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Bomb Blasts In Deihl 

8167. SHRI BALASAHEB VIKEH 
PATll: Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether In view of the Increase in 
number of bomb blasts in Delhi Government 
propose to increase the number of Bomb 
disposal squads in Deihl; 

(b) whether Government propose to 
train more people to meet the reported short-
age of ExplOSives Experts: and 

(c) the details of preventive measures 
taken by Government to make the public 
alert In thiS regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SUBODH KANT SAHAY)' (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) The number of persons to be trained 
In handling and defUSing the device IS as per 
the number of seats for Deihl Police allo-
cated by the National Security Guards 

(c) The public IS educated through the 
T.V., Newspapers and RadIO to exerCise 
cautIOn and to be on the look out for SUSP'-
CIOUS obtects and to Inform the Police. If 
necessary. 

Helicopters for Delhi Fire Service 

8168. SHRI M V CHAN-
DRASHEKARA MUR-
THY 

SHRt BANWARI LAL PURO-
HIT 

Will the MInister of HOME AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether Deihl Fire ServICe has 
repeatedly requested for providing hehcop-
ter services to evacuate people trapped In 

the multi storeyed buildings; 

(b) whether the naval helicopters had 
played a vital role in evacuating hundred of 
guests and other personnel from the Oberoi 
Hotel in Bombay which caught fire recently; 

(c) if so, whether Government propose 
to provide helicopters to Fire Service in the 
Capital where high nse bUildings exist; and 

(d) if so, the details In thiS regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SUBODH KANT SAHAY): (a) to (d). The 
Information IS being collected and Will be laid 
on the Table of the House. 

Delay in Issue of Passports 

8169. SHRISRIKANTADATTANARA-
SIMHARAJA WADIYAR Will the MInister of 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) the numberof passport applications 
pending In different Regional Passport Of-
fices at present for more than one month; 

(b) the reasons for delay In the Issuance 
of passports to the people, and 

(c) the steps taken for early disposal of 
these passport applicatIOns? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRII K GUJRAL): (a) Statement 
shOWing the passport applICations pending 
In varIOUS RegIOnal Passport Offices at pres-
ent for more than one month IS given below. 

(b) the main reasons for delay In t~e 
Issue of passports are: 

(I) delay In receipt of verification 
reports. 

(II) increase In num~r of applica-
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tions beyond normal handling 
capacity of Passport staff; and 

(iii) short supply of Passport book-

lets to some Passport Offices. 

(c) the steps taken forthe early disposal 
of passport applications are enumerated in 
Statement II given below. 
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STATEMENT ·11 

The following steps have been taken for 
the early disposal of passport apphcatrons: 

(I) Passport apphcatlons are scru-
tintsed at counters and incom-
plete applications are returned 
to applicants on the spot, point-
Ing out the deficIencies Incom-
plete applications received by 
post are returned the same day, 
pointing out the defICIencIes 

(II) Despatch of pprsonal partIcular 
forms of applicants to the Po-
Itce'CID authOrities Within 24 
hours of theIr rec@lpt 

(III) Periodical reminder to the Po-
hce'CID authOritIes and con-
stant halson With those authOri-
ties at various levels 

(IV) Simplification and rationaliza-
tion of passport procedures 

(V) Deployment of additional tem-
porary staff and provISion of 
speCial incentives to staff for 
working on Sundays and closed 
holidays 

(VI) Despatch of passports to appli-
cants WIthin 5 working days of 
the r@celpt of Pohce& CID 
Reports 'clearance from the 
COl1rernj:>d authOritIes 

(VII) The qlJestlon of provIsion of 
addltlonC'l1 staff/redeployment of 
staff IS engaging Government's 
urgent attentIon and addItional 
officers 'staff would be proVided 
to the passport offices to cope 
up With the Increase In the work 
load as soon as possible 

(viii) Urgent measures are being 
taken to increase the printing of 
the passport booklets capaicity 
by the India" Security Press, 
Nasik. As 3' stop gap arrange-
ment, passport booklets have 
been diverted to the concerned 
Passport Offices to meet the 
immediate shortfall. 

(IX) The progress of disposal of 
passport applications is regu-
larly mOnitored weekly with the 
help of computers by the CPV 
DIVISIon of the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. 

Development of Horticulture 

8170. SHRI SRIKANTA DATTA 
NARASIMHARAJA 
WADIYAR: 

SHRI GOPI NATH GAJAPATI: 

Will the MInister of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether Government are imple-
menting schemes for the development of 
horticulture: 

(b) If so, the amount spent on the 
horticulture developmental Schemes in 
Seventh plan, 

(c) whether Government propose to 
Introduce some comprehensive schemes 
for the development of horticuhure during 
Eighth plan; 

(d) If so, the details thereof; and 
(e) the States where this scheme is 

proposed to be Implemented? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI UPENDRA NATH VERMA): 
(a) Yes, Sir 


