Shri H. P. Mody was a member of the
Central Legislative Assembly during the
years 1929-1943 and a Member of the Cons-
tituent Assembly of India during the years
1948-1949. He also served as a Member
for Supply in the Viceroy's Executive
Council during the years 1941-1943. He
was a distinguished statesman and was also
Governor of Uttar Pradesh. He passed
away at Bombay on the 9th March, 1969 at
the age of 87.

We deeply mourn the loss of all these
friends and | am sure the House will join
me ia conveying our coadolences to the
bsreaved families,
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THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY AND MINISTER

OF PLANNING (SHRIMAT! INDIRA
GANDHI) : This last week end has been
one of sorrow and grief for us. The cruel

hands of Death have snatched from our
midst three distinguished Indians, two of
whom were among us as hon. Members of
this very House until only the other day.

In Shri Ganpat Sahai we have lost one
of the veteran soldiers of the struggle for
Independence. His association with the
Congress Party began over sixty vears ago
and in fact there is hardly any time in my
life when 1 do not remember him on the
scene. As the House is perhaps aware, he
was associated with my home town of
Allahabad first as a very brilliant student
and later as a professor in the university
there. He renounced a promising cereer at
the time of Partition of Bengal and joined
in the movement which was then led by
Dr. Annie Besant and later by Muhatma
Gandhi. His career as a legislalor was
long and distinguished, both as a member
of the U.P. Assembly and also asa
Member, twice, of this House. The House
knows that he served on muny of its
Committees. He was one of those political
figures who although obsessed with political
problems yet found time for many other
activities and for the cultivation of wider
interests. He promoted educational iosti-
tutions and charitable trusts. He was
greatly interested in sports. He was also
associated with various socisl welfare
programmes. In him we have lost oane of
the leading political figures of the genera-
tion which was in the forefront of the
fight for freedom.

Similarly, Shri Sachindra Nath Maiti
was one of the fearless fighters in the ciause
of Independence. He belonged to the
reputed and dedicated band of Midnapore
Revolutionaries. He had undergone long
years of incarceration in prison in defence of
our right to be free. His entire life was devot-
ed to the service of the people and we shaH
miss him in this House as indeed we sha)|
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miss Shri Sahai. I feel that the country
will be poorer with the loss of these emin-
ent patriots.

We also mourn the death of Shri Homy
Mody. He belonged to the disappearing
generation of our great countrymen who
had so much to give to this nation. He
was not only a leading industrialist but an
elder statesman. He was a man of
culture and great dignity and also
full of life and full of wit with the
ability to transform the dullest function
into something that was lively and interest-
ing. He was, again, one of those persons
whom | remember from early childhood
and | had also the privilege of knowing
him when he was the Governor of U.P.
when I also was living in Lucknow. Since
then I have had many occasions to meet
him. | must say that even when he was
nearing the end of his life and his health
was failing he retained his brilliance and
sense of humour.

He led a rich and varied life and his
interests were varied, ranging from the fleld
of politics and economics to that of sports
and culture. All of us who had the privi-
lege of knowing him well will remember
his charming and genial personality, but I
think that India has lost one of her noble
sons and, as | have said, one who combin-
ed nobility with those other qualitles which
enrich our lives. Our thoughts paturally
g0 to the hon. member of this House, Shri
Piloo Mody, and to his gracious mother,
Lady Mody, in their hour of grief which we
also share.

May I request you on behalf of us all
to convey our sincere condoleace and deep-
est griel to the bercaved families ?

SHRI M. R. MASANI (Rajkot): 1
would like, Sir, on behalf of my Party, to
associate myself, all of us, with what has
fallen from your lips ana that of the Leader
of the House.

1 do not feel qualified to add to what
has been aptly said about Mr. Ganpat
Sahai, one of the veterans of our indepen-
dence struggle, whose handsome and digni-
fied face we have seen from our young
days, as also about Mr. Maiti.

But in so far as Sir Homi Mody is
concerned, I remember him from my boy-
hood. In him we have lost an elder
sta‘esman, ag admipistrator, 3 banker and
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businessman, an author—he will be remem-
bered for his biography of Sir Pherozshah
Mehta—a keen sportsman and patron of

sports like cricket, racing and many
others.

Sir Homi was a great Liberal and a
great patriot. His response to the needs

of the country and the aspirations of the
people was brought out when he wasa
Member of the Vicerov’'s Council. In
February, 1943, when Mahatma Gandhi
launched his historic fast in Yerawada Jail,
he found it impossible to continue in that
office because of the refusal of the then
administration to release Gandhiji and
avert the danger to his life. Fortunately,
Gandhiji was ab'e to complete his fast with-
out any catastrophe.

My first encounter with him was as a
political opponent, because when I was a
member of the Congress Party in the
Bombay Municipal Corporation from 1935,
Sir Homi was the leader of the other group,
which was called the Progressive Party, and
we had many a verbal duel across the
floor.

In 1943, a situation arose when he was
able to show that great generosity and to-
lerance for which we knew him. [ was
nominated as the Copgress candidate for
the Mayoralty, but 1 was working under
Sir Homi in the business corporation with
which we were both associated. Sir Homi
had his own candidate to fight me. He
could perhaps have used his position to
come in the way and stop me from being
nominated, but he did not for a moment
think of it that way. He stood aside and
said 1 was welcome to stand, knowing per-
fectly well (hat the result would be the
defeat of his own candidate. This was the
kind of thing one expected from him and
came across whenever the occasion arose.

He was one of our colleagues in the
Constituent Assembly of India, and I re-
member the many committees and sub-
committees on which one worked with
him.

In 1959, he joined some of us in
establishing the Swatantra Party. As fellow
office-bearers of the party, he and 1 had
occasion for nearly seven or eight years to
work together in harness, and the team
spirit, the esprit a’ corps, the spirit of liber_
alism and to lerance, of give and take whicu
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I found in him is something unfortunately
very rare in our public life in India today,
whatever party we may belong to.

As the Prime Minister rightly pointed
out, he had the rare gift of humour. He
was endowed with the happy faculty of
seeing the ludicrous or funny side even of
a grim or tense situation and the result was
that whenever tempers rose, ugly passions
were roused, tempers were frayed, he
brought sweetness and light by a crack or
touch of humour which dissolved everyone
into laughter and a very awkward situation
was often avoided.

Sir, our hearts go out to Lady Mody, his
partner throughout life, our own colleague,
Mr. Piloo Mody, his son, and the other
members of his family, and we all. join in
rcquesting you to convey our deep sym-
pathy to the relations of Sir Homi as well
as of our other two colleagues who have
passed away.

Nt gEIw waw  (3frar-fed) ¢
=8t wgEg, § AR AW A € FAIAT
&, A or99, g fRfAee agikar ¥ M
Y gardy ot ¥ gark & @gEdl qar of
A Y F 2ErEwE F g § osaw &Y
2, gftafag gxar &1+t T@gam o1 9
q37 & TA1gg W AEC@T 9IE A
T8 W1g § W 3T 7 Igw f@Ar w@ar a1
MmNy maadam d a7 9,
az At & fo famr s ww d=r FO
ot | IAFT AT AT W FAT F aav
g7 | ¥ 39 N F safeq q, AN AT FWIEA
e Y @ 2, Afew Sww oA fasr ok
a7 arw W pmt Ay AiERE & s
FTar 31 3 gHr A ArEN St & off
gros ¥ 27 A Ay

M NI AN T § 3, fogd
Zart AW ¥ oftew, ©eEdw WX AsEEgR
ay A A O Ao FAF T 1 ¥ I
AN Y, T AT T A & arEAgz N
fergema ST wrwrY ¥ w@9d F a7 W
qrrar et gt e ¥ &9 A ar)
9 7 Faq wrwrdY ¥ g9d ¥ Qe
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faar, =g 2w #Y arfass efee § w9 af
9T AT A ¥ foF AIT-aei & qx F
a1 w7 g g ¥ N w19 frgr, ag 1 &
AT TEN & | AT & IT F €7 THI
& IrrarT #Y fagat wwar Y wfEy,
AN 21T @ g7 & safw
g ot et Y g9 & A &, e @
ST Amfga & drar, Y 3w 1 gacars
F X F QT TS I, I AT ASA-
#fa, grefia WAt § FIT Y 9 99K
¥ safyaai 1 wa @ A qgT q€Q
g W FW F AT A fageTwra
afwat fat 37 W § | gAR gzadr st
g M. &Y 97 ¥ gg7 & faw mwiw
oI gTEYTE § T 93T A UF AT JoATH
arr & ) U ST ¥ faar & o av

@ 999 9T gH AT g @ qar
Y M & wfs gt grfcs q¥gT g9
FAE !

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur) : Sir,
on behalf of the DMK party in Parliament,
1 associate myself with the sentiments ex-
pressed by various Members. 1 did not
have the privilege to associate myself inti-
mately with them, though I do know by my
contact with various colleagues about their
work and the service that they have done
to the cause of our Motherland. I request
you to convey our heart-felt sympathies to
the bereaved families.

SHRI H. N. MUKERIJEE (Calcutta
North East) : M. Speaker, Sir, death is
the inevitable finale of life and when one
dies full of years and honours there should
normally be nothing very much to sorrow
over. But we as human beings have our
weaknesses, and for the time being, we feel
rather weighed down by the death of these
three eminent friends of ours, particularly
when two of them were with us from day
to day and during a session of Parliament
we had the expectation of seeing them any
time we wished to.

1 did not know Shri Ganpat Sahai inti-
mately but I did have occasional contacts
with him apart from listening to his parti-
cipation in this House, and 1 poticed thag
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he was not only a freedom-fighter of a
standing which is perhaps unmatched in
the country today but he was also possess-
ed of that quality of courtesy which at one
time at any rate used to be associated with
Utiar Pradesh. He performed his role of
being something like a bridge between three
generations  He was a remarkable man on
any computation, which could be seen when
he spoke in this House. He has passed
away full of years and honours, as | said.
But we are sorry all the same.

I knew Shri Sachindranath Maiti some-
what more, though 1 cannot claim any
particular intimacy. But what 1 noted
about him was a particular unostentatious-
ness of character. All his life had been
dedicated to the struggle for freedom and |
am very happy that the Prime Minister
mentionsed Midnapore, which should be
ranked with Satara and certain other regions
of our country, where the British rule had
been kicked out long before the entire
country achieved its independence. Shri
Maiti was a very close colleague of Shri
Ajoy Mukerjee, who has been making his-
tory in recent times, and of our friend here,
Shri Sumanta. We all admired the kind
of silent dedication, which he always
brought to bear upon his work. His pass-
ing away so suddenly is a shock, which we
have not been able to get over yet.

Shri Homi Mody has becn a name to
conjure with in Indian public lire and
though [ never had the privilege of com-
ing in touch with him, 1, like everybody
else, had been familiar with his variegated
activities. 1 think he would be remem-
bered as my friend Shri Masani has said,
for his Biogruphy of Sir Pherozeshah Melua,
which 1 happened to read a long time ago.
But it was a grand thing that we had in
our country a personality of that sort, who
was elegant to his finger tips, and at the
same time, he was able to come down und
mix with thc common bird. He wasa
good liver, who could drink life to the lees,
and yet, do it with a certain kind of aristo-
cracy which was in its own way a joy to
behold. We are particularly sorry for our
friend and colleague, in this House, Shri
Pilov Mody, to whom the blow must have
come in a manner, which no man can
describe.

1 am sure, Sir, you would convey the
feelings of condolence, which all of us have
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to the family of Shri Mody as well as of
Shri Ganpat Sahai.

ot <fa T (70) : weaw wd=w, &
R ¥ qif—dgw avafae @il -
gaTX @1 IrEdART s warad @3q W,
o qrady St qar ot fD f F W|Eaw
9T 39 ¥ gawg afed & sfa g3
gFE FT

o Taed ot & safeawa w7 ¥ A &
fage agf a1, IfFT @ @I F g aa &
I M FNgg A A | KA T ¥ -
Y 1T A1 Y oY, I W FY qQEr
¥ @eq B, 79 faafasr & s|iF A
TR Y qadia F N AT WAWA
Igi aga faaedt 1)

ot M ot g7 IEQI AqrE A
g, o fas gmafy 78 ¥, afew gfs-
A & AT IT F AT AIHIEATT
T A 3TAT 83 T 41 fF 1943 ¥, 9
ag qIAEqad #1 fwa F qged ¥, ay
A F WA FT AT FEA qrqEUT H
Fifraa ¥ g=wr ¥ fagr ar) @ waEEx
93 I 93 & 93Eg AT AR (e 4 g
M ML ANt M F gfa ;o @
A T FT AT § AT 952 @1 g |

ot gradt o # g QI aEl
J,ATAT AT 0 F gIew qa, &
sgf¥ITa ®7 § ST A AT 97 | TAY
wiEw, 89 § 3@ A a7 ag § v fager
gzt qrdE &1 g faa I grse
#r gowra gf, ¥ fagarge 7@ Wik e
4 F 3§ AR 9F AR IR-g: T aF
AT qEA F a9 FT QAT G M4
qrzd ot FOA & 99 FwifgEQ Ay §
§ @Y 1020-21 ¥ UAT AT W A
o< aga &l aF, o g @1 9% 9w
Fofrax ¥ 1020 ¥ ag 9 ¥ fag
famaa wq ¥ AfeT wgi ¥ A F A
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g1 w0 § 9 feawedt ag) o afew
qeta wrerew & win faar, @ 8]
aw frag a sftaq sfanfga @ &
I F fra g7 ¥ F1AaT 91, IT F}A@
g, drigrar AgH qIAS TH §EA W
w1 gaur AdY & 1+ W & 9g UF FIT o
tagd ¥ agf g A AfFET gAR @
IT & 0 g2eq = QA F qra qUq-
gl ay¥aEas 43 @y ¥ A<
A F N GF A F qR A fger=ed
W I FmaFag AR AT F AT F
arg |agAT g MT Irgar g fF ogAt =
SN WY IAFafar g T F AN
IUfaFId & 97 F qrg gAY eI
AT T

SHRI UMANATH (Pugukkottai) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my party I also
join the sentiments of grief and condolences
expressed by you particularly for Shri Gan-
pat Sahai and Shri Maiti who were patriots
silently working for the people in their res-
pective uareas as well as the country as a
whole. | join in the condolences being
sent to their families.

So far as Sir Homi Mody is concerned
certain political assessments have been made
about his past services to the people. My
party do not associate with those political
assessments, we have our own assessment
about them. But I do join in condolences
being sent to his family, especially to our
colleague Shri Piloo Mody, his wife and
other members of his family.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kendrapara) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, | asso-
ciate myself with the feelings expressed
and deeply mourn the death of three of our
departed colleagues. About Shri Ganpat
Sahai, as you know, although he belonged
to the old generation he was a very dedi-
cated soul. I think very few in our coun-
try are in a position to get this credit as
Sir Homi Mody and Shri Ganpat Sahai.
Shri Sahai and Sir Homi Mody have to
their credit an uninterrupted public service
even towards the end of their lives. Shri
Sahai was a Member of the Second Lok
-Sabhu. To the Third Lok Sabha he sent
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his son. So far as I remember, his son
represented the very same constituency. His
services in that very constituency were so
varied, in the educational, social and politi-
cul fields, that the people loved him and
adored him. Last year, during the elect-
ion campaign 1 happened to be in that
constituency. | met him at the railway
station. Even at that stage people greeted
him and gave him a warm welcome. He
said :  “In this election | am npot very
much interested in who wins but | have
come to tell the people what they should
do.” He was a patriot for when | think
there can be no other tribute than to say
that he died almost in harness.

About Shri Maiti, as all of us know,
he was one of the silent Members of this
House, but such dedicated souls are pro-
bably very rare in our public life. His de-
votion to duty, his record of public service
is something which will always remain as
an example for all of us in the future.

Regarding Sir Homi Mody, he was a
veteran in our public life. He belonged
to a diffzrent school of politics, no doubt
but I do not think this country will ever
forget the services that such veterans have
rendered to our country from their own
point of view. He did play a great part
in giving this country some amount of
leadership in spheres of business, and in
spheres of liberal potitics he had attained
an age which a  passing generation will re-
member. From that point of view 1 have
nothing to say but, certainly. such great
patriots are very much needed in our coun-
try at a moment when we are also passing
through an age of transition and develop-
ment. My sympathies are with our friend
Shri Piloo Mody, who is not here, and 1
hope you will convey our condolencs to
him and the other members of his family.

SHRI N. C. CHATTERJEE (Burdwan) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, both Uttar Pradesh and
Midnapore have played a coaspicuous role
in the freedom struggle and we are sorry
to miss two of our esteemed colleagues, one
from Uttar Pradesh, Shri Sahai, and the
other from Midnapore, Shri Maiti. Both
were revolutionaries and we should mourn
their loss.

I had the privilege of working with
Shri Homi Mody for some time at the in-
stance of Rajaji and | knew him intimately.
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1 find that our old friend, Shri S. K. Patil,
has said that Sir Homi Mody had built a
monument tor himself in Bombay. 1 wish
when in Calcutta, he had seen what a monu-
ment of love and tradition he had built for
himself in Calcutta. Throughout the in-
dustrial world his position was unique.
He was a statesman and a patriot.

I remember I got a (elegram from Shri
K. M. Munshi, asking me to go over here
from Calcutta to participate in a conven-
tion which was held under the leadership of
Sir Taj Bahadur Sapru when Mahatma
Gandhi was about to die. It was expected
of Dr. Aney and Shri Nalini Ranjan Sarkar
to resign. But the whole of India got a
mild shock when Sir Homi Mody resigned
on the government's refusal to release
Mahatma Gandhl.

He was a man of versatile talent.
Today West Bengal is passing through a
constitutional crisis. If you had a Gover-
por like Sir Homi Mody, possibly all
problems would have been solved in a way
which would have been acceptable to all,
both to the Government and the people,
the Centre and the State.

He had the wonderful capacity of
taking a joke against himself, and 1 think
my hon. friend, Shri Masani, referred to
his sense of humour. That is a great point.
We are glad that his son, Shri Piloo Mody,
our colleague in this Parliament, has in-
herited this quality.

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
condolence to the members of the bereaved
family.

SHRI S. C. SAMANTA (Tamluk) : Sir, I
associate myself completaly with the referen-
ces that have been made by you, the Prime
Minister and other friends. We have lost
three friends of ours. Two of them are not
intimately known to me but Shri S. N.
Maiti was intimately known to me. He
had been to England for studies before
1920. When he came back, in 1923 we
worked together for the renovation of the
educational system at the call of Mahatma
Gandhi, who asked us to boycott the exis-
ting schools and colieges at that time. After
that, in 1930, he joined the locol non-co-
operation movement and went to jail. In
1931 the District Magistrate of Midnapore
and two other magistrates were murdered.
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Shri Maiti was arrested on suspicioa but
he was released later on. All the same,
he could not escape the wrath of the
British. He was detained from 1941 to
1945 and you will be glad to know that he
had the company of our good friend, Dr.
Triguna Sen in the detention camp. He
was a silent sort of man, but a man of
action and a lovely person.

We deeply mourn his loss and we
would request you to convey our condolence
to the members of the bereaved family.

MR. SPEAKER : May 1 request the
House to stand in silence for a short while
1o express its sorrow ?

The Members then stood in silence for
a short while.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Petro-Chemical Complex of Gujarat
+

SHRI R.K. AMIN ;

SHRI K.M. MADHUKAR :
DR. RANEN SEN :

SHRI C. JANARDHANAN :
SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA :

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the licences of downstream
units in the Petrochemical complex of
Gujarat State have been issued so far ;

(b) if not, when they are likely to be
issued ;

(c) the reasons for the delay in the
implementation of the scheme ; and

*361.

(d) the steps Government propose to
take to implement the scheme ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS (SHRI D.R. CHAVAN) : (a)
and (b). The Gujarat  Petrochmical
complex as now planned consists of two
basic projects : (i) the aromatics project
and (i) the naphtha cracker project.
Government approvals for the downstream
units linked with the aromatics project
have already been given. In regard to
those linked with the naphtha cracker,
applications received from private parties
bave been evaluated in consultation with



