251 NATO forces’ Naval
exercises in Indian Ocean (CA)

SHRI " ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
(Gwalior): There should be Govern-
ment Business only after 2 O’clock.

MR. SPEAKER; I only wish you
were. sometimes on this side and have
the taste of it,

We adjourn for lunch to re-assem-
ble at 3 O’Clock,

14.00 hrs.

The Lok Sabha adjourned for Lunch
tili Fifteen of the Clock,

The Lok Sabha reassembled after
Lunch at three minutes past IFifteen
of the Clock.

{MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

N.A.T.O. FORCES, REPORTED PLAN TO
HAVE NavaL EXERCISES IN THE
NoRrRTHERN REGION OF INDIAN OCEAN

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA

erampore); Sir, I call the atlention
of the hon. Minister of Defence to the
foliowirg matter of urgent public im-
portance and I request that he may
make a statement thereon:

“The reported plan of N.A T.O.
forces to have naval exercises in
the Northern Region of the Indian
Ocean and the serious threat
arising out of that.”

THE: MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH): Mr. Speak-
eryisir,

We have intormation that the
NAVAL and AIR fcrces of the United
States, U.K., Iran. Pegkistan and Tur-
key would take pert in a combined
Naval and Air exercise in the northern
part af the Indian Ocean from No-
vember 19 to Ncvember 30. The exer-
cise ig being held, as announced from
Turkey, under the auspices of CENTO
and is code-named “Midlink 1974".
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PAKISTAN IS HOSTING THIS
EXERCISE. Three of the participating
countries—United States, UK. and
Turkey, are also members of the
NATO Alliance. Such exercises have
been conducted by CENTO in the past
but the exercise planned this year iS
the biggest held so far by this Aliiance,
These developments cannot but cause
concern to us. The possibility inevit-
ably increases of greater big-pawer
rivalry in the Indian Ocean area.
India would only be eching the
fears of an overwhelming majority
of the littoral countries of the Indian
Ocean in this regard,

We have consistently heid the view
that any large scale presence of the
Navies of some countries in the In-
dian Ocean is bound to attract the
Navies of others. Moreover, such ex-
ercises tend tgo reinforce outdated
military groupings and accentuate
tensicn in the region. Only the other
day I expressed publicly India’s strong
opposition to these naval exercises in
the Indian Ocean,

. India has consistently supported
efforts for maintaining the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace, free from
great power rivalry and military
escalation. We have co-ordinated our
efforts ‘with other countries in the re-
gion to mobilise international support
for the attainment of these objectives.
Whilst expressing deep concern over
these developments in our neighbour-
hood I would like to reiterate and
emphasise our resolve to continue our
efforts to achieve greater international
understanding for reducing tension in
the Indian Ocean.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA:
I also fully appreciate and join myself
with the feelings expressed here that
India is exvressing its deep concern
at the biggest naval and air exercise
that js being held from me 19th to
30th November

But my grouse is whether the
Government 1is gstill aware that the
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exercige has already started or pot
becausé here it is mentiorned that it
will take place from the 18th to 30th
November, 8o, it is already in opera~
tion, but the stiatemeut of the Defence
Minister says that they have been
informed. I do not know how far the
Government i3 keeping itself in touch
with the actiong that are taking place
in and around our oceans. It now
appears to be contradictory, to me at
least, the statement given by the
Defence Minister.

The Government of India, for some-
time past, after the Bangla Desh
episode, has reiterated its effort
to heal the ©breach with the
United  States and its  collabo-
rator, in  Asia. And in this
exercise the USA is taking the leading
part Whoever may be the host or
under whose auspices it may take
place, it is the USA which is taking the
leading role. So, I do not find any
reason why only some days back a
red carpel reception was given to the
Uniteqd States Secrctary of State, Dr.
Kissinger and also dealg have been
made very recently with the Shah of
Iran who, as ig well-known, is one of
the wmoast loyal allies of the USA in
West Agia,

Mr Swaran Singh's visit to the
“outh Korca and also the rceent indi-
tatinng of the Government of India
to start a fresh hob-nobbing with the
LSA this approach is endangering our
couniry’s indcpendence and sovereig-
nty and at the same, is embittering
our Trelations of {riendship and co-
operation with the neighbouring coun-
iries, USA is hatching these new plots
to make the Indian subcontinent an
orbit of tension and I want to know
ag to what positive steps the Govern-
ment have taken in the matter.
What is their proposal in this regard?
Apart from the naval exercises US is
also adopting positive measures to
have permanent naval and also air
base in Diego Garcia, In spite of all
these facts Government of India is
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frantically trying to mend ifs fence
with the US imperialists. Sir, I may
re¥er here to an item which sppeared
some time back in June 1974 in the
weekly journal ‘Round Table’. It
said:

‘The US Defence Secretary an-~
nounced in‘November 1973
that from then onwards the
US navy would make perio-
dical and regular visits to
the Indiap ocean area. Fol-
lowing this announcement
US naval task forces from the
Tth Fleet, headed by Han-
cock, Oriskany and Kitty
Hawk had been guccessfully
entering and patrolling the
Indian ocean regularly. On
5th February 1874, it was an-
nounced that the facilities in
Diego Garcia built at a cost of
19 million dollars would be
further expanded to include
an extension of the runway,
deepening of the anchorage
and increasing the storage
facilities.

Then it said-

‘It is also of interest to note that
there has been continunng moder-
nisation and improvement in the
capability of US naval presence in
the Indian ocean’.

Knowing all these facts, how is the
Government taking a policy of appea-
sement, if I may say so, although this
term moay not be liked by the hon.
Minister? They are opening for the
USA the floodgates which will endan~
ger our independence by building up
a naval base permanently in the In-
dian Ocean, creating a basis for ten-
sion in the sub-continent. What steps
are you taking in this regard? Mr,
Chavan has gone to Sri Lanka and
I want to know whether he had any
talk with the Government of Sri
Lanka regarding these dangers and
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[Shri Dinen Bhattacharya]

-what is the roaction of the Sri Lanka
Government in the matter. Thepe
are s0 many littoral countriep
which are also facing a similar
danger. 8o what steps are
being taken by the Government to
bring come sort of united efforts so
that world opinion can be created
aganst this sort of manoeuvring and
build up of war bases in the Indian
ocean which is not only a danger for
our country but for the entire world?
8o, Government must come with posi-
tive steps. This sort statement will
not do, saying as if nothing very seri-
oug has taken place, today is 20th and
they have already started the naval
exercise. This has come out in the
papers also but still our Government
has come forward with just a for
mal statement. My second question
is what relation you are having with
the Britisheis who are having a new
treaty with U.S.A. regarding a perma-
nent naval base in Diego Garcia. Al-
ready they have held two meetings
and 1t 1s reported in the Press that
the Britishers have almost come to a
decision  to allow the U.S, Govern-
mont to have a well-built permanent
naval and air base in Diego Garcia, If
it §s so whether this matter has also
been taken up by our Government
with the British Government so that
we may know actually what is going
to take place. This statement of the
Defence Minister will neither satisfy
our people nor will it help to create
public oprinion in and around the
world against these warmongers es-
pecially USA. Already monopolists
like Birlas and others have taken a
line of creating an atmosphere that ¢
we have a deal with Japan then our
economic crisis will be solved. Whe-
ther it is a fact that some of the big
industrialists are also taking a line s0
as to presgrise the Government to
take up such a line that we may have
relations with the U.S.A.?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: The hon.
Member has given the same informa-
tion which has already been given

‘90, W Wavat * .
, 1974 AEWM ash

agreement to establish a base in Diego
Garcia, They started with the expres-
sion of ‘communication’ base. 'While
commenting on that information we
made ie clear that we have experience
that such basesoriginally start uynder
this nomenclature of communication
base but they are prone to develop
into big naval or air bases, It is a
well-known fact. It is true there was
some sort of indication when the
present Biritish Government was voted
into powcer that they are trying to
review that original agreement but
later indications show that there is no
change in the policy of the British
Government and U.S. is going ahead
with creating more and more facilities
in Diego Garcia and the British Gov-
ernmeni appears to be acquiescing in
that, if not actively participating in
that. Our opposition to the establish-
ment of this base 15 clear. There is
not a single dissenting voice in this
country or in this Parliament about
our stiong opposition to the establish-
ment of Diego Garcia or in fact any
other foreign base in the Indian ocean.

We are strongly supporting in the
United Nations and in the group of
non-aligned countries—in all forums—
the Sri Lanka’s proposal that the
Indian Ocean should remain ap atea
of peace and tranquillity free from
foreign ptwers and free from big
power naval presence,

This is our clear stannd. It is inter-
~esting that Mr. Bhattacharyya has
named all countries but, unwittingly,
he has serpulously avoided naming
the country—Pakistan—whioh s the
host country.
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SHRI ATAL
{Gwalior); He in more
with, the facts.

concerned

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA:
My party, 1 believe, will totally agree
with the sentiments that have been
expressed by you in your statement.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: Thank
you very much, This was part of
my séntiments. The House would be
interested to know that Pakistan had
net actively participated in any
CENTO exercise for a fairly long time.
In fact, our information is that from
1865 t111 about 1972 they had not parti-
cipated in any of these exercises.
There was some indication even in
the non-aligned world that Pakistan
is nominally in CENTO but, they are
wanting to join the group of non-alig-
ned countries to which our response
was that we will be the first to pro-
pose Pakistan’s inclusion in the group
of non-aligned countries as soon as
Pakistan declares that they are not in
CENTO or SEATO. They suddenly
revived interest in CENTO and they
are now hosting the exercise. Parti~
cipation in this exercise is something
which we sghbuld take note of.

So far as the big power naval pre-
sence is concerned—the U.8, the PBri-
tain in this particular case—afier all
Iran is a littoral country as also Pakis-

trate theili maval'Wower in  the novth-
western gt of the: Padisn oceen this

2518 L.8—9

BEHARI VAJPAYEE .

in Indian Ocean (CA)

18 something which is totally unaccep-
table to us. That is why ¥ say we
are in opposition to these naval exer-
cimes, Having seid that, he has put
several questions. Perhaps, he might
put them to Mr. Chavan himself
'when he is present. He has to answer
those questions as to why, in spite of
thig attitude of U.S. are we taking
steps to improve relations with the
U.S. But, my reply to this would be
gimple. If the relations are not like
that, no effort is required to improve
the relations. The effort tp improve
relations is undertaken when the rela-
tions are such where improvement
should be made. He has mentioned
that these are the obstatles and be-
cause those are the obstacles, in  the
provess of improvement, we will also
try to remove those obstacles. But,
the objective should not be lost sight
of that even with the countries with
whom our relations may not be as
good as we want them to be, every
effort should be made to improve re-
Iations. That, I presume, is a eound
policy for any country o follow.
That is the whole philosophy of
detente. But, what is very intriguing
is that these outdated CENTO and

ig the ob
that 1 why we aré opposed %o s,

The hon. ‘member has aficed, fnther
quiestion,“as 6’ whether any stéps hed
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[Shri Swaran Singh].

been taken to take into confillence
the other littoral States. The reply
13 in the affirmative, because it you
Jook at the geography, the vast majo-
ity of the littora]l countries suxround-
ing the Imdian Ocean are non-aligned
countries, and in two conferences, first
in Lusaka and later in Algiers they
have made very clear and categoric
statements sbout the necessjity and
desirability of keeping the Indian Oc-
ean a5 an area of peace free from
bages, free from big power naval ri-
valry, and we took gctive interest in
that. Secondly, in the UN, this matter
comes up every yesr and we have
been participating wery actively in
those deliberations. Already there is
overwhelming support for ensuring
that the Indian Ocean remains an
larea of peace and tranquillity.

Then he asked specially if 8hri
Chavan has taken it up with the Sri
Lanka Government, He is still there.
I cannot say as to what he has talked
with them. Of course, when he comes
back, if any information is required,
he will gladly give that information.
Bui we know from our earlier con-
tacts with the Government of 8ri
Lanka that Sri Lapka is playing a
leading role in ensuring that the In-
dian Ocean remains an area of peace
and we are fully supporting the Sri
Sri Lanka proposal. I have no doubt
that the views of ndig and Sri Lanka
would be identjcal.

This, 1 presums, ecovers all the ques-
tions except that he said that I have

SHRI VAY RAVI (Chirayine

Wil): Lagt week we had a disqussion
on the § of US aireraft
carrier Constellation other ves-

purpose was to intimidate the littoral
countries, specisily poging a threat to
peace in the sub-continent, Thiy is
not merely accidental or without
purpose. With your permission; I
would guote a statement made by the
Director 4f the Bureau of Poltico—
Military Affairs of the US Govers-
ment. Beymour Weise, on March
6, 1974:

“Our first post-world war 11 mill-
tary presence was introduced in
the area in 1948 with the establish-
ment of our Middle East force and
in the early 60°s the Departments
of Btate and Defence began thing-
ing of the longer term sirategic re-
quirements of the United States in
the Indian Ocean area”.

He stated the reason:

s

“The US pil industry has subs-
tantial capital investment in the
Persian Gulf region, valued at ap-
proximately 3.5 billion US dollass
In addition, Western Europe and
Japan, the two areas of the free
world of greatest impgrtance to US
security, are absolutely dependent
on oil supplies from the Middle
East, and that fact alone makes it
of interest to us”.

¥

$o the jntention ig very clear
establishing and expanding the basg at
Diego Garcia @s well 38 connecting
with other bases, Bimonstown in South
Afriea, Batthip in Thailand, Subic i
the Phillipipes and Guam in the Pas-
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South Afres: it is a very important
decision by the nou~aligned countries
which are anti-colonialism. Does he
thirk that the naval exercise will give
a boost and prestige to Somth Africa
because of the use of the Simonstown
lbase dlso Dr. Kissinger was here m
.an attempt to improve relations in the
sub-continent, Bangla Degh, India
and Pakistan. Has it helped or not?
During his visit the guszstion of keep-
ing the Indian Ocean as a zone of
pesce and the question of the base at
Diego Garcia were taken up, We are
entering into bilateral talk with
Pakistan after the Simla sgreement.
‘Within & week of Kissinger's visit in-
spite of his efforts to improve the
situation in the gub continent, Pakis-
tan is playing host to this naval ex-
ercise. Definitely it is a threat and
intimidation. 1 should like to know
whether the hon. Minister agrees with
this point. The hon. Minister of Ex-
teraal Affairs said that an ad hoc
committee had been formed by the UN
regarding the Indian Ocean. Has
our Government expressed jtg concern
about the naval exercise to the Secre-
tary General of the United Nations?
Do we propose to take up the matter
in the ad hoc committee so that fur-
ther exercises could be prevented?
Has gur Government expressed its
strong protests to the countries parti-
cipating in the exercise?

SHR# SWARAN RINGH: I shall
confiné myselt to the specific questiop
put by the hon, Member because with
regard to the frst part, the apalysis,
1 brosdly agree, That is the position
that we have been taking from time
to time on the figor of the House; it
is more or Jess on the same lines that
he hag mentioned. The question of
Diego Gareld bise wus token up a3

the of State Dr. Kissinger

34

old that Mr.
S W%?@Mn :
about thg‘?gw“s Contérénce of

éxevcised in Indlan Guean (CA)

in some other forum, I say some press
reports where he said that this
matter was discussed and he also
said that on thig point there was a
difference of views between India
and the United States of America, He
asked whether the gxercises were a
threat to the sub continent. When we
say subcontinent we normally mean
Pakistan, India and Bangla Desh.
Pakistan is participating in it and so
the use of the expression sub-continent
would not perhaps be proper. To be
specific at the moment I do not think
that it is an immediate threaf.

Ot course, we oppose it because any
large-scale presence of outside navies
of countries other than littoral
countriegs does create a situation
where there are tensions in the region.
We and other littoral countries will
be exposed to all types of pressures,
overawing tactics, allurements, in-
ducements etc., and there may be
generation of tensions. We are, there-
fore, totally opposed to it. To the
extent it boosts up Pakistan’s morale,
it becomesg a negative factor because
our efforts to pormalise relations get
thwarted. It comes in the way of
implementation of the varioug propa-
sals between us and Pakistan, and
the objectives of the establishment of
a durable peace ig to that extent rele-
gated to the background,

He asked whether we have report-
ed this navsl exercise to the TUN.
There ig nothing for ug to report. The
CENTO headguarters have already
announced that the exercise is taking
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{Bhri Swaran Singhl.
Ifwauytomwkemypmmhr

ause of the UN Charter agamst it,
we may not succeed. But that is ot
the importint point. The point s
that non-httoral countries should
come in such big stremgth into the
Indian Ocean amd try to  establish
bases not only in Diego Gareia but
several other places. These are the
things to which ‘we object. It is ‘more
a political matter for the littoraj coun-
tries of this region and the UN forum
can be used to mount the requisite
pressure. That is what is being done
by discussing thi8 mattey and also
mentioning it in the UN General As-
sembly and also in the group of coun-
tries whidh are discussing jt on the
initiative of Sri Lanka. Our opposi-
tion to such activities hag been con-
veyed from {ime to time in no un-
certain terms to USA and Britain
which are the ‘main non-littoral coun-
iries coming within the definition of
‘big powers’ and our position is well-
known.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA  (Jai-
nagar): As the minister said, there
cannot be two opinions in thig coun-
iry about our opposition to turning
the Indian Ocean into an area of
tension, and an area for naval exer-
cises. But that is neither here nor
there. This hags been said several
times. I want to draw the attention
of the Minister to the fact that this

of the world when a Heud of
has said it—that he is not going to
deter from the policy of utilising the
CIA ss a means of subverting the gov-
ernments to hig dislike. My, Kiuin
ger, with whom our hon. Minister

mmmm e
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country towards communiss, the
the US Government cap intervene.

So fer as thg guestion bversion.
of countries is concerned?f. ¥ ihpwn-w
to the whole world mm Chile-
when the first revelt place to

capture power.... .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER.
trying to follow the connection.

SHRI BHOCENDRA JHA: The
naval presence of the UUSA gives a pro.
tecting umbrells for such activities.
In Chile the subversion led to the
assassination of Allende and suppres-
sing those parties and forces which
supported Allende. These parties.
have been bhanned, These sinister
things we know

I am

In this background I would like to
know frcen the hon. Minister eone
thing. When the hon. Minister had
been to the United States t¢ 'meet
Mr. Kissinger, the press in this coun-
try had reported that Mr. Kissinger
had told him that i any officer of
the United States is found spying aga-
st the establisheq government of
India in order to subvert it, if it is
pointeq out to the United States, that
officer would be recalled. That im-~
plies that the United States has as-
serted its right to employ spies to
subvert the established government of
our country. Only, it will recall
them whep, they are caught red-hand-
ed It is like saying that my friends:
can €0 to the houge of Bhri Vajpayee
and steal something, but if he is
caught then I will vecsll him; othen-
wige, he ean go scotiree.

SHR! ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
May I vequest Shri Jhe net ta send
a conymunist to my house?

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA; I think
Shri Vajpayee is well-profected, .
In this situation, when the, tensior! in
thn:‘:’ 1@&&,%

[ &S
mmhmrmﬂ&ﬁf# :
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there is the biggest ever naval exer-
cise oy these powers near our bor-
ders, on the northern side of the
Indian Ocean. Doeg it not imply
something? I, a situation where we
are trying to improve our relations
with Pakistan, when we have done
everything possible t0 normalise the
situation, the revival of the old Dulles
‘theory of equating Pakistan with India
is bound to create more tension,

Ay thig time ouwr Government, thr-
ough tuie presg in this country, has
been creating in the United States an
illusion that India i¥ a dominant
power in South East Asia. Will the
naval exercises not disturb the egui-
librium? Ig it not a step in that direc-
tion?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now I
can see the connection, though a very
thin one,

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: As the
hon. Minister knows, Mr Kissinger
had come to India.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I was in
the United Nationg at that time.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: I would
like to know what is the reason for
this. After coming to India, Mr.
Kissinger assessed the situation that
the Government of India will not go
beyond a formal opposition to it and
after that assessment he has sent the
Seventh Fleet to the Indian Ocean.
Because, it is mentioned in this state-
ment:

“The possibility inevitably incre-
ases of greater big power ri-
valry in the Indian Ocean
area.”

That is the thing, the theory put
by the Government of India, propa-
gated hy the Ifidian ‘monopoly Dress
and initiated by the President Ford
op USA when ke told a lie to the
world that the Soviet Union has got
fourpuvnlbminthelndianOenn.
After that, all those countries denied

exerciass in Indian Oeean (CA)

and the Secretary-General of the

United Nations said thet the Soviet

Ilzlaxlonhasxotnomnhrybamin
a.

Then, in such a situation of big
power rivalry, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether the
Government of India would like to tell
the Soviet Union that if USA invades
this region, even this country, the
Soviet Union  should keep aloof to
avoid power rivalry..,

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have
Put your question.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: Whe-
ther it is a fact that the Soviet Union
has got no military bases ip the
Indian Ocean area, whether the Soviet
Union categorically stand for main-
taining peace in the Indian Ocean....

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please
conclude now.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: Whe-
ther 1t is a fact or not, in such a situa-
tion, that only USA and UK are hav-
Ing bases in the Indian Ocean....

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: That ;s
all.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: Lastly,
whether there is some teeth
1n the voice of the Government ot
India or not, whether our Government
has been firmly opposing 1t or not
In case UK gives the naval base faci-
lity to USA, I would like to know
whether the Government of India
will tel] UK that India will quit the
Commonwealth and that this act will
be treated as an unfriendly act, a
hostile act, against the interestg of
India.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If you
can answer anything, you may do so
I have got myself confused.

SHR] SWARAN SINGH: I am in
the same diffieulty a8 wou, Sir. 1
really do not know what to answer.
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[Bhri Swaran Singh].

Although 1 agree with most of what
he said, I could not catch the quesiion.
If you read his whole speech, yom
will find that he has not asked me
any question on any specific point ex-
cept, perhaps, whether the Govern-
ment of India is going to convey to
U.K. that they intend to leave the
Commonweaith. I think, that was
one point he made. If you are pre-
pared to allow him to put any spe-
cific question, I am prepared to ans-
wer.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I am
not prepared to allow that.

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: Anybow,
1 will answer one or two points that
he made.

He has raised the question of bases
oif USSR and their presence, Neither
in the statement nor in any of the
other questions thig matter has been
raised. Even if others are raising
somewhere.. . (Interruptions). 1 hope,
you know what “Big Power” includes.
“Big Power” includes five permanent
members of the Security Council and
two of them are there—France also
comes from time to time, China also
comes, the Soviet Union also comes.
What I am saying is that it is quite
natural and in fact the Soviet Union
has said that, if the Americans and
the British or the Western countries
continue with their bases in this or
any other region, they will also be
compelled to come; there is nothing
wrong. And this is what we want
to avoid. (Interruptions). Let us
not enter into any argument. You
are asking me about information. I
abide by what I say. The inevitable
effect, as the experience in  other
regions shows, whether it iy North
Atlantic oy Madifarransan or the
western part of Facifie, is that, if one
country starts their presence, these

the development of that type of situa-
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tion in the Indian Oceay which bhaw
remained a lake of peacs, iy
after the sxit of the British and sfier
all these littoral countries have be-
comg independent, Let not the type

are copposed to the establishment of
bases. H other big powers or even me-
dium powers feel that their interesis
are threatened, then a gort of race
starts, tension develops, which ig not in.
the interest of the countrieg in the e~
gion, I am not trying to apportion the
blame on one of the other, while ans-
wering thig aspect. There is no doubt
that, even in the United States, there ig
a strong vaiume of opinion, asking how
their own interests are serveq by hav-
ing a base, roughly about 7,000 miles
from their coast. There are critics
of this policy in Britain also. You
must have read in the newspapers
that Britain had said that they would
like to revise their agreements with
South Afriea, particularly the Simons-~
town Agreement. We have to encou-
rage these voices of dissent even in
this country so that the requisite
amount og pressure is mounted inter-
nationally and internally and these
so-called big powers are deterred frcm
indulging in this type of sggressive
action in regions where they have no
immediate interest. They sometimes
claim that they want the flow of oil
from the Guif area, whether it is an
Arab country or Iran, to be ensured.
But the whole world knowg that, over
the last 30 years, ever since the end
of the last War, there hag not been
any untoward incident even though the
base was not there. These are the
types of excuses that are put across
by those countries who want to esta-
blish their presence in the form of
bases amnd the rest. It iy far this
reason that we are opposing these
moves.

It ia grus, 1 confm whyt be st
thatthe%ﬂnion ﬂaaw



264 NATO fenses’ Noval SARTIRA $0, 1606 (SARA) mmi'omvrum 270

WIndian Ocomt (CA)

categorical statement that they de mot
have any bages in any littoral country
op 'the Hidlan Odeari, ang the repre-
sentatives of those countries that
were named by the Avhericans have
also mude staterrients that the Soviet
Union havé no bages. In thig particu-
lay ctse I thought we were not dis-
cussing that aspect and that is why
there was no occasion for me to make
a teference to that.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: What
about the part relating to quitting the
Cemmoniwealth—the odly question
that you had understoed?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I would
not allow that because it is none of
the businesg of the Defence Minister
to say whether they are quitting the
Commonwealth or not. Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.
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"BHRI ATAL BIBARI VAIPAYEE:

SHRI BWARAN SINGH: I will be
very brief. He.started by saying that
he will put precise gquestions, I will
be precise. Firsily, it is not enough
that we make statements; mmtl
however are mporiant whether they
are public statement as I did er
others; I need not apologise because
I believe that it was my statement
which compelled them to disclose
taese exercies and #o on. Regarding
the second part of the guestion, I am
no longer in the Foreign Office and
I cannot say about whether our fore-
ign office has conveyed any protest to
the four littoral countries.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYER:
On g point of Order. The Govern-
ment functions under joint responsi-
bility The Defence Minister repre-
sents the Government of India. He
can’'t run away from his responsibi-
lity,

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: 1 am not
running away from responsibility.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: Re-
garding commonwealth also we wanted
to know the thinking of the Govern-
ment of India.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister
may speak on behalf of the Govern-
ment but I am coneerned with the
relevancy of the question. I feel that
many of the questions come ufider the
purview of the Toreign rélations.
‘Well, I don't think it would be proper
for another Minister to answer on be-
hauc!therbrdnmhﬁommr:

SHRI SWABAN SINGH: 8%, in
fact, T do not st all evade inint res-
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is why I have
Quéestions, But on

That

But I would say, the expression of
t views in the House and
the views of opposition memtery are
oult Xknpown to these countries
pass on this suggestion for
the considérution of the Foreign Jffice
that we must consider whether we
would like to call the ambassadors
and convey our feelings to them. The
second question ‘was this. This is
about the talks going on in Pakistan.
Mr. Vajpayee was in two minds about
this question. He has seid, he is in
favour of improving relations with
Pakistan but he said it woulg have
been postponed for 10 days or 15 days
and so on. I would say I don’t agree
with him. I think it is wise to carry
on this process of normalisation and no
useful purpose would have been serv-
ed in postponing it for a fortnight or

so. That will not help at all.

]
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Then, he has given information
about the presence of USSR ships in
Indian ocean. I don't give the exact
number but I do confirm that Soviet
are sending naval ships in the Indian
ocean. They have been piesent trom
time to time; this ig within their beat
from Vladivostok to the Black gea and
they pass through Indian oc2an; they
have been in the Indian occan, there
13 no doubt about it.

If I may say, in our own miad, we
should have some distinction between
fixed bases which provide facilities of
another type and the presence of
naval ships. There is a clear dis-
tinction betwesn the two. Names of
Somalia, gouth Yemen and Iraq were
mentioned as countries where Soviet
Union have bases, The Soviet Unicn
has flatly denied this. There three
countries who are very friendly to us
have glso individuslly and strongly
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denied the existence of any base, Our
own informmation is that what these
countries say is correct. 'The Iast
question of Shri Vajpayee was: Can
Soviet Unien unilaterally say that
they will not bring their ships here?
1 cannot answer for Soviet Union. Tt
is for them to decide.

SHRI SHANKAR DEV (Bidar): **
SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY
(Nizamabad): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, our Defence Minister has an-
swered the questions as Minister of
External Affairs but I want to request
him to answer my Qquesetions as
Defence Mimster. Just new Mr.
Bhogendra Jha askeq the Mimster
whether this Government has got tooth-
I want a reply from the Minister that
not only the Government hag got one
tooth but they have got teeth to bite
any enemy whether internal or exter-
nal. In these naval exercises about
20 war ships of Pikistan are taking
part I want to know through which
route they have passed If they have
passed between India and Shri Lanka
whether our naval forces noted their
movement or not. In the previous
years also there were such exercises.
I want to know whether Pakistan
took part in those exercises I think
because we have sunk Gazi, Pakistan
wantse to show to the world that it is
still strong. That ig why it might
have invited these people at hig cost.
Further whether these five powers
hag conducted any joint exercises
also. I would gay this

simple statement would not do and
we will have to show gome gtrength.
Lastly, have these five powers inform-
ed the littoral countries that they are
going to conduct these exercises in
Indian ocean. If they have not and
i# any ship enters that ocean what
. will happen to the fate of that ship.
If that ship belonge to our oountry
what action Government iy golng to

**Not mecondied,



375 NATQ fores' Nuoul NOVEMBEN-2, Ctatoms Tiips Bui 276

exercises in Indias Oceas (OX)

SHRI SWARAN SINGE: 1 did wot
take the question of ¢eoth and
woice seriously nor should my col-
league teke it seridusly. This iy the
veual flourish and we showld Ve ac-
customed 10 these flourisheg in parlia-
mentary life. 1 do not think he meant
it seriously. He Iknows we have
teeth, Many a time there iz a com-
plaint that we show ouy feeth too
much, He has then asked whether
these exercises will increase the
strength of Pakistan. I can say that
in real terms, unless any of the other
countries pass any of their naval
¢hips or naval craft to Pakistan, 1t
does not incredise the neval strength
of Pakistan. It is quite obvious that,
after all, Pakistan is frantically trying
to ascquire some more ships, They
have succeeded partly. And, to that
extent, their naval strength has in-
creased. But, as Defence Minister, 1
say that we are not sitting idle either.
I am sure that Pakistan will desist
from embarking upon any adventurist
course because they should know that
it is not in their interest, and India
will be fully prepare to safeguard
India’s severeignty and integrity with
determination. That ig something
which could not be lost on anyorme,
not even Pakistan....

AN HON. MEMBER: Then Pakis-
tani ships come, what do you do?

walkers. It any nevet ship pPasses
throtugh the high sess, thers is pre-
cioug Htile that need be Hone of
shouid be done. We should net be
overtouchy as wi regard to the
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our sailors do
visit several foreign counirzies. Navies
are somewhat international and there
gre certain norms thet are adopted.
Generally, they ave well understood
and well-adhenreq to.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
Was any information given to the
littoral countries?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: Wo infor-
mation was given to the littoral
countries.

16.13 hre.
CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL
Appointment of Members eto Select
Coramittee

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr.
Maharaj Singh.

SHRI MAHARAJ SINGH:
puri): Sir, I beg to move:

“That this House do appoint Sar-
vaskrd C. Subriimaniam xnd Sheshi
Bhushan to the Select Comamittee
on ths Customs Tard® Bilf, 15%4 in
the vaoinbies cauped By the resig-
nations of Sawaswi Y. B, Chavan
andK. R. Ganesh.”

MR, DEPUTY-SPEARER: The
question is:

“That this House do appoint Sar-
vashri C. Subramanies, -md Mbeshi

(Main-



