
th e  Lok Sebha reassembled after hatch m  
Five Minutes pm Fourteen o f the Clock,

{Sit. ptm m y-Speakbr In the ChairJ

RAILWAY BUDGET, 1974-7S~«GENE- 
RAL DISCUSSION—Contd.

MIL DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri R. P.
Yadav to continue bis speech

#  *« .«  ffww (*r%*r) - w w w
#  **?» t f t  *rr f% fawfar ’ttf- 

snprPFr *r wra swt w riw  <pV 
fercrfarf % snrr* % arr*f* tft m i w m *
% fan? firwwr % v m  fw r  t  

M  *  iw r f  % « m  f i

n?r *rPT *rrc *n r H %  % ^  fo rt 
% $  *$t *n$fS*r Ot t*T* V*Z SFfT
wm  w r  <n *to : 1973 *er *n *r mw 

" f o w T-y m : v p t  v r r "  ir tr  “ r o w  
% fisjwnc w  wttu w R r t^ r t,
q f cf a rfa , im ** $**
w  * t t  «*#rr mfa «pt wra tstt $ i **?% ww- 
f r  * r f  ^ fr r f  e r* 't*ft *r <iarnr «?Vt 
gfnmrr % ^vtwrt wrf % 2 4  war
iM W  S*f €1Wft #  w  snr**faw % 
sm m : <rc $ m f  vfr, 3ft * t* t *  **• W H P r

m  i p m  ij*#f m x  
s r H  f f f r r  w t  m m  ttn  w t  ••mr % M  
isfc m fSrffov % f f e ^ r  t
I v f t  t * S f t M l  " * * *  *T rnt: fwif 
*rr*r sft $*r s M  wt firm  jh  t  *tefr
* $ * * r  Or m m  S*rr wi?m f  f a  7*f1%  vr 
wtt MR? Ppit I ,  vc t i r r o f  w m  w t t  
jy f% n r  f r o t  i$-*rnr f t  w  «w  % 
qpsr̂ sr % * w  w  w  I ,  ftft %* 
four srtw % farat
WfWT % wft *  f *  ww *tfii wrtw f  1 
n t # (  wtw s #  *it a* w  *ft w r 
tforc « w  ^  ^  < it  f  f t  ^  «n«r

m  Railway Budget, W4-75 PHALGUNA

wt!fr arfn ?w1f 
v  « w  <ir|m qf& r t  Tt

i ’W n rtir
|  «wrfqr m rnm  w f  v m r  M  mi r$ 

t  » 
fwa* »rf»fnpn^ *rt»r €  ?t»rr jrw’jrr

t  ftFn*rr ^ # 1  
i n  | m r ? r  it 3tigt #

* " f t  if  f i ’ t#  m t  % t t  it % ^ r jf fun f  1 
5<V«nr «f«m r Ot wa$ % q iw r |  firfercr 
’ r m f w  % i$t mwt mu «nc 
*cm |  > *r  ̂ sprrn j r i  ? aftrrr iw 
9̂ #  m  mim  w?r ^  m-wf*m %*$&- 
Otv flf < s w r iN  s r t ^  <rt sft irf*r?T 
^r *mr <«n t t  f  w stsrt h  c H f ^*rt#w 
^  f i  f w w m  fi?sTT fjt  sr*n# snrf«r« 
^pBTHf 1 ^  f w m  t i  feft^r wm t m  
W T  f  I W  ' * T  w t  mx Jrpfe
I? a rk nit ^ w ir  s f ^ N t e r  ^  f ^ q r  
#rfarf?T f ,  ^  M  w
i # p T  % mm  f*rT O T  irm  1 f  * m n  *p ^ tt 
fo * j #  afV ?*r <rt wsitRr wrpr I  * f t t  ??fr 
9 W  % ?^PKt *njRL v t  f^ T  W% t 

stfr f » R t  irtii >■ f t ; f y ^ i a r % f w d  
ff^ rq p y  m  fw w  in t i  ^  f  tm  
m « r  ^  T^r f  ffr r " *  <rr »*rwr f^rr mxt 
* i m  ^ i m  p ?  « im  % «gr «jt % 
i i t r t  v f im w  % w?r 60 Pesihfhrc w  
^  istnV vx w  tr%  % wifrnfif* 
ttw f a f a d  w r  # irranti

f  VTZ fiRHT Wflzm £  %  f | W  ?rRT

f r o t r  i w T t f f r w v t f f r ^ u f i f t f w  
m ^ r  srft ^sft
#?pr w  % ? r  »t f t  «rNr % ^rm *rwr 
»^r tot i f o  ^rrc *rrar *p t  wwr «r w

f t l f r  wptt f ,  fflftr 60 fa frffc ri' ?rrs r̂ 
w n  ^  spmfr | W t  f w  tr 100 
w  #5T ?mFT q r  #  ^  a m  ? tn ti 
»reft ^ t  % m  i n w F r  f w  |  ?rfiR
^ r r % ^ r ' V T 0f # ^ ?̂ t «

16, 1895 (SAKA) General fMscussfon 2o2



203 Railway Budget, M i-? *  MARCH 7, 1974 GmeratDtmsskm 294

[*?t t p N t  sh o t 
fw  jews itfr^  %

$ i 3W f’spffa *rw mvA nv sw  
w r  ft f 3 R  t |  Sr tft i|p r  %
srt*rt f t  ^  3 | [ t  ^ o t  « f k  rtiv*
3nf>W «n̂ ?T f w  fa fft WR vt fPF£
&wi  *Rwr w i  %fa*r =^r t o t  ?r w
IR  j t  W  h  t  T̂fftT fa OT apt f̂TTT # 
fflW T&R aPTT fWT ^fRl

gisrc * r t  «r£t*rt % * m  % im re  *r 
trrfert T? Cr ^  1 1 TrT f«r*mr ^
$ fa *?w  ̂ *pt t *tV & «ftr ^*rft •t t 'K wfasf 
f i r w r  $ I t  # * r t  v t  «p*ft 1 1 fa *r  

«rFrf ffijjrt | ,  % 'STRUTT I *H?
# f t  faffFT fH T T T  % ftt I ,  *t
fRVW f"RT ’̂ if^  tftiX rrqtr ?Rgr apt ?R^T 
ertifr % ot*h «pft *ifm  \ 5PT®r% 
flt # «M *M T JT $rf<f?T 3fW ??!% 3ft 
w fyr^pY f ,  3ffT e tr  n-firf^fsr^
VST % iTS *ft f=T*TFfr F̂T*fy ifft ITTO % ^
nr# i *? f**rmt «F*?t *re * fa f*ra%
13  w r f r  wnr # wsr % anr tstt *rr, 
»TPrwt % w?**u w r *p $ 9 3 $ f»? 
q f«rr %rtr t r  *» w  ?w w a r n - ^rorr 
w  70 km ^rr r •str %■ f?# i virr w  fa 
vrfevT F t  *r i  aw f a  s t r  ’■nrfraT 

WRt «ft--TR 9 fW W *J5fS 7 40 % 
wN’t * m r m ^ T p n t  frwmir %t *rar f  wV

*fNPt *rr *ro% *r w  €  * r m t  v t  r
t  ifV tr r ^  ¥ w r  *r i t r t  t o t  t «
Unr % vlf m r  *ii % iftx m  * w k , 
<*in «rrfi*n 3n?ft | i  ?*r *  M V s r
% iro r r̂o % twH;pr ir ^  «rk c?r 
ftr *?rf « o w r  ^ r ftr t  * m T  îp»r T * i m  
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja- 

pur). Betore I express my views, I should 
say that the views of the Socialist Party 
regarding the Railway Budget had been 
expressed by my valiant socialist comrades 
offering satyagraha on Kanpur-Allahabad 
railway track opposing the increase in rail-
way fares. They have already recorded 
the protest of the people against the rise 
in faies of third class passengers. What 
they have expressed in blood and tears, 1 
shall express m words, though words may 
not be adequate to reflect the sentiments 
of the people. These martyrs faced bullets 
and laid down their lives while giving vent 
to the anger of the people outside.

Last year’s budget did indicate a deficit 
In the course of the debate this year some 
Members have underestimated the deficit in 
the Railway budget Some say that the 
deficit would be Rs. 52.79 crores. This 
is an optical illusion. Even after mobili-
sation of the resources suggested in the 
budget proposals the railways will be left 
at the end of 1974-75 with an uncovered 
gap of Rs. 52.79 crores in the payment of 
dividend to the general revenue but this 
gap will be in addition to the shortfall of

Rs. 2316 crores in cash resources In 
reality the total deficit will amount to 
Rs, 116.05 crores. Tile proposition before 
the Government ought to have been how 
to augment resources without throwing the 
burden on the common man.

We find that the expenditure on adminis-
tration is going on at a very rapid pace.
1 am not one of tho$e who cast aspersions 
on individual members of the Railway 
Board.

I am not brought up in the tradition 
that I can cast aspersions on individual 
Members. But, I want to criticise the 
Railway Board as an institution, its struc-
ture, its method of functioning and the 
wasteful expenditure in which the Railway 
Board u> indulging. Sir, there is a lot of 
scope for a considerable reduction in the 
wa-steful expenditure i d  which the Railway 
Bouid is indulging. Not only that 
Today, the Railway Boa id has become al-
most a Go\ crnment within the Govern-
ment If you ask me, I would say that 
the Railway Boaid has really become a 
Government and what about the Ministry’ 
It has merely become a foot-board of the 
Railway Board. I think that would be 
the apt description of the Railway Minis-
try and the Administration. It is the 
Railway Board which is taking major 
decisions and others are merely toeing its 
line. I wish the Minister will function as 
a Minister and the Railway Ministry will 
continue to be a Ministry and they will 
try to exercise the powers that are given 
to them under the present set-up.

Sir, the expenditure must fall more on 
the affluent sections and so, I have no 
hesitation in saying that as far as the fares 
for the first class and airconditioned dass 
are concerned, they should be stepped up. 
But, as far as third class passengers are 
concerned, the fares must come down. 
Sir, I am surprised to find the break-up 
of the revenue that will be available from 
the new fares that have been Imposed, 
The additional revenue from fares on 
upper classes will be of the order of 
Rs. 4.44 crores, and as far as additional
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revenue from third class passengers is 
concerned, it will be only Rs. 16.48 crores

Another thing that I would like to men-
tion is the extra-ordinary expenditure that 
is being incurred on  the Railway Protection 
Force which is not performing its rightful 
duties. I do not want to repeat what 
some of my friends have said on both sides 
of the House. It is really not the Railway 
Protection Force. As someone has rightly 
explained, it is the Railway Pilferage 
Force. Therefore, this force can also be 
i educed to a very great extent.

As far as the expansion programmes of 
the Railways are concerned, they constitute 
the most important aspect of the budgetary 
proposals. Sir, in the speech, it has been 
mentioned by the Minister, who is having 
a sound sleep just now......

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
L. N MISHRA): I am hearing everything.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I
have great respect for the Railway Minister 
who can do two things at the same time 
He can sleep, and at the same time, be 
can listen. 1 wish we are able to develop 
the same capacity.

The Railway Minister has said:

“I have not been able to include new 
railway lines in other backward areas of 
the country on account of paucity of 
funds during 1974-75. Surveys S*ave, 
however, been taken up and are pro-
posed to  be taken up in 1974-75 for a 
large number of new railway lines which 
have been proposed by the State Govern-
ments, Members of Parliament and other 
public bodies.**

1 do not want to read out the list, which 
is a big one. There are twelve routes that 
have been mentioned. But, the most 
interesting part comes after the mention 
of these railway lines and that is an impor-
tant rider and a most dangerous rider. 
Then, the Minister continues to say:

"I would like to take up the constrnc- 
tion of these lines during the Fifth Man.

But, this would depend upon the availa-
bility of resources. The present alloca-
tion during the Fifth Plan for construc-
tion of new railway lines is not 
sufficient for this purpose. Execution 
of these works will be considered by 
Government in the light of survey re-
ports ind as and when we can augment 
our Plan needs.”

This is what the Railway Minister has 
said.

Sii, in this veiy House, during the dis-
cussion on the Railway Budget and during 
other discussions that we had, on the 
West Coast Konkan railway and Marath- 
viada railway routes, many of us insisted 
that a special premium must be placed on 
development of backward areas and that 
there can be no development of backward 
areas and backward regions in the country 
unless the infra structure required for 
economic development in the form of rail-
way tracks and transport facilities are 
provided in the backward areas. This is 
a vicious circle. Those who have the re-
sources to take up developmental activity 
in the backward areas, say that they do 
not have the infra structure and so they 
cannot go in for the development of back-
ward areas. When we refer to those who 
are in charge of providing transport, they 
say that unless there is availability of pro-
per communication for the development of 
industries in the backward areas, it will 
not be possible for them to accept the 
feasibility reports and provide the neces-
sary transport and communication facilities 
in the form of new railway lines. This is 
the vicious circle that has developed. This 
has to be broken.

I represent a constituency of the West 
Coast Konkan region, which has been pro-
mised over and over again a railway line. 
Both sides of the House have agreed that 
for the development of the backward region 
of Konkan and also the other West Coast 
areas of Mysore State as well as Kerala 
State, it is very necessary that the West 
Coast Konkan railways must be developed 
We were told that it will be started as a
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famine relief work. When the famine has 
receded into the background we find that
the relief railway work has also receded 
into the background. Now it has become 
\ery clear that even the survey has not 
been completed and the sanction of the 
Planning Commission has not been given 
for the. project. So, the Konkan coastal 
i ail way will be a distant dream for ail 
those who have been dreaming for it. Our 
Minister comes from Bihar. Time and 
again, especially on the eve of the elections, 
he was always promising the electorate that 
the Mandar railways will be taken up. 
But the churning of the Mandar has not 
taken place. 1 hope the Minister will take 
due care about it.

So many hon. Members have referred 
to the question of bonus. I will say only 
one thing about bonus. If our concept 
of bonus >s very clear in our mind, if wf 
acccpt bonus as a deferred wage and not 
some sort of payment which is ex gratia, 
so long as there is a gap between the 
present wage and the living wages, that 
has to be partially filled up. Wherever 
such gap exists in the railways, it has to be 
partially at least filled up. I hope the 
Minister will take note of the unanimous 
view of all the Central trade unions of the 
country and will not discriminate against 
the industrial workers of the railways.

My friends hr>ve repeatedly referred to 
casual leave. Shri Kachwai has already 
placed before this House a Resolution seek' 
mg the abolition of the system of casual 
labour in the railways. The casual labour 
system is a hangover of the old feudal 
order and the present Government, which 
talks of a socialist pattern* must give up 
all the remnants of the old feudal order. 
Therefore. 1 say that the casual labour 
system has to be given up.

There has been a pressing demand by 
the railway employees of Sboiapur 
Division that they must be integrated into 
the Central Zone. This is not a parochial 
demand but a demand which is in terms of 
communications, in terms of trade and in 
terms of feasibility, and they have clearly 
established a case that Sboiapur Division

of the railways must be included in the 
Central Zone. I am very happy that the 
Government have already appointed u 
Committee. I hope that Committee's im-
port will be accepted. I have not the least 
doubt that on the basis of merits the Com* 
mittee will recommend the inclusion and 
incorporation of Sboiapur Division in the 
Central Zone. 1 hope that this recommen-
dation will be accepted.

There has been reference to compensa-
tion. 1 will say only one thing about 
compensation. Today we arc putting u 
premium on death by a particular mode. 
If a per;on travelling by air dies, it is 
really a heavenly death, because his family 
members would get a compensation of 
Rs. 1 lakh. But if the same person die# 
in a railway accident, his family member* 
would get only up to Rs. 50,000 as com-
pensation.

SHRI L. N. M1SHRA: His dependants 
will get Rs. 50,000, in the case of his death; 
it is not opto Rs. 50.000.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : For 
other categories it is less. The maximum 
limit of life is death and the maximum 
compensation is R*. 50,000. Nowadays 1 
.tluavH travel by air in the hope that in 
ease some accident takes place, since we 
;>rc not able to earn that much amount in 
our life lime, at least after our death our 
family members would get Rs. 1 lakh.

Then, I would like to say a word about 
Class 2 officers. It has been mentioned 
in this House earlier. Now there is dis* 
crimination between class 1 officers, who 
are direc*ly recruited through the UPSC, 
and Class 2 officers who are promoted 
from the subordinate category, on the 
basis of a written examination and viva 
voce lest. Though both have the same 
responsibilities and do the same duty, in 
the matter of pay and promotion there is 
discrimination. That should be removed.

As far as the inequality between tbe First 
Class and the Third Class passengers and 
facilities are concerned, that U extremely 
pronounced. Sir, you yourself must have
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gone abroad and travelled by train in 
countries of Europe. You must have dis-
covered that there is very little disparity 
as far as the facilities are concerned. There 
are only two classes and the disparity bet-
ween the two classes is very little. So, the 
people prefer to travel not by the upper 
class but by the lower class because the 
facilities available arc the same. Here 
jdso, the disparity must disappear. I will 
be very happy if the protagonists of a 
socialist society create a classless train.

There is a fragmentation of the trade 
union movement which is affecting the 
operational efficiency of the railways. 1 
can sympathise with friends who have 
formed category-wise unions and who find 
it difficult to get their grievances redressed. 
Those who have formed category-wise 
unions are convinced that ultimately there 
should be one union in one industry. 
Therefore, I say, the ballot to decide the 
representative character is the only path.

In the end, I warn the Government 
that the All-India Railwaymen's Federa-
tion and its President, Shri George 
Fernandas, has already sounded a warning 
that unless their grievances regarding bonus 
recommendations of the Pay Commission 
and all other related demands are accepted, 
and a belter deal is given to the railwav 
employees, the All-India Railwaymen’s 
Federation will embark upon a strike and 
in this strike, .the cooperation of all other 
unions is also there. The National Con-
vention of Raflwaymen has already given a 
warning I think, the warning will be 
heeded by the hon. Minister and their 
legitimate grievances and demands will be 
accepted.

SHRI PATTABHI RAMA RAO
< Rajamundry) : Mr. Deputy-Speaker,
Sir, I rise to support the Budget presented 
by the Railway Minister and I am glad 
that in the present circumstances, there 
cannot be a better presentation than the 
one he has done. There may be some 
difficulties in the case of some sections 
of the people. But under the existing 
ciuumstances in the country, probably 
ve ^avc to bear them with patience and 
nothing else can be done. 1

While supporting the Budget, 1 wish to
draw the attention of the hon. Minister 
to a few deficiencies m our State of 
Andhra Pradesh. In May, 1972, the 
Andhra Pradesh Government approached 
the Government of India, the Minister of 
Railways, for undertaking the following 
new lines in the State during the Fifth 
Plan :

Construction of a new B. G line from 
Nadikude to Bibinagar. 1 am thankful to 
the hon M mister that he has already 
included it in the present Budget

Construction of a railway line from 
Bailadilla to Kovvur via Bhadrachalam. 
It is really a necessity in Andhra Pradesh. 
It runs through Bhadrachalam which is a 
backward area. Not only that. Bhadra-
chalam area has plenty of iron ore and 
nch minerals which could be carried to 
the port for export by which we can have 
export earnings Thu. also passes through 
n cultivated area of west Godavari where 
there is plenty of rice produced Possibly, 
this railwav line will help to transport 
nee easily to other places.

So this line is really a necessity. Then, 
const ruction of a new broad gauge line 
fiom Nandyal to Katpadi via Cuddapah. 
Then, construction of a new broad gauge 
line connecting Si rpur-Kagaznagar in 
Andhra Piadesh and Lagam in Madhya 
Pudcsh Then, circuit railway covering 
Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

I also support the lequest of the Andhra 
Pradesh Government for conversion of 
Tirupati-Katpadi line via pakala into a 
bioad gauge line. That will help a great 
deal in shortening the long routes, Delhi- 
Cochin and Delhi-Bangalore, at least by 
100 kilometres. Nowadays everything is 
costly, including coal and diesel oil. 
Therefore, shortening the routes must be 
thought of. By investing on conversion of 
this line into broad gauge, the Railways 
would save a great deal by way of oil and 
other things. I will give the figures:

Delhi-Kazipct-Vijayawada-Madras-Cochin- 
2890 kms. By having this railway line we 
will have:
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(Shri Pattabhai Rama RaoJ
i>:lhi-Gudur-Rcnigunta-Pakala-Kat- 

padi-Cochin-2821 kins. Now I come 
to the distance from Delhi to 
Bangalore. Delhi-Kazipet-G udur- 
Renigunta-Pakala-Katpadi-Bangalore- 
2476 kms.

Ddhi-Kazipet-G udttr-Madras-Bangalore- 
2546 kms. Thus, the distance can be re-
duced by about 100 kms. Also this con-
version will help a great deal the backward 
area of Rayalaseema in Andhra Pradesh.

The supply of wagons to the industries 
in Andhra Pradesh is very meagre. They 
complain that they are not able to get even 
half the number of wagons that they re-
quisition for or require 1 request the 
Railway Minister to look mto this. Produc-
tion of things is already poor, and what-
ever is produced must at least reach the
places where it is needed. Unless the 
wagons are supplied in adequate numbers 
it will not be possible for the finished goods 
or caw materials to reach the places where 
they should.

Then I would suggest speeding up of
a few trains in Andhra Pradesh, The
45/46 is the only express train between 
Hyderabad and Howrah In name only 
it is on called an express train, it is actually 
worse than a passenger tram The 46 
Express train takes 19.30 hours to reach 
Waltair from Hyderabad. Similarly 45 
Express train takes 20.45 hours from 
Waltair to Hyderabad. It is the slowest 
express train in that area. The Hyderabad- 
Madras Express is also very slow. They 
nwst speed up these trains, if possible by 
dieselising them

Also the Hyderabad-Delhi Express, which 
is called the Southern Express, takes, as 
it is, 3 3 | hours—two nights and one day— 
to reach Delhi from Hyderabad. My sug-
gestion is that it must be speeded op; it 
may take only one day and one night to 
reach Delhi from Hyderabad or vice verso 
I have travelled by that train several times 
and I have found that the train reaches 
most Stations well in advance of time and 
stays there to leave the Station on time. 
When I calculated what exactly was the

time for which the train was stopping; at 
various Stations having reached in advance 
of time, I found that it was more than 
four hours—while going in advance of the 
time at all stations. So, what I am sug~ 
gesting is that as it is only a reduction of 
5$ hours and as I find that the running 
time already there is 4£ hours, probably 
this hours is not difficult to adjust. The 
speeding up of the train will not only save 
fuel but also give a lot of convenience to 
the travelling public. Hence, I suggest 
that the Railways may kindly look into 
the mutter. No doubt, this matter was 
brought to the notice of the Railways 
earlier—-the speeding up of the trains, but 
they have given the usual, stereo-typed 
reply that the line capacity is not there or 
that it is not possible to accommodate In 
the other Railway* It is the South Central 
Railway or the Central Railway through 
which thw train passes Perhaps it may 
not be possible for the Zonal Railways to 
adjust this train, but the Railway Board, 
I am sure, can easilv, bv working out the 
timings and in consultation with the \ariom 
Railways, find a way out. My submission 
is that each railway zone should not think 
that it is a separate government by itself. 
After all, the Railway Board should see 
that there is co-ordination between one 
section and the other section and the con-
venience of the public is the most impor-
tant thing. Trains keeping up the time is 
most important in the present fast-moving 
times.

Sir, beyond this, I do not tike to take 
the time of the House. 
w ^  ftiw f " K  fTfisft t ? n w

jrffepr, m  I  fa *n*rsfto u'tft

f a n t  % m  I #  #  
qnc srrf $r 5r 'f® wmrowsr

|  t srwr: srftr x tf ft  * f #  *1®
|  fa **r Grew t  w m
% ** #, w ra

fur* m |  t «nr
w f c f a * f a * r  m ftw  *  « #  «ft* WfH
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SHRI R. N. BARMAN (Bafurghat): 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, while taking part in 
the discussion on the Railway Budget, I 
would like to make a few observation! on 
the general and a few particular problems.

Firstly, Sir, 1 would like to point out 
that increase m fare on various stages 
would hit the common people severely. 
Secondly, the Minister has not taken due 
care about the inflationary effect of his 
proposals. Increase in duty in every item 
would lead to price rise and ultimately 
bring a tremendous pressure on the com-
mon people. Thirdly, Sir, I would like to 
raise a few points on which we have dis-
cussed many a time on the floor of this 
materials for industry. During the last 
one year, it has been a constant complaint 
that inadequate supply of wagons and lack 
of proper planning have created an un-
usual situation for coal transport to various 
industries. In the context of the Fifth Five 
Year Plan transport bottleneck is a serious 
problem and our industrial growth fails to 
attain its targets because of this transport 
bottleneck to some extent. It may not be 
the sole reason but one of the important 
reasons. Production of cement and 
generation of power, have been hard hit 
due to irregular supply of coal. Fourthly,
I expected that with the proposal of in-
creased Passenger fare, there would be 
some proposals for the passengers’ ameni-
ties but there too, Sir, I am disappointed.

Now, coming to the particular problem 
of my constituency, Sir, I am compelled 
to highlight the repeated issue of Maldata- 
Bahirghat line (B.G.) via Gazole. Here I 
would like to refer the Hon. Minister to 
the unstaned question No. 893, replied on 
the 26th February, 1974, regarding the 
proposed Railway line—Maldah-Balwrghat, 
wherein the Deputy Minister of Raflwny# 
had said:

“A traffic survey for a B.G. link  
from Eklakhi to Balurghat v k  Oajol,
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Buniadpur and Gangarampur has been 
completed and the report thereof is un-
der examination of the Railway Board.

(b) and (c). A decision for taking up 
the actual construction of the proposed 
railway line will be taken only after the 
examination of the survey report is com-
pleted.”

—whereas the Minister has said in his 
Budget speech, Surveys are taken up for 
Maldah-Balurghat Line alongwith mary 
others. Sir, here is an apparent contradic-
tion. In reply to my question the Minister 
had said that the Survey Report is under 
examination—-but in the Budget he said 
that survey will be taken. However, 1 
urge upon him to take the proposed matter 
into serious consideration.

For the last 25 years we have been 
flooded with the assurances and still assu-
rances are coming there, but nothing con-
crete has come out. 1 know the Rail 
Minister may point out that there is a 
pi ovision for survey on this line. But I 
may humbly remind him that similar sur-
vey was taken earlier also. But what 
happened to that survey? I can tell the 
hon. Railway Minister through you, Sir, 
that people of my constituency are becom-
ing restive. Rather, they have a feeling 
that had this constituency been represented 
by an Opposition Member, perhaps they 
would have obtained justice from the 
Railway Minister. This is a backward 
area from where Congress has won all the 
scats in all the elections but up to date a 
small demand of the people has not been 
fulfilled. I could have understood the 
point if any Railway Minister would point 
out that there Is no jhntffic&tkm for the 
proposed Rail Une. Each and everyone la 
the Railway Ministry has accepted the 
economic and social importance of this 
railway line but inspite of that nothing has 
been dam m  far. So, again I  appeal to 
the Railway Minister to tala up this pro-
posed line with all seriousness and I  
demand an assurance from him that It 
Wo«W t*  completed in the Fifth Wan.

1 would like to draw the attention of 
the Railway Minister to two or three other 
small points. The need for an over-bridge 
at Kaltagunj on N.H. Frontier Railway is 
long felt. I spoke on it on the last 
occasion dso but in vain. I hope the 
Railway Minister would keep that m mind 
and do the needful. Conversion of Radhi- 
kapuri-Barsai M.G. line into B.G. line is 
also a long outstanding problem. I would 
appeal to the Railway Minister to please 
turn hts eyes to this area and take measures 
so that these long outstanding pioblems can 
be soiled out.

With these words 1 support the Railway 
Budget.

“SHRI M. M iOSFPH (Peermade) . Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, the most important mode 
of transport for the common man in this 
country >'s railways People with money 
use their cars for short distances and for 
long distances they use aeroplanes. On 
the other hand for the common man there 
is no transport other than the railways. 
That means if the railway passenger fares 
and freight charges are increased as pro-
posed in this year's budget proposals it will 
be a big burden on the common man. 
So far as third-class passengers are con-
cerned, for distances below 50 kilometers 
the increase proposed is from 5 paise to
15 paise and for long distance travellers 
the increase is up to 50 paise. In his 
Budget Speech the Railway Minister has 
said that the proposed increase is to reduce 
over-crowding in mail and express trains. 
I do not think this objective can be 
achieved. I think this will only encourage 
ticketless travel. I would suggest that 
more short distance passenger trains should 
be introduced and in the case of long-
distance mail or express trains they should 
not be made to stop at all stations; they 
should stop only at stations after cohering 
a distance of 100 kilometers.
15.00 tars.

In 1972-73 wagons were not available 
I  am told that 40 per cent of the wagons 
are lying idle in many stations in the 
country.

* The original speech m u delivered In Malayalam.



223 Railway Budget, MARCH 7, 1974 1974-75 — General Discussion 224

[Shri M. M. Joseph]
The Railway Ministry should pay atten-

tion to the question of electrification of 
railway lines in the country. As far as 
Kerala is concerned, railway communication 
is still in a very backward condition. In 
these days* when the price of diesel oil and 
coal has increased the Railway Ministry 
should try to electrify more and more 
railway lines. Once the Idikki Project is 
completed Kerala will be able to provide 
sufficient electricity to Kerala and also the 
neighbouring States

The hon. Minister seems to be a bit 
indifferent towards sanctioning new tines 
In Kerala there is only 4 kilometers of 
railway track foi one lakh people whereas 
the national average is 13 kilometers for 
a population of one lakh. This attitude 
of neglect towards Kerala should be 
stopped.

To Puri, Bhubaneshwar, Mathura and 
other pilgrim centres ail sorts of communi-
cation have been provided. In Kerala 
there is a pilgrim centre called Sabari 
Mala. More than five lakh pilgrims go 
there every year. Our President Shri V. V. 
Giri went there and did pooja. The Prime 
Minister is going there next month to 
inaugurate the development work there. 
The nearest railway line from this pilgrim 
centre is 100 miles away from High Range 
where Sabaii Mala is situated.

Sir, Peermade, my constituency produces 
cash crops like cardamom and pepper 
wfiich bring in a major share' of foreign 
exchange to this country. Therefore, not 
only because of the five lakh pilgrims who 
visit Sabari Mala eveiy year but also be-
came of the cash crops produced there 
which earn foreign exchange for this 
country, the new railway line to Sabari 
Mala will not in any way be uneconomical.

It is the people of Kerala who will suffer 
the most because of the increase in pas-
senger fares and freight charges. A first- 
Class passenger from Cochin to Delhi wifi 
lave to pay Rs. 15.50 more and a third- 
class passenger Rs. 12/- more. They will 
dso hav# to pay more for their luggage 
add parcels. Therefore, Sir* a low-paid

Government servant will have to go alone 
to his native place leaving his children and 
luggage at Ddhi.

Mention has been made about casual 
labour. The wages paid to this casual 
labour aie different in different areas. My 
demand is that a uniform wage structure 
should be evolved. Class IV employees 
are very shabbily treated by higher officers. 
They are transferred to various places and 
put to a lot of hardship. I have received 
complaints of this nature from Madras and 
other places. This should be looked into 
by the Minister and action taken.

SHRI A. K. KOTRASHETO (Belgaum): 
I rise to support the Railway Budget. 
Several members on this side have spoken 
in support of it in detail. I do not want 
to repeat those points. I would like to 
restrict myself to certain developmental 
works in my State.

I am very sorry to say that in the past 
Karnataka has been neglected so far as 
railwa>s are concerned. We are all aware 
that the transport system provides the essen-
tial infra-structure for the development 
of the country and railways play a vital 
role in our transport economy. The total 
length of the railways in this country is 
about 60,149 kms. and in my State it is 
about 2,575, out of which 446 kms. are 
BG, 166 kms. NG and the rest MG.
This works out to about 14,4 kms. per
1,000 square kms which is far below the 
national average of 18 kms. per 1,000 
square kms.

My humble submission is that either 
some construction work or some con-
version work should be taken up in my 
State. In the past, a huge amount has 
been spent on railways. In the three Five 
Year Plans and also in the three annual 
plans, about 23.6 per cent of the total 
outlay on the public sector Im  teen 
spent on transport and communications. 
Again in the Fourth Plan, about 20.4 per 
cent of the total outlay has been spent on 
transport, out of which a huge amount has 
been spent m  railways. Bnt nothing has
been spent in Karnataka.
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Sometime bock, in 1971, the conversion 
of the Poona-Miraj line was completed. 
At the time of inauguration of this line, 
it was aanounced on behalf of the rail-
ways that this conversion would be con-
tinued upto Hospet via Hubli. But so far 
nothing has been done in this regard. Not 
even a single word has been said even in 
the speech of the hon. Minister introduc-
ing the Budget on this matter.

There are several proposals made by the 
State Government pending with the Cen-
tral Government without being considered. 
The railway line from Miraj to Bangalore 
is a most important line which passes
through our State. There has been a
standing demand right from the beginning 
in this regard; almost all the members 
from my State and the State Government 
have been insisting on the conversion of 
this line into EG. But nothing has
been done so far. This line is most 
economical, and if it is Constructed, it wifi 
give a better return to the railways also.

From a reading of the fifth five year 
Plan papers it is seen that much import-
ance is given to the development rather 
than to the returns that the railways
would gi\e and which were given m the 
past. If that is so, my State should not 
be neglected this year. Sometime back, 
there was a delegation to the Railway 
Minister to divert this railway line from 
Miraj to Bangalore and to take it via 
Gokaka, and there have been representa-
tions but nothing is said about it in the 
speech of the learned Minister. So, I
would like to submit that if this railway
line is taken up it will not only give a 
better return to the Government but it 
will also give potential employment to 
me people there, because the northern 
districts of Karnataka are drought-prone
areas. Almost every alternate year there 
will be a drought there, and even this 

™aity have become unem-
ployed because of the drought in northern 

There 1. .  Sre*  aeed for the
ol h i* ,  of people in that

*• U •** Hue i» taken, Out »

to say, if the earth-work is taken up, it 
will give employment to a large number 
of people in that area.

There is another proposal before the 
Government to construct a railway line 
from Hubli to Karwar. If this is dose, 
it will be very easy to export our iron 
ore from Hospet via Karwar, because the 
exporting of this ore via Madras or Goa 
will cost us much. So, I request that this 
proposal also must be taken into considera-
tion.

Again, there are several proposals made 
by the State Government regarding the 
conversion of the Miraj-Hubli-Hospet line, 
Sholapur-Hubli metre gauge, the doubling 
of the broad gauge track from Sholapur 
to Waii and the construction of a new 
broad gauge line to connect Bellary and 
Gulbarga via Sirugappa, Sindanur, Linga- 
sugur, Sholapur and Sirupur.

AN. HON. MEMBER : You want all 
the lines.

SHRI A. K. KOTRASHETTI: Not 
all. My submission is that at least one of 
these lines should have been taken up, 
since there are several proposals pending 
before the Government and none of these 
have been touched even in this year’s 
budget; not even one. So, I would like 
to urge that at least one line should be 
taken up each year or at least one line 
during each five year Plan.

So, I would like to urge on the Minister 
of Railways through you, that at least the 
M ira j-Bangalore line should be taken up 
immediately for conversion so as to give 
better facilities for transportation in that 
area, and at the same time, I request him 
to consider the proposal of diverting this 
line via Gokaka which does not cost much 
for the railways but whifh would give a 
better revenue for the railways.

With these words, I close.

tpt» n m w m  ( # i w ) : *rc*r-
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wfvĵ rfr «n wtr f ^  anrifr r r  n;r w r «rr i 
IP pjp t o  t »- ^  irm ^ <iVr
w  * z iz  40 % ’RTTT 32 »R flt*- ??r

«rWr *r wm ?P7 i «fV
fsw nx t * : t o  n T tjw  fa*rr »

OT? VI »TTfH f  % T»ft% Wt fW  ’ Wf
^  «r- Tf% «wft im  t » *r* *rnm *r«r y® 
|m  i n *t  * r r ,  f k f ^ r r  m?w *ft ?*r ir ant *r 
trsfr BrwT-^rr «w fw r t mn m  lr 
aprmr m  %w% W  nw h  ^  %
*m  s r t o t  m* ^ » mx n  *t
shSwr Jifr fert srr̂ rt ?rr «ptt stm v «n 
|W  f m  «fk ^r v f t  k v m i t  ft  i ^
ITBlfhT % b w  v p r  «?w t  t  f v  f»r w m

«rrn ^ jfm %sfor 
»t vt«Rr»: *rr t&fc wit i pr % *tri % ^  ?fr 
gjfr% wan ftp wNr wr w% i m  f t
$  w w t p r  11 mx % * t  # w t?  % « w
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« r  rr  % jp^ft £  1 *sfr fw«r r«n%  *wm  
«t*tt h?\ *Rt f t  w  1 1 wrre w  sffar ?*r rr  
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% *Nfor t  $ »  i t#  t  *wwr *Rjf*n \

w  it ira ̂  fa iprft «ft^ % fa 
2386*nft?^tfr t o  «ft*w 

*$tnfc*i!TVirs$t*raTt*ftT*i w r  99.75 
v d f  v i t w i r n w r l » sw tfro f# * w ?%  
*n*fowf ir ^ r t  *ct$m fa  «wr w  Ot w r t

¥T»t ?ft w f  f t  spt *pt 5pnw f*ra wr*Nrr f a  

w  v m | »  w<rfkfi=«rfW |  
farffr w m  $ f  *fr? w  % fa*  *Vr wmfy  |  ? 
SPTC ^ tf *4143$ I  ?fr 3 tt v p r  *r$ |  fa 
VW *Ft»t W ff Ot IFfaT ^RVt ^  an% 

& 1K T  W T W  I  I

sw*r % If f ^ r r  wrgwi f a  ftpiT fir r c  
u to t art ftart fc, fcr % a w n t  O r art * t f t  
I ,  v r  O t 3ft w fo  <*f*T$ wrcft w r t f a r  wt 
flpSCPHf 3P6T fj *mV< *it ̂
ĵ ii ir wWf lira
« r f t  *n w t*r% iir  * h t i t

t  m  q* ftmr g%*fttfo «4wTf<gt 
Ifr «fl*flnanr wt w r  $, vjBTOT̂ RfT ift v*r «rsft 
t» ^  ̂  ttiw |  faw vt waif % iif fwfir
M  $$ t » *t w &  $ m i it  * T * r  *rc % w ar. 
t B *  * ! %  f a  W T W g l: 3W O t

m O t * %  r a n w w  ? y * ,  3*r<re »frfrrai 
$ r # f  i *rh?*f forfar v&*€ Ot qffa |  1 %* 
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vewtt *ft»RW ft? t »H#t fttrfir <r«r*r 
$#fawt%8r*r vtf4*miSfaft$t*rn

Kf f  tsit tfit *i$«m iro  ^t wws tot fa*IT
iwffcw%#*w*f jv v fit  m$m 11 »t w  m 
fm * f tw f a ^ t* t^ & * fa fS $ * f a $ r i  * 

t o  *ij«rrfa *foft

w^wr « f tfa *  % fc n W t% w * f® ^ r< * f t“ 
sriftt w  # P f a  fa*rr |  art f a m  #  tot Ot 
tot s j w t t  ^  w w r t  « rf^#y w &  w f t  
f c f f # f t  t

f* n t tot f  tw  % w tit 12iwf 1 1 
iprft ^  inl*iww wdvf % hhpt-viw %
Ot %it n w  | t  i %faw inw ^ r  %wt it fir <ift 
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t i  wnft tf ^ t  wfw ^  «n 1 sHNt wcvn; 
t̂ ITPft gwjgfvarT % fa^ *' ’

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
may continue next time. We will now take 
up Private Members’ Business. Bills to be 
introduced.

Shri Vishwanath Pratap Singh—^absent

Shri Murasoli Maran—absent.

Dr. I^xminarayan Pandeya—absent.

15.31 fan.

BANKING COMPANIES (ACQUISITION 
AND TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKINGS) 

AMENDMENT BILL *

[A m e n d m e n t  o p  S e c t io n s  3 , 4 e t c  ]

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Telli- 
cherry): 1 beg to move lor leave to in-
troduce a Bill to amend the Banking Com-
panies (Acquisition and Transfer of Under-
takings) Act, 1970.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

*That leave be granted to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Banking Compaaies 

(Acquisition and Transfer of Undertak-
ings) Act, 1970.

The motion was adopted.

SHRI C. K~ CHANDRAPPAN: I in-
troduce the Bill.

’ ♦JHddWied to iK e tt*  of 'India Extra ordiimy, Paxt II, section.2«' dated f $ $ £


