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ZO.OlIll'll. 

MOTION RE: FLOOD SITUATION 
IN THE COUNTRY 

eft' .~ '"" ~ (f<="~ ~) : 
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"That this House takes note 01 the 
statement laid on the Table by the 
Minister 01 Irrigation and Power on 
the 14th November. 1967 on the flood 
situation in the country." 
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contia): Sir, 
I wish there had been a Chavan from 
West Bengal or Orissa for highlighting 
the havoc caused in Midnapore Dis-
trict and Orissa by floods recenly. 

I do not in any way wish to under-
mine or minimise the sufferings of the 
Koyna people. But the figures I have 
got are that 20,000 houses have been 
damaged and 2 lakh people have been 
affected in Koyna area. But in the 
recent floods in Oriss. lind West Ben-
gal_8 re,ards Orissa, my hon. friend, 
Shri Kundu, will speak-the havoc 
wrought has been immensely greater. 
In Midnapur district alone. more than 
12 lakh people have been affected. The 
figures I am living are olftc4l1 fIgures. 
85,000 hOUSe/! have been comt!~~ 
washed away, 1,000 heads of cattle 
washed away, 12 high schools in my 
constituency have been completely 
devastated and 457 primary schools 
have completely collapsed. Not only 
that. 3-4 lakh acres of cultivated 
paddy land have been completely 
destroyed. Thi8 Contai area which 
supplies pan which is famous all over 
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India. A few salt factories have also 
been completely erased. Except a few 
main roads, all the feeder roads, have 
been completely obliterated. 

This is not all. Crops worth Rs. 25 
crores have been damaged. This is 
not my figure. but the official estimate. 
You know that part of the Contai sub-
division which is my constituency and 
which is also part of the constituency 
ot our venerable friend, Shri Samanta, 
-these are ·the surplus areas in West 
Bengal. They are known as the 
granary of the southern side of West 
Bengal. There is only one crop in a 
year. It has been completely devasta-
ted resulting in a loss of Rs. 25 crores 
worth of foodgrains. What will 
happen to these people of flood-affected 
areas I do not know. 

I had sent frantic telegrams to the 
Prime Minister and the Food Minister 
to go there at the time of flood and 
see things for themselves or at least 
to make a statement. Unfortunately. 
our Chief Minister was then ill and 
could not visit that area. As a result, 
!!he ~vas1ja~on that occurred ~ere 
during the recent fiood did not get 
the attention of the nation at large. 

What about the relief measures? As 
a result of drought in West Bengal, 
Rs. 12 crores sanctioned by the Relief 
Minister, were completely exhausted. 
With the result, the West Bengal Gov-
ernment has no money now to spend 
on relief works. They have sent 
frantic appeals to the Centre to give 
aid for relief work. But Central relief 
did not reach in time. I am getting 
telegrams and letters about the condi-
tions there and asking for relief. At 
least for the next three months we 
haVe to give some relief to that ~rea. 
All the schools have either been 
destroyeq, or damaged and students 
cannot pay their tuition fees to the 
teachers of colleges and schools. 
Recently, the West Bengal Govern-
ment completely stopped all relief 
measures. As I have already said, the 
atnan crop is the only crop in that 
area. I have been told that 80 per 
cent of the people have completely 

lost their only crop, their only means 
of sustenance. What will happen to 
them, God alone knows! Then is no 
proper aids, no comprehensive relief 
measures are forthcoming. 

The devastation that has been caused 
is unprecedented in recent times. 
During the last 100 years, such a fiood 
had never occurred in the Midnapur 
district. The root cauSe of the flood 
in Midnapur and Orissa is the treach_ 
erous Subarnarekha river which had 
burst over its banks and flooded the 
whole area. The water flows over ttl 
Midnapur and other parts of Contai 
sub-division. As a result, all of the 
five basins were flooded. These basins 
are Dubda, Badhia, South Contai, 
Magra and Bara Chauka. All these 
areas become waterlogged as a result 
of the overflow from Subarnarekha 
and they usually remain water-logged 
for whole year due to depression of 
land in these basins. I would request 
Government to take some permanent 
measures to control the flood both in 
Orissa and also in Midnapur area. Dr. 
K. L. Rao should immediately visit 
the place, survey the area and concrete 
measures to give permanent relief to 
this area from the devasta tion of 
floods be taken. If these waterlogged 
basins can be reclaimed, not only 
would we achieve flood control and 
assure protection to common people 
from floods but the production of rice 
in the Contai sub-division and other 
parts of Midnapur, which are already 
a surplus area, will be doubled. This 
will supply the needs of not only 
Contai and Midnapur but also the res' 
of West Bengal. I wo~ therefore 
request Dr. K. L. Rao to immediately 
visit the area and take permanent 
measures for flood control and food 
production there. 

eft' ~ ~ ('WIT): 
~~,~~lf,t~ ~ 
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SHRI S. KUNDU (Balasore): This 
discussion should have come much 
earlier, better late than never. 

In my part of the country, in my 
constituency, in my State. a grue some 
tragedy was witnessed in the form of 
these 1100ds and then after two months 
there was the cyclone. I do not say 
that this is in any way graver than 
Koyna, i.t is all tragedy, which has 
completely enveloped all the people of 
India as such. 

The 1100ds which came in the month 
of September in my district of Bala-
sore and in Mayurbhanj in the Swa-
rnarekha and Burhabalanji was un-
precedented. In 14 hours there was 
a rainfall of UI". At that time there 
was high tide in he sea, and the rain 
water was so heavy that it could not 
be discharged. People had not seen 
such 1100ds in a hundred years, in 
living memory. I have got photographs 
of the 1100ded area, from which you 
can imagine what a horrible tragedy 
it was. 

The people who were eating found 
that some water was coming, then 
"their thalia started floating, in half an 
hour the houses started falling. People, 
cattle, everything was swept away by 
high floods. Much before any relief 
could reach there. the devastation, 
damage, was done. Therefore this is 
one of the greatest tragedies. 

The area affected is 15,000 square 
lIliles, the population affected is 15 
lakhs. The report is that more than 
100 people have died in the floods, 
forgetting the 800 people who dies in 
the cyclone. Ten thousand villages 
have been affected, and many thou-
sands of villages have been completely 
swept away, I was in hospital that 
time, and I had written a letter to 
Dr. K. L. Rao and also the Prime 
J4inister. It is good that Dr.. K. L. 

Rao, along with me, visited my 
constituency on 21st September. 

As the saying goes, there was water, 
water everywhere, but not a drop to 
drink. There is so much abundance of 
water in my State, but we have not 
been able to channelise them for 
irrigation. One_tenth of the total 
rivers of India flows in my State. If 
you can harness it properly, this 
water will be useful for irrigation 
purposes, and Orissa can supply food 
to the whole of India. The plan for 
the development of the Swarnarekha-
Burhabalanji basin has been lying in 
the cupboard of the Government for 
the last ten years. Investigation and 
flood control are inter-connected. If 
you want to do anything about flood 
control, naturally you block certain 
water by dam and you divert it for 
irrigation. Therefore, when you take 
up this question, we have been ham-
mering on the Government that these 
projects should be taken, namely these 
projects which will irrigate about seven 
lakh acres of paddy land, and which 
would save permanently the flood 
devastation caused by the treacherous 
river the river of sorrow, that is, 
this Subarnarekha. 

The hon. Minister had written to me 
a letter and he has spelt out some 
action which he was going to take. 
There was the national highway which 
the Government haVe built, and this 
national highway also was the cause 
of obstacle because it kept the water 
level high. He has also spelt out that 
there must be some sort of Investi-
gation Division which will investigate 
into these flood measures and irriga-
tion measures. He has also suggested 
some irrigation schemes in that letter. 
I would like to know from the young 
Minister who has taken charge-Dr. K. 
L. Rao is not here unfortunately.-..p 
to how he is going to implement ~n.em~ 

Another thins is. i:l such calamities. 
the attitude hP~ been one of Centre 
versus ~ 'States. We haVe to forget 
all ~e. We have been pleadilng that 
at ;Ae level of the Centre there must 
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be some allotment for relief operations 
in the budget. Some crores of rupees 
must be allotted for relief operations, 
and a relief squad at the Centre with 
the defence personnel should be main-
tained. Ir.:;:nediately there is flood, the 
defence personnel must be able to go 
1Ihere with boats and other rescue 
equipment, and commence rescue 
operations, along with the supply of 
food, clothing, etc. I cannot imagine, 
during this cold winter, how the people 
of my State and also in Koynanagar 
and other places would be living: they 
would be shivering in this biting cold, 
without food, clothing and shelter. It 
the agency which I suggest is built up, 
we can easily make relief available to 
them. 

The difficulty is this. Whenever 
there is a grant given by this Govern-
ment, it is always a matching grant. 
Suppose it sanctions Rs. 1 crore, they 
want the State Government also to 
give Rs. 1 crore. Sometimes, the State 
Government is so poor that it cannot 
give money because it does not have 
money; it does not have enough 
resources. Therefore, it is necessary 
that all~tment should be made for 
Central relief in the general budget 
and the Irrigation Minister will take 
up the matter with the Finance 
Minister and see that this is done. 

There is one more thing. After this 
flood devastation, which has comple_ 
tely da~aged Adra. Balasore and 
Mayur\>hanj and other parts in my 

:State, there is a new awareness among 
the people to grow more food and a 
new awareness also among the young 
people who have been elected as Sar-
panches and as other officers. They 
are doing a dedicated work. When I 
was touring in my constituency, a 
Santhal came and said that h,. wants 
to grow wheat in his village· called 
Bathnoti, because he has learnt it from 
a Marwadi shopkeeper, I was asto-
nished. This is an example of the 
awareness coming from a Santhal. 
who wants to grow more paddy and 
wheat but he does not get any initia-
tive from the omcers. He does not 

get initiative from the voluntary or 
social organisations. Therefore, when 
there is nati.onal calamity, when 
there is flood or any other damage 
like ~at, what I feel is that the 
agricultural units should be built up 
completely on a new pattern and new 
village units should be built up, and 
for that, a complete lay-out and 
design should be given from the 
Central Government. 

What I find at the time of the 
national calamities like flood and 
cyclone is, when people read this 
news. say, at Delhi, then, they start 
collecting relief funds etc., for 
helping the affiicted, say in Orissa or 
Koynanagar. Now, I say that this 
should not be left completely to the 
care of individual persons. What I 
suggl!st is that the Central Govern-
ment and the Information and Broad-
casting Ministry must have a 
forum, and immediately when there 
is a cyclone or flood or earthquake, 
this forum must go and take the 
photographs and use the television 
and radio and print leaftets and cir-
culate them to everybody and through 
such a forum or national committee, 
the relief funds should be collected. 

With these words, I plead with the 
minister 1lo pay particular attention 
to the sufferings of the people in my 
area, in Balasore and Mayurbanj and 
also in the areas in West Bengal just 
now mentioned by my friend. Shri 
Samar Guha. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI 
(Bhubaneswar): Sir. Last Septem-
ber, the dis1lricts of Balasore, Purl, 
Cutllack and Mayurbanj in Orissa 
were very much affected by the 
floods. Therefore, I fully agree with 
the suggestion of my friend. 1!4r. 
Gupta. to have a long-range pro-
gramme, a mas1ler plan, for each 
State, so that the flood problem can 
be tackled permanently. 

Flood and drought have still 
remained a constant feature of 
Orissa. After the construction of the 
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Hirakud reservoir, the floods in 
Mahanadi have been controlled to a 
certain extent. But there were 
different stages of flood control 
planning so far as Mahanadi is 
concerned. After the first stage was 
ever, the other stages have been left 
over. There was a proposal to divert 
some waters of Mahanadi to Chilka 
through Manibhadra, and Gania bar-
rage schemes to provide irrigation 
facilities to vast areas in Bolagarh-
Begunia, Daspalla, Banpur, Ranpur, 
Khurda and Brahmagiri. That pro-
gramme has not yet been implemen-
ted, 

During the last floods, the hon. 
Minister for Irrigation and Power was 
kind enough to visit the flood-affected 
areas. An expert team which visited 
the areas came to certain concluSions, 
namely, there were insufficient faci-
lities for drainage of flood water. 
Secondly, wherever a national high_ 
way is passing, it acts as an obstruc-
tion and more escapes should be there 
in national highways for discharge of 
flood water. So far as the area bet-
ween Subarnarekha and Burrabalang 
and Brahmani and Baitaraui are con-
cerned that must be fully protected 
from flood. III. Cuttack flood has 
been controlled to a certain extent but 
Balasore and Mayurbanj district are 
in constant danger of flood. The 
control of floods in Subarnarekha is a 
joint work between the Governments 
of West Bengal and Orissa and Bihar. 
What has happened to all these sug-
gestions madl:! by the expert team? 
They should be implemented imme-
diately. 

Another danger which they referred 
to was the erosion of many villages 
near the river embankments. I want 
to bring to the notice of the minister 
that Kantllle and Padmavati villages, 
which are historically most important 
places, are going down today into the 
lead of the Mahanadi river, Because 
every year, the river is eroding and 
the villages are going into the bed of 
the river. I want to know what steps 
Govemmeui have taken to implement 

there recommendations of the expert 
committee and devise ways to protect 
these villages. 

From a fast-developing State, Orissa 
has recently turned into a ·relief State, 
depending only on relief. For 20 
years, this State was neglected. Only 
recently when it had started moving 
fast, it has turned into a relief State. 
The report of the minister says that 
the Orissa, Government took adequate 
measures to provide relief to the flood 
affected people. This is incorrect. The 
people are suffering most. The Central 
Government should do its best to 
solve the flood and drought problem 
of Orissa including drinking water 
supply, so that there is a permanent 
solution. 

~ ~ smN ('ff~): mnqf~ 

ll'~~, 4-' Tff ~~U~ if; W;r ~ amrr 
if;i,f~~ ~~~~~am: 
~ f~ f<f<mf 'FTzr \1T ~ ~ ~ 93fT 
~ I ~!if~ if; ,!cff f;;for ~~ iff~, 
;mfl~, a:qf~, iT'~ am: 'l~T 
f~ if; f;;for ~~ 3lTU, ~u 3nf~ ~6' 
~ if; Wli'rq ~ dfIl'fcrl"l:: 'l"l:: SI\1Tf<m ~ 
~. I ?;;r el'ci,: ~: ~ ~~ ~T ;fllm:T I:.I;~ 

ll'('If'fi"f ;f\'lIT€r ~ afr"{ ~I'if ~I'if ~ 
~ ~ lI'ir ~ ~ IT': armT ~ <ir \1T 
~ Of ~T ~(:f ~ fiI; ~ ~6' if~ if; ~IT': 
~TtT1 ~h 'f"l:: f~ ~T ~ 'IT '-~ ~. I 
~T ~"{ it ~ ~ ;t'r 'lftq1Jf ~ 
iffr ~ gT!; T!;~ fri ~ ~ ~mr ;fr 
ttTI ~f~~i~~'f~ \mfd ~T 
~T f~rt ~if 0f'IiT ~ ~ fiI<;f\' ~ mf~ 
\m f~rt if; anur;:: 'l"l:: T!;l!i ro"!f\" ffi"{ q"{ 

~ ij' ~ ~ '1:'ff f~T if; foro: iffrf 11.~ 
m:ffi' f~ ;;rTlf I 

~l!i<:f~~ ij'4amrri~ 
i{lIT'U ifft:rlI'T f;;rt'fT, ~ ~( ~,i f;;rt'fT, 
~ "'tIT, 'fI1TU am: m ~T if; ;fl;f if 
~('I~~~'fl!i~jj;~ 
srTlI': ~(t~ If<:~it~ 
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rn~', ~ ~~~rn~i'I:Tll~llT 
flf\' ~ f1r~ <foiftr '1ft mi ij; amm: If': 
m:<m ~ ~ 'FT <fo'rf ~ ~ 
f~ ~:;f,' 'Ifr ~m arr<m"ll ~T ~ 
~m~~1 

OfIlfiT 'ifr lfi'rlf-rfillT': ;f "!<li1"l ij; 'fin:OT 
'IlRT (\,~T an{ ~ art<:;;rr;{ 'f ~ <'f 11\'1 
'WT ~rcrr ;f arfcr '1~:qr ~ ~ij; f<'ro; 
~ft~iJ an<: arfiJ1.i~ <'fTlfT 'fi1 ~T ~ 
~"I'f.t ij; <ITt ;f <iW <n: ~fCf f~ ;r~ 
{ ~r ~. l1l1"f-r <r.mT ~ I 

.n~~ (~): ~rq'fu 
lft~, ~ arr'1 if ij;'f<'f l!;'fi f~~ l{ 
3f!l'fT ~Cf ~Tr.a' lfi\ 1f.t <for ~i ~ I 
~ f~ ;f ~~ 4' 3fCfifr rnT ~ ~ crT 
... ~ i'rflfior ~ 'Jfr 'I1T ~1'fCf ~ 
~ ~ <tT ~CfT;f ;:rn <R: ~m ~ I 

l!~ l'f[PI ij;m'f ~~W~ 
f'fi SNlf q':q~ <JT'JfifT 'Jf'f <'fTl! g'~ crT 
q<f.f f~ fumij; ma ... ~ ~~ 
~ m~* <tT ~en 'fiT ~ an<: ~ 
f~ ij; mwff <n: (t ~tr ~ ij; 
flfimorT 'fiT fffi lfi\T<JT ~ I ~T trI!1f 
l{ ~ ~<rft ~<'f~ ~ l'f[~ ~f!f; 
f~~if;~ mwn 'fi)~ml{~ 
<1T~ ~ ~ ",r<1;fl ij; 3m: f<fomOfl lfil 
fro flfi<Jr;r<JT f;mlfir fit; orcr"r'lfl arr'Jf 

m:<m 'fir ,!~T ~ W ~ an<: 1f~ 
f~ <foT ~T 'fi't ~ ~ ~ lfi\ 'iT 

~~~ I 

WT rn:qrhTjfifT <n: m:<m ~ t!fTll' 

~ ~T ~ aft<: <rft fum lfT~ <n: 
arf<1<fo t!fTll' ~ ~T ~ I ~ f'JfCfif !~, 
0T<'ITif ~~. ~ trCf <foT ~ l:l:T <:(t 
~ ail<: ~ <n: I;"<JT'" ~ f~r 'JfT W ~ 
W~ "'~TI 

~-mlf 4' ~~ '1fT Cf~ f'fi ~ if; 
~ ~~ ~T~~~~'fcrT~ 

~r trlfiCfr ~ .... ~~ ~r ~ol '1m-~' an<: ;:r (t 
;:r;;f'1!:'f <'flf 'iT~~. I 'Jfl If\'I§R ~ron ~, 
'Jf~ Cfl'f q~ lTlfr ~ 'f~ 'fir OflJrol <n: ;:r cri 
~ Cf-r tr1>~ ~. arh ... l:l:r -r~'1 <'flf trlfi~ 
~. I <foI§R if; ~;;rij; 'fiT l:!:T;;<I Cf~r f'if"rffi'-
Ofol'fo li:1lTl ~ I ~~ ij; f<'f!1; mlfiR 'Ii"r-r 
~r ~r~ Cf-rr ~r ~ ? 'f~ <n: ftrm if; 
<t.; ~ ~r<l'ol ~ ~'i'I1 ~ 'JfT 

~T ~? 4' :qJR'lfr f<fo ~r~ <'f1{, f~ 
<ir;;r.;raff <n: '!'f: I>lfr'l' ~ I ~'arm lfi\iJT 

~ f'fi +i;:ii ~ifi~ 'Jf'f ~~ 'fir "IlfTCf ~iT 
iJif 'fir ~tr lf~ 1l <n'lf'fr>: ilfru ~~ g'l!; 
Cfff;;rqq f<fo lfil' <!lfqcf;; <for flf<I<:'IT f'fil'f - ... ~, 
~Iif; ~garr ~ I 

SHRI D. D. JENA (Bhadrak): 
Spoke in Oriya . 

SHRI S. KUNDU: In one or two 
sentences I will give the gist of what 
the hon. Member has said in Qriya in 
his maiden speech. He said that the 
Centre must give more and more 
assistance to States lilke Orissa in 
flood prevention work and irrigation 
projects. He added that each Mem-
ber of Parliament must donate Rs. 31 
to the National Relief Fund. He said 
that he has his sympathies for the 
tragedies that take place in other 
areas also. 

SHRI S. C. SAMANTA (Tamluk): 
My hon. friend, Shri K~war LaI 
Gupta deJDllIlded that there should be 
overall survey of the flood damages in 
the country and. in that connection, he 
referred to Delhi also. The Najafgarh 
canal in Delhi has been investigated 
by experts. There was a flood In Mid-
napur district. I think .it was in 1960 
when the then hon. Prime Minister, 
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru went and 
visited the flood-affected area. He 
also constituted an expert committee 
under the Ghairmanship of Shri Man 
Singh. Shri Man Singh has Bubmit-
ted a report not only about Midnapur 
district but the whole of West Bengal. 
But nothing has been done as yet for 
implementing the recommendations ot 
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[Shri S. C. Samanta) 
the committee. So, I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister what has 
beeIl done about the Man Singh Com-
mittee report. 

tft ~ ~ (~) : if 
flnr.t ~ ~ ~ ~ an W ~ flfi 'IfI1ro 
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~vf I ~~'tiT~fit;In;jJ1 ~r 
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~~~1lt1;'fi~11'm-~ 
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"" ..nrom.- 'r" : ~ ~, 
1l ~T ~ lfi1 ~ t.;r .~ ~ 
f.!;~~~~~~~ ~'R 
~ m ifiT~mr"t I it{t 
~ ~tf'liW~~q;~-lftar<: 
t<'fF'3r ~ ~ ~ ifiT ~ fitillT l'!1'tT 
~, ~ ~ ~ ri ~ ~IIIT ~ am: 
'liT!tT~fllJllT~ 13IICjijll'lidl ~<mr 
;tT ~ fiI; ~ ID'U ~ o'T<!i ~ ~ ri 
~ am: ~ 'R lI"it ~T 1'Iit om: ii;m' 
~prr ~ fiI; ~ ~R;tT ~« ifiT1J iI"Tfur 
~~l'!1'tT1 

~ ~ IIITdT i, ;;r) qr.ft ~'R ~ ~.". 
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~, ;1"1'" ~ ~ ~ lIlT ~T ~ I itu dT"~ 
~ if; ~-lJTlI<'f 'fTC<: ~ ~ I 1l~.". 
~fiI;~~~WifiT'llT~W I 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is: 
"That this House takes note of the 

statement laid on the Table by the 
Minister of Irrigation and Power on 
the 14th November, 1967, on the 
flood situation in the country." 
The motion was adopted. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands 
adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 
11 A.M. 

ZO.5' hn. 

The Lok Sabha ~hen adjourned titZ 
Eleven of th,e CloCk on Fridat/, Decem-
ber 22, 1967/Pausa 1, 1889 (Saka). 

c 


