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Construction of Building at Cochin
by Indian Air lines

3377. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Will
the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Indian Airlines has
acquired a plot of land at Cochin to
build its own buildings there;

(b) if so, what progress has been
made in this matter so far; and

(c) whether there is any delay in
its progress and if so, reasons there-
for?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI RAJ BAHA-
DUR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(by and (c). Although land for the
building was acquired in 1966 con-
struction could not be taken up due to
financial constraints.

Distribution Pojicy of Rayon Yarn

3378. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNANs
Will the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Ragan distributors
about 5 to 6 million kgs. of yarn a
month and the yarn is obtained from
spinners under a voluntary agree-
ment between spinners and weavers;

(b) whether the open market rate
of rayon yarn is about three times
higher than the concessional rate
whereas the yarn at concessional
rate is supplied to exporters of rayon
fabrics against their exports; and

(¢) if so, whether any investigation
about this has been made by Gov-
ernment and the broad outlines re-
garding the reviewed policy of Gov-
ernment in this regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
A. C. GEORGE): (a) and (b). Yes
Sir. Rayex distributes about 5 to 6
lakh kgs. of rayon filament yarn to
exporters of rayon fabrics as replen-
ishment at an agreed price under a
voluntary agreement.

(c) There is no statutory price and
distribution control on rayon filament
yarn. Under a Voluntary Agreement
between spinners and weavers, the
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spinners can sell a puart of their pro-
duction in .the open market. The
agreed price for replenishment yarn is
lower than the Actual User gquota price
and the International price of rayon
filament yarn. The open market price
is governed by forces of demand and
supply. The question of initiating any
investigation into agreed prices and
open market prices does not arise.

12 hrs,

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED CRITICAL SUPPLY POSITION OF
coaL To Power Housks

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akola):
I call the attention of the Minister of
Steel and Mines to the following mat-
ter of urgent public importance and
request that he may make a statement
thereon:;

‘The reported critical coal supply

position to power houses in UP,
Gujarat, Assam, Punjab, Haryana
and other States and resultant

threat of power crisis.’

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA):
Even though the production of coal
hag been increasing since 1972 and the
tentative estimates of production
during 1973-74 are about 79 million
tonnes, which is 2.6 million tonnes
more than the production in 1972-73
and 6.6 million tonnes more than that
of 1971-72, consumers all over the
country have been experiencing short-
ages of coal at various times mainly
due to the supply position being not
satisfactory. The coal producing
organisations have been taking steps
to increase the production and loading
of coal and coke and the Railways
have also been trying to move the
maximum possible quantity of coal
and coke to various destinations but
these efforts have been hampered by
a series of agitations, strikes and go-
slow attitude of different sections of
Railway employees. The position has
become acute in the last few days.
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However, it may be stated that no
major power station has actually clos-
ed down even though the stock posi-
tion in several power stations, such
as Harduaganj, XKanpur river-side,
Nasik, Paras and Ennore is not very
satisfactory,

A Joint Cell is functioning at Cal-
cuita with the representatives of the
Rezilways and the coal producing agen-
cies to ensure proper co-ordination in
maximising coal supplies. In the
headquarters of the Railway Board, a
Control Room has been set up to take
emergency action to rush coal supplies
to power stations, which are facing a
critical stock position. On account of
these efforts, the power stationg have
been kept going. As soon as the rail
transport position improves, it would
be possible to augment the supplies of
coal not only to power stations but
also to industries, brick Kklins and

domestic consumers.

In so far as the reported power cuts
in the various States are concerned, it
may be mentioned that there ' is no
power station using coal in Assam and
the power statjgns which use coal in

Punjab and Haryana are very small ~

stations. The bulk of the power sup-
ply in these States is derived from
hydro electric sources. If power cuts
have been imposed in these States, it
cannot be attributed to shortage of
coal. In U.P, and Gujarat also as
already mentioned, no power house
has closed down for want of coal and
supplies have been rushed to those
units which are having critically low
stocks.

All efforts are being made by the
Government, in a coordinated manner,
to ensure that coal supplies to power
stations are maintained inspite of the
disturbed industrial relations on the
Railways. In the present circum-
stances I would appeal to all the Mem-
bers of the House to lend a helping
hand ip restoring normalcy in the
working of the Railways so that the
supplies of coal to power stations and
cther vital sectors of the economy are
maintained. ’ '
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SHRI VASANT SATIIE: With due
deference to the hon, Ilnister for

whom we have all the respect and also
conceding that he is comparatively
new to this portfolio, although not to
the job of ministership and that he is
a seasoned man, I must say that the
statement which his Ministry has pre-.
pared for him is far from satisfactory
for one simple reason that even on
facts the statement is not correct. In.
the statement it says:

“«However, it may be stated that
no major power station has actually
closed down even though the stock
position in several power stations,
such as Harduaganj....is not vecy’
satisfactory.”

Reports have appeared in the Press
that U.P. was facing on 13 March the
threat of black out; there was no coal
at power units. The report in the-
Hindustan Times dated Lucknow the
13th says that U.P. faced the imme-
diate danger of completed dislocation
of power generation and supply due to
criticical coal supply Dposition in the
State; it says further: “The State
Electricity Board in a Press note today
said that Harduaganj thermal power
station in Aligarh district with 210
MW installed capacity was likely t¢
close down sometimes tonight” This
is not a small unit. Next day on 14th,
in Times of India there is a report
which says: “Power supply position
in U.P. worsens today with the abrupt
closure of the 210 MW Harduagani B
thermal power plant at Aligarh”.
Actually the plant in U.P. has closed
dowrr. Yet he has been told by the
Ministry to inform this House that
there was no closure due to coal short--
ages. ... (Interruptions)

This matter has to be taken ga little:
more seriously because if coal supply
is not proper to the power houses, not
only will the power house close, but
electric supply will also be affected.
Industries are affected, fertiliser pro-
duction is affected, irrigation is effect-
ed, textiles mills close down and even
coal production will be affected, not tor
speak of the impact it will have on
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:food production. All these matters are
;inter-related and one affects the other;
there is a chaip reaction. Our country
Jhad been experiencing power shortage
Jfor quite sometime now. It hag al-
ready started affecting the Western
Region including Maharashira .and
-Gujarat, and slowly, it will engulf the
regions of Punjab, Haryana, Assam
and Uttar Pradesh. So, Sir, it has
been reported that the loss of produc-
tion in the Eastern Region, in the first
-six months of 1972, is about Rs. 9
-grores, out of which, the loss in foreign
-exchange is about Rs. 5 crores. There-
fore, Sir, we should see the magnitude
of the problem. It is not enough to
say that we are doing everything,
Ahorupam Bbodwanim. You praise the
‘Railway Minister and the Railway
‘Minister praises you and both of you
praise each other, while the nation
suffers. Sir, every day this question is
coming up in this House. The Minis-
ter of Steel and Mines has been saying
‘that we have enough coal, and that
coal is actually burning at the coal
fields, on stow, of course. It happens
whepn it is over-staked. At the same
time, he says that we should not blame
the Railway Minister and that he is
doing his job. When we ask the Rail-
-way Minister, he says, ‘We are trying
to do our best; Wagons are available;
Do not blame the Minister of Steel and
Mines, he is doing his job.” Both of
you say ‘I will scratch your pack’ and
“You scratch may baek’. What kind
of policy is this? The power houses
are closing down; industrial houses
are closing- down and production is
getting affected. :
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There is one another important fac-
tor. You have in this statement,
blamed the Ilabour. The Railway
‘Minister also blames the labour.
Everyone js blaming the labour. What
are you .doing to get the cooperation of
the labour? Is it not high time that
we, in this  country, should think of
sorme other ! method by which we can
get theu- cooperatxon instead of think-
ing in terms of crushing the labour, of
’brmgmg in Army to substltute for
1abour., This kind &f aftitude is the
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biggest bottleneck in maintaining good
management—labour relations. As

212

“long as this attitude prevails, you can-

not expect the labour-management
relations to improve. Whenever there
is trouble,—whether it is guards’ agi-
tation or anything—you say ‘We will
not tolerate it; we will crush it; we
will supress the agitation; we will
bring the Army and RPF etc.’ This is
not going to help you. How many
people in the Ralways will be substi-
tuted by army personnel? This kind
of attitude, of bringing in Army, even
in regard to civil matters, is a most
dangerous thing. That will encourage
the Army to think that you are not
able to rule the country and that they
will be required to do it. Therefore, I
would beg of you to take the working
class into confidence and instil in them
a scnse of belonging. If you do that,
they will make a miracle and they
will be prepared to make any sacrifice.

MR. SPEAKER: You kindly ask
Your question.
SHRI VASANT SATHE: [ am just

asking the question.”” There are two
things. What steps are you going to
take to create a feeling of belonging
among the working class, and to take
them into confidence so that they will
be able to do their work diligently,
loyally and patriotically? This will
ensure smooth movement, as_weli as
loading and unloading of coal. What
steps are being taken in this direc-
tion? This is one question. Second-

Iy....

MR. SPEAKER: May I tell you that
the rules allow only one question. You
say that it is the second part of your
questxon '

"SHRI VASANT SATHE Yes. Part
(b) of my question.. When are you
going to create a situation, wherein,
the -industries - and the power houses
will have at least 15. days, if not one

month’s.. .coal stock available? When
will you create that situation? .
SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: "It is kmd

of the hon. Mémber® to pay a liftte
compliment to me which perhaps I
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do nbt Geserve. Bt I want {0 make
the position guite clear, Wrss of all,
no information is supplied to me
wiich in %ot 'correet. Them, to distin-
guish between the bureausracy or the
suipplies the informa-
the Minister is not, if I may
relevant because they are all
same governmental
The moment I fing that I am
not able to come in tume with the fanc-
the administration or the
system, 1 heve no place here sand I do
not want to sit here, Nor do I enterr
the slightest apprehension
that the services give either wrong or
misleading information.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: If they
are not in fune with the present think-
ing, it is you who will go out and not
they; that is very clear.

SHR] K. D. MALAVIYA. Then I
will come and sit near him, which will
be a great inspiration to him as well as
to me.

MR. SPEAKER: Rather invite him
to your place,

SHR! K. D. MALAVIYA:
not my job,

So far as Harduaganj II power-
station is concerned, on ithe 13th
March it had half a day’s cohsumption
of coal as stock and three rakes of
coal were in the pipeline; they were
fastly on the move to Harduaghnj. So
that, on the next day, the power house
could not have closed on account of
shortage of coal. 1 have read the
news in some pewspaper that the
Herduaganj power house was closed.
1 confirmed it. I And that it is not oo

That is
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flooding of some part of fhe power
bouse with 'water.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Iostead of
Mmz& power it becomes hydal

SHRI K. D, MALAVIYA: So long
a8 you say that I am not guilty and [
have not made any wrong stitement,
1 will be satisfied.

With regard to the stock position of
coal at power gtations, we have seen
to it that they can be made to run,
and that they will not be sllowed to
be clgsed down, on account of shortoge
of coal. Harduaganj A power station
has got two days' reserve of stock and
one rake is on the move. About Har-
duagarn), B, I have already stated that
it bad halt a day's stock. Kanpur
(Riverside) had one day’s stock on the
13th and more wagons are moving:
one rake hag already moved. Then,
Lucknow had stock for 13 days
Alahabad 20 days, Agra 8 days and
Delhi (Indraprastha) 9 days and Raj-
ghat 4 days stock. So that, I do not
see any imminent danger of any power
house being closed down on account
of shortage of coal.

But, basically, it is a fact. which I
made, that the situation on the labour
front is not satistactory. [ want to
state here that it 8 farthest from my
mind, and that of the Government to
which I belong, that there should be
any strained relation between us an?
workers. It ig my intention tn ge=
that the best of relations are Aevelup-
ed between the labour and ourselves.
1 am not here to give any certificate
to any group of workers, or not to give
any certificate to any other grouv of
workers. If any group has made any
mistakes, it will be my duty to go to
them, to sit with them, talk with them
and tell them that without their co-
operation produetion cannot go on., If
we want to fncrease productioln, it
will be the duty of the Government,
e fur ag it lies In oyr power, to see
that their Yiving conditions are improv-
ed pnd that they do not have any
prodlem,
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But when I have said all that, I have
also to mention, as I mentioned in my
statement, that tensions have mount-
ed, and for that the Railwav Minister
is not to blame. I pay my compli-
ments to the Railway Minister for
dcing what all he did with all the limi-
tations. These days we are sitting to-
gether almost constantly to consider
io improve the situation. As 5 result
cf these consultations, we have im-
rroved the situation. It is our effort
‘1o satisfy the labour unions, the labour
groups and labour leaders sitting here
and outside the House and to see that,
whatever might happen, the satisfac-
4icn prevails.

not in theory. Even foday,
hundreds of “workers are coming to
Lelhi. I am meeting them. I hcope,
scme sort of a settlement will be
reached between us and the workers
who are engaged today in the produc-
ticn of steel in our steel Mills. 1
Teceived notices from them and we
had a good rapport with them There-
fcre, T do not see any difficult situation
that could not be solved persistent
efforts from both the sides, not only
frcm the Government side but alsc
from the other side. I seck the ccopera-
ticn of all the labour Ileaders ip this
Hcuse to find out ways and means
which will contribute to an increase
in production.

It is a fact that if electricity is not
supplied to industrial units, the indus-
‘tries will not come up. With ihat
-consciousness, each one of us has to
do his bit solely with the purvose to
see that production increases. So far
as the Government is concerned, obvi-
vicusly, it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to see that this policy is imple-
mented, that labour is satisfied as far
it lies in our power and that produc-
‘ticn also increases.

It is

SHRI P. M. MEHTA (Bhavnagar):
“This chronic and acute shortage of
<cal is the direct consequence of the
‘gross mismanagement of the nationa-
lised coal mines and the Railway ad-
‘ministration. But the hon. Minister
.eonveniently passed over the tlame to
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the Railways for the shortage of coal
and the situation arising therefrom.

I woul like to know from the hon.
Minister whether he is aware cf the
statement made by the Ralway Minis-
ter and the spokesman of the Railways
that there is no shortage of wagons,
that there is no coal at the pit-heads
of the coal mines and therefore, this
situation has arisen. I would request
you Sir, kindly to pull them up so that
they do not mislead the House. They
should stop the game of passing over
the blame on each other.

The coal shortage has hard hit the
industries of Gujarat. Is he aware that
nearly 5000 textile workers were laid
off recently because of shortage of
coal? I may mention that in my own
home town, the Mahalakshmi Mills
laid off 1500 ‘workers for a week, The
working class, the workers, lose the
wages and the consumers and the
nation lose production. This Ministry
and the Ministry of Railways are
responsible for it. It has not only hit
the textle industry but it has also hit
the cement industry, the small-scale
engineering units, the brick manu-
facturing industry, etc. The cumula-
tive effect is that the whole working
class is hard hit by the shortage of
coal. The nation is the sufferer be-
cause the nation losses the production.

He has tried to blame the employees
of the Railways in his statement. I
would like to ask him: Is he aware
of the fact as to for what the agitation
was launched? There was an acute
shortage of foodgrains. The workers,
the employees of the Railways and the
local people were not given adeguate
ration and, therefore, for adequate
supply of ration, they launched the

agitation. The Minister shamelessly
blamed the employees for the agi-
tation. ...

MR. SPEAKER: He should not
use such language—be moderate.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: He has con-
veniently kept quiet on the coal mines’
employees problems., Is he not aware
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of the fact that there is a great unrest
prevailing amongst the coal mine
wcorkers?  Nothing has been done so
far. This is one of the reasons why
the production is not increasing as it
should be.

Now, I would like to ask one ques-
ticn. I would not comment much be-
cause the whole country knows that
this coal shortage has not only affected
the industrial economy but has affect-
ed adversely the general economy in
the country as a whole. That is the
major factor for prices going upwards
every day, I would like to ask him
whether it is a fact that Government
has entered into an agreement with
Bangladesh to supply 4,47,000 tonnes
of coal during the year 1974. How
much coal was exported to Bangladesh
during the year 1973? What measures
have been taken to supply adequate
focdgrains to the employees of the
Railways so that they can work peace-
fully? What would be the policy of
the Ministry of Stee]l and Mines for the
export of coal, taking into considera-
tion the acute crisis of oil prevailing
in the country?

SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: He has
put many questions. I will take up
only some, relevant questions before
me.

Production of coal, I reiterate, has
“Heen stepped up....

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I seek your
protection, Sir. He has said that some

questions are not relevant. How can
he decide?
SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: I thought

I was not a shameless man. He had
used some adjective. I am also en-
titled to use some adjectives.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mehta, I very
much expressed my surprise when it
came from your mouth. I never ima-
gineq that you could use such an
-expression.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: It was not
my intention to hurt the feelings of
the hon. Minister.
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SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: I will try
to answer all the questions that I can
possibly find here.

The first point is this. Since the
take-over of the coal mines, the effi-
ciency in the working of the coal
mines has increased with the coopera-
tion of the workers. I have never
denounced the contribution that the
workers have made, and I take this
opportunity of submitting to the House
that but for the cooperation from the
workers there would have been no
registration of increase in coal pro-
duction. It will be our persistent
effort to see that the conditions of
workers are improved. Therefore, I
think that this insinuation is uncalled
for. The efficiency is increasing. Our
rate of increase in production of coal
per annum is about two million tonnes.
We are now striving our best to see
that our Five-Year Plan target is in-
creased - above 135 million tonnes.
Next year we are trying to take up
about 5 million tonnes more.

So far as Guiarat crisis is concern-
ed, it is a fact that many of the mills,
both textiie and cement, were affected
badly for three or four or, pechaps, five
days—I do not recollect. There was a
scare raised, on account of scarcity
of food, in the passage of coal from
the coalmines to the Ahmedabad area
—somewhere near Saldol. That dis-
rupted the normal functioning of the
railways for a few days. As you know,
the supply position was already criti-
cal and we were trying to satisfy the
needs from day to day. This fact was
unfortunately known to certain ele
ments who were not quite sympathetic
to the entire production pattern of the
country, who were not very sympathe-
tic to the fact that the coal production
should really increase and that the
mills in Ahmedabad should normally
function, Some anti-social elements
were certainly involved in it which at
that point of time succeeded in dis-
rupting the entire system for which
the labour is not to be blamed. The
labour does not come intg it. There
was a scare that they were not going
to get food, but all that disappeared
within two or three days and for that,
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the credit does go to the Railways
Officials and the Railway Ministry
and rot to us, We have nothing to do
with it. They had managed to control
the situation.

I do not think there is any other
point. I have already said that so far
as the supply of food to the employees
are concerned, I do admit that an im-
provement is needed in the situation.
My own experience of my visit to
certain coal-mineg reveals to me that
the supply of food to the worker is not
as good as it ought to be. And, so
we are taking steps in co-operation
with the State Governments because
they are the primary agencies who
have to help us. We canot take the
initiative ourselves. Therefore, I am
visiting Bihar and some other States
to see that the supply of essential
commodities to the labour improves
substantially so that they may not
have any complaints on that account.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: The hon.
Miniser has not replied to my question
whether the Government has entered
inte any agreement with Bangla Desh
to supply. 442000 tonnes of coal
during the year 1974 and how much
ccal was exported to Bangla Desh
during the year 1973 and whether that
much surplus is available with our
collieries.

SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: I do not
have this information at preesnt but
my colleague informs me that we are
commitied to supply the coal—about
55,100 tonnes per month and there is
nothing wrong about it. If our friend-
1y neighbours need some coa]l and if
we are in a position to supply, why
shotls we not supply? But the total
figure mentioned by the hon. Member
is pot correct. I will check up and
find out. But. our present supplies
are ahout 50,000 tonnes which we have
every intention tp continue to supply
and which is possible for us to suply.
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE; He has
not answered my last question. The
workers should get full wages. They
should not suffer becsuse this situa-
tion {8 not one of their creation, They
are not on strike. They have been

suffering for nothing for the last one
year.
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“Mr I, B, Tewar:;, Chairman of
the UP State city Board, told
the Herald that coupled with the
suspension of §2 mw gaperation by
Panki power bouse, Kanpur, the
tota] shortfall of 242 mw works out
to more than one-third of the daily
therma)l power generation”.
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (D:amond
Harbour) You should ask the Govern-
ment fo tell us what has happened.
We want a statement based on facls..
(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI X RAGHU
RAMAIAH) I shall comnvey il fo the
Minister.

SHRI § M BANERJEE (Kanpur)
He should make a stateméent this after-
moon Tomorrow and the day after
are holidays.

MR SPEAKER You will have to be
content, it will be conveyed to him.

SHMT SAMAR GUHA (Contm): A-
part from the merits, we have a right
to know what things are going on. T8
is now 93 days old, the sirike
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