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President’s Address

Japvary and February The police broke
and went into hundreds of homes of count-
less innocent people, opened up bolted
doors with bayonets and merilessdy tortured
the people, even old people, women and
children The police did not spare ary-
one.

Then, the army came When the army
came, the people of Ahmedabad had a
unique sense and also, mn a sense, 1t 15 4
pont worth-noting 1n terms of anxious
implhications 1t has got The people of
Ahmedabad disarmed the army' The army
was garlanded by hundreds of citizens Not
only that An Arti was performed by
young girls and women wherever the army
went 1 want this House to know one in-
teresting thing As soor as the army was
called tin the people of Ahmedubad gave a
new slogan and wrote it on the walls of
Ahmedabad They said We do not want
to fight with you It 1s the State police
which was fighting agamnst ns  We are not
against you We want food Instead of
food, we are being given bullets We are
being tortwed , we are being teai-gassed ,
we aie being lathi-charged, we are being
ricrctlesslv beaten”

This was the slogan
“STY FRTY WATT BHWT WY ATRAT &Y
it gurer a7 g’
WAV FATT FAM gAET W A A g
/s A 1"

If meant “If you shoot us, our blood
wifl go into the streets But if you give
us roft, you will become our blood hro-
ther” So, the army said, “We have noth-
ing against you” This 18 how the army
was completely disarmed This 1s what
happened

As I was saying earhier, enough of des-
tiuction was done Nearly hundied inno-
cent people have died There has been
such debasing of democratic values,
principles and practices There has been a
complete detertoration i political and par.
hamentary way of ife The Chaimanbhai
Patel Ministry was born in sin and was
thriving on sm. It has ultimately gome the
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way the sinners go! We are very happy
that it has gone We do not want to step
there. We feel that the entire Assembly
of 160 MLAs and more particularly the
ruling 140 MLAs have lost their creditability
in the eyes of the people of Ahmedabad
and of pther places m Gujarat.

MR CHAIRMAN. You may continue
tomorrow

We now take up the Half-An-Hom Dis-
cussion Shri Vayalar Ravi

1729 hrs
HAL F AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

ELECTRIFICATION OF ERNAKUIAM RI-
VANDRJUM RaiLWAY 1IN

SHRI VA¥ALAR RAVI (Chirayinkil) :
Cnatrman Sir 1 have taken the floor of
tlas House to draw the attention of the
Government to the necessity of electrifying
the Frnakuwlam-Trivandrum railway line and
even upto Mangalore hne

In reply to my Question, the hon
Mimsster, Mr Qureshi, has been forced to
sign an answer which 1s usually given by
the Master, the so-called Railway Board, in
an evasive way

He says

‘Due to low density of traffic and the
heavy capital investment required,
the electnification of Ernakulam-
Trivandrum  section 15 mot con-
sidered economucally justified in
preference fo trunk routes”

I do not know wherefrom the Mimster
rot the information Of course, his officials
atting in the Railway Board might have
supphied him or he may have taken out
from some kmd of a report from some-
where 1In this connection I would like to
mention, before coming to the subject, how
they answer questtons, how they mislead
Purliament, how they evade and give untrue
answers to the House I shall give one
example about which I have talked to him
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'cme I sent a Jetter, when Mr. Hmuman— :

© thajya . was "the Railway - Mmmer, about
. making Perunguzhi a flag station, and ‘his
. reply was that there would be a'loss to

- the extent of Rs. 17,000 because the 'in-

come was Rs. 2,200, I represented again in
1973 and again the same reply has becn
given, namely, that there would be a loss
to. the extent of Rs. 17,000 forgetting the
‘fact that the income, meanwhile, has gone
_up-1o Rs. 4,500, nearly double. They simply
look to the old file and send a mechanical
reply to even Members of Parliament. I
do not know what action will be taken
against those officers who mislead you, me
and Parliament. This is how they answer
questions. That is why I say that the Rail-
way Board will kil you and the whole
country.

Now I come to the subject. The hon.
Minister has said about density of traffic
#nd heavy capital investment. The density
of traffic alone cannot be the criterion for
electrification of railways. You must con-
sider the other aspects also—the socio—
economic condition of the State and also
the availability of electricity. I also dis-
agree with his point about density of traffic.
Ve have also to consider the - density of
the population of the State and the in-
vestment: made so far in the State. In this
connection I would like to point out that
Kerala is not a State which can be com-
pared with the other States ; it is an urban
or semi-urban State. Now the metre gauge
is' being converted into broad gauge from
Ernaffulam to Trivandrum and the entire
terminal station may be shifted from Er-
nakulam to Trivandrum. All express trains
may start from Trivandrum. That is what
is going to happen within a couple of
years. v
- About availability of electricity, we have
surplus and . cheap electricity. Our Kerala
. Government has offered at the rate of three

" paise. per kilowatt which is the cheapest.
We are supplying -electricity to Madras
\\here they are running electric trains. These
urban ftrains have been subsidised in
Bombay and- nther metropolitan cities. We

do: not want wq_y subsidy : for urban’ trans-
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port system Chaap and aurplua eleetrieity io‘
available in Kerala ; we have no problem
on that aewum

Now what is the density of the popula-'
tion of Kerala ? It is about 1,000 to 1,200
per kilometre whereas the density of popu-
lation of other States is as follows : Andhra
Fradesh 157, Assam: 150, Bihar 324. The
density of population in the case of
Kerala is 1,000 to 1,200, You have to.
count on this basis. The density of traffic
is the highest in Kerala.

Take the total income of the Southern
Railways in 1970-71. Thirty per cent of
the income is from the Kerala lines which
constitute  only eleven per cent of the
Scuthern Railway lines. What is your total
income in 1971-72 7 1t is about Rs. 44,000
million and we arc contributing Rs. 1,000
million. How can you say that the density
of traffic is low? When they made the
feasibility studies for Ernakulam-Trivan-
drum railway line years ago, they made
the calculation that this much would be
the density of traffic. But now it has gone
up by 600 per cent. Your calculation is
wiong. All your calculations are based on
untrue things. Now take the 220 km route
length of Ernakulam-Trivandrum. There
are 42 stations. The length of Mangalore-
Trivandrum route is 635 km and the total
number of stations is 25. It shows that on
this route for every 4-5 km there is a
stution. We are wasting about 2 hours
only on stopping and starting of the trawns
cn this Trivandrum-Ernakulam line. If
electrification comes, we can save that much
time of the people. Also see the density of
the traffic. Now the students’ agitation is
there in Quilon and Parur and other areas
in my constituency because there are only
two trains and they canoelled the trains for
coal shortage.

I can give you the number of passengers
at every station, Trivandrum-Peta . 1592
passengers every day. Tandapuram—-1240,
Unchikode—1079 and then Parur-—-3000, 1
can give the list.to the Minister provided
he does not allow himsclf to be ‘misled by
his officials. This shows -how much traffic’



441 Half-an-Hour
is there. Suppose you electrify it, it will
speed up the whole transport system. I have
no doubt by electrification the entire traffic
system and the infra-structure in my State
will be changed.

The other point yon will have to consi-
der is the investment. I do not know
whether they have submitted anv revort
about the investment. But according to
me, it will be about Rs. 15 crores for
electrification upto Trichur. May I know
from the Minister as to how much is
spent for diesel? You spend about Rs.
1.5 to 2 crores every year and you need
two train-loads of coal every day for
tunning the trains in my State. For run-
ning my traine you have to carry coal
from the trouble spot of Dhanbad, all
the way to South If you do not move
the coal in time, you cancel the trains.
You sit in Olavakhot or Madurai and
cancel the trains. But the affected students
arc agitated and they stop the trains. Then
you cancel the trains. You need two
train-loads of coal. How much expendi-
twe does it cost you? How much traffic
dislncation does it cause ?

Have you calculated it ?

Now there arc one lukh of vehicles on
ro.ds 1 my State. Natutally, if this line
is clectrified. 10 per cent of that traffic
can be shifted to the railways. We, in
our State, produce coffec, tea and all ex-
rort items. Then we are saving fuel to
the extent of Rs. 3 crores cvery yeat.
On the whole the railways can save Rs. §
crores by this electrification and if you
calculate all other benefits that will ac-
crue, the total will come to Rs. 6-7 crores
a year. It means that two years of
savings only are vequired to electrify the
railway line from Trivandrum to Trichur.

In this connection, may 1 draw the at-
tention of the Minister as to how they
have treated Kerala so far. The Minis-
tet, while answering some of my questions
earlier, said ‘we are considering zonal-
wise and not State-wise’. Good, at least
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the railways are above the linguistic
parachial feelings. The Minister, of
course, may be sware of the fact that
after Independence out of the 4673 km
of new railway lines they have construc-
ted, you were good enough to give us
only 155 km. You can imagine how much
of an expenditure has come to my State.

Tale the metre gauge line from Salem
to Bangalore. It is useless. It is all due
to bad planning of the Ruilway Board.
If it had been only a broad gauge, all the
Kerala trains can go straight from Tri-
vandrum to Bombay instead of going
through the present long 10oute. 1 do not
know how many trains run on this line.
My friend, Mr. Gopal says only one
train runs. Now, the average railway line
in our State is only 4 km for 1 lakh of
ropulation while the national average is
15 km. Then none of the major railway
depots or stores is in my State.

There are two divisions, Olavakode
and Madurai. There are depots sub-
depots and stores; but there is nothing
in Kerala. The maximum distance is 607
km and the minimum distance is 330 km.
They promised a workshop but now they
say. no. no. This is how they treat
Kerala in the matter of railway construc-
tion in the entire country. Your whole
approach must be changed. This is my
submission. Instead of the calculation of
the entire economics of the transport as
a whole, they calculate only his goods
tiaffic alone. This must change, as I have
already submitted. The introduction of
this new railway line will mean very
many benefits in the matter of socio-eco-
nomic impact of this region and of this
State. There are so many essential goods
to be transported like coir, tiles etc, and
these could not be transported because of
the wagon shortage. You say, you have
no priority to E or F or 1. You do not
give priority here and on that account
they are suffering very much. If you
electrify upto Mangalore ¢he whole
transport system will change. Rs. 13
crores of investment can very easily be
done. The Kayamkulam-Ernakulam line



e Aelleppey ean bh undertakm' This
'«m mm Aik:ppey ‘with- Bmakalmn

@mmment -aré mot mgmd " oM
o Hammanttmya, ‘when he was - a Minister,

) - o_iﬂmd_ .8 sutvey | still nothing his “been’

- done" there. The Railway Board is think-
- Jing in ‘their own old way and old ap-
. iproach. This is " still the thinking of the

: dd Hierarchy ; they grab more and more;

.. expand more and more and comer the

- Ministers. They do not have modern
_ outlook. My request to the Minister is
_ this; Instead of going to the advice and
report of the officials you yourself must
.make-a study in this matter and see how
much you can save foreign exchange,
Kerala has offered cheap clectricity and
it ‘can’ be ‘hamnessed for the service of the
spation. The whole infrastructure of this
" area will change by this arrangment. This
' is my submission. Two hours of time can
e lessened in the matter of transport.

. You need not say that funds are not
. available -bacause there are Rs. 600 crores
which are available for expansion in the
Fifth Plan. This can be utilised.

1 am sure the hon. Minister will con-
sider this - legitimate demand and plea
ruade to him and I hope that he will come
ottt with a statement that he agrees to
thc demand made in this regard. The
people of Kerala are the people who are
the sufferers in the matter of railway
-gonstructions. The facts. and figures show
that it is necessary to electrify the rail-
‘way line as I have already mentioned
and I hope the hon, Minister will accept
my suggestions.

_ SHR! JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond
Harbour) ;. First of all, I understand that
constdermg the densnty of population in
Kerala, the railway line is too meagre.
Secondly, the growth of _raxlways since

1947, if taken into consideration, is .also
\cry meagre in this country.. Thirdly,
you have smjplus electrlc:ty which, they

. could make ‘'use of at.a very cheap rate,

. which, in fact, if I may say so, may be
: gmng waste or may be used for some.

non_priority purposes. ' R

mnxmw zs. rm-,.*-” :

Then from the milmys point af-x dew,
when you R
and electrification; if you “ask me, from’ - -
whatever little knmowledge that I have ac-

quired, ‘1 have been going through cemin\ o

papers. on transportation and so I say ‘that
electrification . is far more desirable .be-:
cause you have a terrific shortage of
liquid fuel in the country, there electricity.
is useful,

Then the question of air pollution etc.,
eic., is there. From the point of view
of investment, if I am right, eclectirc en-
gine is more desirable compared to a
diesel engine. Therefore, Shri Mohd.
Shufi Qureshi should here and now make
a statement and we expect him to give an
assurance here and now on the floor of the
House today that he would accede to
what has been asked for by Shri Vayalar
Ravi. We are fully with him in this re-
gard and so the Minister should accede
tr his request and give us an assurance
because although Kerala makes a lot of
money in foreign exchange by exports and
other cash crops, you have been showing
them a big banana for the .last 27 years,
It is about time that you accede to this
request. I am not interested in your being
unusually kind to Birlas. In U.P. you have
gone in for an aluminium plant at a cost
of Rs. 2 crorés but the yicld from it is
next to nothing.

So, I request you to accede to the re-
quest and tell us here and now on the
ficor of the House that the Railways ac-
cept the proposal and they will execute

‘it as early as possible.

ot wng femd (abwr) : wavafy wdE,
g awe ot qeEw o e oW Y derey
W gl garl 0T oW fgw o gfe @
arer | fer war § fe R Aad e ol
W w1 Y geew A §, W € A
g @ T § fe wendy & arw e arw
frd qﬁﬁmwﬁmﬁwmﬁt
wesr & a R e o § Afew
mmwhmﬂmi«wm%‘
maﬂnﬂwﬂmmlwm

choose between dhselinhon -
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TG o @ W gy e g
foar o § 1 Aie & wear gurd aw ¥
w1 W wwew ) WA | W ooy el
wwer w7 w fenr 6 @ & wwk W
o s @1 R | AW % ak § ferar
Tl ®1 e §, ag Wik Wt @ ww
™ &

wgt 7% gy Mwdr wr g §, vk

¥ wRr gAY oF A W am o aed ¥
ag wnfrd & @ 9, §ey AT d
g ok, I & A foelt yerd wmd
I ¥ w9 #fEr wrardr § ag seownw
st fagre #1 St fggera ¥ o ¥ wfuw
¥ fod & welht wdww ¥ s wgm
fr ®n gzeat O AR WO ¥ awed
T AT T AT W HIH BEA W AT AE
®qET 7

Fhan g e wraw ot 7@ & f
PR & owwra ¥ Wy agr @ W] oww @
H & 10arhE T @ ww B, I8 F A
¥ qormEr °ar .

“Q. Whether, last year, a number of
trans had to be cancelled because of
shortage of coal ?

A. Yes”
s o TRy 4

“A close coordination is being main-
tained with the coal producing
authority for augmenting the sup-
plies of steam coke"”

& s gy ool § 1 dywerol et
§ o W @ war W | &ET ¥ o q
AT ww & qawt ® aderc cxr g
WA Wit aw ot wpg § e 25 e
W oaw o W wWReT oY W W ¥
ag 2vw w1y Frevd® oW T wa g
Frore A e AQT | P www o feufy
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a fer & wfeew @t a€ & 1w W
T ¥ e Foored o ateer wfY e
¥ W oww wni ¥ age € foeew et
& T feafer ¥ wr feordfteor &
woTar wre o T ¢

o AR g dar waw qg § e 0w
o et dwefer ¥ gy ¥ foely
afey S@= @Ot WY W OF A WAy W
farorelt iy ¥ sEw wiyw wfe se=r Gt ?
o g arw wer § @ & wpw e gy
wifefed & fraitfae 9@ wor® ¥ fira §, Pt
ad §, a® W el g g e § b
Wik ¥ wR ¥ & wgwew www g 0w
o o fag ag s @ A g o
W wrw fwar o &Y % s dar WY
& ! 8y el & a F onerAr wTAT
w wifes gfez § Aer JATT SRR §
ar I8 WA f o aWr wT AW TR
AT wT wrERw & 7 afe faoelt w3
wraReE § At gl eltfefed, ot aelr ¥
fewslt a7t & ag @ waw Ny § TEN
dow ¥ ok wRt oA ¥ vy ¥ o W
wre fawet amgd ? & sdew wear g s
o g o w2 5 gy wedt aead
'y wgArd A% W AW & wgd WK
qft e Wy faoreleeor fear omgr arfe
Bwr fgg Y o g w1 W fwar o &%

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Telli-
cherry): It is a fact that the Railway
Board has been denying most of the rail-
way lices asked for in the under-developed
regions in our country in the name of eco-
nomic feasibility. On the same day when
Shri Vayalar Ravi was asking this question,
the Railway Minister who spoke on behalf
of the Railway Board said that the rail-
way line connecting Alleppey to Quilon
and Emakulam was npot feasible, the rail-
way line connecting Kottayam and Madurai
was not feasible, the one connecting Coorg
aud Mysore and Tellicherry was not feasi-



447 Half-an-Hour

{Shri C. K. Chandrappan].
ble and the line connecting Apta and Man-
galore was not feasible. I would request
that the Ruilway Mimistry should muke
some new studies and a new approach has
to be evolved to decide what is meant by
economic feasibility.

For the developmert of the railways,
when we were ruled by the Bntshers,
miltary movement was the main consi-
deration for constructing a railway line In
k.erala, we had the expenience of Shoranur
being connected with Nilambur to queil the
Moplah rebellion Although the same people
are not sitting there today in the Railway
Board m the sense that the people now are
black people, yet they have the white
bramn of the old Britishers and they are
denying everything in the name of econo-
mic feambility So, my first pomnt i1s that
a new approach has to be evolved m re-
gard to this conwuderation of economic
feasibilty.

They should take into account the deve-
lopment of the hinterlacd, the economic
development of the region

With regard to electrification of hines in
Kerala, we have argued everything 1
would only like to add one point here For
the purpose of food rationing, the whole df
Kerala 18 treated like a big city, Bombay,
Calcutta, Delli or any other That was
how statutory rattoning was introduced
Contiguous villages and towns are all
spread over There 18 no doubt that if new
rail lines are built, connected and electri-
fied, they can run on a sound economic
basis.

So my request 18 will Government re-
examme what the Railway Board has
thrust upon Covernment m the name of
economic feasfbility ? Secondly, will they
consider favourably the request of Kerala
10 have more railway lines and also to
electrify all those Iines so that they can run
M;ndlmhmmmically!mibh
also
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oY o Tw ot (wrorge) e
¥ gvus o afy fedfy o aged & dvean
Trsmagtrear R WA XL
st ¥ & o Ry ¥ wrerwr § for
o A oy ot ag W@ ot A oy AT
wig wg afresfdt f a1 qdff \ wgt dex
T o wwelr & | qrem i o €@
T W e T g e sy o dev Ay
¢ xer o wr wfae o fawre ot gur
§ oW oare A ¥ ety dew R @
wgr oY frmrer A s W ¥ 4 3oa Ao
Y owan mg W ¥ o] dar gor ¥
QAT wET AT EwET & 1 A W Ty &7
t, W s & O oA & w6 o
Ber T wfy & P & e SER o g
awdt Y |\ W wgr R R o#fadr
T ¥ 1 wEH w0 A Ao T
aft W W s gE ownm o T 9w
g & wfem &1 wmvwT gaAy sty
& mar ¥ fe S a1 9w a9 ¥ vt e
AT L e T ¥ e wwogAr ¥
g aw e T AT AW Y wF omw A
AT BT AT &Y gEd e 4w e g
AT EWET AAAT G AT 1w AN
foraar wrer 3 ¥ o anfgd Ady svar
TEwY ¥ oAww | AR waa @ ooy oft et
& o & 5 A aw Aew &
g o 9n T § owfE aft woamgew
it fedam w1 fawsft-wor @ Sc A Feww
wYe Ay sofy 9@ wee § awr Wy
age Sfew famt wwar § WY omowr 3w
g awar ¢ g g ¥ afx s weew
s o qar waw fr ey efefad At
¥ ¥ owagwar § 1 QY dwd e
wrw o Wy @ o 2w F amr ol
ag aweat o g WA £ Aw F wrwdy
wr @ Y fr o ww w¢ wop fawelt SaTET
g ¥ wrely e @Y o e fort ¥
oraTe ¢ faodl W Fdw wX gA & A&
Xo¥ fIg www wwr W e ¥ W
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qur§ 1 agt ax gyw fenforee wvs FRfvaw
&) woaew ¥ qF e WA o @
oY 1974 ¥ u® v ¢ faoet @ Bk Wi
g grht 1 ww F Al o § e W ow
ww WY ww § g S By ¥ e
wifge mfenr swdt & 1 wawer ¥ BT
TR o% wrery ¥ wgy Suwy oo § amt
FE AT T oo Ty ¥ qomw e o@e &
WA QI IS HL KT A6 A AR
T wET ¢ L Aeey ¥ g aw agy ol
W & W F W mop faoret o g AT
™ A o were (@R a gra @ oy
g ¥ A% g9 W@, Faer o wF a@
TF YAqE Wl M eiam A @ at B
T wE i gewifes @i T A )
TP arEEA a1 fF OF & A @
I IE S ¥ AT A AT F® W7 Y
TS o Al A AW o e
TH WY OF A IEY § W WA ¥ WQ
A A ¥ wEy 7@ dmrden 1%E ¥ &
9 s & @At 3 o faweh W)
g w1 oY) fawe g O gfeed ¥
gt fagear ¢ T@ P & WRT TE AW
A oowy gt vl & wfEd

18 hrs.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESIII) : At the outset,
1 would like to dispel the idea that Kerala
has been discnminated against so far as
railways are concerned It 1s absolutely
not correct The development of raillwav
traction 1 the country 1s done on broader
national considerations. As has been stated
bv so many friends, there 1s cheap power
avallable ip Kerala, It is not the only
fector which influences the selection of
railways for electrifications. Besides cheap
electric power, there are other factors which
have to be taken into consideration, thirgs
like the density of traffic, gradients and the
contiguity with other electrified sections and
the future prospects of traffic in that parti-
cular area, etc.
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1 appreciate the anxiety of the hon. Mem-
ber that we should have more railway
lines in Kerala. As he knows, this is a
metre gauge section and it was during
Shri Hanumanthaiya's time that it was de-
cided that it should be converted into broad
gange. This section is 220 kilometres in
length and its conversion will be complet-
ed by the end of 1976 or in the beginning
of 1977.

I would hke to clarify one position;
wher we talk of the density of traffic it is
true that we take into consideration the
population also. But the question is, what
1s available to the railways in that parti-
cular section 18 the main criterion for deter-
mming the lay-out of new lines.

SHRI C. H. MOHAMED KOYA (Man-
jen) : The trains are not running on time.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: It is
true that for the electrification of the rail-
ways, a large mvestment is necessary; there
is no doubt about it. But, as compared to
the other modes of traction, electric trac-
tion would be one of the cheapest and we
should go on for it, and that has been
the policy of the railways.

Some hon. Member made a reference—
1 think it was Shn Jagannathrao Joshi—
that Mr Hanumanthaiva had sud that we
should have a peispective planming for the
1allways 1 think that i1s being done, be-
cause from steam we have proceeded to
dsescl and from diesel we want to go in for
electrification, but because of the recent
cnergy criss, there can be some serious ie-
thinking 1n the railways that we should have
more power and we should try to have
wore electric traction 1n the country.

Discussion

Considering  the triffic density, 1t  has
generally been found that 14 to 15 million
#oss tonne kilometres per route kilometre
per annum makes electrification schemes
financially viable. When we take this traffic
n the Frunakulam-Quilon  section, 1t is
about 3.1 GTKM.

o =i fem? oy e AT T
& fah it a0 A &Y e
for o W e o WA 1 9w
Y & o d e oA ¢
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Take & dymamic view.

SHRI MOHD, SHAFT QURESHI : This
% point which has to be oonsidered, and
am not sure whether that point has- been
taken into consideration, that in case diesel
becomes costlier and the buses have to be
taken awny from the routes . , .

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE : Goods traffic.
SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI ;: Possi-
bly there will be a slight change.

The point is whether it will come to 14
to 15 million GTKM.

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE : Have a new
survey.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : It is
a question of fixing up prnorities. As
compared to the density figure for the
Erpakulam-Trivandrum section given above,
the traffic density figures for the other trunk
routes—Bombay-Delhi, Bombay-Calcutta,
Bombay-Madres, Madras-Calcutta and
Madras-Delbi——vary from 9.35 million
GTKM to 24.55 million GTKM in certain
areas.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN (Muvattupuzha) :
What about the Ernakulam-Shoranur line
where the traffic density is far higher than
on the Erpakulam-Trivandrum section
where it is lower because it is a metre.
gauge line 7 On the broad gauge section,
the traffic is absolutely higher; it is one of
the highest in India. Therefore, you
capnot caléulate the possibility of
this inter-relation on the basis of the
backwardly  designed railway line
On the metre gauge it is lower ; when
you convert it into broad gauge, as 1n
Shoranur to Ernakulam, you find the
traffic density is considerably high.

SHRI C. H. MOHAMED KOYA : What

is
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route kms. yet to be electrified on  the

trunk routes work out to 5700. { can
assure the hon. Members that as and
when we update the traffic survey, we

shall take into consideration the sugges-
tion made by hon. Member Madhu Limaye
because that is a factor which should be
taken into consideration. In case diesel be-
comes prohibitively costly we shall have to
think how much traffic will be available
to the railways. . . . (Interruptions). A
recent study on electrification indicates that
about 10,453 route kms. will have enough
traffic density to justify electrification by
1988-89. These sections cover not  only
all non-electrified sections of the trunk
routes but a few others. Arkonam Cochin
section figures in this but not Ernakulam-
Trivandrum.

A study made a few months ago on
electrification of Mangalore-Cape Comorin
section which also includes Ernakulam-
Trivandrum section showed that on a
capital nvestment of Rs. 50.7 crores, the
return would be 5.8 per cent if electricity
is available at 4 § paise per unit and 6.5
per cent if it is available free of charges.
The return is much less than 10 per cent
which is considered reasonable for electri-
fication. The hon. Member has said that
it will be available at three paise. It will
have to be recalculated but we shall find
out what is the position.

AN HON. MEMBER : Why not calcu-
late the savings on coal also ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : As I
said the return is much less than 10 per
cent I have said that we shall update the
studies and take all the factors into con-
sideration and see how best we can do this.
I cannot make a commitment offhand at

abont the availability of cheap electricity this stage that it will be taken up by this

on that section?
SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI :

date or that date. I may also inform the

When hon. Members that availability of finance

1 made a reference to Bombay-Madras, i8 one of the big constraints and if more

Bombay-Delhi or Madras-Deihi lines, they funds are available conversion to electri-
were Nigh density sections and even if we fication »f more sections could be taken up.
have to electrify all these routes should be 18.19 hee.

given priority; normally yon will agree

that priosity should be given to areas where The Lok Sabha then adjourned dll Ele-
thers is high demsity. That is the point I ven of the Clock on Tuesday, February
am making , . .(Interruptions). The 26, 1974 /Phalguna 1, 1898 (Saks).
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