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Rl SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA
Ym,l never applied that agamst those
who have been found gutHy ol econo-
mic offenices

Ehgrefors, I would submit that 1f the
Gouexmment wanis to do that that is
4 they wmant o stzengthen this by a
conshitubional amendment, we would
sappory that But, we cannot support
this hacauge {hys memsure 13 bound to
be used Aganst the main political
epponents This 13 only meant for
tham This 18 not meant against the
smuggler This 1s meant only against
your palitical opponments They have
became 50 1nsensitive to public opinion
that they have not even made any
safeguard against the honest and wnno-
eent persens Is there any safeguard
far this? As has been pointed out by
the hon NMember, Shrnn Mavalankar
queting from the editorial of the
Hwpduy, 1f any person—uf Shr1 Vajpayee
or Shr1 Shyamnandan Mishra—is dub-
bed ag a smuggler, if I go cut of the
House, what mught happen I know We
have brought to Light so many In-
slance, pf corruption That 1s on the
basis of their own documents This
Gove.nment could not act on 1t That
1s why tys confrontation And there
Igre we suspect that they are going
to yse this measure against us and
nobody else

PROF NARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR (Hamirpur) &ir, it 18 very un-
fortunate that a very important
measuceé hke the one that 1s being
brought before the House should have
been gven a politieal colouring by the
friends apposmite

Siy pn the one hand complain
that @il jhese 27 yeﬂa‘:-s s;lth:ayuhns has
8ARe on and, an the ot4er hand their
cqmplanl 15 that they themselyps are
£03g lo be prrested pnder MISA This
s & yer; funny mtpation in which they
#re pnd they are nat wady even tfo
unalement thla Order which was passed

#7th September, 1974

m mmu The hon Member
will continue tomerrow

——
*
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17 29 hrs,
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

SHIFTING OF RAINAGIRG PROZECY FROW
MAHARALBHTRA T0 GUSARAT |

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE (Raj«-
pur) Mr Chairmdan 8u, in the coursg
of the last one year and wore, I trjed
to seek a categorical assurance trom
the Government regarding the public
sector aluminium project at Ratnagin
in Maharashira 1 may diaw the =t-
tention of the House to the faet that
on November 15 1973 on March ¥,
1974 on April 18 1974 on August 22,
1974 on November 14 1974 and on
Movember 20 1974 I asked Starred ae
well 45 Unst rred questions The peo-
ple In Maharashtra could 16t be put-
to any uncertainty about the alumamum
projeci that 18 about to be set up in
Ratnagin which 1is an econooucally
backward region of Maharashira

At the verv outset I would like to
seek 1nfo mation from our Minister re-
garding certun factual data that 1s
connecte | with the progress of the
work of the alumimum project The
estimated cost of this project is
Rs 788 crores This 1 the aforma-
tion that I have sought through ons of
the unstarred auestions

Though the net eshmated cost is
Rs 788 crores Government hag samc-
twoned Rs 50 crores for the peried of
the Fifth Plan and they had assuzed
us earlier that with this expendifure
being ncuired on the project by the
beginning of the Sixth Mive ¥ear Plan
the work on the Aluminium project,
public sector project at Ratnagisl n
Mrharashtra will be completed But
Sir n sgite of this amount which has
Leen sanctipned the actual amount
which has been made available for
1974-75 13 only Rs one crore ¥or the
entire Fifth Plan the amount sanc-
tioned is Rs 50 crores PFor 197475
thus 18 only Rs one crore By mathe-
matigal calculations, I do not %now
whether 1t would take 50 years for the
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Government to complete this public
sactor project at Rainagiri in Maha-
rashtra. So, I would like to know, out
of this Rs. one crore....

Ll

SHRI CHAPALENDU _BHATTA-
CHARYYIA (Giridih): This is geo-
metrical proportion.

OF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
wopulltd be very happy if they progress
by geometrlcal proportions. But, they
are actually moving in the opposite
direction by geometrical retardation.

{ would hke to know what would
be the amount that would be made
available for the implementation of the
project and we would like to have an
assurance as to what will be the tune
pound nature of the public sector pro-
ject in this packward region of Kon-
kan. I would 'like to have categorical
assurances on some other points as

well, .

thinking in the Plan-
n.i:r 'Omsc::;; has been that aiter
they have sanctioned certain projects
and cleared certain projects, if due to
varioug economic constraints, the eost
of varioug projects go up they n_ﬂght.
be required to drop certain projects.
News items have appeared 1n this
particular manner on & number of oc-
casions. Therefore, the people in the
Konkan region of Maharashtra would
like to know that though at present
the estimated cost of the m_'o;ect is
Rs. 78.8 crores, it due to rise in prices
of raw materials and other commo!:li—
ties and other expenditure to be in-
curred, the cost of the project goes up
beyond the estimated cost of Rs. 78.8
crores, will the Planning Comm.isli?n
give an assurance that under no cir-
cumstances they will give up the pro-
ject on the ground that the cost of the

project is going up.
@ir, then, there is an important as-

pect which has developed quite re-
cently. This is after the agreement
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which has been arrived at by the
Governfient 'of India with the Govern-
ment of Iran. Government of Iran
has entered into an agreement with the
Indian Government and we have as-
sured them that we will be prepared
to give them, we will be prepared to
export from India 300,000 tonnes of
Alumina, that is, three lakh tonnes of
alumina will be exported from India
to Iran. They have also assured us
that they will give us the finance that
is needed for the construction work
on the Aluminium project and that
will be available to us in hard cur-
rency. This is the agreement which
has been arrived at. I would like to
know specifically from the Minister
how is it that the new proposal has
come up? We would welcome this aid
that 1s being offered by Iran. But,
already one project in the backward
area of Maharashtra 1s under imple-
mentation. Already, certain amount
has been sanctioned and we are re-
peatedly told hy the Government—I
have been informed only yesterday by
our Mimister who is going to reply to
this debate—that at the moment there
are difficulties and they will have to
find out as to how the funds can be
arranged. So, with these difficulties
mounting up and with already one pro-
ject under implemeniation, whenever
foreign aid 15 made available and
whenever foreign assisiance is made
available, why is it that that assist-
ance is not being diverted to this
scheme which has already been launch-
ed? Already, land has been acquired.
Already, necessary arrangements for
bringing bauxite from various regions
in Kolhapur have been made. Already,
arrangements for building up of cer-
tain roads have been made, Already,
necessary arrangements for power
supply have been made. When all the
necessary infrastructure is being built
up, why is it that the foreign aid that
iz being offered is not diverted first
for completing the project in Ratna-
giri? Sir, I have full respect for my
sister State of Gujarat. I do not want
merely the development of Maha-
rashtra, If Maharashtra is developed
and the rest of the country is Irulned.
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then Maharashtra cannot survive like
an oasis in a desert, I want the de-
velopment of Gujarat also, But, when
foreign assistance iz made available,
you must have certain priorities. When
one project is already on a way, it is
better that that aid which is going
to be made available by Iran is made
available at first for setting up of the
project at Ratnagiri in Maharashtra.

Reports have appeared in the Press
that Soviet Russia is also prepared to
glve some assistance for alumina plant
in India. It has neither been confirm-
ed nor denied. Even if that assistance
1s available I suggest that priority
should be given to the completion of
Ratnagiri project. I have full sympa-
thy as for the people of Gujarat. I
wonder why at this particular moment
they are trying to divert aid coming
from Iran to Gujarat. In the agree-
ment nowhere is it stated by the
Iranian Government that they are
interested in getting alumina from
India from a project in Gujarat, Thev
ere only concerned with 300 thousand
tonnes of alumina. It comes to our
mind that probably because the ag-
sembly elections are coming up in
Gujarat they want to show some de-
velopmental activities.

When in some constituencies de-
velopmental activities were undertaken
only on the eve of the elections, the
question whether it constitufed a cor-
rupt practices went to the Orissa High
Court which in its judgement said;

“Large scale developmental activi-
ties undertaken on the eve of elec-
tions may not constitute a corrupt
bractices according to fiie existing
election law, But they do constitute
an e_vil practice and there is only
a thin line of demarcation between
corrupt ang evil practices.”

molﬁdo not want to attribute any

m Ves and 1 would be happy if the
otivation behind the setting of this

Plant in Gujarat fs not political.
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I shall pass on some figures to the
hon. Minister and those have been
collected by the experts. The ques-
tion is: What is the advantage if the
project is set up in Ratnagirl in pre-
ference to Gujarat. If the bauxite de-
posits are to be brought from Dangur-
wadi and Udgiri which are the iwa
adjoimung, areas in Kholapur, the trans-
port expenditure is likely to be Rs. 17
per tonne. Omn the other hand if you
try to have similar project at Kandla
1n Gujarat for which bauxite will have
to be taken from Kuch the transpert
expenditure wil] be Rs. 62 per tonne.
Therefore if you have this project at
Ratnagiri you will be saving Rs. 45
per tonne and if you take the entire
300 thousand tonnes the total amount
that will be saved, will be to the tune
of Rs. 378 lakhs.

In addition to that, for manufactur-
ing aluminium or alumina you require
caustic soda. If you have a project in
Gujaral. you will have to bring in
caustic soda from Bombay. But if you
have 1t at Ratnagiri, you can meet
the caustic soda reouirement from a
project in Ratnagiri itself; the Konkan
Developmeni Corporation has a caustic
soda plant in Ratnagiri. That also will
be a profitable proposition.

There 15 an expert opinion. The
Technical Adviser of BALCO through
his letler dafed 20th January 1070
addressed to NIDC while offering de-
tajled feasibility report for 200,000
tonnes ner annum export oriented
Gujarat Alumina Plant, has recom-
mended that priority should be given
to the 3,50,000 tonne alumina plant at
Ratnagiri.

In conclusion, I plead with the Gov-
ernment to divert the Iran and Soviet
assistance at this stage to Maharashtra
to complete the Ratnagirl project and
then you can take up the Gujarat
project. I would Hke to have an as-
surance on three or four points. Though
the amount sanctioned in the fifth plan
is Rs. 50 crores, what will be the actual
amount that will be made available
immediately? What ts the time-limit
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before which the plant will be com-
pleted® Will the foreign assistance
available be diverled at tl;:s stalfe to
the 1r1 project” Lastly will you
not at:l?:‘nnie of the fact that the
building of the aluminium project in
Ratnaggirt which 15 a backward distriet
of Konkan 1s an infrastructure demand
for developing the backward area of
Konkan’ When the people of Maha-
raghtra Kerala Mysore and Goa have
been ¢emanding the West Coast Rail-
way when the feasibhility report was
submutied to the Railway Ministry we
said that if in Rainagiri we are able
to have an alumimum plant and a
caustic soda plant we would be able
to offer goods traffic to the railway
and in addilion to that i1t will help in
building all weather ports and that
will ultimately build up the infrastruc-
ture for the development of Konkan
region If this oroiect collapses the
West Coest Railway will go to dogs
All-weather port will not be developed
As a result the hackward region of
Konkan will not develoo I will con
clude by demanding o specific a-sur
ange. Please tell us defimitelv before
which date this project will be com-
pleted

SHRI P G MAVALAVEAR
(Ahmedabad) On a pont of order
Sir The half-an-hour discussion 1«
basad on the Unstariel Ouestion 373
on l4th November The queston 1ed
was

(a) Whether the Bhaiat Alumin
tum Corvoration has decided to shift
the Ratnegiri proje{ from M4ha
rashtra to Gujarat

, () and if s0 the reisons for shift
mg the project ' ete

The answer given was

{a) No Sir it 1s not shifted from
Ratnegur to Gujarat

(¢) Does not arise™

Slifting of DECEMBER 4 rove
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My point of trdé~ is thwt on the
wagis of this shswér there doald be
no half sm hour disetseion OFf course
he has bebn speaking with regard to
solme otlier Iiter agretments hrrived
at betwebn thé Government of Iran
and the Governiment of Tndia invetv-
ing ahother profect I want bo know
whether thst particulér Agreément
means that this almiinhmn preject in
Ratnagin 1s being shifted to Gujarat
I am not raiging any question im-
plication or doubt I am fust trymg
to understand the discussion This haH
an hour discussion arises out of the
Jnswer given on the 14th Novemiher
The answer says “No Sir’ and * Does
not arise Then how does this dis
cussion arise® This 15 my dfficulty I
am not 4t all worrled about the ments
of the matter

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE Sir
i1f you go through the conventions that
are observed n this House even
though only one particular aspect 18
touced m the cuestion when the sup-
plementaries come uvp verv often all
the mroblems related to the project
1lso come uo If 1s true that he has
Riven an assurence that there would
not be any shifting ot the project But
there 15 a fear in the munds of the
people of Maharashtra (In «rrup-
tiong) which 1= expressed vocally I
have a letter sant to me vesterday by
the Minfster wherein “e says that
prébebly hunds are not availahle Now
if funds ore rot inthgenously avafl-
able here in Inflia 1f funds are avail-
able frorm outside and fhote funds are
Roing to be diverted to Guiarat then
bv default this n-ovect will collapse
Theréfore in eftect it will mean that
this proiéct will lapse and some ofher
nrofet will come un through the
bodkdbor That 1s how I am inter-
preting

MR CHAIRMAN Rule 55, which
dea's with half an hour discussion,
~ays

"The Svenbsar shall nllot haif en
hour for raking discussiom on =



329 Shefting of
R¥théthr: Progect (HAH)

matter of suffiient public mper-
tance which has been the enbject of
& recent guestion™

—1f need not be lhimifed to the ambit
of the guestion—

“oral or wmitten and the answer
to which needs elucidation on a
maiter of fact"

The Speaker in his discrelion has per-
mitted the Half an Hour Discussion
and 1t wudl be wrong to raise a point
of order why the Speaker allowed the
half an hour discussion which 1n fact
was what he was trying to say

SHRI P G MAVALANKAR I never
suggesied that I only ask how this
half am hour discussion aiises out of
this quesfion

MR CHAIRMAN Therefoiec there
15 no point of order

off v wveft: (7))
aamfroft, & srerd g oy wrfafc
¥ meafafeay 57 Nidee 7w TR 2
S5 AT WFd @R | TR ¥ faerey
® wife fawwvsitgenfafan & wars
® a7 W A gz REGR wOR
w1 M Erie § w8 gwy er
st fadr 1 ww qes it X & o
STHAT WIRAT g f gy W wemrhl
S F W A Peww
W aw %y ol geofir swst st
™t watmy W swnE
AT wTE P wh @I ey
RASRIE R ot awt foradft &

) ﬂ:l'( “TH'E!TH&;&"&&: qargwﬁ
AT Rt R wm o @ T
TR K Ay giaw ¢ g
O W s g e ?

Sl Ay %% g st g
W oy ek il
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& AT ¥ frdr  waw
5T W ww e qwow §
wrf  uwfafiy sTRwe wow
™ FETT ¥ g feronier @7
T § O smarsrg ey § WR
gy & foafes & g & v gfaw
deor frar & wrwdr ?

Wty fooy . awwfe wEwy,
off vy oft & qw fawa & ol qgepell
# agd faeae @ o gd ¥ g
A ET § 1 Wawas
gufog graw )

st dto ofto wreiwe:  wwfo
T T 1 Toraw W wgrog Al
N owra g1 A@ (At 8
E l... (=&a=) ...

mnfr A W SR s
gafoa @@ Ty

oft oy fonly % sz wgarp -
T 9% 9T IafEd g 4 wEw
+& & Wl w@ s AT @ P ol
1T F FALF AT T 4T FUTC T
ram g 1 WA awmoo R
sgdum samy @ wWwg fe
wgasg ¥ sat w2 fr agresg #
T WY W€ W 9w
L qﬂiﬁ & g &'a fv o
o

o g ot ¥ (fasar
T ) THOA Wi qgrag T
wEr R W svad e
« T fifie

SHRI CHAPALENDU BHAITA-
CHARYYIA Bihar 15 the best place
There dre large bauxite deposits ™
Bihar
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wgrasg AT Hgmraifar

sty ol : waaw AR e
woA difwe

W ag e whhgar wr @
wiify farg st agtd Xmw @ g
fe vt o €Y afemrsawm wasg
g 3w & wi safer  wre fafe
gaiwr e § W W e Aifg
wf awd 1 IO MWW ¥
# qg¥ feawr gawt ar g A foer-
myw fagr oA faas vandT s 1w
i aT® &7 ar Fdtar s
et wger & gonr SEar g frowar
Toren WX REIRG &Y AEHFL £9 oft
7 FA ff gET A dw ¢ arEe
AR FmT 7 o F@w @
wur § O TR QAT Agew
faare #X foofems dwd, gwma
TN, §Eqw wawwd § oY aeEAT
TRTME Fwmy wThRvEr four & @
oW 1 QU fvar W@ M7 gEEwe
o gRe  FIE@WT AT & a7 "
Twqa # aATY, WS W @
SRT &

weawr ot o St (ot werofi
qaw ) : 3Erar o7 @ &)

st oy foerd : wff vy T} €
A N wixe fag §—78 FqT
a7 e § WR ew dfaqwm s
g ¥ O 30T TG FT q0SEN W@
g1 ww Ay fy giwdt gy adly
T ® 50 ¥OT WA AW w4,
& s ¥y o ow a0y g e
gwr & sure ¥ 50 w0 T wiw
w9 ! wwgswiae s ?
(o) ... wnaE 3 @
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W At wrama g, Tt oy
T § Nwwiwr P osfrzvesdoft
AN ISET ¥ IS AT W e
te afer «ft aver & 1w ww
) sfqq  ofifeg fe 78 =0z
Weee  qw g wily Ao ¥
oY 50 FOT @ s A § WK
W aAwm qgY a4 A dayw gw wQw
T QY wagyagarn ? w
#tagefier o wror @ g a1 o Prawr
& gwr g gg WAl Wy m §
W T WIS & W8 S W
T3] e EL & |

SHRI DHAMANKAR (Bhiwandi):
Before posing any gquestion, I would
like to place before you the back-
ground...,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not
do that. Only ask your questions,

SHRI DHAMANKAR: 1 would
not take much time. Giving a little
of the background is necessary
because it is a very backward area,
a hilly tract and its entire economy
15 not horticultural of agricultural,
but it is a money-order cconomy as
the young men and women of Konkan
working in different fields in Bombay
cend money orders to their families
awd that is how they survive, When
high hopes were raised of having a
public gector aluminium praject there,
the people of Konkan felt very happy
that they would now get employment
in their own land and also the econo-
mic development of Konkan will be
speeded up. But since the last one
year or so, so many questions, starred
and unstarred. were asked and reples
were given, Still there is a feeling in
the minds of the Konkan people that
this aluminium project may be
shelved.

I might point out for your informa-
tion that an Action Committee of the
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Konkan people has been formed in
Bombay, They have made a re-
pregentation to the Prime Minister
requesting her {o not to shelve this
project and not to delay this project.
Otherwise, there will be an agitation
in Konkan and there will be agitation
in Bombay. They have openly accus-
ed the administrative officers, the
bureaucrats and the technocrats of
this BALCO that they want to shelve
this project and take it somewhere-
else.

Rs, 1 crore has been sanctioned. I
would like to know how much of it
has been spent there. The officers do
not stay there. Sometime ago Nagpur
was chosen as their resideniial office
but the office is still in Delhi while
the project is in the far-flung Ratna-
giri, a hilly tract and backward area.
So, there iz a feeling that this pro-
ject will be shelved and that ulti-
mately it may not come up. If this
project comes up, other infrastructure
facilities may come up and the hopes
of the Konkan people will be realised.

Under the circumstances, I will
pose some questions to the hon.
Minister.

Would the Government seriously
consider rephasing the commissioning
of the project in a manner that it wili
yield positive benefits in the economy
in the Fifth Five Year Plan itself to
the Konkan area?

Is it a fact that the Public Investi-
ments Board has recommended that
the entire expenditure of Rs. 788
crores proposed for this project should
be provided in the Fifth Plan itself?

Thirdly, is it a fact that the Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra has made
available all facilities like land,
water, electricity, coal, etc. and
whether the Government of Maha-
Tastra had requested the Central
Government that they would like to
have the foundation-stone laid for
the project on the 14th November,
Jawaharlal Nehru's birth anniversary?
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Finally, T would reguest the hon.
Minister to see that the fears in the
minds of the people of this backward
area are removed and their hope of
getting this project realised.

SHRI GIRIDHAR GOMANGO
(Koraput): Now it is clear that
there is no doubt about this alumi-
nium project comfnig up in Ratnagiri.
But I would like to put two or three
questions regarding the project,

18.00 hrs,

Now, one hon, Member has asked
this, what not gtart an aluminium
factory in Gujarat, Bihar, Bengel,
like that. This is dependent wupon
the raw material availability in the
area, bauxite etc. There are a
number of Stales where bauxite is
available. Instead of asking this to be
started in every State, Government
should start industries where this
bauxite is available and that will be
the most corect step in this direction.
That is the main question which 1
would put before the Government.
There are a number of projects in
India and due to such projects
number of persons have been
displaced and so on, Will the Gov-
ernment view it as a social problem
and deal with it accordingly and will
they start programmes by which these
displaced persons will be properly
rehabilitated, I would like to know.
There is another point which I would
like to ask. There is report that due
to various projects, roads ete, the
available irrigated land is decreasing
and production of foodgrains is
decreasing. Our cultivable land
becomes less and less, Is the Govern-
ment propossing to give the facilities
to these people, giving land for cul-
tivation to the people who will be
replaced in the area when the
aluminium project comes up, will they
gee that the people replaced from
the area by such projects are properly
rehabilitated? 'These are my ques-
tions, Sir.
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THE MINISTER OF STEEL
AND MINES (SHRI CHANDRAJIT
YADAV): Mr, Chairman, Sir, I am
glad that this question has been
raised today. Many hon, Members
of this House have been earlier also
raiging questions regarding the posi-
tien of this Ratnagiri Aluminium
Plant. As the bon. Member has
migde it wery clear in one of the
recent unstarred guesfion it was made
categorically clear that there is no
question of Ratnagiri plant being
shifted to Gujarat or any other place.
I thought this answer would satisfy
those who are unnecessarily agitated
over certain baseless news. Mr.
-Dandavate has said in his explanatory
nete that in view of the recent deci-
sion of Government fo get up alumin-
ium projeet at Gujarat with the assis-
tance of Iran there is the widespread
feeling in Maharashira that the Alu-
minium project in backward Ratnagir!
of Maharashtra would be given up. He
said there has been widespread dis-
eontent among people on this issue
and people felt that under pretext
that the cost of the aluminium at
Ratnagiri 1s hkely to increase, the
project might be given up And
thirdly he said about mi.deeds of
the officials of Bharat Aluminium
cornpany which has {0 set up the pro-
ject at Ratnagiri which has to set up
the project has created suspicion in
the minds of the people. I wmake it
clear that there is no question of
shifting Ratnagiri plant,

This plant has been envisaged
taking into account our ndigenous
needs and requirements and provision
had heen made in the Fifth Five-year
Plan.

An amount of Rs. 50 crores has
been provided for this in the Fifth
Five year plan. Already we have
speni about Rs. 150 crores. This
agheme was sanctioned during last
April.

" Therefore, there should be no
agitation in your mind, Gavernment
approved the Ratnagiri project in
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April, 1874 at an estimated cast of
Rs. 7628 crores. We have already
spent Rs 150 crores. Rs. 73 lakhs
have been given to the cansultants
and Rs. 20 jakhs have heen paid as
compensation for the land agquired.
We have aoguired 214 acres of Jand.
We have glso set-up a site qoffice at
Ratnagiri. We hawe one chief
engineer at Bombay. We have an
office at DalM. So, all aspacis of this
plant were taken care of,

I would like to make it very clear
that the Members should not give
thiz impression as, unfortunately,
there is seme confusion in one geetion
of the people in Mahavashtra there
should not be another suspicion
created in Gujarat that Gujarat plant
18 to be shifted to Ratnpgiri. Tn a
country hke ours there are require-
ments of people and we have to set-
up at the same tume diufferent plants
m different parts of the countiy.
Hatnagiri plant should not be con-
fused with Gujarat plant. Ratnagiri
plant 18 meant for our indigenous
cosumption It s a part of our Fifth
Five Year Plan. Monuy has been
allocated and we have alloted Rs, 1
rrore It 15 a fact that we have heen
able to spend Rs 1 crore It is not
necessary lhat we divade the money
equally each year. Suppose this plant
has to be completed in flve years the
entire money will not be divided
cqually for five yeaws. In rhe first
year for any plant the money needed
15 for consultancy work, levelling of
the site and for opening of site office,
etc, S0, a munor amount is reguired
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These are two diferent planis

Neither we are going teo shift Ratna
giri plant to Gujarat ner are ¢
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going to give up Gujarat plant for
Ratnagiri,

As the House is aware, the question
15 that our country is facing great
financial restraint. Because of this
financial restraint we have not been
able to complete according to schedule
many of the schemes which have been
made but we are trying our best,
Partlicularly, those areas which are
backward and those items which are
priority-issue items we are giving
them first consideration.

Some hon. Member had said that
BALCO is ercating diffirulties and
suspivion, 1 would like to say for
vour information that BALCO ‘s very
keen  Their difficulty is until and
unless they are assured of the entire
money which they have to spend
hecause we have already got Rs, 1
vote and if we spend it today it will
he consumed for only levelling of land
amd do not gel the moncy for the
sccond and the third ycar this whole
monev will Be washed away.

We will have to spend again for
this purpose. Only to-day I had a
discussion with our Finance Minister
about this plant and he has also
assured me that we shall take up this
1sue with the Planning Commission
and shall see how we are able to
find resources for this plant. The
question is that it will be delayed,

For your information I would like
to say that this plant as envisaged
originally ig likely to be of the order
of Rs. 76 and odd crores. The re-
Vised estimate for this is Rs. 100
‘roves. That is our difficulty. The
Prices are rising: difficulties are there.
We are also interested very much

~ that we should complete this plant
- 2 quickly as possible, Therefora, I
. Would like to assure the Members
that we are committed to this plant.
. We are not going to give this up. We
shall try our best to find out resources
and we shall phase out in a manner
%0 that we complete this plant in five
Years. I am mnot saying that by the
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end of the fifth year we shall be able
to complete . Please understand
me. 1 would not like to make any
commitment on the floor of the House
which will prove later on to be not
a correct thing We are irying our
best; we are interested ‘o complete
this as quickly as possible. We shajl
find rosources quickly and ser that
the work is started so that the people
of Ratnagiri should not be dis-
appointed.

SHRI K. 8§ CHAVDA (Patan): 1
would like to know whether the
Gujarat plant will be completed
within five vears

SHIR1 CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 5So
far "as Guyurat plant is concerned, it
1%, 1eally speaking, an export-oriented
plani. It 15 not an aluminium plant.
Ratnagin Dlant 15 an aluminium
plant  Guarat Plant will be able to
produce 3 lakhs tonnes of alumina
meant for exports which we have
eommitted to Iran We are negotiat-
g with them Stil] a settlement has
not been reached. We are very much
hopelful that we will have a favour-
able settlement. We will be able to
export the production of Gujarat
Plunt to Iran. Iran is also interested
in financing that plant. Therefore
these two are separate schemes.
There should be no confusion about
these two schemes and both of them
should not be mixed up. We shall
see that these schemes go through.
Another thing is this.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Excuse me for my interruption. 1
welcome that vou mentioned this.
But. what about the Soviet assistance
that is sought to be made available
because, there was a news in the
papers that the Soviet Union is likely
tn give assistance to the sluminium.
plant.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Mr.
Dandavate, actually many countries
are negotiating with us. You must
have also seen the newspaper reports
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that there are many joint venture
firms. Negotiations are going on;
agreements have beep made. There
are different requirements for the
diffcrent projects for which those
negotiations are going on.

So far as this plant is concerned, I
have told you that in our Fifth Plan
we will find resources—where and
how to find them will be seriously
looked into. You can assure the
people in your own State that the
Government is committed tc this
plant. Government is not going back
upon this plant, There should be no
confusion about this You should
not mix up this plant with the Gujarat
Plant Otherwise, the people of
Gujarat may be confused that this is
going to be shifted from there to
Maharashtra

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE: We
can assure our people. We are sure
that you will not let us down

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 1
can assure you that we ghall not let
you down. Prof Dandavate raised
the question of the backwardness of
Ratnagiri. It is not very advanta-
geous 1o have an alurmunium plant
in Ratnagiri.

There were also many difficulties.
After all, in a democratic set up,
many things have to be done. Profit
is not the only motive, As my friend
was very rightly saying the entire
bauxite is available in Kolhapur,
But, the plant will be in Ratnagiri.
Mr. Shastri raised certain questions,
He has asked whether the workers in
this plant are being treated equally,
on par with the employees in the
other public sector plants. There is
no factory now. There is no plant
ihere, and therefore, there is no ques-
tion of workers being there. It is his
misunderstanding that workers are not
being treated equally. He has also
put a querry as to how many people
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will be employed in this plant. At
this stage, I can only say...

SHRI P. M MEHTA (Bhavnagar):
The guestion is, in regard to ‘the
draughtsmen and other techyical
pecople, will you employ them oh a
regular basis or on daily wages or on
casual basis?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: So
far as the question of employment 1s
concerned, at this stage, I can only
sav that our estimate Is that about
3500 people will be employed in this
plant, if the project comes through.
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SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Mr.
Mudhu Limaye, I have a great regard
for you I know that you are a very
clever person  But, don't try to be
clever between these two States and
create a fight among themselves,

The difficully 1s that. you alwavs
ook  al eveything with  suspicion.
Sometimes, your mind should be free
fiom suspicion also.

Sir, some other guestions have also
been raised. Questions have been
raised about rehabilitation, I would
say that rcally speaking, whenever
public sector plants come into exis-
tence. it has always been the policy
nf the Government to take into con-
sideration the displaced persons, In
most of our plants, we give prioniv
to them. We have made it a rule
that one member from each displaced
family, will be given employment
Over and above thai, we have alwavs
given very sympathetic consideration
to those persons who have been dis-
placed, while giving employment.

SHRI CHAPALENDU BHATTA-
CHARYYIA: May I ask one ques
tion? Between new plants and the
expansion of existing plants, in the
interest of cost effectiveness, why
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should you not go in far expansion of
the existing plants? ~ As between new
plants and expansion of the existing
plants, cost effectiveness demand that
you should rather go in for expansion
of the existing plantgz than setting up
of new plants, as a matter of policy.

SHRI DHAMANKAR: People have
applied to BALCO. But, they have
said ‘No’.

SHR] CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Hon,
Member has again raised the question
about BALCO. For his information,
1 would like to state that the Chair.
man of BALCO, General Sen Gupta
ig himself very keen that they should
be assured about fthe allotment of
muney so that they may start the
work. He met me in this connection
on 21st of November and again on
“nd of Derember. I can assurc you
that there 15 no obstruction. They
are not facing any difficuity. They
are very REtn {ilat tne money should
be allotled and the work should be
started.

MR CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister,
the question was that some disclaced
persons had applied fo BALCO for
petting employment in BALCO, but
BALCO did not give them employ-
ment although they had some employ-
ment to be given. They did not give
employment to the displaced persons
contrary to the policy you have. This
is the question.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: In
Ratnagiri, you mean?

SHR] DHAMANKAR: Yes.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 1
would make it clear that in Ratna-
giri, really speaking, no work has
started.  §o, there is no gueslion ot
glving employment, The site office is
there. Ten of our officers with the
staff are there, There has been land

dcquisition proceedings in regard to
land etc,
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SHR]I S. L. PEJE (Ratnagir1): I am
told BALCQ has given amployment
to some people, They have con-
structed something. How does the
Minister say that there is no employ-
ment? He is giving wrong informa-
tion.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: I
should like to assure the hon. Mem-
bers that when the plant comes into
existence construction work will start

and according to our well-defined
policy the Government will give
priority to those people who will be
displaced due to land acquisition.
Therefore, there should be no suspi-
cion in the minds of Members.
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SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: In
five years we expect completion, I
should like to tell Mr. Madhu Limaye
again that his information was not
correct. All those projects whose
foundations were laid in U.P, have
been started; many of them I know;
in my district there were two pro-
jects and both of them were
started. So we do not helieve 1n
befooling people and creating wrong
illusions. We want that developmental
activity should not be mixed up with
politics I request my fiiends, parti-
cularly Prof. Madhu Dandavate, who
said that we were going to give that
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plant in Gujarat because of the elec-
tions. He is also asking me whether
Ratnagiri will not be started im-
mediately because it will be done only
in 1976, This 15 not a correct ap-
proach. In a democracy elections
come and go but developmental
activilies will also be there conti-
nuously and developmental activities
should not be mixed up with politics.

18.25 hrs.

The Lok™ Sabha then adiourned
il Eleven of the Clock on Thursduy,
December 5, 1974/Agrahayuna 14,
1848 (Saka).



