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1U Z  hr*

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
RePOKTEB 1SSI>E OT NEWSI HINT QUOTAS 
TO FICTITIOUS NEWSPAPER*, AND PERIODI-

CALS

MR SPEAKER Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contoi) bir, 
we have not received the statement

MR SPEAKER It is not with me 
a! ao „

*r<T f*rTr #  »
THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

AND BROADCASTING (SHRI I 
K GUJRAL) On my file I have got 
a cyclostyled copy

MR. SPEAKER Our oflke has not 
received it Perhaps it is still in jour 
Ministry

SHRI I K. GUJRAL I am very 
sorry Sir What happened was that 
it uas received last night and we could 
finalise it only in the morning The 
copies ma> have been submitted * few 
minutes ago

MR SPE*KER There is no use the 
copies being submitted just now At 
least it should come to the Speaker 
The statement has tome too late

SHRI SAMAR GUHA It tan be 
taken up in the afternoon

MR SPEAKER Mr Vajpayee

** m m  fkip ft wmW* : #  
t f f w O y * w  *  kr** f w r  
«*5t xfa  *rr*rr xft* sr*rrn»r vrft r r  
% m  y ift* xnlw  r r m  jf fv 
w % v rm t f t *  ?

•rftnr*! iw wrfi *nwr *rr vter 
m r * n ”

SHRI I. K  GUJRAL- Newsprint 
quota to new newspapers ̂ periodical 
is allotted only after it has completed 
certain formalities These are;

Firstly, it has to get the proposed 
title of the publication cleared accord-
ing 40 procedure laid down in the 
Press and Registration of Books Act 
by making an application through the 
district authorities in whose jurisdic-
tion the place of publication •'omes 
After the title has been cleared, the 
intending publisher has to file a dec-
laration, again through the district 
authority concerned, for bringing out 
the publication

Newsprint allocation to newspaper*! 
periodicals is made by the Chief Con-
troller of Imports and Expoits on the 
recommendation of the Registrar of 
Newspaper* in accordance with the 
Newsprint Allocation Policy announ-
ced m the form of a Public Nouce 
each >ear The Registrar of News-
papers before recommending the 
newsprint quota, ensures that the 
Pi ib* and Registration of Books Act 
foi malities hase been completed No 
newsprint quota is ullo’ted to a news-
paper periodical until then© formalities 
have been completed

Subject to the provisions of the 
New sprint Allocation Policj in a given 
licensing period, the presen* practice 
is to allot an initial quota of new* 
print to a publisher for a proposed 
publication also In the ca*e of a 
new newspaper, bank guarantee 
equivalent to 75 per cent of the value 
of the Imported newsprint W*}}* 
{01 i* to be furnished by the publi-
sher The bank guarantee is releas-
ed only after the publisher has fur-
nished performance particuUr* *<£ 
the first three month* of publication 
certified by a Chartered Accountant

Where a publisher **  *
quota at 4000 tonnes o f n w p r i ^  
n o n . » T iw nry  
as laid dew* in hupart 
Control RafWlattom tm  to * • * * * “

wmiton 'Xtmv*-
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I should like to assure the Honour-
able Members that Government are
painfully conscious of the resort to
misuse of newsprint by unscrupulous
elements. Instances of such misuse,
when they come to the notice of Gov-
ernment, are taken up for appropriate
investigation and action. The circula-
tion teams of the Press Registrar are
limited in number and normally a
place of publication can be visited and
checked only once in thre~ years or
so. To make the circulation cheeks
more effective, it was decided recently
to decentralise the system and circu-
lation officers have now been posted
one each at the regional centres of
Bombay (covering the western region)
Madras (covering the Southern re-
gion). Calcutta (covering the eastern
region) and Delhi. (covering the nor-
thern region).

NE-wsprint to

lisher has also to furnish an Income-
tax Verification Certificate or Exemp-
tion Number obtained from the proper
.authority.

Where the circulation of a news-
'paper has been checked by a Circula-
tion Team of the Registrar of News-
papers and assessed at a figure lO\yel'
than what is claimed, the lower asses-

.sed circulation is taken into account
in calculating its newsprint quota.
Quota already issued to a newspaper
..during the previous two licensing pe-
riods is also readjusted on that basis.

- It has come to Government's notice
that some publishers, who have ob-
tained newsprint quota after complet-
.ing the required formalities, have not
-come out with their publications.
There have also been instances . of
publications in receipt of quota having
been subsequently found to be non-
existent. Such mal-practices get

·deteched only when a circulation
team of the Registrar of Newspapers
.undertakes a periodic check of the
nlace of publication and makes a re-
port, or a specific complaint with do-
.coumentary support is received. When
.a casa is detected. the publisher co~-
cerned is asked to account for tne
newsprint quota he has obta:in~d. If
he is not able to do so, the case IS re-
ferred for investigation to the. Enforce-

:ment Branch of the Office of the Chief
Controller of Imports and Exports.

If in order to prevent such mal-
.pra~tices, a decision :vere to be t~ke~
not to issue newsprmt quota until

.after a proposed publication has been
proved to be in existence for a pres-

.cdbed minimum period, bonafide pub-
lications would also be affected. They
would have a genuine grievance that,
-without an initial allocation of news-
.print, it would not be possible for
them to come .into existence. How-
ever, in view of complaints of misuse,

·the procedure for allotment of news-
'print to new publications is under re-
view and will be announced in the
Newsprint Allocation Policy for the

31974-75 licensing year.

The evil, however, can be effectively
checked only with the co-operation of
tl1," newspaper industry itself, News-
print quotas are allotted only to news-
papers, including proposed pU!JliC2.-
tions, and any misuse of quota can
only be with the connivance of pub-
lishers. I may also add that the news
published in 'Economic Times'. of yes-
terday has been taken notice of and
C.BJ. has been asked to conduct.
necessary investigation.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: On a point of
order. In the last sentence, it has
been said ....

MR. SPEAKER: I am not allowing
any point of order during call atten-
tion. Your name is already there.
When your turn comes, you can speak
On it.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: This is quite
relevant.

MR. SPEAKER: When your name
is there amongst the Members, yOU

can put forward that point.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: I want to
make a submission. It is not a point
of order. The news referred to other



207 Newsprint to APRiL 30, 1974 fictitiotts newspapers � 

[Shri Samar Guha] 
officials also in the Ministry o: Com
merce as also of the STC in Bombay 
and Delhi. This is not conce1 ned 
only with the Registrar of News
papers. I am telling that this does 
not concern only the Minister of In
formation and Broadcasting, it con
cerns the Minister of Commerce also. 
That is my paint. 

MR. SPEAKER: Please do not take 
the. time of the House. 

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: The officials 
o.r the STC and the Ministry of Com
merce are also most concerned. You 
please consider whether this is rele
vant or not. He is concerned only 
upto the point ·of Registrar of News
papers. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have made ob
servations on previous occasio'ns. The 
only Minister to whom it is addressed 
replies to it. The Minister who i� 
addressed in the present case is :Mr. 
I. K Gujral.

Now, Shri Vajpayee

l>,l) � f�t cm{� Wl1"
c'firm:f f+rf;;f� ,:r�r �mT a-'t �I �Tm I

,;:i-n:r� 11'�T�lf, � it �orrft 9'ififJf
cfir '+fn:.r c'fi+fr �r ifi:r1 � 1 qf<o11 t.ifcr0
� m.: � wr.rr c!fi1m <Hr �� t
� ;;r"R � To'f <li"T �€".ff cf>lT �;:i- t
f� ferro �'t �� � 1 � a'li �r
�-cf.f � � � 9'iT �q-r� �r� :i;:rh
:q"ilfi� � <fi.fr �i;ff � �i (.� 'f
fcl'1ti'1 �ti � I 1f '3i:G'Wr cf.f lfT+rTI
�l:r ';flfl:l" �-&AT �')' 'ofT�ITT <fl:frfcf. � �B"
V-11.=tlcfil\lUf � � ¥,T �ffl �T � I
�fcf;.:r � � t f'ri' � �<fl �1 cprrvf
cfi'T 1� q� f;;m.rr �r � �rm

ire it �T �T %1 �ifi -:-1 ;;rof Jrr,, 3;:r[ITT
� f «11r'f � � ;;rr;r <ff� 'lilifJI" clir ;;r"R
cfiltnr <fi"T � � lt ofcr � � � <F,f I

� �'tr,1 cfi)" � � � �r ITT"�Gf
6°ffl �-fcr; c'firfliir t ���'f 1n WRRr
. 

� i;·�r gffl i I ��H � ffl,fufqll"

etc. (C.A.). 

<fil <G1°(11r,, �� �of.I' � � � � � 
cfll'Trli �!Tr cf.r'R � m:ar � 
�1�rir � � cfiT�� 
�h: mm � t #� �« -rrt if 
cfi){ (fcl> f<ifa � �q.JT tfT � t �
� �q c'fil fcfl:flf � I it l:fi;ff ff�lf � 
��� "<fi'� � acfi'o��fc'fi 
.firfTTiit� gm ��1 c'fij'1f;jf �r 
�m � m.: fll'lfil'.r c'fi'Rtimr;:r � �tc 
�f� 9'if�t"UR mq-;g i:t � �� � 
'3'tF �T;;r �ll � � � �T � ;;r)', 
�r;t if 2 � °Qqii tiFIT tnrvr ��·�r 
� 1f'1 it ?

�of� � � ;;r't cpfif;jf �!If ij· 
,� � ":;,,..� �? fflITT I.!� 1cta,:.v1 cfi"� rsf.lIT ;;J"fITT Q· 

l'.fc;ff +l�lf # cf,� fer, '3'tl'ifiT 5fP!ilIT t I 
� �ff >l"f'.:!ilIT t ��r� � { I B'�f,f 
� <itr +fFH f<fi' �� � mufc-,ri:rr �T <:l :'f,d"J" � I 
�<li'1" lf'U f;;�G°<f � � f<fi' mr.rf<-:p.ff t 
tt-r� �-(q'rJff ilr '3�"f.r �r l3m wT � 1 . 
21 Cfi\q�f I 9 7 3 <l>T �cfi' �cfR t ;jfor;"q 
it �<lir� <fi'T ;;rR B" .r<:1Tm ifm ?.TT, q· '3'�� 
��r�: 

Newspapers claiming circulation: 
of 2,000 copies are not required to 
submit a Chartered Accountant's 
certificate in support of their claim. 

;;r-r;;r t � lt � <Ila f'cJ� if"{ � 1 
�cr;;r ijT �T � �T tflfr � 

The Bank guarantee is released 
only after the publisher has furni
shed performance particulars for the 
first three months of publication 
certified by a chartered accountant. 

�ft� t � �r;;'f cfcffiolf 1Rm: 
fi'.p:mr �-1 ,;flT{ tz<li' � t � � � 
� �- fifi f;;ra.f � 2 �n: � � 
� -

";, '<!'TC:� �mlc c'fi'T �Ni� �T -i:rtirr 

;;ml'T �� � �-f{i' cfi� �{ �-- lWl'T 
;;rim � , � iW2r ij" c'fitrf m � om; 
IJ�"' ? 

-
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$ir w f i r  fanm  «^r I  
a ft fs w ra ft t  m  *r
t,*T*^«Rnsrfa
*r* t «pt * $  ?, * m r  ^ f s p ^  9  $

i *p w rd

v p w  ^  x*m m  imr 
* * r  *r  s m %  T f w ^ R  y jp r *n s r  
vr «rrPiw, ^*o #© % vrerfspr % 
?T̂ r *ftr *wfrw *raiwr % yfgvrct wt 
wrfiH $ i m tt  i f e

f c r « r M ? f t o  * \ o % n f o

aft a rrta r
? * $  f-rf^rd srrfrq- | i  ^

f a r  z fpT*r75Tsfr^T* -ar*nr£ :

Incidentally malpractices indulg-
ed in by certain individuals in the 
Bombay Office of the State Trading 
Corporation have also been unear-
thed Here it is allged that two offi-
cial.** handling allocation of news-
print ^ t  up an agency of their own 
and sold newsprint for a premium. 
Tht* agency, it is stated, operated 
from the STC office itself.

ir^ o  Z ) o  ifto  %  5 T T T  it  < ^ N f t
^nr % i fW'f, c m  aft 3nr** |  
W aVT *T W *  % I if T;? ^ f%
p rm  vxo €to tiro *r t i s t  fc, m*, 
srre ?*? *nq% fatT sp m  *r*rr 
»w?r t ,  i r r 'Y v t T M n r  P ^ t t  * r n r  f  * * h t  
srarr n m r r  ^  r ^ t  It i *  *rsft 

*r IfPHT ^ r r  j  fwr wn 
■SRf̂ r ;.:n *r«p6r «r ?ft© *fto sftr 

h i r x t  k  ^  *fr & ?

^rf% ^  <j-*f fsfr«rr| fa  Tfar^n: 
% w *  *  m r fcwrr |

* a r r w s n - p r r £  f a  * r * f  r ?rs? * * r  £ t * r * t  
*Tf H v m  w ^ r w r^ f V  ftwifwgfc?PT 
t o | l ^ W W T « W f ^ i n U T t  «rft: 
m  »TOry<ry«wrfitg ftwt *m  % ?

^ ’lanT^st 2 1- 7“ 7 3 ^ t^ % H lsft 
?ft«ft i ^rr6fr<^ft J f ^ r v t ^ n v f t

:

“Mr. Gu'jral said that the Govern-
ment would launch prosecution 
against those indulging in malprac-
tices with the newsprint circulation. 
Checking will be stricter."

^  21 SpTTf 1973VT 3TCR 
%, W’T ^t^n^fY I
1974«r WPPT^ ^RT
55n?5T f  f¥ ^  fifq 3T1%
t  *iT irr# |?  t ^ T r ^ T r  f
f^ f t ^  frwr »t^ t t  f̂tr t

»prr 11 %^r srararR , i t  i f
znspnr *ft %*t % ?nr 1 1
vr W iR  I  f*FT ^  w  f.,
15 ê r*T *r w rrr ?ifr w r r  %f^T sfr
50 f*TT f w  r̂r*T3T %
T?TT ^ 1...........

vh iff ( ^ n r ?  :
t̂*T -RT iflW l o ?

«it f^rrft an w f f : w w x
TO ^fj.TT | qptf ŜT WT?TJTT 1 $
»rr*r H fr ^ ra r  ^ r r  i w r j « fV  
^frfH^r ipr ?rf*Tr ?twtt ^ t* t 11

t  n̂*Tsn  ^ fa  w  WWIT
*r q fn ^ r  o g n m  % w ^ r f  ^

^ r r  irrow %

fw» 4qrr|t? ^t^fw nr.Tf?q% ^rf^m  
fw rv r  m  frmrr p^rfsre %?rr 
trap ?TVf?frtr fTTTnST WPTT WTt̂ TF «ftr 
** m fi m r  i i  » w ,  w t q«r i f  

fsrcr ^ n r |  ? ^  ^ r (  ^ r r  f  
f^ ^ frq fT ^  *nr ^
w h  tw$r|w ^ r  ^  I

iwfr f% ^prfsn:

% m wriftT)Nim %  i r t l t  ^  w -



'fW ,T fa^* $ * ?q rc f *jTn$ fW axIr 
ifrc irfofaW f 3
tfiqfoq  $ 6 i$  % feqqfog q f r f c  d k

V tf «ww r t  scrr ̂  ? fafor 
gf afsra m  *r ?rn?, q*f<> £to *fto 
<jpcr STTO  3ft *®TT| *frC fp lS F S  

% s r t  #  gfr « ^ w  *  d V ^ R  
f t m f a r  ^ m

* rg f$ ta T t ,v r m f t m r f  m t o .  

* §  | ,  ftrcrm?nfa> v  m i n r ^ i r m r

sraftf *  irtprf |  *ftr *  *nsm g fa  
r e  <re rarer *raf *

«ft<rTfo * «  w r m : q sg «  * $ m ,  

*nj 3ft h<miO *f»Piai % ̂ nrfW F wr**bft
«fr ^  WT5T VSlf ^arfwrc? $  % 

**?* *tf?r»r qfr * fr i
j f t  m ti fm  w ^ mfi €t*
| ,q v .e rr  <rrcr*rc
*t r  v n i 4fsFT vrd’t J  %fFT fa* *ft
Www ?*r ?  fo  wn*r « rm
* w w rd ^  wr i 1972
Jr qrfftr 116 IWRTTT^r fc lT
f a  * t  w jfrm  f t  t o r  <V * t ** 
<Sfa*i#»ft « ftT 3 s r* w * 5 fo w rr* H rn T  
fa * « r* T  s ^ w p t  f W iw  fa*rr «ror 
ffty g y y r wprfoe t o t  t o  i f» s n $  
%vtrar s o o ^  ^ p tspggyq* Iryfyarr 
vfffv ifw r *$? fa*rr «rr i

w ft  f a  srrft-
* w trw rw r* * # t  w ffa  **

WTW W < R f^
tf to rtfv f O T n rw R frf t

# m r ^ * $ r f * r o * t f w * t  4 fa  
4t*w+t iH N t *&** & * $ *

«*c. (C.A,). 
ira i^W H  fw W  fw*xlwWJ4W
•• * 1 .A- . .....* ■■*’■ 1 ** ■■ •- ■ ■»—- ■ *■'■ -i?-'-11 .^ W f i w l  i p f l l W f l ^ w i f

m i u n - w  I  fa  f*--*S* 
i M  a m  v r< tq T # # v  * r o  ^  fa  
fq rv * ^h = r « T f ^ t a , % ^rf^t *riri 
« m  m . t? M  f * r f ^  * m  n * * r * h &  
*S * # #  ^$rn=fhF^FrepR ^ e f r f r m

^ n ^ r f w t  ^  If ^  «rw«(Tf i i^r% 
f ^  m  f»rfn*^ % t o  ^ r

% T O T  t
^ciirW F  *̂T *WT t

* m v t  It w  «n% % ^ r f ^ w
s*n*T fgwfia* . arf?r m tt  

$ q m  «TT7ft| I
it *  grr x F t f T 'Z  ¥ t  r̂*ft f*r> 
f5PT^r ^*ft 3rcra “*tt ?'Tr«n 11 q$% 
fafcrt ytftfcz m r  ar%7T % *rr*r

q^o «fto *To ^  ?TT=ff
f?»ffepT ^prff ? r f ^ f ^ # ^
^%f«R aspr jf5Rf r f jf tjf t  ,
*r̂ r fafr ^ar?np f*r ?r«fr¥T ^

q r* ^ '
r̂ffiftT ^  tfr ^m wnpr fvrr, r̂rfc 

ffrf<nr^ f-jpf t zrft &*fr m r tr  f  r ̂  
f»rnrmn% t i f  m rr «np <»t fmrn 
% w jft % j m  w m z i m  * r  f? r  
v> < r|« 5 t% %t
13 rfv*  ?r^ fT  ? w f ^
$ i
|  tp n ^  M o t ^  I  f *  ^
«ri9f¥ «mj«r fwrtNnr ̂ rr f̂ or arc t f̂ irr

p r o  m m * w
i% fw r  v r w # r  

^
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oral allegations although he promis-
sed 0 give documentary evidence.
He has not done so as yet. I hope
the gentleman will do So at an.
early date."

213 Newsprint to
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<Ii ~c: ~ 6"1it ~;;fflfi'C ~ ;;'fff-;;::>i<: ~
~ ~T~f~·c: 'fi1am ~ ~'h:"f~;:c: 'Il1"
f~~ ~ ~~ f~ 'fir alJ"r 'fir
~ B" ~ qij"TB" ~ ~ -.:%: ~ i'tcrr ~
sr~1f ~Tci~im~r~ I ~f~~~)
ffi";; ~r;;T it rl!::>ifSrC: c#I' q);;fiiIR <ifga

l!f~~ ~Rqrni ~ I

_.i.

f\.ifrr ~~if 'fiT ~ CfiT1T'if ~a-~
~ <ifR if f~a- ~,.~ '1Tf~~r ~~~ ~
f~o; ~ ij"f<r<:"~~ I rrl[r qTf~~fr ~T, ~,
~ f~rr it mi=tcmrr ~ I 1:rt ~~ if ~~<n:
~ Q:l'fr f'fi ;;fTi'flt ~i9m f~a- ~ ~
~ fi'f'f.~ ~ fq;<: ,,{;;ffsrrc: ~ ~ ;mif
;nrro ~nJl1 ~~<rr I ~T'1i't ~ f'fillT

f'fi If.t qQ(9 ~ G"CflT'fiqJ f'fi t9"Tl"~<Slcm::1
'fiT :;ni~~~j~~C: 'fiT t1rfcfi:o~c %1
~T ~m· ~ qt<: ftfi\ ir~ CfiqJ

f'fi ~ . q~m ~-~ IT 'fiT{~) lJ"<1a"
~ <i"~rCf.<f~ ~ I :ii '>[{51·crr<.: ~ (~
~. Co _ "'....... - •....~ 1-:~ 'Pr :'~~1~ 2 0'::1<: ~ ;:fr~ ~

.: I:;T~

~~ ~""T~'8 i ;:i'r7 ~:.{{:: l~ 'Tr~' ·'~1·~.~·Tr
q<f;,-;j'-~-;:.: ~if~-I1:f,~~';~ ~ \3:i ~',1 ~;':f

~ •.~. ::-:f2.f1:flt.=. 11'1<r~-~ f~ ~ mf:~-G Cfi~

f'l1 ~r 'fim~ ;r~f.:ijC:;"llT ~ CfQ: 'Z:f~T~

f'l1<lT~ ,n <i"Qr ?

o;B"oc:ro ij"ro ~ >;f~B"d ~ l1arfc-r~
;;fTCfT~r \ifr ~ Cfii2:T,;jfGf >;fi9<if~it isron:
~r ~t aT ~~ 'fioi.CfZ f<r.lTT ~T . ~T~
~t %, \ifT;;Tz >;fT<H ~ ;rB"if f<>rm ~ :

"N ecessary action is being taken
by the STC to investigate whether
the concerned officials in the Bom-
bay branch are in any way involved.
But in the mean time .the O1TICerS
have been transferred from that
Section so that they can look into
it. The gentleman who made alle-
gations to the STC has made only

;;fr crr"T'i'rc-r'fir qm <fr;;rq;:fi ;;fl" ff
'f.Q:r~, ~ 'l1~c:r ~ru", ~ ~f5r:c
0;$"11\\>" ~:'i'tiiiiT f::>ifilT iJ."~o i,o~o?it<:
~n:q.~i'f fl1f"'~r hrc-r(fr ~r ~ ilK

f;;rnlt ~ ,,{;;fern: ~~i ~~mT<i,l "'M"'
f~ra- ~ I ~ ~~ 'f.iftr ~ f~
ij"n:r '1Tfc-rffT'R iff<: f'l1lfT 'incH ~ >;Tn:'
~l'f om; CfiT ;<:fR ~(ff ~ f'l1 ff..,;fr
~1G ~nrr f'fiarfT fm+r;:c: Q:Tr:rI

'-'1' ~.~ f~11'l{ ( <ift'fir) : ~c;lf&l

~, "~fP:rl; m-m" it 'iff ~
'dlqr~r ~~~ f~ 'fir ~n: it lfi'c:fr::ifi
'tiT ~l:IR f~RT 'TIQ:aT~ I ~1f 'f.~

'flIT ~ :

"At least 25 per cent of about 3000
newspapor , and periodicals recom-
mended to the Government for issue
o " newsprint quota are stated to be

." either fictitious l):}rties or those who
are hand in glove with certam cor-
rupt elements in officials agencies
who are adopt in circumveding
regulations and exploiting loopholes
thereof to make quick money"

it m' ~~ lRfr ~TG<1 ~ ~,:
f.p ~~;sfT ~.~ ~T'fI=~n: mUq R;l:rr~
;prr~, 2 5 ~ q;~ lfT~r :q')-;;r ~c

~, wn: 25 >rft:r.rrd"~i;rc: G1m ~m
e-.

'fit fGllT ;;frm ~ ~f<: ~r zrf~ \l<:"if.n:.
~~r ~ efT~ ~ ~ CRi «tm)(C 'fir
;;ft 'l1l1r ~, ~«CfiT ;;fr ;;r'lTIq ~ q~ ~ ~T
WRIT ~ I

~;;C{lr\ifr "*B" ~;; ~f:s<TT1 1972"
-.:qc: ~ ;a B"1f CJ:".f, +nT~n:CfT<:Titi't ~;fr
~ sr~ ~0: if e;r ~~ ~~~~ li-
~T ;prr ~ :
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"During 1971, there was a record 
increase of 126 in the number of 
dailies or 18,1 per cent. The num-
ber of periodicals went up by 1182 
or 10.7 per cent during the year." 

_ err m1:fcfiT ;;r) m:r.rT ~T-cfi~ 
~gm 1971 itwm ~ mq 
~mr i=l' f.r,rr :.rr:;;r ~ ~ ~ ~ ill"A 
q.: ~'j-;;'; <i;J '1i~ ~ cfiT cfiTlf fcfilIT 
~ -.. { cf<., ~ .: ~ f.r,rr '&Pi-<fA fcfi"Q;, 
~ ;:;rf'9 fcfitJ Wsf<ITT.t <fi"T '31"T ;=rr;;rfsic: 
f<{<Tr -r:rr ~~fr~ ~ ~ 2 s srm~ crcfi 
<rt'l'ffi ~r lfiT ~!glff ~ ~ ? w 
:;;rr~ qq· ~ -rrt it -.:rT l:!;<fi -~ it.-~ it 

• lRift' ll'~~ i=l'~~r,; 22~~ 
q-m <fit ~ ajli) i=l' W!ll°fa ~T ~ ;q-j.: 
~) cf,fcT ~:fr f~ ~--1 s ~ cfirmf 
~ m 2 ~ ~mr cf<fi cfiT ~ 
~ ~ I aT TT J1r?rT ~ ~ ;;rr;,.rr 
• f;;r.r mr i=l' ~~ ~ .rrrtr .;r~r 
cfiT "!~ ~ ~ -rrt ;t ~~ <fit fWfif-
f~ <fif ~-~ .;rfcFfifhl:fT -::f.i cffcf ~ ,:~ 

t-cfl:ff ITT:cfiT<:: ~ G'Ht strt) i.fi~ ::.rrrff.fft 
~ f-r. ~~ ~ 1.r ~ crJ"l"ffi ,;p9cff{t 'fit 
~4ffSfc ~ i:l=i crrt i:i- f'.if~ 'f.r f i:t'rirf ,::11T 

<fiT ~ ~fr orrfi..F:crt\!i'-f cf.T cf.rt B'm ~1 
<'ft ~ ? cf,fifc'cr, WR <TF ~ ~rf ,:;-for-
cf:rf~-i ,~'-: ,wr ~:€1-a'i ·,-,-fer, T ~ ,,if: 11rT , •. 
>'::rt;rr::r ;::;·3'r" ~.·.,-cj- ;er~~ ,.,..,,.,n~"r' ,,,_"',. I Q r"l \ l IQ_ '1•,C:t '11•1•:1 ~ ·~1'1 1 , -,11 

fiJ<nrh~ cf~ c.fiT , (if ~.:r-:;:r ,:fl· @"9'T"!T 
lfi'i;j1 +'l1fr~;:r ~ I .., 

W'i9 lJm q-{1 ~,er '~rf'c T-r~;r z.r 
+Hlf(Zl :J;TP:IT ~r ,;fr,:: inri: f · '-!7iif!rR cffr 
~ 1l' 'f>{ fn11 ~ ,;rrir.r f :c~ ,r,~ •.r, mfa 
sr"!T~ i;.r ~ ,re:- ;'t- ;:,;; -:yfi;J~ ,~:fn:: ~r 

"' ' ' . ;rif ~ -lllH~ (n: =q)f'r cf.T, ~·rf-f) fc--rur 
-~ c.fiT ~ ~ ~r ~\ ~a;,r Qr 
-~r, fqi,:: ~ ¥ i:l=i ~M" Q+f mirr t 
mm t ~, 1910 ;r mi:r (1fl'fr i'l" 
~rm ~ ~ ~'t.: m~ 'q'fe!; ~ ., 
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~ it.- s14°tlfc!d ~ ~Tit; olli n: 
~ ~ ~ ~ am ;;rr imcr efiTlf ~ 
;;im ~ '3'rRiT m-( m ~ ~r ~ 
~ I,~~ m1:f mil'T i=l' ~;r W:rT 
~ fcfi ~ cfi~T i. ~--'n:lr it 
efiTlf cfim ~ ~ i '3';:rfil m 
iiITT' m1:n s 11-l {ifUt it "Sffuf;,~ W:fT 
;;r.~ .- ~ ~ srfufi'lfeFcr t~ 
f~ ? "(;;rrfT tr2-\1 cfiT, ~ ~ 
~ m rn srnr cfirro cfilR'r t w;zm 
~ m~ '3'i:lf~ 'lTT ~ lflJjT~ m it; . ~. 

aT ~ ~ t~c: ~ fcr orN~ 
~ m cfiT it ~ cfi.: ~T ~ I al 
~;,~r <fiii-rwr it ;;rr lTTlR ma ~ 

;:;rm i err tj mirr ifi foi':1T'fi ~rq ~ 
6'cfi cfilWf~r ,refl' <iifl'f ar ~ mirr 
it.- fu'rnin lfin:i~T ~,r <fi'T m~ 
oPT if!.l·r ~ff ~W? ~mmi: tj- 1-Jll (Wi%i 

mirr ~ QT srr~ i:fivfT 'i:fTfQq; I 11
'31°'1"rf

11 

"mcRT' ">!'fc'!'T~" ~~ ;;rr :J;Ti:im i 
'3';:r q;r ;:i,rm ~ if ,,rr;:1TifiT;;r c;':<::a- ~. 
~cf;';; ;;r).m cfi'T ITTcfi'R ti:r,1 'sf[ITT ~ 
0P:fiff. 'cirT if: q~ >l''l'.fF'f T;f"IT ~ I al' 
~lJ ~.- m~ ii +iefr ,:i~'.r <fir ~~ 
~ITTT "i"'. fQi.;: I 

. W"i if {\· ~r ~);<I ·~ .-~ STFf ~.fr 
~,: ~T J.-fT it,' n;'ti "isf~~r;,:f ~ti' 
lfir ,;fn: qrfui:;-1ij2: q; qcf'.' :r:r~:r cf>T '+TT 
~r cf."f ~ ~. ~'.T ofir '!;fr,: f~r;,r-, j Qc11 

• ..... ..:::· ~.. .C':: ..... R 1 11~ cnrr .,,,, r rcr. '-Ti: ''fi:JT1:r: err 
~ ~ .::i ~ .:, ...... ........ 

cf.R Q;~T ;'i~ i'c:f .:{ :,~, ~i ;,;,;i' q.;r tcfifiT-
=r ·: 1 m- ~-,,.,.,,,,. -.. ---=- .;. ,.", c~ .,. , .. ·r1·-,; , crs: ;'fct,·.·:l1i1 g'<, 
ift ~[lFf +ff'l'l"rr ~cf Ci"[~ 

~ ~ ~ i , ~;; ~ c1r <fit'fir "!!'Tffir-
;mrr ~r i , a"t ~rRiT ~ ~ 
~ ~flTr ar it '3'rf ~ wrrn ~ fil1 
W ~ cfiT lJ;~o cfo fflo ll' ~ i:tc 
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SHRI I, K. GUJRAL: I have seen 
the allegation, as my hon. friend, Shri 
Madhu Limaye, has pointed, that 25 
per cent of the papers allocated news-
print are fictitious papers. I think it 
may be a hurried statement because 
I do not think the situation is that bad 
or the dimensions of the problem that 
serious. There is malpractice, as 1 
have said in my statement. Now it 
is being inquired into. My dilemma is 
this. This House rightly has always 
been very much concerned about the 
freedom of the press and rightly it 
has always emphasised that any paper 
which is brought out should be given 
its quota. Even the Supreme Court 
has said that under art. 19(1), natu-
rally anybody has the right to bring 
out a newspaper and therefore, he 

:should be given his quota for bringing 
out the paper. Our difficulty is that 
if We do not follow that strictly of 
giving newsprint to anybody who 
comes out with a papeTj we are accus-
ed that We are trying to suppress 
freedom of the press; but if we give 
newsprint like this, some malpractice 
takes place. Then again my hon. 
friend, Shri Madhu Limaye, thinks 
.that We are at fault.

, «ft W

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Therefore, in 
regard to both things, the position 
becomes very delicate. At one stage 
we had thought and we were follow-
ing for some years the practice that 
whenever a new paper was started, we 
asked them first to start it and then 
come to Us after three months or six 
months for the newsprint. Then they 
came with the complaint as to on 

what they should print their paper for

1896 (SAKA) fictitious news- 3 1 8  
papers etc. (C.A.).

the first three or six months. So we 
changed the policy. We said we will 
give it from the very beginning. When 
we give it from the very beginning, 
this happens. If you will read the 
allegation in the Economic Times  ̂ you
will see that basically it is against 
those papers which have got newsprint 
quota as new papers. Therefore, that 

.difficulty has arisen. Now we are 
again thinking of revising the policy 
and coming back to the original policy 
that we do not give newsprint in the 
beginning.

Now Shri Piloo Mody  ̂does .not 
agree. '

SHRI PILOo m o d y  (Godhra); Of 
course, not. .

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I am quite
willing to sit with my ' friends from 
the Opposition and discuss this issue 
as to what should be our policy in 
regard to the newspapers.

SHRI PILOO MODY: See me at one 
O’clock.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: It is not very 
safe to see him at one O’clock; he is 
not very sane at that time.

Therefore, I would submit that this 
is the dilemma we are faced ith.

So far as the officials are concerned, 
I do not think my friend is right be-
cause no official ever recomnionds 
allocation of, newsprint. The policy 
is very clear. We follow that but if 
any official is found guilty, I can only 
assure the House that he will not be 
spared. '

My friend Shri Madhu Limaye then 
pointed out certain things in respect 
of Bennett Coleman. The Board 
Directors of Bennett Coleman has 
been constituted by the High Court 
of Bombay and not by the Govern-
ment of India. Therefore, tl^ese gene-
ral allegations have to be viewed in 
that context. ■ '
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racketing and blackmarketing, it shows
how things are happening in this coun-
try,

APRIL 30, 1974.

l!oTf mf 0 if;0 ~~ : 'liii« rr.
~T, ~lk: if; ~1~~ ~ I

My friend has also pointed out that
papers like Pratipaksh are not given
newsprint. I think there he is not
right.

l!oTf lif! f~: ltif ~ t11 '1 !Chi '11
cr.m ~ I

P.1l~Tfo ~o ~'il"tT~: ~1'1ICflfi'l1

~T Cfim ~, \;1T~Tm ~ ~ ~ ~ t1T<:

CflT1mr m ~f'fl' ~ CflT 1 7 ;;rr;rr ~ 'if] ~

'Slfcrre1' ~T~R ~qrn __+j~1'fl'T 'WSlm:
~ I ~ <:IT ij'"ffi' ~ Cfi<: ~'fl' ;;rr;rr'
~l:n~T ~a- ~', Cfl11~~ ~1ifa- ~ I

SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL (Khed):
Sir,-(Interruptions)-as my name
hae been taken by Shri Maclhu
Limaye, I would like to make a clari-
fication, for the information of the
House and the Government also, as
far as the STC, Bombay, is concerned,
tlle ai.thorisations are issued by the
Press Registrar on STC, Bombay. Tho
newspapers 1', ·'~.-:7 .o Eo to t~j(' STC
fer Er;-',\:-:;})7'lL<. SCIn:; of ihc l)f}(:Cr.3

do hD-,'e 3 E::.\: ,:.y/iU1 th:~ clearing age-its
f,:S we.I 8.3 ~:l'::' iYj~.:)IJ~·thouses,

Suppose, if I am to g~::t in)-'" ':'~'3\VS-

print quota on Monday, then I am
asked to come on Tuesday or Wednes-
day. I have to stand in the linG for
three days, because I am not clearing
my goods through their· clearing
house. That is what is happening in
Bombay.

SHRI DHAMANKAR (Bhiwandi) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was very shocking
to read in the gconomic Times about
the racket in newsprint which is being
indulged in by the press people the
publishing houses and the press itself.
Up till now, we were thinking that
the press is above board, and it was
expected to propagate lt2'\Vs and curb
this blackmarketirig and racketing
practice but actually when we find out
parctice but actually when We find
that the press in also indulging in

,l";""_,
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I have read the statement of the
hon. Minister very carefully and I fail
to understand how in spite of checks
and counterchecks in the Ministry of
Commerce and the office of the Regis-
trar of Newspapers, this blackmarket-
ing continues to go on, On a very
large scale.

. In spite of restrictions of newsprint,
some English newspapers from Delhi
and Bombay continue to have. eight
pages for nearly fives days a week,
while others have enforced a restric-
tion to only four pages; and not only
that; they drop one issue in a week.
It seems that the affluent newspapers:
owned by monopolists have oither-
hoarded huge stocks of newsprint or
they have some sort of arrangement
and understanding with the Registrar
of Newspapers and the Ministry of
Commerce by which they manage to
get surplus newsprint beyond their
quota, Those newspapers nnd periodi-
cals such as Sadhana and Antal' Btui-
rati in i\::trathi and ether Fnr;lir:!'! ne-
l'i(;:l~"(,2..h: o;~V~"1,) st:"ict~y [~O by regula-
tio» s ~lC-1""'\l::; "L ,""'1 :;l.l.tI::'1' v.rLiJ,~ those V) no
~:::d:~2 -''::course to malpractices manage
to get enouch newspr-int fJl' their :
dailies as ""211 as special numbers.
Magazines and periodicals spscialised
in cinema film stars do not find any
dearth .of newsprint and they continu-
ously issue special numbers on vari-
ous occasions. If we are really short
of newsprint, then the Government
must see that tile regulations are
strictly enforced and there are no
loopholes left either with the Regis-
trar of Newspapers or with the Min-
istry of Commerce and plug all the
loopholes.

In this context, I would like to ask
the following questions: whether
newsprint quota is allotted on the
circulation basis or on the basis of
pages the newspaper was issuing until
the date o~ enforcement of regula-
tions; have the Government examined
the credibility and bona fides of all
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the newspapers and periodicals who  
are allotted new sprint quota; i.i it a 
fact that some big units have hoard
ed newsprint and are supplying it to 
newspapers and periodicals professing  
a particular ideology; is the Govern
ment aware that blackm arketing in  
newsprint is rampant and, if  so, what 
steps Government intends to take to 
curb blackmarketing in newsprint. 
The hon. M inister has stated that CPI 
enquiry w ill be instituted. Till it is 
over this racket w ould continua Is 
the Government thinking of im porting 
more newsprint? W hat it the ton
nage and w hen is it expected? Is the 
Government envisaging new  units to 
be put up in the country to m eet the 
shortage? What steps does the M inis
ter intend to take to enquire into the  
racket w hich has recently com e to 
lim elight? Do th e newspapers and 
periodicals w hich have stopped pub- 
laction still continue to get their  
quota? W hat im m ediate steps the  
Minister w ill take to curb m alprac
tices? There is one more malpractice. 
Newsprint is imported in rolls and 
some surplus, adm ittedly is there, for 
damages on the surface, cuttings, etc. 
That newsprint is sold in the black- 
market. I would request the Minister 
to take proper steps to check those 
malpractices.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: A llocation of 
newsprint for the current period is on 
the basis of perfom ance for the last 
year, circulation as w ell as pages. 
The policy w as on the total perfor
mance m inus thirty percent. This 
was allotted to the newspapers and 
periodicals. I do not know what m y  
hon. firend m eans by bonafides. So 
far as m anagerial bonafides are con
cerned w e try to get the ABC certi
ficate o f the Chartered accountants 
certificate or a certificate on circula
tion. One of these three things is 
taken into account. Even then there 
are certain malpractices.

SHRI D H A M A N I^R : They are re
gistered, but they are not published.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL; We take strict 
action in cases that come to our notice. 
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We have sent som e cases to CBI en
quiry also. About hoarding, I do not 
think that there is any hoarding. But 
a stage has come. There w as buffer 
stock available w ith  big papers som e 
years ago; that buffer stock is taken  
account of ana the w hole quantity is 
made good. A bout the import of more 
paper, I w ish  w e could it is just not 
available. A bout setting up of m anu
facturing capacities I have said ear
lier in the House that som e factories 
are being set up. If there is some 
damage to newsprint, that is damaged  
at the cost of newspaper. It is b e
cause w e give a certain percentage  
only for damage as dam ages in  
printing; if there is anything over and 
avobe that, that is on the account of 
the new spaper itself.

SHRI DHAMANKAR: The surface 
of the roll is damaged. More quan
tity  .is sold under that name.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: It is  not for 
m e to decide. Suppose a new spaper 
is entitled to 100 tonnes. W hat w e  
do is this. W e calculate their allo
cations. W e calculate their quota and 
allow  cutting damage, etc. w hich  is 
called genuine damage during transit, 
during printing, etc. Som etim e before 
it used to be ten  per cent and w e  
have now  reduced it to 6 or 7 per 
cent, if I rem em ber right. That is 
what is generally ,done.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU; This 
racket is widespread. The shortage 
to m y m ind is very m arginal. But 
artificially it is being m agnified in 
order to enable blackm arketeers to 
m ake hay w hile the sun shines. Today 
I am told the control price is Rs- 2800  
per tonne and in the blackm arket it  
goes to 4500 or even Rs. 6000 per 
tonne. M alpractices are done tlirough  
four broad counts and they are know n  
to the G overnm ent for years. They  
are fu lly  inform ed of it. They have  
done it w ith  a purpose in m ind b e
cause the biggest new spapers are in 
connivance w ith  som e corrupt officials 
in the Office of the Registrar of it^ews- 
papers. Secondly it is done through  
STC, thirdly, through inflated circu-
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lation and fourthly by malpractices 
adopted by private importers who 
number about twelve. Talk of world 
shortage creates panic and {here also 
the Government cannot get out of the 
resporusibilty. The Government have 
encouraged blackmarkettera in every 
sphere of life. Therefore, Sir, they 
have deliberately bungled in the im-
portation of newsprint and kept the 
production of Nepa to a fraction of the 
built in capacity. Since the allot* 
ment and distribution system has 
been deliberately kept m an extremely 
complicated and unclean manner, the 
Registrar of Newpapers fixes the 
annual quota on a theoretical circu-
lation basis and the influential news* 
papers manipulate the circulation 
figures and take the maximum news-
print quota that they can get. They 
have been talking about diffusion of 
ownership for the last so many years, 
But we understand their kindness, 
sympathy and friendliness to the big 
tycons who are the biggest consumers 
of newsprint They are not coming 
forward because they do not want to 
disturb the set-up for their very poli-
tical existence. Unless they can con-
trol the mass media, they cannot curb 
the activities of the Opposition They 
are doing this

Now, Sir, they are allowing new 
editions from new places Mr Gujrol, 
will you be able to tell us. if you have 
real shortage of newsprint, how new 
editions are being allowed to be taken 
out and will you also be able to en-
lighten the House how too many 
newspapers are being allowed to take 
out many editions from the same city 
throughout 24 hours9 This is possible, 
because there ia no real intensive 
physical check of the circulation. 
There is the Circulation Officer whom 
1 call the VIP in the newspaper 
world I have known Circulation 
Officers being put up in Grant Hotel, 
Calcutta at the cost of big tycoons 
owning newspapers. In regard to 
each Circulation Officer, if you carry 
out a probe of his assets; you will
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find out what he has aoquired. TIM 
question is, aome ao pear cent of the 
3,000 pewspapere get fictitious news-
print quota, as quoted by Mr. Madhu 
Limaye from the Economic Timm* 
There is also inflated circulation. 
Who are responsible for this inflated 
circulation? The honu Speaker him-
self would bf able to make out from 
the press report, officially circulated. 
This is up to 1972. We do no* have 
anything after th a t On page 11, it 
says;

"The newsprint allotted to daily 
newspapers in 1971-72 amounted to
1,93,000 MT forming 87 per cent of 
the total allocation.'*

This is to daily newspapers. So, 
this certainly is one of the biggest 
trades and the Government 1s fully 
aware of this. 1 can assure about 
this I am not exaggerating at all 
We are told, somebody in Bombay, 
somebody who is interested posted 
some letters to some of the genuine 
allottees, genuine in the sense listed 
allottees, and those letters came back 
with a marking ‘addressee not known, 
addressee not traceable* Sir. the 
corrupt officials with the collaboru 
tion of dis-honest businessmen—again 
they are very close to the rul<ng 
party; most of them are—produce 
fictitious allocation and get quotas re-
leased from the Government. Two 
STC officials from Bombay were 
sending letters to genuine allottees 
stating V e can give you more of 
newsprint provided you give us the 
business of handling your newsprint’. 
Sir, with all their professed dis-
approval of black-marketing and **0- 
nomic offence*, so far, what they 
have done is, transferring these two 
STC officials This is like what hap-
pened in the ease of Mr. Baleshwar 
Prasad After al! this, he fa coin# 
on leave He should be sent to 
Simla so that he can cool hit heci* 
This ia what the Government is capa-
ble of doing. 1 am coming back to 
STC officials. I h*w  travelled *•*  
from 8'tnla. They talk «bout d»»-
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*W>foval • I , black-marketing- But, 
they ' caught these two STC 

officials miolrt or less red-handed, 
instead of getting them arrested and 
putting them behind the bars pend-
ing trial—this is what they do with 
us all the time—all that they did was 
to transfer them because some big 
«lfephant roust have come in support 
of them. I am charging the Govern-
ment that they do not want to curb 
blackmarketing in newsprint, be-
cause they want political dividend out 
of newspapers.
It Ma

Take, for example, the case of 
Ananda Bazar Patrika, which was 
caught red-handed blackmarketing in 
4,500 maunds of newsprint. Shri 
Cujral’s letter is gtill with me. Why 
do you not prosecute them’ If you 
prosecute them, Amanda Bazar Patrika 
having the largest circulation in eas-
tern India, they would not say good 
■things about the Congress. So, they 
hesitate to take action.

Again, take the caee of Basumati oi 
Shri A. K. Sen It was detected in 
1967. The prosecution order came 
only in 1074, end that too because 
pressure was coming from West Ben-
gal Congress that Shri A K Son w«- 
creating trouble, could you prosecute 
him. Prom 198? to 1974 Bamtmcu 
was doing blackmarketing in news-
print, and Shri Oujrai knew it fully 
wtH. But the whole thing was kept 
pending till such time when Shri 
Siddhartha Shankar Hay wrote that 
Shri A. K. Sen is creating political 
problems in West Bengal, so why not 
prosecute him. I want answers to 
all my questions.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Sir, you and
* have known Shri Jyotirmoy Bosu 
for a long period.

MR. SPEAKER: X know him too
“well by now.

SHRI X. K. GUJRAL; Most of 
what he says naturally needs no 
™Ply. In order to coinvinee him-
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selt, he keeps on repeating things 
which he knows sure patently wrong.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Re-
garding Ananda Bazar Patrika I will 
supply all the papei* tomorrow. He 
was caught red-handed.

MR. SPEAKER: Let the Minister
reply; have the patience to listen.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: For instance, 
he is very much concerned about 
Basumati today and he is very happy 
it is being prosecuted. But I think he 
will remember that he was more keen 
than Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray, 
that no action should be taken . . .

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sur, may 
I point out . . . .

MR. SPEAKER: I would request
him to resume his seat. He speaks 
so much and when a reply comes, he 
tries to contradict every minute. He 
has to get the habit of listening. 
Why does he not have the patience 
to listen? Why has he developed 
this habit recently? This was toler-
able to some extent, but not on 
every occasion.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 
Sir, when we speak, we do not mis-
lead others We speak about facts

MR. SPEAKER: That you cannot
understand yourself. We understand 
it very well

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir, on 
a point of submission. I have made 
two categorical allegations. Firstly, 
though Shri A. K. Sen was caught 
red-handed, why no action was taken? 
he wa$ not prosecuted for seven 
years? Secondly, even though 
Ananda Bazar Patrika was caught 
redhanded, why no action was taken?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL; So far as 
Basumati is concerned, my host, 
friend knows that the enquiry was 
going on. He also knows that under 
the system of enquiry that we follow 
in this country, we do not prosecute 
people till we have sufficient grounds 
to prosecute, and this takes time.
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So far as the Ananda Bazar Patrikn
i>.3 concerned, I have written to him
that the case does not lend itself to
prosecution. That is why we did not
proceed with the prosecution.

SHI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: What he
says is untrue.

MR. SPEAKER: My trouble
that you are too near me.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
shift somewhere, if you want.
seat was allotted to me.

I can
This

MR. SPEAKER: It does not mean
that you keep on shouting all the
time.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
ing is the last thing I do.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Now,. Sir,
you will agree with me, on the basis
of this statement, how truthful he is
in making the statements.

Shout-

MR.· SPEAKER: I cannot express
any opinion. You can answer him
yourself. I have any Own opinions
about him.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: He has ask-
ed me a question regarding new edi-
tions and new papers which have
been published by some chain news-
papers in the . Course of this year.
This is not for the Government to
decide. The Government has no po-
wers to decide whether the papers
will have now editions or not. The
Supreme Court judgment is there.
It has given these powers to them.
It is not a question of my reaction,
my liking Or disliking, and to see
whether they are printing new erli-
ions within the newsprint allocated
to them although it has meant also
that some of their papers, old. edi-
tions, are suffering. For instance, one
paper which has published new edi-
tions is mow finding itself in a great
deal of difficultY-it is the Btm'bay

is

fictitious newspape1's
etc. (C.A.).

edition-and they feel that they may
not be able to coninue that edition.
I think, it is not a good managerial
policy on their part to over-stretch
thernselve, and to think that, later
on, the Government will come to
their rescue which the Government
finds it very difficult to do although
we would like all the papers to con-
tinue. In spite of the difficulties of
newsprint, we have not allowed a
single paper to close down 'in the
ccursa of the year and we have not
allowed a single journalist to he
retrenched in the COUl"3eof this year.

Everything else that my hon.
friend has said is not very much re-
lated to the issue before us, whe-
ther the newsprint shortage is a
bogey Or not, whether the diffusion
will come or not, and there will be
other occasions ·for me to reply to
these things.

.----

.- SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Sir, the-
news-item that appeared in the Eco-
nomic Times at least exposed a big
scandal, a big racket, in newsprint
and also black-marketing in news-
print. If the report is correct which
says tnat out of 3000 newspapers and
periodicals, about 25 per cent of
them are either bogus or non-
existent, it means about 750 of u.ese
newspapers and periodicals are either
bogus or non-existent. If it is so, jt

can be asumerl that as regards the
import allocation of newsprint, near
about 25 per cent of this allocation
goes into the black market, and it
can also be assumed that this IS one -
of the reasons for scarcity of news-
print.

There is another aspect also. It is
known to :the hon. Mini-ster that aU
the big newspapers particularly. not
the periodicals, not the monhtlies
and weaklies, get a certificate from
the Audit Bureau of Circulation and,
an the basis of that, the Government
just accepts the circulation and, on
the basis of their circulation, the Gov-
ernment gives them a quota of news-

~-,

--
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On the basis of this information
given in this reply, I want to know
from the hon. Minister some clarifi-
cation. According to the reply g.ven,
in the month of December two Bom-
bay STC officials were .transterred
from one Department to another
which shows clearly that at least the
STC knew about the matter of cer-
tain black-marketing and racketeer-
ing in newsprint as early as Decent-
ber. If it was so, I want to know
from the hon. Minister whether this
racketeering and blackmarketing on
the basis of bogu-, newspapers came
to the attention or knowledge of the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, in the month of December,
If it was done in the month of De-
cember ..... (Interruptions) There
were some reports that some src
officials in Bombay were indulging in
blackmarketing On the basis of that
report, Delhi STC officials took cer-
tain steps against them. And, these
steps were very lightly taken. What
did they do'? Then only transferred
them frOm one Department to an-
other in the same place. I want to
know from the hon, Minister whe-
ther this information. was communi-
cated to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting by the Ministry of
Commerce in the month of Decen.-
bel'. If he was informed, what steps
did the hon. Minister take in the
month of December? I also want to
know when the CBI inquiry has been
instituted.
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print. It is also known that most of
the big newspapers and a number of
weeklies also indulge in black-market-
in newsprint.

Now, on the basis of newsprint
imported and also on the basis of in-
ilated circulation sbown by the A.B.C.,
.On these two counts, we find that
the scarcity of newsprint created in
this country is considerably artificial.
On the basis of that artificial scarcity,
there is a rise in the prise of news-
papers. These newspapers are ex-
ploiting the common people because
it is we who have to pay for the
rhe in newspaper price, it is the
common people who hav., to pay for
the rise in price of newspapers.

I would like to know from the hon.
Minister, firstly, whether they have
published the names of newspapers in
India and. their circulation also. I
also want to know from the hon.
Minister whether the allocation of
quota of newspr-int to each and every
periodical and also to each newspaper
will be published so that it can be
brought before tbe scrutiny of the
public at least.

Secondly, I want to know from
the hon. Minister about the ABC.
whether the Government has some
vigilance or some machinery to go
into the report of ABC. ABC can be
influenced as the big newspapers do
it very easily. Why, even small
newspapers also do it very easily. So,
I want to know whether the Govern-
ment has any machinery whatsoever to
check the figures that are being certi-
fied by the ABC.

Thirdly, I want to know one thing.
The hon. Minister has at three places
said-the Government are painfully
conscious of the misusa and secondly,
there are reports of non-existent and
'bogus newspapers and thirdly of the
misuse of the quota and finally. the
Minister has also accepted the basis
for the report in the Economic Times
as actually correct. If it had been
otherwise, the Government would
not have instituted a CBI inquiry.

As I raised the point earlier, in
this whole big racket of scandal, one
person is the Registrar of News-
papers. He is also not responsible
because he acts on the basis of the
recommendations of the officials.
Then some authority in the Com-
merce Ministry makes the allocation
of the quota, either of indigenous
production Or of imports. These allo-
cations are operated by the STC offi-
cials in Bombay and Calcutta. I do
.not know whether the STC officials
are there to deal with the STC
quota,
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Thirdly, not only irregularities but 

certain serious charges came to the 
notice of the Delta STC which took 
it lightly and ordered the transfer of 
the officials from one Department to 
the other What a horrible thing is 
it? The charge is that 25 per cent 
of the newsprint has been misused

This is only one part. The other 
part is that the STC officials at Bom-
bay as also STC officials at Delhi 
and officials of the Commerce Min-
istry are also responsible and with-
out getting their explanation and 
without getting the information fiom 
the Ministry of Commerce, I oo not 
know how we can pinpoint who are 
leally responsible for this black-
marketing

For that reason I want to know 
when he tame to know of it, whe-
ther he was informed in the month 
of December and whether he inquir-
ed why such light action—it is not a 
punishment—such as transferring the 
officials from one Department to tne 
other was taken and lastly why the 
matter was taken so lightly I also 
want to know whether you got this 
information from the Ministry of 
Commerce and if «o, what steps were 
taken Finally, what steps are you 
going to take in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Commerce to take 
serious steps against the Registrar, 
the authority who approved this 
and also the Bombay and Delhi SIC 
officials

SHRI I K GUJRAL As a said in 
the beginning, so far as I am aware, 
the Ministry of Commerce has told 
us that they have already initiated 
investigations ino the 
mad, ...m rf  th . STC ofltojto •xd «  
a preliminary only. *** *•«
U»m>fen.d th* o«ci»li W henth.rt 
» th* d w r  pwfce, 0»y *01 »» 
able to look into the whole thing

So far aa the Min**** Informa-
tion and Broadcasting j, conctro-
ed, we do not harve any tWfcmawon

A PHIL 80, 1874 fictitious Mwtpapen Zl*  
etc. (C A.>.

r a to us in the month of Decen*- 
by the Ministxy of Commerce or 
anybody So, the question of our 

taking action does not arise, I  do* 
not know if any action was taken or 
even whether the Ministry of Com-
merce knew of it in December or 
not. 1 cannot vouch for i t  I think 
my hon friend may ask them thia 
question or 1 will pass on this infor** 
mation to the Ministry of Commerce .

SHRI §AMAR GUHA: You have
said that in the month of December 
there were reports.

SHRI I K GUJRAL. That is why 
they passed on this note to me on 
the basis of the action they have al-
ready initiated

At the moment, as *1 already told 
you, every year the list of news* 
papers in India is approved by the 
Registrar of Newspapers The Re-
gistrar's report comes in two volumes 
There is another volume which gives 
details of all the newspapers and 
periodicals published in India Out 
of these, approximately, we have m 
India about 11,000 newspapers and 
periodicals, but only 700 newspapers 
and 1800 periodicals apply for news-
print and get the newsprint Ottrr* 
do not apply

The mam difficulty that has arKen 
m this story which is also the allega-
tion is that new papers indulge ir. 
this more That is why. as I said 
the policy needs a re-thinking be-
cause even last years 268 new papws 
got themselves registered and obvi-
ously, when 203 papers g*t them 
selves registered, there is «ome*h nj, 
worth worrying about and worth 
thinking about. I cannot stop them 
but definitely, their geouinenea. 
must be ostabttshed That is why * 
have offered that I am willirg u 
discuss with those Members of tt* 
Opposition who are interested in the 
•object and this I  * * * * * ?
willi them and m m  • * § » *be made on the bad* of U*se wutua*
dicueslowt
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A word about ABC. ABC ft, by 

and large, discharging its responsi-
bility ^ 11. I do not think my bon. 
txmnd should be in a hurry to make 
allegations against the ABC because. 
uptill noV no such malpractices have 
come to our notice where ABC has 
not discharged the responsibility they 
are called upon to do... . .

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: If you per-
mit me, Sir . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Please have
patience. You are a fully mature 
gentleman. Kindly have patience. 1 
am not prepared for interruption 
every now and then.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL: I very much 
1 egret to say and I say H with a great 
deal of pain that, by and large, the 
complaints are against small papers 
and the Registrar of Newspapers is 
taking action. Most of the raal-practi-
ces we have found in the case of small 
newspapers. I say it with a great 
deal of pain and anguish because our 
pohcy us to help the small news-
papers and unfortunately, this to 
what is happening. That is why we 
will need more vigilance in that sec-
tor. It is no use applying the vigi-
lance to the other sector, whatever 
be the views of others There, the 
difficulties may be lesser and 1 ignore 
that area where difficulty has not 
become visible. Even the story of 
the Economic Ttnuet is based on tbat 
sector more to which we cannot afford 
to clow* our eyes any more.

IMS. fan.
RE STRIKE BY RAILWAY EMPLO-

YEES

SHRI S M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): 
We have already given notices...

i*tw |?frr«r 9 9 1 1 w w f
m u f f  $  * i  w j k  w f t f  fa  w w  

% sift fa*

fam  t  f a  fcr f t  vtim
to u t $ 1 w r*  ^  t o  ?fr far* 

v tf «pfr *1$  I  1 
^  |  fa  vfa feOT 

% w  % fat? far* ? v tz  
t o r  3r f^rnr t o  fa*r % 1 
f*R*wTfwf % * nrm  wt ^ 1

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: You kindly 
hear us for two minutes.

*r«r fann (*rer):
( t T f  (  1 q v ir ft  w ritor

ifrx ar?r 1 usurer *n*r m

w**mt : w* w n r *r£r
t ,  3t't m  T r f w  ft, T \ ffWPW 
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■srw «rr«nfr wrrr̂ ststr w  «rrr
*vn w  7

^grn wwf w*% n
SH vr, 7^ %ST«FT 
Wf’5?nTTT \  1

I am not allowing any Member. I 
have not allowed any Motion or an* 
discussion 1 am not calling any bon. 
Member.

*>? *c«n*r wrni *r w r & i 
trnr *rr»ri **n ?nr «nrrv t o  
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